
TRANSFORMING HEALTH: Barbados is poised to transform its healthcare 

system with groundbreaking medical technologies, including faster cancer screening 

tools and portable disease testing devices, Prime Minister Mia Mottley has an-

nounced. She said discussions are underway with several global companies to bring 

these advancements to the island.

• Thursday February 21 2019. • Vol 37, #12 • Serving the community for 36 years. www.equalitynews.ca

SERVING, CARIBBEAN, EAST ASIANS, GUYANESE, JAMAICANS, TRINIS AND MORE.  416 759 6397 

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

Serving the community for nearly four decades. www.equalitynews.ca

$1.00
Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. Get  The  COVID SPECIAL

and  stay alive. For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  4 weeks free. 

647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282  3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

Thursday October 22 2020 • Volume 38, Issue #49Thursday July 14 2022. Volume 40 Issue#33

Proudly the largest weekly Caribbean Newspaper in Canada for 40 years

Now entering our 5th decade of serving the community

As the largest Canadian Caribbean weekly, growing to serve you better 
now in our 5th decade, we have continued to evole based on the changing 

needs of our multicultural community. Grow with us. 
EqualityGroup@rogers.com   

http://WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA or WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.US 
ADVERTISING: 647 216 2359  Marie.  NEWS: 416 759 NEWS (6397)   

Thursday July 21 2022. Volume 40, Issue #34Thursday January 12 2023. Volume 41, Issue #02   Thursday February 20 2025. Volume 43, Issue #08 www.equalitynews.ca. For advertising, call 416-281-3333

SERVING, CARIBBEAN, EAST ASIANS, GUYANESE, JAMAICANS, TRINIS AND MORE.  416 759 6397 

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

$1.00
Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. Get  The  COVID SPECIAL

and  stay alive. For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  4 weeks free. 

647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282  3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

Proudly the largest weekly Caribbean Newspaper in Canada for 40 years

As the largest Canadian Caribbean weekly, growing to serve you better 
now in our 5th decade, we have continued to evole based on the changing 

needs of our multicultural community. Grow with us. 
EqualityGroup@rogers.com   

http://WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA or WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.US 
ADVERTISING: 647 216 2359  Marie.  NEWS: 416 759 NEWS (6397)   

• Real Estate Law 

(Residential & Commercial) 

• Wills & Estates 

• Corporate & Commercial Law 

Rishani Vettyvel, BBA, LLB, LLM 
Barrister & Solicitor 

Direct 416 261 1544 Fax. 416 291 1544  
rishani@vettyellaw.com 

1-- 203-Markham Rd. 

Scarborough Ontario M1B 0E6 

THE Hess Corporation has 

agreed to continue its support of the 

monumental healthcare partnership 

between Guyana and the Mount Sinai 

Health System. 

This is according to President, Dr 

Irfaan Ali who made this disclosure at 

a recent event during which he noted 

that building out world-class health 

services also includes establishing and 

maintaining world-class partnerships. 

The Government of Guyana en-

tered into a partnership with Mount 

Sinai and Hess in 2022 to help over-

haul the country’s entire health sys-

tem. 

The Head of state said: “I’m 

pleased to tell you that Hess Corpora-

tion has agreed to continue financing 

the Mount Sinai partnership for an-

other three years.” 

In addition to this, President Ali 

indicated that through this partner-

ship, Mount Sinai will be coming to 

assist in the building out of a modern 

oncology centre here that will treat 

cancer. 

With this, he said that they are 

not only looking at diagnostics but 

also building the facilities for treat-

ment. 

Outside of that, Dr Ali said that 

they are also engaging in discussions 

for rehabilitative care and in April, a 

team from Mount Sinai will be in 

Guyana to discuss a modular manner 

in which rehabilitative care centres 

can be built across the country. 

The monumental partnership 

agreement was signed in July 2022 

during which President Ali had indi-

cated that transforming Guyana’s 

health system was the target and with 

this in mind, the best possible allies 

were contacted with Mount Sinai 

identified as a viable partner.

