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The 30th and final regular season
fixture of this year’s Republic Bank
Caribbean Premier League (CPL) saw
reigning champions Guyana Amazon
Warriors (pictured) suffer a heavy 74
run defeat at the hands of the Trinbago
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Knight Riders on home turf in Provi-
dence, on Sunday night. Despite this
loss the Amazon Warriors finished top
of the table and was facing the St
Lucia Kings in Qualifier 1 on Wednes-
day as we went to press.

The Barbados Royals eliminated
TKR from a shot at the finals, and will
now face the winner of Wednesday’s
match at the finals on Sunday at
Guyana’s Providence Stadium.

Barbados Prime Minister Mia
Mottley told leaders at the United Na-
tions General Assembly that over the
last four years the world has faced
‘poly-crises.’

“We continue to wrestle with the
climate crisis as a human family, We
grapple with the legacy of the pan-
demic,” she said, adding that “we are
now regrettably confronted by multiple
theaters of war and scenes of horror
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and famine flowing from that war,
armed conflict, instead of pursuing the
development of citizens of every coun-
try.”

Citing Ukraine and Gaza, as well
as Sudan, Ms. Mottley said that the
world could not “afford the distraction
of war,” saying that, “if ever there was
a time to pause and to reset, it is now
collectively, collectively as an interna-
tional community and individually, as
leaders in each of our countries.”

She said it was incumbent on
leaders to “deliver new opportunities
and solutions to these crises which
dampen economic growth, which re-
strict the ambitions of our people and
numb our sense of the beauty and
goodness that the world ought to be of-
fering.”
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Mia Mottley named as one of two the
new Co-Chairs for SDG Advocates group

United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Gueterres named Barbados
Prime Minister Mia Mottley and her
Canadian counterpart, Justin Trudeau
as new co-chairs of the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDG) Advocates
group amidst the growing number of
development crises facing the world.

“The Sustainable Development
Goals are the world’s blueprint to build
a healthier, greener, and sustainable fu-
ture by 2030. With the clock ticking
and multiple crises driving us further
off track, we must do everything in our
power to deliver the SDGs,” said
Guterres, adding “I’m pleased that
Prime Minister Mottley and Prime
Minister Trudeau will help lead advo-
cacy to do just that”.

Mottley said it was necessary to
“seize the moment to move forward, to-
gether, to ensure the full implementa-
tion of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development by the end of the Decade
of Action and Delivery on the Sustain-
able Development Goals”.

Prime Minister Mia Mottley has
campaigned extensively for climate ac-
tion and debt sustainability in middle-
income countries and small states. In
2021, she was awarded the Champions
of the Earth Award for her leadership.

Prime Minister Trudeau has been a
strong advocate for climate action and
nature protection, the empowerment of
women and girls around the world, and
ensuring an inclusive and resilient re-

Prime-Ministers-Mia-Mottley-and-Justin-Trudeau

covery from the COVID-19 pandemic.

“To build a better future for people
and the planet, we must all place the
values of inclusion and sustainability at
the heart of everything we do. The 17
Sustainable Development Goals aim to
create a world that is fair, equal, and
peaceful, with clean air and clean water
for everyone.

“As Co-Chair of the SDG Advo-
cates group, I look forward to rallying
countries, governments, the private sec-
tor, and others, to come together to ac-
celerate our progress and continue to
raise our voices — and our ambition —
on the path to 2030,” said Trudeau.

The SDG Advocates are influen-
tial leaders who support the Secretary-
General in raising global ambition and
action to keep the promise of the
SDGs.

The previous co-Chairs, President
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo of
Ghana and former Norwegian Prime
Minister Erna Solberg have led the
group since 2016 and 2014, respec-
tively. The Secretary-General has
thanked them for putting the SDGs on
the global political agenda.

They will continue to stay engaged
as co-chairs of the SDG Advocates
Emeritus Group, a group of alumni Ad-

vocates who continue to support the
achievement of the SDGs.

The following is the list of SDG
Advocates.

Her Majesty Queen Mathilde of
the Belgians

His Royal Highness Muhammadu
Sanusi II, 14th Emir of Kano

Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint
Nasser of Qatar

BLACKPINK, K-pop Girl Group

Richard Curtis, Screenwriter, Pro-
ducer and Film Director

Hindou Ibrahim, Activist for Cli-
mate Action and Indigenous Rights

Graga Machel, Founder and Chair
of the Board, Graga Machel Trust

Dia Mirza, Actor, UN Environ-
ment Programme Goodwill Ambassa-
dor

Valentina Mufioz Rabanal, STEM
Activist

Edward Ndopu, Public Intellec-
tual, Humanitarian and Founder of A
BILLION REASONS

Jeftrey Sachs, Director, Earth In-
stitute at Colombia University

Kailash Satyarthi, Nobel Peace
Laureate, Founder of Kailash Satyarthi
Children’s Foundation

Brad Smith, President, Microsoft
Corporation

Forest Whitaker, Founder and
CEO, Whitaker Peace & Development
Initiative, UNESCO Special Envoy for
Peace and Reconciliation

CTO Strengthens Caribbean Tourism Visibility in Europe

The Caribbean Tourism Organiza-
tion will amplify the visibility of the
region’s presence in Europe following
a landmark partnership with the CTO
Chapter in the UK & Europe, which
represents over 85 travel-related com-
panies and organizations.

Dona Regis-Prosper, Secretary-
General and CEO of CTO, announced
the launch of strategic marketing initia-
tives to bolster the Caribbean’s brand
across the UK and emerging markets in
Europe, the Middle East and Africa
(EMEA). In collaboration with the
CTO Secretariat, the CTO Chapter UK
& Europe will execute a comprehen-
sive work plan to increase the region’s
visibility and engagement with key au-
diences across these pivotal markets.

The renewed efforts encompass a
wide range of activities, including:

Strategic Marketing Programs:
Developing and executing targeted
marketing programs for the UK and
Europe, complete with Key Perform-
ance Indicators (KPIs) and plans to ex-
pand into emerging EMEA markets.

Digital Marketing Strategy: A
strong focus on digital marketing, with
strategies tailored for the UK and Eu-
rope to boost the region’s online pres-
ence.

Commercial Activities: Manage
and develop CTO-related commercial
activities across UK and European

Dona Regis-Prosper, Secretary-General and CEO (second from right), is pic-
tured with (I) CTO Chapter UK & Europe Chairman Colin Pegler & others

markets, ensuring compliance with
local laws and regulations.

Market Intelligence: Conducting
regular analysis and presenting market
insights on the UK, Europe, and
emerging markets to inform strategic
decisions.

Collaboration with Affiliates:
Partnering with CTO members and af-
filiates to manage activities in key mar-
kets such as Central Europe, France,
and the Netherlands.

