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President Ali hosts Seniors Lunche‘im

IN keeping with the festive season and to show his love and appreciation for
the elderly, President, Dr Irfaan Ali recently hosted a special Christmas luncheon
for senior citizens in Region Three. During the event, seniors had an opportunity
to engage President Ali and several of his Cabinet ministers. Each senior citizen
received a bag filled with goodies (below).
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Royal Caribbean hosts ‘Iconic Summit
on Garibhean tourism after Melissa

Amid the aftermath of Hurricane Melissa in October this year, Caribbean
tourism ministers, directors and executives gathered aboard Royal Caribbean’s
Icon of the Seas this month for an “Iconic Summit” hosted during the Caribbean
Tourism Organization’s (CTO) second annual Caribbean Weekend in Miami, to
discuss the cruise industry’s pivotal role in recovery and long-term resilience and
growth.

Royal Caribbean International President and CEO Michael Bayley detailed
his company’s rapid response to the crisis, including delivering more than 100
pallets of essential supplies, generators, food and water to Jamaica’s port of Fal-
mouth, working with partners to support distribution in hard-hit areas, and help-
ing to provide meals in affected communities. In a candid discussion with CTO
Secretary-General & CEO Dona Regis-Prosper, Bayley said the company sees it-
self as part of the Caribbean community: “I think over the years we’ve always
tried to support the Caribbean communities. Especially in times of crisis, we an-
swer the phone, and we try our best.”

CTO Chairman Ian Gooding-Edghill, Barbados’ Minister of Tourism and
International Transport, thanked Royal Caribbean and his regional partners for
their compassion and generosity in supporting Jamaica and Haiti in the aftermath
of Hurricane Melissa.
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Air Transat route seen as key eco-
nomic boost for Guyana-Canada

GUYANA’S acting High Commissioner to
Canada, Cindy Sauers, is of the view that Guyana’s
quest to become an aviation hub to promote connectiv-
ity is not only a desired objective to facilitate the move-
ment of people, notably the significant Guyanese
diaspora community residing in Canada, but also the

- movement of goods and services to promote economic

and commercial relations between Guyana and Canada
and even beyond.

Speaking at the milestone occasion of Air Transat’s
inaugural direct flight from Toronto to Georgetown re-

. cently, the High Commissioner (ag) said the occasion

marks a new chapter, a new relationship, a new era of
international travel between Guyana and Air Transat,
but more so strengthened bilateral relations between
Guyana and Canada.

According to Sauers, Air Transat’s commitment
has not gone unnoticed and the Government of Guyana
welcomes this initiative/action.

“Please be assured that the Government of Guyana
is doing its part, and has established reliable navigation

SO

services and is spearheading efforts to develop infra-
structure, security framework and related services and
facilities to accommodate the needs of a growing and
progressive aviation sector in Guyana.

“I wish to underscore the facilitatory role and the
importance of Guyana’s strategic geographic location
in South America in influencing/promoting greater con-
nectivity on that continent, but also across the
Caribbean, the Americas, Europe and even beyond.
Having noted Air Transat’s current inroads in South
America, this is an area worth further dialogue amongst
stakeholders to capitalise on the untapped opportuni-
ties.”

The High Commissioner (ag) pointed out that she
is pleased to convey that the Government of Guyana
welcomes air services/airlines such as Air Transat in
coming on board and joining in the journey towards
contributing to Guyana’s progressive aviation sector.

“In recent years Guyana’s economy has been, and
continues to be on a development trajectory, as it is
known as the fastest-growing economy in the world.”
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$100,000 CASH GRANT FOR ALL ADULTS,
MAJOR ECONOMIC REFORMS HEADLINE
PRESIDENT ALI'S FIVE-YEAR AGEI\IDA

President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali sharing his government’s
five-year agenda with a large audience gathered in front of the
Arthur Chung Conference Centre (ACCC).

DISCIPLINED SERVICES MEMBERS TO GET ONE GHANAIAN WOMAN-LED COMPANY JOINS U.S. WAR DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS VISIT
MONTH TAX-FREE BONUS GUYANA'S OIL FRONTIER GUYANA TO EXPAND MILITARY COLLABORATION
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GOVT SERVICES MADE EASY

AS LEONORA CEI\ITBE OPENS ITS DOORS

Residents of Region
Three will no longer be
spending days, or even
weeks, waiting on basic
government  services.
Instead, many are now
walking out of the new
Government Service
Centre at the West
Central Mall, Leonora,
with their documents in
hand and smiles on their
faces.

The shift was evident
during the official
opening of the facility by
President Dr Mohamed
Irfaan Ali, who toured
the centre, engaged staff,
and spoke directly with
residents about their
experiences. What stood
out most was the speed
at which services are
now being delivered.

Services that once
required repeated visits
and lengthy delays are

now being completed in
minutes.

“Can you imagine
that 35 applications
in the last 24 hours,
taking about 10
minutes each, and
people are already

receiving their
certificates the same
day? This would

have taken weeks
before,” President Ali
said, underscoring the

; \
President Ali, Senior Minister in the office of the President
with responsibility for finance, Dr Ashni Singh, Minister of
Public Service, Government Efficiency and Implementation
Zulfikar Ally and the staff of the Guyana Revenue Authority

dramatic improvement.
At the Passport
Office  section, the

transformation was just
as striking. Processing
times have been reduced
to as little as five
minutes, a change the
President described as
“brilliant.”

For residents,
however, the impact
goes beyond efficiency.
One visitor described

the experience as “very
efficient and very
friendly,” a sentiment
the President welcomed,
noting that the goal is
not just faster service,

but better service.

“It’s an
experience,” he
remarked. “They’re

making the process
enjoyable, and that
is exactly what we
want.”

The centre brings

together several
essential services under
one roof, including
passports,  electronic
1dentification (e-ID)
cards, driver’s licences,
and birth, death and
marriage  certificates.
Within the first few
hours of operation,

approximately 20 e-ID
cards were processed,
signalling strong public
demand.

Driver’s licence
processing has also been
streamlined, with the
full process expected to
take no more than three
days. Plans are already in
place to introduce same-
day licences once on-site
printing equipment is
installed.

President Ali highlighted

the wuse of online
government portals
that allow citizens to
complete  forms in
advance,  significantly
reducing wait times.

QR codes will soon be
displayed prominently at
the centre and in public

A resident registering for E-ID card

Technology is
playing a key role in
the improvements.

spaces to make access
even easier.

AR,

Scene from the job falr in Region Three

Hundreds of job
seekers turned out at the
Leonora Track and Field
Facility with résumés
in hand and renewed
optimism, as President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali
announced that at least
300 new jobs for Region
Three residents will be
advertised within days.

The announcement
came during the gas-

NEW PAYDAYS ON THE HORIZON
AS MAJOR PROJECTS DRIVE JOBS IN REGION THREE
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project
hosted by
the government in
collaboration with
Lindsayca Oil & Gas
Integrated  Solutions
Group. The event drew
applicants from across
the country, many eager
to secure work linked to
the expanding industrial
activity taking shape
on the West Bank of

to-energy
job fair,

Demerara.

Addressing the
gathering, President
Ali said vacancies from
several companies,
including Vreed-en-
Hoop  Shore  Base
Inc. and the gas-to-
energy project, will be
uploaded to the national
employment portal, with
some employers ready to
hire immediately.

“This is not five
years from now.
This is immediate,”
the  President told
participants,  stressing
that the benefits of the
gas-to-energy project are
already being felt.

He revealed that the
Vreed-en-Hoop  Shore
Base Facility has so far
generated more than

425 direct and indirect
jobs, while other major
developments are
actively recruiting. One
company, he said, needs

the difference
between vision
and recklessness,

b et ween
transformation and

Scene from the job fair in Region Three

120 workers right away,
and the Wales sugar
refinery is expected
to employ about 100
people, repurposing
old infrastructure into
productive assets.

“This is

decay,” President Ali
said.