Hess to finance Mt Sinai Health System ENERGY CONFERENCE: President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali declared open 

the fourth Guyana Energy Conference and Supply Chain Expo on Monday. The 

conference brings together industry experts, government officials, and renowned 

leaders for high-level discussions on the energy sector. This year’s theme is: Con-

necting the Dots: Integrating the future. 
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A new Exceptional 
Learners’ Centre, the 

30 learners with special 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

to their respective 

  “We have 
put aside resources 
in the budget and 
before the end of 
this month, the 
Minister of Finance 
will ensure that 
Region Two gets its 
bus here to transport 
these children,” the 

The new centre 
represents a major 

“Guyana values 
its partnership with 
the CDB and looks 
forward to continued 
collaboration in 
addressing the 
region’s development 
c h a l l e n g e s , ” 

Best’s appointment, 

  “That is 
why we are investing 

education sector,” he 

  “These 
types of interventions 
and others in 
communities like 
Cotton Field help 
to ensure that the 

country is moving 
forward together,” he 

the school as “more 
than a building,” 

 “sanctuary of 
hope, acceptance 
and opportunity,” 

commitment to 

relationship with the 

Best’s visit 

commitment to the 

Inside the facility
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impact on major 

reliance on exports 

economies, it remains 

, “… markets 
for their products to 

That is why we have 
to keep our rates 
competitive,”

“That is what 
we have been 
communicating to 
the Guyanese people 
from day one,” 

“That is, we have to 
be responsible in 
the way we manage 
the resources from 
oil and gas, and 
that is why, it is so 
critical for us to 
pursue economic 

build out other 
segments and sectors 

other major economies, 

We 
are looking at all of 

we have to remain 
engaged with the 
US government 
in ensuring that 
there is for the 
Caribbean countries, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a favourable 
environment for our 

their commitment to 

In response, his 

“And all of this 
is not only to create 
local opportunities, 
but it is to respond 
to global challenges,”

So, when 
we are building the 
economy here – it is 
not built in isolation 
of the realities 

trade with the US,” he 

… it 
requires probably 
lobbyists not just 
for Guyana, but also 
for the region to 
engage with the new 
US administration 
to ensure that those 
complexities are ours 
or in their thinking 
when they announce 
trade policies,” he 

We are 
working now with 
the private sector to 
have a model that 
would have a long-
term solution to this 
issue of dredging 
and the issue of 
having a draft that is 
consistently at low 
tide and high tide…so 
that large ships can 
come in,”

which will connect 

“We have to look at, 
not only the large 
industries, but look 
at all the micro 
and medium-sized 
enterprises that can 
be developed out of 
this great potential,”

GUYANA PREPARES GUYANA PREPARES 

FOR GLOBAL ECONOMIC SHIFTSFOR GLOBAL ECONOMIC SHIFTS
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GUYANA-US MEETING FOCUSES ON GUYANA-US MEETING FOCUSES ON 
EXTRADITION, CRIMETEXTRADITION, CRIMET
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The National 

the 2025 National 
Budget, totalling 

“A Secure, 
Prosperous and 

   

“Even if 
the cheques were cut, 
you could not deliver 
them or get them 
cashed because the 
resources were not 

projects in health 

available,”

It takes 

done diligently and 
people will get their 

going to be rushed to 
do it,”

vision “borderline 
insulting” to the 

The Income Tax 

implements several tax 

personal income tax 
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“We celebrate the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s , 

The initiative, 

traditions, and 
values of the Chinese 
community that have 
enriched Guyana 
for generations,” 

The Prime 

China’s impressive 

in innovation, 

“To our 
Chinese community 
here in Guyana, your 
contributions are 
highly cherished and 
valued in all areas,” 

immense potential 

at the imminent 

This initiative with 

partnerships

Cooperation has 

a recent International 

representatives were 

that their presence 

the map’s content prior 

“would have strongly 
objected”

its commitment to 

Cooperation, met with 

sector partnerships 

commitment to the 

partnership with 

commitment to 
international law, 
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GUYANA BOOSTS TRADE AND CULTURAL GUYANA BOOSTS TRADE AND CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE WITH SURINAMEEXCHANGE WITH SURINAME
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investment in the 

