
Guyana President Irfaan Ali ex-
pressed immense satisfaction with the 
large number of people at this year•s 
exciting and vibrant Mashramani pa-
rade, saying that it exemplifies the •One 
Guyana• concept … unity, love and to-
getherness.  

•This is about everybody coming 
together and enjoying this historical 
moment as we celebrate our 55th Re-
public status. This is just an amazing 
moment for our country. Our country is 
[moving] towards a transformative path 
towards prosperity. 

•I am happy to see so many 

Guyanese out here having fun, working 
together and celebrating together. That 
is who we are,Ž the head of state under-
lined. 

The float parade featured 
Guyana•s rich diverse culture as well as 
its progress towards a sustainable future 
with its stunning floats and colourful 
costumes. 

The Guyanese leader praised the 
designers• outstanding and innovative 
work on this year•s floats, emphasising 
how well they conveyed Guyana•s 
growth and development. 

According to President Ali, the 
government has made significant in-
vestments in the arts and culture 
throughout the years, demonstrating its 
commitment to giving Guyanese 
artistes numerous opportunities to 
flourish in their craft.   Mashramani 
2025 is being celebrated under the 
theme, •Expressing our Culture and 
Creativity as One GuyanaŽ reflecting 
Guyana•s rich and diverse cultural her-
itage.
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ExxonMobil shifts focus to Natural Gas Annual Mash reflects Guyana•s growth
The Government of Guyana has 

consistently advocated for the produc-
tion and utilization of the country•s nat-
ural gas resources to complement oil 
production. 

During the Guyana Energy Con-
ference last week, Vice President Bhar-
rat Jagdeo told Reuters, •There shall be 
a project. We have to monetize the gas, 
and if Exxon doesn•t want to do it, we 
already said to themƒ we have a lot of 
people who are interested in doing this 
on their own.Ž 

This strategic push has led Exxon-
Mobil, which previously prioritized oil, 
to commit to multiple natural gas proj-

ects. These developments are expected 
to diversify Guyana•s economy and 
create additional revenue streams. 
Below is a breakdown of the natural 
gas production projects ExxonMobil is 
pursuing and their associated benefits. 

ExxonMobil has committed to 
supplying 50 million cubic feet per day 
(MMcf/d) of gas from the Liza field to 
shore via a pipeline installed in 2024. 
The gas will be used for power genera-
tion via a 300-megawatt (MW) power 
plant that will provide reliable and af-
fordable electricity, significantly reduc-
ing Guyana•s dependency on imported 
fuels. 
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ANDREA HAZELL  
your Ontario Liberal candidate for Re-election for 

Scarborough-Guildwood. Get out and vote today!  

For any questions please call:  

647-931-1810 
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TO strengthen the Caribbean•s food 
supply chain, ensuring resilience, sus-
tainability, and competitiveness, Presi-
dent Dr. Irfaan Ali on Friday unveiled a 
comprehensive plan to boost the re-
gion•s agriculture sector. 

•Given the current situation, we 
have established a holistic framework 
through which the industry and a food 
system must be built to ensure re-
silience, sustainability and competitive-
ness,Ž Dr. Ali, who is the lead Head of 
Government with responsibility for 
Agriculture in the CARICOM Quasi 
Cabinet, told a press conference in Bar-
bados, which concluded a three-day re-
gional summit. 

The holistic framework, which 
aims to overhaul the food systems across 
the Caribbean the Caribbean•s bold vi-
sion to strengthen its food supply with 
the aim of not only safeguarding food 
security but also modernising agricul-
tural infrastructure, integrating techno-
logical solutions, and increasing 
participation from youths and women. 

This new approach, Dr. Ali ex-
plained, is aimed at overcoming the 
challenges posed by climate change, 
supply chain disruptions, and the shift-
ing global market landscape. 

As part of the strategy, the 
Caribbean will expand its focus to in-
clude not only food security but also 
technological innovation, increased pri-
vate sector investment, and greater re-
gional collaboration to tackle common 
challenges. 

•We want to build a food system 
which encourages young people and 
women to participate,Ž he said, under-
scoring the inclusive nature of the re-
gion•s growth strategy. 

To this end, the President high-
lighted six strategic projects developed 
in collaboration with the Inter-American 
Institute for Cooperation and Agricul-
ture (IICA) to further enhance the re-
gion•s agricultural capacity: 

1.     CAPACITY BUILDING FOR 
CARIBBEAN AGRICULTURE EX-
TENSION SERVICES: Aimed at boost-
ing productivity and rural employment 
by monetising agricultural extension 
services across CARICOM. 

2.     ENHANCING ADAPTIVE 
CAPACITY OF COASTAL COMMU-
NITIES• AGRO-MARINE SYSTEMS: 

Strengthening coastal community re-
silience to climate change through inte-
grated agro-marine value chains. 

3.     ESTABLISHING A DIGITAL 
FABRICATION LAB (FAB LAB): 
Aiming to promote technological inno-
vation in agriculture and tourism, with a 
strong emphasis on youth and women in 
tech-based agricultural solutions. 

4.     DIVERSIFYING THE 
CARIBBEAN FRUIT CROP INDUS-
TRY: Developing sustainable produc-
tion models and value-added products to 
enhance food security in the fruit crop 
sector. 

5.     BIO-ECONOMIC MODEL 
IN ORGANIC WASTE MANAGE-
MENT: Promoting innovative waste 
management practices and bio-product 
generation to strengthen the region•s 
economy. 

6.     IMPROVING WATER SE-
CURITY: Enhancing water security for 
smallholder farmers, helping mitigate 
climate-related risks to food and nutri-
tion security. 

These projects, he stressed, will be 
crucial in achieving the resilience, sus-
tainability, and competitiveness of the 
region•s agricultural systems. 

CARICOM has outlined several 

initiatives over the past years to reduce 
its mammoth US$6 billion food import 
bill. The aim is to slash this expenditure 
by 25 per cent by the year 2025. 

Dr. Ali pointed out the region has 
made significant strides with invest-
ments in cold storage, farm-to-market 
access roads, solar drying facilities, and 
dairy establishments. In addition, private 
sector investments and lending in agri-
culture have shown substantial in-
creases, demonstrating growing 
confidence in the Caribbean•s agricul-
tural future. 

These efforts will be further com-
plemented by a new food hub and a dig-
ital platform designed to provide 
farmers with predictive data and real-
time information essential for improving 
agricultural productivity and sustainabil-
ity. 

The region•s modernisation also in-
cludes the ongoing construction of a Sit-
uation Room and data centre that will 
offer critical technical support to farmers 
across the Caribbean. 

While the region has made impres-
sive progress despite the devastation 
caused by natural disasters like hurri-
canes, floods, and storms, President Ali 
emphasised the resilience of Caribbean 
farmers and policymakers in rebuilding 
and continuing to prioritise food produc-
tion. •We have been successful in ex-
panding production, notwithstanding 
these natural disasters,Ž he said. •Our 
farmers and policymakers have shown 
tremendous resilience in reinvesting and 
ensuring that our focus on increased 
food production and food security re-
mains a priority for the region.Ž 

Back in July 2024, a Category 4 
Hurricane Beryl made landfall on the is-
lands of Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Jamaica and several 
others. 

Devastating damages to infrastruc-
ture were reported in the Grenadines and 
Grenada, while the fishing industry in 
Barbados took a •beating•, as over 200 
vessels were destroyed during the pas-
sage of the storm. 

EQUALITY NEWS 5THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 2025

On TikTok: Raul•s Jewellery (Number 
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CARICOM unveils holistic plans to 
strengthen regional food system

Guyana President Irfaan Ali unveiled the Caricom food pl an at the regional Heads of Region summit
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire•s findings that last De-

ember•s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

•The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,Ž the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana•s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O•Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July … four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It•s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana•s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Open Letter: Violent act won•t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá•í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá•í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don•t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O•Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Choose your leaders wisely
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Given the chaos being sown right 
next door, the time has come for Ontar-
ians and Canadians in general to re-as-
sess how they choose the people who 
lead them. 

The days of toe-ing the party line 
are over, as the lines between Conser-
vative and Far Right-wing, and Libreal 
and left wing or •wokeŽ, become in-
creasing blurred. 

The values we know certain par-
ties stand for are not longer clearly de-
fined. We can no longer say we•re 
Conservative or Liberal or even 
Labour. We really don•t know what any 
of these things stand for any more. 

Just look at the USA today as an 
example. The Republican Party, the 
grand old lady of US politics, is no 
more. Instead, it has been hijacked by 
Donald Trump and his like-minded 
cronies, who have taken the term ultra-
right to a whole new level. 

Republican Congress people and 
senators are afraid to stand up for the 

traditional values of the party -- values 
instilled in them likely by generations 
of family members. 

They know if they do, they could 
face the ire of Trump who will go after 
them will all guns blazing, and their po-
litical careers will go no further. This is 
what happened to Liz Cheny and Adam 
Kazinger, two brave souls who dared to 
challenge the narcassistic leader on his 
lies that the 2020 election was stolen, 
and paid the price for it. 

On this side of the border, it is not 
as bad. The traditional parties still 
largely toe the party lines, but these are 
becoming increasingly blurred as some 
leaders are taking courage from what 
Trump is doing and think they can push 
the limits on this side. 

It•s not unique to Canada, but a 
phenomena that is taking over the 
world. Just look at Germany, Denmark, 
South Africa, Brazil and you•ll see the 
trend of a rise of far-right politics. 

Usually, far-right spells disaster 

for people, as this leads to the rise of 
fascism worldwide. And we all know 
what happens when that beast awakens 
-- we just have to look back at the not-
so-distant past. 

As Trump•s slow-moving coup 
against the constitution unfolds in the 
US, we need to take a hard look at our-
selves and understand the power of our 
vote, especially since election season is 
upon us. 

Here in Ontario, we need to look 
beyond party lines and instead, choose 
the leader we believe is best to move us 
forward into the challenging times 
ahead. 

So you might be a lifelong Liberal 
or Conservative or NDP. But that does-
n•t matter today. What does is which of 
the people asking for your vote to lead 
us is truly worthy of the task, and will 
make it less painful to deal with what•s 
coming in the next four years as the 
agent of chaos next door continues his 
rampage. 

The same applies to the Federal 
election whenever it is called. The 
choice you make could dictate the very 
future of this country and that of our 
children, as voters in the USA are find-
ing out today. 

The concept of voter regret is real. 
Those in the US who voted for Trump 
because they were fed-up of Joe Biden, 
or angry with him, are finding out that 
their vote is costing them big time, 
from loss of federal jobs they•ve held 
for years, to loss of social security, 
medicaid and more. 

Here, we have a similar choice. 
Many are upset with Justin Trudeau, 
but voting to express that anger is not 
the way to go. 

Trudeau is gone, no matter what. 
But we have to choose wisely and not 
in anger to replace him politically. 

The wrong choice could be costly. 
Remember that when you•re vot-

ing today as well. 
 

Dear Editor 
 
REGARDING the issue of Presi-

dent Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali attending 
the inauguration of the Lord Shiva murti 
at the Badrinaath Ashram, Spring Gar-
den, Region Two, which seems to be a 
catalyst for criticism and derogatory 
comments in some quarters in society. 

