
HONOURING SIR SHRI-

DATH: In remembrance of the late Sir 

Shridath Surendranath Ramphal, fam-

ily, friends, heads of state, and promi-

nent figures gathered to honour his 

profoundly impactful life and legacy. 

A funeral of national honor was 

held on Saturday, during which Sir 

Ramphal’s ashes were interred with 

other Guyanese heroes in The Seven 

Ponds of the Promenade Gardens in 

his beloved homeland, Guyana. 

Here, two members of the Guyana 

Defence Force inter his ashes at a spe-

cial monument erected in honour of 

the late Commonwealth Secretary 

General, who died on August 31.

MANUFACTURING GIANT:  

Leveraging Guyana’s geographic posi-

tion and expanded trade relations, 

Guyana President Dr. Irfaan Ali 

(above) has outlined a vision to expand 

the country’s manufacturing industry. 

The Head of State in an interview 

ahead of the highly anticipated Interna-

tional Business Conference (IBC) em-

phasised the vital role the conference 

will play in fostering partnerships be-

tween regional and international stake-

holders to drive growth and develop-

ment in the sector. 

“Historically, Guyana has been 

competitive in every area. In manufac-

turing, we have a very skilled work-

force, a very talented workforce, and 

we know that we have to invest in the 

continuous upskilling of the workforce, 

and we have been doing that.” 

President Ali pointed out that the 

government has been investing in con-

tinuous upskilling of the local work-

force, as well as welcoming skilled and 

specialised labour from abroad to com-

plement the nation’s efforts. 

The Head of State further high-

lighted that Guyana is poised to be-

come one of the most attractive places 

for manufacturing investment,. 

See story, Page 21 
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President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali inaugurated the state-of-the-
art Yarrowkabra Secondary School, marking a major milestone 
in Guyana's goal of achieving universal secondary education.
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Senior Minister in 

with Responsibility 

“The days 

its pivotal role in 

“We are the center 
of attention, and the 
world is watching,” 

when Guyanese 
travelled abroad 
and never returned 
to Guyana are long 
gone
“Today, our Guyanese 
brothers and sisters 
have made their mark 
across the globe, 
including in cities 
like Schenectady, 
New York. We are 

incredibly proud 
of how they have 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
themselves.”

“We are 
building the capacity 
to take our country 
forward,”

with pride to see our 
diaspora establishing 
and growing 
their businesses, 
improving their 
well-being, and 
maintaining a 
strong connection 
to Guyana, despite 
their new homes and 
achievements,” he 

The Senior 

Many 
of you who have 
visited Guyana 
recently would 

changes taking 
place. Our country 
is evolving, creating 

new opportunities, 
and improving 
communities. We 
encourage you to 
visit more often and 
return to Guyana, 
as it will always be 
your home,

Dr Singh with the 
Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Western 
Hemisphere, United 
States (US) Department 
of Commerce, Ms. 
Isabella Cascarano, in 
Washington DC.

Dr Singh participating in a Guyana-ExxonMobil 
diaspora meeting

Dr Singh engaging with  Guyanese at the Caribbean 
Day celebration in Schenectady, New York

Dr Singh engaging with  Guyanese at the Caribbean 
Day celebration in Schenectady, New York

President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali
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“centre 
of excellence

. “Defence 
is no longer an option. 
It is an essential 
requirement for 
all those who 
will play a role in 
shaping our national 
defence and security 
architecture,” he Defence 

is everyone’s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 
security is everyone’s 
responsibility, and 
that is why there will 
be some strategic 
forces and strategic 

designed to help 
CEOs, to help the 
private sector…
Guard against 
various threats that 
we will confront,” the 
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When 
Guyana recorded the 
two cases during the 
previous outbreak, 
they were quickly 
isolated and treated,” 

“Silica City is 
intended to be the 
‘pride of the region 
and the pride of 
Guyana,’”

“In addition to 
that, the national 
team meet 
regularly to assess 
what is going on 
internationally, what 
threat these cases 
pose and to make 

sure that we are in a 
state of readiness

“The government 
wants every 
community through 
its Neighbourhood 
D e m o c r a t i c 
Council (NDC) or 
municipality to have 
a fogging machine,” 

laws evolve in step with 

 

NEW MEMBERS OF LAW REFORM COMMISSION URGED NEW MEMBERS OF LAW REFORM COMMISSION URGED 

TO EXAMINE LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR SILICA CITYTO EXAMINE LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR SILICA CITY
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President Ali at the 
launch of the National 
Defence Institute

Brigadier Omar Khan 

Launch of the National Defence Institute

President Ali with Attorney General, Mohabir Anil 
Nandlall, SC; Chancellor of the Judiciary Yonette 
Cummings-Edwards and members of the Law Reform 
Commission

Guyana sharpens its mpox preparedness
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Revitalising 
the sugar industry 
remains a top 
priority,” he 

“We are embedding 
seven technical 
experts from 
India to support 
mechanisation and 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 

We are 
taking concrete 
steps,”

Our 
goal is to achieve 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y 
in hatching egg 
production within 
three years and 
become a regional 
leader.”

“With 
new infrastructure 
and expanded 
acreage, we expect 

further increases in 
production in 2025

“We are committed 
to practical solutions 
that ensure success 
in every industry.”
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The 
theme of GUYEXPO 

of businesses 
participating in this 
year’s exposition,” 

“
these businesses a 
platform to showcase 
their achievements,” 

“We are excited 
about the range 
of products and 
services that will 
be on display...we 
are committed to 
creating an event 

growth and the global 
c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s 
of the Guyanese 
businesses,” Minister 

Several sponsors 
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49.7 
percent

“This growth in 
the economy has 
occurred even as 
Guyana continues to 
grapple with external 
challenges,”

renewed 
escalation in freight 
costs, and interest 
rate uncertainty.”

12.6 percent

Key Takeaways 
from the Mid-Year 
Report:

42.3 percent overall 
11.8 percent

8.7 percent

way at 17.9 percent 

64.3 
percent

27.5 
percent

43.7 
percent

only 1.6 percent in 

3.2 
percent

G o v e r n m e n t 
Initiatives Credited 
for Success

and unwavering 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

of its policies and 
programmes.” These 

“These and other 
initiatives, along 
with our strong 
policy stance in 
relation to attracting 
and stimulating 
private investment, 
have resulted 
in the economy 
continuing to achieve 
extraordinary rates 
of real economic 
growth,”

“As we navigate 
the second half 
of 2024, our 
government remains 

ensuring the full 
implementation of 
Budget 2024, with 
the constant aim 
of improving the 
lives of every single 
Guyanese family 
and every single 
Guyanese person,” 

The government is steadfast in its mission to drive 
growth across all sectors

year

Minister of Tourism, 
Industry and Commerce 
Oneidge Walrond

Launch of GUYEXPO 2024

Senior Finance Minister 
Dr. Ashni Singh

GUYANA’S ECONOMY SOARS DESPITE GLOBAL CHALLENGES, GUYANA’S ECONOMY SOARS DESPITE GLOBAL CHALLENGES, 

RECORDS NEARLY 50% GROWTH IN FIRST HALF OF 2024RECORDS NEARLY 50% GROWTH IN FIRST HALF OF 2024
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“Free and fair 

Issues in the 
News,

“dangerous weapon

elections are the 
lifeblood of our 
democracy,”

“They are the 
cornerstone upon 
which parliamentary 
democracy stands, 
ensuring that the 
will of the people 
is genuinely 
represented.”