Media and Stakeholder Engage-
ment: Maintain close relations with

media, trade associations, government
bodies, airlines, and tour operators
while serving as the CTO’s spokesper-
son in UK and European markets.
Colin Pegler, Chairman of the
CTO Chapter, highlighted the impor-
tance of the renewed collaboration:
“The CTO Chapter is thrilled to
reignite our partnership with the CTO
Secretariat after a four-year hiatus. This
collaboration is pivotal in strengthen-
ing the Caribbean’s presence in our
markets. Our board is committed to
this collaboration, and the team is dili-

gently working on a robust ac-
tion plan for 2025 to keep the
Caribbean at the forefront of
global travel destinations.”
The CTO Chapter UK &
Europe is poised to launch a se-
ries of impactful marketing cam-
paigns and activations designed
to engage consumers, travel
trade professionals, and the
media. With a cohesive and
strategic approach, the chapter
aims to reinforce the Caribbean’s
reputation as a top global travel
destination while aligning with
the overarching goals of the
CTO Secretariat.
Florian Valmy-Devillers,
Director of the CTO Chapter,
emphasized the initiative’s uni-
fied strategy: “Our primary ob-
jective with the CTO team is to create
synergy through a cohesive strategy
across vital UK, European, and emerg-
ing markets. From cross-channel con-
sumer campaigns to immersive travel
trade training and media engagement,
we are dedicated to delivering high-im-
pact activations for our members and
reviving the ‘One Sea, One Voice, One
Caribbean’ spirit across our targeted
markets and beyond.”
The CTO’s headquarters is located
at Baobab Tower, Warrens, St.
Michael, Barbados BB 22026.
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PRESIDENT ALI ADVANCES GUYANA'S LCDS

2030 IN SCOTLAND WITH ROYAL SU

e D L

Edinburgh, Scotland
Guyana's
commitment to

sustainable development
took centre stage as
President Dr. Mohamed
Irfaan Ali advanced the
country’s Low Carbon
Development  Strategy
(LCDS) 2030 during
a high-level visit to
Scotland.

Facilitated by the
King’s Foundation, the
visit focused on forging
global partnerships
and securing support
for Guyana’s ambitious

President Dr Irfaan Ali visiting Dumfries Estate in

green development
goals, particularly
in sustainable urban
planning.

This trip builds on
the recent collaboration
between the King’s
Foundation and Guyana,
which was announced
during President Ali’s
recent address on the
LCDS. The President
emphasised that the next
phase of the LCDS will
prioritise ~ sustainable
urban development,
aligning with Guyana’s

vision to restore
Georgetown as  the
“Garden City of the
Caribbean.”
Attheheartofthevisit
was a private meeting
between President Ali
and His Majesty King
Charles III. The two
leaders discussed their
shared commitment
to climate resilience,
sustainable agriculture,
and initiatives aimed
at uplifting vulnerable
populations.  Speaking
after  the  meeting,
President Ali expressed
optimism for future
collaboration,  noting,
“The King has been
a staunch advocate
of Guyana’s LCDS,
recognising it as a
model for the world
since its launch in
2009. I believe we
will work closely

in the years ahead,
especially with our
new LCDS focus on
urban development,

President Dr Irfaan Ali visiting Dumfries Estate in
Edinburgh, Scotland

biodiversity, and
water management.”

President Ali was
deeply inspired by the
King’s Foundation’s
work in  Scotland.
“While I was familiar
with the Foundation’s
initiatives,
witnessing them
in action has been
truly enlightening. I
believe Guyana can
not only learn from
these efforts but
also set a powerful
example for the
Commonwealth on
our new priorities,”
he stated.

That evening,
President Ali and King
Charles continued

their dialogue during a
private dinner, focusing
on deeper collaboration
ahead of the upcoming
Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting
(CHOGM).

President Ali also
toured various Scottish
facilities that support
vulnerable populations,

with  a focus on
education, innovation,
and sustainability—

core pillars of Guyana’s
LCDS 2030. His

engagements showcased
the importance of global
partnerships in building
an inclusive, low-carbon
future.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE VISIT
INCLUDED:

STEM Education
Initiatives: The
President observed
cutting-edge
programmes  designed
to equip young people
in Scotland with
vital skills in science,
technology, engineering,
and mathematics
(STEM). These efforts
mirror Guyana’s own
drive  to  promote
STEM education as a
foundation for future

economic growth.
Regenerative
Agriculture: At a

regenerative agriculture

centre, President Ali
explored innovative
practices aimed at

improving soil health,
increasing biodiversity,
and ensuring sustainable
food production. These
practices align  with
Guyana’s strategy to

PPORT

become a leader in
regional agriculture and
food security.
Sustainable
Housing  Projects:
The President toured
housing initiatives that
focus on green building
techniques and energy

efficiency, mirroring
Guyana’s  goals  of
creating  eco-friendly,
inclusive housing

developments that meet
modern standards.

Urban Green
Spaces: President
Ali  visited  urban
regeneration  projects
that emphasise the
creation  of  green
spaces for improved
community well-being.
He expressed strong
interest in replicating
similar initiatives in
Georgetown as part of
Guyana’s urban renewal
efforts.

Sustainable
Textiles Workshops:
The President engaged
with artisans working
in sustainable textiles,
learning how traditional
skills are being preserved
while promoting
economic empowerment
for marginalised groups
such as women and
youth.

The visit reinforced
Guyana’s commitment
to sustainable
development, social
inclusion, and global
partnerships. President
Ali’s engagements in
Scotland  reflect the
broader goals of the
LCDS 2030, positioning
Guyana as a leader in
green development while
fostering  collaboration
with international allies.

President Dr. Irfaan
Ali recently engaged in
a pivotal meeting with
the newly appointed
United Kingdom
Foreign Secretary, David
Lammy, at his official
residence in Carlton
Gardens, London. Their
discussions centered on
exploring avenues for
enhanced collaboration
between Guyana and the
UK, focusing on critical
areas such as commerce,
biodiversity, and the
evolving situation in
Haiti.

Earlier in July,
President ~ Ali  had
congratulated Lammy

on his appointment,
reaffirming ~ Guyana’s
commitment to a robust
partnership with the UK.
In a statement on his
official Facebook page,
President Ali expressed

President Ali and UK Foreign Secretary Lammy

his support for Lammy
and emphasised the
importance of their
diplomatic  ties. He
also addressed key
concerns regarding
Guyana’s  sovereignty

and territorial integrity,
receiving  assurances
from Lammy about the
UK’s continued support
in these areas.

David Lammy,
proud of his Guyanese
heritage as the son of
immigrants, expressed
his enthusiasm for his
new role. Describing it
as “the honour of my
life,” he acknowledged
the significant challenges
facing the world today.
Lammy reiterated
his commitment
to navigating these
challenges by leveraging
the UK’s strengths,
stating, “We  will

PRESIDENT ALI AND UK FOREIGN SECRETARY LAMMY
EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES FORGUYANA-UKCOLLABORATION

reconnect Britain
for our security and
prosperity at home.”
The meeting between
President Ali and Foreign
Secretary Lammy marks
a significant step in

strengthening Guyana-
UK relations, paving
the way for future
cooperation in various
sectors crucial to both
nations.

President Ali and UK Foreign Secretary Lammy
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PRESIDENT ALICALLS FORGLOBALACTIONATUN

- URGES REF ORM, CLIMATE ACTION, AND LAUNCH ES GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY ALLIANCE

President Ali speaking
at the UN General
Assembly’s Summit of
the Future

President Dr.
Mohamed Irfaan Ali has
called on world leaders to
act decisively on climate
change, reform  of
multilateral institutions,
and global peace and
security. He was at the
time addressing the

79th Session of the
United Nations General
Assembly in New York.
“Multilateralism
is at a crossroads,”
President Ali stated,
emphasising the
urgent need for global
cooperation. “Despite
broad agreement on
key issues, action has
been slow. We will
all be doomed in the
court of conscience
for knowing what is
right while ignoring
what is wrong.”
Highlighting the
disproportionate impact
of climate change on
vulnerable  countries,
President Ali urged world

The high-level event hosted by US President Joe Biden,
which focused on Global Coalition to Address Synthetic

Drug Threats

leaders to fulfil their
commitments. “This
cycle ofhope followed
by disappointment
cannot continue

if the Sustainable
Development Goals
are to be met,” he said.