I wish to remind everyone that 
Guyana is a secular country firmly 
rooted in a multifaceted society encom-
passing culture, religion and ethnicity. 

That said, President Ali was not 
elected through an Islamic slate, or from 
any religious list. As Head of State, he 
has every right, once requested, to par-
ticipate in public events, religious or 
otherwise, that is in keeping with his of-
fice. 

While Guyana is not without its 
challenges, both historically and current, 
generally, it is known for its enviable 
sense of religious tolerance. This is glar-
ingly evident in the public participation 
of all ethnic groups in national religious 
festivals like Easter, Phagwah, Diwali, 
Eid, and Christmas. 

This has been the bedrock of the 
tolerance we have seen, over time, and 
which has been fully incorporated 
within our institutions of learning, as 
seen through participation in •Culture 
DayŽ and events for the observances of 
national religious holidays. 

Similarly, this is further demon-
strated in many work places across the 
country, in both the public and private 
sectors, where a sense of pride is imbued 
in one to participate and reflect on each 
other•s culture, of which religion is a 
major component. 

Our Heads of State have been 
steadfast in their participation in such 
events. President Ali•s predecessor, 
President David Granger, a devout 
Christian, participated in the playing of 
Phagwah, and had members of the 
Hindu community engaged in Chowtal 
singing, and hosted a Diwali Utsav at 
State House while in office. Those are 
mere examples from a plethora which 
space would be a constraint for me to 
list. 

I believe that the participation of 
these officials in such events not only 

demonstrates our country•s secular char-
acteristic exemplified especially by the 
Head of State, but promotes apprecia-
tion for other religions. This is invalu-
able to fostering our enviable sense of 
tolerance, as aptly reflected in our na-
tional motto; One, People, One Nation, 
One Destiny. 

This is built upon by President 
Ali•s One Guyana initiative to 
strengthen bonds of brotherhood and 
sisterhood, and the furtherance of toler-
ance and harmony. This, I believe, is 
what Heads of State are expected to do 
within the context outlined. 

It is, therefore, most unfortunate 
that some would view President Ali•s 

participation in the inauguration of the 
Lord Shiva murti in Region Two, 
through a myopic and partisan lens. 
Rather than accentuating its positives 
and using it as another opportunity to 
foster tolerance and peace, regrettably, 
their position is counterproductive to 
such efforts from all involved. 

We must, therefore, remain relent-
less in our endeavours to enlighten our 
citizens on these issues, an enlighten-
ment which is vital for better under-
standing and which leads to appreciation 
and tolerance. 

Yours truly, 
Neaz Subhan

Religious tolerance, peace must always be paramount

   Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have 
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sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-
formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the 
writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.
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From the CBC: 
 
Bob Bloomer was loath to cancel 

his Florida trip this year.  
The retiree from Cobourg, Ont., 

looks forward to the annual pilgrimage 
to Orlando. Come March, a third of the 
cars in his usual resort's lot seem to have 
Ontario licence plates. 

The chance to catch a tan, play golf 
and catch up with familiar faces has be-
come a family tradition.  

Except for the early pandemic, 
Bloomer and his wife have travelled 
south every March for the past 20 years, 
he told CBC. The kids came too before 
they grew up.  

So why did he cancel this year? 
"Basically just frustration listening 

to Trump and all his rhetoric about how 
Canada's taking advantage of the U.S. 
with the trade agreement that basically 
he engineered," he said. 

Since assuming office again in Jan-
uary, President Donald Trump has re-
peatedly threatened to annex Canada, or 
introduce punishing tariffs on Canadian 
goods. 

Coming from Canada's closest ally, 
these threats have angered many of the 
approximately one million Canadian 
snowbirds who travel to the U.S. each 
winter. 

Some have cancelled trips, while 
others are considering whether they will 
return next season. 

The implications of a boycott are 
worrying Florida hoteliers, realtors and 
organizations that represent snowbirds. 

Down in Hollywood, Fla., the 
water is still warm and the weather is 
still perfect, so Richard Clavet can't un-
derstand why Canadian guests are can-
celling bookings.  

"Right now, the places are being 
filled up with Americans. I just wish I 
had more Canadians," he told CBC. 

The proprietor of Richard's Motel, 
Clavet arrived from Quebec in 1985 and 
never left, becoming an ambassador for 
a French-speaking enclave in the beach-
side community north of Miami.  

Since buying his first motel in 
1990, he has amassed a group of prop-
erties now offering about 200 units to an 
almost exclusively Québécois clientele. 
They came to escape brutal winters but 
return year after year for the Québécois 
television, the French magazines and the 
poutine food truck. 

Which is why Clavet, who is a 
Trump supporter in the state hosting his 
Mar-a-Lago resort, is perplexed that 
anyone would cancel their booking over 
some bluster from the 47th president.  

"This 
is not Trump's country, this is Little Que-
bec," he tells uneasy guests. 

Still, he's seen "craziness" in the 
past few weeks.   

"I've seen a customer dropping a 
$1,000 deposit to choose to go to Cuba 
instead," he said. 

"They're boycotting Trump," he 
said, incredulous that someone would 
instead choose to vacation in a one-party 
state „ or in Mexico, where some drug 
cartels are now listed as terrorist groups 
by Canada.  

Worse for him, more guests are re-
considering whether they will return 
next year. 

"They're all worrying, you know, 
'What's gonna happen? Are we gonna go 
to war?" Clavet explained, insisting that 
they're "way overreacting." 

Overreaction or not, plenty of 
snowbirds are weighing their futures, ac-
cording to Rudy Buttignol, the president 
of the Canadian Association of Retired 
Persons. 

Buttignol has been on a listening 
tour, hearing from some of his organiza-
tion's 250,000 members about their 
views on vacationing in the U.S. 

"Anecdotally, I would say more 
than half the people that I've spoken to 
ƒ have said they were definitely recon-
sidering their travel plans," he said.  

Trump's threats have come toward 
the end of the snowbird season, meaning 
that their full impact on the market will 
not be felt until next fall, according to 
Stephen Fine, president of Snowbird Ad-
visor. 

"There's 
definitely a negative sentiment amongst 
a number of snowbirds at this point, but 
I'm not sure what that is going to trans-
late to for next season," Fine said.  

So far, short-term travellers have 

been more likely to cancel their plans 
than snowbirds, who have stronger ties 
to the U.S., Fine said. 

He said 40 per cent of snowbirds 
own property and 70 per cent drive their 
own vehicles down, meaning going else-
where isn't as simple as changing a plane 
ticket. 

But a weak loonie and rising costs 
have already made the Sunshine State an 
increasingly expensive option for snow-
birds, forcing a growing number of 
Canadians to sell their properties, ac-
cording to Fort Lauderdale real estate 
agent Alexandra DuPont. 

"In the last two weeks it's shifted to 
what's been happening more on the po-
litical side,' she said of the motivations 
of Canadian sellers.  

She's currently listing 35 proper-
ties, she said, and about 30 of those are 
owned by Canadians. Meanwhile, she 
has zero Canadian buyers. It's unprece-
dented in her 12 years of selling real es-
tate. 

"I've never had this many listings in 
my life," DuPont said. "A lot of my 
clients are checking up weekly ƒ they 
want to know how come I'm not bring-
ing offers." 
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Canadians are cancelling their Florida vacations over  Trumps• threats
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Agriculture Minister Hon. Zul-

fikar Mustapha accompanied H.E. 

President Dr Irfaan Ali to Kimbia 

where the Head of State announced 

support of the development of 1000 

acres of lands in the Berbice Savannah 

for blackeye and red beans production. 

According to the President, the 

1000 acres of land earmarked will also 

complement farmers executing small 

scale production and add to the current 

out put. 

Additionally, the Government is 

supporting the construction of a $1.2bn 

silo facility on Kimbia for the storage 

of legumes produced. 

The President said that through the 

initiative, which will have local sup-

port, families will be able to greatly 

add to their household disposable in-

come and even start new ventures. 

Further, the President noted that 

the Government is prepared to work 

with the villages in commencing opera-

tions in pig and livestock rearing, api-

ary culture and cash crop production to 

support and meet local demands. 

BY creating a platform for busi-
ness opportunities and investment in 
key sectors such as energy, infrastruc-
ture, manufacturing, logistics, and 
technology, the Mexico-Guyana 
Chamber of Commerce aims to facili-
tate exclusive trade among Guyanese 
and Mexican businesses. 

Engaging the local press on the 
sidelines of the recently concluded En-
ergy Conference and Supply Chain 
Expo, the Chamber•s President, Ri-
cardo Magana outlined the objectives 
and the efforts that led to its creation. 

Magana highlighted the collabo-
rative discussions between the Mexi-
can Embassy in Guyana and the 
federal government in Mexico as the 
foundation for the initiative. 

The Chamber is designed to serve 
as a bridge, helping businesses from 
both countries explore potential part-
nerships, investment opportunities, 
and trade ventures. 

•We started off this project as a 
discussion with the Mexican govern-
ment, especially with the embassy 
here in Guyana. I•ve been working for 

the past few years with Guyanese,Ž 
Magana said. 

One of the key goals of the 
Chamber is to serve as a facilitator for 
cross-border business development. 

He said: •Guyana is getting a lot 
of attraction and getting a lot of poten-
tial investments, and a lot of busi-
nesses are coming back and forth 
asking how we can be a part of this, 
and how can we find collaborations 
and Guyanese business partners so we 
can get into the Guyanese economy.Ž 

The Chamber•s primary focus 
will be on sectors such as energy, in-
frastructure, manufacturing, logistics, 
and technology, areas where both 
countries have potential for growth 
and synergy. 

Magana also acknowledged the 
involvement of major Mexican com-
panies, such as Cotemar, and ex-
pressed gratitude for the support 
received from both the Mexican and 
Guyanese governments, as well as key 
stakeholders in the business commu-
nity. 

Meanwhile, Rafeek Khan, Vice-

Chairman of Guyana•s Private Sector 
Commission, highlighted the growing 
economic ties between Mexico and 
Guyana. 

Khan emphasised the strategic 
importance of the Chamber•s forma-
tion, noting that many Guyanese busi-
nesses remain unaware of Mexico•s 
extensive trade and manufacturing ca-
pabilities. 

•Mexico trades and manufactures 
so many goods that many Guyanese 
companies don•t yet realise the poten-
tial of. We had a trade mission last 
year, and we were hoping for more 
participants, but now that the Chamber 
is established, I believe the next trade 
mission will be much larger,Ž Khan 
said. 

 

8 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 2025

Red beans, black-eye peas earmarked for 
1000 acres of land in Berbice Savannah

1 & 2  MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 | 
226-4113   FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Make your  
advertising 

work for you. 
Call Equality 

News today at 
416-281-3333

Agriculture Minister Zulkifar Mustapha with President Irfaan Ali and others in Kimbia

Mexico, Guyana form Chamber of Commerce to steer partnerships



WITH the aim of increasing local 
production and meeting the needs of 
extra-regional markets, President Dr. Ir-
faan Ali has announced that farmers 
will soon be able to access 1,000 acres 
of land in the Berbice Savannah for the 
cultivation of black-eye peas and red 
beans. 

