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Global Guyanese statesman to he honoured with national funeral on September 14

Remembering Sir Shridath
il

By Sir Ronald Sanders achievements of that era — the Lome
Convention, the first formal agreement
Inthe 1970s, as newly independ- between the EU and its former

ent nations in the Caribbean, Africa, colonies that promised aid, trade, and
and the Pacific sought to shape their development. This was no easy task,
economic futures, the world they con-  and the road to Lome required formi-
fronted was still very much dominated  dable organizing and diplomacy.

by their former colonial powers in Eu- Before Ramphal and Patterson
rope, and the global reach of the could sit at the negotiating table with

United States. These nations, emerging the EU, they needed a united front,
from centuries of colonial exploitation, something that had eluded many devel-
faced immense challenges as they tried  oping nations up until that point. It was

to secure a fair place in the interna- in 1972, on the margins of a meeting of
tional economic order. However, they Foreign Ministers of Non-Aligned
found champions in leaders like Sir countries in Guyana, that Sir Shridath
Shridath “Sonny” Ramphal, whose re-  conceived a groundbreaking idea — a
cent passing reminds us of a critical coalition of developing countries
chapter in the fight for economic jus- across Africa, the Caribbean, and the
tice, and P.J. Patterson, a stalwart in Pacific that could confront the eco-

that same battle. nomic giant of Europe together. His

Ramphal, a man of immense skill, concept was not only ambitious but
courage, and vision, along with Patter-  revolutionary, recognizing that small
son, boldly took on the powerful coun-  states negotiating individually with Eu-
tries of the European Union (EU) inan  rope would always be outmatched, but
effort to wrestle economic fairness for  unified, they could become a formida-
developing nations. Their efforts cul- ble force.
minated in one of the most significant The result was the creation of the
African, Caribbean, and Pacific (ACP)
Group — a diplomatic and economic al-
liance aimed at securing fair trade
deals with Europe. Ramphal became
the Group’s spokesman on sugar, while
P.J. Patterson took on the role of
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spokesman on bananas — two vital ex-
ports for many of these nations. Sup-
ported by a team of sharp-minded
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Barbados Tourism Minister elected

new chalrman of Carlbbean Tourlsm

The Honorable Ian Gooding-
Edghill, Minister of Tourism and Inter-
national Transport for Barbados, has
been elected as the new Chairman of the
Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO).
The election took place during the
CTO’s Annual General Meeting, held in
the Cayman Islands on September 3,
2024.

Minister Gooding-Edghill’s elec-
tion marks a significant moment for Bar-
bados and the wider Caribbean tourism
sector. As Chairman, he will lead the
CTO’s Council of Ministers and Com-
missioners of Tourism for the next two
years, guiding the organization’s strate-
gic efforts to enhance and promote
tourism across the region.

In addition to Gooding-Edghill’s
appointment, CEO of the Barbados
Tourism Marketing Inc., Andrea
Franklin, assumes the role of Chair of the
Board of Directors of the CTO. Speaking
on the appointment, Franklin stated that
“I am looking forward to working with
my fellow directors across the region to
enhance strategies for marketing the re-
gion collectively, and addressing the
challenges that the Caribbean faces as it ~ President Dr. Mohammed Irfaan Ali hosted a dinner in honour of the delegates attending the 46th Conference of
relates to climate resilience, improved the Caribbean, the Americas and the Atlantic Region of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. In the pic-
airlift capacity, and overall product de-  ture is Ms Beverly Gibbons in the black and white dress; Mr. Speaker to her right; President Ali in the center and
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Guyana advances crucial discus-
sions with U.S. partners

DURING a four-day visit to the
United States of America (USA), Sen-
ior Minister in the Office of the Presi-
dent with Responsibility for Finance
and Public Service Dr. Ashni Singh
met and held discussions with several
high-level officials, as Guyana and the
U.S. continue to strengthen their eco-
nomic and bilateral ties.

The two countries have been part-
nering in many areas, such as eco-
nomic growth, trade and development,
including enhanced security. The U.S.
EXIM Bank has also been partnering
with Guyana on its major gas-to- en-
ergy project, which the Government of
Guyana has been working aggressively
to bring on stream. When completed,
this project will improve reliability,
and significantly reduce the cost of
electricity in the country; something
that is in high demand due to business,
infrastructure, investment and housing
expansion. It will also unlock the po-
tential of the manufacturing sector in
one of the world’s fastest-growing
economies.

During his visit to the U.S., Dr.
Singh, accompanied by Guyana’s Am-
bassador to the U.S. Samuel Hinds,
met with the Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary, United States (US) Department of
Treasury Michael Kaplan, in Washing-
ton DC.

While there, he updated Mr. Ka-
plan on recent economic developments
and prospects in Guyana, and explored
opportunities for the two countries to
collaborate on matters of shared inter-
est. He also reiterated the Government
of Guyana’s commitment to maintain-
ing a favourable macroeconomic envi-
ronment and strong institutional
framework, which will facilitate in-
creased opportunities for U.S. compa-
nies to do business in Guyana.

Later, the Senior Minister met
with the United States Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID)
Deputy Administrator for Policy and

Programming, Isobel Coleman in
Washington DC. At that meeting, Dr.
Singh alluded to Guyana’s overall eco-
nomic growth of 49.7 per cent, and the
non-oil growth of 12.6 per cent in the
first half of 2024, representing the
fourth successive year of expansion in
the non-oil economy at the half-year.

He further outlined the efforts
being made by the government to en-
sure that this sustained strong eco-
nomic growth redounds to the benefit
of all Guyanese. The two teams also
explored several avenues for further
collaboration, going forward.

Dr. Singh also met with the
United States Under Secretary of State
for Economic Growth, Energy, and the
Environment, Mr. Jose W. Fernandez,
and Assistant Secretary, Bureau of En-
ergy Resources, Mr. Geoffrey R. Pyatt,
at the State Department in Washington
DC, where discussions focused on a
number of avenues for closer coopera-
tion in advancing the agenda for eco-
nomic growth, and improving the lives
of the Guyanese people, including in
the areas of energy security, human
capital development, and pandemic
preparedness in the context of the Eco-
nomic and Health Dialogue of the
Americas.

Dr. Singh further reiterated that
the Government of Guyana places the
highest level of importance on the spe-
cial relationship shared with the U.S.,
as he used the opportunity to restate
appreciation, on behalf of President Dr.
Irfaan Ali, and the Government and
People of Guyana, of the U.S.’s strong
support for the restoration of democ-
racy in 1992, and its preservation dur-
ing the 2020 General and Regional
Elections.

He also thanked the U.S. for un-
equivocally supporting the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Guyana, in
terms of the Guyana/Venezuela border
controversy.

The Senior Minister later met with

Under Secretary of State for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environ-
ment Mr. Jose W. Fernandez with Finance Minister Dr. Ashni Singh

the Assistant United States Trade Rep-
resentative for the Western Hemi-
sphere, Mr. Daniel Watson, in
Washington DC., where discussions
centered on enhancing the trade and in-
vestment partnership between the U.S.
and Guyana, with him emphasising
that the U.S. continues to be one of
Guyana’s most significant trading part-
ners, and reiterated Government com-
mitment to maintaining a strong
institutional environment, and a
favourable macroeconomic environ-
ment conducive to US companies
doing business in Guyana.

Then, as Guyana makes further
steps into commencing its major gas-
to-energy project, Dr. Singh met with
the Senior Advisor to the President and
Chair, Mr. Larry T. Decker, and other
senior and technical officials of the Ex-
port-Import (EXIM) Bank of the
United States in Washington DC. They
discussed the bank’s support towards
the transformational project, which,
when completed, is expected to signifi-
cantly reduce electricity costs, increase
the competitiveness of other industries,

and reduce the nation’s reliance on
heavy fossil fuels. During that high-
level meeting, Dr. Singh also expressed
appreciation to the Bank for their con-
tinued support of Guyana, and reiter-
ated that the government values
greatly, its relationship with the Bank.
The meetings between Dr. Singh
and U.S. officials also included a meet-
ing with the Executive President of the
CAF (Corporacion Andina de Fomento
Development Bank of Latin America
and the Caribbean), Mr. Sergio Diaz-
Granados. During this meeting, the
minister explained that the government
is open to partnership with CAF, and
would like to see the bank play a role
in Guyana’s exciting transformation
currently underway. The two sides also
explored ways in which the financial
institution can partner with the govern-
ment to ensure that the current aggres-
sive infrastructure build-out is financed
optimally, and that critical investments
are made toward further boosting the
economy and diversifying a number of

critical sectors in the country.
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Remembering Sir Shridath

It is only fitting that the Irfaan Ali
government of Guyana has chosen to ho-
nour Sir Shridath “Sonny” Ramphal
with a state funeral this coming week-
end.

Sir Shridath was a former Com-
monwealth Secretary General, the first
and only Guyanese to hold that position
which is second only to the King of Eng-
land in terms of Commonwealth affairs.

Sonny Ramphal died on August 30
after a long, distinguished career in for-
eign service. Twenty-five of these years
(1975 - 1990) were spent as Common-
wealth Secretary General, but he also
served, before, as Foreign Minister of
Guyana as well as the Attorney General
of the short-lived West Indies Federa-
tion.

Sir Shridath, who put Guyana on
the world map, was not always liked by
his fellow Guyanese on one side of the
political divide. Many believed he was a
pawn of former Guyanese dictator

By Donald Ramotar

The news of the passing of Sir
Shridath Ramphal on August 30, is
cause for some reflection. He was an ex-
cellent diplomat and led the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs with distinction, even
though much of the time was to defend
and obscure the excesses and the de-
struction that was caused by the PNC
dictatorship in Guyana.

At the pinnacle of this career, he
became the Secretary General of the
Commonwealth. In that position he did
nothing to enhance democracy in
Guyana, never a word of condemnation
of the massive rigging of elections nor
the terrible violation of Human Rights.
Not a word of the assassination of Wal-
ter Rodney and others.

However, he did play a leading and
positive role in the struggle against
Apartheid in South Africa. He stood out
in that role while serving as the Secre-
tary General of the Commonwealth.

It was this advocacy that con-
tributed greatly to the isolation of the
white racist regime in South Affica.
Caribbean countries did not ever recog-

Forbes Burnham, and indeed, accused
the top-ranking Guyanese diplomat of
not using his wide influence to do more
to stop the oppression of Guyanese Indi-
ans by the Burnham regime.

Whether these accusations were
grounded in truth or not, it does not dim
the fact that it was Sir Shridath who put
Guyana on the world stage.

That a young man from the coun-
tryside in a small Sotuh American na-
tion, whose immediate ancestors were
indentured labourers, could rise to the
position of Commonwealth Secretary
General was testament to the quality of
education in the former English colony;
that he was able to hold court with the
Queen of England and other Heads of
State with pomp and ease attested to the
reality that Guyana, then virtually un-
known in international circles, could
produce educated citizens who could
hold their own on a world stage.

It is because Sir Shridath cleared

this path that others were able to follow.
People like Walter Rodney started to be
taken seriously internationally for their
intellectual discourse; Martin Carter
found international acceptance as a poet;
and even the late Dave Martins discov-
ered doors opening for him and his style
of music, all because Sir Shridath
opened the door to Guyana. It was no
longer a place that nobody knew. The
world became very aware of the country
and its abundance of talent in every
sphere.

Indeed, even today, actors like Leti-
tia Wright could find a place on the
world’s stage in one of the biggest
movies ever made, Black Panther, not by
hiding her heritage but by embracing it.

Sir Shridath did for Guyana what
VS Naipaul and CLR James did for
Trinidad and Tobago and what Sir Gary
Sobers did for Barbados and Bob Marley
for Jamaica. Arguably, he was far more
intellectually accomplished than any of

The Passing of Sir Shridath

nise the racist regime, and we took a
leading part internationally in bring
about its isolation. The world progres-
sive forces at that time led and supported
by the Soviet Union, the Eastern Euro-
pean Socialist countries, especially the
German Democratic Republic (GDR)
and China managed to have the South
African regime suspended from the
United Nations. Sir Shridath was shoul-
der to shoulder with the anti-apartheid
forces.

Today the world is facing another
similar but worse situation. Reference is
being made here to the grave, inhumane
situation confronting the Palestinian
people in the Gaza, West Bank and East
Jerusalem. The destruction in the Gaza
is now being extended to the West Bank,
in Jenin where homes are being bull-
dozed and people are being shot ran-
domly.

Every anti-apartheid fighter from
South Africa regard what is taking place
in Palestine as far worse than anything
that ever happened in apartheid South
Africa. What is taking place there is re-
ally apartheid on steroids. Thousands of
innocent babies, children, young women

and the aged are among the murdered by
the Israeli regime.