Looking ahead, he
explained that the Wales
development, anchored
by the gas-to-energy
project, is expected to
create up to 1,000 jobs

during the construction
phase, with at least 1,500
permanent jobs across
the wider industrial
ecosystem,  including
the gas plant, fertiliser
production, land
development and shore
base operations.

Additional
opportunities are
also on the horizon.
Investors at the Vreed-
en-Hoop Shore Base
have indicated they
will need 150 workers
within six weeks, while
GAICO Construction has
an immediate demand
for 120 employees. The
Parika port development
is also expected to
provide employment for
hundreds.

r President Ali and Minister of Health inspecting the new digital
x-ray machine at the Leonora Hospital

Residents of
Region  Three are
expressing relief and
gratitude following the
commissioning of a
modern digital X-ray
system at the Leonora

Hospital, an upgrade
that is already easing
both  financial and
physical burdens for
patients.

The more
$130 million

than
system

NEW X-RAY MACHINE BRINGS FASTER

CARE TO LEONORA RESIDENTS

was officially unveiled
by President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali.
He was accompanied
by Minister of Health
Dr Frank Anthony, as
they toured the facility
and met with staff and
patients.

For pensioner Merl
Parkinson, the new
service is life-changing.
Being totally  blind,
travelling to Georgetown
for X-rays was
exhausting and stressful.

“To move from

here to Georgetown,
it’s fatiguing,”
Parkinson  explained.
He described the new
machine as amajor asset,
not only for himself but
for his family and the
wider community. “This
is a great move that
President Ali and
the government have
made to enhance the
operations of this
institution,” he said,
noting that he has long
advocated for improved
services at the hospital.

Another patient,
Lynette, welcomed
the relief from added
expenses. She shared
that she previously had
to pay about $2,500 in
taxi fare to access X-ray
services at the West
Demerara Hospital.
With the service now
available at Leonora,
that cost is eliminated.

Doctor-in-Charge
Dr Zelda Luke Blyden
explained that the digital
system  replaces an
analogue machine that

was decommissioned in
August 2024, restoring
X-ray  services for
thousands of residents.

“With this service,
patients will now
have comprehensive
care,” she said, adding
that faster diagnoses
and improved treatment
outcomes are expected.

The new system
marks a significant step
forward in strengthening
healthcare delivery in
Region Three.
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$100,000 CASH GRANT FORALL ADULTS, MAJOR ECONOMIC
REFORMS HEADLINE PRESIDENT ALI'S FIVE-YEAR AGENDA

Scene from the national
address at the Arthur
Chung Conference Centre

DIRECT CASH
SUPPORT AND
COST-OF-LIVING
RELIEF

In  keeping with
commitments to the
people, the government
will allocate funds in the
2026 National Budget to
deliver a $100,000 cash
grant to every Guyanese
aged 18 and older. The
measure was outlined
during a national address
at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre
(ACCC), where President
Irfaan Ali presented his
government’s economic

$60,000 per month,
and the public assistance
grant to $40,000 per
month.

STRENGTHENING
HEALTHCARE
AND ESSENTIAL
SERVICES

Investments in
healthcare will include
an electronic inventory
management  system
to track the movement
and availability of drugs
and medical supplies,

ensuring adequate
stock levels nationwide.
A national records
platform, electronic
appointment  system,
and Al integration
will strengthen service
delivery.

The recently

launched Digital Health

Training Institute,
offering a three-year
programme, will
develop personnel
to operate Guyana’s

digital health systems.

and social agenda for the |8

next five years.

The cash grant

forms part of a broader |

programme of support,
with additional grants
to be rolled out over
the period. Households
will also receive
assistance to support
home construction and
upgrades, while parents
of school-aged children
will benefit from the
Because We Care cash
grant, which will be
gradually increased
to $100,000 per year.
The  non-contributory
old-age pension will be
progressively raised to

programmes and
ongoing modernisation
of facilities and curricula.

HOUSING, WATER
AND SANITATION
Net property tax

individuals  will
be  abolished, and
over 40,000 houses;
approximately 4,000
per year, are expected to
be built, with focus on
clearing the backlog of
house-lot  applications
and expanding home
ownership nationwide.
Access to potable water
has reached 98.4 per
cent, with plans to
achieve 100 per cent

on

treated water access
along the coast.

Solid waste
management and

sanitation improvements
will include wastewater
treatment upgrades,

deployment of critical
equipment, and a
nationwide  recycling

programme. A  solid

Scene ﬁom the natwnal address at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre

Investments over the
next five years aim to
position the country
as a biotechnology
research hub, supported
by a life sciences park
and a tropical medicine
institute.

Free education at
all levels will continue,
alongside  scholarship

waste management and
beautification initiative
will also develop new
landfill sites and green
spaces.

FISCAL MEASURES
TO STIMULATE
GROWTH AND
INVESTMENT

Tax and investment
initiatives will support
agriculture and agro-

processing,
corporate tax removed
from these  sectors

and special economic
zones will offer tax-free
incentives. Flat taxes
for double-cab pickups
will be introduced: $2
million for vehicles
under 2000ce, and
$3 million for those
between 2000cc and
2500cc. These measures
aim to boost investment,
production, and sustain
economic growth.

EXPLORING A
NATIONAL RAIL
TRANSIT SYSTEM

Options  are  being
examined for a large-
scale rail system to
ease  congestion in
Georgetown and improve
cargo movement from
Lethem to the Atlantic
coast. A feasibility study
is underway to ensure a
modern, well-connected
transport network.

DIGITAL
GOVERNANCE
AND CITIZEN-

CENTERED
SERVICES
Citizens  Connect,
a digital portal for
transparency and citizen
engagement, will launch
before year-end, allowing
issues to be submitted
to government agencies
and tracked in real
time. By 2026, it will be
integrated into a single
e-Government platform
for online services,
including IDs, passports,
business registration, tax
filings, and payments.
Other reforms

with '@

Scene from the national address at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre

include Gov Connect
for appointments,
digital performance

dashboards,
e-procurement systems,
and real-time project
monitoring.

PREPARING

GUYANESE FOR

THE DIGITAL

ECONOMY

A national digital
literacy =~ programme,
coding in secondary
schools, free digital
certification, and
innovation boot camps
will equip citizens with
skills for a modern
economy.

FINANCING SMES
AND EXPANDING
INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Small and Medium
Enterprises will access
up to $10 million in zero-
collateral loans through
the Guyana Development

Bank, prioritising youth,

women, and persons
with disabilities. Micro-
businesses will be eligible
for up to $3 million
in zero-interest loans,
supported by mentorship
and technical assistance.

A junior  stock
exchange will provide
small and emerging
companies with capital-
raising  opportunities
under simplified
regulations, offering
investment options for
local savers.

A FIVE-YEAR
VISION FOR
INCLUSIVE
GROWTH
Together,
initiatives  reflect a
strategy of inclusive
development,
modernisation, and
long-term  prosperity,
ensuring  that  all
Guyanese can participate
fully in the nation’s
growth and share in its
benefits.

these

Scene from the national address at the Arthur Chung

Conference Centre

$50,000 DISABILITY CASH GRANT
BEING DISTRIBUTED

For thousands of
Guyanese living with
permanent disabilities,
December 18 marked
more than just another
day on the calendar. It
was the beginning of
much-needed financial
relief, as distribution
of the government’s
$50,000 Disability
Cash Grant officially got
underway across the
country.

The initiative,
announced by President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan
Alj, is expected to bring
direct support to more
than 27,000 vulnerable
citizens, injecting

approximately $1.4
billion into households
that often face daily
financial strain. For
many beneficiaries,
the grant offers help
with basic necessities,

medical expenses and
improved quality of life.

Minister of Human
Services and  Social
Security, Dr Vindhya
Persaud explained

that the process

Scene from the national address at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre

is straightforward

for persons already
registered  with  the
Ministry as living with
permanent disabilities.
“These
persons
official register
of permanent
disabilities, and
the process begins
immediately,” Dr
Persaud said, noting
that beneficiaries can
access the funds using
the voucher found at
the back of their 2025

on

Permanent  Disability
booklet.

