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Air Transat starts
Canada-Guyana route

The Cheddi Jagan International
Airport (CJIA) today marked a signif-
icant milestone in Guyana’s aviation
and tourism development with the ar-
rival of Air Transat’s inaugural flight
connecting Georgetown and Canada.

The service will operate twice
weekly until May 29, 2026, using the
Airbus A321LR, a next-generation
aircraft recognized for its efficiency
and comfort. The route enhances con-
nectivity between Guyana and
Canada, supporting travel for tourism,
business, trade, and the Guyanese di-
aspora.

Minister of Public Utilities and
Aviation, Hon. Deodat Indar, noted
that the new service aligns with the
Government of Guyana’s strategic ob-
jectives for aviation and national de-
velopment.

“The commencement of this Air
Transat service reflects the Govern-
ment’s continued efforts to expand
Guyana’s international air connectiv-
ity,” Minister Indar said. “Improved
and reliable air links are essential to
supporting economic growth, facilitat-
ing trade, and strengthening Guyana’s
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integration with key international
markets.”

He further added, “The entry of a
carrier such as Air Transat also re-
flects confidence in Guyana’s aviation
oversight and regulatory framework.
As we continue to strengthen safety,
security, and compliance in line with
international standards, Guyana re-
mains well-positioned to attract rep-
utable airlines and sustain long-term
growth in the sector.”

Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors, Mr. Sanjeev Datadin, also under-
scored the significance of the
inaugural flight for CJIA’s long-term
development. “The addition of this
service reflects the deliberate, long-
term approach being taken to increase
Guyana’s airlift,” Mr. Datadin said.
“At the board level, we remain fo-
cused on building strong airline part-
nerships, ensuring sound governance,
and supporting investments that posi-
tion CJIA to meet future demand
while maintaining international stan-
dards.

Continued on Page 2
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Consul Mani Singh with staffers at the Guyana Consulate in Toronto

THE Guyana Consulate in
Toronto, last Sunday, hosted members
of the Guyanese diaspora and friends
of Guyana at its annual Christmas
Open House and Social.

The informal social gathering also
served as an opportunity for members
of the diaspora and staff of the Toronto
Consulate to get acquainted with each
other and socialise in the spirit of the
Christmas season.

Honorary Consul Mani Singh
welcomed the approximately 200
guests, including leaders and represen-
tatives of various civic, social, reli-
gious and cultural organisations within
the Guyanese Canadian community.

Consul Singh also extended sea-
son’s greetings on behalf of His Excel-
lency, President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan
Ali, the Government and people of
Guyana to all present.

He thanked diaspora leaders and
members in particular, for always vol-
unteering and supporting the out-
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reaches and work of the Consulate
over the past years.

Many used the opportunity to
seek information and guidance on the
various Consular services provided by
the Toronto Mission.

The year 2025 has been a land-
mark one for the Consulate, which has
been providing a range of exceptional
and improved consular services, in-
cluding the new biometric system in
progressing applications for the more
enhanced and safer Guyana Passport,
which is now available in both five and
10-year terms, to the thousands of
Guyanese Canadians and also to non-
Guyanese seeking visas, and informa-
tion on trade and investment
opportunities in the rapidly growing
Guyanese economy.

Diaspora members and friends of
Guyana shared experiences among
themselves, as they enjoyed a taste of
nostalgic Guyanese food.
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Air Transat flies Guyana route

From Page 1

Air Transat’s Chief Revenue Officer, Sebastian
Ponce, has reaffirmed the airline’s commitment to
the route and to serving Guyana. “Celebrating the
launch of our inaugural flight to Georgetown is a
proud moment for Air Transat,” said Sebastian
Ponce.

“This new service not only deepens our con-
nection with Canada’s vibrant Guyanese commu-
nity, but also offers travellers a seamless way to
reach a destination rich in culture and heritage.
Today’s inaugural flight marks the beginning of
stronger ties, new opportunities and memorable
journeys — all with the comfort and care that define
Air Transat,” said Ponce.

The launch of this service complements CJIA’s
ongoing modernisation and expansion initiatives,
which focus on improving capacity, operational effi-
ciency, and Guyana’s position in the regional and
international aviation landscape.The Cheddi Jagan
International Airport (CJIA) today marked a signifi-
cant milestone in Guyana’s aviation and tourism de-
velopment with the arrival of Air Transat’s
inaugural flight connecting Georgetown and
Canada.
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The service will operate twice weekly until
May 29, 2026, using the Airbus A321LR, a next-
generation aircraft recognized for its efficiency and
comfort. The route enhances connectivity between
Guyana and Canada, supporting travel for tourism,
business, trade, and the Guyanese diaspora.

Minister of Public Utilities and Aviation, Hon.
Deodat Indar, noted that the new service aligns with
the Government of Guyana’s strategic objectives for
aviation and national development.

“The commencement of this Air Transat serv-
ice reflects the Government’s continued efforts to
expand Guyana’s international air connectivity,”
Minister Indar said. “Improved and reliable air links
are essential to supporting economic growth, facili-
tating trade, and strengthening Guyana’s integration
with key international markets.”

He further added, “The entry of a carrier such
as Air Transat also reflects confidence in Guyana’s
aviation oversight and regulatory framework.”

“ As we continue to strengthen safety, security,
and compliance in line with international standards,
Guyana remains well-positioned to attract reputable
airlines and sustain long-term growth in the sector.”
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Agriculture Minister Zulkifar Mustapha receives the award from GCCI

Agriculture Minister honoured at GCCI
awards for leadership in food security

MINISTER of Agriculture, Zulfikar
Mustapha, has been recognised for his
leadership in strengthening national food
security and advancing agricultural devel-
opment at the Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce and Industry 135th Annual
Awards Presentation and Gala Dinner. The
recognition was conferred under the strate-
gic direction of President Dr Irfaan Ali’s
administration. The award, presented
alongside recognition for the Ministry of
Agriculture, acknowledged leadership and
innovation in advancing Guyana’s agricul-
tural systems, with particular emphasis on
ensuring the country’s ability to feed its
population while contributing to regional
food security efforts.

Guyana has historically played a cen-
tral role in CARICOM’s push for agricul-
tural self-reliance and the reduction of the
region’s food import bill. Over time,
changes in political leadership slowed this
momentum and diminished the country’s
influence within the regional food security
framework.

That trajectory shifted in 2020 with
the return of the PPP/C to government
under President Ali. Since then, the admin-
istration has restored policy focus on agri-
culture, revived stalled initiatives,
accelerated production targets and reposi-
tioned Guyana at the forefront of CARI-
COM’s agricultural agenda.

Minister Mustapha, who has served
as Minister of Agriculture since 2020, has
been a key implementer of the President’s
vision. His leadership has focused on mod-
ernising the sector and strengthening food
sovereignty at both the national and re-
gional levels.

Under this renewed policy direction,
the Ministry of Agriculture has made
strategic investments in drainage and irri-
gation, farm to market roads, climate re-
silient infrastructure and farmer support
programmes. These initiatives have con-
tributed to expanded acreage, increased
yields, greater crop diversification and im-
proved resilience across the sector.

Agricultural output has increased sig-
nificantly in recent years, particularly in
staple crops. Rice production surpassed
725,000 metric tonnes in 2024, reinforcing
its role as a cornerstone of national food
security. With continued policy support,
production targets are now set at one mil-
lion metric tonnes in future cycles.

Growth has also been recorded in
corn, soya and other non-traditional crops.
Expansion plans and targeted investments
are being implemented to increase soya
cultivation, to position Guyana as a net
exporter within the Caribbean.

Guyana’s progress was further high-
lighted in a recent global study published
in Nature Food, which assessed food pro-

duction capacity in 186 countries. The
study found that Guyana was the only
country capable of producing sufficient
quantities across all seven major food
groups to fully feed its population without
reliance on imports. These groups included
fruits, vegetables, dairy, fish, meat, plant-
based proteins and starchy staples.

While the study noted that 65 per cent
of countries globally overproduce meat and
dairy relative to dietary needs, Guyana
stood out for balanced food production.
China and Vietnam followed, producing
enough food in six of the seven categories.
This milestone reflects the administration’s
policy emphasis on agriculture, supported
by increased budgetary allocations, diversi-
fication strategies, farmer-focused inter-
ventions and climate resilience planning.

According to Minister Mustapha,
Guyana’s emergence as a food secure na-

tion is the result of deliberate leadership,

strong policy direction and the commit-
ment of local farmers, aligned with Presi-
dent Ali’s vision of agriculture as a pillar of
national development.

Beyond domestic self-sufficiency,
Guyana has also reasserted its leadership
within CARICOM s food security agenda.
As Chair of the CARICOM Special Minis-
terial Task Force on Food Production and
Food Security, Minister Mustapha, sup-
ported by President Ali’s diplomatic and
policy leadership, has advanced collabora-
tive efforts aimed at reducing the regional
food import bill and expanding intra-re-
gional agricultural trade.

Guyana’s renewed role reflects a na-
tional vision in which the country not only
feeds its own population but also plays a
leading role in strengthening food avail-
ability and resilience across the Caribbean,
consolidating its position as a regional

agricultural leader.
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To say 2025 has been an interest-
ing year is an understatement.

For Canada, the Caribbean and
the world, the changes came fast and
furious.

Not the least, of course, was Pres-
ident Donald Trump taking office for
the second time.

Immediately, he unleashed a
whirlwind on the world, slapping
countries with tariffs and rounding up
people deemed to be illegals, cruelly
detaining them and deporting them.

Within weeks of him taking of-
fice, the world was put on notice that
we can no longer depend on the USA
as a friendly ally.

For Canada, the tariffs slapped on
us forced us to reconsider the direction
of our trade. We could no longer de-
pend on our southern neighbour to buy
our goods, and we had to quickly
pirouette to other countries.

Fortunately for us, we elected just
the right man for the job in Mark Car-
ney. On April 28, we made the mo-
mentous decision to give Liberals a
third term in office, with Carney at the
helm.

He has proven his worth as a for-
mer head of the Central Banks of both
England and Canada, with the ability
to forge relationships with Europe that
could prove very useful for businesses

What

in Canada that lost a valuable market
down south.