The Western supporters of Israel
are calling this a war, but the Palestini-
ans do not have an army, not a single
tank, nor a single armoured vehicle. The
Israeli regime, however, has one of the
strongest armies in the world. Moreover,
it has access to the most powerful coun-
try in the world. They can get on de-
mand, all the bombs they need and any
modern weapon in existence. The use of
the term “war” is used to deliberately
cover up what is really happening, a
massacre, a genocide.

Since October 7, 2023, the United
States has sent five hundred transport
planes (500) and one hundred and seven
(107) ships full with bombs and other
military hardware to Israel. Israel itself
has acknowledge this, it said that since
October 7, it received more than 50,000
tons of armament and military equip-
ment from the U.S alone. Many Euro-
pean Union countries have supplied
considerable military hardware to the
Fascist, Apartheid Israeli regime as well.
Ironically Germany comes second only
to the U.S in the provision of weapons

his Caribbean compatriots.

In the end, Sir Shridath will be re-
membered not only for his contributions
to the development of Guyana, but for
his outstanding work in other countries,
including leading the fight in the Com-
monwealth against apartheid in South
Africa, even going up against the Iron
Lady herself, Margaret Thatcher in Eng-
land, at the time, leaving her in a highly
vulnerable position on the issue of eco-
nomic sanctions against South Africa be-
cause of its racist policies.

But Sonny never backed down.
And that’s why he will be remembered
for his achievements in the international
sphere.

We applaud the Ali government for
looking past the Burnham issue that sur-
rounded Ramphal for much of his career,
and acknowledging the wider contribu-
tions he made to his homeland, by giving
him a national funeral on September 14.

RIP, Sir Shridath.

to kill innocent civilians.

These amounts are apart from the
almost four billion dollars per year of
military equipment that the U.S gives to
Israel.

In remembering Sir Shridath Ram-
phal’s role during the difficult times in
South Africa, the Caribbean leaders of
today should take up the cause of the
Palestinian people and break diplomatic
relations with Israel. We must lobby
other countries and regions to have Is-
rael expelled from the United Nations.
That regime has no right to be amongst
civilised countries.

This issue is the worst humanitar-
ian disaster since the last World War.
Our Humanity is on trial in Palestine.

Uttering words of condemnation is
not enough. Caricom leaders must take
a strong position and immediately sever
relations with the Israeli Regime!

They must now begin advocating
for suspension of Israel from the United
Nations as they did when South Africa
was ruled by a racist regime!

Save our humanity now.

Donald Ramotar is a former Pres-
ident of Guyana
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Men get 6'2-year sentences for
roles in border blockade at Coutts

From the CBC:

One of two men sentenced Monday
to 6% years for firearms violations and
mischief at the border blockade at
Coutts, Alta., says the time he has al-
ready spent behind bars has changed him
and his "solemn weapon" is now love.

"Stay strong, live free, spread love
— not war," Anthony Olienick, reading
from a prepared statement, told a Court
of King's Bench judge before sentenc-
ing.

"['ve gained a stronger understand-
ing into what divine destiny awaits me,"
he added.

"I will continue to help others
spreading truth, happiness and joy. Uni-
fying people together by using love as
my solemn weapon."

His co-accused, Chris Carbert, de-
clined to speak before Justice David
Labrenz delivered his sentencing deci-
sion.

Neither man is to serve their full
sentence, as the judge gave them nearly
four years credit for time they have spent
in custody since their arrests in February
2022.

Olienick showed no emotion while
Carbert appeared glum and folded his
arms as the sentences were handed
down.

The blockade tied up traffic at the
Canada-U.S. border crossing for two
weeks in early 2022. It was among sev-
eral nationwide protests against COVID-
19 rules and vaccine mandates, which
had polarized public opinion.

Lawyer for Coutts protester sug-
gests jury rushed to judgment before
long weekend

The lingering polarity was evident
Monday. A disapproving murmur from
supporters of the two protesters could be
heard in the courtroom as the sentence
was read out. The judge had earlier
warned that no outbursts would be toler-
ated.

"Bye Chris. Bye Tony. Keep your
heads up," said one man as Carbert and
Olienick were led out of the prisoner's
dock.

Last month, a jury found the pair
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guilty of mischief over $5,000 and pos-
session of a weapon dangerous to the
public peace. Olienick was also con-
victed of possessing a pipe bomb.

They were found not guilty of the
most serious charge they faced — con-
spiracy to murder police officers at the
blockade.

The men were arrested after RCMP
found guns, ammunition and body ar-
mour in trailers near the blockade. The
remaining protesters then peacefully dis-
persed.

The trial heard Olienick and Car-
bert believed they were taking a neces-
sary stand against potential tyranny and
injustice.

While the two men believed their
cause just, the judge said, they can't be
allowed to take the law into their own
hands.

"Both armed themselves for the
purpose of using those weapons against
police," said Labrenz.

"Fortunately, neither man decided
the timing was right for a surprise at-
tack."

He added there was a credible
threat to police and the public.

Olienick was given six years for
possession for the firearms conviction, a
concurrent six-month sentence for mis-
chief and an additional six months for
possession of a pipe bomb.

Carbert was given 6" years for the
firearms offence and a concurrent six-
month term for mischief.

Both were given a lifetime firearms
prohibition and ordered to provide
DNA.

The Crown had argued the men
should serve nine years, citing the poten-
tial of violence against police.

Defence lawyers said the time the
men had already served in custody was
sufficient punishment. Outside court,
they said they were disappointed and
planned to appeal the sentences and the
firearms convictions.

"I think there was a lot of room for
the sentence to be lower, and I think it
should have been lower," said Carbert's
lawyer, Katherin Beyak.

"The hope was he would be going
home today, and obviously that's not
happening."

Earlier this year, two other protest-
ers charged with conspiracy to commit
murder at the blockade pleaded guilty to
lesser charges.

Christopher Lysak was sentenced
to three years for possession of a re-
stricted firearm in an unauthorized place.
Jerry Morin was sentenced to 3 1/2 years
for conspiracy to traffic firearms.

Those sentences amounted to time
the men had already served.

The border blockage tied up traffic for days
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Analysis: Is Guyana’s non-oil

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 12 2024
The Economy & Finance | JB’s Insight

economy shrinking?

The non-oil economy has ex-
panded by 34.5% during the period
2012-2023. In nominal terms, the
non-oil economy has increased from
$830 billion in 2012, to $1.267 tril-
lion by the end of 2023. Although the
share of the oil economy’s GDP has
grown larger than the non-oil econ-
omy; this does not mean that the non-
oil economy is shrinking or
contracting in size or output, a notion
that the empirical evidence herein has
disproven.

One of the minority political
parties, namely, ANUG (A New and
United Guyana), contends that the
non-oil sectors have declined, and
that this decline signals the presence
of the “Dutch Disease”.

Discussion and Analysis

The assertion by ANUG in rela-
tion to the “Dutch disease” exposes
the party’s ineptitude in their ability
to comprehend and apply basic eco-
nomic concepts. What was described
as the Dutch disease is not the Dutch
disease. The Dutch disease has to do
with the change in relative prices,
viz-a-viz, any sharp appreciation of
the exchange rate, which would cause
imports to be far cheaper, and exports
more expensive, thus internationally
uncompetitive. Effectively, the Dutch
disease would destroy the manufac-
turing / export sectors at the expense
of the import sectors.

With respect to the notion that
the non-oil economy is shrinking rel-
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ative to the oil economy, this out-
come cannot be determined by
merely looking at a half-year report
or the performance of a single year
relative to the previous year. In order
to properly determine whether such
an eventuality has merit or not, one
has to always analyze a time series of
dataset, spanning a minimum of ten
years. Because there is always a time
lag between the implementation of
economic policies and the outcome or
impact thereof. And similarly, there is
a time lag between the occurrence of
uncontrollable eventualities and ex-
ternalities (exogenous and endoge-

Non-0il GDP (2012 Prices)
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nous factors) and the impact thereof
as well.

Having said that, let’s look at a
time series of data for the period
2012-2023 (11 years), to ascertain
whether the non-oil economy has
been shrinking or not.

GDP measures the value of ag-
gregate output (production) in an
economy in a specific time frame
(usually a fiscal year). In the oil sec-
tor, oil production went from 120k
barrels per day to over 600k per day
in less than four years (reflecting an
increase of >400%). This explains
why the oil economy accounts for the
largest share of GDP at this time. As
such, it would be prudent to look at
the non-oil economy separately to
have a broader perspective and a bet-
ter appreciation on the structure, size,
and growth of the economy across all
the sectors, especially the non-oil
economy relative to the oil economy.

To this end, the charts below il-
lustrate that all of the non-oil sectors:
Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing;
Mining and Quarrying (excluding
crude oil); Manufacturing; Construc-
tion and the Services sectors have ex-

panded by 28%, 16%, 29%, 55%, and
30% respectively.

Overall, the non-oil economy
has expanded by 34.5% during the
period 2012-2023. In nominal terms,
the non-oil economy has increased
from $830 billion in 2012, to $1.267
trillion by the end of 2023.

Evidently, it would be incorrect
to say that the non-oil economy has
been shrinking relative to the oil
economy.

One has to also be mindful that
oil production will peak by 2027-30.
And, thereafter, the GDP growth rate
will revert to the lower double- and
single-digit growth rates. Cognizant
of this reality, the Government is in-
vesting in other non-oil sectors,
whose share of GDP will eventually
increase when oil production will
have plateaued.

In the final analysis, although
the share of the oil economy’s GDP
has grown larger than the non-oil
economy; this does not mean that the
non-oil economy is shrinking or con-
tracting in size or output, a notion
that the empirical evidence has dis-
proven.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO
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Queen Elizabeth Il in 2009 at Buckingham Palace, with, from left: Chief Emeka Anyaoku, Kamalesh Sharma and Sir Shridath Ramphal

Remembering Sir Shridath Ramphal

Continued from Page 1

For the first time, developing na-
tions, once mere pawns in global eco-
nomic negotiations, had a seat at the
table with the might of a bloc behind
them.

But unity, as history so often shows,
is as fragile as it could be threatening.
While the ACP’s efforts led to the land-
mark Lome Conventions, and later the
Cotonou Agreement, they also unsettled
the powerful European nations. The sol-
idarity among developing countries
threatened the EU’s ability to dictate
terms, and in the years following the
Lome Conventions, the cracks began to
show. Europe, returning to one of its old-
est strategies, sought to divide the ACP.
African nations, the largest group within
the ACP, were persuaded to break away
from joint negotiations. By the time the
Economic Partnership Agreements
(EPAs) were on the table in the year
2000, Africa had been splintered into
three separate negotiating units, weaken-
ing the ACP’s collective bargaining
power.

This fragmentation was Europe’s
victory. The unity that once empowered
the ACP had been successfully eroded,
and as a result, the EPAs — agreements
that were supposed to benefit developing
nations — left the ACP countries negoti-
ating alone, each country or sub-region

now isolated and outmatched. The “di-
vide and rule” technique, once used to
subjugate colonies, had once again found
success in a new form of economic im-
perialism.

The EPAs, which Caribbean coun-
tries signed in 2008, were nothing short
of a “shotgun arrangement.” Under the
guise of partnership, ACP nations found
themselves signing agreements that re-
turned them to the conditionalities, and
terms dictated by the EU. ACP states
gave far more than they got in return,
and with no collective voice, they faced
the behemoth of the EU alone.

Ramphal’s fight for justice did not
end with the ACP. In 1975, he assumed
the role of secretary-general of the Com-
monwealth, a position he would hold for
15 years. When he took the helm, the
Commonwealth was still very much a
“British” institution, serving primarily
the interests of the UK government, in-
cluding the preservation of white minor-
ity rule in Southern Rhodesia (later
Zimbabwe) and apartheid South Africa.
Ramphal brought with him the same de-
termination that had guided his efforts
for developing countries — now ex-
panded to the global stage.

Through his leadership, the Com-
monwealth Secretariat became an engine
for advancing equity and justice for de-
veloping states. Ramphal harnessed the
power of Expert Groups to produce

meticulously researched reports that
challenged the policies of global institu-
tions like the IMF, World Bank, and
WTO. These reports not only provided
developing countries with evidence-
based arguments but also positioned
Ramphal as an international voice for the
poor and underdeveloped.

Ramphal’s influence went beyond
economic policy. Defying the British
government and its Prime Minister, Mar-
garet Thatcher, Ramphal used his legal
and diplomatic acumen to support
African leaders in their negotiations for
independence of Southern Rhodesia. His
insistence on “one man, one vote” be-
came a cornerstone of Southern Rhode-
sia’s  eventual independence as
Zimbabwe.

In the fight against apartheid, Ram-
phal once again marshalled his diplo-
matic skill to build alliances across the
Commonwealth. He forged a coalition
between leaders of African frontline
states, Julius Nyerere of Tanzania and
Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, with lead-
ers from outside Africa, such as Bob
Hawke of Australia, Brian Mulroney of
Canada, Rajiv Gandhi of India, and Lyn-
den Pindling of The Bahamas. This al-
liance helped swing Commonwealth
sentiment behind accelerated action to
end apartheid in South Africa and to free
Nelson Mandela from prison.