The President made this an-
nouncement during an engagement 
with residents and farmers of Kimbia, 
in Region 10 (Upper Demerara-
Berbice), where a local group named 
Guycrops Inc. is currently engaged in 
large-scale legume production. 

Other communities such as 
Friendship Savannah have also re-
quested additional land to expand their 
production. 

The additional lands requested is 
803 acres in total. The government is 
allocating 1,000 acres, and has prom-
ised support in other areas to the farm-
ers. 

Dr. Ali said: •So, you continue 
your production in the land that you 
have now in the village for additional 
market, the local market, whatever cus-
tomers you have. Outside of that, we 
will make 1,000 acres available in close 
proximity to the large-scale farming 
here, where all of you will come in and 
be part of that project. So, it will take 
commitment from you guys to come 
here, so we can get that production.Ž 

These 1,000 acres will be brought 
into operation before the end of this 
year, the President promised. 

He also told the gathering: •We•re 
going to try to find investors who are 
willing to come to have large-scale pro-
duction of red beans and black-eye, but 
that production must be integrated into 
your production. You must also derive 
tremendous benefit from these invest-
ments.Ž 

This •holisticŽ approach is part of 
the government•s broad plan to support 
crop diversification. 

The President told the farmers that 
the government wants the developers to 
work with the farmers. 

He said that the developers and 
government are putting resources in, so 
there can be a drying facility and 
proper storage facility for the black-eye 
peas and red beans. 

Additionally, the government is 
supporting the construction of a $1.2 
billion silo facility in Kimbia for the 
storage of legumes being produced. 

•I want to tell you that the devel-
opers are also working on extra-re-
gional market in Toronto and our 
diaspora market in the US and other 
places,Ž President Ali said. 

The Head of State said they want 

to work with the farmers on mechanisa-
tion and modernisation, especially in 
light of the changing weather patterns, 
and their effect on production, yield 
and sustainability. 

•So, we want to also ensure that in 
this area, we incorporate innovation 
and technology in what to do,Ž Dr. Ali 
told farmers. 

The President also disclosed that 
private investors have already invested 
over $600 million in machinery. 

To continue its support to farmers, 
another aspect is that there will be the 
cost deductible on all the chemicals, 
and all the fertilisers that are required 
they will not face those capital costs, 
the Head of State said. 

He told the farmers: •You are just 
putting in your efforts, your time, your 
labour, and it•s much less labour. Now, 
all we want is for you to come out and 

get and look at your land and take care 
of your land and take care of your pro-
duction, because you will continue 
your production in your area to serve 
your existing customers. This is adding 
more income to your community, your 
pocket and disposable income.Ž 

Instead of competing against each 
other, this initiative by the government 
will see these farmers working together 
to ensure everyone succeeds, the Presi-
dent said. 

•This is what One Guyana is 
about; One Guyana is about every 
Guyanese working with each other, 
working together, working for your 
own prosperity, working for develop-
ment,Ž Dr. Ali said. 

Further, the President noted that 
the government is prepared to work 
with the villages in commencing opera-
tions in pig and livestock rearing, api-

ary culture and cash crop production to 
support and meet local demands. 

These collective successes will 
also aid in Guyana•s food security 
agenda. 

•We•re committed to agriculture. 
We•re committed to food production. 
Food and agriculture will be the soul of 
our country. Food and Agriculture will 
be the soul of what we contribute to 
CARICOMƒ I look forward to work-
ing with all of you,Ž President Ali said. 

Aside from explaining how eco-
nomic continuity will be boosted, the 
Head of State highlighted how the gov-
ernment has invested in other areas. 

He said: •We have invested heav-
ily in the infrastructure to support farm-
ing all over the country, and here we 
are doing the road right now.Ž
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•Food, agriculture will be the soul 
of our country•, Ali tells farmers

President Ali checks out crops during his visit to farmer s in Kimbia
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STANDING firm as the rains con-
tinued to pour, President Dr. Irfaan Ali 
promised to safeguard the will of the 
people against any audacious attempts to 
subvert the country•s democracy, as 
Guyana gears up for the 2025 General 
and Regional Elections. 

With determination, the President, 
during the flag-raising ceremony for 
Guyana•s 55th Republic Anniversary at 
the Public Buildings, on Brickdam, re-
minded Guyanese of how the nation•s 
democracy is standing on solid grounds 
and any attempts to steal the voices, as 
seen in 2020, will be foiled. 

The President, filled with emotion, 
said: •Our democracy, this year, would 
once again be on showcase, and be as-
sured that the People•s Progressive 
Party/Civic Government; your govern-
ment, will do everything, and spare no 
resources in ensuring a smooth process 
as the people of Guyana carry out their 
democratic will, and carry out their dem-
ocratic responsibility, as we will be cel-
ebrating democracy through elections 
this year.Ž 

At the heart of any nation standing 
on firm ground is the men and women in 
uniform, and President Ali did not hesi-
tate to commend them for the work that 
they have been doing. 

He said: •Importantly, in the last 
four years, we have seen the selfless act 
of our men and women in uniform. We 
have seen their sacrifices; we have seen 
their strength of character, and we have 
seen their commitment to the national 
duty, and to the people of Guyana. Only 
recently, we have seen the pride, we 

have seen the confidence, and we have 
seen the skill, and also the commitment 
of our soldiers on our bordersƒŽ 

He then called on citizens to recog-
nise the efforts of all those who are serv-
ing at the nation•s borders, who are 
putting their all into protecting what 
rightfully belongs to Guyana. 

•I want us to applaud all those who 
are serving on our borders; those who 
are keeping us safe, and those who are 
sacrificing time from their own families 
to ensure that all of us, all of Guyana, re-
main safe, and that our territorial in-
tegrity, every inch of the land that 
belongs to Guyana, every inch of our ex-
clusive economic zone will and must re-
main with the people of Guyana, this 
generation, and all the generations to 
come,Ž he said. 

The President further related that 
the government will continue to invest 
in the technology to support good, 
strong, responsible and transparent 
policing to ensure that the infrastructure 
being built out ensures that citizens are 
living in a safe, secure, and hospitable 
environment. 

Also, Guyana has continued to 
make its mark on the global stage, and 
according to the President, efforts to de-
fend Guyana•s territorial integrity have 
been paramount. 

The President said that over the 
past 55 years, Guyana has faced both tri-
umphs and tribulations, yet no matter the 
challenges, the nation has always risen 
to the occasion. 

Dr. Ali highlighted the nation•s 
progress in infrastructure, education, and 

sustainable development, and even as 
the rain continued to pour, he under-
scored his government•s commitment to 
ensuring that all Guyanese continue to 
prosper. 

Even when COVID-19 was send-
ing shockwaves throughout the world, 
President Ali told Guyanese that the 
government was able to reboot the econ-
omy and relieve the burdens on citizens, 
thus restoring hope and confidence in 
the nation. 

•Our economy has achieved 
record- breaking levels of growth. We 
are containing inflation, and injecting 
greater disposable income into our peo-
ple•s pockets. Over the past four years, 
Guyana•s infrastructure landscape has 
undergone a phenomenal transforma-
tion, marked by both ground-breaking 
•mega• projects and also important proj-
ects at the local level; major ongoing ini-
tiatives,Ž he said. 

These projects include the soon-to-
be- expected Demerara River Bridge, 
the gas-to-energy project, and the large 
number of roads that were constructed 
and rehabilitated. 

Turning his attention to the Infor-
mation and Communications Technol-
ogy (ICT) industry, he told Guyanese 
that ground-breaking advancements 
were made in this sector, energy, and na-
tional security. 

As for agriculture, the President 
noted the record growth in several areas, 
and pledged continued support to farm-
ers. 

He said: •As a government, we will 
continue to evaluate global situations, 

global circumstances, including price 
changes and price differentials, and you 
can be assured that this government will 
work towards making necessary adjust-
ments, so that our farmers will not be 
burdened, and our farmers will not feel 
the weight of changes in the interna-
tional trading and market conditions.Ž 

He also highlighted how the health 
and tourism sectors in Guyana have ex-
perienced significant progress over the 
past four years, and the policies and ini-
tiatives crafted by his government have 
resulted in all Guyanese living a better 
life. 

After pointing to the vibrancy in 
every sector, the President related that 
the country is on a strong and solid foun-
dation. 

With Guyana set to host the World 
Biodiversity Summit and creating the 
Global Biodiversity Alliance, the Presi-
dent said that the nation•s resources have 
placed it on a path where it can provide 
•great global leadershipŽ. 

President Ali said: •Fellow 
Guyanese, our vision for Guyana is one 
where every child has quality education 
and opportunity to achieve their dreams, 
where women are empowered to take 
their rightful place in every sector of so-
ciety, where workers are treated with 
dignity and fairness, and where young 
people are equipped with the skills and 
opportunities to lead our nation forward. 
We are committed to preserving and pro-
moting the rights and heritage of our In-
digenous Peoples, ensuring that they 
play a central role in our country•s de-
velopment. 

Members of the Guyana Defence Force march during the cel ebrations 

Ali on Guyana•s Republic Anniversary: 
we•ll continue to safeguard the people
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AS a means of reaffirming his 
government•s commitment to enhanc-
ing the sports sector, President, Dr. Ir-
faan Ali has announced that by the end 
of this year, 100 community grounds 
across the country will be outfitted 
with the necessary infrastructure to 
host night games and other activities. 

The Head of State made this an-
nouncement while delivering the fea-
ture address at a recent commissioning 
ceremony of a new $68 million inter-
national-standard doubles squash court 
at the National Racquet Centre on 
Woolford Avenue. 

He emphasised: •The more expo-
sure we can give our athletes, the bet-
ter they will develop. But you can•t 
have exposure without facilities,Ž 

Last year, 66 grounds in Region 
Three (Essequibo Islands-West De-
merara) were rehabilitated, the Presi-
dent revealed. 

•This year, we will invest more 
than $400 million there alone, and this 
is part of a nationwide effort,Ž Dr. Ali 
stated. 

He emphasised that these invest-
ments are in addition to the five new in-
ternational stadia currently under 
construction nationwide. 

To complement these develop-
ments and significantly boost Guyana•s 
sports sector, the President highlighted 
his government•s ongoing programme 
to equip every school in the country 
with a multipurpose sports tarmac. 

•This is all part of the ecosystem 
we are developing„focusing on infra-
structure, athletes, and administration. 

Our goal is to position Guyana to inte-
grate sports and culture with other core 
sectors,Ž he said. 

These investments are designed to 
provide Guyana•s athletes with the 
space, infrastructure, and exposure nec-
essary to maximize their potential, the 
President explained. 

Dr. Ali said: •Sports as a Corner-
stone of National Development.Ž 

Speaking extensively on the future 
of Guyana•s sports sector, President Ali 
reaffirmed that investment in sports is a 
key component of the country•s broader 

national infrastructure plan and socio-
economic transformation. 

•The development of sports is not 
just about recreation„it is essential for 
healthy living and national growth. But 
our facilities must also be safe spaces 
where athletes and families can feel se-
cure,Ž he emphasised. 

The President also stressed the im-
portance of promoting healthy lifestyles 
and the role sports can play in achiev-
ing this. 