President
is a leader
env1ronmenta1

Guyana,
Ali noted,
in

we lead by example
without arrogance,”
he remarked.

In a significant
announcement,
President Ali launched
the Global Biodiversity
Alliance, revealing that
the first summit will
take place in 2025. The
alliance aims to create a

TP———

President Ali and team meeting UAE’s Minister of State
Jfor International Co-operation, the Honourable Reem
Bint Ebrahim Al Hashimy, at the Guyana Mission in
New York

conservation. The
country’s vast tropical
forestsstore19.5gigatons
of carbon annually, and
its Indigenous Peoples
have been exemplary
stewards of the land.
“We do not lecture;

market for biodiversity
credits and promote
nature-positive action.
Addressing  global
food insecurity,
President Ali cited
alarming statistics from
the UN Food Security

The 79th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York.

and Nutrition Report,
revealing that 28.9% of
the global population
faces food insecurity. He
called for urgent action
on climate and peace to
protect food systems,
while announcing that
Guyana’s  agricultural
policies aim to empower
women and youth.
Condemning
aggression in Ukraine,
Sudan, and  Gaza,
President Ali reiterated
Guyana’s support
for peace efforts in
Haiti. He also called
for an end to the Gaza
conflict and demanded
immediate ceasefire and
humanitarian relief.

President Ali

concluded by urging
reforms to  global
financial institutions and

the UN Security Council,
emphasising that
developing  countries

deserve a stronger voice.
“The future we seek
demands courageous
action,” he stated,
calling on the UN to fulfil
its role in promoting
peace, development, and
human rights.

The president also
participated in several
side events focused on
key matters from food

security, to climate
change and energy
security.

NO HYPOCRISYIN GUYANA'S DEVELOPMENT PATH
- PRESIDENT AI.I DEFENDS COUNTRY’S ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENT

President Ali has
reaffirmed Guyana’s
strong commitment
to environmental
preservation,
emphasising that there
is no contradiction
between the country’s
development of oil and
gas resources, and its
dedication to preserving
its natural environment.

In an interview with
The New York Times
Climate Forward Event,
President Ali highlighted
Guyana’s unique position
as a country with vast
biodiversity and forests
that store significant
amounts of carbon.
He emphasised that
Guyana’s  development
path is not only about
oil and gas, but also
about protecting its
natural resources and
contributing to global

efforts to  mitigate
climate change.

“There is no
hypocrisy or
contradiction in
our development
path,” President Ali
stated. “We have

made it very clear
that we support the

Guyana has embarked on a development pathway,
guided by the Low Carbon Development Strategy
(LCDS) 2030

removal of subsidies
from petroleum-
producing countries
and companies.”
Despite the rapid
development  of its
oil and gas industry,
Guyana remains one

of the world’s most
important countries for
biodiversity, thanks to
its strategic location in
the Amazon and Guyana
Shield. President
Ali  emphasised the
country’s commitment

to protecting its
biodiversity, even as
it pursues economic
growth.

“Whilst in the
rest of the world,
we have lost more
than 50 per cent (of
biodiversity), here is
a small developing
country that came
out of colonial rule
that is making a
global commitment
that we are going
to keep, regardless
of the development

trajectory of the
country, that
biodiversity,”
President Ali said.
Recognising the
vulnerability of the

region to climate events,
President Ali highlighted
the challenges faced by
developing  countries
in securing the
financial resources
needed for mitigation
and adaptation. He
emphasised that
Guyana’s development of
its oil and gas resources
is a strategic decision
aimed at generating
the necessary funds to
protect its environment

and contribute to global
climate efforts.

“Where do we
find the resources
for mitigation and
adaptation?” he
questioned. “No one
is coming with a
grant to give these
countries to invest
in adaptation and
mitigation...Youhave

to find resources.
President Ali
explained that while

total LCDS revenues
into improving the
livelihood of Amerindian
communities and 85
percent into climate
adaptation and
mitigation.

President Ali also
addressed concerns
about the consultation
process for the LCDS
2030, affirming that
all indigenous leaders
have signed on to
the  document. He

The New York Times Climate Forward interview

Guyana will maximise
its petroleum activities,
it will also utilise 20
percent of the carbon
sequestered in its forests.
The country’s Low
Carbon  Development
Strategy (LCDS) 2030
outlines its plan to
invest 15 percent of

emphasised that Guyana
is leading the climate
change discussion
and is committed to a
balanced development
approach that prioritises
both economic growth
and environmental
preservation.
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GUYANA, US DEEPEN PARTNERSHIP

- US REAF FIRMS SUPP ORT FOR GUYANA'S SOVEREIGNTY

President Ali meeting with United States Secretary of
State Antony Blinken in New York

President Dr.
Mohamed Irfaan Ali
and U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken
met in New York, during
which, they reinforced
the strong and evolving
partnership  between
Guyana and the United

States. The leaders
discussed pressing
regional issues, such

as the political unrest
in Venezuela and the
humanitarian crisis in
Haiti, while highlighting
their shared values of

democracy, the rule
of law, and regional
stability.

President Ali
emphasised ~ Guyana’s
dedication to

addressing Haiti’s dire

situation, saying, “The
humanitarian  effort
that is required
here is of utmost
importance to us.” He
also acknowledged the
growing  collaboration
with the U.S., adding,
“On a bilateral basis,
a strong partnership
continues to be built
between Guyana and
the United States
— expanded trade,
great collaboration,
and cooperation in
terms of security.”
The U.S has long
supported Guyana’s
sovereignty, particularly
amid tensions with
Venezuela over territorial
disputes. President Ali
expressed his gratitude,
noting, that the U.S. has
been a steadfast ally in

supporting ~ Guyana’s
sovereignty, and the
governmentiscommitted
to strengthening this
invaluable relationship.

Secretary ~ Blinken

within CARICOM,
and its role in reglonal
security efforts. “We

see this partnership
in the work we’re
doing

together,

President Ali meeting with United States Secretary of
State Antony Blinken in New York

reaffirmed the U.S
commitment to Guyana’s
territorial integrity,

stressing the importance
of Guyana’s leadership

especially in Haiti.
Guyana’s leadership
in CARICOM has
been critical,” Blinken
stated. He also praised

Guyana’s _involvement
in the Multinational
Security Support mission
for  Haiti, adding,
“We’re grateful for
the partnership
between Guyana and
the United States
in supporting those
efforts.”

The robust
relationship ~ between
the two nations spans
various sectors,
including economic ties,
defence  cooperation,
law enforcement,
cybersecurity, education,
and health. Both leaders
expressed optimism for
further deepening this

partnership, ensuring
mutual benefits and
regional stability.

VISA-FREE TRAVEL
BETWEEN GUYANA AND UAE

GUYANA URGES UN SECURITY
COUNCILTO UPHOLD

INTERNATIONAL LAW

The Memorandum of Understanding signing

A new agreement
between Guyana and the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) will allow citizens
of both countries to
travel visa-free.

The Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
was signed by Guyana’s

Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation, Hugh Todd,
and the UAE’s Minister
of State for International
Cooperation, Reem Al
Hashimy, onthesidelines
of the United Nations
General Assembly.

President Ali
witnessed the signing
of the agreement, which
will make travel between
the two  countries
more convenient and
accessible.

Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation, Hugh
Todd, has called upon
members of the United
Nations Security
Council to reaffirm
their commitment to
the UN Charter and
prioritize international
peace and security. In
a speech delivered at a
recent Security Council
meeting, Minister
Todd emphasised the
crucial role of the UN
in maintaining global
stability.

"The United Nations
remains indispensable,"
declared Minister Todd,
warning against the
growing skepticism that
threatens to undermine
the organization's
authority. He urged
member states to uphold

Minister Hugh Todd
the principles enshrined

in the UN Charter and
hold those who violate

international law
accountable. "We cannot
toleratedoublestandards
in the application of legal
norms," he stated.

Citing the ongoing
conflicts in  Gaza,
Sudan, and Ukraine
as  tragic  examples
of the consequences
of disregarding the
UN Charter, Minister
Todd condemned the
use of veto power by
certain Security Council

members, which he
argued hinders the
UN's ability to address
crises effectively. "War
erodes human dignity,"
he added, calling for the
protection of civilians
and an end to the
selective enforcement of
international law.

Minister Todd
also underscored
the  importance  of
collaboration  between
the UN and regional
organisations, such
as the African Union
and CARICOM, in
addressing global threats
to peace and security. He
concluded by reaffirming
Guyana's dedication to
global peace and urging
bold and visionary
leadership to ensure a
secure and sustainable
future for all.

CHEF DEV'S "MAD LOVE" FOR GUYANESE CUISINE

- TORONTO-BORN CH EF BRINGS CARIBBEAN AND SOUTH ASIAN FLAVOURS TO TH E FOREFRONT

Toronto-born
Devan Rajkumar, better
known as "Chef Dev"
has embarked on a
culinary journey that has
brought him full circle
to his Guyanese roots.
Growing up in a diverse
community, Chef Dev
was exposed to a variety
of cuisines from a young
age. After training in
the hospitality industry
and travelling the world
to explore different

The book signing at the
Grand Coastal Hotel
where persons got an
opportunity to interact
with the chef and author

flavours, he found
himself drawn back to
his Caribbean and South
Asian heritage.

Chef Dev's passion
for cooking is evident in
his relaxed and modern
approach. His first-ever
cookbook, "Mad Love" is
a celebration of bringing
people and cultures
together through
culinary delights. The
book features over 100
inventive recipes that

put a unique spin on
traditional East and
West Indian dishes.
Recently, Chef Dev
hosted a book signing
at the Grand Coastal
Hotel, where fans and
food enthusiasts had
the opportunity to meet
him, purchase copies of
his cookbook, and learn
more about his culinary
journey. The event was
a resounding success,
showcasing Chef Dev's

The book signing at the
Grand Coastal Hotel
where persons got an
opportunity to interact
with the chef and author

popularity and the
excitement surrounding
his new cookbook.

Mad Love is more
than just a collection of
recipes; it's a testament

DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC INFORMATION
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VP JAGDEO PREVIEWS 2025 BUDGET

-FOCUS ON FULFILLING ELECTION PROMISES

President
Jagdeo
has reaffirmed
the government’s
commitment to
fulfilling the promises
made during the 2020
elections, emphasising
the importance of the
upcoming year for the
People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C)
administration.
Speaking at a high-
level meeting with senior
public servants and
government officials
at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre, Dr.
Jagdeo said 2025 would
be crucial for the PPP/C
to complete its election
pledges.
“This is a very
important year for us
because we expect to

Vice

Dr. Bharrat

complete the list of
promises we made to
the electorate when
we were contesting

the elections,” he
stated.

Dr. Jagdeo
highlighted  significant
progress, especially
in areas like tax relief
and social measures,

but acknowledged that
some tasks remain. “The
promises you make
to people have to be
fulfilled,” he stressed,
while expressing
confidence that the
remaining goals would
soon be accomplished.
Addressing agency
heads responsible
for managing 95%
of public spending,
Jagdeo underscored
the need for efficient

Vice President Dr Bharat
Jagdeo

resource management.
He referenced a recent
government  directive
aimed at improving
efficiency and warned
against expecting large
increases in recurrent
expenditures. “We are
going to pay careful

attention to any
significant  growth
in the recurrent

expenditures,

outside of wages and
salaries,” Dr. Jagdeo
noted. He reminded the
audience that the wage
bill had already been
increased by $90 billion.

Dr. Jagdeo explained
that while the PPP/
Cs election promises
were conservative and
financially feasible,
the government has
already gone beyond its
manifesto, implementing
additional measures that
align with its long-term
vision for the country.

“Our promises,
although they seemed
a lot, were very

conservative...we did
not make promises
we could not fund,”
he said.

He
key

highlighted
strategies  such

as the Low Carbon
Development ~ Strategy
(LCDS) and the National
Development  Strategy,
emphasising that these
plans are guiding the
government’s  broader
goals for Guyana’s future.
“All the measures we
have implemented
beyond the promises
were guided by a
strategic vision,” he
added.

With oil revenues set
to significantly benefit
the country, Dr Jagdeo
urged caution, warning
of the volatility of global
oil prices. “The best
days for oil revenues
are ahead of us... but
there is a real risk
of a price collapse,”
he cautioned, calling
for fiscal discipline in

managing the budget.

Budget 2025 s
already in preparation
and expected to build
on the 2024 budget,
which totalled $1.146
trillion. Senior Minister
with Responsibility
for Finance, Dr.
Ashni  Singh, echoed
Jagdeo’s remarks,
stating, “Budget 2025
will continue the
progress we have
made to improve
the livelihoods of
Guyanese citizens.”

The meeting
included key officials
from all 10 regions and
public sector entities,
as the government
remains focused on
fiscal responsibility and
sustainable growth for
the country.

[~

Senior Minister in the Office of the President with

GUYANA'S ECONOMIC BOOM
FUELS PRIVATE SECTOR GROWTH

_L

Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service, Dr

Ashni Singh

The Guyana
government is actively
working to create a
favourable environment
for  private  sector
growth, as the country
experiences a significant
economic boom.
According to Dr. Ashni
Singh, Senior Minister in
the Office of the President
with Responsibility for

Finance and the Public
Service, the private sector
plays a crucial role in
driving sustainable and
resilient development.
In an interview with
the Adrienne Arsht
Latin America Centre
of the Atlantic Council,

Dr. Singh outlined
several government
initiatives aimed  at

supporting private sector
competitiveness. Despite
global challenges, the
government  remains
committed to fostering a
conducive environment
for businesses to thrive.

Guyana’s economy
has witnessed
remarkable growth, with
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) surging by 49.7
percent in the first half
of 2024. The non-oil
economic sector also
expanded significantly,
growing by 12.6 percent.
This growth has spurred
a dynamic private sector,
which is capitalising on
emerging opportunities,
particularly in the oil and
gas sector.

“Given the rapid
emergence of new
opportunities,
especially in the oil
and gas sector, we

are seeing several
Guyanese companies
entering or engaging
in lines of activities
that they might not

have previously
considered,” Dr. Singh
said.