“Guyana’s 
political evolution 
has been marred 
by the perversion 
of democratic rule 
for almost three 
decades,”
“But those dark 
days have taught us 
vital lessons. Today, 
our democracy is 

It is 
the abuse of freedom 
of expression, and a 
government cannot 
stand idly by in 
the face of such an 
onslaught against its 
citizens,” 

stronger because we 
have learned from 
the past.”

“The support 
of our international 
allies has been 
instrumental in 
restoring and 
safeguarding our 
democracy,” he 

This 
onslaught emanating 
from the social media 
platforms is causing 
public and private 
harm, and it will not 
continue without a 
reaction from the 
government,” he 

“The 
amendments will 
be in compliance 
with international 
standards, and 
citizens can rest 
assured that their 
rights will be 
respected,” Minister 

“When democracy 
falters, so does the 
economy. During 
those years when 
democracy came 
under threat, 
our economy 
faltered, poverty 
deepened, and 
outward migration 

“Democracy 
is not just a political 

“The recent 
announcement of 
greater regulation 
to cyberspace has 
generated hysteria 
and pandemonium 

system; it is the 
engine that drives 
d e v e l o p m e n t , ” 

“We must understand 
that democracy 
is not merely a 
commitment—it is 
the force that propels 
our nation forward.”

“The PPP/C 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

in certain quarters. 
Those who are 
reacting in this 
manner recognise 
that their days of 
using social media to 
destroy reputations, 
excite racial 
hostilities, engender 
strife, cause public 
mischief, and 

extort monies are 
quickly coming to 
an end.”

Once the law 
is implemented, it 
will be applied for 
the public good, for 

abiding citizens, and 
to bring critically 
needed regulation 
to an unregulated 

remains steadfast 
in its commitment 
to transparency, 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y , 
inclusivity, and the 
rule of law,”

We 
have taken concrete 
steps to bolster 
our legislative 
processes, foster 
bipartisanship, and 
ensure full access 
to parliamentary 
proceedings.”

arena.”

Don’t buy 
into this hysteria 
that we are coming 

social media 
commentators, or 
ordinary citizens. 
It’s nonsense,” he 

We believe 
in freedom of speech 
and expression,” he 
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President Ali speaking at 
the opening ceremony 

PM Phillips speaking at 
the opening ceremony

The opening of the 46th Conference of the Caribbean, the Americas, and the Atlantic 
Region of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association

Mohabir Anil Nandlall SC

People’s Progressive Party (PPP) General Secretary, 
Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo
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“These solar 
projects are part of 
our broader plan to 
bridge the energy 

divide between 
the coast and the 
hinterland

“We recognise that 
energy is essential 
to development, and 

our promise to bring 
renewable energy 

people.”

MORE BUILDINGS ACCESSING SOLAR POWERMORE BUILDINGS ACCESSING SOLAR POWER

 IN REGION 1 IN REGION 1
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One of the two, solar PV systems

PM Phillips commissioned two solar PV mini-grid 
systems at Karaburi and Haimacabra in Moruca, 
Region One

Connecting 
the dots: Integrating 
the future,”

“Today when we 
launch our energy 
conference, it’s 
not only an energy 
conference but is a 
supply chain expo,” 

“Because all of these 
sectors are critical 
in building out the 
oil and gas sector in 
Guyana.”

in partnership with 

“Taste of Guyana” 

“Energy Conference 
Suite”,

parallel sessions on 

Minister of Natural 
Resources, Vickram 
Bharrat

Launch of the Energy Conference and Supply Chain 
Expo 2025
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Sir Shridath Ramphal
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“These repeated 
narratives are 
deliberate attempts 
to prevent people 
from recognising 
how their lives have 
improved

“The APNU+AFC 
g o v e r n m e n t 
prioritised personal 
gain over the needs of 
the people

. “Their 

misguided, and it 
resulted in a decline 
in key sectors.”

The General 

“The APNU+AFC 
government’s actions 
had a devastating 

“Our development 
is guided by a 
comprehensive plan, 
and we’ve already 

c o m m i t m e n t s , ” 

by opposition 

impact on the lives 
of thousands of 
Guyanese,”

Their 
mismanagement led 
to economic hardship 
and social unrest.”
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“If you go at last 

year’s level, you can 
run the city council 
for three years based 
on taxes that the 
PNC alone [owes]- 

garbage collection, 

everything,

“We’re 
stepping up where 
the City Council has 
failed. In Sophia, 
we’ve awarded $2.7 
billion in contracts 
to improve road 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 
We’re also installing 
new pumps in 
Liliendaal to improve 
drainage in South 
Georgetown,” he 

“Councillors 
of the M&CC have 
been exposing excess 
corruption within 
the City Council. 

This issue sheds 
light on the PNC 
and AFC’s handling 
of institutions, 
revealing their 
impunity and 
arrogance.”
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President Dr Irfaan Ali

Road

City Hall is  being renovated at a cost of $780 million 
by the PPP government
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Minister within 

“Stabroek News has 

sunk to a new low by 
selectively quoting 
Minister Morgan 
to push an agenda 
that misrepresents 
our government’s 
commitment to press 
freedom,” Minister 

The Minister 

“Our government 

“The successful 
implementation of 
PACC 2030 would 
require greater 
p u b l i c - p r i v a t e 
partnerships to 

all,”
“The climate crisis, 
food insecurity, and 
energy insecurity 

rich and poor.”

media access 
and improve 
t r a n s p a r e n c y , ” 

The 

digital media 
landscape in Guyana 

freedoms as long 
as they adhere to 
existing laws.”

“Democracy is 
multidimensional. 
A s s e s s m e n t s 
should consider 
the full spectrum of 
government-media 
interactions, not just 
the government’s 
perspective,” Minister 

lacking context and 
wrong,”
“It uses my speech 
to create a narrative 
I never intended. 
The article should be 
withdrawn.”