For recipients
living in rural and

are |
our &

Scene from the national address at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre

hinterland communities,
the ability to cash the
voucher at post offices
or recognised outlets
such as MoneyGram,
SurePay and Western
Union  brings  the
assistance  closer to
home. Dr  Persaud
encouraged beneficiaries

to act promptly, while
reminding them to
ensure the final page of
their disability booklet
is properly stamped at
their nearest Probation
and  Social  Services
Office before collecting
the grant.
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DISCIPLINED SERVICES MEMBERS TO GET

Members of
Guyana’s  Disciplined
Services will receive
a one-month, tax-
free Christmas bonus,
providing added
financial  relief  for
thousands of families
during the holiday
season.

The announcement
was made by
Commander-in-Chief,
President Dr Mohamed
Irfaan Alj, at the Guyana
Defence Force’s annual
Christmas Luncheon at
Base Camp Stephenson.
The bonus is expected
to inject approximately
$2.1 billion in
disposable income

President Ali at the Guyana Defence Force’s annual

ONEMONTHT

}‘.

\

announcement

into the economy,
benefiting more than
13,000 members of the
Disciplined Services.
The measure
forms part of a broader
programme aimed at
improving the welfare

Christmas Luncheon at Base Camp Stephenson

Guyana Police Force ranks reacting to the

' working

and
development of
servicemen and women.
Over the past five years,
the one-month tax-free
bonus has been restored
and sustained, alongside
salary increases,
upward  adjustments
to pay scales, faster
promotions, improved

professional

and expanded training
opportunities. Since its

reintroduction in 2020, |

more than $6 billion
has been distributed
through the initiative,
which was expanded in
2023 to include civilian
employees of the GDF.

In addition to

conditions ¥

financial support,
emphasis continues to
be placed on preparing
soldiers for life beyond
activeservice. Thousands
across the joint services
are currently benefitting
from the Guyana Online
Academy of Learning
(GOAL) Scholarship
Programme, with steps
being taken to ensure all
soldiers are registered
on the Guyana Digital

School, particularly
for Mathematics and
English.

The annual
Christmas Luncheon

remains a longstanding
tradition within
the Defence Force,

AX-FREE BONUS

Guyana Police Force ranks reacting to the

announcement

symbolising unity and
mutual respect. The

practice of senior officers
serving meals to junior

President Ali at the Guyana Defence Force’s annual
Christmas Luncheon at Base Camp Stephenson

ranks reinforces values
of humility, service and
teamwork.

The Disciplined
Services  were  also
commended for their
role in  protecting
Guyana’s borders and
safeguarding  national
sovereignty amid
increasing regional
and global uncertainty,
as efforts continue to
strengthen defence
capability and ensure
long-term security and
dignity for those who
serve.

INVESTMENTS, NOTHANDOUTS, WILL DRIVE
SHARED PROSPERITY -VP JAGDEO

Govt targets long-
term jobs, income
growth and equal
opportunity

Vice President Dr
Bharrat Jagdeo says
sustained investments,
not handouts, will
remain the government’s
primary tool for ensuring
shared prosperity and
equal opportunities
across Guyana.

Speaking at
his  weekly  media
engagement, Dr Jagdeo
said the administration
is focused on long-
term job creation and

income generation,
guided by policies
designed to ensure

prosperity reaches every
household, regardless of
geographical location.

BUILDING ON
FIVE YEARS OF
PROGRESS

Referencing
President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali’s
announcement outlining
the government’s five-
year plan, the vice
president said progress
over the past five years
has been rooted in
keeping promises to
the people, particularly

in expanding access to
education, healthcare
and economic
opportunity.

“We made a lot of
progress in the past
five years because
we kept our promise

to people. We
expanded education,
we expanded
healthcare,” Dr
Jagdeo said.

However, he
acknowledged that
while significant strides
have  been  made,
the administration

recognises that more
must be done to fully
transform lives and
communities.

CASH GRANTS
PART OF A
BROADER
STRATEGY

Dr Jagdeo

emphasised that cash
grants, while helpful,
are not a standalone
solution. Instead, they
form part of a wider
package of policies aimed
at empowering citizens
and strengthening
household incomes.

He reiterated

President Ali’s position
that additional cash

grants will be rolled out
over the next five years,

alongside measures
designed to reduce the
costofliving and improve
economic security.

One such measure
is tax reform. The vice
president  highlighted
the increase in the
income tax threshold to
$130,000 per month,
meaning only earnings
above that amount are
taxed. He added that the
threshold is expected
to rise annually and,

o

' L)

within five years, mirror
levels seen in developed
countries.

IMPROVING
JOBS, HOUSING
AND BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Dr Jagdeo

also announced
improved support for
approximately 30,000
part-time workers and
Community Service
Officers (CSOs), who will
benefit from increased
monthly stipends.

For part-time
workers, he said the
government is actively
working to transition
some into permanent
positions, providing
greater job security and
opportunities for career
advancement.

In the housing
sector, the vice president
said the government’s
goal is to ensure citizens
live in decent homes
within  clean, well-
developed communities.

He also outlined
plans to support young
entrepreneurs and small
business owners through
accessible  financing,
mentorship and
business  development
support. This includes
the establishment of the
Guyana  Development
Bank, which will offer
zero-interest, Zero-
collateral loans to small
and medium enterprises
to help them access
capital and grow.

PARTNERSHIPS
TO TACKLE DRUG
TRAFFICKING

Dr Jagdeo
reaffirmed  Guyana’s
commitment to regional
and international

cooperation in
combating drug
trafficking, particularly
through  collaboration
with the United States.

“We support
any fight against
drug traffickers,
and we will work
with the United
States of America
collaboratively,” he
said.

DISMISSES
HEALTH RUMOURS

The vice president
also dismissed rumours
regarding his health,
stating that he is not
ill and has not been
diagnosed with cancer.
He described the claims
as politically motivated
misinformation and
assured the public that
he remains fully engaged
in his duties.

Dr Jagdeo
said many of the
government’s initiatives,
including training,
entrepreneurship, and
the digitalisation of the
health and education
sectors, will be detailed
in the 2026 National
Budget.
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GHANAIAN WOMAN-LED COMPANY
JOINS GUYANA'S OIL FRONTIER

Guyana’s  growing
oil sector has welcomed
a new and historic
partner with the signing
of a Production Sharing

signed at the Pegasus
Corporate Suite, includes
a US$17 million signing
bonus, surpassing
the government’s

a3y
A

Minister of Natural Resources Vickram Bharrat and
Founder and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Cybele
Energy, Beatrice Mensah Tayui, signing the PSA for

shallow-water Block S7

Agreement (PSA) for
the shallow-water Block
S7, bringing Ghanaian,
woman-led Cybele
Energy Ltd into the
country’s expanding
offshore frontier.

The agreement,

minimum threshold
and underscoring global
confidence in Guyana’s
management of its
natural resources. But
beyond its financial
value, the deal
carries deep symbolic

. to

importance.

Cybele Energy’s
Founder and  Chief
Executive Officer,

Beatrice Mensah Tayui,
is now the first African
and the first woman to
lead an exploration and
production  company
operating in Guyana.
For Tayui, the moment
marked a connection that
goes beyond business,
a link between Ghana
and Guyana, bonded
by shared heritage
and a commitment
responsible
development.

“Today, I stand
as a symbol, uniting
the nation of Ghana
and the nation
of Guyana...with
ancestral ties bound,
signed, sealed, and
delivered,” she said,
describing the milestone
as both professional and

personal.
Minister of Natural
Resources Vickram

Bharrat welcomed the
new partnership, noting
that the agreement
reflects Guyana’s rising
international profile and
its appeal to reputable
global investors. He
said the deal will open
new doors for the local
private sector and create
fresh employment
opportunities for
Guyanese.

“It shows that our
work has been truly
recognised around
the world,” he noted.
“The future looks
bright for Guyana and
Guyana’s partners.”

Cybele Energy also
signed a new Petroleum
Exploration Licence
(PEL), becoming only
the second company to
operate under Guyana’s
updated fiscal regime,
which includes a 10 per
cent royalty, 10 per cent
corporate tax, and a
reduced  cost-recovery
ceiling. Profit oil will be

Energy

shared equally between
the government and the
contractor, terms far
stronger than the widely
criticised Stabroek Block
PSA.