At the conclusion of his tenure as
Commonwealth Secretary-General,
Ramphal’s work was far from over. He
turned his attention to his beloved
Caribbean, spearheading initiatives
aimed at strengthening the region
through deeper economic interaction and
political cooperation. The central theme
of his efforts remained the same — unity.
For Ramphal, unity was not only the
foundation of the Caribbean’s strength
but also the key to its rightful standing
in the world. His work continued to be
supported by P.J. Patterson and Alister
Mclntyre, his longtime collaborators and
fellow warriors in the struggle for
Caribbean advancement.

Now, as Ramphal and Mclntyre
have passed on, P.J. Patterson stands as
the last surviving member of this illus-
trious trio. The Caribbean owes these gi-
ants an incalculable debt, but more than
anything else, it owes itself the obliga-
tion to remain faithful to the courage, vi-
sion, and diligence that Ramphal,
Patterson, and Mclntyre exemplified.
Their quest to ensure that the region
stood tall in the international community,
asserting its rights and leadership, is a
legacy that demands to be upheld.

The writer is Antigua and Bar-
buda’s Ambassador to the US and the
OAS. He is also the son-in-law of Sir
Shridath Ramphal.
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Massive growth, development driv-
Ing up property values in Guyana

MINISTER within the Ministry of
Public Works, Deodat Indar, on Friday
said that the massive growth and devel-
opment taking place across Guyana
and investments in infrastructure have
led to increased property prices in areas
that many persons would have never
thought of.

Indar made this pronouncement
while delivering the feature address at
the Connect Real Estate Mega Summit
hosted by Keller Williams Guyana at
the Guyana Marriott Hotel in George-
town.

During his address, the minister
emphasised the role of infrastructural
development and growing industries in
reshaping the current real estate mar-
ket.

However, he said that to get ahead
of this, the government enacted the
Real Estate Act in 2023, which was a
crucial step in regularising the sector.
The Act’s main aim was to protect real
estate agents, ensuring they are fairly
compensated for their efforts in facili-
tating property transactions, among
other things.

“So, when a country is moving at
the pace of Guyana, the laws of the
country need to be updated to deal with
the new realities,” he said. He under-
scored that the new Act mandates pay-
ment for agents who help buyers and
sellers complete transactions, thus for-
malising the sector and adding greater
transparency.

Speaking on the broader economic
growth seen, Minister Indar high-

lighted Guyana’s impressive GDP
growth, which has been the highest
globally in recent years.

“There is no other country in the
world that can boast economic growth
as high as Guyana,” he said. This
surge, he explained, reflects the collec-
tive output of all sectors, but is heavily
influenced by the oil and gas industry,
which has acted as a catalyst for devel-
opment across other industries.

Giving an example, he indicated
that this sector has reshaped the coun-
try’s real estate landscape along the
Demerara River.

“If you had to find an inch of
property there, well, good luck to you,”
Minister Indar posited, noting that
prime riverfront properties have be-
come exceedingly scarce.

This scarcity, along with infra-
structural projects such as shore bases
and roads, has led to a rise in property
values and areas that were once unde-
veloped are now in high demand, with
infrastructure dramatically improving
the quality of and desirability for these
areas.

Additionally, he indicated that the
demand for housing is also growing
rapidly as new developments attract
more workers and businesses.

Further, he encouraged those in
the real estate sector to familiarise
themselves with the Real Estate Act,
ensuring that they are well-positioned
to capitalise on the opportunities being
created by the country’s rapid develop-
ment.

Minister within the Ministry of Public Works, Deodat Indar

Diaspora told: We're proud of your achievements

AS Senior Minister in the Office of
the President with Responsible for Fi-
nance and the Public Service Dr. Ashni
Singh wrapped up his four-day visit to
the United States of America (USA) on
Saturday, he met thousands of Guyanese
in the Diaspora during the Caribbean
Day celebration in Schenectady, New
York.

During the event, Dr. Singh deliv-
ered greetings to the event’s attendees
from President Dr. Irfaan Ali and his
government. While there, he also met
and interacted with several legislators
and elected representatives for the area,
including Congressman Paul Tonko, As-
semblyman Angelo Santabarbara, Ma-
jority Leader John Mootooveren,
Deputy Chair Philip Fields and other
elected officials.

Addressing attendees at the event,
Dr. Singh explained that the time when
Guyanese travelled abroad and never re-
turned to Guyana is long gone.

“In today’s modern world, we have
seen how our Guyanese brothers and sis-
ters have travelled to every corner of the
world, and to the United States of Amer-
ica, and especially New York and cities
like Schenectady and elsewhere. Those
of us in Guyana and in particular this
People’s  Progressive  Party/Civic

(PPP/C) Government, of which I am a
member, are incredibly proud to see how
our Guyanese brothers and sisters have
distinguished themselves all across the
USA, and all across the world,” the Sen-
ior Minister told the Diaspora.

He added that the government is
proud to see many of those who mi-
grated elected to City Councils, to State
assemblies and other elected and legisla-
tive positions in their adopted countries.

“It fills us with pride to see our
Guyanese brothers and sisters establish
businesses and grow their businesses.

It fills us with pride to see our
Guyanese brothers and sisters improve
their own well-being, build their own
prosperity, and, most importantly, it fills
us with pride and love to see that no mat-
ter what new connections they have de-
veloped in their new homes, and no
matter how successfully they do in their
new homes, their love for Guyana re-
mains strong,” Dr. Singh added.

The Senior Minister assured the Di-
aspora that the government has been
continuing aggressively to transform
Guyana, noting that many who would
have already visited would have wit-
nessed this transformation for them-
selves.

“You have seen how the face of our

Dr Singh in New York

country is being transformed. You have
seen the new opportunities that are being
created; you have seen how the faces of
your villages are being changed and
being improved.

We know that many of you have es-
tablished very strong roots where you
now live, but as Guyana does well, we
want to see you visiting that home more
often, and returning to Guyana, because
no matter how strong roots you have es-
tablished elsewhere, Guyana will still al-
ways be your home, too.” Dr. Singh
assured the Diaspora.

The Senior Minister explained to
the Diaspora that despite the long and
difficult journey that the government has
had, especially in 2020, the current ad-
ministration was able to confront the
challenges of protecting the country’s
democracy, and he thanked all the
Guyanese Americans who got their Con-
gressman, Senators, Mayors and Coun-
cillors to speak out, and to defend their
country’s democracy.

The Caribbean Day event saw
thousands of Guyanese and others from
the Caribbean showcasing their culture
through dance and song and other dis-
plays, while Guyanese performers in-
cluded Terry Gajraj and Adrian Dutchin.
(MoF)
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150 new education facilities being
constructed, conceptualised

AS the government works on set-
ting a new standard for the delivery of
education, close to 150 new facilities are
being constructed and conceptualised,
President, Dr Irfaan Ali has said.

The Head of State made this revela-
tion on Friday last, while commissioning
a brand-new primary school at Zeelugt in
Region Three (Essequibo Islands- West
Demerara).

“We have close to 150 new educa-
tion facilities under construction or at
project conceptualisation,” the President
said while addressing parents, teachers
and children.

He further disclosed that a substan-
tial amount of funding has been made
available to the Ministry of Education to
conduct works on several schools across
the country, ensuring that the necessary
infrastructure is maintained in these fa-
cilities.

“As I speak to you now, we have
made a commitment and made the re-
sources available to the Ministry of Ed-
ucation to have every school in our
country that needs to be repainted, re-
painted. Every washroom facility that
needs to be fixed, fixed. Every roof that
needs to be fixed, fixed. Every drainage
system, the guttering system that needs
to be fixed, fixed.”

Meanwhile, resources will be ex-
pended to ensure that every single school
is outfitted with a multi-purpose tarmac
to support activities in that school.

“Not only are we building new
schools, we are setting new and im-
proved minimum standards for your chil-
dren, our teachers and parents. It is also

D

important for us to understand how we
are investing in our teachers, how we are
investing in the totality of the system to
support this expansion in education,” he
said.

Concurrently, the President pointed
out that the government is making equal
investments in the country’s educators.

“It is also important for us to under-
stand how we are investing in our teach-
ers, how we are investing in the totality
of the system to support this expansion
in education.”

Pointing to the increases made to
teachers’ salaries and incentives, he

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali

noted,

“This is going to continue to get
better... look at the rate of increase...
look at the totality of the package and the
rate of increase the teachers are receiv-
ing.

“We are one of the only countries
where we train our teachers free of cost.
But more importantly, our teachers get a
stipend while they receive that training.
And when we came into government,
that stipend was below $10,000. Today,
that stipend is almost $100,000 — more
than 900 per cent increase in a stipend.”

He stated that the government’s pol-

icy is not just to get more teachers into
the profession, but to ensure that all are
trained educators.

Meanwhile, Education Minister
Priya Manickchand noted that more than
3,000 teachers have been trained coun-
trywide.

She reiterated that the ministry is
making significant investments to im-
prove classrooms, the infrastructure at
schools and surrounding areas, ensuring
that both children and educators have
comfortable spaces to thrive.

“These investments are consciously
made so that you could be better people,
so that your children can have a better
life than you, a life of plenty, a life where
there’s no struggle,” the education min-
ister said.

Last month an agreement for a pay
hike for the country’s educators was so-
lidified between the Ministry of Educa-
tion and the Guyana Teacher’s Union
(GTU). In 2024, teachers will receive a
10 per cent increase, in 2025 they will
see an eight per cent increase, and in
2026 they will see a nine per cent in-
crease.

These increases in these years are
subject to an adjustable clause to which
the President said if there are higher in-
creases announced for the Public Serv-
ice, teachers will get the difference
between what is in the agreement and
that higher number.

Additionally, the multi-year agree-
ment covers increases in allowances for
specific categories of teachers, including
those who have completed higher levels
of academic qualification.

collaborative activities

supported by

and regional chapters:

worldwide.

The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide.

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee
an Advisory Council
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that acts as
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national

Key priorities of the WGC include:
Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on
youth and women in business and civic leadership
Support social entrepreneurship and civic
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and
economic development of Guyana.
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To find out more about World
Guyanese Congress and our goals and
priorities. Scan the QR code, or visit
WWW.WQC-0rg.com

If you have any questions feel free to
get in touch:

Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804
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Efforts made to eliminate corrupt
practices in procurement process

THE Government of Guyana has
made significant strides to root out cor-
rupt practices in the procurement
process, Vice-President, Dr Bharrat
Jagdeo has said.

During a news conference held last
Thursday, Dr Jagdeo highlighted the dif-
ference in how contracts for projects
were being awarded under the previous
A Partnership for National Unity+ Al-
liance For Change (APNU-+AFC) gov-
ernment.

“We have had ministers who were
giving contracts to themselves in their
ministries, several contracts running into
millions of dollars to their own compa-
nies...that was the situation then. If you
look today, despite all the talk about pro-
curement problems under the PPP, it’s
transparently done,” the Vice-President
said.

He noted too that some senior offi-
cials of the now opposition party had by-
passed the procurement laws.

“People bid for projects. Now they
may not be happy with the evaluation
process, but they have a means that is in
the Act to protest.”

According to him, the process is
now being transparently done, with citi-
zens having access to information issued
by the National Procurement and Tender
Administration Board (NPTAB).

He noted too that the government
has also flagged companies that are
linked to public officials.

“We made it clear to them. While
they hold those positions that they can-
not bid in their own name. However, we
can’t take away the right to work from
their family too once it has nothing to do
with their ministry. We made that clear.

“We recently embarked on a coun-

trywide discussion on this matter. The
Minister of Finance and I, we were in
Essequibo, Berbice, and in Region Five,
in different areas talking to contractors
and the regional authorities and laying

the rules out that there must be full com-
pliance with the Procurement Act,” he
said, before pointing out that training
was also conducted in these areas.

Back in May, Dr Jagdeo had re-
vealed plans to conduct ‘sting’ opera-
tions to clamp down on officers and
other personnel who engage in procure-
ment breaches.

Dr Jagdeo had told local journalists
that the government has undertaken a re-
view of the procurement system at every
level.

The government, he related, is ex-
amining the procurement procedures for
compliance, and activities for compli-
ance with the laws.
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Guyana Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo
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Ashni Singh to Washington DC audi-
ence: ‘Non-oil’ growth being drlven

GUYANA'’S unprecedented eco-
nomic growth and development were
discussed over the weekend at a
Guyanese diaspora meeting in Washing-
ton D.C., United States of America
(USA).

Senior Minister in the Office of the
President with Responsibility for Fi-
nance and the Public Service, Dr. Ashni
Singh and ExxonMobil Guyana’s Pres-
ident, Alistair Routledge, engaged a
number of persons from the Guyanese
diaspora for a question-and-answer seg-
ment.