“We have 
allocated vast 
acreages of land to 
ordinary Guyanese, 
while less than 10% is 
reserved for private 
developers,”

social commentators, 

“What an injustice 
coming from people 
who inherit the party 
of Walter Rodney, 
a nationalist, a true 

million per acre, with 

In some instances, no 

Guyanese, a patriot, 
a man who fought 
for every Guyanese,” 

selective 

Some transactions 

 
“friends, family, and 
PNC supporters,” 

 

In comparison, the 

approach to 
outrage,”

than 3,000 homes, 

“This is not 

the result of a 
w e l l - t h o u g h t - o u t 
land policy and 
sound resource 
m a n a g e m e n t , ” 

Both parties 
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PRESIDENT ALI CONDEMNS MEDIA SILENCE ON DAVID PRESIDENT ALI CONDEMNS MEDIA SILENCE ON DAVID 

HINDS’ 'RACIST' COMMENTS TOWARDS AFRO-GUYANESEHINDS’ 'RACIST' COMMENTS TOWARDS AFRO-GUYANESE
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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now have access to a The new passport 

application process 

The Central 

In the meantime, the 

online application 

This initiative is part 

in partnership with the 

that the scanner 

The scanner 
initiative complements 

International Airport, 

recent appearance on 

International Airport 

phase, promise to 

that these potential 
investments aim to 

several major 

“We have plans of 
bringing the second 
gas development to 

in times, smoother 

That is going to be 

have a number of 

We will have massive 

have power plants, 
so that will create a 
whole ecosystem by 
itself,”

It also 
requires our human 

asset, and I had 
a discussion with 
Ramesh (Ghir), the 
CEO (of CJIA) to 
be more proactive 
in educating, 
otherwise, people 
can be frustrated,” he 

investment in 

“We want to build 
systems that work, 
systems that are 
modern, systems that 
add to accountability 
and transparency, 

and systems that 
enable us to drive the 
economy forward,” 

In line with the 

 This will streamline 
the application process 

“We have 
to develop another 
municipal airport 
in Lethem because 
there is tremendous 
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the matter to the in a press release has 

its commitment to 

project’s potential to 

project promises to lower 
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with the contractor 

Scale Solar Photovoltaic 

operation, with over 

solar panels, has 

photovoltaic power to the 

Pensioner Clement 

we get rain, this here 
[the tank] will assist 
in giving us more 
water, so we are 
thankful for it,” he 

They are 
pushing very hard to 

schedule

there [where we live], 
we have a very small 
creek so the black 

within the next three 

“For me to 
get water I have to go 
till by the creek and 

a great help because 

have two kids and 
the water problem 
is really hard so the 
tank will come in 
good use,”

We are 
thankful for the 
tank

“We are 
thankful for every 
little assistance 

impact it has on her 

we are getting as 

commitment to 

access to essential 

ONDERNEEMING SOLAR FARM PROJECT ONDERNEEMING SOLAR FARM PROJECT 
AHEAD OF SCHEDULEAHEAD OF SCHEDULE
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commitment to 

million spent on local 

initial concerns that 
the Local Content Act 

since the Act’s 

The Local Content Act 

commitment to its 
This 

caring government 

Content Secretariat’s 

increase in investment 

in the Local Content 

will not throw any 
of them to the curb 
because of a new 
bridge,”

the matter earlier this 

that their services will 

will involve their 

in a press release 

While the Act 

service areas, it 

at the appropriate time 

While the process 

Content Secretariat, 

for themselves; 
Guyanese businesses 
are no longer on the 
periphery of the oil 
and gas sector, but 

within its supply 

interest in the oil 

investment in 

“The Demerara 
Harbour Bridge will 
not be scrap iron,” he 

that the maintenance 
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commitment to 

Act, represents a 

commitment to 

“

to improve access to 

with a wet prep room, 

And I expect your 
full involvement,” 

it the most important 

Ali’s commitment 

“I want 

I want you to do your 
best,”