The company
estimates  that  the
S7  Block holds a
“conservative” 400
million  barrels  of
recoverable oil. Located
roughly 50 kilometres
from ExxonMobil’s Liza
developments, the block
lies within a proven oil-
rich fairway that trends
toward Suriname.

Tayui has pledged
that Cybele’s operations
will be responsible,

Guyana inks rich Block S7 oil deal with Ghana’s Cybele

TR /

transparent, and
inclusive, with a focus on
training and employing

Guyanese,  especially
women and  young
people interested in

science and engineering
careers.

With  the  first
exploration well
expected  within 12

months, Cybele Energy’s
arrival marks a new
chapter in Guyana’s oil
frontier, one defined not
only by investment, but
by heritage, opportunity,
and shared ambition
between two nations.

-

technical campus
Starting ~ January
2026, students in

Berbice will step into a
world of opportunity at
the Guyana Technical

Training College
Incorporated  (GTTCI)
campus in Port Mourant,

where hands-on learning
meets career-ready
certification.
Constructed by local
company Raffik and Sons
Construction, the newly
completed facility is

Hands-on learning arrives in Berbice with new

designed to give students
practical experience
that prepares them for
careers in Guyana’s
growing industries,
including oil and gas,
tourism, and hospitality.
Equipped with a state-
of-the-art Facility
Simulator (FacTor),
modern workshops,
lecture rooms, and
administrative  offices,
the campus combines
cutting-edge technology

with

%1 Mohamed
+ Al

BERBICE STUDENTS SET
TO GAIN REAL-WORLD SKILLS AT GTTCI

experiential
learning.
President Dr
Irfaan
highlighted  the
milestone on his official
social media  page,
noting the government’s
commitment to
cultivating a skilled,
capable workforce that

e B

Hands-on learning arrives in Berbice with new
technical campus

can drive economic
growth and innovation.

Graduates will
receive globally
accredited advanced
technician certificates,
giving them  access
to  high-paying jobs
both  locally  and
The
are

internationally.
programmes

* Six

|
«

Hands-on learning arrives in Berbice with new
technical campus

_' designed to create a
generation of

skilled
professionals ready to
contribute actively to
Guyana’s expanding
economy.

The GTTCI campus
is part of a broader
vision to make Region
the  Caribbean’s
technical training hub.

Alongside  the new
facility, the Hospitality
and Tourism Institute
will offer specialised
programmes tailored
to industry needs,
providing students with
clear pathways from
training to employment.

The
of Guyana and the

European Union (EU) Dialogue on December9, Cooperation.

European

Guyana and EU officials meeting to advance
development and governance goals

Government held the 10th Guyana- atthe Ministry of Foreign
Partnership Affairs and International

The
delegations were led
by Minister of Foreign
Affairs  Hugh Todd
and EU Ambassador
to Guyana, Luca
Pierantoni.

Both sides
highlighted the
importance of the annual
dialogue as a platform
for consultation,
strengthening
bilateral ~ cooperation,
and supporting

multilateralism
under  the  United
Nations Charter. They
reaffirmed their shared
commitment to global
peace, sustainable
development, and
democratic governance.

The meeting also
included senior officials
from Guyana’s Ministry
of  Foreign  Affairs,
EU representatives
including Ambassador
Marianne van Steen, as
well as the Ambassadors

)

~ : = (Y
Guyana and EU officials meeting to advance

development and governance goals

of France, Sweden, and
an Italian Embassy
official concurrently

accredited to Guyana.
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NEW CONSULATE HIGHLIGHTS GROWING

FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN GUYANA AND GRENADA

Smiles and handshakes marked the launch of
Grenada’s new consulate in Georgetown

Guyana and
Grenada recently
strengthened their

Caribbean partnership
with the launch of the
Honorary Consulate of
Grenada in Georgetown,
highlighting a
commitment to regional
cooperation, diplomacy,
and shared development.

The ceremony,
attended by President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan
Ali, Grenadian Prime
Minister Dickon
Mitchell, and Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Trade
and Export Development
Joseph Andall, marked

leaders, and community
members. President Ali
described the office as
more than a diplomatic
outpost; it will serve as a
hub for communication,

business facilitation,
tourism promotion,
and people-to-
people engagement.
“It is opening a
door to expanded
cooperation built

on strong bonds
between Guyana and
Grenada,” he said.
Tourism  emerged
as a central focus
of the partnership.
President Ali highlighted
the complementary
nature of the two
countries’ offerings.
“Grenada is globally
recognised for its
beaches, marine
attractions, yachting,
and  spice-infused
cultural charm
that has earned it
the nickname the
Spice Isle. Guyana,
by contrast, offers
world-class eco-
tourism, rainforests,
waterfalls, wildlife,
and river-based
adventures.
Together, these

differences become
a powerful asset.
We can create multi-
destination packages
that offer greater
value to travelers and
strengthenCaribbean
competitiveness.”
To make such
initiatives  successful,
President Ali stressed the
importance of expanding
air connectivity between
the nations. He also
emphasised that the
consulate will play a
pivotal role in facilitating
business ventures and
promoting tourism,
while fostering enduring

people-to-people )

relationships.

Beyond  tourism,
President Ali outlined
plans for economic
collaboration,
particularly in trade
and agriculture. He
proposed a bilateral
agreement in the first
quarter of 2026 that
would position Guyana
as a reliable supplier

demand. Such initiatives,
he noted, could
encourage the Caribbean
to remove outdated trade

barriers and outdated
regulations.

Prime Minister
Mitchell praised

Guyana as a strong and
regional
highlighting

dependable
partner,

areas of integration and
collaboration.

The consulate will
be headed by Dr Komal
Singh, a  respected

Guyanese businessman
appointed as Honorary
Consul of Grenada in
Georgetown. In this role,
Dr Singh will represent
interests

Grenada’s

President Ali and Prime Minister Mitchell unveiling the
plaque for the new Grenada Consulate

President Ali’s
leadership in supporting
Caribbean nations
during natural disasters.
“The Caribbean
must focus on local

while continuing his
own professional work,
further  strengthening
the  economic  and
cultural links between
the two nations.

a new chapter in the of quality, consistent solutions and drive Senior Minister in

growing friendship food to  Grenada. its own economic theOfficeofthe President

between the two nations. He also  suggested growth,” he said, Dr AshniSingh, Minister

The consulate, joint investment in recognising  Guyana’s of Tourism, Industry

located on New Market modernising Grenada’s role in  promoting and Commerce Susan

Street, was inaugurated spice industry, including regional  self-reliance Rodrigues, Minister of

in a gathering of enhanced  processing and cooperation. Foreign Affairs Hugh

government  officials, Thtte new Gregada consulate itn guyaq;q ripres;nts and packaging capacities The two leaders Todd, and members of

diplomats, business gosozgm‘l’t‘i‘;‘gc;n’.ggzzﬁ‘;,';’;fgne » restitent, an to meet regional and have already begun the diplomatic corps

international =~ market discussions on several were also present.

improvements, and

NEW AVIATION ACADEMY TO SUPPORT it
nationwide.

Turning to  the

When President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan
Ali  announced that

“aspiring pilots will
earn their wings right
here in Guyana”, it
signalled the beginning
of a new era in local
aviation training.

That moment
marked the official
launch of the ICAO Next
Generation of Aviation
Professionals Plus
(NGAP+) Programme,
Guyana’s new aviation
academy designed to
prepare citizens for
the country’s rapidly
expanding aviation
sector.

Held at the Pegasus
Corporate  Suites in
Georgetown, the launch
brought together
eager cadets, students,
aviation pioneers, and
international partners.
For many young
people in attendance,
the announcement
represented not just

President Ali addressing the launch of the ICAO Next
Generation of Aviation Professionals Plus (NGAP+)
Programme

an opportunity, but a
pathway to dreams that
once felt far beyond their
reach.