Recognising  that
Guyana  may lack
the  experience  to
fully  capitalise  on
opportunities  within

the oil and gas sector,
the local private sector
has  been  forming
joint  ventures and
strategic  partnerships
with international
companies. “They
might have the local
knowledge, capital,
and personnel, but
they might not have
industry-specific
accesstotechnology,”
Dr. Singh explained.
“By partnering

with  international
companies, they
can address these
constraints.”

Government support
for the private sector
is evident through
the enactment and
enforcement of the local
content framework,
which incentivises
partnerships  between
Guyanese and
international companies.
“This framework
aims to ensure that
Guyanese companies
can participate in,
contribute to, and
benefit from the
opportunities in the
oil and gas sector,”
Dr. Singh added.

The government
is also  addressing
challenges related
to accessing finance
through  international

institutions and banks.
Byupdatingthe Financial
Institutions Act (FIA),
the government aims
to modernise Guyana’s
banking sector and align
it with international
standards, which will
improve access to capital
and increase lending
flexibility.

Targeted support is
being extended to Small

and Medium-Sized
Enterprises (SMEs),
including financing
programmes and

technical assistance. Last
year, a $100 million loan
agreement was signed
with Small Business
Development  Finance
Trust Incorporated
(SBDF) to promote
the development and
expansion of SMEs.

FIRST LADY ARYA ALI HONOURED WITH

GLOBAL IMPACT LEADERSHIP AWARD

First Lady Mrs.
Arya Ali was bestowed
with the prestigious
Global Female Impact
Leadership Award
at the Global Power
Women Conference
in New York City. The
award recognises global
first ladies for their
significant contributions
to advancing women’s
and girls’ rights.

Mrs. Ali’s dedication

to gender equality
and social justice has
been instrumental
in driving  positive
change in  Guyana.
Her  groundbreaking
Menstrual Hygiene

Initiative has reached
over 32,000 women and
girls, providing them
with essential sanitary
products and education
on menstrual health.

In her acceptance

speech, Mrs.  Ali
expressed her gratitude
for the recognition and
emphasised the collective
efforts of countless
women in Guyana who
have fought tirelessly
for equality and justice.
Mrs. Ali acknowledged
the progress made but
highlighted the ongoing
challenges in achieving
true gender parity.

The Global Female

Impact Leadership
Award is a testament to
Mrs. Ali’s exceptional
leadership and  her
commitment to creating
a more  equitable
world for women and
girls. Her work aligns
with Sustainable
Development Goal
5, which focuses on
empowering ~ women
and achieving gender
equality.

First Lady Arya Ali receiving the award



GUYANESE DIASPORA DIGES T

THURSDAY OCTOBER 3 2024

EQUALITY NEWS

KEEPING THE DIASPORA INFORMED

GOVT OFFICE COMPLEX ON TRACK
- AS MINISTER EDGH ILL REF UTES MISUSE ALLEGATIONS

Minister of Public

Works, Bishop Juan
Edghill, has strongly
rejected the baseless
accusations made by
Opposition Member
Annette Ferguson
concerning the $15.8
billion Government
Office Complex.

Speakingat arecent press
conference, Minister
Edghill emphasised that
the project, which aimsto
modernise government
infrastructure and
improve  access  to
services, has  been
thoroughly  discussed
and remains on track.
Ferguson had alleged
that public funds were
being misappropriated
for the construction of
the Sheraton Four Points
Hotel. Minister Edghill
dismissed these claims as
“absurd” and questioned

the opposition’s integrity
in  spreading such
misinformation.

“The  assertion
that public funds
are being diverted
to construct the
Sheraton Four
Points Hotel is not
only absurd, but
also raises serious
questions about
the integrity of the
opposition,” the
minister stated.

Providing an

update on the project’s
progress, Minister
Edghill confirmed at the
recent press conference,
that the Government
Office Complex was 6%
complete, with several
key milestones achieved.
These include the near-
finalisation  of legal
work and preliminary
processes at  99%,

the full completion
of geotechnical
investigation stage one,
land clearing for 20
acres, mobilisation of site

offices, and confirmation

Complex

of the site location by
the Ministry of Public
Works.  Additionally,
99% of sand filling
for both temporary
and permanent works
on 13 acres has been

3D image of the $15.8 Billion Government Office

completed,  alongside
the conceptual
design, which is fully
finished.  Geotechnical
investigation stage two
is 95% complete, while

the detailed design was
at 25%.

Though the
construction is only
partially visible at the
site, Minister Edghill
clarified that a significant

amount of work is
taking place offsite,
such as the fabrication
of steel structures.
These components are
being prepared for later
assembly, ensuring that
construction  proceeds
according to plan.

Minister Edghill
further reassured the
public that the project is
proceeding on schedule,
with a completion date
set for August 23,2026. A
$2.6 billion mobilisation
advance has already been
paid, with subsequent
payments tied to the
completion of specific
deliverables.

“Our primary
objective is to deliver
this vital project
for the people of
Guyana,” he affirmed,
calling for an end to
what he described as

“reckless”  opposition
rhetoric. “We welcome
constructive
dialogue, but
misinformation
will not derail our
commitment to
progress.”

The government
Office Complex,
strategically located
in Eccles, is expected
to significantly reduce
traffic congestion and

parking difficulties
for citizens accessing
government  services.

With three entry points
from major roadways,
including the Demerara
Harbour Bridge, the
Ogle East Bank bypass,
and Heroes Highway,
the complex is designed
to improve connectivity
and streamline access to
services for all Guyanese.

VP JAGDEO ISSUES WARNING ABOUT PUBLIC SECTOR
PROCUREMENT IRREGULARITIES

- CALLS FOR STRICT COMPLIANCE, TRANSPARENCY AH EAD OF BUDGET 2025

§

T —

Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo and Senior Minister with responsibility for Finance,

Dr. Ashni Singh

Vice President
Bharrat Jagdeo issued
a stern warning to
heads of public sector
agencies, emphasising
the government’s
commitmenttoenforcing
strict procurement rules.
Speaking at a high-level
meeting at the Arthur
Chung Conference
Center, Dr. Jagdeo
made it clear that any
violation of procurement
regulations would not be
tolerated.

‘“We want a
fair procurement
system,” Dr. Jagdeo
stressed, adding that
transparency and
accountability are key
priorities for the PPP/C
government asitexecutes
its public projects. He
addressed  Permanent
Secretaries,  Regional
Executive Officers, and
heads of major agencies,
including the Guyana
Police Force, Guyana
Defence Force, GuySuCo,

and Guyana Power and
Light (GPL).

While 95% of public
projects are successfully
completed, Dr. Jagdeo
expressed concern
over the remaining
5%, where issues have
arisen. He criticised
the Parliamentary
Opposition for focusing
disproportionately  on
these problems, but
acknowledged the need
for improvement. “We
must address the five
per cent of contracts
that fall short of
required standards,”
he said.

Dr. Jagdeo called for
strict adherence to the
Procurement Act and
the Standard Bidding
Documents,  stressing
that any deviation must
receive prior approval
from the National
Procurement and Tender
Administration ~ Board
(NPTAB).  “Officials
will be evaluated on

their adherence to
these guidelines,” he
warned.

He also condemned
the misuse of
procurement loopholes,
including the overuse of
the three-quote system
and restrictive tendering.