. “For the sake 
of our democratic 
ecosystem, media 
must practice 
professionalism and 
avoid politicisation,” 
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Both parties 

initiatives to involve 

partnership priorities 

Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, 
Oneidge Walrond  with the Executive Director of 
the International Trade Centre (ITC), Pamela Coke-
Hamilton

Attendees at the Private Sector Roundtable Discussion

GOVT COUNTERS STABROEK NEWS’ GOVT COUNTERS STABROEK NEWS’ 
MISLEADING TAKE ON PRESS FREEDOMMISLEADING TAKE ON PRESS FREEDOM

Foreign Secretary, 
Robert Persaud

U.S. Ambassador to 
Guyana, Nicole Theriot

Minister Kwame McCoy,

Jamaica’s Former 

of the Prime Minister 
with Responsibility for 
Information, Robert 
Nesta Morgan
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“No nation in 
the entire world 
has protected 
its rainforest as 
fantastically as 

Guyana,”
“This greatness does 
not come by itself; 
it comes through 
the hard work of 
the Government of 
Guyana and all the 
leaders here, many 
of whom are from 
indigenous groups.”

“People cannot 
encroach upon the 
forest,”

The money 
has been used to 
build community 
centres, improve 
water management, 
and promote 
ecotourism, bringing 
both jobs and 
revenue to Guyana’s 
hinterland.”

Today, all 
of our hinterland 
communities have 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
links to the coast, 
including Wi-Fi, and 
we are building new 

hubs to enhance 
connectivity and 
support government 
p r o g r a m m e s , ” “This policy 

ensures equitable 
distribution of 

small economic 
projects that 

generate revenue 
and employment for 
our communities,” 

partnerships in 
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Restoring 
Ambition for 
International Climate 
and Development: 
Learning from 
Guyana’s Low 
Carbon Development 
Strategy,’ 

“It is not 
just big nations 
that we must 
analyse,” 

“We 
also have to look at 
what small countries 
across Africa, 
Asia, and Latin 
America are doing. 

These countries 
are showing that 
size does not limit 
leadership.”

“The global 
south is proving that 
innovative solutions 
to the climate crisis 
can and are being 
driven from all 
corners of the world,” 

“Despite 

leadership, the 

are being stymied,” 

“Deforestation and 
land degradation 

greenhouse gases,” he 
“There is a lack 

of global recognition 
and support for the 
critical role forests 
play in climate 
mitigation.”

The 
model has been 
proven. We can use 
these resources to 
support Indigenous 
communities without 
encroaching on 

their land rights,” 

The 
world knew that 

forests played an 
important role, yet 
it was unprepared to 
provide the support 
for forested countries 
that it provided for 
other abatement 
solutions.”
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President, Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali addressing the 
gathering

President, Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali addressing the 
gathering

Attendees at the high-level discussion

Minister Bharrat, and International Environmental 
Advisor, Former Minister of Climate and the 
Environment, Erik Solheim

Minister Bharrat, and the Former Minister of Climate and the Environment, Erik 
Solheim uring their visit to Region 9
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“We are doing an 
outstanding job in 
ensuring that by our 
work, by our example, 
by our dedication, 
by our policies and 
principles, we are 
honouring [you] to 
the greatest degree,” 

“We are that 
servant to you, whom 

you can trust, whom 
you can rely upon, 
and whom you can go 
to bed comfortable 
knowing that your 
future is secured 
with the People’s 
Progressive Party/

Civic
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a new airstrip as part 

“The president and 
the cabinet felt that 
since it is a major 
project, whatever 
we do must bring 

of the community,” 

estimated to cost 
$800 million, will 

“ T h e s e 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r a l 
projects must also 
bring economic 
development to the 
people in the area, 
and that is the policy 
direction we are 
going,”

Baramita airstrip 
to get footpath for 
safety

“Oftentimes 
they are really put at 
risk because either 
vehicles are on the 
runway or people are 
on the runway and 

for them in terms of 
safety,”
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President Dr  Irfaan Ali 
addressing addressed 
the gathering at the 
Amerindian Cultural 
Extravaganza, at 
the National Park, 
Georgetown

Attendees were treated to a night of riveting cultural 
performances

Minister of Public Works, Bishop Juan Edghill 
engaging residents of Matthews Ridge, Region One
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bilateral relationship 

New Canadian High Commissioner  to Guyana 
accredited

New High Commissioner 
of Canada to Guyana, HE 
Sebastien Sigouin
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YARROWKABRA 
SECONDARY 

SCHOOL: A NEW 
HUB FOR OVER 

1,000 STUDENTS . “We 
can have the best 
facilities, but if we 
do not invest in the 
human resources 
needed to achieve the 
results we’re aiming 

for, then there will 
be a mismatch

“How do we ensure 
that economic and 

not prevent a single-
parent household 
from sending their 
children to school?”

ZEELUGT PRIMARY 
SCHOOL: MODERN 

EDUCATION 
FOR OVER 600 

STUDENTS

“We are committed 
to having every 
school in our country 

equipped with the 
necessary facilities,” 

We are 
not only building 
new schools but 
also setting new and 
improved standards 
for your children.”

ST GABRIEL’S 
NURSERY SCHOOL: 

A FRESH START 

FOR EARLY 
LEARNERS

“This is the level 
where we’re investing 

sure our children 
are getting the 
foundation they 
need,”

“This 
is a partnership... 
a government that 
cares about your 
children doing 

well, a school’s 
administration that 
is interested in more 
than just turning up 
every day,”

The new St 

These three 

Our 
vision is to create 
an environment 
where every child, 
regardless of where 
they live, can access 
the highest quality 
education right in 
their own region.”

The commissioning of the new Yarrowkabra Secondary school

The school, equipped with modern laboratories,  caters 
for over 1000 students.

The new state-of-the-art Zeelugt Primary School on the East Bank of Essequibo

The new St Gabriel’s Nursery school

Minister Manickchand with students at the new St 
Gabriel’s Nursery school

President Ali with students inside the Zeelugt Primary 
school
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each each
eacheach

Grace Organic

Coconut Milk
400 ml

Grace Hot

Pepper Sauce
170 ml

Dettol
Liquid Antiseptic
500 ml 599

Grace Creamed
Coconut
141 g 199

each 199
each

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Benjamin's
Browning
140 ml

TMPR
Alcohol Solution
473 ml

2/
$3

2/
$5Grace Mackerel

In Tomato Sauce
Assorted 155 g

89¢ 99¢

99¢

each each

each

Cedar Yellow

Corn Meal #40
907 g

Super Kill II

Roach and Ant Killer 
170 ml each599

Clover Leaf
Tuna in Water
Assorted 170 g

Homemade
Royals Crackers
100 g

Mr Goudas
Red Kidney Beans
4 lb 599

each

Milo
Drink Original
240 ml

Marshall's
Alaskan Pollock
Boneless Fillet 300 g

Red Bull
Energy Drink
250 ml

Milo Chocolate 
Malt Drink Mix 
900 g

Dunn's River
Ackee in Salt 
Water 540 ml699 699

189

each each

each

each

Chubby Soda
Reggae Red,Reggae Gold

Tutti Frutti Only 250 ml

3/799

3/
$1

2/
$5

2/3502/250

Nutrament Energy

Nutrition Drink
Vanilla 355 ml

179
each

Strongmor
Garbage Bags
40’s 299

each
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

k
am

 R
d

.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
er

fo
rd

 R
d

. 
S

o
u

th
.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
er

st
o

n
e 

D
r.