During a brief address, Dr. Singh
said what persons are witnessing in
Guyana today is an unprecedented pe-
riod of extraordinary real economic
growth that is without parallel in history.

He related that while much of this
economic expansion is happening as a
result of the discovery and introduction
of oil and gas, there is also extremely
strong growth in the non-oil sector,
some of which is driven by positive
spinoffs from the oil and gas sector.

Importantly, Dr. Singh highlighted
that most of this growth “is driven by
deliberate government policies to pro-
mote a strong and increasingly compet-
itive non-oil economy.”

Further, he noted that the extraor-
dinary growth is allowing the govern-
ment to face a very real opportunity to
improve the lives of every single
Guyanese national and families.

The minister told the gathering that
it is the deliberate intention of the Pres-
ident, Dr. Irfaan Ali-led Government to
translate national prosperity into com-
munity, household and individual pros-
perity.

Minister Singh also assured the
Guyanese diaspora and friends of
Guyana that the government is under no
illusion about the complexities of man-

aging rapid economic growth, and is
earnestly approaching this task in a very  addressing immediate needs and long-

serious and responsible way, while still term sustainability. The delegation at-
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Dr Ashni Singh with officials at the Guyanese diaspora meeting in Washington D.C., USA

striking the appropriate balance between

tending the meeting also included
Guyana’s Ambassador to the US,
Samuel Hinds.

Women taking on leadershlp roles in Amerindian villages

IN recent years, more Amerindian women have
increasingly stepped into leadership roles and spear-
headed discussions on development within their tra-
ditionally male-dominated communities.

Out of the 254 leaders elected at the May-June
Village Council (VC) Elections, 35 females emerged
as toshaos and senior councillors in Regions One,
Two, Seven, Eight, Nine, and 10, representing 14 per
cent of the total leaders elected.

Amerindian women assumed leadership roles
within their villages and secured executive positions
on the National Toshao Council (NTC), which plans
and represents the sustainable development of
Guyana’s indigenous peoples.

A teacher by profession and the re-elected
toshao of Bethany Village in Region Two, Sonia
Latchman, is the NTC’s vice-chairperson.

She is also the newly declared lead expert for
the Caribbean on the implementation of the American
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

During an interaction with the Department of
Public Information (DPI), She emphasised the signif-
icant role women play in leadership. She highlighted
the fresh perspective and resilience they bring to the
table.

Latchman believes that the inclusion of women

Sonia Latchman

in leadership is crucial for holistic village develop-
ment and inspiring future generations to pursue lead-
ership roles.

“Leadership is not confined to gender...It is
open to all who are capable and passionate about the
progress of their people and this will drive societal
growth. I strongly believe that women’s leadership
leads to more inclusive changes,” she further under-
scored.

The Ministry of Amerindian Affairs reported
that 11 females were elected as toshaos and senior
councillors in Region One; three in Region Two, and

five in Region Seven, with additional leaders in Re-
gions Eight, Nine, and Ten.

Importantly, some villages elected female lead-
ers for the first time, while others re-elected accom-
plished women based on their outstanding
performance during their previous terms.

For instance, Sandra Brazao made history as the
first female toshao of Kato Village in Region Eight
while Amrita Thomas was elected as the first female
toshao of Waramadong Village in Region Seven.

The election of female leaders, including Rox-
anne Beck in Awarewaunau, Deep South Rupununi in
Region Nine, demonstrates the increasing recognition
of women'’s leadership capabilities across various
communities.

Villages such as Baramita in Region One also
elected Sharmain Rambajue, who previously served
as toshao of the Carib village.

In Region Two, Mainstay/Whyaka elected Mar-
sha Williams as its leader, succeeding government
Member of Parliament (MP) Yvonne Fredericks-
Pearson.

These positive developments signify a shift to-
wards greater gender diversity and empowerment in
Guyana’s indigenous peoples’ representation and de-
velopment. (DPI)
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How to take control of your mortgage:
Why you should work with a broker

Here is how you can take control:

Lowering Your DTI

If your DTT is on the high side,
focus on reducing your existing debt
before applying for a mortgage. Pay
down credit card balances, settle
smaller loans, or consider refinancing
high-interest debt. Lowering your DTI
not only enhances your appeal as a bor-
rower but also frees up more of your in-
come to manage unexpected expenses
or financial challenges. Talk to your
mortgage broker.

Building a Strong Financial Cush-
ion

A healthy savings account can also
bolster your capacity. Lenders like to
see you have enough reserves to cover
several months of mortgage payments
in emergencies like job loss or unex-
pected expenses. Demonstrating that
you have a financial safety net shows
responsibility and makes lenders more
inclined to approve your mortgage ap-
plication.

Monitoring and Improving Your
Credit

While capacity focuses on your
ability to repay the loan, your credit
score reflects how well you have man-

aged debt in the past. Regularly moni-
toring your credit report, correcting er-
rors, and improving your score can
enhance your overall financial profile
and boost your chances of securing a
favourable mortgage.

Why You Should Work with a
Mortgage Broker

Navigating the complexities of ca-
pacity and the mortgage approval
process can be overwhelming. How-
ever, you do not have to do it alone.
Devon Jones, a seasoned mortgage bro-
ker with over 25 years of experience,
can help you secure the best mortgage
for your needs.

Why Devon Jones, Mortgage Bro-
ker?

Financial Assessment: Devon will
thoroughly evaluate your financial situ-
ation to ensure you are in the best posi-
tion to get approved for a mortgage.

Strategic Planning: He will help
you develop a strategy to improve your
capacity, whether lowering your DTI,
stabilizing your income, or building
your savings.

Access to Lenders: With connec-
tions to over sixty lenders, Devon can
find the right mortgage product tailored

to your financial situation.

Guidance Through the Process:
From start to finish, Devon will navi-
gate you through the mortgage approval
process, ensuring you get the best terms
and rates available.

Ready to Take the Next Step?

If you are thinking of buying a
home, refinancing your mortgage, or
getting approved for a Home Equity
Line of Credit (HELOC), do not wait.
Contact Devon Jones today and put his
expertise to work for you. With Devon

by your side, you can confidently navi-
gate the mortgage process and secure
the financial future you deserve.

Conclusion: Capacity is Key

Capacity is more than just a num-
ber—it is a comprehensive assessment
of your financial health and ability to
manage debt while managing a mort-
gage. Understanding and improving
your capacity can unlock better mort-
gage options, lower interest rates, and
more favourable terms.

Do not let high DTI, unstable in-
come, or unmanaged debt hinder your
homeownership dreams. Start manag-
ing your capacity today, and work with
a trusted mortgage broker like Devon
Jones to turn those dreams into reality.
Remember, when it comes to getting
approved for a mortgage, capacity is
not just important—it's essential.

Devon Jones, Mortgage Broker
Sunlite Mortgage
www.sunlitemortgage.com
devonjones@sunlitemortgage.com

(647) 255-7842

ARE YOU PURCHASING, REFINANCING, OR RENEWING YOUR MORTGAGE?
STOP PAYING 36% INTEREST ON YOUR CREDIT CARDS AND CONSOLIDATE TODAY!

www.sunlitemortgage.ca/
\  mortgage-rates-in-canada/

DERT TYPE CURRENT SITUATION CONSOLIDATED MORTGAGE
BALANCE PAYMENT NEW BALANCE PAYMENT
MORTGAGE 56 P ALH b § L0975 560 S569,9 260 § 500443 4
CREDIT CARDS £ TRAOO0.00 § 23400000
HEL S 120,000 DE § 360000
CAR LOANS § £7,500.00 $ 2.625.00/M frﬁﬂ rates at:
STORE CARDS § 250000, 000 § 750000
TOTAL $589,928.00 $12,250.56/M §989,5928.00 ssordam | o7 M—m—
SAVINGS M $7276.13M |\

MORTGAGE

Buying e

First Time Home Buyer

Home Equity Loans

Mursing Homes

Residantial Commercial Construction Mortgages
Self-Emplayed Mortgage Plaza Residantial

Mew to Canada Martgage Office Buildings Plaza

Temporary Residents Apartment Buildings Condo Projects
Cottages Retirement Homes Cottages

Mursing Homes

Debt Consolidation Hotels Retirement Homes
Investment Property storage Buildings Storage Buildings
HELOC Banguet Halls Medical Buildings

Gas Stations

**Rates are subject 1o change without nothce. Conditions apply Tor qualifyeg for this rate

Refinancing o Renewing/Switching

Devon Jones
Mortgage Broker

FERA LICE 15504 | BCPSAS MBPEOTERS

1-877-38LOANS x 103
(647) 255-7842

deals@sunlitemortgage.com
www.sunlitemortgage.ca
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Ali wants regional leaders to discuss
poor performances in CSEC math

Guyana President Irfaan Ali says
the poor performance of Caribbean stu-
dents in mathematics is a matter of con-
cern for regional leaders and that the
matter needs to be fully ventilated.

The Barbados-based Caribbean Ex-
aminations Council (CXC) last month
reported that only 36 per cent of students
across the region received passing
grades for mathematics at the Caribbean
Secondary  Education  Certificate
(CSEC), a seven percentage point de-
crease compared to last year.

CXC’s Director of Operations, Dr
Nicole Manning emphasized the need
for improvement in each territory.

Addressing the commissioning of
the new Yarrowkabra Secondary School,
President Ali that the matter will be dis-
cussed by regional leaders even as he
suggested that declining grades in math-
ematics might be due to the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic.

“The issue of mathematics has now
captured the attention of every single
head of state and prime minister in the
region, and it is now an agenda for the
Heads of Government in CARICOM.
That is to tell you the issues and chal-
lenges that we face,” Ali told the cere-
mony.

He said Barbados’ Prime Minister,
Mia Mottley, had recently told him that
she intended to take the issue of maths
to the next CARICOM summit slated
for February 2025 in Bridgetown be-
cause she believed that the region was in
a crisis in mathematics.

“It is not a Jamaica issue, Barbados
issue, Trinidad issue or your Guyana
issue. It has now become a collective
issue that we must address and here in
Guyana, we have to be innovative,” Ali
said.

According to the CXC results,
Guyana recorded a CSEC Mathematics’
pass rate of 31 per cent this year com-
pared to 34 per cent last year.

Ali wondered whether the declin-
ing rate of success was linked to the
more than two-year long COVID-19
pandemic.

“Now also COVID, mathematics
required more direct contact, more

group, more analytics, more teachers-to-

student relationship, more teaching time,
whether COVID itself had a greater im-
pact on students’ performance in math-
ematics than other subject area, because
you can read and follow in other subject
areas, but in mathematics, you need to
have more problem-solving approach.
“You have to do formulas, under-
stand formulas, understand analytics.
That can be also an offshoot of the prob-
lem of COVID,” he said, adding that
other reasons for Guyana’s declining
math performance might be the effec-
tiveness of teaching delivery, children

shying away from the problem-solving
mode of mathematics, and fear of the
subject.

Ali said he has asked Education
Minister Priya Manickchand not to
await for next year’s CARICOM discus-
sion on maths but conduct introspection,
and ascertain what globally available
tools could be used to improve perform-
ance in the subject.

“We’re investing in the digitization
of education, the digitization of our text-
books, the digitization of our teaching
material, the digitization of our learning
material, digitization of our delivery,” he
said.

The Yarrowkabra Secondary
School is catering for an estimated 1,019

students from several villages along the
Soesdyke/Linden Highway.

The GYD$790 million learning fa-
cility features 11 departments including
entrepreneurial, STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics) and TVET skills, with a
dedicated cohort of 65 teachers.

Ali said the infrastructure is only
one component of the government’s bid
to ensure every child has access to world
class education.

“We can have the best facilities, but
if we also do not invest in human re-
sources that will help this facility to
manifest the type of results that you’re
investing for, then you will have a mis-
match,” he said.

Irfaan Ali

OGDEN

Funerar Homes

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden's always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningful and fit comfortably within your budget. Just some
of the ways that we as a family care for yours.

Family owned and operated since 1948.

4164 Hiwppil_:'ﬂ Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M15113

W u-'w.ngdcn funeralhome.com
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We re simply the best West Indian store in town.

CranBerry Wata

Flavoured Water
600 ml

Paldo Aloe
Vera Drink
15L
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Grace Condensed
Sweetened
Whitener 297 ml
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Supligen Liquid
Meal Supplement
330 ml Seamoss Only

Cow & Calf
Corn Starch
400 g
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

Milo Chocolate
Malt Drink Mix
900 g

National
Spiced Bun
340 g

Raaz
Canola Oil
3L

1 .