Dr. Jagdeo urged officials
to avoid rushing projects
toward the end of the
year, which often leads
to sole sourcing, adding
that such practices must
be curtailed.

Dr. Jagdeo
addressed reports of
bribery in exchange for
expedited  payments,

warning agency heads to
remain vigilant. “Such

practices damage
the government’s
reputation, and

we must root out
corruption,” he said.
He also raised concerns
about  conflicts  of
interest, where officials
with private businesses
bid for contracts
within the agencies

they oversee, calling
for stricter oversight.
“Thoseingovernment
who want to be
contractors must
leave their public
roles,” Dr. Jagdeo
stated.

He also highlighted
inflated contract costs,
with unnecessary
items like  vehicles
and computers being
added to inflate bills.
“These practices are
unacceptable and
will be corrected,” he
affirmed.

Looking ahead to
Budget 2025, Jagdeo
stressed  that  data-
driven decision-making
would be key to ensuring
policy effectiveness

and preventing
misinformation.
“Public servants

must rely on facts
and analysis when
making decisions,”
he said.

Senior Minister
with responsibility for
Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh,
echoed Dr. Jagdeo’s
call for transparency,
noting that preparations
for the 2025 budget

are underway. The
government  remains
committed to ensuring
procurement  integrity
and  delivering on
its  promises  while
maintaining a  strict
watch on public
spending.

NEW HARASSMENT LAWS
IN THE WORKS

The government
is actively working
to formulate

comprehensive

harassment legislation
aimed at protecting
individuals from

behaviour that threatens
their safety, dignity, and
rights.

Minister of Human
Services and  Social
Security, Vindhya
Persaud, announced
that consultations are
underway  with  the
Ministry of Legal Affairs

and other stakeholders
to develop legislation
that safeguards the
rights of women.

"We can never stop
until we have all the parts
of the puzzle in place to
address this matter,"
Minister Persaud stated
at a  Gender-based
Violence event.

The harassment
legislation is a
continuation of the
government's efforts to
address  gender-based
violence. In August,

the Family Violence
Act 2024 was passed,
providing a framework
for protecting family
members from domestic
abuse.

Attorney  General
and Minister of Legal
Affairs, Anil Nandlall
emphasised the
importance of creating
laws that address societal
challenges. "Laws are
made for different
reasons and a legislative
agenda can be reactive
and can be proactive,"

he said. "Laws govern or
regulate human conduct
or communities...
although  laws are
inspired differently, they
must be for the benefit of
the people."

The Attorney
General noted that
the government has
strengthened laws
to tackle domestic
violence and reduce road
accidents, and will take
similar steps to address
the increasing number of
harassment complaints.
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FREE TERTIARY EDUCATION IN SIGHT AS GOVT

CANCELS OVER $203.7M IN STUDENT LOANS

The government
is steadily progressing
towards its goal of

providing free tertiary
educationtoallcitizensby
2025. This commitment
was reaffirmed by Dr.
Bharrat Jagdeo, General
Secretary of the People’s
Progressive Party (PPP),
during a recent press
conference.
Dr. Jagdeo outlined
government’s
approach,
gradually
financial
tertiary
from
to the
In contrast
APNU+AFC
government, which
increased university
fees by 35%, Dr. Jagdeo

the

structured
aimed at
shifting the
burden  of
education
students
Treasury.
to  the

emphasized that the
current administration
is committed to realising
free education through
meticulous  planning.
“They promised free
education within
weeks but raised fees
instead. We believe
we can achieve this
in five years because
we plan everything,”
he stated.

The government’s
phased approach is
already showing tangible
results. The first phase,
announced by Senior
Minister in the Office
of the President with

responsibility for
Finance, Dr. Ashni
Singh,  during the

2024 national budget
reading, has benefitted

approximately 13,000
students through the
forgiveness of around
$11 billion in student
loans. Furthermore, the

T T

an additional 2,900
students expected to
benefit by the end of
2024.

President Dr. Irfaan
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The promise of’ ﬁ'ee unwerszty education through a
phased approach started in 2024

government  recently
wrote  off  $203.7
million in student debt
for 346 persons, with

Ali  has  previously
committed to a
phased rollout of free
university  education,

beginning in 2024. As
part of this initiative,
the government has
introduced the Guyana
Online  Academy of
Learning (GOAL), which
provides opportunities
for citizens to earn
higher education degrees
free of cost. To date, $1.6
billion has been invested
in scholarships through
the GOAL programme.
While optimistic
about the progress, Dr.
Jagdeo  acknowledged
potential ~ challenges,
including rising costs
during the transition.
He also stressed the
importance of aligning
educational  offerings
with the demands of
the national economy
and emphasised the

need for alternative
options like technical
training programs to
supplement the offerings
of the University of
Guyana (UG). “UG will
always play a critical
role in delivering
tertiary  education
in our country. We
need to fund it well
and improve it,” he
said, highlighting the
administration’s  focus
on equipping graduates
for the job market.

The  government’s
sustained  efforts to
make tertiary education
accessible to all continue
to gain momentum, with
free tertiary education
now on the horizon for
Guyanese students.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS URGED

TO SHII\IE AS AMBASSADORS IN CUBA

The students with Minister Ashni Singh and Cuban

Ambassador Soberon Luis

Senior Minister in

the Office ofthe President for Finance and Public during ~ his

with Responsibility

Service, Dr.  Ashni
Singh, met with a group
of students awarded
government scholarships
to  pursue medical
studies in Cuba. The
initiative is supported
by the Governments of
Guyana and Cuba and
includes opportunities
for undergraduate and
postgraduate medicine
studies.
Dr.Singhemphasised
the significance of the
students’ selection
address,

highlighting the unique
opportunity to study
abroad. “This is not
only an academic
privilege, but
also a chance to
experience a new
culture and engage
with  international
peers,” he remarked.
He pointed out the value
of exposure to Cuban
culture and expressed
gratitude to the Cuban
Government  for its
ongoing  contribution
to the development of

Guyana’s health sector.

Dr. Singh
congratulated the
students for earning
the scholarships and
encouraged them
to  be  exemplary
representatives of
Guyana while they live
and study in Cuba. “Be
good ambassadors of
Guyana and gracious
guests of Cuba,” he
urged.

Also present at the
meeting was the Cuban
Ambassador to Guyana,

His Excellency Jorge
Francisco Soberon
Luis, who reaffirmed
the commitment to
strengthening the
educational ties between
the two countries.

The scholarships are
part of the Government
of Guyana’s broader
effort to enhance the
country’s healthcare
system by investing in
the education of future
medical professionals.

The  Board  of
Industrial Training (BIT)
has not only empowered
individuals, but has also
significantly enhanced
thelivelihoods of families
by fostering cooperation
and strengthening
bonds.

A recent graduation
ceremony  for 59
residents of Region
Three showcased the
transformative  impact
of  BIT’S training
programmes.  Among
the graduates were
two parents and their
children, who have
embarked on a journey
of shared success.

Jermaine Lewis,
along with his son and
daughter, graduated
from the welding course
offered by BIT. Lewis
noted that the course
has been instrumental

FAMILIES STRENGTHEN BONDS
AND ACHIEVE SUCCESS THROUGH BIT

Shaunel Scotland and her son, Michael Bacchus
proudly holding their certificates

in spurring his family
business. “While going
to the course, we
gained a lot of new
experiences and
although we faced
different challenges
every day, we still
managed to get

through them,” he
said.