He said: •We must increase public 
education, using sports as a tool for 

value creation. We need to reintegrate 
sports and culture into our school cur-
riculum as fundamental teaching tools. 
We must also actively manage screen 
time for children, creating more oppor-
tunities for outdoor activities and en-
gagement in sports.Ž 

While these may seem like •soft 
issues,Ž the President said, they are crit-
ical to shaping the future and building a 
healthier, more dynamic society for the 
next generation. 

By investing in sports infrastruc-
ture and the country•s national athletes 
and thinking outside of the box, the 
country can set itself apart from others 
in 2030 and beyond, Dr. Ali affirmed. 

•There•s no second-guessing these 
ambitious targets. We have to do itŽ he 
told sports officials. 

Dr. Ali also said: •National pride is 
built on many pillars, but one of the 
most integrating pillars through which 
national pride is built is on sports and 
culture.Ž 

On that note, he said that national 
pride is essential for the promotion of 
national unity and both of these ele-
ments will result in building national 
prosperity. 

•National prosperity is not only 
and must not only be defined by na-
tional income or economic and finan-
cial parameters. National prosperity 
deals with the life of a nation,Ž he said. 

A duty-free sports store was an-
other proposal the President made when 
giving recommendations for developing 
the holistic ecosystem.

President Ali emphasises the impor-
tance of developing sports sector

President, Dr. Irfaan Ali addressing the sports sector
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Implementation of e-health records 
set for next month

THE implementation of the elec-
tronic health records system in Guyana 
is set for March 2025. 

This is according to President, Dr 
Irfaan Ali, who made this disclosure on 
Saturday evening during his address to 
the nation on the occasion of the 
Guyana•s 55th Republic Anniversary. 

As the Head of State noted that 
the country has undergone significant 
transformation, he noted that the health 
sector will take a leap forward with this 
implementation. 

•In March 2025, the country will 
take a giant leap forward with the im-
plementation of electronic health 
records, modernising patient care and 
ensuring seamless access to medical 
history,Ž he affirmed. 

Added to this, Dr Ali indicated 
that to support this transformation, 
more than 3,000 healthcare workers are 
currently undergoing training. 

During the Ministry of Health•s 
2024 end-of-year press conference, 
Health Minister Dr Frank Anthony told 
the Guyana Chronicle that while it took 
some time to get through hurdles, 
progress is being made in the project. 

At that time, he also noted that the 

contract was expected to be awarded 
soon to a United Kingdom-based com-
pany. 

Dr Anthony indicated that the 
IDB-funded project went to tender ear-
lier in 2024, and several expressions of 
interest were received. 

These expressions had to be eval-

uated as the team was reportedly look-
ing at 98 different technical parameters 
which were then narrowed down to 
four. 

Phase one of implementation of 
the project is expected to begin at the 
Georgetown Public Hospital and its 

satellite clinics and upon completion 
will be rolled out at other hospitals. 

Dr Anthony noted that phase one 
was expected to be rolled out in early 
2025 as they had gotten past the con-
tracting part and were moving towards 
implementation.
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US Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP) areccracking down on ris-
ing trend of egg-smuggling. 

More people are attempting to 
smuggle raw eggs into the United 
States, posing health risks. 

As egg prices remain high across 
the county, CBP is seeing a surge in il-
legal attempts to bring raw eggs across 
the border. From October 2024 to Feb-
ruary 2025, CBP recorded a 29 percent 
increase in egg detentions at U.S. ports 
of entry compared to the same time last 
year. 

According to a CBP statement, 
since January, CBP officers in the El 
Paso region have stopped over 90 indi-
viduals trying to bring raw eggs into 
the U.S. from Mexico. 

CBP agriculture specialists in the 
area have issued 16 civil penalties, to-
talling nearly $4,000, for attempts to 
smuggle prohibited food and agricul-
tural items, including raw eggs. 

Raw-egg imports from Mexico 
are strictly prohibited. 

In a press release, CBP stated that 
bringing raw or fresh eggs into the U.S. 
is largely prohibited due to the risk of 
spreading diseases like highly patho-
genic avian influenza (HPAI) and Vir-
ulent Newcastle Disease (ND). CBP 
enforcement tries to mitigate the spread 
of avian diseases, protect the food sup-
ply, and ensure compliance with regu-
lations. 

Egg prices in the U.S. have soared 
due to supply chain disruptions, a per-
sistent bird flu outbreak and new regu-
lations. Shoppers are facing empty 
grocery store shelves while restaurants 

struggle to manage the escalating costs 
of this staple ingredient. 

Egg prices have more than dou-
bled recently, shocking consumers who 
used to pay around $2 per dozen. In 
December 2024, the average cost for a 
dozen large, grade-A eggs reached 
$4.15, a 14 percent jump from the pre-
vious month, according to federal data. 
Prices are rising as high as $8 per 
dozen, with grocery stores imposing 
purchase limits. 

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) projects egg prices will 
climb another 20.3 percent in 2025, 
adding to household financial strain. 
While Easter„April 20 this year„typ-
ically drives up costs, this year•s surge 
is primarily due to supply chain disrup-
tions. 

Jack Buffington, an associate pro-

fessor in supply chain management at 
the University of Denver, told 
Newsweek: •Several other issues are 
also contributing to the shortage, in-
cluding higher wages and labour/immi-
gration issues. Another key issue is that 
states are legislating regulations on 
eggs (e.g., banning caged eggs„man-
dating •cage-free eggs•), which is im-
pacting the U.S. production capacity. I 
think there are like 10-11 states that 
have enacted this (Colorado just did so 
this month).Ž 

A CBP spokesperson told 
Newsweek: Nationally we can report 
that there has been a 29% increase in 
eggs being detained at ports of entry 
this fiscal year (October 2024 to Feb-
ruary 2025) when compared to the 
same time last fiscal year. 

•Importation of raw/fresh eggs 

into United States is generally prohib-
ited due to concerns about diseases 
such as Highly Pathogenic Avian In-
fluenza (HPAI) and Virulent Newcastle 
disease (ND). 

•Travellers are prohibited to bring 
in fresh eggs, raw chicken, un-
processed avian products, and/or live 
birds into the United States. Travellers 
are encouraged to declare all agricul-
ture products to CBP officers and Agri-
culture Specialists, failure to declare 
may lead to potential fines and penal-
ties.Ž 

The USDA anticipates egg prices 
dropping by the second quarter of 
2025, potentially reaching $2.50 per 
dozen by midyear. However, this out-
look depends on controlling the bird flu 
outbreak and resolving ongoing supply 
chain issues.
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Egg smuggling on the rise as US con-
sumers face skyrocketing prices

Travellers are prohibited from bringing in fresh eggs into the United States



14 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 2025

2025 Mash celebrations attract thousands
The streets of Georgetown came 

alive as thousands of enthusiastic pa-
trons came out to witness the Mashra-
mani float parade on Sunday. 

Revellers exhibiting their cre-
atively curated costumes danced their 
way down Church Street then on to 
Vlissengen Road as onlookers lined the 
pavements, immersed in the explosion 
of culture, colors and creativity on dis-
play. 

Mashramani brings together 
Guyanese and tourists from all walks of 
life as they celebrate this much antici-
pated cultural event. 

Guyanese delicacies and bever-
ages on sale along the parade route cou-
pled with the pulsating music blaring 
from speakers, added to the festive at-
mosphere. 

Government agencies and the pri-
vate sector were seen on the road with 
their various Bands participating in this 
national event. 

Several Ministries showcased their 
extravagant floats during the parade in-
cluding Ministry of Local Government 
and Regional Development, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Ministry of Human Serv-
ices and Social Security, Ministry of 
Housing and Water, Ministry of Public 
Works, Office of the Prime Minister, 
Ministry of Education and the Ministry 
of Tourism Industry and Commerce. 

Minister of Local Government and 
Regional Development Sonia Parag, 
who was leading her ministry•s band 
with over 100 revelers, spoke with DPI.  
She said that her band is part of the 

medium category and the float depicts 
solid waste management which aligns 
with their theme •Cleaner Communities 
for a brighter and prosperous Guyana.Ž 

•An event like this always brings 

out 
all 
the 

ethnic groups and its really a gathering 
where people enjoy each other and 
come under one umbrella and celebrate, 
and that•s something that we want to 
promoteŽ Minister Parag expressed.

One of the Mash bands on the streets of Gerogetown on Sunday



HIGHLIGHTING the significance 
of de-risking opportunities through 
strategic partnerships, President, Dr Ir-
faan Ali has underscored the impor-
tance of consortiums as key drivers of 
sustainable development. 

During his address at an event last 
week, the Head of State pointed to the 
success of various consortium-led ini-
tiatives that have been instrumental in 
addressing key challenges, while 
spurring development across multiple 
sectors. 

•We want to create a model of 
building consortiums. Building consor-
tiums by bringing together, first, all the 
local players, private sector, regional 
players and private sector and interna-
tional players and private sector. The 
consortiums must be built through a 
model of mobilising capital, mobilising 
technology, mobilising markets and 
having shared risk,Ž Dr Ali said. 

He added: •We have seen the suc-
cess of consortiums here already, 
whether it•s the consortium built to 
supply for catering services, the FPSO 
consortium built for a new shore-based 
facility. The consortium build [sic] to 
ensure food sustainability for corn, 
soybeans.Ž 

These alliances are critical in both 
mitigating risks and enhancing the effi-
ciency of large-scale projects. 

•We are working to create an en-
vironment that will continue to evolve 
in a way to better serve you, better 
serve investors, the citizens of the 
world, our citizens and the citizens of 
this country,Ž the Head of State said. 

He reasoned how this model is not 
only vital for private sector initiatives 
but also for ensuring long-term food 
security and infrastructural develop-
ment in Guyana. 

•Perfection is not what we are 
seeking, what we are seeking is a de-
velopment system of work that deliv-
ers, that is sustainable and one that 
brings us close together as partners,Ž 
President Ali said. 

He further emphasised the gov-
ernment•s commitment to creating an 
environment that fosters innovation, 
enhances efficiency and encourages 
transparency, while also removing bu-
reaucratic barriers to development. 

President Ali underscored the im-
portance of optimal resource utilisa-
tion, particularly in the context of 
Guyana•s growing energy sector and 
its potential to unlock new opportuni-
ties. 

He said: •So, we want to ensure 
that the environment we create is inno-
vative, improves effectiveness, im-
proves efficiency and transparency, 

removes bureaucracy and optimally 
utilise our human asset.Ž 

Dr Ali revealed that the govern-
ment has already initiated discussions 
and formed strategic partnerships to 
advance and further create a diverse 
economy. 

•We have already opened up some 
discussions here and we already have 
some important strategic partners,Ž he 
said, noting that Guyana is making sig-
nificant strides in attracting invest-
ments and expertise to build the 
necessary infrastructure. 