As we look towards the new year,
there is a lot of uncertainty still. We
don’t know what 2026 has in store for
us, simply because Trump has proven
to be both unreliable and volatile. He
continues to threaten Canada’s sover-
eignty by uttering nonsense about it
becoming the 51st state, and vowing to
cripple us economically to allow for
his takeover of this country.

It will be interesting, to say the
least, to see how Canada navigates
2026 with such threats hanging over
our heads.

But it’s not just in Canada that
Trump has caused problems. His ad-
ministration has declared war on narco
terrorists, and is blowing up boats and
killing people in the Caribbean without
a shred of hard evidence that these are
actual drug smugglers.

Indeed, the act of blowing up
boats and murdering what could be in-
nocent fishermen are war crimes, and
the International Criminal Court will
no doubt take an interest in that, in
spite of Trump’s threats against the
court.

Of course, the “war” on narco ter-
rorists is the guise under which Trump
is planning for regime change in
Venezuela to get the US hands on that

a Year!

country’s oil reserves.

His posturing in the Caribbean is
making life very difficult for the gov-
ernment of Trinidad and Tobago.

Elected on April 28, the Kamla
Persad-Bissessar government inherited
a Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA)
with the USA signed by the previous
Rowley administration, which basi-
cally gives the USA the right to station
its military assets in T&T.

The US-Trinidad & Tobago
(T&T) SOFA is a military pact defin-
ing rules for US personnel in T&T, fo-
cusing on security cooperation,
interoperability, and facilitating joint
operations (like disaster relief)
but not establishing a US base.

The US is taking full advantage
of this to drag T&T into its acts of
agression against Venezuela, which is
causing enormous problems politically
for Persad-Bissessar at home.

The new T&T PM is now caught
between trying to maintain cordial re-
lations with Venezuela while also con-
tinuing its strong partnership with the
USA, its largest trading partner.

Due to the SOFA, she cannot go
against the Americans, and because of
Trump’s volatility, she cannot go
against his wishes. She has been walk-
ing a tightrope to seek the best inter-
ests of her citizens, and the opposition

EQUALITY NEWS

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

has been using this situation to score
cheap political points, knowing full
well that if they were in power, they
would have to do exactly what she is
doing.

It will be interesting to see how
this plays out as we go into the New
Year.

T&T wasn’t the only Caribbean
country to see regime change in 2025,
as the political dynasty of St Vincent’s
Ralph Gonsalves also ended after 5
terms in office.

Jamaica, however, stayed the
course with its government, re-electing
Andrew Holness to another term,
while Guyana also chose the steady
hand on the ship of state by re-electing
the Irfaan Ali government.

St Lucia also opted to keep the
government of Philip Pierre in its elec-
tion.

As we look towards 2026, all we
can hope for is peace and stability in
the world -- a wish that will be hard to
achieve with the Trump administration
running roughshod on everyone.

But as usual, you can count on us
to keep you informed.

We wish our readers, clients and
friends all the best for the holidays,
and thank you for your continued sup-
port.

Ron Robinson was an outstanding citizen

Dear Editor,

On this solemn occasion, on be-
half of The National School of Theatre
Arts and Drama, and also of the Na-
tional Drama Company, I pay tribute to
Ronald Owen Robinson, A.A., num-
bered among the great theatre and
broadcasting personalities of Guyana.

Ron Robinson was an actor, direc-
tor, producer, radio and TV broadcaster,

co-founder of The Theatre Company,
Production Director of Merundoi radio
series, former Chairman of the Theatre
Guild, whose name became a house-
hold word in Guyana.

He was famous for several memo-
rable plays, dramatic performances,
radio programmers, TV satirical series,
and was the winner of many awards
and prizes. Ron reigned for decades as

the nation’s best actor and best director.

He served as a tutor at the Drama
School, was a pioneering TV news an-
chor, broke records with Gem Madhoo
for the longest running and most popu-
lar dramatic productions, and con-
tributed to culture in diverse ways.

The loss of Ron Robinson signi-
fies the passing of an age of greatness
and achievement in Guyanese theatre

and drama. The National School of
Theatre Arts and Drama, like the entire
Guyanese nation, is in his debt, and on
this solemn and reflective occasion, ac-
knowledges an outstanding artist and
says thanks to Ron.

Al Creighton Jnr.,
Director of Studies
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Family demands Ontario government
apology following jail death, inquest

Family members of a man who
was in the throes of a mental health cri-
sis when he died at the hands of guards
inside an Ontario correctional facility
in 2016 say they are still waiting for an
apology from provincial officials and
for recommendations of a coroner's in-
quest into his death to be implemented.

Yusuf Faqiri said at a news confer-
ence Monday it has been nine years
since his brother, Soleiman Faqiri, died
and two years since a coroner's inquest
deemed his death a homicide and made
57 recommendations to prevent some-
thing similar from happening again.

“Not once has the Ontario govern-
ment reached out to my family to en-
gage with us with respect to this
tragedy,” Faqiri said.

“Not once have they spoken to
us.”

Soleiman, who suffered from
schizoaffective disorder — a combina-
tion of schizophrenic and bipolar
symptoms — was taken into custody
on Dec. 4, 2016, after allegedly stab-
bing a neighbour during what his fam-
ily has said was a psychotic episode.

Less than two weeks later, he was
dead.

Soleiman Fagqiri's family, civil

Trump orders

US President Donald Trump has
said he is ordering a “a total and com-
plete” blockade of all sanctioned oil
tankers going into and out of
Venezuela.

In a post on Truth Social, he said
Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro’s
government had been designated a for-
eign terrorist organisation and accused
it of stealing US assets, as well as
“Terrorism, Drug Smuggling, and
Human Trafficking”.

“Therefore, today, I am ordering
A TOTAL AND COMPLETE
BLOCKADE OF ALL SANC-
TIONED OIL TANKERS going into,
and out of, Venezuela,” he added.

His remarks came a week after
the US seized an oil tanker off the
coast of Venezuela. Venezuela has not
yet responded to Trump’s latest re-
marks.

In his post, Trump said Venezuela
was “completely surrounded by the
largest Armada ever assembled in the
History of South America”.

He added that it will “only get
bigger” and “be like nothing they have
ever seen before”.
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rights
watchdog demand Ford government act
on inquest recommendations

The 30-year-old was awaiting a
mental health assessment at the Central
East Correctional Centre, near Lindsay,
Ont., when he died face down on a cell
floor after guards punched and struck
him repeatedly, pepper sprayed him

twice,
covered him with a spit hood and left
him shackled.

Speaking at the same news confer-

ence Monday, NDP MPP Kristyn

Wong-Tam said the province issuing a

public apology and acting on the re-
sults of the inquest is long overdue.

“His death was a systemic failure

of
Ontario’s correction and mental health
systems,” Wong-Tam said. “No one
should have to endure what they have
endured.”

When asked about the situation at
a separate, unrelated news conference
Monday, Premier Doug Ford said that
his “heart goes out to the family."

blockade of sanctioned Vene oil tankers

Trump also accused Maduro’s
government of using stolen oil to “fi-
nance themselves, Drug Terrorism,
Human Trafficking, Murder, and Kid-
napping”.

The Trump administration has re-
peatedly accused Venezuela of drug
smuggling, and since September the
US military has killed at least 90 peo-
ple in strikes on boats it alleged were
carrying fentanyl and other illegal
drugs to the US.

In recent months, the US has also
moved warships into the region.

Venezuela — home to some of the
world’s largest proven oil reserves —
has, in turn, accused Washington of
seeking to steal its resources.

The US, under both Trump and
former President Joe Biden, has op-
posed the Maduro government for
years and pressed for him to be re-
moved by instituting stringent sanc-
tions.

Last week, the US imposed fresh
sanctions on six more ships it said
were carrying Venezuelan oil.

Sanctions were also placed on
some of President Maduro’s relatives

Donald Trump

and on businesses associated with
what the US called his illegitimate
regime.

A day earlier the US said it had
seized a tanker off Venezuela’s coast.

The White House said the seized
vessel, called the Skipper, had been in-
volved in “illicit oil shipping” and
would be taken to an American port.

Venezuela’s government de-
nounced the seizure, with Maduro say-

ing the US “kidnapped the crew” and
“stole” the ship.

The US had built up its military
presence in the Caribbean Sea, which
borders Venezuela to the north, in the
days before the raid.

It involved thousands of troops
and USS Gerald Ford — the world’s
largest aircraft carrier— being posi-
tioned within striking distance of
Venezuela.
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Ron Robinson: ‘A son of Guyana whose
voice became our nation’s soul’

PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali has paid
tribute to veteran broadcaster and cul-
tural icon Ron Robinson A.A., describ-
ing him as “a son of Guyana whose
voice became part of our nation’s soul,”
and whose contributions to broadcasting,
theatre and satire helped shape the coun-
try’s cultural identity. Robinson died on
Friday at his home at the age of 79.

In a heartfelt message posted to his
official Facebook account, the President
reflected on Robinson’s decades-long
presence in the lives of Guyanese, noting
that “for decades, Guyanese awoke to
his mellifluous tones guiding us into
each new day with trademark wit, unvar-
nished intelligence, and a rare grace that
only true masters of the craft possess.”

According to the head of state,
Robinson was far more than a familiar
voice on the airwaves. “He was not
merely a broadcaster; he became for
years a companion to households across
the land, a trusted presence whose words
soothed, entertained, enlightened, and
inspired,” the president said.

Ali also highlighted Robinson’s im-
pact on the performing arts, recalling his
work in theatre and satire. “In the the-
ater, his artistry lit our stages, his timing
sharpened our laughter, and his creativ-
ity gave life to productions that have be-
come woven into our cultural memory,”
he stated.

The president pointed to Robin-
son’s involvement in The Link Show, No
Big Thing, Stretched Out Magazine and
other satirical productions, stating that
through these works, Robinson “held up
a mirror to our society.” He added that
Robinson did so “with gentleness, hu-
mour and fun, reminding us of our flaws
and our forgotten strengths.”

Reflecting on a more challenging
period in Guyana’s history, President Ali
noted that Robinson’s voice also carried
moral weight. “There was a time in our
history when speaking truth came with
risks,” he said. “In that difficult season,
Ron Robinson lent his voice to the na-

tional call for democracy.” According to

the President, Robinson “understood the
sacred duty of those gifted with a plat-
form to defend the dignity of the people
and the promise of the nation.”