M
ar

ti
n

 G
ro

v
e 

R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

ore Hours
onday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
turday 8 am to 9 pm
nday 9 am to 7 pm

Five Locations To Serve You Better
ough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

 Specials in Effect Thu. Sept.19th
until Wed. Sept.25th 2024.

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Fresh Seafood Catches

rom

Frozen Easy Cooked 
Trimmed Oxtail

$899
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$199
lb 

Under New Management

Fresh
Parrot Fish

$699
lb as is

$499
lb as is

Fresh Yellow Tail
Snappers

lb as is
$699

Fresh
Golden Groupers

3-5 lb

129

esh Cho Cho
hayote)

Fresh Buttercup 
Squash

lb

Salted
Beef Short Ribs

$599
lb

From

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$499
lb Frozen

$399
lb

Frozen Square Cut
Mutton Shoulder

Meat

Fresh 2 Lb Bag
Cooking Onions

Fresh
 Chicken Leg 

Quarters

6499
6199

Flamingo

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

.99lb299
lb

Fresh Organic
Ginger

2/$3

$799

Fresh Atlantic 
Whole Salmon

9-11 lb

lb as islb as is
$699

Fresh Mutton
Red Snappers

4-6 lb

$699

Salted Large
Cod Fish

lb

Frozen Large
21/25 Headless
White Shrimps

500 g

999
Each

Frozen Fu Yang
Cooked Cocktail 

Shrimps
500 g

1199
each

$299
lb

Burned 
Cow Feet
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“We want to 
ensure that your 
children learn,” 

“It was very 
exciting! I was a little 
nervous, but it was 
okay. Today, we just 
got some key tips 
about the school and 
all the rules of the 

M i n i s t e r 

This project 

“Our research shows 
that you cannot 
learn on an empty 

school.”

I like 
how the classroom 
is put together, the 
teachers are very 
nice, and I am excited 
about the type of 
subjects that I get to 
learn

“I love this school 
because I would like 
to become a doctor, 
and it has lots of 
things that I like… 
I got to meet new 
friends, and there are 
computers, and I like 
to use computers,” 

is a testament to 
our dedication to 
providing students in 
Region One with the 
same high standards 
of education as 
those in coastal 
communities.”

stomach.”

represents a new 

M i n i s t e r 

M i n i s t e r 

a comprehensive 
education and 
n u m e r o u s 

The new 
school is a key 
component of this 

opportunities for 
students to explore 
their interests. 
“What we plan is not 
only an education 
for your children 
but also to attach 

places where they 
can decide what they 
have an interest in… 
We have brought in 
a team of teachers 
and they too will 
twin with Queen’s,” 
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Minister Mancickchand at the St. George's School of 
Sciences

Aspiring Doctor, Reneka Singh, Grade Seven Student

The ceremonial sod turning event to mark the 
construction of the Phillipai Secondary school

The Hosororo Secondary school project 

The ceremonial sod turning event to mark the 
construction of the Orealla Secondary school
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GUYANA’S agro-processing in-
dustry is rapidly growing, positioning 
the country as a food hub and promi-
nent exporter of value-added products. 
As a result, investors are expressing 
significant interest in the country’s 
manufacturing and agro-processing 
sectors. 

This is according to President Dr. 
Irfaan Ali, who during a press engage-
ment with stakeholders from the up-
coming International Business 
Conference (IBC) pointed out that the 
government has made significant in-
vestments and policies to support the 
growth of the productive industries. 

Dr. Ali highlighted that now in-
vestors from the Middle East and the 
United States are showing a strong in-
terest in manufacturing and agro-pro-
cessing. 

“The ease and access to markets is 
becoming much simpler, less bureau-
cratic. So all of this combines itself to 
give us an enormous platform, a com-
petitive platform for investment in 
manufacturing, especially supporting 
small manufacturers and medium size, 
focusing on agro processing, focusing 
on technology, focusing on machin-
ing,” the Head of state said. 

These, he stated, are the initiatives 
that are ‘propping up’ the local econ-
omy and unlocking enormous poten-
tial. 

“We are creating a food hub in 
Guyana, a regional food hub, also 
points to the fact that we are serious 
about Guyana becoming a major food 
exporter, not raw material, not only 
looking at the raw production, but 
adding value to that production. So we 
are expanding acreage in terms of culti-
vation, so we’ll have the yield. We are 
adding technology to it, so volume will 
be there. It is now converting that vol-
ume into finished value added prod-
uct.” 

Citing the growth of the local the 
dairy industry, Dr. Ali pointed to pri-
vate sector investments that have seen 
the industry generating $US45 million. 

The government, he stated, has 
been working to create an enabling en-
vironment, creating both backward and 
forward linkages to expand industries 
such as dairy and poultry production. 

“For example, in the poultry sec-
tor, for all poultry, meat product, 
processed meat products, sausage 
plants, then working backwards, to 
have the soybean and corn for feed pro-
duction, and it’s the same thing for 
aquaculture. We want to become a net 
exporter of prawns, a net exporter of 
meat and also poultry. So there’s 
tremendous potential, and we are work-
ing on converting this potential into re-
ality.” 

The President highlighted 
Guyana’s competitive incentive regime 
and the government’s ongoing work to 
establish special investment zones 
across several regions, including Re-
gions Nine (Upper Takutu-Upper Esse-
quibo), Region Six (East 
Berbice-Corentyne) and Region 10 
(Upper Berbice- Upper Demerara). 

 

“I think we have the best incentive 
regime for manufacturing, a very com-
petitive regime, both on the fiscal side 
and look at the support the infrastruc-
ture, support that government is giving, 
building out the infrastructure to sup-
port manufacturing. So we are creating 
different hubs. Some of these hubs will 
be tax free zone to encourage invest-
ment.”  

These zones, which will offer spe-
cial tax regimes and infrastructure sup-
port, are expected to further stimulate 
growth in the manufacturing sector. 