Ali’s commitment 

This is 
what development is 
all about—ensuring 

project is a testament 
to this commitment, 

children have 
opportunities,” he 
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Health Science 

Field Secondary School

US$4.9M STATE-OF-THE-ART HEALTH SCIENCES US$4.9M STATE-OF-THE-ART HEALTH SCIENCES 
FACULTY BUILDING TAKES SHAPE AT UGFACULTY BUILDING TAKES SHAPE AT UG
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WITH coconut proving to be one of 

the most profitable crops in Guyana and 

globally, Ricky Roopchand, Managing 

Director of Hope Coconut Industry, has 

announced a significant milestone for the 

local coconut industry. One of the first 

batches of Brazilian Green Dwarf 

seedlings, imported into Guyana in De-

cember 2022, is set to begin production 

this year, marking a major step forward 

in the country’s agricultural develop-

ment. 

Roopchand expressed satisfaction 

with the positive feedback received from 

coconut farmers who have planted the 

Brazilian Green Dwarf Coconut and ea-

gerly anticipate its production. Due to 

overwhelming demand, the nurseries are 

currently out of stock of these high-

yielding seedlings. As a result, additional 

seed nuts have been ordered from Brazil 

and are expected to arrive in April 2025 

to replenish the nurseries. 

“Coconut is part of the food chain, 

and all of us are interconnected, regard-

less of the sector we work in. Whether it 

is energy, food production, or oil and gas, 

we must all contribute to our respective 

fields. Farmers in Guyana are now in a 

prime position to take advantage of the 

opportunities provided by the govern-

ment,” Roopchand stated. 

While acknowledging the economic 

benefits of the oil industry, Roopchand 

emphasised the importance of agricul-

ture as a sustainable source of income. 

“Oil is flowing now, but we cannot 

solely depend on it, as it is a finite re-

source. Agriculture, on the other hand, is 

here to stay, and it is satisfying to see our 

progress in this field,” he added. 

The coconut industry has already 

achieved its goal of cultivating 1,000 

acres in 2024. Looking ahead to 2025, 

Roopchand revealed plans to expand 

production to 2,000 acres to meet the in-

creasing demand for high-yielding co-

conuts. To support this expansion, the 

Ministry of Agriculture, the National 

Agricultural Research and Extension In-

stitute (NAREI), and Hope Estate are 

collaborating to import additional seed 

nuts from overseas. 

Currently, Guyana faces a limited 

supply of seed nuts due to the high de-

mand for coconut water. Roopchand dis-

closed that efforts are underway to 

source approximately 120,000 seed nuts, 

both locally and internationally, to meet 

industry needs. “To produce 100,000 

seedlings for 2025, spanning the allo-

cated 2,000 acres of land, we need 

120,000 seed nuts to account for a 20 

percent loss after germination,” he ex-

plained. 

Most of these seed nuts will be 

sourced from Brazil, as the Brazilian 

Green Dwarf Coconut is in high demand 

and has performed exceptionally well 

under Guyana’s climatic conditions. 

The introduction of the Brazilian 

Green Dwarf Coconut is expected to 

drive intensive research and significantly 

impact the local coconut industry. This 

was highlighted by Minister of Agricul-

ture Zulfikar Mustapha, Country Repre-

sentative for the Caribbean Agricultural 

Research and Development Institute 

(CARDI) Jhaman Kundun, and General 

Manager of Hope Estate, Ricky Roopc-

hand, in their discussion. 

Minister Mustapha underscored the 

growing significance of coconut cultiva-

tion, stating that the crop has become in-

creasingly lucrative on the global 

market. He described the latest advance-

ments as a potential “game changer” for 

the industry, especially given the current 

trajectory of the non-traditional agricul-

tural sector in Guyana. 