Ali credited Robinson with setting
lasting standards in broadcasting and the
arts. “Ron Robinson elevated broadcast-
ing, refining it with a mastery that few
have ever matched,” he said, adding that
“his impeccable elocution and faultless
pronunciation set a gold standard for
broadcasting.” He also noted that Robin-
son’s stage work “laid a sturdy founda-
tion upon which our dramatists continue
to build.”

The president recalled that it was
“my honour to have presented to him the
Lifetime Achievement Award for his
outstanding contributions to broadcast-
ing and the arts.”

Extending condolences, Ali said,
“On behalf of the Government of
Guyana, I extend heartfelt condolences
to his family, and to the countless admir-
ers—here at home and across our far-
flung diaspora—who remember his
unforgettable, unmistakable voice.”

He concluded by expressing hope
that Robinson’s legacy would endure,
stating, “May his memory remain as en-
during as his contributions, and may his
spirit continue to echo in every corner of
Guyanese culture that he helped shape
with such brilliance and devotion.”

THE National Communications Network (NCN), on
Monday, began the first of a series of commemorative
events at its headquarters on Homestretch Avenue to honour
the life and legacy of legendary broadcaster Ron Owen
Robinson, A.A., who took his final bow last Friday and
signed off for the last time.

NCN, home to both radio and television, was a famil-
iar space for Robinson, affectionately known as Uncle Ron,
who dedicated six decades of his life to broadcasting.

In February, on World Radio Day this year, NCN un-
veiled its Radio Wall of Fame, celebrating pioneers and
contributors to the country’s rich radio history.

Robinson was among those honoured, and colleagues
recall how meaningful it was for him to see himself recog-
nised on the wall and to live with that honour in his final
months. Later in May, Ron received the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award on World Press Freedom Day from the Office

Earlier this year, President Dr Irfaan Ali presented the Lifetime Achievement
Award to Ron Robinson

NCN honours one of its own

of the President.

While Ron’s contributions spanned radio, television
and theatre, radio remained his greatest love.

He remained actively on air with NCN Radio to the
very end, hosting a classical music programme, Treasury of
Music and Church Calling, continuing a lifetime of service
to audiences across Guyana.

In tribute to his extraordinary contribution, NCN has
opened a Book of Condolences, inviting colleagues,
friends, listeners, and admirers to sign throughout the week
at Homestretch Avenue in honour of a man whose talent
and dedication came so naturally.

A special tribute programme was aired Tuesday at 1:00
p.m. on the Voice of Guyana, followed by a Night of Re-
flections on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. at Homestretch Av-
enue as the nation prepares to lay Ron Robinson to rest on
Friday.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO
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Lawyer who admitted stealing mil-
lions from homeowners is disbarred

From the CBC:

A Toronto real estate lawyer who
admitted to embezzling from homebuy-
ers and sellers in southern Ontario going
back as much as a decade was disbarred
Friday afternoon in a law society hear-
ing.

Singa Bui's licence to practise law
was revoked following a three-hour-long
hearing in which the Law Society of On-
tario presented more than 2,000 pages of
evidence, which she did not contest, that
Bui repeatedly dipped into her firm's
trust account to steal millions of dollars
of client money and even forged bank
records in a way that hid the theft.

Bui has previously admitted she
spent the money on decorating her fam-
ily's two homes, luxury clothing and
jewelry, private school tuition for her
children, and vacations, among other
things.

She was "found to have committed
the most serious financial misconduct a
lawyer could be engaged in, and
breached her core obligations to act with
honour and integrity," law society lawyer
Chad Skinner told the hearing.

"She has committed misappropria-
tion against 13 separate clients, to the
staggering amount of over $12 million.
These funds have been used to fund a
lavish lifestyle for Ms. Bui and her fam-
ily, including purchasing luxury goods
and travel."

Bui did not attend the virtual hear-
ing. Her lawyer Nadia Liva offered no
evidence in rebuttal and didn't contest
any of the law society's submissions, ex-
cept to ask for a reduced costs order
against Bui of $50,000.

The three-person panel hearing the
case only spent about 10 minutes delib-
erating before deciding to revoke Bui's
licence and order her to pay the
$100,000 in costs. It also ordered her to
reimburse amounts the Law Society of
Ontario is paying out from its compen-
sation fund to some of her victims,
which currently adds up to $736,000, but
with an additional $500,000-plus still
pending.

More than $6 million has not been

returned of the $12 million. A little more

—

than half of that has been paid out by in-
surance companies to some of Bui's vic-
tims.

Much of the evidence at Friday's
hearing was already known through ear-
lier disciplinary hearings and court
records from more than 20 lawsuits filed
against Bui and her husband and law
partner, Nicholas Cartel, who together
had a now-defunct firm called Cartel &
Bui LLP in Toronto's Liberty Village
neighbourhood.

But for the first time, the public
heard evidence that Bui falsified bank
statements in a way that helped cover her
tracks.

In August 2022, the Law Society of
Ontario dispatched an auditor to do a
routine financial spot check on Cartel &
Bui LLP. The auditor asked Bui to pro-
vide a number of financial records, in-

cluding bank statements for all the firm's

Real estate lawyer Singa Bui
trust accounts for June 2022 and the
ledger of client trust account balances.

A trust account is a tightly regulated

bank account that only holds money be-
longing to a lawyer's clients and not the

firm.
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SENIOR Minister in the Office of
the President with Responsibility for Fi-
nance, Dr. Ashni Singh on Saturday em-
phasised that the new Oil and Gas
Corner at the New Amsterdam National
Library in Region Six has the potential
to educate and inspire young people
about the booming sector.

He was at the time speaking at the
launch of the initiative, which is being
executed by ExxonMobil Guyana in
collaboration with the Government of
Guyana.

According to a press release, Min-
ister Singh also reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to expanding
access to knowledge, strengthening
public education, and ensuring that cit-
izens, especially students, are equipped
with a clear understanding of Guyana’s
oil and gas sector.

“Today’s launching of this corner,
though it might appear on the surface to
be a modest initiative, showcases the
work that we are doing together and has
the potential to be the first point of di-
rect contact between young Guyanese
people and the oil and gas industry to
see what an FPSO looks like as well as
your seabed and subsea operation,”

BuyCanadianNow.Ca
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Scenes from the launch of the Oil and Gas Corner

Minister Singh encourages young Guyanese
to capitalise on oil and gas industry

Minister Singh said as he expressed the
hope that similar corners will be set up.

He also expressed gratitude to the
President and team of ExxonMobil
Guyana Limited for the partnership, and
thanked the team at the library for their
work in bringing the vision to life. Dr.
Singh also encouraged young people to
explore the possibilities of the oil and
gas industry and to take full advantage
of the resources available at the library.

He further encouraged young
Guyanese to get into the industry and
take up all the educational opportunities
being made available by government
such as opportunities to study at places
like the University of Guyana and the
Guyana Technical Training College at
Port Mourant.

According to the release, Dr. Singh
added “and so as modest as it is it rep-
resents an extremely important instal-
ment in our rollout of initiatives as we
seek to bring the oil and gas industry
closer to the Guyanese people, to inform
them of the vastness of possibilities that
exist for them and to put them poten-
tially on a path that will see them play-
ing a role because we want as many
Guyanese people as possible to be

working in the industry”.

President of ExxonMobil Guyana,
Alistair Routledge, who also delivered
remarks, explained that the project
aimed to bring to life what is done in the
industry to make every person in
Guyana see and educate communities
about what is happening in the industry
offshore.

“It is what I expect to see in li-
braries like this, the bringing to life what
we do, and our passion for what we do

EQUALITY NEWS

" " ""F -TEH -l

N A

and making sure what we do is done
safe so I am really excited to be here,”
he said as he thanked the government,
the National Library of New Amster-
dam, and the region for their involve-
ment in pulling the project together

The new corner features a replica
of the One Guyana FPSO, along with
educational materials designed to make
complex national developments more
accessible within a public learning
space.
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Ferry services being ramped up to han-
dle Christmas ‘super peak’ season

FERRY services across key routes
are being expanded to accommodate a
sharp increase in demand, during what
has been described as the “super peak”
season.

This was according to Minister of
Public Works Juan Edghill, who on Sun-
day made an impromptu visit in the
Kingston area in relation to increasing
services in that regard.

Speaking while assessing opera-
tions on the ground, Minister Edghill ex-
plained that the transport system has
been under sustained pressure for
months, with traffic levels exceeding ca-
pacity. He described the current period as
a “super peak,” noting that authorities are
now taking steps to ensure the ferry net-
work can cope with the seasonal surge.

A major focus of the visit was the
return of the MV Malali to service fol-
lowing dry-docking. The minister said
the vessel had only just completed its
transit to the Kingston Wharf and he
wanted to personally verify readiness
alongside senior technical staff.

“So, I came to have a first-hand !
look... to ensure that we are good and
ready to go,” he said.

Against this backdrop, the minister
outlined plans to significantly increase
trips on high-demand routes, particularly
between Parika and Bartica. He said
services would move from one to two
trips per day to ease congestion and fa-
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Minister of Public Works Juan Edghill at the Kingston Wharf on Sunday

T

cilitate the movement of goods and vehi-
cles.

“We have done more trips to Bartica
than we used to do,” he noted.

With vessels in operation, authori-
ties expect to increase carrying capacity
substantially during the holiday season.

He went on to point out the strong
demand from commercial operators and
suppliers preparing for Christmas distri-
bution, including major companies mov-
ing goods.

The minister also addressed ferry
operations serving Region One, assuring

residents that adequate coverage would
be maintained.

Minister Edghill emphasised that
ferry operations would follow a continu-
ous “touch-and-go” schedule throughout
the peak period, with vessels reloading
and redeploying immediately after of-

floading.

He urged passengers to monitor of-
ficial updates closely: “Please track the
transport website,” he said, explaining
that services would continue in this man-
ner until after New Year’s Day.

The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide.

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee
supported by an Advisory Council and various
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that acts as
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

#  Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on
youth and women in business and civic leadership
worldwide.

% Support social entrepreneurship and civic
engagement in communities around the world.