The new academy
will train and certify
Guyanese in every major

aviation profession,
including pilots, aircraft
engineers, safety
inspectors, air traffic

controllers, ground crew,
and logistics specialists.
President Ali emphasised
that the rapid growth of
air travel, both domestic
and international, has

created an urgent need
for a new generation of
trained and disciplined
aviation professionals.

“We will need an
entirenewgeneration
of professionals, and
we must prepare
them at a rapid pace,”
he said.

The academy
brings together several
key  partners:  the
Guyana Civil Aviation
Authority (GCAA), the
International Air Cadets
Training Limited of the

GUYANA'S EXPANDING SKIES

United Kingdom, the Air
Cadets of Guyana, and
the University of Guyana.
Each partner contributes
specialised expertise to
establish a world-class
training system tailored
for Guyana’s needs.
“We are clearing
a new flight path for
our nation’s future,”
President Ali told the
gathering. “This is
not an initiative by
accident or chance.
Each partner here

has brought their
expertise, their
vision, and their

commitment to this ¢

critical mission.”

He noted that
Guyana’s  skies are
becoming busier
each month. More

international airlines are
charting routes to the
country, and domestic

aviation continues to
extend deeper into the
interior, connecting
remote communities

and supporting national
development.

“No region, no
community will be
left on the tarmac
of progress,” the
President affirmed.

To support this
growing  sector, the
government is investing
heavily in  aviation
infrastructure, including
anew terminal at Cheddi
Jagan International
Airport, upgrades to
the Lethem and Rose
Hall airports, extensive
hinterland airstrip

cadets, the first cohort of
the academy, President
Ali issued a motivating

charge.
“In aviation,
there is no room

for ‘almost’. There
is only ‘correct’,” he
said. “The future of
aviation in Guyana is
not just bright, it is
dazzling.”

With the academy
now launched, Guyana
is preparing its young
people to take flight,
literally and figuratively,
into an aviation future
full of opportunity.

President Ali addressing the launch of the ICAO Next
Generation of Aviation Professionals Plus (NGAP+)
Programme
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U.S. WAR DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS VISIT GUYANA

TO EXPAND IUIII.ITABY COI.I.ABORATIOI\I

Senior officials from
the United States War
Department visited
Guyana to strengthen
the strategic military
partnership ~ between
the two nations. The
delegation,  including
Senior Advisor to the
Secretary of War Patrick
Weaver and Acting
Assistant Secretary
of War for Western
Hemisphere Affairs

Joseph Humire, met
with Pres1dent Dr.
Mohamed Irfaan Ali and

top Guyanese officials at
State House.

The visit underscores
the long-standing
security cooperation

between Guyana and
the United States, aimed
at promoting peace,
stability, and territorial
integrity.  Discussions
focused on countering

transnational  criminal
networks and advancing
shared security goals
across the Caribbean

2 . and South America.

The meeting with War Department and President Ali
and top Guyanese officials at State House

During the meeting,
both countries signed a
Statement of Intent to

expand joint military
collaboration, ensuring
full respect for the

sovereignty and legal
frameworks of each
nation. The delegation

was accompanied by U.S.
Ambassador to Guyana,
HE Nicole Theriot.
Guyana’s delegation
included Minister of
Foreign Affairs Hugh
Todd, National Security
Advisor Captain Gerry
Gouveia, Foreign
Secretary Robert
Persaud, and Chief of
Defence Staff Brigadier
Omar Khan, who all

participated in  the
discussions aimed at
deepening defence
collaboration.

The vessel in question

VESSEL FALSELY FLYING GUYANA FLAG
SPARKS MARAD'S WARNING

The Maritime
Administration
Department (MARAD)
has raised concerns
over the growing misuse
of the Guyana flag by
vessels not registered in

the country.
Recently, the
Government of the

United States informed
MARAD that the Motor
Tanker SKIPPER (ex-

ADISA), IMO Number
0304667, was spotted
in international waters
falsely flying the Guyana
Flag. MARAD confirmed
that the vessel is not
registered in Guyana,

marking this as an
unacceptable violation.
The agency
emphasised its
commitment to

safeguardingtheintegrity

of Guyana’s maritime
registry. “MARAD
will continue to
collaborate with
international
partners and
maritime agencies
to identify, pursue,
and take firm
action against any
unauthorised use of
the Guyana Flag,”
statement said.

MARAD urged
vessel operators and the
maritime  community
to ensure compliance
with all registration and
flagging regulations
to maintain  safety,
security, and  the
country’s reputation in
international waters.

GUYANA POLICE FORCE DELIVERS SAFER STREETS -

PRESIDENT ALI SAI.IITES BECOBD YEAR

It was a record year
for the Guyana Police
Force. With crime rates
dropping and clearance
rates rising, President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali
praised officers for their
discipline, commitment,
and  the  tangible
difference they've made
in communities across
the country.

Speaking at the
GPF’s traditional
Christmas breakfast at
the Police Officers’ Mess
Annexe in Eve Leary, he
highlighted a 61.7 per
cent crime clearance
rate and a 25.2 per cent
reduction in serious
crimes in 2025.

“These numbers
matter because they

represent people,
families who feel
safer, communities
that are more secure,
and a country that is
stronger,”  President
Ali said, commending
both the leadership
and the officers on the
frontlines for  their
dedication.

He also lauded the
force’s  modernisation
efforts, including five
new real-time command
centres and the
deployment of 120 patrol
vehicles nationwide,
upgrades  that are
helping officers respond
more efficiently and keep
communities safer.

While Christmas
is a time of celebration

for most Guyanese,
President Ali reminded
the police that it is also
a period demanding
extraordinary sacrifice.
“You give of
yourselves every day,
sacrificing time with
loved ones, enduring

harsh conditions,
and facing risks most
cannot imagine.

In doing so, you
live the true spirit
of Christmas:
selflessness,
compassion, and
commitment to
others,” he said.

The president used
the occasion to reaffirm
his government’s
commitment to the
welfare and professional

GPF’s Christmas breakfast

growth of officers. He
encouraged personnel
approaching 20 years of
service to protect their
careers and retirement
benefits and instructed
senior ranks to ensure
all officers are enrolled
in the Guyana Digital
School, emphasising the

importance of CSEC-

level English and Math.
He also tied
ongoing infrastructure
improvements,
including  modernised
police stations with
better  facilities, to
morale and professional
pride, noting  that

safe,  well-maintained
workplaces directly
support efficiency and
discipline.

Concluding his
address, President Ali
emphasised that a secure
country is central to
national  development.
“Security is the most
critical component of

| building prosperity

and achieving human
development. Your
dedication is woven
into our digitisation,
education, and
Jjustice reforms...
without your work,
the country’s
transformation
would not be
possible.”

John Doe
200-201 Camp Street, Georgetown

Eye Colour
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Technology has weeks to surrender
exposed discrepancies invalid or illegally
in  Guyana’s driver obtained licences.
licencing system, and President Dr
the government is now Mohamed Irfaan Ali

giving  offenders six

made the announcement

during the Guyana
Police Force’s traditional
Christmas breakfast at
the Police Officers’ Mess
Annexe in Eve Leary,
Georgetown.
Individuals holding
licences obtained under
irregular circumstances
have until January 20,
2026, to come forward.
After this grace period,
names will be published,
licences suspended, and
legal action initiated.
The move follows
a comprehensive
post-audit  conducted
by the government

TECHNOLOGY UNCOVERS

LICENCING IRREGULARITIES

in partnership with
the Guyana Revenue
Authority (GRA), and
the Ministries of Home
Affairs, and  Public
Service. Using integrated
digital systems, officials
uncovered cases where

individuals received
practical licences
without ever passing

the mandatory theory
examination.

“If 150 people
pass the theory,
but 400 receive

practical certificates,
something is wrong,”
President Ali  said.
“Technology has
allowed us to trace
every step, and we
have all the names.”

The president
emphasised that this
initiative is part of

a broader push for
institutional integrity,
digital transformation,
and accountability.
Citizens are encouraged
to comply and re-enter
the licencing process
legitimately,  ensuring
fairness, road safety, and
public trust across the
nation.
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First White Sugar Refinery launched

Withanewrefineryat
the former Wales Sugar
Estate, Guyana aims to
reduce regional sugar
imports and establish
itself as a key supplier to
the Caribbean.