The minister further elaborated on 

the benefits of the Brazilian Green 

Dwarf Coconut, describing it as a “three-

year, high-breed coconut.”  
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

Guyana’s coconut sector flourishes: 
2,000 acres to be cultivated in 2025

Coconut farmers
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Cinvestment in Guyana’s educational infrastructure. These projects will provide improved access to education for approx-
imately 1,650 students and underscore the government’s commitment to ensuring that every child has the opportunity to 

reach their full potential.

Construction is underway for the new Waramuri Secondary School, a $326 million investment that will provide 350 students with 
access to quality education closer to home. The facility will feature modern classrooms, science labs, a library, and sports facili-
ties.

-
cility will include 24 classrooms, labs, a TVET center, a canteen, a multi-purpose hall, and outdoor recreation areas.

 The largest of the three projects, the $1.7 billion Karasabai Secondary School will serve approximately 500 students and in-
clude a dormitory. The facility will house a main teaching block, modern science labs, TVET centers, a combined home econom-
ics and cafeteria area, teachers' quarters, and an outdoor forecourt.

The government aims to ensure that every child has access to quality secondary education, and these new schools are a crucial 
-

ondary education opportunities in historically underserved areas. These projects not only provide educational opportunities but 
also create jobs and stimulate local economies
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The National Cultural Centre buzzed 
with excitement as children from 

across the nation showcased their talents 

Mashramani Competitions 2025.  The 
theme, "Expressing Our Culture and 
Creativity as One Guyana," came to life 
through dynamic performances.

Young performers captivated audiences 
with vibrant dances, energetic calypso, 

Guyana's rich heritage. Handcrafted 
costumes and intricate designs highlighted 
the diversity and artistry of Guyanese 

with cheers and applause, celebrating the 
children's hard work and dedication.
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each each
eacheach

Laurentide Windshield 

Washer -45

3,78 lt

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Purest
Petroleum Jelly 
170 g

Dunya Harvest
Parboiled Rice
8 kg

Brunswick
Sardines
assorted 106 g

Dettol

Liquid Antiseptic
1 L 999

each

1399
each

Diana Original

BBQ Sauce
500 ml

449
each

Pearl River Bridge

Mushroom Soy Sauce
500 ml 249

each

Benjamin's

Browning
140 ml

Eclipse
Crackers
113 g

2/350

299
each

Marshall's Boneless

Pollock Fillet
300 g

Diamond

Coconut Milk
400 ml

Choice
Coconut Water
490 ml

79¢
each 699

each

Dunn's River
Ackees
540 ml

Hereford

Luncheon Meat
340 g

Grace 

Festival Mix
270 g

2/
$4

2/
$3

Lou's & Nick's

Lemon Juice
946 ml

Nupak
Creamed Coconut
141 g

2/350

V-soy Multi Grain 
Soya Beverage
300 ml 89¢

99¢

89¢
each

each

each

Horlicks Original

Malt Drink Mix
400 g 599

each

3/799

2/
$5

129 189
each each

Alcan 
Aluminum Foil 
20 SQ FT 179

each
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

k
am

 R
d

.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
er

fo
rd

 R
d

. 
S

o
u

th
.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
er

st
o

n
e 

D
r.

M
ar

ti
n

 G
ro

v
e 

R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

ore Hours
onday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
turday 8 am to 9 pm
nday 9 am to 7 pm

Five Locations To Serve You Better
ough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Specials in Effect Thu. Feb. 20th

until Wed. Feb. 26th, 2025

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Fresh Seafood Catches

rom

Fresh
Porgy Fish

lb as is
$399

Frozen Whole
King Fish

Frozen Premium Grade
Easy Cooked Trimmed

Oxtail

$899
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

1499
5 kg box

Frozen Exceldor
Chicken Drumsticks

Under New Management

Frozen
Mutton Snappers

lb as islb

resh Lane or Yellow Tail
Snappers 1/2-1 lb size

$699
lb as is

Fresh Atlantic 
Whole Salmon

lb as is
$699

$199
lb

Fresh
Beef Kidney

Fresh
Snapper Fillet

lb as is
$799

Fresh
 Chicken Leg 

Quarters

6299
Exceldor5899

18 kg box

Flamingo

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

Frozen Square Cut
Turkey Neck

$299$799$599
lb

lb as is

Fresh Goat Fish
(Red Mullet)