# Engage diaspora communities in the social and
economic development of Guyana.

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M2N 5P6
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To find out more about World
Guyanese Congress and our goals and
priorities. Scan the QR code, or visit
WWW.WJC-0rg.com

If you have any questions feel free to
get in touch:

Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804
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Lethem steps up preparations for

AS Lethem, like the rest of
Guyana, gears up for a bustling holiday
season, the town clerk and council are
rolling out a number of initiatives aimed
at improving health, security, and acces-
sibility across the municipality.

Town Clerk Keisha Williams said
the council is spearheading clean-up ef-
forts, implementing security and traffic
measures, and pushing ahead with road
works, all geared towards ensuring a
safe and welcoming Christmas season
for shoppers, residents, and small busi-
nesses.

With increased travel expected dur-
ing the holidays, one of the council’s
main areas of focus this season is trans-
portation and accessibility.

Williams explained that contractors
working on road rehabilitation projects
in Lethem are pushing to complete
works as early as possible ahead of
Christmas. “We are working on getting
a number of roads asphalted in the mu-
nicipality of Lethem. And coming up to
the Christmas season, the contractors
have been pushing to asphalt all those
roads, and to finalise those contracts be-
fore the Christmas season,” Williams
said.

With travel comes increased traffic,

a hurdle the council says it is well pre-
pared to manage. Williams noted that the
council has been working closely with
local police ranks to ensure traffic re-
mains under control, particularly given
the large volume of vehicles that pass
through the region daily.

“For security, we have made prepa-
rations for that with the police for traffic
management,” she said, adding, “We
would have met with the police to put
measures in place for traffic control,
given the fact that we are a border town
with sometimes more than 1,000 cars a
day in Lethem.”

The municipality has launched its
annual clean-up campaign, and extended
waste collection hours ahead of the
Christmas season

The council is also focused on
maintaining cleanliness amid the hustle
and bustle of the season. Williams ex-
plained that the municipality has
launched its annual clean-up campaign,
and extended the hours for its waste col-
lection services. “We are doing our
clean-up drive, which we do annually. It
is something that is done throughout the
year, but we have started our clean-up
drive for the municipality to ensure that
we have a clean Christmas, not just a
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Christmas Season
-

bright Christmas. Also, for our waste
collection service, we have added extra
hours to ensure that the town is clean,”
she said.

Alongside efforts to ensure a safer
and more enjoyable Christmas season,
Williams highlighted the positive impact
the holidays are having on small busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs. “We have seen
quite a few small businesses popping up
in the municipality, of which the council
is supporting with regulating the opera-
tion of their businesses,” she said.

She further noted that, “We have
noticed that there is support for the small
businesses from the general public. And
this is as a result of the efforts of the
Small Business Bureau, the town coun-
cil, as well as the fact that because of the
training that a lot of them would have re-
ceived, they are now marketing their
product using the various means of com-
munication available.”
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Lethem residents gathered last weekend to celebrate the tree lighting
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The festive atmosphere in Lethem
has already been set, following the
town’s annual Christmas tree light-up
and decorating activities held last week,
which drew hundreds of residents.

“On Saturday, on the 13th of De-
cember, we had our annual Christmas
tree light-up in the municipality. The
event was attended by almost 800 resi-
dents, which includes children as well.
There was a Christmas concert that in-
cluded folks from the various religious
sectors, students from the secondary and
primary schools, as well as residents
who participated in the concert and pre-
sented,” Williams added.

As Christmas approaches, the town
council says it will continue working
with stakeholders to ensure Lethem re-
mains clean, safe, and accessible, while
fostering an environment where resi-
dents and businesses can fully enjoy and
benefit from the festive season.
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Recently commissioned hospitals to be

authorised as teaching facilities

WITH several new hospitals com-
missioned across Guyana, Minister of
Health Dr Frank Anthony has said that
very soon those facilities will be autho-
rised to become teaching hospitals.

The health minister made this
known while speaking during the recent
Regional Health Officers conference.

Dr Anthony said the government is
advancing plans to strengthen health-ed-
ucation infrastructure, including the
completion and operationalisation of two
new training facilities.

“We have two new nursing schools
or training schools, for that matter, that
we’ll be completing. One is at the Suddie
Hospital compound, and one is in the old
New Amsterdam Hospital compound,”
he stated.

While the facilities will support
nursing education, the minister noted
that their scope will be significantly
broader. When operationalised, they will
accommodate multiple programmes of-
fered through the Health Sciences Divi-
sion, which currently runs
approximately 20 courses.

The intention, he explained, is to
decentralise these programmes so that
greater numbers of people can access

commissioned this year.

With this, it will complement the
existing teaching capacity traditionally
centred at the Georgetown Public Hos-
pital.

Against this backdrop, Dr Anthony
noted that the government will move to
amend the relevant legislation to autho-
rise the six new hospitals as teaching
hospitals.

“Very soon, we will authorise that
the six new hospitals would all become
teaching hospitals, so we’ll make the rel-
evant legal amendment so that that can
happen,” he said.
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Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden’s always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningful and fit comfortably within your budget. Just some
of the ways that we as a family care for yours.

Family owned and operated since 1948.

training without having to relocate to
Georgetown.

Added to this, he noted that the
ministry is working with the University
of Guyana to extend the reach of its
medical school into the regions. Dr An-
thony said the initiative would allow stu-
dents to complete much of their
academic and clinical work within their
own regions, although periodic atten- . \
dance at the main campus would still be P e

required. He added that the approach is

designed to ensure “we’ll get more peo-

ple in the regions properly trained.”
Meanwhile, the health minister

stated that emphasis is also being placed
on integrating training into newly

OGDEN
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opened hospitals. Dr Anthony explained
that additional classroom spaces are
being added at each of the six facilities
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SHARMA| LAW

Your Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent you.
When you're looking for the best possible result, you need
an attorney who knows every detail about you and your
case. Sharma Law takes the time to get to know each and
every client, so we're in the best position to represent you
and your family when it matters most. Backed by proven
results and experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court,
Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.

NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM

Q_ Personal Injury

Injuries caused by the negligence of others * Motor Vehicle Accident Claims
can be physically, emotionally, and * At-Fault Accident Claims
financially devastating for victims and their * Not At-Fault Accident Claims
families. If you've been injured, you need a * Catastrophic Injury Claims
personal injury lawyer who knows how to * Slip and Falls / Trip and Falls

fight for th i d . i
BUETE B cOlTIpRnoeiion yall aeselre. » Long Term Disability / Short Term Disability

* Pedestrian Accidents

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We are committed to achieving successful
results for every client and case. We
accomplish this by providing exceptional
legal advice and strategies based on a
thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes.

FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM REVIEW.

Check out our Google reviews

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere
in Ontario. Video Conference and Office meetings available.

O i, El X

& sharma@vsharmalaw.ca
L www.vsharmalaw.ca in
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DFM Danforth

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.
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Food Market

www.danforthfoodmarket.com
Specials in Effect Thu. Dec.18th

until Sun. Dec,21st 2025

DANFORTH FOOD MARKET

HURRICANE RELIEF
BARREL

SEND SUPPORT BACK HOME
TOGETHER

Quantity  Unit Price Total
12 Pks $6.49 $77.88
$1.75 $84.00

PREMIUM

(OCONUT

Products Included

Grace Premium
Coconut Milk

Grace Red Kidney Beans 800g
Grace Condensed Sweetener 297ml 48 Tins

PREMIUM

(OCONUT

I-ﬂl-ﬂl-ﬂ

ﬁ-mu ﬁ-mu ﬁmu

Rengd'
Coconut Water

Grace Corn Meal 2kg 18 Pks $4.19 $75.42 400 ml L :
Grace Mackerel in Tomato Sauce 155g 100 Tins $1.39  $139.00 piantis— PAOFERSIONALS {i
Grace Vienna Sausage (Hot) 113g 48 Tins $1.69 $81.12 _ -m?;‘);gp! I
Grace Corned Beef 198g 48Tins $2.99 $143.52 g i f
Grace Instant Oats 1kg 24 Pks $3.49 $83.76

Cedar Parboiled Rice 8kg 4 Bags $17.99 $71.96

American Eagle White Flour 5kg 6 Bags $7.99 $47.94

Jamaican Pride Butter Beans 398mL 24 Tins $1.49 $35.76

Jumbo Barrel (Tax Incl.) 1Pc $70.00  $70.00 dias

Shipping (Tax Incl.) $100.00 $100.00

g Maggi Season-Up
B All Purpose
~ Seasoning 2 kg

TOTAL VALUE  $1,010. 36
— (Grace).

You PAY % (5673.57)
WE'LL COVER THE REST

* Includes Shipping Cost

THIS RELIEF INITIATIVE
IS PARTNERED WITH

Danforth Food Market  Grace Foods Canada  Cedar Phoenicia Group
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{ Cedar

’,.- 2.84 L

Cedar
Parboiled Rice

Island Spice

Rose Water

Anchor | 9 Royal Danish Delight
Strawberry Syrup Butter Cookies
750 ml 340 g

Sorrel Fizz
Beverage
300 ml

ECL|PSE

ORIGINAL

(e
PUSAET. 180 (%%l
Eclipse
Original Crackers

Cedar Whole

Kernel Corn
341 ml

Lou& Nick’s
Lemon Juice
946 ml

DANFORTH
FOOD

Laurentide Windshield ‘
Washer -45
3,78 It

KITCHEN

MARKET

each 10 kg

Wmdsor Safe-T-SaIt
ce Melt Salt
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

December 20st 8:00 AM to 10:00 PM December 21st 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM
December 22nd 9:00 AMto 9:00 PM December 23th 9:00 AM to 10:00
December 24th 9:00 AM to 9:00 PM December 25th Christmas Day Close

December 26th Boxing Day Open

e Best Oxtuil Money Con Buy Grown From A"f'f““i/l‘l’\ozen Australian  Fresh or Frozen Salted
Curgil vounars er __Free-Range Square Cut———_Beef  Beef Short Ribs
&4 Goat Meat Ram Mutton}Meat Soup Shunkj

Frozen ;
31/40\Heudless
WhlteAShrlm

Frozen
Chicken_ \Drumsticks

N JIJummcu's Choice

Double;Smoked Chicken légm
Turkey,!:::(lhlckeI n

Quurlers

)ﬂm@w

\

T LAY : = W/ : - " Wi Purchase.of 2.cases or
, Ff@jm* | More Thursday To Sunday Only
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Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Crematorium inside our building!
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mmw ALL OCCASIONS et ™ | needs please call
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Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY'’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE

For all your catering

dr

Not sure how much food you need? We'll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-
mize your cost.

ing for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

needs

Pork free h

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (6randma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
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Minister Mustapha, new IICA Director

discuss innovation, sustainability

NEWLY elected Director-General of the Inter- _. . =
American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture i % g \
(IICA) Dr. Muhammad Ibrahim on Monday paid a
courtesy call on Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar
Mustapha at his Regent Street office.