•Partnership is important. Impor-
tant to this development is economic 
diversificationŽ he added.
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Partnerships, consortiums behind 
plan to diversify economy: Ali

President Ali spoke of the key drivers of sustainable dev lopment
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Five Location To S

www.d anfor t hfoodm arke t .com

each

 A

each

F
S

Nupak
Lima Beans
540 ml

Grace Jack Mackerel 
In Tomato Sauce
425 g

WalkersWood
Jerk Seasoning
Assorted 280 g

Sunlight
Dishwashing Liquid 
Lavander Only 562 ml 249

each

Grace Coconut
Milk Powder
50 g

We•re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Mauby
Fizz Drink
300 ml

National Charlie
Biscuits
assorted 50 g

Nissan or Nong Shim
Bowl Noodle
86-94 g

Benjamin•s
Vanilla Flavouring
480 ml

2/250

2/350
each

Laurentide
Windshield
Washer -45 3,78 lt 449

each

199

3/$1

3/$1

2/$5 Cow Brand Sweetened 
Condensed Creamer
300 ml

399 299

129249

each each

each

each

Dial 
Hand Soap
385 ml

Mystic Powder
Blue Soap
2x125 g99¢ 69¢

each each

Sabina Green
Pigeon Peas
425 g

Pink Ting Sparkling
Grapefruit Beverage
591 ml

each

Nutrament Energy
Nutrition Drink
355 ml each

Creation Food
Peanut or Plantain
Porridge Mix 200 g

99¢

79¢

99¢
each

2/$5

2/$3

Pearl River Bridge
Mushroom Soy Sauce
500 ml 249

each

National Deluxe
Cream Crackers
112 g

V-soy Multi Grain 
Soya Beverage
300 ml



EQUALITY NEWS 17THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 2025

Serve You Better
Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

ka
m

 R
d.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e

n
n

e
d

y
 R

d
. 

S
o

it
h

R
ut

he
rf

or
d 

R
d.

 S
ou

th
.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
ilv

er
st

on
e 

D
r.

M
ar

tin
 G

ro
ve

 R
d.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.
Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

re Hours
day-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
rday 8 am to 9 pm

day 9 am to 7 pm

ugh we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

 Speci a ls in Effec t  Thu. Feb. 27 t h
unt il Wed. M ar. 5 t h, 2025ive Loc at ions To Serve You Be tt er

Fresh Seafood Catches

Frozen Fu Yang
Cooked Peeled Shrimps

31-40 500 g

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Frozen
Herring Sprat

$299
lb

Fresh Golden
Groupers

lb as is
$699

Under New Management

Fresh
Turkey Wings

$199

Frozen Premium Grade 
Easy Cooked Trimmed

Oxtail

$899
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Frozen
Goat Tripe

$299
lb

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$199
lb lb 

Fresh Jamaican
Yellow Yams

esh Buttercup
uash

Fresh or Frozen Centre 
Cut Beef Shank Steak

$399
lb

Fresh
 Chicken Leg 

Quarters

6299
�•�������N�J���E�R�[

�������N�J���E�R�[�(�[�F�H�O�G�R�U5999
�)�O�D�P�L�Q�J�R

�:�L�W�K���3�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���R�I�������F�D�V�H�V���R�U
�0�R�U�H���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���7�R���6�X�Q�G�D�\���2�Q�O�\

499129
lblb

$499
lb

Frozen Square Cut
Mutton Leg

Fresh Jamaican
Dasheen

499
lb

lb as is
$699

Fresh Florida 
Red Snappers  3/4-1

$699
lb as is

Fresh 
Doctor Fish 3/4-1

$699
lb as is

Fresh Yellow Tail 
Snappers 1/2-1 lb

$599 $799

Frozen Whole
King Fish

lb

Fresh Cooking Onions
2 lb bag

2 /250

each 

Burned 
Beef Foot

$249
lb
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CHARLEY•S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We•ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 

Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!

THE Government of Guyana, through the Ministry of Health, has strength-
ened its fight against mosquito infestation by procuring and distributing fogging 
machines to Neighbourhood Democratic Councils (NDCs) and municipalities 
across Region Six. 

This initiative aims to curb the spread of mosquito-borne diseases and en-
hance public health efforts in local communities. 

During a recent handing-over ceremony, Director General at the Ministry of 
Health, Dr Vishwa Mahadeo, along with Regional Executive Officer, Narindra 
Persaud, and Regional Health Officer, Dr Vineshri Khirodhar, emphasised the 
importance of properly utilising and maintaining the equipment to ensure its ef-
fectiveness. 

As part of the distribution, each NDC and municipality received: A fogging 
machine; spray cans; chemicals for mosquito control and protective gear for safe 
handling of chemicals. 

Officials encouraged recipients to use the equipment responsibly to safe-
guard communities against mosquito-related health risks. 

This initiative aligns with the government•s broader efforts to improve envi-
ronmental health and minimise the impact of diseases such as dengue, malaria, 
and chikungunya. Residents are also urged to play their part by eliminating stag-
nant water and maintaining clean surroundings to prevent mosquito-breeding. 

The Ministry of Health remains committed to enhancing public health 
measures and will continue to support regional efforts at vector control.

Foggers to “ght mosquitoes
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Guyana President Dr. Irfaan Ali 
emphasized the critical need for invest-
ments and decisions today to be adapt-
able to the rapidly digitalizing world, 
especially with the rise of artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and digitization. 

Speaking at the opening ceremony 
of the Energy Conference and Supply 
Chain Expo on Tuesday, he stressed that 
future advancements in energy and tech-
nology demand forward-thinking invest-
ments that align with these digital 
transformations. He warned that failing 
to keep up with these changes could 
jeopardize future competitiveness. 

Dr. Ali pointed out that Guyana is 
already taking steps in this direction, 
outlining plans to digitize the healthcare 
system and launching the Guyana Digi-
tal Initiative to cultivate local tech ex-
pertise. Additionally, the government is 
set to unveil the first digital school in the 
Caribbean. These efforts, the president 
explained, are part of Guyana•s broader 
strategy to remain relevant and compet-
itive on the global stage. 

In a panel discussion on Wednes-
day, Aly Orady, supercomputer engineer 
and founder of Tonal, underscored the 
transformative role of AI across various 
sectors like healthcare, legal services, 
and engineering. Orady highlighted the 
projected growth of the global AI mar-
ket, which is expected to soar from $387 
billion to $1.3 trillion. However, he 
pointed out that such rapid AI growth 
will demand significant energy re-
sources, especially from data centers, 
which consume large amounts of power. 

Orady identified Guyana as a po-
tential leader in AI and digitization, 
given its strategic advantages in energy. 
As global data centers are expected to 
increase their share of overall energy 
consumption from 2% to 19% by 2028, 
Guyana•s low-cost energy and proximity 
to generation facilities place it in an ad-
vantageous position to attract these data 
centers. He urged the country to seize 
the opportunity and position itself as a 
leader in the AI revolution. 

Jay Persaud, EY Global Emerging 
Technology Ecosystem Leader, echoed 
Orady•s sentiments, emphasizing that 
Guyana is well-positioned to build a 
transformative roadmap by investing in 
technology and infrastructure. Aligning 

technology and energy development 
strategies, he noted, would yield signif-
icant returns. He highlighted that major 
companies are already using AI to en-
hance experiences and maintenance 
strategies, and the energy sector•s in-
creasing reliance on AI will drive de-
mand for skilled technology 
professionals. 

Persaud suggested that Guyana 
could build on existing programs like 

the One Guyana Digital Initiative and 
the Guyana Digital School to foster local 
tech entrepreneurship and innovation. 
Establishing AI data centers, coupled 
with digital skill training, would further 
solidify Guyana•s tech sovereignty and 
create opportunities for both national 
and global use. 

The One Guyana Digital Program, 
which successfully trained 365 students 
in December 2024, serves as a model. 

These graduates secured well-paying 
jobs in the tech industry after eight 
months of intensive training, marking a 
promising step towards Guyana•s digital 
future. The initiative was launched in 
February 2024 in collaboration with 
Toronto Metropolitan University and is 
part of a partnership between the Gov-
ernment of Guyana and Canada.

Ali asserts Guyana•s readiness to 
lead in AI and digitalization

Home for sale: 
Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice. 
3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toilets, 
central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water filter, auto-
matic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new perkins genera-
tor no blackouts ready to move in and start dwelling, concrete yard. 
For more information contact via WhatsApp: 
+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and 
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month! 

www.limemag.ca

President Ali speaking at the opening of the energy confer ence in Georgetown
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others … shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation … no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you•re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it•s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It•s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you•re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you•re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it•s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): Mercury•s influence in 
the most sensitive area of your chart means you need to put 
some time aside to think about your life and the direction it is 
heading. A little bit of serious thought now could lead to major 
and beneficial changes later on. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): If someone shows you a 
new way of looking at the world and points out that recent neg-
ative events have actually had positive repercussions you 
would do well to take them seriously. That new way of looking 
could soon be the most important way. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): Employers and other im-
portant people will encourage you to take on more responsi-
bility at work but do you really want it? If you sense that those 
new opportunities are not the right ones for you then don•t be 
afraid to reject them. Be your own boss. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): You can and you must 
get out and about and get yourself noticed over the next few 
days. But don•t draw so much attention to yourself that it•s not 
only your rivals giving you envious glances. Make light of 
your newfound popularity. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Financial matters will become 
more important between now and Friday•s new moon and it is 
of the utmost importance that you resist the urge to go on a 
spree. Today•s Mercury-Saturn link warns there could be un-
expected bills to pay. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): The more of an effort you 
make to be nice to people today the more of an effort they will 
make to meet you halfway. If you get the chance to do a good 
deed for a friend or neighbor your kindness will ripple out 
across the universe. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): It may be tempting to burn 
the candle at both ends but if you do your energy levels will 
drop dramatically. It is essential that you reward yourself with 
plenty of down time between now and the weekend. What 
have you done to deserve it? Just being you! 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): Cosmic activity in the 
most dynamic area of your chart is coming to a head and the 
next few days could be truly special. If you get started on a 
project you have been planning for ages you will amaze your-
self by how much progress you make. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): Don•t get angry if 
friends and family members make the kind of decisions you 
think are stupid at best and dangerous at worst. If they insist 
on following potentially harmful strategies then all you can do 
is stay out of the way! 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): By all means blow 
your own trumpet and let the world know who you are and 
what you can do but don•t blow so hard that you deafen peo-
ple. Speak softly and carry yourself with an air of confidence 
and competence. You•ll get noticed all right. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): A money-making idea 
will take up a large slice of your time and energy over the next 
few days but don•t go at it in such a rush that it soon becomes 
impossible to maintain that pace. Small steps will take you 
where you need to go. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): There may be no stopping 
you at the moment but you need to be aware that you are not 
the only go-getter on the block. What starts out as a friendly 
rivalry could soon become an all-out conflict. Why not join 
forces and make an unbeatable team?

Trump's '$21m for voter turnout' 
claim triggers political row in India
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India•s Narendra Modi with US President Donald Trump

US President Donald Trump's remark that 
his country spent $21m to boost voter turnout in 
India's elections has triggered a political slugfest 
in the country. 

He made the remark days after a team led by 
Elon Musk said it had cancelled the payout as 
part of its crackdown on a US agency providing 
foreign aid. 

India's governing Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) called the payout an "external interference" 
and accused the opposition Congress party of 
seeking this intervention. 

The Congress denied the allegation, calling 
Trump's claims "nonsensical". The US has not 
provided any evidence to support its claim. 

On Friday, India's foreign ministry said it 
found the claims "deeply troubling". 