$799

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$499
lb Frozen

resh Jamaican
ooking Banana

$399
lb

Frozen Centre Cut
Beef Shank Steak

Fresh Cho Cho
(Chayote)

179
lb499199 499

lblb lb

Fresh Jamaican
Yellow Yams

Fresh Jamaican
Sweet Potatoes

$599
lb

Frozen Square Cut
Boneless Mutton 

Leg Meat
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completion, with 

contractors to accelerate 

that no extensions will 

“We have no 
intention of having 
these projects 
extend beyond the 
completion date,” the 

International Airport in 

The project has a 

several contractors, 

������������	����

�����������
��
������

�����
��������
���
�������	��
������
�����


The complex will also 

“All of the residents 
that we have engaged 
are willing and 
ready to work with 
the government on 

All, without 
exception,” he 

enhance operational 

activities are complete, 

This 
Aubrey Barker 
Street expansion will 
extend all the way to 
Ogle and become a 
crucial thoroughfare 

a major housing 
development at the 
back of Cummings 

citizens remains a 

Stall owners 
similar to the relocation 

����������
�������������������
������
��

GOVT TO ASSIST AUBREY BARKER RESIDENTS WITH GOVT TO ASSIST AUBREY BARKER RESIDENTS WITH 

RELOCATION FOR ROAD EXPANSION PROJECTRELOCATION FOR ROAD EXPANSION PROJECT
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with the National 

project's importance in 
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Sinopharm International 
theatres, intensive care 

the comprehensive 

P a r t i c i p a n t s 

is operational, patients 

as stent replacements, 

these healthcare 
improvements are 

another new hospital 

commitment to the 

	��
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exercise 
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commitment to 

At a press 

The People’s 

“We sat down 
with them [GuySuCo 
management] and 
supported their 
investment plan 
to restore factory 

it very clear—if the 
targets for the 2025 

crops are not met, 
heads will roll,” the 

“We don’t need 
state funds to 
fund our political 
campaign,”

“we are 
already making plans 
to raise the funds 
and ensure all of our 
campaign materials 

to enhance operational 

as a $300 million increase 

tolerance stance on 

sites, not political 

“But they 
want to run him 
down because they 
perceive him close to 
the PPP,” 

it clear that the 

investment in the sector 

“Revitalising sugar 

project; it’s an 
economic lifeline 
for thousands 
of Guyanese,” he 

If we’re 
promising world-
class education, we 
have to ensure that 

Yet, Volda Lawrence 

“… through 
innuendos and 
lies, they gave the 
impression that 
there was corruption 
under the PPP,” 

“We 
have established 
robust systems 
to safeguard the 
country’s resources,” 

vital economic pillar, 

thinks that this is a 

commitment to 
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“ G u y a n a ’ s 

democracy depends 
on free, fair, and 
peaceful elections,” 

We 
will ensure no force—
internal or external—
will disrupt the will 

comments come in 

elections, which were 

“The people of 
Guyana deserve 

a Defence Force 
that can serve and 
defend the nation,” 

 
“ongoing territorial 
disputes with our 

��������		
����	����	
��	�����
���	
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�	��	
�������	����	����

Issues in the News

“jaundiced narrative” 

rather than concrete 

“Over 4,000 
transactions took 
place in GECOM’s 
most recent claims 
and objections cycle, 
and not a single 
objection came from 
the opposition,” 

“They got a higher 
ranking for that, 
the worst period in 
the history of our 

More persons are 
prosecuted… but 

nonsense is this? “ 

The opposition 

project implementation 

the Environmental 

“These are 
the persons who 
the perception 
indicators are relying 

on

commitment to 

report with positive 

contrasts with positive 

“If the system is so 
corrupt and easily 
manipulated, why 
can’t they prove even 
a single case of fraud? 
Not one objection 
despite thousands 
of transactions — 
it’s clear that their 

accusations are 

These 
are based on facts, 
not perceptions,” 