The Enmore Development Zone in 
Region Four and the Wales Develop-
ment Zone in Region Three, the Presi-
dent said, are examples of these special 
zones that will be created to stimulate 
investments. 

“All of this will come under a spe-

cial investment regime that will go to 
Parliament and outline clearly that 
these areas will have special and differ-
ential treatment, because we want to 
stimulate the growth and expansion in 
those areas,” The President said. 

The President also highlighted the 
importance of bilateral trade agree-
ments within the wider region, high-
lighting the ease of now doing business 
in Guyana. 

He further urged local businesses, 
especially those in the manufacturing 
sector, to capitalise on the upcoming 
event to forge stronger partnerships. 

“This gives you an opportunity to 
build that local partnership, the local 
private sector. They have the know-
how, they understand the market, they 
understand the culture and the foreign 
companies have the technology.” 

Special development zones coming 
as foreign investors eye Guyana

President Irfaan Ali
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hospital in West 

AMR 

the delivery of 
healthcare services,” 

“To build 
a robust healthcare 
system, we must 
consider all relevant 
factors, including 
AMR.”

“A well-
crafted strategy can 
help countries like 

address this pressing 
public health issue,” 

Hospital over the past 

four months of 2021, 
they did 16 surgeries. 

months of 2024, they 
did 585 surgeries,” 

“The referrals to 
Georgetown Hospital 

months of 2020 were 
208. The referrals to 
Georgetown in the 

of 2024 is 106,” 

“That tells you of the 
qualitative care and 

qualitative care.”

“It does not 
meet the modern, 

needs of the citizens 
of Region Three,” he 

����	��������	�		
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I joined this 
programme because 
it allows me to bring 
out the creative side 
…in a health care 
setting. I also chose 
this programme 
because I see myself 
as a doctor in the 

programme, my 
goal is to attend the 
university to gain my 
degree in dentistry,” 

The Minister 

GOVT TO TRAIN 13 PERSONS AS GOVT TO TRAIN 13 PERSONS AS 

DENTAL LAB TECHNICIANSDENTAL LAB TECHNICIANS

Several trainees 

I feel 
great. I have wanted 

since I was a child, 
and this programme 
has allowed me 
to start that

his intention to 

An artist impression of the regional hospitals being constructed by the government

Minister of Health with senior Dental personnel and the trainees

Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony addressing the workshop
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“In this era of 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
and prosperity 
for our country, 
Essequibo’s hour 

 

“Just as Cinderella 
became the star of 
the show, Essequibo 
is poised to capture 
the attention of 
everyone, becoming 
the most beautiful of 
all our regions.”

I chose 
to participate in 
SWIFT to gain 
practical experience 
before entering the 
workforce,”
“The experience was 
invaluable.”

“We must 
make no mistake 
that economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t s 
in the rest of the 
country will generate 
prosperity in every 
other region,” 

“Interacting with 
new people every 
day was challenging 

adapted and learned 
to thrive in the fast-
paced environment,” 

“I assisted 
in coordinating 
events, scheduling 
appointments, and 
ensuring that my 
boss was always 

“Today, you 
have Guyanese 
persons travelling 
from every region 
to visit Region Two, 
whether it’s to go to 
Mainstay, Capoey, or 
to simply enjoy the 
Essequibo Coast.”

informed,” she 

“The Guyana 

is happy to facilitate 

“We recognise the 
industry’s labour 
shortage and the need 
to prepare young 
people for future 

these investments 
that will transform 
the tourism 
experience of visitors 
to the Essequibo 
Coast,”

“These 
hotels are a big boost 
to the tourism and 
hospitality sector, 
c o m p l e m e n t i n g 

to increase quality 
accommodation by 
some 2,000 rooms by 
2025.”

o p p o r t u n i t i e s , ” 
SWIFT is 

a crucial step in 
building a strong and 

Kirton also 

partnership with the 
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"They need some 
type of resource 
centre, somewhere 
they can go and get 
readily available 

information,"

The SBB is 

Dr Singh examining the  local products showcased s at 
the exposition

at Lot 1, La Penitence, Georgetown.

THAG representatives alongside the participants of the 
SWIFT hospitality programme
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We can 
sell our blocks locally 
and even supply the 
ministry, creating a 
cycle of expansion,

“This is a 
great opportunity for 
young people to earn 
money and start their 
own businesses,” he 

new rehabilitation 

“These upgrades 
are part of a larger 

initiative to improve 
roads across 
villages,” Minister 

. “Our 
aim is to address 

The rehabilitation 

while the Western 

By 
dividing the project 
into lots, we aim to 
engage more local 
businesses and speed 
up completion,” 

The Minister 

Supporting 

For us to be 
successful, you the 
farmers have to be 
successful that is why 

our communities 
through these 
projects is crucial,” 

we are making these 
kinds of allocations,” 

“The ongoing 
damage to roads and 
bridges has reached 
an unacceptable 
level,” 
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Ministers and residents walking through the 
community

The Ministers engaging the residents

Ongoing restorative works on Lusignan road, East 
Coast Demerara

Ongoing restorative works on Lusignan road, East 
Coast Demerara

Residents at the meeting

Minister Collin Croal engaging residents about the 
project
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The 
information which 

we have received is 
that several NDCs 
are selling lands...
The councillors 
themselves are 
buying these lands 
and other members 
of the public,” he 

decades of occupancy 
that our president has 

of you, your parents 
were the original 
occupiers of this 
area. You are the next 
generation; you are 
the inheritors. But 
certainly, what you 
are going through in 
terms of uncertainty, 
[for] your children, 
their future is now 

“I’m so lucky to 
have gotten through 
today. Renting has 
been tough, and I’m 

secured,” Minister 

“I want 
to thank Minister 
Croal and President 
Ali for making this 
possible.”

“We waited a 
long time for this. 
We have children, 
and now we can pass 
this down to our 
children,”

Leeds Village 
residents on path 
to land ownership 
security

very thankful for this 
opportunity.”

“Wales will be 
a commercial and 
industrial hub 
that can create 
e m p l o y m e n t 
opportunities,” he 

. 
“Persons will be 
charged and placed 
before the courts...

“This is President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali’s vision, and 
we are committed 
to ensuring that 
thousands of families 

And the sales will be 
not recognised by 
the state,” Minister 

across the country 
receive their rightful 
land titles.”

.