Foreign ministry spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said it was "premature" to make public 
statements about the matter at this stage and that 
relevant authorities were investigating it. 

Trump vowed to boost the US economy and 
soon after returning to office, he created the De-
partment of Government Efficiency (Doge), led 
by Musk, to slash federal spending and jobs. 
Musk says Doge's mission is to save taxpayer 
money and cut national debt. 

One of its biggest moves - now making 
global headlines - is a crackdown on USAID, the 
US agency overseeing humanitarian aid since the 
1960s. Musk, who has called USAID a "criminal 
organisation", announced on Sunday that funding 
for several projects had been cancelled. 

The cuts included $486m for the "Consor-
tium for Elections and Political Process Strength-
ening", with "$21m for voter turnout in India" 
and "$22m for inclusive and participatory politi-
cal process in Moldova". 

Defending Doge's cuts, Trump said India 
"had a lot of money" and was among the world's 
highest-taxing nations. 

On Thursday, he doubled down, questioning 
the $21m spend on "India's voter turnout". 

The latest comments came a week after In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's first Wash-
ington visit under Trump's second term, where 

Trump announced expanded military sales, in-
creased energy exports and plans for a trade deal 
and new defence framework. 

"I guess they were trying to get somebody 
else elected. We have got to tell the Indian gov-
ernment," the US president said at a summit in 
Miami. 

The same day, BJP leader Amit Malviya 
shared a clip of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
speaking at an event in London before the 2024 
general election. 

In the clip, Gandhi can be heard saying that 
major democracies like the US and European 
countries were "oblivious that a huge chunk of 
democratic model has come undone [in India]". 

"Rahul Gandhi was in London, urging for-
eign powers - from the US to Europe - to inter-
vene in India's internal affairs," Malviya alleged 
in his post on X. 

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh dismissed 
the claim and urged the government to report on 
USAID's decades-long support to governmental 
and non-governmental institutions during PM 
Modi's tenure. 

Despite widespread reports, neither Doge 
nor Trump has provided evidence that USAID 
gave India $21m for voter turnout. 

India's poll panel has not responded, but for-
mer election chief SY Qureshi denied receiving 
such funding during his tenure, which ran from 
2010 to 2012. 

Earlier, Malviya claimed that in 2012, under 
Mr Qureshi, the panel signed an agreement with 
a group linked to George Soros' foundation - pri-
marily funded by USAID - to support a voter 
turnout campaign. 

Mr Qureshi dismissed the allegation as "ma-
licious", stating that the agreement explicitly im-
posed "no financial or legal obligation on either 
side". 

On Friday, the Indian Express newspaper 
said in an investigative report that the $21m was 
sanctioned for Bangladesh and not India. 

It was meant to run for three years until July 
2025 and that $13.4m had already been spent, ac-
cording to records accessed by the newspaper.
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Leaders of the Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM) have largely ac-
cepted the U.S. decision to deport 
nationals from the region who are re-
siding illegally in the United States. 
However, they are also working to for-
mulate a collective response to the 
Donald Trump administration•s global 
reduction in foreign aid. 

While acknowledging the enforce-
ment of U.S. immigration policies, 
CARICOM members are expressing 
concerns over the broader implications 
of reduced aid. The leaders are now fo-
cused on developing diplomatic strate-
gies to address the cutbacks in U.S. 
assistance, which have had significant 
impacts on the Caribbean and other re-
gions. 

•St Lucia•s position is, we have 
citizens in the US who are there ille-
gally? St Lucia will cooperate with the 
US as far as that is concerned. But you 
need to be respected,Ž Prime Minister 
Phillip J Pierre told the Caribbean 
Media Corporation (CMC). 

•You need to be treated as a state 
that obeys the laws and the regulations 
of every country. We will not encour-
age anyone to disobey the laws in 
United States, nor should anyone be en-
couraged,Ž Pierre said. 

His Antigua and Barbuda counter-
part, Gaston Browne, said deporting 
nationals from the United States •is 
nothing new. 

•I•m told, actually, under the 
Obama administration that more 
Caribbean nationals had been deported 
than what is actually on the list that 
we•ve seen recently under the Trump 
administration. 

•I think we have an obligation to 
accept our citizens who are deported at 
the end of the day. We cannot make 
them stateless,Ž Browne said, adding 
that •at this point, based on the quanti-
ties that I•ve seen, I don•t think it is ex-
traordinary. 

•We just have to make sure that 
there•s collaboration at the regional 
level to ensure that those involved in 
criminal activities that they do not get 
the opportunity to travel freely within 
this the CARICOM space and to create 
problems for usŽ. 

St Kitts-Nevis Foreign Affairs 
Minister, Dr Denzil Douglas, said the 
Caribbean, like the rest of the world is 
•waiting to see the unfolding of the 
new administration in the United 
States. 

•Of course, there are some imme-
diate areas that we have to look at,Ž he 
said, making reference to the immigra-
tion issues and the •mass movement of 
people out of the United States back to 

the Caribbean region. 
•We•re asking for the public pro-

tocols to be established and pursued, as 
we would have done in the past, where 
names of perspective immigrants would 
be sent to us or the police,Ž he said, 
noting that the names could also be 
submitted to Žour missions in Washing-
ton and processed and then the appro-
priate action taken. 

•And we believe we can achieve 
this, because this is something that 
we•ve worked on in the past. I believe 
that once we can dialogue on issues 
like this, then of course, it would be 
better for all of us,Ž he said, acknowl-

edging that while the Caribbean has not 
really dialogued with somebody like 
Trump •we•ve dialogue with persons 
who have held the office before and 
persons who have been secretary of 
stateŽ. 

Douglas said that one of the im-
mediate things that he believes is 
needed to be done •is for us as 
Caribbean leaders, Caribbean govern-
ments, to seek an early opportunity to 
speak with the administration at the 
highest levelŽ. 

On the issue of the Trump admin-
istration implementing policies, includ-
ing a significant reduction in foreign 

assistance, Browne said that in the case 
of his country •we do not get any sig-
nificant support in terms of grant aid or 
even concession funding from the USŽ. 

But he said that the situation may 
be different for other Caribbean coun-
tries •and we•re hoping that ultimately, 
you know, when the dust settles, that 
these institutions will be reestablished, 
or if they reorganize in some other way, 
but that will continue deliver benefits to 
the Caribbean people. 

•So we•re watching this space to 
see how it develops,Ž he added.

Regional leaders accept US decision 
to deport illegal Caribbean nationals

St Lucia Prime Minister Phillip J Pierre

Former PM Mitchell quits as Grenada opposition leader
Former Prime Minister of Grenada Dr. Keith Mitchell 

has officially stepped down as Leader of the Opposition, 
New National Party (NNP), effective today. Dr. Mitchell 
announced his resignation in a letter to Governor General 
Dame Cecile La Grenade, marking a significant shift in 
Grenada•s political landscape. 

In his statement, Dr. Mitchell expressed gratitude for 
the opportunity to serve in the role but emphasized the 
need for new leadership to guide the party and opposition 
forward. While relinquishing his leadership position, he 
affirmed his continued dedication to the people of 
Grenada, stating that he will remain the Member of Par-
liament for St. George North West. 

Hon. Emmalin Pierre, the newly appointed Political 
Leader of the NNP, will take over as Leader of the Oppo-
sition. Pierre makes history as the first female to hold the 
position within the party. Dr. Mitchell voiced his full sup-
port for her leadership, expressing confidence in her ability 
to lead with strength, empathy, and a deep commitment to 
the people of Grenada, Carriacou, and Petite Martinique. 

Dr. Mitchell•s resignation comes as no surprise. Last 
year, he confirmed that he would not seek re-election as 
leader of the NNP. The party had revealed that he informed 
the NNP executive of this decision on December 13, 2024. 

Dr. Mitchell is the longest-serving Prime Minister in 

Grenadian history, having held office for over 22 years. 
His political career began when he was elected as leader 
of the NNP in January 1989, defeating then-Prime Minis-
ter Herbert Blaize. Following his victory, Blaize dismissed 
him from his position as Minister of Communications and 
Works. 

In the 1995 general election, the NNP, under 
Mitchell•s leadership, won eight out of 15 seats, allowing 
him to take office as Prime Minister. His tenure saw sig-
nificant electoral victories, including a historic sweep of 
all 15 parliamentary seats in both the 1999 and 2013 elec-
tions„a feat no other political party in the region has 
achieved. He also served as Grenada•s Minister of Finance 
for multiple terms. 

However, the NNP suffered electoral defeats in 2008 
and 2022, losing to the National Democratic Congress 
(NDC). Despite the 2022 loss to the NDC under Prime 
Minister Dickon Mitchell (no relation), Dr. Keith Mitchell 
remained Leader of the Opposition until his resignation. 

The NNP previously expressed gratitude for Dr. 
Mitchell•s decades of dedicated service and leadership, ac-
knowledging his role in significantly shaping Grenada•s 
progress. The party also reaffirmed its unity and optimism 
for the future, drawing inspiration from his legacy as it 
moves forward under new leadership.



Caribbean Community (CARICOM) leaders are 
seeking to invite U.S. President Donald Trump to visit 
the region for discussions on U.S.-Caribbean relations, 
Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister Gaston Browne 
announced Friday. In addition, they plan to engage sen-
ior Trump administration officials •as soon as practi-
cally possible.Ž 

The CARICOM leaders convened a three-day 
summit in Barbados, beginning on Wednesday, where 
the Trump administration•s policies and its impact on 
the Caribean were discussed. 

•We•re hoping we are successful in inviting Pres-
ident Trump to the region. It•s very important for him 
to pay some attention to the third border of the United 
States. Also, to enter meaningful discussions as to how 
U.S. policies impact the region, especially these 
smaller countries,Ž Browne said. •Many of us have 
open economies and we import up to 80% of what we 
consume primarily from the United States.Ž 

The urgency behind the invitation stems from 
shifts in U.S. policies since Trump took office on Jan-
uary 20, including foreign aid cuts, withdrawal from 
the World Health Organization (WHO), and immigra-
tion policy changes. Leaders of the 15-member CARI-
COM bloc are particularly concerned about the recent 
rollback of Temporary Protected Status for over half a 
million Haitian migrants living in the U.S. 

•Already you have so many gang members, hun-
dreds of thousands of people on the streets, and if you 
end up with maybe another 200,000 criminals on the 
streets of Haiti, it will make the situation more com-
plex,Ž Browne said. •That is of serious concern for us, 
and we•re hoping that even in our subsequent engage-

ments 
with [Secretary of State] Marco Rubio and potentially 
with the Presidentƒ we can ask him to reconsider the 
impact of such a decision on Haiti.Ž 

While no specific date has been set for Trump•s 
invitation, Browne emphasized the leaders• determina-
tion to make progress. •These are aspirations, and 
we•re making every attempt now,Ž he said. 

A significant concern among CARICOM mem-
bers is Trump•s focus on tariffs and the freeze on for-
eign aid. While Antigua does not receive U.S. 
assistance, Browne noted that many Caribbean nations 
rely on aid, and the dismantling of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) has already 
caused ripple effects. The WHO•s Caribbean office, the 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), faces a 
$56 million funding gap due to the U.S. pullout. 