Cedar
Parboiled Rice
8 kg
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Nissin Chicken
Cup Noodles

Ribena BlackCurrant

Concentrate
850 ml

SMALL RED
BEANS

Nupak Small

SMALL RED
BEANS

Chico Sardines Grace Yellow Nupak
In Tomato Red Beans Corn Meal White Corn Meal
Sauce 425 g 540 ml each 2 kg 101b eaol

Large
Cardboard Barrel

Linda
Laundry Soap
1859
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i
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Heavy Duty
Aluminum Foil
25 Sq Ft
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Alcohol Solution
473 ml
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Delicious Jamaican Dish

Frozen Grown From Australia Froz.en Easy Coo!(ed Burnt Salted
Square,Cut Free Range fiimmediOxialliy
Mutton Shoulder "5k, GaoitiMeqt m

439

Frozen or
Prewously

Frozen
Chicken Wings

Salted Large
*j; Cod.Fish

Chlcken I.eg

uurters
Flamlngo

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

Half 5 Ib Box 5 kg box

Fresh Seafood Cafches

Fresh Yellow Tail Fresh
Snappers 1/2-1 1b DoctorlFish

W

Fresh Punumu Fresh Atlantic
Whole Salmon

;‘%
y AT

Fresh Tilapia

$7|?a?|: Ibasls $3|b°"’ $

299

b as is

Fresh Jamaican Fresh Large
Sweet Potatoes Eddoes

------------------------------------------------------------------

4 )
Five Locations To Serve You Better P kil Wd. Sept. 181 3024

Although we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the rlght to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

=
T ARV, '@ Danforth Food Market ERr §
[ o ol s et B Fre
3701 Keele St. 416-740-987Q ‘f, 416-439-6397 : Soutt’?/ =
416-398-8123 ] > 289-298-0399
S i =
(G} 2
= b
= S
3+ >
Dundas St. E. >
= Glidden Rd. =
Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours
Monday- Frlday 9amto 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Fri.-Sat.9am to 9 pm Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 8 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 6 pm Sunday 9 amto 7 pm

Serve YOII Betler DFM
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& LOTUS

Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

CHARLIE'S
CATERING
SERVICE

L)

:
youT v i Rt Bafs nly e are ! For all your catering
|

N et T needs please call
+ Corporate Events » Weddings WE CATER TO ALL YOUR 905-949-0663 or
and other Social Events CARIBEEAN MEEDS. email us at
Not sure how much food you'll need? Al meats
WE CAN HELP YOU! _n--n":"'- darfescaistammculineghotmal.om

W vl gt e gl amoey of food io maemge
i Fe vk o ponr dodr
1 have erenfy oo and [y s i N s warde
e . JO55 MHurontarno SL Mississauga, LSA 2G0
Full Catering for Hindu religious wowrw. C harle sc anbbeancuisine .com
o wilh W TR ¥ SeTsin
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CHET SHARMA i

B.A, B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B.
Barrister, Sollcltor & Notary Public

. GENERAL PRACTICE

| Immigration Law
Criminal Law

Divorce & Famlily Law

Office: 416-285-1550 )
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Res: 416-284-9191

150 Lawson Road, Toronto

Farmers from Mocha and other surrounding communities on the East
Bank of Demerara are set to benefit from additional inputs to further develop

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK! Mocha a ‘very productive area’

AC Services their agricultural activities.
Brakes This was disclosed by Agriculture Minister, Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha dur-
e = ing a ministerial meeting on Wednesday.
WAL 1 L.

S G AUTO WORK E‘E{_t"ca'l E}rs.ti:"h‘E'i Minister Mustapha along with several other Cabinet Ministers visited the

Engine Repair community to follow up on commitments made by Vice President, Dr. Bhar-
Stanlev G, MNew & Usad Tires rat Jagdeo during a meeting earlier in the week.

Steering . .While engaging farmers and residents during a commu.nity w:fllkabout,
416.285.5875 Suspension Minister Mustapha said that the government has been working assiduously to

improve agriculture in Mocha. He also said that the ministry has several on-
going programmes to boost production in the cultivation areas.

“This is one of the areas receiving a fair share of assistance from the
1940 Ellesmere Bd, Linn 14 Ministry and the government and we will continue to work with you to de-
Scarborough, ON, MIH2VT velop the agriculture sector here. Since our first visit, farmers have benefited
from better breeds of swine, black giant birds, and improvements to the
drainage and irrigation systems in their farms. Currently, two excavators are
working in the area to clear internal drains. To date, twenty-seven internal
drains have been cleared and that programme will continue.”

CHARLEV'S || [JEtwiniimasviy
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE

For all your catering Bl P

Not sure how much food you need? We'll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-
mize your cost.

Transmission Repair
semuoworkiahotmail_com

ik b i 5.1 B! § L
Torestn I

Diwinthinnt wa $179 TV

needs

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (6randma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

.........................
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No Frills® and MaxiMD Join the Cricket
Canada Family as Official Grocery Partner

No Frills® and MaxiMD,
Canada’s popular hard discount gro-
cery retailers, are thrilled to announce
an exciting new partnership with
Cricket Canada as its Official Grocery
Partner.

“As Canada’s fastest-growing
sport, cricket has captured the hearts of
many and brings communities together
through the power of teamwork, pas-
sion and a shared love for the game,”
said Melanie Singh, President of Hard
Discount, Loblaw Companies. “We
look forward to working closely with
Cricket Canada to bring customers and
fans closer to the sport they love and
ensuring our contributions make a
meaningful and lasting impact.”

This partnership establishes No
Frills® as a key sponsor for select in-
ternational matches organized by
Cricket Canada on Canadian soil. The
inaugural event under this new part-
nership will be the No Frills® T20
Cup, an international tri-nation T20
cricket series featuring Canada, Nepal,
and Oman. Set to take place later this
month at the Maple Leaf Cricket
Ground in King City, Ontario; this se-
ries promises to deliver thrilling
cricket action to fans across Canada
and further elevate the sport's profile
in North America.

,f'f
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Amjad Bajwa, President of Cricket Canada

Through this partnership, No
Frills® and MaxiMD will support and
invest in the growth of cricket in
Canada. This includes a range of expe-
riential activations in-store and at
Cricket Canada events, as well as Na-
tional Team matches.

Amjad Bajwa, President of
Cricket Canada, expressed his enthusi-
asm for the partnership: “Cricket
Canada is thrilled to partner with
iconic Canadian grocery brands that
are so entrenched in the daily life of so

many Canadians. No Frills® and Max-
iMD share our commitment to com-
munity and accessibility. This exciting
new partnership represents a signifi-
cant step in our mission to not only en-
hance our National Teams and
programs but also to grow the sport
and help make cricket more accessible
to Canadians from all walks of life.”
For more information on the No
Frills® T20 Cup, including match
schedules, visit Cricket Canada's offi-
cial digital channels or buy tickets di-

rectly here.

Loblaw Companies Limited
brings food, pharmacy, beauty, apparel
and financial services to customers
through many of Canada’s favourite
and most-trusted brands: President’s
Choice®, No Name®, Loblaws®,
Shoppers Drug Mart®, Maxi (md) No
Frills®, Real Canadian Superstore®,
T&T®, Joe Fresh®, PC Express™ and
PC Financial®. The Company’s loy-
alty program, PC Optimum™, has
more than 16 million active members
and is one of Canada’s largest and
best-loved reward programs.

Loblaw’s purpose is to help Cana-
dians live life well. It makes good food
affordable, health, beauty and wellness
accessible, saving for the future possi-
ble, and essential style achievable.

Cricket Canada is the official
governing body for the sport of cricket
in Canada, overseeing and promoting
the development of the game at all lev-
els. With a focus on inclusivity and ex-
cellence, Cricket Canada is dedicated
to fostering a vibrant cricketing com-
munity and achieving success on the
international stage. Cricket Canada is
recognized by the International Cricket
Council, the Government of Canada
and the Canadian Olympic Committee.
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President Dr. Mohammed Irfaan Ali hosted a dinner in honour of the delegates attending the 46th Conference of the Caribbean, the Americas
and the Atlantic Region of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. Here, a dance group from one of Guyana’s indigenous peoples enter-
tain Ali and some guests during the dinner function.
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National funeral for Sir Shridath
Ramphal in Guyana on Sept. 14

The government of Guyana has
announced plans for a national funeral
in honor of Sir Shridath Surendranath
“Sonny” Ramphal, recognizing his im-
pactful life and legacy.

President Irfaan Ali announced on
Saturday that the service will take
place on September 14 at the Prome-
nade Gardens in Georgetown, starting
at 3:00 PM (local time).

“Sir Shridath, a cherished son of
Guyana and former Commonwealth
Secretary-General, is celebrated as a
giant in global diplomacy. His lifelong
service to Guyana, the Caribbean, the
Commonwealth, and the wider world
will be remembered,” President Ali
said.

Following the ceremony, Sir Shri-
dath will be laid to rest at The Place of
the Seven Ponds in the Botanical Gar-
dens.

The funeral will feature full cere-
monial honors to acknowledge Sir
Shridath’s significant contributions, in-
cluding his efforts to protect Guyana’s
sovereignty and his influence on inter-
national affairs.

Guyana cops suspected of involvement in drug smugg

As investigations into the discovery
of 4.4 tons of cocaine buried near an il-
legal airstrip in Guyana widens, investi-
gators from the Customs Anti-Narcotics
Unit are examining the alleged involve-
ment of police officers who may be sta-
tioned in communities in the area.

When it launched its probe of ille-
gal airstrips and the movement of drugs
in the region, the police in the area were
left in the dark.

The unit turned to the Guyana De-
fence Force and the US Drug Enforce-
ment Agency for support.

According to a report published by
NewsSource Guyana, the move by the
unit may have been triggered by allega-
tions of police collusion in the move-
ment of illegal aircraft and drugs in the
Region One area.

Questioned about those reports, the
unit’s director James Singh said the act-
ing police commissioner and the Crime
Chief have both been briefed on the re-
ports.

“From all indications, most of the
persons involved in this are foreign na-
tionals. There is some speculation that
there was some local assistance and that
is still being investigated. As you alluded
to just now, about the involvement of po-
lice and other law enforcement persons,

The government has invited all
Guyanese to attend and pay their re-
spects to “a man whose visionary lead-
ership and unwavering commitment

the Commissioner of Police and I had a
meeting last evening along with the
Crime Chief and we are working on that
together,” Singh said.

Meanwhile, Acting Police Commis-
sioner Clifton Hicken said he is unaware
of the reports of the possible involve-
ment of police officers.

Hicken said he first learnt of the al-
legations through the media.

“I don’t know about that. 1 saw
something published in the papers, and

have left an indelible mark both nation-
ally and internationally.”

Sir Shridath, a former minister of
justice and foreign affairs for Guyana,

we don’t do it like that. If there is an in-
volvement, there will be an investiga-
tion. CANU is dealing with it in this
regard,” Hicken said.

Singh said it is clear from the ter-
rain of the area where the illegal airstrip
and the drugs were discovered that there
must have been some local support.

“This could not have gone without
some assistance. And that is why we are
working with various agencies, as well
as engaging persons in the community to

SIR SHRIDATH “SONNY" RAMPHAL

passed away on August 30 at the age of
95. He once wrote that his life was
guided more by instinct than by culti-

vated ambitions.
[ J
ling

find out who might have assisted and did
they know what they were doing. Were
they duped into thinking they were
building an airstrip for mining conces-
sions or did they know exactly that, be-
cause something of that magnitude, if
you are having a plane there, they had to
build an airstrip and supply the plane
with fuel and so all of these things show
that there was some connection here in
Guyana, we just have to know how far,”
he stated.

Home for sale:

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice.

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toilets,
central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water filter, auto-
matic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new perkins genera-
tor no blackouts ready to move in and start dwelling, concrete yard.
For more information contact via WhatsApp:

+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813
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Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month!

Monthly Lifestyle & Entertainment Magazine

www.limemag.ca
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Bollywood stars Shah Rukh Khan and Salman Khan on the set of Bigg Boss

Bollywood meets Disney: mega
merger brings entertainment bonanza

Imagine binge-watching The Bear, Succes-
sion, Deadpool and reality show Bigg Boss all on
one platform - an entertainment bonanza could be
just around the corner for Indians if a blockbuster
streaming merger goes through as expected.

The deal, which brings together the media as-
sets of India's largest conglomerate Reliance In-
dustries and entertainment giant Walt Disney, has
sparked both excitement and concerns over poten-
tial monopolistic dominance in the Indian enter-
tainment and advertising industries.

The $8.5bn (£6.5bn) merger aims to create
India's largest entertainment company, potentially
capturing 40% of the TV market, reaching 750
million viewers across 120 channels, and dominat-
ing the advertising sector.

This gives Disney a stronger foothold in the
challenging Indian market while supporting Re-
liance's expansion efforts. It also pits the new en-
tertainment behemoth against popular rivals such
as Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, Sony and 50-odd
other streaming platforms.