Discussions during the meeting focused on ad-
vancing the development of Guyana’s agricultural sec-
tor, with emphasis on innovation, sustainability, and
strengthening cooperation between Guyana and IICA,
the Agriculture Ministry said in a post on its Facebook
page.

Dr. Ibrahim, a Guyanese national, is an agricultural
engineer with more than 35 years of international expe-
rience in agricultural development.

He was elected Director-General of IICA in No-
vember 2025, and is slated to assume office in January
2026 for the 20262030 term.

He succeeds outgoing Director-General Manuel

Otero, and was nominated by Guyana, with the en-

dorsement of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).
In his new role, Dr. Ibrahim is expected to advance

initiatives centered on agricultural innovation, re-

silience, and sustainable development across the Ameri-
Newly elected IICA Director-General Dr. Muhammad Ibrahim with Minister Zulfikar Mustapha

Al
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Serious Crime falls by 76% within past

five years: Commander McBean

SERIOUS crime in Regional Divi-
sion 4A continues to decline, as Divi-
sional Commander Simon McBean has
reported that it has sharply fallen by
more than 76 per cent over the past five
years.

The Divisional Commander high-
lighted this during the Guyana Police
Force (GPF)’s Regional Division 4A
Annual Christmas and Luncheon and
Award Ceremony, on Monday.

Although Georgetown, which falls
within this division, is experiencing
rapid economic growth and activities,
making it a major target for crime, the
police force continues to resiliently re-
spond to crime, according to McBean.

A 2.4 per cent decrease in serious
crimes compared to the same period in
2024 has been recorded.

However, looking at the broader
picture over the last five years, the trans-
formation is “staggering,” the Divisional
Commander said, noting that since

2020, serious crimes in the division has
fallen by more than 76 per cent.
It has moved from 836 recorded se-
rious crimes at this time in 2020, to just .
200 to date in 2025, the Divisional Com- =T
mander noted.
Over 16,500 crime reports were in-
vestigated, resulting in 3,501 criminal
charges, he said. = L
He attributed this reduction in "
crime to three strategic pillars, including
strong leadership, technological integra-
tion and community partnership; this he before the court for violations. legal firearms were taken off of the cannabis and 18 grammes of cocaine

Regional Division 4A Commander Simon McBean

dubbed as the “backbone of the success McBean further reported that 28 il-  streets and over 65 kilogrammes of were seized.

and remains the integral part between ° °

the police and the public.” Bharrat Jagdeo Demerara River Bridge safe, stable
“While the numbers are positive,

. . THE Ministry of Public Works (MoPW), on Monday, specific characteristics of this transition zone, where the
we acknowledge that one serious crime

still is one too many,” he said, noting informed the public Fhat continuous monitoring of settle- road embankment “fill” interfaces with the concrete abut-
that public perception often lags behind ment observation points of the Bharrat Jagdeo Demerara ment structure.

data and the fear of crime remains a River Bridge has confirmed that no abnormal settlement has Differences in material properties between the sand fill
challenge for the GPF. occurred in the bridge foundations. and the concrete structure have resulted in varying settle-

Moving forward, the division’s According to information from the ministry, all moni- ment behaviour, leading to a temporary elevation difference
goal i to ensure that the safety reflected toring data indicate that the bridge structure remains safe, that manifests as pavement undulation.
in the statistics is a safety truly felt by stable, and fully reliable for public use. The contractor has been instructed to carry out reme-
every citizen in their daily lives, accord- Regarding the pavement undulations observed on the dial works shortly to restore a smooth and comfortable driv-
ing to McBean. side span of the main bridge, technical investigations have ing surface.

As it relates to the traffic depart- determined that these irregularities are limited to localised The Ministry of Public Works said it appreciated the
ment, McBean reported a 24 per cent de- surface flatness variations arising from the asphalt pave- vigilance and concern shown by members of the public and
crease in fatal accidents. but he did ment construction process. other stakeholders regarding this critical infrastructure.
disclose that there has bee’n a three per Importantly, this condition affects only the pavement The ministry remains fully committed to the profes-
cent increase in general traffic accidents. surface layer and does not compromise the bridge’s struc- sional and responsible management, monitoring, and main-

He further reported that the traffic tural integrity or load-bearing capacity. tenance of the bridge and its ancillary facilities, ensuring the
department brought over 5,660 persons Additionally, the pavement undulation observed near highest standards of public safety and travel comfort. (DPI)

the east approach bridge abutment has been attributed to the
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There is a growing memorial at the scene of the shooting on Bondi Beach
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Bondi Beach gunman originally

from India,

One of the two men suspected of carrying out
a mass shooting at Bondi Beach was originally
from southern India but had "limited contact" with
his family there, police sources have said.

Sajid Akram, 50, who died at the scene in
Sydney on Sunday, was originally from the city of
Hyderabad, a police official from the Indian state
of Telangana said.

He had travelled to India just six times since
moving to Australia in 1998 and his family "ex-
pressed no knowledge of his radical mindset or ac-
tivities," the official added.

Sajid and his 24-year-old son Naveed are sus-
pected of killing 15 people and injuring dozens
more at an event celebrating the Jewish festival of
Hanukkah on Sunday.

Hyderabad, where Sajid Akram's family is
based, is the capital of Telangana state in southern
India.

The Telangana police official told BBC Tel-
ugu Sajid had "visited India on six occasions after
migrating to Australia, primarily for family-related
reasons such as property matters and visits to his
elderly parents".

"It is understood that he did not travel to India
even at the time of his father's demise," the official
said.

"The factors that led to the radicalisation of
Sajid Akram and his son, Naveed appear to have
no connection with India or any local influence in
Telangana."

The official also said Sajid Akram had no
criminal record in India, he had completed a de-
gree and had moved to Australia in search of em-
ployment before marrying a woman "of European
origin".

Sajid Akram was an Indian passport holder,
but his children were born in Australia and are
Australian citizens, the official added.

Police are currently investigating why the fa-
ther and son travelled to the Philippines in the
weeks leading up to the attack. They arrived on 1
November and left on 28 November, the country's
immigration bureau confirmed to the BBC.

Sajid travelled using an Indian passport, while

police say

his son used Australian identification, the authori-
ties said.

Citing security sources, the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation (ABC) said that the pair trav-
elled to the island nation to receive "military-style
training", but officials have not been able to con-
firm those reports.

Philippines foreign affairs minister Maria
Theresa Lazaro and her Australian counterpart,
Penny Wong, have agreed to "keep each other
closely informed" of any developments related to
the investigation into the Bondi Beach shooting,
according to a text message Lazaro sent to the
media.

It is understood that Naveed Akram was pre-
viously investigated over ties to a Sydney-based
IS terrorism cell, ABC reported.

IS is an extremist Islamist militant group that
has claimed responsibility for a number of terrorist
attacks across Europe and America, including the
2015 Paris attacks.

The Australian Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese said Naveed Akram first came to the atten-
tion of the authorities in 2019 "on the basis of
being associated with others".

However, at the time, an "assessment was
made that there was no indication of any ongoing
threat or threat of him engaging in violence".

A bystander tackled one of the gunmen

EQUALITY NEWS

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): If your freedom is being
stifled there is still time to do something about it. Speak up
and let those you live and work with know you are not happy
about their controlling ways. Make sure they know things are
going to change.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): You have a knack for
coming up with winners even when the odds seem stacked
against you and if you follow a hunch today there is every
chance it will pay off. You may win big once but don’t tempt
fate by trying to win a second time.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): Let friends and family
members know how much you appreciate their recent efforts
on your behalf. If you leave it until after the Sun changes signs
next weekend they may think you’ve been taking them for
granted, so speak up right away.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Your workload has got
heavier of late and if you are not going to exhaust yourself you
need to offload some of it today. Anything that landed in your
In tray without you requesting it must be sent straight back to
where it came from.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): You can be a bit too easygoing
at times and the planets indicate you need to get serious about
a professional problem of some kind. Let colleagues and your
employer know you are now in the right frame of mind to re-
solve it.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): It’s inevitable that if you
keep your emotions bottled up there will come a time when it
gets too much and they explode out into the world at large.
Make it your priority today to find constructive ways to ease
the pressure.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): You must let friends and
loved ones know what is on your mind. You have an important
message to get across and this is the perfect time to speak up.
Use your way with words to paint a picture everyone will un-
derstand.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): Follow your instincts
today and don’t let people who are not as adventurous as you
talk you out of doing what you know to be right. The only per-
son you need to trust is yourself, so be brave and follow a new
path through life.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): So much is possi-
ble for you now but you also need to be aware that time is get-
ting short. In between now and the Sun’s change of signs next
weekend you MUST act quickly and decisively. The time for
reflection is past.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): With Mars in your
sign you won’t be quite so fearful about life, but if you are
smart you will wait for the Sun to join it there on the 21st be-
fore devoting yourself 100 per cent to an exciting new project.
There’s no need to rush.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): If you make a con-
scious effort to work with other people today there is no doubt
at all you will create something of lasting value together. You
may enjoy being different, even a bit of a loner, but you can
be an excellent team player too.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): You may be a nice guy by
nature but today you will have no choice but to get tough with
someone who has let you down. Don’t waste your time giving
them a second chance because the planets say they will waste

it. Cut ties immediately.
Our

advertising works!
Try a low cost ad in

Equality News and reap
the benefits of the only
print weekly newspaper.
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puma'

ate JS10 million to

help rebuild storm-damaged schools

Sprint legend Usain Bolt, in part-
nership with global sportswear sponsor
Puma, has donated J$5 million each to
St Elizabeth Technical High School
(STETHS) and his alma mater William
Knibb Memorial High School in
Trelawny to support recovery efforts
after both schools were severely dam-
aged by Category 5 Hurricane Melissa
in late October.