Lewis expressed
immense  pride in
graduating alongside his
children, who are now
poised to take over the
family business. “I feel

very proud about

getting them into the
same job with me
because they would
eventually be taking
over the business at
any time,” he shared.
His son, Daniel
Lewis, highlighted his
early involvement in
welding and expressed
his  gratitude  for
completing the course
with his family. “I feel
nice that I end up
graduating with
my parent because
everything that my
dad teaches me, 1
have to take it in
because it is for the

benefit of my future,”
he said.

Another parent-
child duo, Shaunel

Scotland and her son
Michael Bacchus, also
graduated from BIT
courses. Scotland, who is

pursuing online classes,
found the Information
Technology course
particularly  beneficial.
Her son, an electrician
in the oil and gas sector,
noted that the Electrical
Installation course has
enhanced his skills
and opened up new
opportunities.

BIT’s Chief Executive
Officer, Richard

Maughn,  encouraged
the  graduates  to
continue their journey
of success and to
explore other training
opportunities  offered
by the organisation.
He highlighted the
significant impact that
BIT has had on the lives
of 1,128 individuals
in Region Three since
2020.

Jermaine Lewis, along with his son and daughter
holding their certificates
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collaborative efforts
PM PHILLIPS COMMITS TO EXPANDING =i e e
of clilm?te change%
particularly in terms o
GUYANA-CHILE COLLABORATION food secrty.
The reception,
congratulations to the as at the UN,” he mining, and energy. and the peaceful held in honoug of
President of Chile, His stated. settlement of Chile’s Independence
Excellency Gabriel Prime Minister The Prime Minister disputes,” he said. Anniversary, was
Boric, and the Chilean Phillips highlighted also underscored attended by Minister
people. Chile’s role in Chile’s  commitment Touching on of Foreign Affairs
The Prime advancing human to democracy, good shared environmental and International
Minister emphasised resource development governance, and challenges, the Prime Cooperation, Hugh
the strength of the in Guyana, pointing economic growth, Minister acknowledged Todd, other members
diplomatic relationship to Chilean support in recognising the the pressing issues of Guyana’s Cabinet,

Prime Minister Mark
Phillips at the reception

Prime Minister,
Brigadier (Ret'd), Mark
Phillips, reaffirmed
Guyana’s commitment
to  deepening its
bilateral relations with
Chile during a reception
celebrating Chile’s
214th  Independence
Anniversary.

P r i
Minister
extended

m
Phillips
heartfelt

© through

between Guyana
and Chile, which has
spanned over 53 years.
“Our collaboration
has extended across
various platforms—
bilateral, regional,
and international—
allowing us to
pursue issues of
common interest as
members of CELAC,
the Brazilian
Consensus, and
the
CARICOM-Chile
mechanism, as well

areas such as geological
mapping, maritime
training, and language
skills. He expressed
Guyana’s eagerness to
further strengthen ties
with Chile, particularly
in the upcoming
consultations.  These
discussions will provide
a  framework  for
deeper  collaboration
in key areas such as
trade, investment,
environmental
protection, agriculture,
maritime issues,

nation’s contributions
to regional integration
across South America.
“The relations
between our two
countries stand
on the foundation
of shared values,
mutual respect, and
trust. We share a
strong adherence
to principles of
international law,
including the United
Nations Charter,
sovereign equality,
territorial integrity,

of forest fires and

droughts affecting both
nations and the wider
region. He emphasised
importance

the of

private sector
representatives,
and members of the
diplomatic community.

Prime Minister Mark Phillips at the reception to mark
the Spanish-speaking nation’s 214th Independence

Anniversary

Minister of Tourism,
Industry and Commerce,
Oneidge Walrond,
represented Guyana
at the World Trade
Organization's  (WTO)
2024 Public Forum, in
Geneva,  Switzerland,
where she advocated for
climate-friendly  trade
practices.

Minister ~ Walrond
shared Guyana's
experiences in trade
liberalisation and market
access, emphasising
the benefits that these
policies have brought to
the country's agricultural
sector. She also raised

concerns about the
challenges posed by
export restrictions on
food and called for
reforms in Special and
Differential Treatment
(SDT) to ensure better
access to staple foods for
developing nations.

The Minister
highlighted the unique
challenges faced by
Small Island Developing
States (SIDS), including
climate change, debt
distress, and trade
finance shortages.
She emphasised
the  importance  of
transitioning  towards

MINISTER WALROND ADVOCATES FOR

CLIMATE-FRIENDLY TRADE AT WTO FORUM

Minister of Tourism, Industry, and Commerce, Oneige
Walronftaking part in a high-level panel discussions
at the WTO’s annual Public Forum

blue and green sectors
to leverage Guyana's

comparative advantages
and contribute to global

efforts in climate change
mitigation.

Minister =~ Walrond
reaffirmed Guyana's
commitment
to sustainable
development, noting that
the country's low-carbon
development  strategy
aligns with its priorities
for environmental
protection and economic
growth.

The
Forum

WTO  Public
provides a

platform for stakeholders
from around the world
to discuss global trade
issues and  propose
ways to enhance the
multilateral trading
system. As the WTO
celebrates its  3oth
anniversary, the Forum
focused on how re-
globalisation can help
make trade  more
inclusive and ensure that
its benefits reach more
people.

CHINA MEDICAL TEAM
TO TRAIN GUYANESE DOCTORS

In major Limited (CPGL). Chinese doctors. This nation's healthcare
development for The agreement, collaboration is expected growth. Through this
Guyana's healthcare signed by  Health tofostergreaterexpertise partnership, CPGL
sector, the Ministry Minister Dr. Frank within Guyana's continues to fulfil its
of Health has forged Anthony at his Brickdam healthcare sector. social  responsibilities S
a  partnership with Headquarters, aims CPGL, a key player by contributing to the Cyanapartnerswith Chinafor healthcare boost
the China Medical to provide training in  Guyana's health development of medical Chief Medical Officer Dr. Team, and other relevant
Team in collaboratlon and ”development rndustry, has expressed professionals. Narine Singh, Dr. Zhao officials.
with the. Caribbean opportunities for its commitment Present at  the Changyong, Head of
Pharmaceutical Group Guyanese and to  supporting  the signing ceremony were the 19th China Medical
Guyana and
M GUYANA AND QATAR PARTNER TO STRENGTHEN
towards strengthening
towands sitengihening BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
in biodiversity . . . . . .
conservation. The signed by  Foreign the visitor experience to improve its own
Protected Areas Secretary and PAC at protected areas like conservation efforts
Commission (PAC) Chairman Rob.ert the ' Botanical Gardens, arld protect its valuable
of Guyana and the Persaud and Acting National Park, and biodiversity.
State of Qatar signed Charge d'Affaires Kanuku Mountains.
a Memorandum Mohammed  Ebrahim The MoU  will
of Understanding Al Rumai, marks a also leverage CQatar's (o)
(MoU) to enhance new chapter in the expertise to enhance
collaboration in areas relationship ~ between the management of I
such as conservation, . th_e two countries. It Guyana's protected areas
ecological monitoring, Foreign Secretary Robert Persaud and Commissioner will f:OCHS. on blllldlng system, ensuring .ltS Somonor
and research. Jt’lson Fraser sign an agreement with Acting Charge  capacity 1n Gdyana to long—terrn sustainability. PUBLIC INFORMATION
The agreement, gi{z;:s gg’:‘:';lﬁed Ebrahim Al Rumai of the Qatari  hetter manage its green By learning from Qatar's

spaces and improve

practices, Guyana aims
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US CONSULTANTS CONFIRM FEASIBILITY OF GAS-TO-
ENERGY PROJECT - AS GOVT MOVES FORWARD WITH PHASE TWO

The Gas-to-Energy project will generate 2,100
gigawatt hours of electricity annual

Guyana’s landmark
Gas-to-Energy  project
has been confirmed
as  technically and
environmentallyfeasible,
according to consultants
commissioned by the

U.S. Export-Import
(EXIM) Bank. Vice
President Dr. Bharrat

Jagdeo recently shared
the findings, which
come as the government
pushes ahead with its
transformative  energy
initiative.