Guyana is poised
to make history with
its first white sugar
refinery, a  US$20
million project described
by Senior Minister in the

Office of the President
with responsibility for
Finance, Dr Ashni Singh,
as a defining moment
for the country’s agro-
industrial future.

The refinery is a
joint venture between
GAICO  Construction
and General Services
Inc. and Sucro Limited,
and is scheduled for
completion in 2026.

. Once

GUYANA TO REFINE ITS WAY
TO THE CABIBBEAI\I MARKET

operational, it
will produce 100,000
tonnes of refined sugar
annually, with room to
expand. This output is
expected to significantly

reduce the Caribbean’s §

dependence on imported
sugar,
200,000 tonnes valued
at US$180 million in
2024.

Speaking at the

which reached §i&

First White Sugar Refinery launched

signing ceremony at
the Pegasus Suites in
Georgetown, Dr Singh
highlighted the refinery’s
regional  importance.
The  project aligns
directly with Guyana’s
CARICOM commitments
and the 25 by 2030

initiative championed by
President Dr Mohamed
Irfaan Ali.

The refinery is not
just about numbers; it
is also about honouring
a rich sugar heritage.
Sugar cultivation

shaped Guyana’s earliest
economic activity,
built communities, and
brought generations
of ancestors to these
shores. Dr Singh noted
the government’s
steadfast support for the

industry, even through
challenges like the
loss of the European
preferential market and
the closure of estates
between 2015 and 2020.
The  project s
expected to generate
jobs, opportunities,
and trade Dbenefits,
creating prospects for
local farmers, workers,
and communities. With
modern technology
and scalability built in,
the refinery positions
Guyana as a key player
in Caribbean sugar
markets, blending
history, innovation, and
regional leadership.

As Guyana continues
its rapid development,
local businesses arebeing

urged to collaborate
and pool resources
to take advantage
of  the country’s
growing economic
opportunities. Minister
of  Public  Service,
Government Efficiency
and  Implementation,

Zulfikar Ally, made the
call at the 136th Annual
Awards  Presentation
& Gala Dinner of the
Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(GCCD), highlighting
the  importance  of
strategic  partnerships
in  competing  with
international firms.
“When you pool
your resources, your
knowledge, and your
talents, you can be
the best, and you can
be very competitive,”
Minister Ally said. He
stressed that local firms

GUYANESE BUSINESSES ENCOURAGED
TO FORM PARTI\IEBSHIPS FORNATIONAL PROJECTS

cannot tackle
projects alone and that
forming consortia is key
to securing contracts on
large-scale initiatives.
Minister Ally also
praised Kathy Smith,
President of the GCCI,
and her team for
successfully ~ forming
a  consortia,
that the government
fully supports such
collaborative efforts.
“The president has
said it many times:
our expectations
are that you in the
private sector should
think about not
doing these things on
your own but joining
forces to compete
with  international
players,” he added.

noting §

major R

Over past
five years, Minister
Ally  highlighted the
positive  impact  of
government-private
sector collaboration,
citing reduced taxes,
increased  disposable
income, human
capital investment,
and nationwide
infrastructure upgrades

Minister Ally presenting an award to one of the
| honourees at the Gala event

the

that have created an
enabling environment
for local businesses to
grow.

Looking  forward,
he pointed to emerging
opportunities, including
interest-free loans from
the Guyana Development
Bank, new economic
zones in Berbice, growth
in the tourism and

ICT sectors, Al-driven
telemedlclne Cross-
border connectivity
links, and a second gas-
to-energy plant.

Minister of Tourism,
Industry and Commerce,
Susan Rodrigues,
encouraged the private
sector to capitalise on
the groundwork already
laid by the government.
government
has done the heavy
lifting. @What is
required now is the
determination to
take advantage of the
possibilities,” she said.

Minister of Home

Affairs Oneidge
Walrond also addressed
attendees, highlighting

government’s
investments in

security, including
the expanding ‘Safe
Country’  programme,
which provides faster
investigations, stronger
asset protection, and
improved safety for
businesses nationwide.

The event celebrated
local success stories,
with honours presented
to Matthew Gaul, Hand-
in-Hand Insurance,
Green Agro Services
and Supplies, Dragon
Fly Drone Solutions,
ExxonMobil ~ Guyana,
and Total Property
Management  Services
Inc., underscoring the
potential for homegrown
companies to thrive
through  collaboration
and innovation.

83 WOMEN RECEIVE BUSINESS GRANTS
TOLAUNCH AND GROW ENTERPRISES

Eighty-three women
across Guyana have been
empowered to turn their
entrepreneurial dreams
into reality, thanks to
business grants provided
through  collaboration
among the Ministry of
Human Services and
Social ~ Security, the
Government of Canada,
and the Inter-American
Development Bank
(IDB).

The grants, valued
at $300,000 each, were
distributed at the Guyana
Women’s  Leadership
Institute (GWLI),
East Coast Demerara,
totalling approximately
$25 million. Recipients
included  participants
from the Women’s

o

and
Network

Innovation
Investment
(WIIN) programme,
survivors of gender-
based violence, and
individuals assisted by
the Counter-Trafficking
in Persons Unit, ensuring
support for women from
diverse backgrounds in
nine of the country’s 10
regions.

Minister of Human
Services and  Social
Security Dr. Vindhya
Persaud described
the initiative as a
transformational
milestone. “We have
not just trained you
through WIIN in a
particular skill. We
have engaged with
yousothatyoucansee

how your skills can
lead you to financial
independence and
stability. You will
understand what it
means to not only
put money into the

business, but to
constantly reinvest
it,” she said.

Dr. Persaud
encouraged
accountability and
sustainability as
these women take the
next steps in their
entrepreneurial journey.
She also applauded

the growing number of
women venturing into
non-traditional sectors
such as construction, oil
and gasservices, logistics,
and technology. “This

initiative introduces
83 additional
women into
Guyana’s expanding
network of female-
owned businesses,
strengthening

gender equality
and economic
diversification,” she
added.

Lorena Salazar,
Country Representative

of the IDB in Guyana,
reminded the women
of the wider impact of
their ventures. “With
business, you will
help to improve
the condition of
your families, or
more so, the entire
ecosystem of your
family, including

{NISTRY OF HUMAN SEFWIﬂ g
AND SOCIAL SECURITY e
e -

Women-led enterprises get boost through $25 million |

grant initiative

better health and
education,” she noted.
Tariq Williams,
Representative of the
High Commissioner
of Canada in Guyana,
highlighted the
importance of coupling
training with capital.
“Training alone
is not enough; it
was necessary to
provide these grants
SO women can
build sustainable
businesses,” he said.

For many
recipients, the grant
represents a pathway to
independence, security,
and the opportunity
to  transform their
lives and those of their
families. With these
resources, they join
a growing network of
women leaders shaping
Guyana’s economic
landscape and inspiring
future generations.
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LAW IS CLEAR, EXTRADITION

MOVES FORWARD - AG NANDLALL

No legal
manoeuvering will stop
the extradition process,
Attorney General
Mohabir Anil Nandlall,
SC, said, following
Principal Magistrate
Judy Latchman’s
decision in the ongoing
extradition proceedings
involving the Mohameds.
The magistrate’s ruling
reaffirmed that the case
would continue without
further delays, rejecting
the defence’s attempt to
reintroduce  previously
settled arguments.

Minister ~ Nandlall,
speaking to the media
after the ruling,
explained  that the

magistrate’s refusal
to revisit arguments
already determined

by higher courts was
entirely expected. “All
of the issues raised
before the magistrate
have been canvassed
and conclusively
determined, many
times, by the High
Court, the Court of
Appeal, and other
superior tribunals,”
he said.