STETHS in Santa Cruz, St Eliza-
beth, suffered extensive structural dam-
age, with the grade 11 block—critical
for students preparing for Caribbean
Secondary Education Certificate
(CSEC) exams—Ileft entirely without a
roof, according to JIS News. Roofs on
other buildings, teachers’ cottages, the
athletes’ dorms and sections of the
perimeter wall were also hit, and the
spectator stands were left in tatters.
William Knibb reported that seven
buildings on campus were damaged, six
of them severely, including the loss of
roofing.

The donations come on the heels
of long-standing efforts by Bolt to sup-
port education and youth development
across Jamaica. Through the Usain Bolt
Foundation, the Jamaican icon has con-
sistently invested in local communities,
particularly in rural parishes like
Trelawny, St Elizabeth, St Ann, St
James and Clarendon. Earlier this year,
the foundation contributed J$6.1 mil-
lion in cash and kind to six rural high
schools to help prepare students for the

Inter-Secondary Schools Sports Associ-
ation (ISSA) Boys and Girls’ Champi-
onships, with William Knibb among the
beneficiaries.

In addition to high school support,
the foundation has donated essential
supplies—including printers, hygiene
stations and learning materials—to 21
rural early-childhood institutions across
five parishes, assisting more than 1,200
children and their teachers the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Bolt has also engaged in commu-
nity outreach beyond schools. In
Trelawny, his foundation partnered
with the JN Foundation on charitable
runs and other events aimed at raising
funds for social services and facilities
for vulnerable children, underscoring
his commitment to his hometown and
wider rural Jamaica.

Bolt’s relationship with Puma
dates back to 2003, when the German
sportswear brand signed him as a 16-
year-old rising sprinter—a sponsorship
that would grow into one of the most
iconic athlete-brand partnerships in
sport.

Over the years, Puma has not only
outfitted Bolt at major global competi-
tions but also utilised his charismatic
persona as the face of its “Forever
Faster” campaign and related global
marketing efforts. In 2021, Bolt sealed
a lifetime partnership deal with Puma,
becoming the first track-and-field ath-
lete to secure such an agreement, which

extends his role with the brand beyond
active competition and into lifestyle
and cultural collaborations.

The partnership has also rein-
forced Puma’s broader support for Ja-
maican athletics, including sponsorship
of high school track programmes and
major events like the ISSA Boys and
Girls” Championships—platforms that

have helped nurture generations of
local talent.

Bolt, widely regarded as the great-
est athlete of all time and a global am-
bassador for Jamaica, continues to
leverage his influence and relationships
to give back to the communities that
shaped him—on and off the track.

Mia Mottley makes Forbes list

Prime Minister Mia Mottley has once again earned international recogni-
tion, returning to the Forbes World’s 100 Most Powerful Women list for the
third consecutive year, ranking No. 99 in 2025 among the globe’s most influ-
ential political, business and philanthropic leaders.

Forbes highlights Mottley’s continued global impact, particularly her
forceful advocacy on climate change, her diplomatic leadership, and her role
in steering Barbados’ constitutional transition.

According to her Forbes profile, Mottley “was elected as Barbados’
prime minister in 2018. When she was sworn in, she became the first woman
to hold the role.” The profile also notes her rise as a global leader on climate
issues, referencing her 2021 address to the United Nations General Assembly,
where she delivered an “impassioned speech” calling for urgent action.

That same year, the United Nations Environment Programme named her
a “Champion of the Earth for Policy Leadership.” Forbes further underscores
her role in Barbados’ historic constitutional shift, noting: “Under her leader-
ship, in November 2021, Barbados officially became a parliamentary republic
and removed the Queen of England as its head of state.”

Mia Mottley has appeared on the Forbes Power Women ranking in recent

years, including in 2023 and 2024, reinforcing her sustained influence on the
global stage. Her continued presence reflects not only her domestic leadership,
but also her growing role in shaping international conversations on climate fi-
nance, debt reform and global equity—particularly for small island developing
states. In 2022, she was named to TIME magazine’s TIME100 list , which rec-
ognizes the world’s most influential people.

Her inclusion places her among a global cohort of women shaping
economies, diplomacy, technology, philanthropy and cultural influence. She
joins a 2025 Power Women list led by European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen at No. 1,
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Trinidad and Tobago approves transit
of US military aircraft through airports

The Trinidad and Tobago govern-
ment has approved the transit of United
States military aircraft through the
country’s airports in the coming weeks,
a move officials describe as routine but
one that has sparked strong criticism
from the political opposition.

In a media release issued Monday,
the Ministry of Foreign and CARI-
COM Aftfairs said the approved aircraft
movements are “logistical in nature,”
intended to facilitate supply replenish-
ment and routine personnel rotations.

Foreign and CARICOM Affairs
Minister Sean Sobers said the decision
reflects the government’s continued co-
operation with Washington, noting that
the partnership has delivered concrete
benefits to Trinidad and Tobago, in-
cluding joint military training exer-
cises, enhanced surveillance
capabilities and the installation of a
radar system used in narcotics interdic-
tion.

Sobers said Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar has reaffirmed the ad-
ministration’s commitment to “cooper-
ation and collaboration in the pursuit of
safety and security for Trinidad and To-
bago and the wider region.” The min-
istry also noted that the U.S. Embassy
has supported national development
through initiatives such as donations of
school equipment and other educa-
tional support.

However, former Foreign Affairs
and CARICOM Minister Dr. Amery
Browne sharply criticized the govern-
ment’s announcement, calling it “de-
ceptive.”

Speaking on a local radio pro-
gram, Browne said Trinidad and To-
bago had never before granted what he
described as blanket permission for un-
specified foreign military aircraft to
use local airspace and airports.

“There is nothing routine about
this,” Browne said. “This has nothing
to do with the usual cooperation and
friendly collaborations that we have
enjoyed for decades with the United
States and our neighbours.”

Browne argued that the govern-
ment’s statement risks undermining
Trinidad and Tobago’s long-standing
foreign policy posture and regional
standing, claiming it moves the country
away from established CARICOM
principles.

Foreign Minister Sobers rejected
those claims, saying the government
remains in close engagement with the
U.S. Embassy and is acting in the na-
tional and regional interest. “We wel-
come the continued support of the
United States,” Sobers said.

The approval comes against the
backdrop of increased U.S. military ac-
tivity in the Caribbean linked to
counter-narcotics operations. Prime

One of the American military aircraft flying in Trinidad’s airspace

Minister Persad-Bissessar has publicly
supported U.S.-led efforts aimed at dis-
rupting the illegal drug trade, a position
that political observers note differs
from that of several other CARICOM
member states, which have repeatedly
emphasized maintaining the Caribbean
as a zone of peace.

Venezuela has also expressed con-

cern in recent months, accusing Wash-
ington of using counter-narcotics oper-
ations as a pretext for broader
geopolitical objectives, including ef-
forts to destabilize the government of
President Nicolas Maduro.

In its statement, the Ministry of
Foreign and CARICOM Affairs reiter-
ated that cooperation with the United

States has contributed to the intercep-
tion of millions of dollars’ worth of il-
legal narcotics and strengthened
Trinidad and Tobago’s national security
capacity.

Browne, however, said the prime
minister has failed to adequately ex-
plain the implications of the policy
shift to the public.

DR also gives approval for US planes

The Dominican Republic government has authorized sev-
eral United States military aircraft to land and operate in the
country in the coming days as part of an operational support
deployment in the Caribbean.

According to officials, the aircraft have been granted
temporary permits to operate from restricted areas at San
Isidro Air Base and Las Américas International Airport. The
cooperation agreement allows for surveillance, transport, and
technical support missions.

Aircraft expected to participate include the KC-130
tanker and the C-130 Hercules, two of the U.S. Air Force’s
most widely used and versatile aircraft.

The C-130 Hercules, which has been in service since
1954, is one of the most successful military transport aircraft
in history. Originally designed for rugged operations during
the Cold War, the aircraft has been deployed in conflicts such
as Vietnam and Desert Storm, as well as in major humanitar-
ian missions, including disaster response efforts in Haiti, dur-
ing Hurricane Katrina in the United States, and in other global
emergency zones.

The KC-130, introduced in the 1960s, functions as both a
tanker and logistics aircraft, providing aerial refueling for
fighter jets, helicopters, and drones. It has supported military
operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya, and has also been
used for nighttime special operations and personnel transport.

Authorities have not disclosed flight schedules or the
total number of aircraft involved. However, officials indicated
that the deployment may support maritime and aerial surveil-
lance, the movement of sensitive equipment, logistics for re-
gional security operations, in-flight refueling, and the
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A C130 in DR airspace

transportation of technical personnel.

The mission forms part of ongoing security and technical
cooperation agreements between the Dominican Republic and
the United States, as both countries continue to collaborate on
regional security initiatives in the Caribbean.
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Venezuela cuts energy ties with
Trinidad over seized oil tanker

Venezuela on Monday announced
that it has terminated, with “immediate
effect,” all existing contracts, agree-
ments and negotiations with Trinidad
and Tobago, accusing Port of Spain of
complicity in the United States’ seizure
of a Venezuelan oil tanker last week.

In a statement posted on Insta-
gram, Venezuelan Vice President Delcy
Rodriguez said President Nicolas
Maduro made the decision in response
to what she described as an “escalation
of hostilities and serious aggressions”
following the December 10 seizure of
the tanker by U.S. authorities.

Caracas has repeatedly character-
ized the seizure as an act of piracy. Ro-
driguez said Venezuela has “full
knowledge” of Trinidad and Tobago’s
participation in what she described as
the “theft” of Venezuelan oil carried out
by the U.S. administration through the
interception of a ship transporting the
product.

The statement described the inci-
dent as “a serious violation of interna-
tional law and a clear transgression of
the principles of free navigation and
trade.” It also accused Trinidad and To-
bago Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar of pursuing a “hostile agenda
against Venezuela” since assuming of-
fice.