�	
��
���	������	���	��	
����	�����	����	

���
	�	
�	���	�
�	���	
��
�	��	����	����	����

PRESIDENT ALI CHALLENGES TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL’S PRESIDENT ALI CHALLENGES TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL’S 

CORRUPTION RANKING , CITES POLITICAL AGENDAS BEHIND REPORTCORRUPTION RANKING , CITES POLITICAL AGENDAS BEHIND REPORT
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commitment to 

“We will allocate 
an additional – a 
minimum of 25,000 
house lots this year 

of which over 15,000 
will be accomplished 
before June of this 
year… Every house 
lot distributed 
represents the hope 
for a family,”

We have laid 
a solid foundation 
from 2020 to 2024 
by being prudent 
stewards of the 

budgetary allocations 
made to the ministry 
of housing and 
water
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investments in the 

“We are 
now at a point where 
you, your family 
and children have 
somewhere that you 

Your advancement in 

your future therefore 
starts now,” he 

commitment to 
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The new home was 

commitment to 

“Not only 
in Region Six but in 
every single region 
across this country, 
we are having 
houses like these 
being delivered to 
vulnerable groups,” 

corporate sponsors 

Men on Mission 
Programme to 
expand, 52 new 
homes planned

SINGLE MOTHER OF FIVE RECEIVES NEW HOME SINGLE MOTHER OF FIVE RECEIVES NEW HOME 
THROUGH MEN ON MISSION INITIATIVETHROUGH MEN ON MISSION INITIATIVE
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that this investment 

proactive approach 

its commitment to 

cranes with impressive 

investment is set to 

to service the Northwest 

“Since we have 
launched that, the 
production has come 

come back, and the 
demand for the ferry 

 "This joint 
venture is proof that 
when businesses join 
forces, they don’t 
just grow – they 
prosper,"

cooperative approaches, 

service has increased 
exponentially, and 
now we have to get 
another one,” he 

companies were 

"We each 
recognized that there 
was a common good 
bigger than any one 
of us,"

The new cranes 
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improve their services, 

important role that local 

association aims to 

Content Secretariat, who 
was also present at the 

commitment to 
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station’s importance 

“Pump stations 

such as these aid in 
our overall goal of 
rural revitalisation 
and agricultural 
d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n , 
designed to increase 
farmers’ incomes,” 

“The 
investments we are 
making today lay 
a solid foundation 
for a thriving 
agricultural sector 
that will contribute 

nation’s economic 

prosperity for years 

rise in investment in the 

at the National 

improve internal 

“Radio is truly 
that type of medium 
that has helped our 

c o m m i t m e n t 

comprehensive national 

society, and has 
helped over many 
years to transform 
our society

commitment to 

“This will be almost 

giving out to various 
NDCs,”

will receive excavators 

The initiative has 

electronic entertainment 

commitment to 

on people’s lives in 
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The initiative 

Enhancement Project, 

vital to the maintenance 

in schools, health centers, 

project is the potential 

to hear their concerns, 

“The 
role you play at your 
community level 
should never be 
taken for granted…
This is something you 

that this initiative is 

The 
vendors indicated 
that they wanted a 
proper space they 

the Women Innovation 

“Do not 
limit yourself to the 
opportunities that 

to enhance the aesthetics 

can utilise…and we 
wanted to maximise 
the space,”

avail themselves to 
you…There is nothing 
stopping anyone 
here or elsewhere 
from striving for 
betterment and 
upward mobility,” he 

project is the 

National Botanical 

Improvement Project 

commitment to 

that prioritises
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
protection while

with plans to create new

enhance waste

receive compactor
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new partnerships with 

Two new health 

these partnerships 

million investment, is 

Spain; Western State 

“For many years, 
we have spoken 
about the need for 
a structured cancer 
programme, and 
now we are taking 
the necessary steps 
to implement it,” he 

By placing 
m a m m o g r a p h y 
machines in every 

“Over 
the last three years, 
we have built close to 
25 new health centres 
and posts across this 

The application 

region, we are 
making it easier for 
individuals to access 

“If we 
are going to improve 
survivability, we 
must ensure early 
detection and swift 
intervention,”

country,”

partnerships with 

machine, with other 

to Guyanese for 
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AS the government continues its ef-

forts to transform the health sector and 

increase access to medical care, espe-

cially in hinterland communities, Presi-

dent, Dr. Irfaan Ali has blazed the 

opposition for attempting to run away 

from its sordid track record. 