•Obviously, that comes from the general support 
from the U.S. and even in terms of other assistance 

from USAID; there•s a gap now of about $6 million,Ž 
Browne said. •That itself represents not only a threat 
for the Caribbean, but also for the United States. 
COVID would have taught us that no one is safe until 
all of us are safe.Ž 

CARICOM leaders also discussed the potential 
deportation of Caribbean migrants, a topic that Barba-
dos Prime Minister Mia Mottley addressed during the 
summit•s closing press conference. 

•The President of the United States and his ad-
ministration have made it clear. We have asked each in 
our own right,Ž she said, referring to requests for in-
formation on deportees. •To help us to be better able 
to prepare.Ž 

Mottley, the current CARICOM chair, confirmed 
that leaders were in contact with Mauricio Claver-
Carone, Trump•s special envoy for Latin America and 
the Caribbean, and anticipated a high-level meeting 
soon. •We are facing grave global uncertainty,Ž she 
said, •but we are not in any way daunted by the chal-
lenges. We are approaching them with a calm confi-
dence and a recognition that unity more than ever will 
be required from us to meet the common challenges 
that the world has presented.Ž 

Leaders and foreign affairs ministers from several 
Caribbean nations, including Antigua and Barbuda•s 
Prime Minister Gaston Browne, Jamaica•s Foreign 
Minister Kamina Johnson Smith, St. Lucia•s Prime 
Minister Philip Joseph Pierre, and others, have stated 
since the beginning of the year that they have a duty to 
accept deported nationals of their respective countries.
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Caribbean leaders have paid glow-
ing tribute to Trinidad and Tobago•s 
Prime Minister, Dr. Keith Rowley, as he 
made his final appearance at a CARI-
COM summit ahead of his retirement 
from active politics. 

In January, Rowley officially an-
nounced that he would not be contesting 
the upcoming general election and plans 
to resign before the election is called. 
The general election is constitutionally 
due by the end of the year. Energy Min-
ister Stuart Young is expected to be-
come the leader of the People•s National 
Movement. 

On Friday, leaders from across the 
region praised Rowley•s contributions 
to regional diplomacy and governance. 

Jamaica•s Prime Minister, Andrew 
Holness, recalled how Rowley played a 
pivotal role in strengthening ties be-
tween Jamaica and Trinidad, particu-
larly during a period of strained 
relations. •I said, •Listen, Prime Minis-
ter, come to Jamaica. Let us start this 
thing over,• and he graciously accepted. 
Since then, trade and movement be-
tween our nations have improved,Ž Hol-
ness stated, hailing Rowley as a •true 
Caribbean man.Ž 

Guyana•s President, Irfaan Ali, de-
scribed Rowley as a •brotherŽ and cred-
ited him for his decisive leadership 
during Guyana•s 2020 election crisis. 
•Democracy and the rule of law were 
under threat, and Prime Minister Row-
ley stood firm in ensuring a resolution,Ž 

Ali 
said, also acknowledging his role in 
achieving the Argyle Agreement on the 
Venezuela-Guyana border dispute. 

Bahamas Prime Minister Philip 
Davis humorously noted that his first 
impression of Rowley was that he was 
•cold,Ž but he later saw him as a •rockŽ 
of stability in CARICOM. Meanwhile, 
Barbados• Prime Minister, Mia Mottley, 
commended Rowley•s principled stance 

on 
key regional matters, assuring him that 
his legacy in Caribbean politics would 
endure. 

In his farewell remarks, Rowley, 
who has served as prime minister since 
2015, reflected on his time in CARI-
COM, urging leaders to remain united. 
•Together, we are always stronger. We 
must rise to the occasion and never ac-
cept being left behind,Ž he said. He also 

ex-
pressed pride in welcoming Martinique 
as an associate CARICOM member, 
calling it a •dream come true.Ž 

With Keith Rowley•s departure on 
the horizon, his regional colleagues em-
phasized that while he may be stepping 
away from frontline politics, his influ-
ence and guidance would continue to be 
valued across the Caribbean.

CARICOM leaders bid farewell to 

Trinidad PM Keith Rowley

Caribbean leaders to invite Trump for a visit

Fellow Caribbean leaders pay tribute to Dr�Keith Rowley

Donald Trump



Prime Minister of Barbados and chairman of 
CARICOM, Mia Amor Mottley, has announced that 
the regional body is on the brink of finalizing 
arrangements that will enable the freedom of move-
ment for CARICOM nationals starting June 1. 

This major development was one of the key out-
comes of the 48th Regular Meeting of the Confer-
ence of Heads of Government of CARICOM, which 
concluded on Friday at the Wyndham Grand Barba-
dos Sam Lord•s Castle Resort. 

Speaking at the closing press conference, at-
tended both in person and online, Mottley empha-
sized that regional leaders had agreed on a 
mechanism to allow smaller groups of CARICOM 
member states to implement policies independently, 
rather than requiring full consensus. 

•If that protocol for enhanced cooperation is 
completely ratified by the end of March, it opens the 
way for a number of countries toƒ the possibility of 
freedom of movement for CARICOM nationals from 
June 1, with the according rights of primary and sec-
ondary education, emergency health care, and access 
also to primary health care,Ž Mottley explained. 

She noted that this move is critical for the re-
gion, which„except for Haiti„faces a declining and 
aging population. She urged CARICOM to move be-
yond the slow, gradual approach to integration and 
allow willing nations to take the lead in making free-
dom of movement a reality in 2025. 

For the average CARICOM citizen, this deci-
sion means that from June 1, nationals of participat-
ing countries will be able to move freely across 
borders without restrictions. They will have access to 
essential services such as education and healthcare in 
these nations, similar to how citizens are treated. This 
could open new job opportunities, allow families to 
relocate more easily, and strengthen regional eco-
nomic ties. 

CARICOM leaders also discussed improving 
maritime and air transport, increasing private sector 
involvement in regional trade, expanding hospitality 
training programs, and advancing digital transforma-
tion in tourism-related businesses. Additionally, plans 
for a CARICOM Educational Transformation Com-
mission were outlined to enhance education stan-
dards across the region. 
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Jamaican drug kingpin Christo-
pher •Dudus• Coke has had 17 months 
shaved off his 23-year prison sentence 
in the United States, with the possibil-
ity of further reductions likely due to 
good behavior, American authorities 
have confirmed. 

Coke, 56, is currently incarcerated 
at Fort Dix Federal Correctional Insti-
tution in New Jersey and is now sched-
uled for release on January 25, 2029, 
according to the US Federal Bureau of 
Prisons (FBOP). His original release 
date was July 4, 2030. 

The reduction in his sentence 
comes under the First Step Act (FSA), a 
bipartisan criminal justice reform law 
enacted in 2018, which allows incarcer-
ated individuals to earn credits toward 
an earlier release through good conduct 
and participation in rehabilitative pro-
grams. However, the FBOP has not dis-
closed the specific reasons for Coke•s 
sentence reduction, citing privacy regu-
lations. 

Coke was once one of the most 
feared criminal figures in the 
Caribbean. As the leader of the notori-
ous Shower Posse, a transnational drug 
and arms trafficking syndicate with op-
erations in Jamaica, the United States, 
Canada, and the United Kingdom, he 
built a criminal empire that wielded 
significant influence in Jamaica•s polit-
ical and social landscape. His strong-
hold in the Kingston community of 
Tivoli Gardens made him an almost un-
touchable figure for years. 

In 2010, an extradition request 
from the US sparked a violent con-
frontation between Jamaican security 
forces and Coke•s loyalists in Tivoli 
Gardens, leading to a bloody incursion 
that resulted in the deaths of at least 73 
civilians and several security personnel. 
The government of Jamaica, under 
then-Prime Minister Bruce Golding, 
eventually approved his extradition 
after months of resistance and intense 
political pressure. 

Coke was arrested in June 2010 
while attempting to flee to the US em-

bassy in Kingston, disguised in a wig. 
He was extradited to the United States 
shortly after and, in 2012, pleaded 
guilty to charges of racketeering con-
spiracy and conspiracy to commit as-
sault with a dangerous weapon in aid of 
racketeering. He was sentenced to 23 
years in prison. 

The extent of the current power 
and influence of the Shower Posse re-
mains unclear. While some law en-
forcement sources believe that Coke•s 
imprisonment significantly weakened 
the organization, others argue that rem-

nants of the syndicate may still be oper-
ating under new leadership, both in Ja-
maica and internationally. 

Fort Dix Federal Correctional In-
stitution, where Coke is being held, is a 
low-security prison described as having 
•no bars, towers, or locks,Ž according 
to its official website. The facility pri-
marily houses non-violent offenders 
and those with shorter sentences. 

With his potential early release 
now on the horizon, questions remain 
about what awaits Christopher •Dudus• 
Coke upon his return to Jamaica.

Drug Kingpin •Dudus• Coke granted 
early release from US prison

Christopher •DudusŽ Coke „ was once one of the most feared criminal figures in the Caribbean

Freedom of movement for CARICOM begins June 1

Chairman of Caricom Mia Mottley
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The Jamaican legal community is 
in mourning following the passing of 
veteran attorney-at-law, King•s Coun-
sel (KC) Valerie Neita-Robertson. The 
distinguished lawyer, known for her 
sharp wit and formidable presence in 
high-profile criminal trials, died on 
Monday at the age of 71. 

Neita-Robertson•s family con-
firmed her passing in a statement on 
Monday afternoon, expressing deep 
sorrow over their loss. •It is with great 
sadness that the Neita-Robertson fam-
ily announces the untimely passing of 
Miss Valerie Neita-Robertson KC, at-
torney-at-law. Miss Neita-Robertson 
leaves behind four sons, daughters-in-
law, grandchildren, sisters, brothers, 
nieces, nephews, and other family 
members,Ž the statement read. 

A legal powerhouse, Neita-
Robertson earned a reputation as one of 
Jamaica•s top criminal defense attor-
neys. Over the years, she represented 
clients in some of the country•s most 
significant and high-profile cases, earn-
ing widespread respect for her elo-
quence, legal acumen, and fearless 
advocacy. Her fiery courtroom per-
formances and relentless pursuit of jus-
tice made her a formidable force in 
Jamaica•s legal landscape. 

One of her last major cases saw 
her representing Vybz Kartel and his 
then co-convicts when they were 

granted leave in March 2017 to appeal 
their convictions and sentence at the 
Jamaican Court of Appeal. Neita-
Robertson also represented convicted 
ex-juror Livingston Cain, who at-
tempted to bribe the jury foreman in 
the Vybz Kartel murder trial. 

Beyond her contributions to the 
legal fraternity, Neita-Robertson was 
passionate about mentorship, guiding 

many young attorneys throughout their 
careers. She was also a proud alumna 
of the Wolmer•s High School for Girls 
and remained closely involved with the 
school•s community. 

In 2024, veteran attorney-at-law 
Valerie Neita-Robertson signaled her 
intention to migrate to North America, 
stating that •Jamaica is no longer a 
place to live.Ž The lawyer, who ran un-

successfully for the People•s National 
Party in West Portland during the 2020 
elections, also indicated her plans to 
leave the legal fraternity after 47 years. 

Her passing marks the end of an 
era in Jamaica•s legal history, leaving 
behind a legacy that will continue to in-
spire future generations of attorneys.