Highlighting the
doctrine of precedent, a
cornerstone of common
law, AG Nandlall stressed
that lower courts must
adhere to established
legal principles. “The

law in this area is
now settled and
straightforward,”
he stated, adding that
Magistrate Latchman’s
decision fully
aligned with existing
jurisprudence.
Magistrate
Latchman, in  her
ruling, dismissed the
defence’s request to refer
constitutional issues
(such as alleged breaches
in the Fugitive Offenders

(Amendment) Act) to the
High Court, determining
that the arguments
were “frivolous and
vexatious”. She
confirmed that the
extradition process

must continue without
disruption, rejecting
the bid to halt or delay
proceedings based
on constitutional
challenges.

While the defence
has indicated plans to
appeal to the High Court,
AG Nandlall warned
that such actions are an
“expressed plan” to
prolong the proceedings
unnecessarily.  “What
will be taken to the
High Court are the
same issues already
settled against
them. One cannot
stop persons from
approaching the
court, but that does

not translate into a
stay of proceedings,”
he explained.

AG Nandlall also
dismissed a new claim
that the authority to
proceed issued by the
Minister of Home Affairs
was defective, calling
it “a fabrication”
designed to delay the
process. “That form is
a standard template

directly from the
Fugitive  Offenders
Act. Anyone can

verify that it meets all
legal requirements,”
he said.

The formal
extradition hearing is
scheduled to begin on
January 6, 2026,
continuing on January
8, 2026, to allow for the
submission of documents
from the United States,

Attorney General and
Minister of Legal Affairs
Mohabir Anil Nandlall,
SC

including the requested
diplomatic note. While
not legally required, the
government  provided
the note in good faith to
maintain  transparency
and ensure adherence to
international norms.

Bell 429

Guyana’s  capacity
to protect its people
and respond swiftly in
times of crisis received
a major boost with the
commissioning of two
new helicopters into the
Guyana Defence Force
(GDF), reinforcing
national security while
expanding life-saving
capabilities.

Prime Minister
Brigadier (Ret’d)
Mark Phillips officially
commissioned the
Bell 407 and Bell 429

helicopters  at  the
GDF Hangar at Ogle,
delivering remarks on
behalf of President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali. The
moment marked more
than the addition of
new aircraft, it signalled
the government’s
continued  investment
in safeguarding lives,
sovereignty, and
communities across the
country.

“ W i t h
sovereignty comes
responsibility,” Prime

TWO NEW HELICOPTERS
EXPAND GDF'S REACH ACROSS GUYANA

Minister Phillips said.
“That responsibility
must be supported by

" sustained investment

in our Defence
Force.”
The helicopters

will play a critical role
beyond defence. They
are designed to reach
remote hinterland and

riverain  communities,
support medical
evacuations, assist in

disaster response, and
conduct search and
rescue operations when
lives are on the line.

The Bell 429,
acquired for US$10.1

million, is a versatile,
multi-role aircraft
capable of carrying

two crew members and
six passengers. It will
support  surveillance,
emergency  response,
and rapid deployment

missions. The Bell 407,
purchased for US$5.9
million, enhances patrol
and logistical operations,
particularly in difficult
terrain where access is

limited.

Prime Minister
Phillips noted that these
aircraft significantly

Interior of the helicopter

expand the GDF’s
operational reach and

flexibility, allowing
faster response times
during emergencies and
strengthening  border
security.

Over the past five
years, government
investment in the GDF
has increased more than
threefold, rising from

$13.9 billion in 2019 to
$50.4 billion in 2025.

This funding has enabled
the  acquisition  of
modern aircraft, vessels,
vehicles, and advanced
technology.
“Capital
investment is where
modernisationlives,”
the Prime Minister
said, adding  that

. upgrades also include

improved training,
drone technology, and
advanced surveillance
systems.

He also thanked
the Government of
the United States and
its  technical teams
for  supporting the
acquisition, describing
the  helicopters  as
symbols of a nation
committed to protecting
its people today and
securing its future.

PM PHILLIPS SPOTLIGHTS OPPORTUNITIES
IN QATAR-GUYANA COLLABORATION

PM Phillips celebrating Qatar National Day

Prime Minister
Brigadier (Ret'd) Mark
Phillips highlighted
how strengthened
ties between Guyana
and Qatar could
bring real benefits to
everyday citizens, from

better jobs to cleaner,
more sustainable
infrastructure. He
underscored this during
a reception celebrating
Qatar’s National Day
at the Guyana Marriott
Hotel.

| Chargé

Hosted by the
d’Affaires  of
the Embassy of Qatar,
Mr. Mohd Ibrahim K
B Alrumaih, the event
marked 147 years of
Qatar’s unification
and brought together
the diplomatic corps,
government officials,

§ and representatives from

Qatar.

Extending warm
congratulations on
behalf of the government
and people of Guyana,
PM  Phillips praised
Qatar’s remarkable
achievements and
its growing role as a
global leader rooted
in peace, diplomacy,

and sustainable
development. He
highlighted Qatar’s rapid
transformation and its
National Vision 2030
as a model that Guyana
admires in shaping its
own development path.
“Guyana  seeks
to benefit from the
best practices that
underpin Qatar’s
rapid economic
growth, particularly
its forward-looking
diversification
strategy,” the
Prime Minister said,
emphasising the
potential for sectors
such as healthcare,
infrastructure,

technology, and
education to benefit local
communities.

Relations
the  two
established in 1996,
have strengthened
significantly in
recent  years,  with
collaboration expanding
in energy, investment,
and diplomacy. PM
Phillips referenced
QatarEnergy’s  active
involvement in Guyana’s
offshore sector,
including the recent
strategic alignment
with TotalEnergies
and PETRONAS in
developing offshore

between
nations,

block S4, noting how
these partnerships could
create local employment
and skills development
opportunities.

The Prime Minister
also highlighted
shared  environmental
priorities, citing
Qatar’s  commitment
to carbon neutrality
by 2030 alongside
Guyana’s Low Carbon
Development ~ Strategy
(LCDS 2030). He noted
potential  cooperation
in renewable energy,
sustainable agriculture,
manufacturing,
education, culture, and
tourism,  emphasising
how these initiatives
could directly improve
the lives of ordinary
Guyanese.
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BERBICE'S NEW SOLAR PROJECTS STRENGTHEN

GUYANA'S RENEWABLE ENERGY DRIVE

Berbice’s transition
toward cleaner and more
reliable electricity gained
further momentum with
the commissioning of
the Prospect Solar Farm,
while a similar project at
Trafalgar, Region Five,

in reshaping Guyana’s
energy future.

“Every renewable
project we bring
online strengthens
our energy system,”
Prime Minister Phillips
said. “This solar farm

Berbice sees another solar farm go live in expansion of
renewable network

continues to reinforce
the government’s
broader  push  to
modernise Guyana’s
energy sector through
renewable sources.

The newly
commissioned
Prospect Solar Farm, a
3-megawatt peak (MWp)
facility located in East
Berbice—Corentyne, is
now feeding electricity
directly into the national
grid. The project is
expected to reduce
power outages, lower
fuel costs and strengthen
energy resilience for
communities across
Region Six.

Prime Minister
Brigadier (Ret’d)
Mark Phillips, who led
the commissioning
exercise, described
the solar installation
as  both  practical
and transformative,
underscoring its role

brings wus closer
to a future that is
modern, affordable
and reliable for every
Guyanese.”
Canje
Youdhisthir ~ Persaud,
who has lived in the
area for decades, said
the project gives him
confidence that the next
generation will enjoy
a better quality of life.
“The government is
doing a wonderful
job... I love the
project; it  will
support the people
in this area,” he
shared. “As a senior
citizen, I’'m jealous...
in a good way—that
the young people
will enjoy such a
wonderful thing.”
Another  resident,
Frank John, said the
project was long overdue.
“For too long, the
country relied totally

resident

on fossil fuels. I think
it is an excellent idea
to have solar panels
to help generate
electricity,” he said.
For East Canje youth
Sean Smith, the shift to
renewable energy is both
exciting and necessary.
“This is a massive
project,” he said. “The
entire East Canje will
benefit. Energy will
become easier and
more accessible. And
what’s impressive is
how it helps reduce
our reliance on fossil
fuel. This is great

planning from the
government.”

durability.