During a live broadcast, the Presi-

dent discussed the upwards trajectory of 

the health sector, especially after inher-

iting one from APNU+AFC that had 

limited investments. 

In the last three years, 25 new 

health centers and posts were built, he 

said, adding: “These are the type of in-

vestments that we are making… invest-

ments not for 2025, but investments to 

2028.” 

The government has launched a 

number of initiatives that prioritise the 

well-being of all. 

For instance, the spectacle and eye 

testing programme that aided countless 

citizens. From early detection of vision 

problems to financial relief for low-in-

come families, this programme has been 

lauded by many. 

According to President Ali, in 2024 

there were 68,320 eye tests completed 

and almost 55,000 of those individuals 

were given spectacles, all free of cost. 

Compare this to under the former 

coalition government, which was in of-

fice 2015-2020, only 16 cataract surger-

ies were completed at Port Mourant’s 

National Ophthalmology Hospital. 

Under the Ali-led administration 

3,665 surgeries have been completed at 

the same hospital, he noted. 

The President reminded the nation: 

“They (APNU+AFC) shut down the fa-

cility. Can you imagine that between 

2015 and 2020? These are the statistics 

that the APNU /AFC hides from can’t 

account for their period in government, 

they’re not transparent in accounting.” 

Dr. Ali then said: “Today, any citi-

zen from any region who requires 

cataract surgery does that free of cost at 

the Port Mourant Hospital.” 

Taking a look at how audiology has 

also improved, the President spoke on 

how citizens are able to seek assistance. 

He said that in 2019, the pro-

gramme benefited only 647 people, and 

under the APNU+AFC people had to 

pay $65,000 each for their hearing aid. 

However, under the PPP/C, in the 

last four years alone, more than 4,000 

persons benefited from hearing aids, 

which are free of cost. 

“Here is where the revenues of the 

country is going. Going back to our peo-

ple. Going back to create world-class 

healthcare services. World-class educa-

tion services. These are the results that 

they cannot accept. They cannot appre-

ciate it,” Dr. Ali said. 

While the opposition continues to 

resort to its habitual tendencies, the Pres-

ident said that the PPP/C can point to its 

achievements. 

He said: “We can speak about real 

results, about the investment we are 

making in the health care system, the fu-

ture plans that we have for the health 

care system, and the type of results that 

is generating.” 

‘Country’s revenue going right back 
to every Guyanese’: President Ali

President Irfaan Ali
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“We may have 
to collaborate with 

collective achievement, 

“National pride is 
the most important 
ingredient for 
national unity, and 
national pride and 
national unity, are 

equation in building 
national prosperity,” 

notion that national 

the religious leaders 

through which we 

have persons who use 
this sport discipline 
to eat better, to 
exercise and to live 

will support their 
development, and 
we are committed to 

healthy lifestyles, the 
economic derivative 
from that, in terms 
of public health 
expenditure… brings 

the country itself,” he 

athletes to maximise 

We haven’t 
nicked a dime on 
this or shortchanged 

doing that, because 
faith and spirituality 
are essential pillars of 
a grounded nation,” 

on what we are 
delivering to the 

squash fraternity 
and the people … and 
it’s because of both 
his [President Ali] 
love for the sport and 
the importance that 
sport plays in the 
country,” the minister 

National Sports 

Chairman, Steve 
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commitment to 

million was spent in 

Every single 
NDC will see one of 
their grounds with 
lights to facilitate 
the training,” he 
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GOVT EXPLORING SUPPORT GOVT EXPLORING SUPPORT 
FOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS' DEVELOPMENTFOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS' DEVELOPMENT
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