Consider the reach of this new entertainment
giant: Disney's Star India operates more than 70
TV channels in eight languages, while Reliance's
Viacom18 runs 38 channels in eight languages.
Both own major streaming platforms - Jio Cinema
and Hotstar - and film studios.

India approves $8.5bn Reliance-Disney en-
tertainment mega-merger

Their influence is further amplified by own-
ing the broadcasting rights to a significant number
of India's sports events, including the hugely pop-
ular Indian Premier League cricket tournament.

In a cricket-obsessed nation, this is a prime
business position. The merged entity is estimated
to control 75-80% of the Indian sports streaming
market across both linear TV and digital platforms,
according to Elara Capital, a global investment and
advisory firm.

Their dominance in this sector, especially
cricket, means that Reliance and Disney will com-
mand a substantial share of the overall advertise-
ment market. It showcases “strong growth in an
industry where sports is a key driver of viewership
on both TV and digital platforms”, says Karan Tau-
rani, an analyst at Elara Capital, who calls it a

"large media juggernaut”.

Though the merger promises to offer con-
sumers diverse content, critics wonder if it puts too
much power in the hands of one player.

“The emergence of a giant in the market...
with the next competitor struggling with market
share in a single digit, would make any competi-
tion agency sit up and take notice,” says KK
Sharma, who formerly headed the merger control
division of the Competition Commission of India
(CCD.

This is why, analysts say, India’s competition
watchdog scrutinised the agreement before ap-
proving the deal with a caveat that makes it “sub-
ject to the compliance of voluntary modifications".

The companies have not made these “volun-
tary modifications” public yet, but reports say that
the two companies have pledged to not raise ad-
vertising rates excessively while streaming cricket
matches.

The deal hinges on these assurances, Mr
Sharma adds, because the CCI "retains its authority
to even divide the enterprise - if the dominant en-
terprise becomes a threat to competition in the
market”.

In an increasingly competitive but expanding
Indian streaming market, both Disney and Re-
liance have a lot to gain from the deal, which al-
lows them a chance to consolidate their pole
position.

But experts warn that it may also mean a po-
tential drop in the business earnings of smaller
players.

"The Indian market values bundling and is
price-sensitive. [Subscribing to] this combined en-
tity can offer a comprehensive package including
[access to] web series, movies, sports, original
content, and a global catalogue," says Mr Taurani.

And if the combined company can also lever-
age the large telecom subscriber base of Reliance
Jio, other streaming companies may find it hard to
raise prices, he adds. The Reliance Group has a
tried-and-tested business strategy that has allowed
it to thrive in the price-sensitive Indian market: it
offered cheap mobile data when it launched Jio in
2016, and its JioCinema streaming subscription is
available for as little as 29 rupees.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): Your attempts to resolve
a domestic dispute could backfire today, for the simple reason
that loved ones are not in the mood to meet you halfway. With
that fact in mind, keep a low profile and let the situation cool
down in its own time.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): The Sun in the most dy-
namic area of your chart means you want the best and you
want it now, but other aspects warn you could over-extend
yourself today, so be careful. It may feel as if you possess un-
limited reserves of energy but you don’t.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): You won’t reach an im-
portant objective just by working harder — you will also need
to plan ahead and have a clear idea of how you are going to
get from where you are now to where you most want to be.
Get that big brain of yours working.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Your ambitions may
seem a bit vague at the moment but that’s okay — in fact it may
even be good in that you are less likely to limit yourself to one
specific aim while ignoring the rest. The most important thing
now is that you are adaptable.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): No matter how hard you try to
wriggle out of an obligation of some kind you won’t succeed,
so you might as well face it head on and do what is expected
of you — and what you promised. Don’t get a reputation for
letting people down.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): New faces will be coming
into your social sphere and new relationships will be formed
and so long as you don’t take any of them too seriously you
will have a lot of fun. It seems like everyone wants to be your
special friend at the moment.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): The Sun in the most sensi-
tive area of your chart may be a disruptive influence but it does
not have the power to stop you from following your dreams.
And if your dreams and other people’s dreams happen to co-
incide it could be magic.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): By all means get more
involved in a social movement of some kind but don’t take it
so seriously that other areas of your life are neglected. A sense
of balance is needed in all things, even when it comes to mak-
ing the world a better place.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): You need to take
extra care when dealing with people in positions of power.
Don’t just assume that because your aims and their aims are
similar that they will be on your side. It could be that one of
your rivals has made them a better offer.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): Not everyone is as
robust as you, so if a loved one seems to be hurt by something
you have said or done you must take their concerns seriously.
Yes, they may be dramatizing the situation but could you have
been more sensitive of their feelings?

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): No matter how eager
you may be to get started on a new project you must first make
time for something of a more routine nature. It may be boring
but if you leave it undone it could come back to haunt you later
on. Don’t risk it.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): What happens over the
next 24 hours will force you to reassess your current situation.
The fact is that things are neither as bad as you fear they are
nor as good as you dream they might be but somewhere in the
middle, so don’t overreact.

(o] 1] 4
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Former Trinidadian Olympian jailed
in USA for gun smuggllng

Former Trinidad cyclist Varun Ma-
harajh has been sentenced to seven years
in a US prison for smuggling firearms
overseas and possessing firearms as an
unlawful alien.

The US Department of Justice said
Mabharjh pleaded guilty to the charges on
March 21, 2024.

The court also ordered Maharajh to
forfeit the firearms and ammunition
seized in the case.

According to court documents, on
June 28, 2022, Maharajh shipped a par-
cel to London containing a microwave
with five concealed pistols inside. The
package contained a Taurus G2C pistol,
a Glock 17 Gen 5 pistol, two Glock 19
Gen 5 pistols, and 59 rounds of 9 mm
ammunition. The serial numbers were
obliterated on the firearms and Maharajh
used a fake name, “Kelvin Singh,” to
ship the package.

On July 18, 2022, Maharajh
dropped off a package at a freight for-
warding company in Miami. The pack-
age was addressed to Trinidad and
Tobago and Maharajh worked with an
intermediary who filled out the paper-
work. According to the release, the pack-
age contained a tent with two AK-47
style firearms concealed within its folds
along with a microwave containing pis-
tols.

US officials said while Maharajh
worked with another individual, he did
show a fake ID with the name “Kelvin
Singh” to the freight forwarding com-
pany when he dropped off the package.

Maharajh was arrested in Indian
River County on November 19, 2023,
and engaged in a high-speed chase on I-
95 before totaling his vehicle and at-
tempting to flee on foot.

Mabharjh is believed to have entered
the United States in 2020 and stayed
without legal status. Maharajh was pre-

Varun Maharajh pictured here during his Olympic qualifier

viously a World Cup cyclist for Trinidad
and Tobago and qualified for the
Olympics in 2016.

United States Ambassador Candace

Bond said: “This latest conviction repre-
sents the commitment of United States
law enforcement agencies to collaborate
with their Trinidad and Tobago counter-

parts... to arrest, prosecute, and disrupt
illicit weapons trafficking networks from
the United States.”

Women deported after attack on A&B official

Two Jamaican women are facing
legal repercussions and deportation fol-
lowing an altercation with an immigra-
tion officer at VC Bird International
Airport on September 1.

Alicia Ricketts, who, along with
her friend, was being denied re-entry
into Antigua, assaulted the officer by
kicking her in the chest. Ricketts was
also charged with malicious damage
for tearing the officer’s uniform and for
resisting arrest.

Appearing in All Saints Court be-
fore Magistrate Ngaio Emanuel on
Wednesday, Ricketts pleaded guilty to
all charges. She was fined $400 for bat-
tery, with the alternative of seven days
in prison if unpaid, and was repri-
manded and discharged for the mali-
cious damage. Additionally, she
received a $500 fine for resisting arrest,
with another seven-day prison sentence
if the fine is not paid.

Her companion, Renea Nelson,

was fined $250 for disorderly conduct
due to excessive noise, with a three-day
imprisonment term if the fine goes un-
paid.

Following the court hearing, im-
migration officials ordered the deporta-
tion of both women, who are scheduled
to return to Jamaica on Sunday.

In a separate incident, 62-year-old
Jamaican Corrol Lee Gayle was also
deported from Antigua. Gayle, who ar-
rived by boat without authorization,
was charged with unlawful entry, enter-
ing through an undesignated port, and
failure to present himself to immigra-
tion authorities. He had overstayed his
permit, which expired in December
2018.

Gayle pleaded guilty to all
charges, was reprimanded and dis-
charged, but was ordered deported at
the request of immigration officials. He
was detained overnight and left An-
tigua the next day.

n
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Alicia Ricketts and Renea Nelson
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PM Holness responds to criticisms of
continued use of SOEs in Jamaica

Jamaica’s Prime Minister Andrew
Holness did not mince words when re-
sponding to criticisms of his govern-
ment’s ongoing use of States of
Emergencies (SOEs) in Jamaica as a
method of tackling crime.

Last week, the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR) expressed ‘“concern over Ja-
maica’s continued use of states of pub-
lic emergency (SOEs).”

In a statement, IACHR called on
the Jamaican government “to ensure
that measures used to prevent and com-
bat crime are implemented in accor-
dance with international human rights
standards.”

The commission said it took note
that the Jamaican government imposed
an SOE for the parish of Clarendon on
August 14 after a mass shooting in
Cherry Tree Lane in the parish, which
resulted in the deaths of eight persons.

IACHR said under the Jamaican
Constitution, during an SOE, “the Gov-
ernment temporarily grants security
forces additional powers, including
warrantless searches, arrest and deten-
tion.”

The commission added that under
the organs of the Inter-American Sys-
tem of Human Rights, “the suspension
of guarantees is a provision that can be
implemented in the extraordinary cir-
cumstances indicated in Article 27 of
the American Convention, such as war,
public danger, or another emergency
that threatens a state’s independence or
security.”

On that score, the IACHR said:
“The state of Jamaica must abide by the
international obligations it has as-
sumed, which establish requirements

and limits for adopting such excep-
tional mechanisms for suspending the
rights and guarantees protected by the
convention.

“The IACHR urges that these
measures should not be made part of
the country’s permanent security pol-
icy,” it advised.

But in firing back at such state-
ments on the government’s crime-fight-
ing methods, Holness said what is
missing in the conversation is “the re-
spect for the rights of the victims.”

“No one speaks about the rights of
the victims, (and) those families who
have lost loved ones. ... No interna-
tional agency is coming to say, ‘Protect
the innocent!””” Holness stated.

Holness also said that Jamaica
does not need to be told to respect the
human rights of its citizens, as this is
paramount to members of the Jamaica
Constabulary Force (JCF).

“In the transformation of the JCF,
every officer here will tell you that in
their training, in all their development
courses, respect for citizens’ rights, re-
spect for human rights, is paramount,
including in our operations, including
in our equipping of the force, in the use
of force, in every aspect of it, and |
urge the JCF to continue on this path to
show the world that we don’t need to
be told to respect human rights; that is
something that is ingrained in us,” said
Holness.

The prime minister said when
crime rates or any other issues surpass
manageable levels in developed na-
tions, their governments often invoke
extraordinary measures to address the
issues, without facing criticism from
the international community.

Prime Minister of Jamaica Andrew Holness

Holness also pointed out that
major crimes are now down by 20% so
far this year because of SOEs and other
measures.

“We don’t rely on SOEs anymore,
because we are building capacity, and
you would have seen that in the last
three years, the number of gang cases
that we would have brought to courts,
and the number of gangs that we have
disrupted and dismantled, were more
than in the last 30 years,” Holness as-

serted.

“So, I want Jamaicans to under-
stand that your Government is acting in
your best interest, and that those who
don’t understand what is happening in
Jamaica should get the right informa-
tion before they speak, and support the
Government of Jamaica in ensuring
that our citizens are safe, and we will
not relent against the criminals,” Hol-
ness stated.

Sandals offers free vacations to Caribbean Olymic medallists

Caribbean athletes who medaled at
the Paris Olympic Games and who are
from islands where Sandals Resorts In-
ternational operates have been offered
complimentary vacations by the award-
winning resort brand.

“The Olympic Games are always a
special time for us here in the
Caribbean. Our athletes are incredibly
talented and we are thrilled to witness
their wins and record-making perform-
ances. On behalf of our entire Sandals
family, we excitedly celebrate with our
Olympic medalists and we look for-
ward to hosting them for a relaxing va-
cation at Sandals,” Sandals Executive
Chairman Adam Stewart said in a press
release.