The EXIM Bank's

duediligence process was
a key step in preparing
Guyana’s loan request,
which is expected to be
presented to the Bank’s
Board by October. This
loan will help fund the
onshore component of
the project, including
a 300-megawatt (MW)
power plant and a
natural gas liquids (NGL)
processing plant. The
project, located in Wales
on the west bank of the
Demerara River, is being
developed by LNDCH4,

a joint venture between
CH4 and Lindsayca,
and is projected to cost
around US$759 million.

The consultants’
review validated the
project’s  ability to
meet international
standards, ensuring
its technical viability
and environmental
sustainability. With these
evaluations  complete,
the loan application now
awaits the EXIM Bank’s

final decision.
While the loan
approval  process is

ongoing, the government
has continued to fund the
project through treasury
resources, ensuring that
development activities
remain on schedule. The
Gas-to-Energy  project
is set to be delivered
in 2025, in line with
the government’s

commitment to reducing
electricity costs and
improving the quality of
life for all Guyanese.

In a significant
development, the
government has also
extended a request for
proposals (RFP) for
Phase Two of the project.
Phase Two will further
expand Guyana’s power
generation capacity,
with the construction of
a 250 MW combined-
cycle power plant and an
additional NGL facility.
The second phase aims
to reduce electricity costs
by 50% and leverage
natural gas  from
ExxonMobil’s  offshore
oil fields.

With 60% of the
pipeline’s capacity still
available  for  Phase
Two, the government
is seeking a private-

sector partner to design,
finance, and operate the
facility under a 20- to
25-year Power Purchase
Agreement. Interested
firms have until
November 14, 2024, to
submit their proposals.
Upon  completion,
the Gas-to-Energy
project will generate
2,100 gigawatt hours of

electricity annually and
produce approximately
6,000 barrels per day
of NGL products. The
project is expected to
have a transformative
impact on Guyana’s
economy, creating jobs,
attracting investments,
and positioning  the
country as a regional
energy leader.

T i

the Demerara River

The project development at Wales on the west bank of

AMAILAFALLS HYDROPOWER PROJECT

TO RESUME DEVELOPMENT

The Amaila Falls
Hydropower  Project,
a key component of
government’s  energy
strategy, is set to make a
comeback. Vice President
Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo
recently announced
that the government
is actively pursuing
the development of
this 165-megawatt
hydroelectric plant,
which has faced
delays under previous
administrations.

Currently, the
government is evaluating
several  international
firms interested in

the project, including
Rialma S.A. from Brazil,
China International
Water & Electric Corp,
Lindsayca CH4 Guyana
Inc., and OEC, GE
Vernova, and Worley.
Dr. Jagdeo emphasised
the importance of the
project in achieving
Guyana’s energy goals
and reducing reliance
on fossil fuels. “It’s a
crucial project for us
to achieve the energy
mix that we envision
for Guyana... It’s high
on the agenda and
remains a financially

feasibleproposition,” Jocated in Region Eight, electricity —needs.

The Amaila Falls Project is a major hydroelectric
power initiative aimed at harnessing the potential of
the Amalia Falls on the Mazaruni River

he stated.

has the potential to

development is expected
to create jobs, boost
economic growth,
and contribute to the
country’s environmental
sustainability.
Originally
launched by the PPP/C
government, the project
was halted by the A
Partnership for National
Unity (APNU) and the
Alliance for Change
(AFC) during their time
in opposition. Prior to
its suspension, extensive
studies, including an

The Amaila Falls provide a substantial environmentalandsocial

Hydropower  Project,

of Guyana’s
Its

portion

impact assessment,
were completed, with

approximately  US$80
million allocated from
the Guyana-Norway
partnership.

In addition to the
Amaila  project, the
government is  also
focused on expanding
energy generation
capacity through the
Gas-to-Shore ~ Energy
project in Wales, Region
Three, and solar farm
initiatives in Regions
Two, Five, Six, and
Ten, aiming to produce
35 megawatts of solar
power once operational.

AMID GOV'T EFFORTS

A $160 million investment will upgrade GPL's

transmission and distribution system

The growing
electricity demand in
Guyana has reached 205
MW over the past three
months, prompting
the government to take

immediate steps to meet
the country’s rising
power needs. Prime
Minister Brigadier
(Retd) Mark Phillips
made this announcement

during an energy mixer
hosted by AmCham at
the Guyana Marriott
Hotel.

Prime Minister
Phillips highlighted the
significant rise from
188 MW earlier in the
year and reaffirmed
the government’s
commitment to ensuring
adequate power supply.
He noted that an
additional 60 MW will be
sourced from contractors
before the end of the
year, complementing the
36 MW boost already
acquired through a
Turkish power ship.

“We are working
tirelessly to ensure

we have enough
electricity while
we await the Gas-
to-Energy project,

which will add 300

MW to the grid,” PM
Phillips said.

This landmark
project, set to be
completed by the current
administration, is

expected to transform
Guyana’s energy
landscape. The prime
minister ~ emphasised
that savings from this
initiative will help bridge
the energy gap between

TO EXPAND POWER SUPPLY DEMAND HITS 205 MW

the hinterland and the
coast.

Additionally,  Vice
President and General
Secretary of the PPP,
Dr Bharrat Jagdeo,
addressed public
concerns over power
outages, stating the
government is sparing
no effort to improve the
generating capacity of
Guyana Power and Light
(GPL) Inc. A $160 million
investment will upgrade
GPL’s transmission and
distribution system,
with 20 companies
shortlisted for the task.

Dr. Jagdeo pointed

out that the APNU+AFC
government’s failure to
support the Amaila Falls
Hydropower Project
hindered Guyana’s
energy  growth, but
reassured citizens that
the Gas-to-Energy
project will drastically
reduce  costs  and
enhance reliability.

The  government’s
focus  remains  on
modernising the
electricity grid,
increasing capacity, and
preparing for the future
as Guyana’s economy
and infrastructure
rapidly expand.
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STATE-OF-THE-ART AIR SEPARATION UNIT
OPENS IN GUYANA

ﬂ.&

Minister of Natural
Resources, Vickram
Bharrat

)

Guyana's

burgeoning oil and
gas sector received a
significant boost with the
commissioning of Massy
Gas Products Guyana
Ltd (MGPGL)'s Air
Separation Unit (ASU).
This cutting-edge facility
will play a vital role in
supporting the country’s
industrial growth and
energy security.

The