We want 
future generations to 

are, and I’m proud to 
be part of a ministry 
that provides people 
with the opportunity 
to do that,
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Minister Collin Croal handing over a land document

Minister Susan Roderigues handing over a land 
document

AG Nandlall addressing residents of Leeds

Sooklall Persaud and Surumattie Singh Ramsingh 
receiving their land title

These actions are in violation of the Local Government 
Act and are punishable by law

DE ENDRAGT RESIDENTS RECEIVE LAND TITLES DE ENDRAGT RESIDENTS RECEIVE LAND TITLES 

AFTER DECADES OF WAITINGAFTER DECADES OF WAITING
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“We have 

environments where 
young people can 
reach their full 
potential

Our 
aim is to develop a 

generation of young 
leaders equipped 
with the skills and 
knowledge to build 
a stronger, more 
innovative Guyana.”

“This year’s 
theme, which 
revolved around 
Guyana’s public 

“This training 
programme is a 
fantastic opportunity 
for Guyanese from all 
walks of life

These boats will not 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
system, served as 
a unique platform 
for our local talent, 
particularly young 

men and women, 
to showcase their 
technological skills 
through innovation

“By participating 
in these courses, 
individuals can gain 
the knowledge and 
skills necessary to 
thrive in the evolving 
tourism and business 
landscape.”

The boats were 

“I view 
all of you as winners 
because you will 

leave this event 
with some form of 
personal incentive, 
whether it be skills 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
n e t w o r k i n g 

“These courses 

designed to equip our 
tourism workforce 
with the skills they 
need to deliver 
exceptional service 
and play a vital role 
in the expansion of 
tourism in Guyana,” 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
portfolio building, 
p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g 
experience, career 
opportunities, or 
exposure to new 
technologies.”

private partnerships in 

“Our government 
will continue to 
contribute to creating 
a knowledge-based 
digital society by 
investing in its human 
capital, facilitating 

Health (University 

ICT economic 
growth, promoting 
ICT awareness, 
and providing 
the relevant 
infrastructure to 
make Guyana a 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y 
competitive nation,” 

are also available on the 
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The annual Innovation Challenge is a movement that 
calls on individual to contribute to the growth and 
development of Guyana through innovation

Under the leadership of President Irfaan Ali ministries across the country have 
partnered with Coursera under the Guyana-Coursera National Training Initiative.

These boats will provide essential transportation 
for students in remote areas, enhancing access to 
education
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A PROMISE FULFILLED - TWO REGION 1 COMMUNITIES A PROMISE FULFILLED - TWO REGION 1 COMMUNITIES 

RECEIVE BOATS FOR STUDENT TRANSPORTATION RECEIVE BOATS FOR STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 
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Minister Bharrat 

“There is no 
issue with mining 
in Marudi. The only 
issue we have in 
Marudi is that our 
miners need to work 
together, and to start 
cooperating with 

each other and to 
start supporting each 
other,”

We 
always said that if 
mining is going to 
happen in Marudi, 

everyone, including 
the indigenous 
people, including 

the villages in Deep 
South.”

“What I can 
promise you is…if 
more women want 
to go and mine, then 
we will support it. 
The women who are 
here, if you want to 
form a little group, 
a little association, 
call yourself the 
Rupununi Women 
Miners Association… 
we may be able to 
assist you with land 
to mine but I can’t 
promise you that 
it will be Marudi,” 

agriculture 
sector, which now 

the country’s non-
oil GDP. “We want 
Guyana to be a food 
hub,” Our 
continued support 
for the agriculture 
sector is part of 
our commitment 
to ensuring a 
robust economy 
and contributing 
to the country’s 

development.”

“We will reach every 
area to provide these 
essential tools,” he 

visit to the area by 
“Over 

$350 million will be 

expended to enhance 
your landing site,” 

We will 
build a ramp for the 

revetment, and put 
in place a shed for 
shade.”   

boat operators in the 

“What we 
experienced is that 

selling to the trucks, 
and when they go to 
the markets, people 
are paying double 
the price,” Minister 

“Going forward, at 
these landing sites, 

we will be building 
stalls and we are 
encouraging people 
to come to the landing 

can get a better price 
and the consumer 
can enjoy a better 
price as well.”
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12 farming groups received essential agricultural inputs from the Minister of 

President Ali was accompanied by Minister of 

visit to Mon Repos

Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat, 
meeting with the Rupununi Miners Association in 
Marudi, Region 9

Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat, 
meeting with the Rupununi Miners Association in 
Marudi, Region 9

REGIONS 5 AND 6 FARMING COMMUNITIES REGIONS 5 AND 6 FARMING COMMUNITIES 

RECEIVE BOOST WITH ESSENTIAL TOOLSRECEIVE BOOST WITH ESSENTIAL TOOLS
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Minister Benn 

We 
need to enhance 
the safety culture 
in Guyana. Depth 
gauges and life rings 
should be installed 
at these sites

To 
operate a successful 
business, you have 
to protect people. 
There’s no excuse 
for not having these 
minimum standards 

in place.”
operators to assess 

a new initiative to 

will play a pivotal role 

“ H e a d t e a c h e r s , 
deputy heads, heads 
of departments, 
and teachers are 
the most crucial 
components of this 
programme, along 
with the monitors,” 

in their academic 
future, but also in the 
development of their 
imagination and self-

M i n i s t e r 

We 

The libraries will 

are fully utilising 
technology to blend 
traditional and online 
learning. There will 
be mathematics 
lessons twice a week, 
or more if needed, 
on the learning 
channel at scheduled 
times,”
“Additionally, online 
quizzes and lessons 
will be accessible 

on the learning
channel’s YouTube
page.”

The Minister 

“By making these 
books available to 
our children, we are 
not only investing 

�������	������	�
	����	����	
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Creek operators are to implement immediate safety 
measures

A section of those in attendance
Minister of Education 
Priya Manickchand

Books provided through the Ministry of Education’s 
Primary School Libraries initiative

Books provided through the Ministry of Education’s 
Primary School Libraries initiative

TASK FORCE TO OVERSEE SAFETY REGULATIONSTASK FORCE TO OVERSEE SAFETY REGULATIONS

 AT CREEKS FOLLOWING TRAGIC DROWNING AT CREEKS FOLLOWING TRAGIC DROWNING
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“We want to 
ensure that the 
work is completed 

“It’s not monkeys 
crossing these 
bridges; it’s our 

within the next six 
weeks,” 

people,”

Everyone 

this, including those 
who oppose us, like 
Norton.”

new hospitals will be 

“Governments 
work for the people, 
and this initiative is 
a testament to that 
commitment,” he 
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Ongoing works on the New Demerara Bridge

Once the new bridges are completed, commuters will 
no longer pay tolls

The new Swan Health Centre

The current state of the ground

President Ali  with the media and community leaders  
at the Camptown Ground in Georgetown
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NEW HEALTH CENTER NEW HEALTH CENTER 

OPENS IN SWANOPENS IN SWAN
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My travel professional  
was right

905-279-2300  |  travel1111@marlintravel.ca

This is the  
beach I was  
looking for  
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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“I want to say to you 
that with immediate 

stipend for CSOs to 

be the same as our 
part-time workers,” 

“It will 
match the $40,000 
that they’re getting, 
because there must 

our approach.”