Once fully
operational, the
installation is expected to
generate approximately
4,800 megawatt-hours
of electricity annually.
This is projected to save
about $210 million in

fuel costs each year and |

significantly reduce
carbon emissions,
contributing to a cleaner
energy mix for the region.

Region Six is no
stranger to renewable
energy  development.
Just weeks earlier,
Prime Minister Phillips
commissioned the
3MWp Hampshire Solar

Region Five power up with new solar farm

Constructed at a
cost of US$5.5 million,
the  Prospect  Solar
Farm features nearly

5,000 solar modules,
advanced inverters and a
13.8-kilovolt connection

to the Demerara-
Berbice Interconnected
System  (DBIS). The

facility can supply up
to 2.4 megawatts of
electricity to the grid
and is engineered to
withstand winds of up to
244 kilometres per hour,
ensuring long-term

Farm, also located in
East Berbice—Corentyne.

Together, the Prospect
and Hampshire
facilities form a

growing renewable base
supporting the regional

power supply.
These projects
complement the

recently commissioned
4MWp Trafalgar Solar
Farm in Region Five
(Mahaica-Berbice),
financed through the
Guyana—Norway climate
partnership under the

Berbice sees another solar farm go live in expansion of

renewable network

REDD+ Investment
Fund. The Trafalgar
facility is expected to
generate approximately
6,000 megawatt-hours
of electricity annually,
avoid the combustion
of more than 1.3 million
litres of diesel, and
reduce between 4,000
and 5,000 tonnes of
carbon emissions each
year. It is also projected
to save the country over
$300 million annually in
fuel costs.

Collectively, the
Prospect and Trafalgar
solar farms form part
of a rapidly expanding
network of renewable
energy installations

across Guyana, including
facilities at Wakenaam,
Onderneeming

and Charity, with a
15-megawatt solar
project planned for

Linden by the end of
2026.
Prime Minister
Phillips said the
government aims to
develop 100 megawatts
of solar power in
the short to medium
term, alongside major
initiatives such as the
Gas-to-Energy  project
and the Amaila Falls
Hydropower  Project.
Overall, the government
intends to deliver more
than 500 megawatts of
new generation capacity,
with renewable energy
serving as a central pillar
of Guyana’s sustainable
development strategy.

Region Five power up with new solar farm

GPL'S 30+ RAPID-RESPONSE TEAMS
ON CONSTANT STANDBY FOR GRID EMEBGEI\ICIES

More than 30
specialised emergency
response teams are on
constant standby across
the country, ensuring
that Guyana Power and
Light Inc. (GPL) can
react immediately to any
threat to the national
grid. Their readiness was
put to the test recently
as two major outages in
Demerara and Berbice
highlighted the dangers
posed by activities
near high-voltage
transmission lines.

The Ministry of
Public  Utilities and
Aviation said the swift
interventions by these
rapid-response  teams
prevented  prolonged
disruptions and reduced
the risks associated
with electrical faults on

critical infrastructure.

The first deployment
came on December o,
at approximately 10:06
p.m., when smoke and
heavy arching were
detected at the Kingston
Substation’s 69kV
transformer. GPL’s
standby technicians
quickly mobilised,
discovered a damaged
cable, isolated the fault,
and safely restored full
power by 12:30 a.m. on
December 10.

Less than 12 hours
later, another emergency
team was activated after
the 69kV line between
Edinburgh and Vreed-
en-Hoop tripped while
carrying roughly 15
megawatts of power.
The outage, triggered
by heavy machinery

operating too close to
the transmission line,
caused a cascading effect
across the grid. Thanks
to GPL’s coordinated
standby units, electricity
was restored to some
communities within
30 minutes and fully
stabilised in about 9o
minutes.

Officials emphasised

that, while Guyana’s
baseload generation
comfortably meets

national demand, the
most common threats
to reliable electricity
come from external
interference—especially
construction and heavy-
duty equipment near
transmission corridors.
These incidents not only
disrupt service but pose
life-threatening dangers

GPL and Ministry respond to outages, urge caution near power lines

to operators and the
public.
The
urging
equipment
and
exercise

Ministry ~ is
contractors,
operators,
residents to
heightened

caution around GPL’s

infrastructure. With
the more than 30
rapid-response  teams

positioned nationwide,
GPL says it remains fully
prepared to respond

to any grid emergency,
but preventing
avoidable contact with
transmission lines
remains essential to
public safety and system
stability.
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CONNECTING WITH THE DIASPORA

Residents of Lethem
and neighbouring
hinterland communities
are celebrating new
beginnings as  the
Government’s  housing
programmes continue to
transform lives.

For 32-year-old
Jennifer Douglas of Sand
Creek, a mother of five
caring for a child with a
disability, receiving the
keys to her new home
was life-changing. “I
was struggling in my
house before,” she
said. “Mostly it’s for
my disabled little
daughter... 'm happy
the government
established this
programme to
support families like
ours.”

During a recent
outreach, Minister of
Housing, Collin Croal,
and Minister within
the Ministry, Vanessa
Benn, handed over
keys to Jennifer and
29  other families.
The  500-square-foot
flat houses, built on
communal land with
locally sourced materials
and labour, represent a
$105 million investment,
providing safe and
modern living spaces.
Among the beneficiaries
was 89-year-old Manoel
Jacobs, a wheelchair
user, whose daughter
said, “Now he gets this
big house... he’s glad
to get this.”

In Rupunau, father
of ten Flavian Thomas
shared similarrelief. “My
children are more

comfortable than
before. The house is a
big improvement for
our family,” he said.

The programme
supports hundreds of
vulnerable families
across Regions One,
Seven, Eight, and Nine.
Minister Croal noted that
in Region Nine alone,
120 homes have already
been constructed as part
of a broader initiative
to improve housing,
health, education,
and infrastructure
under President Dr.
Mohamed Irfaan Ali’s
administration.

In Lethem, 12
families became
homeowners through the
Lethem Housing Support
Programme. Single
mother Sharon Malcolm
described the moment as
“one of the happiest
of my life... my kids
can finally call this
their home.” Another
beneficiary,  Anureiya
Leonce, praised her
land allocation, noting
it provides a permanent
home and safe space for
her adopted daughter.

The outreach also
featured the distribution
of building-material
vouchers under the Steel
and Cement Housing
Subsidy ~ Programme,
helping more residents
access secure homes.
Minister Croal confirmed
that over 1,000 house
lots have been allocated
in Region Nine, with
pending applications set
to be cleared by the end
of 2025.

LATE COACH DANIELS REMEMBERED FOR DEDICATION

TO BASKETBALL AND YOUNG ATHLETES

Association of New York

Dr
Irfaan
the Ex-

President
Mohamed
Ali  visited
Guyana Defence
Force Association of
New York, where he
paid tribute to former

national basketball
coach, the late Bernard
Daniels, recognising

President Ali at the Ex-Guyana Defence Force

his lasting contribution
to the development of
basketball in Guyana.
Describing ~ Coach
Daniels as “a true
pioneer who led with
his heart, strength

and wisdom,”
President Ali  said
it was an honour to

acknowledge a man
whose life was dedicated
to sport, mentorship and
national pride. He noted
that Coach Daniels
played a pivotal role in
shaping generations of
young athletes, instilling
discipline,  confidence
and a love for the game.

The President
highlighted Coach
Daniels’s achievements
on the regional stage,

recalling Guyana’s
bronze medal |
finish at the 2000
CARICOM  Basketball
Championships in

President Ali at the Ex-Guyana Defence Force

Association of New York

President Ali at the Ex-Guyana Defence Force
Association of New York

Barbados under his
guidance. Healsopointed
to Daniels’s success with
women’s basketball,
having coached the
Guyana Select Senior
female team to victory
at the 12th Gillian
Brazier Basketball
Championship in
Antigua in 2012.

President Ali said
Coach Daniels’s legacy
extends beyond trophies
and titles, living on
through  the many
players he mentored
and the impact he made
on Guyanese sport both
at home and in the
diaspora.




























