Among the allegations, Rodriguez
claimed that the Persad-Bissessar ad-
ministration facilitated the “installation
of U.S. military radars” in Trinidad and
Tobago to harass Venezuelan ships, as-
serting that Venezuela considers the
prime minister to have turned the coun-
try into a “U.S. aircraft carrier to attack
Venezuela, in an unequivocal act of
vassalage.”

President Maduro has also de-
nounced the Energy Cooperation
Framework Agreement previously
signed with Trinidad and Tobago. Ro-
driguez said the Venezuelan govern-
ment has decided to sever energy ties
with the Caribbean nation in response
to what it called a “very serious act that
aims to blatantly steal Venezuela’s oil.”

“Venezuela demands respect! And
it will not allow any colonial entity and
its vassals to threaten the sacred sover-
eignty of the country and its right to de-
velopment. Venezuela will always
prevail,” Rodriguez said.

The dispute follows confirmation
last Wednesday by Guyana that the oil
tanker seized by the United States was

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

The tanker seized by the USA in the Caribbean

falsely flying the Guyana flag and is
not registered in the country. In a state-
ment, Guyana’s Maritime Administra-
tion (MARAD) said it has observed the
“proliferation and unacceptable use” of
the Guyana flag by vessels not regis-
tered there.

MARAD said the U.S. govern-
ment informed the agency that it en-
countered the Motor Tanker SKIPPER
(ex-ADISA), IMO Number 9304667, in
international waters, falsely displaying
the Guyana flag.

U.S. President Donald Trump said
the SKIPPER was the largest crude
tanker ever seized by American author-
ities and confirmed that the United
States would seize the oil aboard the
vessel. Venezuelan authorities again de-
scribed the seizure as piracy.

Prime Minister Persad-Bissessar
has dismissed Venezuela’s accusations
that Trinidad and Tobago colluded with
the United States as “false propa-
ganda.” She said that if the Venezuelan
government has concerns about the

seizure of the tanker SKIPPER, they
should address them directly with Pres-
ident Trump.

“They should direct their com-
plaints to President Trump, as it is the
U.S. military that has seized the sanc-
tioned oil tanker,” she said, adding that
Trinidad and Tobago continues to
maintain peaceful relations with the
Venezuelan people.

Persad-Bissessar also told
Guardian Media she is unconcerned by
the Maduro administration’s threat to
terminate natural gas arrangements,
stating that Trinidad and Tobago has
never depended on Venezuela for gas
supplies.

“We have adequate reserves within
our territory. We are aggressively work-
ing to reduce bureaucratic barriers to
speed up approvals for energy compa-
nies,” she said, noting that bureaucracy
remains the main obstacle to explo-
ration and production.

Former energy minister and en-
ergy expert Carolyn Seepersad-Bachan

echoed that assessment, saying the de-
velopments involving Venezuela come
as no shock and do not represent a
major blow to Trinidad and Tobago, as
no Venezuelan gas had been flowing to
the country in the first place.

She said the framework governing
unitisation agreements for cross-border
fields remains in place but does not re-
vive projects that were already stalled
or shut down. Looking ahead, Seeper-
sad-Bachan warned that Trinidad and
Tobago must seek alternative sources
of gas as domestic reserves decline and
foreign exchange pressures increase,
cautioning against expectations of
quick solutions from other regional
players.

For the foreseeable future, she
said, the country’s most realistic option
is to accelerate development of its own
acreage and pursue viable partnerships,
accepting that Venezuelan gas will not
be part of the equation.
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Holness reassures Jamaicans there
IS no ban on Christmas parties

Prime Minister Dr. the Most Hon.
Andrew Holness has reassured Ja-
maicans that there is no ban on festive
celebrations, dismissing social media
rumours claiming citizens are prohib-
ited from hosting parties during the
Christmas season.

The clarification comes amid con-
fusion sparked by comments made at a
post-Cabinet press briefing last week,
where the Government announced the
cancellation of official Christmas par-
ties across ministries, departments and
agencies (MDAs) as Jamaica recovers
from the impact of Category 5 Hurri-
cane Melissa.

At the December 10 briefing at Ja-
maica House, Minister of Education,
Skills, Youth and Information, Senator
Dr. Dana Morris Dixon, said the direc-
tive applied only to government-hosted
events, not to the general public or pri-
vate sector.

“We have agreed to allow small
in-ministry or in-department recogni-
tion and morale-building activities,”
Morris Dixon said. “So, if you are
doing something in the office itself,
that is fine, but no rental of external
venues is allowed.”

The Minister also urged the pri-
vate sector to proceed with Christmas
events, warning against a slowdown in
economic activity, particularly in areas
not as heavily impacted by the storm.

“We really do need to make up for
what is happening in the west, in terms
of the downturn in economic activity,”
she said. “So, those of us in areas that
haven’t been affected as much, please
go out and spend money.”

The Prime Minister warned that
the spread of misinformation has the
potential to undermine public order and
create unnecessary confusion.

Jamaican Prime Minister Andrew Holness

“There are those people... who
are vested in telling you lies to mislead
you,” Dr. Holness said. “For what rea-
son? I don’t know. Maybe they want
the country to descend in chaos. They
don’t like to see law and order.”

Dr. Holness was speaking with
residents at the hurricane shelter at Pe-
tersfield High School in Westmoreland
during the Prime Minister’s Christmas
Treat on Saturday, December 13.

While encouraging entertainment
and festive activities, the Prime Minis-

ter emphasized that events must be
properly organised and comply with
public safety requirements. He noted
that the police are prepared to issue
permits once promoters make the nec-
essary arrangements.

“The police have said that they
will give permits for parties so long as
the promoters make the proper arrange-
ments,” he said.

Dr. Holness outlined practical
considerations organisers must address,
particularly in communities still af-

fected by infrastructural challenges fol-
lowing recent storms.

“Some places don’t have light, so
if you’re going to keep a party, you
have to put up light. You have to get
one generator, people have to have
water [to] use bathroom facilities,” he
explained.

He also stressed the importance of
security at entertainment events, noting
that some venues can be targeted by
criminals.

Hurricane Melissa relief voucher system by new year

The Jamaican Government is
preparing to transition its post—Hurri-
cane Melissa relief program from direct
food distribution to a voucher-based
system by early 2026, aimed at giving
affected residents greater purchasing
power and flexibility.

Permanent Secretary in the Office
of the Prime Minister (OPM), Ambas-
sador Dr. Rocky Meade, disclosed the
plan during Wednesday’s (December
10) sitting of Parliament’s Public Ad-
ministration and Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Dr. Meade explained that in the
immediate aftermath of Hurricane
Melissa, the Government relied on
emergency procedures to deliver rapid
assistance, with a strong focus on food
distribution. As recovery progresses,
however, officials believe it is time to
adjust the approach.

“Now that we have done that quite

a bit... we’re hoping... to have a
change in how we assist the country,”
Dr. Meade said. “We want to give more
purchasing power to those who are in
need so that, as the businesses come
back up, they can actually get the
things they want and not just a package
that we assume that might be, [where]
they may have too much of one thing
and not something else.”

He said the Ministry of Labour
and Social Security (MLSS) is leading
work on the new system, which he
loosely described as a voucher model,
though it may not involve traditional
paper vouchers.

“It’s really putting purchasing
power in the hands of citizens,” he
said. “We have had some meetings on
how that could work, and the details of
that are also being worked out.”

According to Dr. Meade, the
MLSS will also provide guidance on

identifying priority needs and deter-
mining beneficiary eligibility under the
new arrangement. The goal, he said, is
to pivot to this method of delivering re-
lief by the start of the new year.

He noted that officials recently
presented the proposed system to Prime
Minister Dr. the Most Hon. Andrew
Holness, who requested a few adjust-
ments before final approval.

“I can assure you there has been
progress, and they (the Ministry) have
a product,” Dr. Meade said. “But for
some tweaks, [it] will be ready [for]
rollout in January. I am reasonably con-
fident that by the New Year, we’ll be

able to roll something out.”

Holness had previously expressed
concern about images of people rush-
ing for care packages and called on
both relief groups and residents to
maintain self-respect throughout the re-
covery process. The new system, he ex-
plained, will allow individuals to
choose what they need. “Giving per-
sons coupons or cards [will enable
them to] buy the stuff that they need.”

The proposed shift is intended to
support both hurricane-affected house-
holds and local businesses as economic
activity gradually resumes following
the storm.
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I
Jamaica welcomes 300,000 visitors

after Hurricane Melissa

Jamaica has welcomed more than
300,000 visitors since the passage of
Category 5 Hurricane Melissa, a mile-
stone Minister of Tourism Edmund
Bartlett says reflects the sector’s rapid
and coordinated recovery strategy.

The figure includes both stopover
and cruise arrivals and comes as the is-
land reopens fully for the critical winter
tourism season, with major resort areas
now operational.

Following the storm, Jamaica
moved quickly to restore tourism infra-
structure across key destinations, in-
cluding Montego Bay, Ocho Rios,
Negril and Kingston, all of which are
now open and receiving visitors.

Bartlett confirmed that Jamaica
has met its target of restoring tourism
operations by December 15, just over
six weeks after the hurricane.

“Our recovery has exceeded ex-
pectations,” Bartlett said. “Jamaica is
not just back — we are stronger, more
resilient, and more committed than ever 2 _—
to delivering the authentic Jamaican ex- e =
perience our visitors know and love.
The dedication of our tourism workers, == =
many of whom were personally af-
fected by the hurricane, exemplifies the
true spirit of Jamaica.”

VPR -

WestJet touches down on Saturday December 6, 2025, from Québec to Montego Bay

All major airports — Sangster In-
ternational Airport, Norman Manley In-
ternational Airport, and [an Fleming
International Airport — have resumed
normal operations, with airlines main-
taining regular flight schedules. By the
end of December, approximately 71%
of hotels are expected to be reopened,
with that figure projected to rise
steadily through early 2026.

“This has been a whole-of-indus-

try effort,” Bartlett said. “Hotels, attrac-
tions, transportation providers and gov-
ernment agencies have worked around
the clock to ensure that Jamaica is
ready to welcome our guests. Every
visitor who chooses Jamaica during this
time directly supports the rebuilding of
communities and the restoration of
livelihoods.”