There are also plans to 

“This will release 

tens of millions 
of dollars again, 
additional money 
into the community,” 

But more 
importantly, it will 
let these leaders 
know that we value 
their service, that 
we recognise their 
service, that we 
acknowledge their 
service.”

involves the athletes 

“This opportunity 
allows you to build 
net worth, bring 
in new income, 
and expand your 
household income 
without disrupting 
your existing revenue 
stream

We 
want to encourage 
the banks to respond 
in a way that will 
bridge the divide, 
remove the barriers, 

easier,”

"We're investing 
in education, we're 
going to bridge gaps 
and opportunities 
will be created," she 

The initiative 

The initiative 
he came up with in 
such a short space 
of time and gave you 
an entrepreneurial 
place, I think it is 
good

“These projects are 
very good to tap into 
as young people. We 
are not only looking 
at farming as just 
traditional, but it 
is also a business, 
now that we’re in a 
modern system.”
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President Dr Irfaan Ali engaging young sportsmen 
from Georgetown during an impromptu breakfast 
meeting

President Dr Irfaan Ali engaging young sportsmen 
from Georgetown during an impromptu breakfast 
meeting

CSOs are also involved in various community 
development projects, such as building infrastructure

The commissioning of  new Practical Instruction 
Department (PID) in Mabaruma, Region One
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A HISTORIC MOMENT FOR THE GUYANESE DIASPORA! Minister 
of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Oneidge Walrond and 

Minister within the Ministry of Housing and Water, Susan 
Rodrigues and Walrond joined NOMADS Carnival Band, the 
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The organizers of Heritage Day cele-

bration �������	
�� at 12 Courtland Road Cobo-

conk Kawartha Lake Ontario Canada are 

happy to report that this year Heritage Day 

celebration was a success.  

The weather was amazing, and the at-

tendance was magnificent with Guyanese 

of different backgrounds and denomina-

tions who turned out in their numbers to 

celebrate with our Amerindian brothers 

and sisters.  

Joining this year's celebration were 

members of the Metis tribe from Northern 

Ontario. The Honorary Consul General of 

The Cooperative Republic of Guyana in 

Toronto, Mani Singh gave brief remarks 

and stressed the importance of celebrating 

our First Nation achievements. under the 

One Guyana banner.  

He encouraged all in attendance to 

continue to contribute to Guyana's devel-

opment in whatever way possible.  

The Honorary Consul General com-

mended the Heritage Committee for the 

work they are doing in showcasing Guyana 

to the diaspora and the wider world in pro-

moting our rich culture and diversity.  

Present at the celebration were mem-

ber of staff from the Guyana Consulate as 

well as members of the Association of 

Concerned Guyanese (ACG).  

The CG placed an honor on one of 

the elders of the Arawak tribe from 

Guyana, Mr. De Camp. He also presented 

tokens of appreciation to the executives of 

the Heritage Day celebrations committee.  

A wide variety of Guyanese delica-

cies were available to be enjoyed, includ-

ing pepper pot and cassava bread; Piwari, 

fly, achee sugar cake, egg ball, cassava 

pone, poluri and many more. There were 

activities for everyone including the kids, 

with a sack race, egg and spoon race and 

dancing competitions.  

The culmination of the event saw 

several patrons thanking the committee 

members for organizing such a well 

planned and executed Heritage Day. An 

early venue will be identified soon for next 

year’s celebration. Planning will com-

mence shortly.  

This has been the fourth year since 

the Heritage committee is organizing Her-

itage Day in different areas in Ontario, 

Canada.

Heritage Day celebrations 
in Kawartha Lakes

IN a passionate call to action, 

British High Commissioner to 

Guyana, Jane Miller, OBE, urged in-

vestors to seize the abundant opportu-

nities in Guyana at the official London 

launch of the British Chamber of 

Commerce in Guyana (BritCham 

Guyana) last Wednesday. 

Since the discovery of vast oil re-

serves off the coast of Guyana in 

2015, Miller pointed out that the coun-

try has been one of the fastest-growing 

economies globally. 

“Guyana is on the map and it’s 

thanks to many, many people; thanks 

to the oil. People are beginning to 

recognise this incredible country. It is 

the most incredible country and I re-

ally do encourage those of you who 

have not been there to go and invest 

and go and find out more about it,” 

she said to an audience of business ex-

ecutives, investors, government offi-

cials and diplomats. 

With Guyana rapidly emerging as 

a global economic powerhouse, driven 

by its expanding oil and gas sector, 

Miller emphasised that the timing 

could not be better for British busi-

nesses to invest. 

The diplomat outlined the 

favourable business climate in the 

South American nation, highlighting 

its pro-investment policies, and it is 

burgeoning energy and non-oil sec-

tors. 

“The GDP [Gross Domestic 

Product] has quintupled since 2015. 

Last year’s economic growth was 38.4 

per cent and the IMF [International 

Monetary Fund] is projecting that the 

next three years, it will be 20 per cent 

or more. What incredible economic 

growth, and this brings up amazing 

opportunities. And importantly, that 

growth isn’t only in the oil sector, it is 

also in the non-oil sectors,” she said. 

She highlighted three key advan-

tages for British investors, considering 

Guyana. For instance, Miller noted 

that in addition to the country’s boom-

ing economy, it is an English-speaking 

country with a legal system largely 

based on English law. As such, this 

makes it easier for British investors to 

navigate business dealings, legal 

frameworks, and contracts without 

significant language or legal barriers. 

She also noted that Guyana benefits 

from the United Kingdom Export Fi-

nance (UKEF), a UK government ini-

tiative that helps British companies 

invest overseas by offering financing 

and insurance options.  According to 

the High Commissioner, the British 

government has significantly boosted 

this financing for Guyana from £715 

million to £2.5 billion in the past year, 

signalling strong confidence in the 

country’s economic potential. The 

diplomat also highlighted that there is 

visa-free travel between Guyana and 

the UK as well as direct flights. 

She pointed out that Guyana is 

the UK’s top trade partner in the 

Caribbean, with bilateral trade be-

tween the two nations reaching £1.8 

billion in 2023. 

“The time is now. Come and see 

Guyana. You wouldn’t understand the 

incredible opportunities in Guyana 

until you come into the country, meet 

the people and actually see what’s 

going. New bridges, new roads, news 

hospitals, new schools, new housing… 

you name it. 