Jamaicans Rojé Stona, Kishane
Thompson, Shanieka Ricketts, Rajindra
Campbell, Wayne Pinnock and
Rasheed Broadbell, as well as St
Lucia’s Julien Alfred, Grenada’s Lin-
don Victor and Anderson Peters will re-

Sandals St Lucia is part of the hotel resort chain in the Caribbean which will be offering the free vacations

ceive complimentary one-week vaca-
tions at any Sandals or Beaches resort
across the region, the resort chain
stated. This latest show of support for
Caribbean athletes has become a hall-
mark of Sandals Resorts almost 100

Olympians from the Caribbean islands
where Sandals Resorts International
operates were gifted complimentary va-
cation stays by the company’s Execu-
tive Chairman Adam Stewart in
recognition of their valiant efforts at the

2020 Tokyo Olympics.

The resort chain has also been a
major sponsor of regional sports such
as the West Indies Cricket team and
multiple motorsport athletes among
many others.
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CARICOM committed to building
links with African continent

Chairman of the Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM), Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell, says the regional
body remains committed to building
stronger ties between the Caribbean
Community and the African continent.

In a message to mark CARICOM-
Africa Day, he said this day, observed
annually on September 7, serves to
“concretize our joint dedication to ever-
increasing cooperation and partnership.
Since then, we have worked together to
deepen this special relationship
founded on our ancestral bonds and
common aspirations.”

“Our joint efforts have focused on
cooperation on health, climate change
mitigation and adaptation, financing for h
development, and reparatory justice for
the crimes of the transatlantic slave
trade that impacted our Regions. We
recognize that with even greater collab-
oration, much more can be done to ad-
dress the significant challenges that
remain, including on the impact of cli-
mate change.”

He noted that the economic part-
nership between CARICOM and Africa
continues to grow, as demonstrated by
the hosting of the Thirty-First Annual
Afreximbank Meetings and the Third
AfriCaribbean Trade and Investment
Forum in Nassau, The Bahamas in June
2024.

.

partnership.
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This marked the first time that the
Annual Afreximbank Meetings have
been held in the Caribbean, underscor-
ing the significant growth of economic
opportunities fueled by this valued

“This collaboration has begun to
provide crucial financing to the Com-

iy

Caricom chairman Dickon Mitchell
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munity and play a pivotal role in en-
hancing trade and investment between
CARICOM and Africa,” he noted.

The CARICOM chairman pointed
to the Health Development Partnership
for Africa and the Caribbean (HeD-
PAC), saying this demonstrates “the re-
markable potential and is a highlight of

CARICOM-Africa cooperation. As we
continue to navigate the aftermath of
the COVID-19 pandemic and seek to
build on the critical lessons learned,
strengthened cooperation between
CARICOM and HeDPAC will be in-
strumental in bolstering our Region’s
health capacities. It will enhance pri-
mary health care and improve pharma-
ceutical equity through local production
of medical products, thus contributing
to improved health outcomes for the
people of CARICOM and Africa.”

He noted that CARICOM remains
committed to continued engagement
and strengthened relations with Africa,
including at the Ministerial level, build-
ing on the foundation laid during the
2021 CARICOM-Africa Summit.

“Our partnership is set to become
a beacon of South-South cooperation,
benefiting both our societies amid an
increasingly complex and challenging
global environment. Building on the
notable progress made in recent years,
let us continue to work together to-
wards a future of even greater interre-
gional collaboration between
CARICOM and Africa.”

“I extend warmest regards and
best wishes for increased prosperity to
the People and Governments of Africa,
as we partner to fortify the fraternal ties
that bind our Regions.”

Barbados elected chair of Caribbean Tourism

Barbados has taken over chairmanship of the
Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO).

Barbados was elected chair last week at the
CTO’s Ministerial Council meeting held in the Cay-
man Islands during the organization’s annual State of
the Tourism Industry Conference (SOTIC).

Minister of Tourism and International Transport
for Barbados, lan Gooding-Edghill, will chair the
Council of Ministers and Commissioners of Tourism,
while Andrea Franklin, CEO of Barbados Tourism
Marketing, will serve as chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors.

Barbados is succeeding outgoing chair Cayman
Islands, which was led by Minister of Tourism and
Ports, Kenneth Bryan, and Director of Tourism, Rosa
Harris.

The CTO highlighted that under Cayman leader-
ship, several successes were achieved, including the
re-engagement of members and the return of the US
Virgin Islands and Bermuda.

In a comment, the outgoing chairman said: “I
hope that I’'m leaving this organization in a stronger
position and well placed to meet the opportunities and
the challenges ahead.”

Gooding-Edghill expressed his gratitude for the
opportunity to lead the CTO.

“We are all in this together. We have a lot of
work to do,” he stated. “I also want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank my colleague, Minister Bryan...for all
that you’ve contributed over the last two years. Under
my leadership, with the help of all of my colleagues,
we will certainly continue to advance the cause of the
Caribbean Tourism Organization.”

Barbados will lead the CTO for a two year term.

The Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO), is
the region’s tourism development agency, with 25
Dutch, English and French country members and a
myriad of private sector allied members. The CTO’s
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New CTO Chairman lan Gooding-Edghill of Barbados (left) with predecessor Kenneth Bryan

vision is to position the Caribbean as the most desir-
able, year-round, warm weather destination. Its pur-
pose is Leading Sustainable Tourism — One Sea, One
Voice, One Caribbean. The primary objective of the

CTO is to provide to and through its members the
services and information necessary for the develop-
ment of sustainable tourism for the economic and so-
cial benefit of the Caribbean people.
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Canadian blogger facing more legal
problems In Trinidad

;-
™

T&T NATIONAL Security Minis-
ter Fitzgerald Hinds has agreed not to de-
port Canadian YouTuber Christopher
“Chris Must List” Hughes and to release
him as soon as possible.

Justice Robin Mohammed was told
of this agreed position at a late-afternoon
hearing on September 9.

Senior Counsel Gregory Delzin,
lead attorney for the Chief Immigration
Officer and the Attorney General, said
Hughes would be released as soon as
possible, pending the hearing and deter-
mination of his legal challenge.

“We will try to do it today, or to-
morrow first thing.”

Hughes's legal team of Jagdeo
Singh, Gerald Ramdeen, Karina Singh,
Dayadai Harripaul and Vashiest Seeper-
sad confirmed the agreement.

Assurances were also given that the
terms of the deportation order for
Hughes’ return to Trinidad and Tobago
(TT), if he is successful in having his bail
varied so he can return to Canada, would
not be effected until the matter is deter-
mined.

At the hearing before Mohammed,
Ramdeen had raised concern that the de-
portation ordered Hughes, upon deporta-
tion, to remain outside TT. But Delzin
said if Hughes leaves the country, he
would be able to return.

Delzin said he could not give an un-
dertaking to suspend the deportation
order, since he was not the minister, but
told the court

National Security Minister Fitzger-
ald Hinds would not frustrate its jurisdic-
tion.

Hughes is seeking to have his bail
conditions varied so as to be allowed to
return to Canada, as he has previously
done. A hearing was set for September 9,
but this has been pushed to September
13.

On Monday, Mohammed set time-

Christopher Hughes

lines for filing evidence, and a case-man-
agement hearing has been fixed for Oc-
tober 23.

Early on Monday, Hughes’s attor-
neys approached the High Court to chal-
lenge his deportation and continued
detention by immigration.

A new application was filed seeking
Hughes’ immediate release and an in-

f L

junction to prevent the State from taking
steps to remove him from the jurisdiction
pending the hearing and determination
of the matter.

Hughes, 46, who is before the court
on a sedition charge, was arrested for a
third time on September 7 at the house
in Diego Martin where he had been or-
dered to stay as part of his bail condi-

tions.

Since his arrest, Hughes has been
detained at the Immigration Detention
Centre in Aripo. Justice Kevin Ramcha-
ran granted an emergency injunction on
September 8 to allow his attorneys to get
access to him for instructions.

The Minister of National Security
also signed a deportation order on Satur-
day. Hughes was served with it when he
was arrested.

The vlogger’s legal team sought the
injunction after receiving no response to
a September 7 pre-action letter which
challenged Hughes’ latest arrest and de-
tention.

The letter said Hughes arrived in
Trinidad on August 18, as part of his re-
porting requirements for the sedition
matter in the magistrates’ court. The let-
ter said immigration officials permitted
Hughes entry at the Piarco International
Airport and at no time told him his status
was being revoked.

After the injunction was granted,
his attorneys were able to meet with him
at the IDC to get his instructions.

The newest application seeks a dec-
laration that the minister’s decision to
issue the deportation order was irra-
tional, unreasonable and illegal.

Hughes’s attorneys are seeking a
declaration that the decision to arrest and
detain Hughes on September 7, pending
deportation was in breach of his rights
and is unlawful.

They are also seeking to have the
deportation order quashed and an injunc-
tion to prevent the State from deporting
him at this time as well as damages.

The application said Hughes was
not given a right to be heard. It also said
he was being deprived of his right of ac-
cess to the court because of his detention
to have his bail condition varied so he
can travel before his next court appear-
ance in the magistrates’ court.

St. Lucia to introduce Kweyol in schools

The government of St. Lucia has
announced the launch of a pilot program
to introduce the Indigenous Kweydl lan-
guage, also known as Creole, into
schools.

The program will be implemented
in 15 institutions during the 2024/25 ac-
ademic year, marking a historic step to-
wards preserving the island’s cultural
heritage.

According to a statement from the
Office of the Prime Minister, efforts to
include Kwéyol in the school curricu-
lum have been ongoing for over four
decades. Prime Minister Philip J. Pierre
reaffirmed this commitment on Emanci-
pation Day in August 2022, when he an-
nounced the government’s intention to
make Kweyol part of the formal curricu-
lum.

Education Minister Shawn Edward

has now confirmed that the ground-
breaking St. Lucia Kwéyol Curriculum
Pilot Programme will officially begin, a
milestone that has been eagerly antici-
pated.

“For the first time, our students will
receive Kwéyol instructions in schools.
By including Kwéydl instructions in the
national school curriculum, the govern-
ment is demonstrating its commitment
to preserving our heritage for future
generations,” the statement read.

Kwéyol, a variety of Antillean Cre-
ole, is deeply rooted in St. Lucian cul-
ture. Like other Creole languages
spoken across the Caribbean, it evolved
from the interactions between enslaved
Africans and European colonizers, pri-
marily the French. It combines African
syntax with a Latin-based vocabulary,
mostly French, though some words are

PM Philip St Pierre

also derived from English and African
languages. Despite not having official
status, Kwéyol remains widely spoken
across St. Lucia and plays a vital role in

the island’s identity.

The language is especially promi-
nent in rural areas and continues to
thrive through oral tradition, festivals,
and cultural events such as Jounen
Kwéyol, celebrated annually in October.
In recent years, there has been a growing
movement to preserve Kwéyol as
younger generations become more re-
liant on English, which is the island’s of-
ficial language. Many government
communications and media outlets al-
ready present information in both
Kwéyol and English.

With this pilot program, the St. Lu-
cian government hopes to strengthen the
role of the language in everyday life, en-
suring that future generations are
equipped with the linguistic tools to
maintain this vital aspect of their her-
itage.
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T&T Auditor General: no accounting

The Special Report of the T&T Au-
ditor General on the Public Accounts for
the Financial Year 2023 says that, to
date, there has been no internal audit into
the understatement of revenue for the fi-
nancial year 2023 by the Ministry of Fi-
nance.

The report was prepared by Auditor
General Jaiwantie Ramdass and laid in
Parliament on September 9. It was pre-
pared after an overstatement of tax re-
funds and a subsequent under-reporting
of net revenue led to a $2.6 billion dis-
crepancy in the revenue figures for 2023.

The report said adjusted financial
statements received on May 29 showed
total receipts deposited into the Excheq-
uer Account for September 2023 were
adjusted to $11,588,720,312.10, a differ-
ence of $2,598,130,761.72 when com-
pared to $8,990,589,550.38, as shown on
the Exchequer Account Statements dated
January 31, 2024, and April 16, 2024.

It noted there were several discrep-
ancies in authorisation, segregation of
duties, reconciliations and monitoring
and reviewing related to these transac-
tions.

In terms of authorisation, the report
said there was no evidence that adjust-
ment vouchers IDAs (inter-departmen-
tal) were signed by the Comptroller of
Accounts to authorise changes to the
General Ledger Accounts. It said all ad-
justment vouchers to adjust refunds to-
talling $2,599,278,188.73 for financial
year 2023 were reviewed.

But it was also noted that none was
signed by the Comptroller of Accounts
as required.

The report said no evidence was
seen that debit advice slips, prepared by
the Comptroller of Accounts and sent to
the chairman of the Board of Inland Rev-
enue, were examined for unusual or ma-
terial transactions.

“Signatures of preparation, check-
ing, reviewing and approving debit ad-

yet for missing $2.6 billion
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T&T Auditor General Jaiwantie Ramdass

vice slips were not seen on the docu-
ments examined. As a result, Audit (Au-
ditor General) could not determine who
prepared, checked and reviewed the
debit advice slips.”

It said monthly reconciliation state-
ments on the Exchequer Account were
not prepared on a timely basis, with an
approximate average period of five
months before its preparation.