Tourism attractions across the is-
land are also operational, allowing visi-

tors to once again experience Jamaica’s
culture, music, cuisine and hospitality.

“The best way to support Jamaica
is to visit Jamaica,” said Donovan
White, Director of Tourism. “We are
ready to deliver unforgettable experi-
ences while showcasing the incredible
strength and hospitality of the Jamaican
people.”

Tourism accounts for more than
30% of Jamaica’s GDP and supports

roughly one-third of jobs across the is-
land. Officials say the sector’s swift re-
covery is critical to economic stability
and household incomes nationwide.

Jamaica recorded 4.3 million visi-
tors in 2024, and tourism authorities re-
main confident the destination will
achieve a full recovery by December
2026, positioning the sector for sus-
tained growth.
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Daren Sammy issues blunt chal-
lenge as West Indies batsmen falter

West Indies head coach Daren
Sammy did not mince words after an-
other heavy setback on New Zealand
soil, delivering a searing assessment of
his team’s nine-wicket loss in the sec-
ond Test at the Basin Reserve.

Visibly frustrated, Sammy de-
scribed the performance as a backward
slide at a moment when forward mo-
mentum was desperately needed.

The match was effectively decided
within three days, as the visitors were
comprehensively outplayed and dis-
missed for 205 and 128, leaving New
Zealand with a straightforward chase to
seal victory.

Despite the lopsided result,
Sammy acknowledged the effort of his
bowling unit, which shared the wickets
in New Zealand’s first innings. Ander-
son Phillip led the way, finishing with
four wickets across the match.

However, any discipline shown
with the ball was undone by an anemic
batting display. Shai Hope’s 47 and
John Campbell’s 44 stood as the high-
est individual scores, grim indicators of
a collective failure that left the team
without a foundation or fight.

For Sammy, the collapse stirred
painful memories of an all-too-familiar
pattern.

“It shows every time we try to
take a step forward, we take about two
steps backwards,” Sammy stated. “It
takes me back to 2013, where we drew
the Test in Dunedin, came here, and

New Zealand

Jacob Dufty capped a devastating
match with another masterclass in seam
bowling, carving through a brittle West
Indies batting order to propel New
Zealand to a commanding nine-wicket
victory inside three days of the second
Test on Friday.

The fast bowler claimed his sec-
ond five-wicket haul of the series, as
the visitors were bundled out for a pal-
try 128 at the Basin Reserve, complet-
ing a collapse that left New Zealand
with a routine chase and a 1-0 lead in
the three-match series following the
drawn opener.

Resuming the day already trailing
by 73 runs on first innings, the West In-
dies produced yet another dispiriting
display with the bat. Their second-in-
nings total marked their sixth-lowest
Test score against New Zealand and
underscored a growing vulnerability
against sustained pace and discipline.

Duffy finished with figures of 5-
38, while Michael Rae provided able
support with 3-45, keeping constant
pressure on a line-up that never truly
settled.

Beginning the morning on 32 for
two, the West Indies harbored belief
that they could summon something

lost inside three days. It’s just the con-
sistency that we’re looking for.”

The coach’s comparison under-
scored his concern that isolated good
performances continue to be followed
by sharp regression, eroding confidence
and continuity.

Sammy identified a recurring
weakness that has plagued the side, an
inability to control critical moments
once they arise.

“We keep getting ourselves in
good positions, but little moments
switch the momentum, and in this Test
match, once we lost the momentum, we
lost it for a long period of time.”

Against a New Zealand attack that
he conceded “answered the call,” West
Indies failed to respond when the game
demanded resilience and composure.

“Nobody stood up”’: A blunt mes-
sage to the tatsmen

While credit was given where due,
Sammy’s sharpest words were directed
at his batting unit, which he felt left the
bowlers exposed and unsupported.

“In a team, you want people to
step up when needed the most. In this
Test match, nobody stood up for us,” he
said.

“When you have runs not coming
from the number seven and the number
five positions, it puts a lot of pressure
on the rest of the team. The bowlers are
doing their job. It’s not the bowlers’
fault. I think it’s the batsmen that have
to take more responsibility.”

Daren Sammy

The message was unambiguous:
responsibility with the bat is no longer
optional.

Christchurch blueprint offers hope

Despite the disappointment,

Sammy pointed to the fighting draw in
the first Test in Christchurch as proof
that the team is capable of a vastly dif-
ferent outcome when individuals com-
mit fully.

clinch nine-wicket win inside three days

special, still buoyed by memories of
their heroic second-innings stand in the
first Test.

Brandon King and Kavem Hodge
appeared composed early, adding 18
runs with little alarm during the open-
ing exchanges. But a moment of confu-
sion abruptly shifted the match’s
momentum.

King drove Rae to cover and set
off for a single, only to be sent back by
Hodge, who hesitated after initially
committing. A sharp throw from
Michael Bracewell was calmly gath-
ered by wicketkeeper Mitchell Hay,
leaving King short of his ground and
the West Indies deflated.

The slide accelerated almost im-
mediately. Five balls later, Rae struck
again when Shai Hope’s attempted
block ballooned back to the bowler,
who gratefully accepted the return
catch. At 58 for four, the visitors were
already fighting to survive.

Captain Roston Chase’s struggles
with the bat continued when he gloved
a sharp, rising delivery from Duffy be-
hind for just two. Soon after, substitute
fielder Will Young produced a superb
two-handed effort at short midwicket,
completed on the second attempt, to re-

Jacob Duffy
move Hodge for a team-high 35. At 88
for six, the contest was effectively de-
cided.

Justin Greaves and Tevin Imlach
momentarily steadied the innings with
a 25-run stand, offering brief resistance
before Duffy returned after lunch to
end Greaves’ stay. Initially given not
out, Greaves was adjudged Ibw on re-

view, and the door slammed shut once
more.

With only one run added, Imlach
edged Duffy to second slip, where Tom
Latham made no mistake. Rae then
bowled Jayden Seales for a duck, be-
fore Dufty fittingly dismissed Ojay
Shields to complete his second five-
wicket haul in just his second Test.

Chasing a modest 56 for victory,
New Zealand suffered only a minor
hiccup when Anderson Phillip removed
Latham for nine. From there, Devon
Conway and Kane Williamson erased
any lingering doubt in emphatic fash-
ion.

Conway struck an unbeaten 28
from just 22 balls, including six fours,
while Williamson finished on 16 not
out as the Black Caps reached 57 for
one in just 10 overs, scoring at nearly
SIX runs an over.

With the victory, New Zealand
seized a 1-0 lead in the best-of-three
series, rewarding their bowlers” domi-
nance and exposing ongoing concerns
in the West Indies’ batting depth.

Duffy’s performance earned him
the Player-of-the-Match award, a fitting
recognition for a spell that decisively
shaped the contest.
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Hislop backs Dwight Yorke for continuity

despite World Cup failure

Former Trinidad and Tobago goal-
keeper Shaka Hislop believes head
coach Dwight Yorke deserves the op-
portunity to continue leading the na-
tional team, even after failing to guide
the Soca Warriors to qualification for
the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

Trinidad and Tobago managed just
one victory from six matches in the
qualifying campaign and bowed out
after finishing third in Group B, behind
group winners Curagao and Jamaica.
The disappointing outcome has fueled
widespread speculation that Yorke, ap-
pointed by the Trinidad and Tobago
Football Association (TTFA) last No-
vember with a clear World Cup man-
date, could be relieved of his duties.

Speaking on Isports on i95.5 FM
on Saturday, Hislop acknowledged the
frustration among supporters and ana-
lysts, noting that the calls for change
are understandable given the stated ob-
jectives.

“I am firmly on the fence with this
one, I really am,” Hislop said when
asked whether the TTFA should part
ways with Yorke.

While conceding that the primary
goal was not achieved, Hislop empha-
sized that his assessment goes beyond
the final standings.
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“I will firmly state that I am very
biased towards Yorke, but the truth is
that he was appointed to get this team
to the World Cup and obviously, we
haven’t made it.”

Despite the failure to qualify, His-

lop believes Yorke’s tenure has brought

tangible improvements that merit con-
tinuity rather than disruption.

“But in time, I recognised the
progress the team has made and I re-
ally appreciate the direction that he
continues to take this team; so those

two kind of balance out each other,” he

explained.

For Hislop, the strides made under

Yorke’s leadership strengthen the case
for patience.

“Now I’d love to see Dwight con-
tinue in his role, given that progress
and be given the support in trying to
identify and develop everything that
the team needs...but I can see both
sides of the argument so I really could-
n’t give a definitive answer on that
one, one way or another,” he added.

Reflecting on Trinidad and To-
bago’s overall showing in the quali-
fiers, Hislop admitted that the
campaign fell short of expectations,
particularly given the composition of
the group.

Ritu Vashnl Sharma
RCIC #R510878
FOUNDER/OPERATOR
Canadian Immigration Consultant

Dwight Yorke

“I’m disappointed. I was disap-
pointed because I felt we had a group
that maybe we should have been able
to navigate a lot better than we did,” he
said.

Still, Hislop believes the short-
comings are not insurmountable.

“But I’m also encouraged because
I feel that we are just missing one or
two pieces, most importantly, a natural
finisher.”

Hislop praised the team’s attack-
ing flair but pointed to a crucial ab-
sence in the final third.
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“Don’t get me wrong, in terms of
our starting front three...I thought we
had three fantastic and exciting players
that really had me on the edge of my
seat, but of the three of them, none of
them are natural finishers and at this
level, we missed that.”

For Hislop, the debate over
Yorke’s future ultimately hinges on
whether the TTFA values immediate
results over long-term development, a
decision that could shape the Soca
Warriors’ direction well beyond this
qualifying cycle.
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South America
Undiscovered

#DiscoverGuyana

Enjoy specially discounted rates
at select hotels this Christmas/!

JEV/ ELZ

Y ING'S ROTIL

AVERY MERRY _* .
GUYANESE CHRISTMAS

Come back home for Christmas & New Yearsor

Special Rates for Guyanese & the Diaspora
Dates: December 22, 2025 - January 12,

. 592-515-2000 Or 760-9963
04| Reservations@jewelzbykings.com

©Q 183-184 Waterloo & Quamina Streets,
Georgetown Guyana