“It’s all happening at the moment 

and it’s super exciting. Come now. 

There is competition. Everybody is 

coming into Guyana. Just in the last 

few months, three new embassies have 

emerged in Georgetown. Everybody is 

coming to invest…,” Miller added. 

She also offered some practical 

advice for investors interested in 

Guyana. She recommended that in-

vestors connect with key organisations 

like BritCham, the Georgetown Cham-

ber of Commerce (GCCI), the Private 

Sector Commission (PSC), and the 

Guyana Office for Investment (GO-In-

vest). 

These bodies, she noted, can pro-

vide valuable insights, partnerships, 

and support for businesses looking to 

establish or expand in Guyana. She 

encouraged participation in trade mis-

sions, which provide opportunities to 

explore the market, meet local busi-

ness leaders, and gain firsthand 

knowledge of investment opportuni-

ties in Guyana. In addition, Miller 

suggested that investors take extra 

time to experience Guyana’s natural 

beauty. With 85 per cent of the coun-

try covered in tropical rainforest, she 

said Guyana boasts incredible wildlife 

and biodiversity. 

BritCham is a professional busi-

ness support organisation working to 

protect, promote and encourage trade 

and commerce between Guyana and 

the United Kingdom and, in so doing, 

improve the quality of business oppor-

tunities across Guyana and the UK.

Jane Miller

British Businesses urged 
to capitalise on Guyana’s 

economic growth
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ATTORNEY-GENERAL and 

Minister of Legal Affairs, Anil Nand-

lall, S.C. has said that Guyana’s Consti-

tution is and remains one of the most 

advanced and democratic constitutions 

in the region. 

He made those remarks during a 

previous broadcast of his live show, 

‘Issues in the News,’ where he ad-

dressed contentions made about 

Guyana’s governance system. 

Vehemently rejecting a categorisa-

tion that Guyana’s governance structure 

is akin to an autocracy, he said that 

Guyana’s Constitution is not only dem-

ocratic but stands as one of the most 

advanced and liberal in the Caribbean. 

Guyana, like many other democra-

cies, operates under a well-established 

constitution that has been scrutinised 

and even praised for its democratic 

framework. 

This Constitution, he said, estab-

lishes a contract between the state and 

its citizens, outlining how the govern-

ment will function, how its leaders are 

elected, how public funds are managed, 

and how the government is held ac-

countable. 

“The constitution of a country is 

that principal document, that basic doc-

ument of the state that establishes a 

contract between the state and the citi-

zens. It outlines how the state will be 

managed, how the state will be gov-

erned, and by whom,” Nandlall said. 

Further, Nandlall related that 

Guyana’s Constitution meets all inter-

national requirements as it relates to 

constitutions that govern other coun-

tries like the United States, India, 

Canada and South Africa, among oth-

ers. 

“All these countries have constitu-

tions that are similar to ours. In fact, I 

will advance the proposition that 

Guyana’s Constitution is more liberal, 

is more democratic, and is more ad-

vanced than any other in the Caribbean 

and I can debate that at any forum,” he 

posited. 

Nandlall reasoned that no one 

could look at Guyana’s constitutional 

and legal architecture and advance the 

contention that the architecture is 

somewhat undemocratic or autocratic. 

Against this backdrop, it can be 

said that the government has also 

forged ahead with the modernisation of 

the country’s constitution with several 

new pieces of legislation passed since 

the People’s Progressive Party/Civic 

Government entered office in 2020. 

He said: “…this government from 

2020 to now, we have passed more 

laws than any other country in the 

Caribbean.” 

While the Attorney-General reiter-

ated this point, he said that this fact 

while it refers to the English-speaking 

Caribbean can possibly be extended to 

the entire Commonwealth. 

At the end of 2023, it was noted 

that Guyana’s legislative framework is 

and has been experiencing significant 

changes since the PPP/C assumed of-

fice in 2020, all of which is aimed at 

promoting modernisation. 

At that time, it was reported that 

approximately 78 bills had been passed 

in the National Assembly. 

The Minister of Parliamentary Af-

fairs and Governance, Gail Teixeira at 

the end of 2023 told members of the 

press that what the government has 

been bringing crucial pieces of legisla-

tion that are transformational, thus 

modernising the legal framework of the 

country.

Guyana’s Constitution remains most  
advanced, democratic in the region: AG

Minister of Legal Affairs and Attorney General, Anil Nandlall, S.C.

Guyana prepares to tackle gender-based crimes
THE Justice Education Society 

(JES), through the Strengthening Jus-

tice for Women, Girls, and Indigenous 

Peoples in Guyana Project, funded by 

the Government of Canada, launched a 

Data Quality Assurance workshop 

aimed at enhancing the skills of the 

Guyana Police Force (GPF) in manag-

ing data related to sexual and gender-

based crimes. 

The training took place at the Of-

ficers’ Training Centre (OTC), Camp 

Road, Georgetown, on Tuesday and 

was attended by key representatives 

from both the GPF and international 

partners. 

Deputy Commissioner of Police 

(Administration) (ag), Ravindradat 

Budhram, in his remarks at the open-

ing ceremony, highlighted the pivotal 

role of data collection in improving de-

cision-making processes within the 

force. 

He emphasised how accurate and 

reliable data has allowed the GPF to 

strategically deploy patrols and human 

resources, ultimately contributing to 

more effective policing. 

“Data collection is one of the 

methods utilised by the Guyana Police 

Force, and worldwide, in making key 

data-driven decisions. We use data to 

enable us to deploy our patrols and 

human resources more efficiently,” 

Deputy Commissioner Budhram said. 

He also urged the participants, 

many of whom have prior experience 

in data management, to leverage this 

workshop to further enhance their 

skills and improve service delivery in 

addressing gender-based crimes. 

“Most of you are trained in the 

field already, but this training will en-

hance your service delivery to the re-

spective stakeholders and moreso the 

organisation that you are a part of,” he 

added. 

In attendance at the workshop 

were Justice Education Society Coun-

try Representative and Project Direc-

tor, Lisa Thompson, and Senior 

International Representative Officer 

from the Canadian High Commission, 

Tariq Williams. 

Facilitating the workshop was 

JES Monitoring, Evaluation, and 

Learning Expert, Martine Chase, who 

led participants through sessions de-

signed to strengthen their data collec-

tion, storage, and management 

techniques, ensuring that data on sex-

ual and gender-based crimes is accu-

rate and actionable. The initiative 

forms part of ongoing efforts to im-

prove justice for women, girls, and In-

digenous peoples in Guyana, by 

building the capacity of key institu-

tions such as the Guyana Police Force 

to respond more effectively to crimes 

related to gender-based violence.

A section of gathering at the Data Quality Assurance workshop
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