Jamaica mourns passing of veteran 
Attorney-at-Law 

Rushawn Patterson, the man accused of murder-
ing social media influencer Aneka •SlickiannaŽ 
Townsend in 2022, was shot by police during an al-
leged confrontation in Hanover on Tuesday morning. 

The incident occurred around 5:40 a.m., accord-
ing to the police, who have not yet provided details on 
what led to the shooting. 

At the time of the incident, Patterson was out on 
bail and was awaiting his next court appearance on Oc-
tober 15. His case had faced multiple delays due to in-
complete files, including a chain-of-custody statement 
and forensic evidence from the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force•s Communication Forensics and Cyber-Crime 
Unit. 

Patterson was arrested on November 2, 2022, fol-
lowing a high-level police operation after Townsend•s 
body was discovered floating in the sea in Reading, St 
James, on October 21. A post-mortem examination 
later confirmed that she had been strangled. He was 
formally charged with her murder on November 11. 

According to police reports, Townsend had trav-
eled from Kingston to Montego Bay on October 20, 
2022, where she was picked up by Patterson. The two 
visited a restaurant in Hanover before heading to a 
guest house in St James. That night, an argument re-
portedly broke out between them, leading to 
Townsend•s death and the subsequent disposal of her 
body. 

Rushawn Patterson was named as a person of in-
terest the day after Townsend•s body was found but 
failed to turn himself in by the police•s deadline. He 
was eventually captured at a guest house in Hanover 
on November 2, 2022. 

His trial had been repeatedly postponed due to 

missing documents, most recently in January, when the 
court granted additional time for prosecutors to com-
plete outstanding case files. 

The police are expected to release more details 
regarding Tuesday•s shooting as investigations con-
tinue.

•Slickianna• murder accused shot by police

King•s Counsel (KC) Valerie Neita-Robertson

Aneka •SlickiannaŽ Townsend with accused Rushawn Patterson , inset
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A massive, state-of-the-art hotel 
resort set to be built in Barbados later 
this year will create an estimated 3,500 
jobs, marking what backers are calling 
the largest investment ever made in the 
country•s tourism sector. The new de-
velopment, under the Sandals Beaches 
family brand, will be constructed on the 
site of the former Heywood•s Hotel Re-
sort and Almond Resort. 

Adam Stewart, Executive Chair-
man of Sandals Resorts and Beaches 
Resorts, revealed that around 1,700 
jobs will be created during the con-
struction phase, with an additional 
1,800 permanent staff positions avail-
able once the resort is completed. Stew-

art made the announcement during the 
48th Regular Meeting of the Confer-
ence of Heads of Government of the 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) at 
Wyndham Grand Resort … Sam Lord•s 
Castle. 

•Demolition will begin this com-
ing Monday,Ž Stewart said. •I have had 
several meetings with Prime Minister 
Mottley. The property will be a 
Beaches family brand, covering 1.2 
million square feet with 600 rooms, in-
cluding three- and four-bedroom villas. 
It will represent the best of what San-
dals has ever offered for family holi-
days, all with a timeless elegance, 
designed to be absolutely beautiful. The 

project is moving forward.Ž 
Stewart described the new resort 

as a •big machineŽ that will drive sig-
nificant economic activity, including in 
areas such as tours, transportation, en-
tertainment, and food and beverage 
services. He noted that the resort will 
host around 1,800 to 2,000 guests every 
week. •Barbados has come a long way, 
and it•s amazing for us to help build its 
tourism infrastructure while continuing 
to see strong demand for Barbados in 
the marketplace,Ž Stewart added. 

The project, which is expected to 
take about two and a half years to com-
plete, will be Sandals• third hotel in 
Barbados. Sandals Barbados currently 

employs 1,450 permanent staff, while 
Sandals Royal Barbados employs about 
600 workers. 

The new resort will replace the 
former Almond Beach Village Resort, 
which closed on April 30, 2012, due to 
deteriorating conditions, declining oc-
cupancy, and profitability issues. The 
closure led to the loss of more than 500 
jobs and had a significant impact on the 
country•s tourism industry. 

Stewart thanked Prime Minister 
Mottley for her continued support, 
stressing the positive effects the project 
will have on both the tourism sector 
and the broader economy of Barbados.

The Nature Conservancy (TNC), in 
collaboration with the government of 
Grenada and international partners, of-
ficially opened the island•s first Cli-
mate-Smart Fisher Facility in Soubise, 
St. Andrew, on Saturday, February 22. 

The facility is designed to enhance 
the resilience of the local fishing com-
munity while integrating sustainable in-
frastructure to combat climate change. 

The dedication ceremony, themed 
•A Celebration of Community and Cli-
mate Action,Ž featured remarks from 
Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell, Minis-
ter for Climate Resilience, the Environ-
ment, and Renewable Energy Kerryne 
James, and representatives from key 
stakeholders, including the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Cres-

cent Societies (IFRC). 
The new facility incorporates re-

newable energy solutions, such as solar 
panels, to lower operational costs and 
reduce carbon emissions. It also in-
cludes a rainwater harvesting system to 
ensure a steady water supply, particu-
larly during droughts. Additionally, nat-
ural rock sea walls and native coastal 
vegetation have been incorporated to 
help stabilize the shoreline, absorb wave 
energy, and mitigate coastal erosion. 

Beyond its environmental benefits, 
the facility is set to improve the liveli-
hoods of local fishers by providing se-
cure storage for fishing gear, better 
access to the sea, and a green space for 
community gatherings. A planned sec-
ond phase of development will include 

the construction of a jetty to improve ac-
cess to the facility, particularly during 
periods of heavy sargassum seaweed in-
flux. 

•For over 15 years, our work in 
Grenada has focused on understanding 
how conservation and restoration can 
reduce climate vulnerability,Ž said Rob 
Brumbaugh, TNC Caribbean Executive 
Director. •This facility is more than just 
infrastructure„it represents the power 
of community-led conservation and a 
holistic approach to resilience.Ž 

Minister Kerryne James empha-
sized the significance of the project, 
stating, •Through the strategic integra-
tion of renewable energy, habitat 
restoration, and community engage-
ment, the Fisher Facility epitomizes our 

holistic approach to climate resilience, 
fostering not just adaptation but genuine 
transformation in our socio-ecological 
landscape.Ž 

The Soubise Fisher Facility was 
developed under TNC•s Resilient Is-
lands by Design Initiative in partnership 
with the International Climate Initiative 
(IKI), The Federal Ministry for the En-
vironment, Nature Conservation, Nu-
clear Safety and Consumer Protection 
(BMU), IFRC, and the Grenada Red 
Cross Society (GRCS). 

The project serves as a model for 
using nature-based solutions to protect 
coastal communities while strengthen-
ing local economies, highlighting the in-
tersection of conservation, economic 
development, and climate resilience. 

Grenada tackles claimate change with new agency

Sandals to create 3,500 jobs with 
massive new resort in Barbados



Top-order batsmen Jyd Goolie and 
Kamil Pooran, and Amir Jangoo, who 
recently debuted for the West Indies in 
One-Day International (ODI) and Test 
cricket, are among seven protected 
picks for TT ahead of the draft for 
Cricket West Indies' (CWI) new re-
gional T20 tourney. 

The tournament, which is set to 
give exposure to upcoming talents in 
the region, will be played at the Brian 
Lara Cricket Academy (BLCA) in 
Tarouba. The tournament is tentatively 
scheduled for April 25-May 9, with the 
player draft scheduled for February 24. 

The TT team, which will be 
known as the TT Legions, will also 
have Crystian Thurton, 2024 Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL) winner Mikkel 
Govia and allrounders Navin Bidaisee 
and Joshua James as protected picks. 
The 24-year-old James, a former West 
Indies Under-19 player, debuted for the 
Red Force in last year's CG United Re-
gional Super50 tournament and also 
has a handful of CPL matches under his 
belt. 

CWI's five other territorial boards 

are being represented in the tourna-
ment, with Barbados Pelicans, Guyana 
Caimans, Jamaica Titans, Leeward Is-
lands Thunder and Windward Islands 
Infernos all set to take part. 

Each team will have 14 players, 
all of whom must be under 30 by the 
end of the tournament. Teams are al-

lowed to select three players between 
27-29, with TT utilising those picks to 
select the trio of Goolie, 27, Pooran, 
28, and the 27-year-old wicket-
keeper/batsman Jangoo who scored a 
century on ODI debut for the Windies 
against Bangladesh last December. 

Of the seven protected picks re-

served to the various teams, one player 
must be a wrist-spinner. TT satisfied 
this criteria with the selection of 24-
year-old leg-spinner Bidaisee. To qual-
ify to participate in the tournament, 
prospective players must have fewer 
than ten T20 international caps and 40 
"List A" T20s. Each team must draft a 
minimum of two overseas players. 

Red Force coach Rayad Emrit re-
layed the thought process behind the 
protected picks, and also explained 
picking the remaining players will be 
an especially tough task. TT have en-
tered over 90 players into the player 
draft. 

"The other seven (players) will be 
very tricky because there are a lot of 
good players in the draft to choose 
from. It's a lot of players. We're defi-
nitely looking to get a couple of fast 
bowlers. Right now, we only have one 
fast bowler in the squad in Joshua 
James, so our main focus in the squad 
is going to be fast bowling and a couple 
of batsmen," Emrit said. 

He also said the team would love 
to land a left-arm spinner. 
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Goolie, Jangoo, Pooran among 
protected picks for regional T20 

Amir Jangoo bats during a TTCB Dream XI T10 tournament

GUYANESE president Dr Irfaan Ali will replace 
the outgoing Prime Minister as the chairman of Cari-
com's Prime Ministerial sub-committee on cricket.  

Dr Rowley made the announcement on the final 
day of the 48th regular meeting of the Caricom heads 
of government conference in Barbados on February 
21. 

On January 3, Rowley signalled his intention to 
resign as prime minister and declared he will not be 
seeking re-election as the PNM's candidate for the 
Diego Martin West constituency in this year's general 
election. The Caricom heads of government meeting 
was Rowley's last as prime minister. 

As he handed over the reins to Ali, Rowley, who 
was appointed chairman in July 2023, said the sub-
committee was in good hands. 

"We did have some discussions, but not too 
much detail because we have done some work before 
in Guyana and TT and we have seen the results. Some 
progress has been made … and is being made," Rowley 
said. 

"Today, I handed over to the plenary and the 
heads agreed to select my colleague from Guyana … 
who's an eminent cricketer as you know … president 
Irfan Ali to now take the chairmanship on the sub-
committee of cricket because we maintain our interest 
in the potential for West Indies cricket to remain at a 
high level internationally and the preservation of our 
legacy." 

He said the affairs of West Indies cricket is of ut-
most importance to Caricom. 

"The heads of government should continue to be 
interested in what goes on in West Indies cricket and 
assist in whatever way we can."

President Ali is new Caricom cricket chair

Outgoing Caricom cricket chair Keith Rowley (left) with inc oming chair Irfaan Ali of Guyana



EQUALITY NEWS 29THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 2025



EQUALITY NEWS 30THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 2025



EQUALITY NEWS 31THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 2025



EQUALITY NEWS 32THURSDAY FEBRUARY 27 2025