Regulation 13(4) of the Exchequer
and Audit Act Chapter 69:01 states,
“Each accounting unit shall have a check
staff and an independent internal audit
section.”

The report said evidence of internal
audit checks was not seen on any docu-
ments examined at the Inland Revenue
and Treasury Divisions.

“Documents such as vote books,
credit advices, debit advices, debit ad-
vice slips, adjustment vouchers, Central
Bank statements of account, other

charges vouchers and cheque listings
bore no signs of examination by internal
audit.

“There was a reported material mis-
statement of $2.599 billion in the State-
ment of Receipts and Disbursements
certified by the then chairman, Board of
Inland Revenue and the Statement of
Revenue from the Treasury Division. To
date, there is no Internal Audit Report on
this matter.”

The report noted the accounting
books and records of the Ministry of Fi-
nance were finalised on or after May 14,
2024. 1t said with the financial state-
ments being reconciled with the records
of the Treasury on May 14, 2024, on-
wards, the Statement of Declaration and
Certification, which were previously in-
cluded with the versions of financial
statements received on January 31, 2024,
April 15,2024, and April 16,2024, were
“wholly inaccurate.”

The report said the Finance Min-
istry stated the problem with the Central
Bank’s electronic cheque-clearing sys-
tem (ECCS) was that it “experienced a
system malfunction which resulted in er-
roneously overstated debit advices gen-
erated. Subsequently, the CBTT
corrected the inaccuracies by issuing re-
versal credit advices. However, the
Treasury Division does not have a record
of the receipt.

“As a result, the error was unknown
to the Inland Revenue Division and the
debit advices were processed to replen-
ish the sum initially debited from the
IRD Refund bank accounts.”

The Finance Ministry’s team, in re-
sponse to a letter on July 24, 2024, said
the internal audit reports on the operation
and implementation of the ECCS are
currently unavailable, but the Internal
Audit team is doing an audit of the Gen-
eral Ledger Services Unit and will pro-
vide a report on this area of concern.

The report further noted when
asked why the variance had occurred in
the financial statement for revenue for
2023, the Finance Ministry said it was
due to “posting errors, including double
booking of transactions and decimal-
point transposition errors which arose as
a result of the implementation of the new
ECCS at the Central Bank as well as the
Go Anywhere Platform...”.

The Auditor General said a meeting
was requested of the Central Bank to ex-
amine the system on June 25. On June
26, the bank asked for a scope of works
for the examination. Details were given
in a letter on June 28. It said on July 2,
the governor indicated: “The Central
Bank of Trinidad and Tobago is unable
to accommodate your request.”

It said requests were made to the
ministry’s permanent secretary as con-
tracts, Cabinet minutes and related infor-
mation linked to the ECCS. None of
these documents were received.

T&T Energy Company making ‘progress’ in Guyana, Suriname

T&T ENERGY Minister Stuart
Young has said the National Energy
Corporation is making good progress
with initiatives it is pursuing in Guyana
and Suriname.

That progress is demonstrated by
$36.3 million in revenue National En-
ergy received as a result of these initia-
tives over the last five years.

Young, who is currently acting
prime minister, was answering a ques-
tion from Opposition Senator Wade
Mark in the Senate on September 9.

He said National Energy has spent
$3,693,765 "from January 2017-May
2024, on efforts related to establishing
business in Guyana."

Over this period, he said, National
Energy had participated in several
events.

He said it had co-ordinated "the
submission to the pre-qualification pro-
posal for gas-to-energy project issued

by the government of the Co-operative
Republic of Guyana. "

The NGC (National Gas Com-
pany) group, Young continued, was
subsequently shortlisted for the request
for bids.

"Upon issuance of the RFP (re-
quest for proposals) bids packages, the
NGC group declined to participate fur-
ther."

Young said National Energy was
also contracted by a Guyanese com-
pany to provide technical assistance
and jointly explore "potential for part-
nership in the area of port infrastruc-
ture, development and operation."

The company, he said, has also en-
tered into strategic partnerships for pro-
viding marine support services for
operations in Guyana and Suriname.

Young said National Energy's
achievements over the last five years in
these initiatives included a revenue of

Stuart Young

$36,262,827, ten times the value of the
company's initial expenditure on estab-
lishing business in Guyana.

The $36,262,827 he quoted in-
cluded revenues of $350,000 for pro-
viding technical services, and
$35,912,363 for marine vessel services
in Guyana and Suriname.

Young congratulated National En-
ergy on "this outstanding revenue
earned."”

He told senators a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) between Suri-
name energy company Staatsolie and
National Energy in 2021 "explored op-
portunities for greater co-operation."

Young said National Energy
worked with Staatsolie to prepare a gas
monetisation study for Suriname.

National Energy's Guyana office,
meanwhile, is used, he said, "as a base
for engagement with senior officials
from both Guyana and Suriname."
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Barbados Royals hand St Kitts
Patriots 4th straight CPL loss

HOME team St Kitts and Nevis Pa-
triots (SKNP) staged a miraculous re-
covery after losing three wickets before
putting a run on the board versus Barba-
dos Royals in their 2024 Republic Bank
Caribbean Premier League(CPL) match
on September 6, but they eventually suc-
cumbed to a two-wicket loss — suffering
a fourth straight defeat in the process.

Sri  Lankan spinners Dunith
Wellalage (three for 35) and Maheesh
Theekshana (two for 26) spun SKNP
into their web early at Warner Park, Bas-
seterre, St Kitts as they accounted for the
scalps of the dangerous Evin Lewis,
Kyle Mayers and opposing captain
Andre Fletcher just eight balls into the
contest.

The SKNP innings needed rescu-
ing, and it was another Sri Lankan who
spearheaded the fightback as allrounder
Wanindu Hasaranga top-scored with 40
off 27 balls and shared in a key 82-run
partnership with Mikyle Louis (30 off 20
balls).

Man of the Match Wellalage
worked his magic in the ninth over,
though, as he took the wickets of
Hasaranga and new batsman Sherfane
Rutherford (duck) as SKNP slipped to 84
for five. In the next over, Hasaranga was
bowled by Obed McCoy (two for 23) as
SKNP slipped further into trouble at 84
for six.

An eighth-wicket partnership of 49
between Josh Clarkson (24 not out) and
Ryan John (29 off 14 balls) gave re-
spectability to the SKNP total as they
ended their innings on 153 for eight.

Despite posting the lowest score at
the Warner Park venue so far this season,
the SKNP bowlers kept their team in the
contest with timely wickets. At the ten-
over mark, the Royals were placed on 72
for four, with Mayers (two for 17) mak-
ing amends with the ball by removing
the opening pair of Rahkeem Cornwall
(duck) and Quinton de Kock (19).

Royals debutant Kadeem Alleyne
(30 off 18 balls) made a solid contribu-
tion and he helped his team finish the
power play in rollicking fashion as he hit
Hasaranga for a four and two sixes off
consecutive balls in the sixth over.

With the Royals in a spot of bother,
Hasaranga’s countryman Wellalage (39
off 32 balls) played a telling hand as he
shared in a 49-run partnership with West
Indies captain Rovman Powell (19) be-
fore a brilliant Rutherford throw saw
him being dismissed via the run out
route.

Powell was bowled by speedster
Anrich Nortje (one for 32) shortly after
Wellalage’s dismissal as the Royals slid
to 126 for 16 at the end of 17 overs.

The Royals needed 28 runs off the
last three overs, but their chase looked to
be in jeopardy at the start of the last over
when the experienced Jason Holder (17)
was dismissed by John (one for 21).

More drama followed as Theek-
shana was run out off the fourth ball of
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Royals spinner Maheesh Theekshana (R) celebrates the dismissal of Evin Lewis

the final over, with the Royals still need-
ing three runs for victory.

Former West Indies under-19 player
Nyeem Young (17 not out off seven
balls) calmed the Royals nerves and put
a dagger through the hearts of the SKNP
fans when he clouted John over long-off
for six to seal the win with a ball to
spare.

With the win, the Royals joined St
Lucia Kings and defending champions
Guyana Amazon Warriors on four points
and maintained their unbeaten record to
start the season. On September 8, the Pa-
triots will aim to snap a four-game losing
skid when they host new CPL franchise
Antigua and Barbuda Falcons.

Summarised Scores:

ST KITTS & NEVIS PATRIOTS —
153/8 from 20 overs (Wanindu
Hasaranga 40, Mikyle Louis 30; Dunith
Wellalage 3/35, Maheesh Theekshana
2/16) vs BARBADOS ROYALS — 157/8
from 19.5 overs (D Wellalage 39,
Kadeem Alleyne 30; Kyle Mayers 2/17).
Royals won by two wickets.

Paralympian earns Silver medal for Trinidad & Tobago

PARA-ATHLETE Akeem Stewart became Trinidad
and Tobago’s joint-top Paralympic Games medallist when
he captured silver in the men’s discus throw F64 final at the
Stade de France in Paris on September 5.

Stewart, 32, threw a season’s best distance of 59.66
metres to earn his third Paralympic Games medal and fin-
ished behind the eventual gold medallist, American Jeremy
Campbell, who set a new Paralympic record with his blis-
tering 61.14m throw.

Stewart achieved his runner-up distance on the first of
six attempts. Campbell also had the edge over Stewart from
his first attempt and landed the discus on 60.46m.

Stewart fouled his second and third throws and
recorded 56.55m, 58.89m and 57.09m in his final three
throws.

Campbell, however, held his best throw for last as he
affirmed gold with 61.14m on the sixth throw.

At the 2016 Paralympic Games in Brazil, Stewart cap-
tured javelin (F22-44) gold and discus (F43-44) silver.

Claiming bronze was American David Blair (F44) with
57.76m.

He joins compatriot Rachael Marshall, who won dou-
ble gold (javelin L5/shot put L5) and bronze (100m
freestyle L6) at the 1984 Games in New York as the most
decorated TT Paralympians.

TT’s Paralympic chef de mission Micky Ruben said
Stewart is “very happy” with his performance and was
elated to seal a podium place in France.

“Akeem said it couldn’t have gone better given the ob-
stacles he had to overcome to get this one (medal). Right
now, the whole Caribbean community in the Paralympic
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Akeem Stewart shows off his Silver medal

Village are over the moon with his performance.”

Ruben said they received support from chefs and ath-
letes from other Caribbean nations, who came to the Stade
de France to view Stewart’s performance. The finish was
extra special, he added, since none of TT’s 17-member con-
tingent at the Paris Olympics was able to earn a top-three
placing at the earlier Games.
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INJURED? CAR ACCIDENT?

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR ;Z{:}'ﬂ;g:;_:; X! Y

TTC SLIP AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, , “:'l; ¢ )
PEDESTRIAN OR CYCLIST STRUCK BY ‘ —

AUTOMOBILES. VICTIMS OF CRIME.

Talk to us first.

The Accident Injury Law Firm maximizes your

claim and gets you a bigger settlement. No upfront fees and no hidden costs. We
don’t get paid until you get paid.

For a free consultation in your home, at the hospital or at your office.

Call Richard Mars Hosein at 416-999-3471, Monday - Sunday 9 am - 8 p.m.

Over 15 years of excellent service to this community.
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3160° EGLINTON AVENUE (1" BLOCK: WESTE OF MARKHAM ROAD)
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L REAL ESTE

IS IN BUSINESS OVER 40 YEARS

We can sell your property for the A Complete Real
best price on the market Estate Service:

* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT @ Buying
* PROPERTY SALES & RENTALS @ Selling

R tal
« REAL ESTATE VALUATION & Tax Compliance

Contact: 223-6218, 623-7805, 656-5544
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“That is what the region is about. The region is about good competition,
great competition, but at the end of it, great celebration as one region,
one people, one Caribbean, and Guyana is for all. We want the entire
region to be prosperous, and we are building something here to bring
the region together.” - H.E. Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali.

Come for the games,

" stay for the experiences!
September 19 October 6

¥

g p

Scan QR Code For a full listing of
all our licensed tour offerings.

JAGAN DENTAL  TAKING CARE OF CLINICAL SERVICES OFFERED:

CENTRE All Your Dental Needs RiCiie
© Laser Dentistry
, Dentists: Dr. Clive R. Jagan, Dr. Shane A. Jagan, \ O Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Kyle V. Jagan, Dr. lan N. Jagan 0 implantology (implants)

We at JDC have one objective in mind: To make sure you get o [ Aais)
the professional and personal attention you deserve. o Prosthodontics [D'ETIIHFES.

So be ready for a relaxed and pain free dental eaperience. Crown & Bridge, Veneers, ele.)
11 Lamaha and Light Streats o Pﬂmhﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ]‘ Denh%m
Georgetown, Guyana O Periodontics (Gum Surgeries, Deep
Ted: (592) 226-0400 Scaling, De_mmﬁun ele)

e-mail: infois jagancantaloaning. com

WA} i~._.a-1r1r"u*'| alcentre.com © Oral Surgery (Extractions)




