
Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi was conferred with Guyana’s 

highest national award, the Order of 

Excellence, during his visit to the coun-

try last week.  

Modi was presented with a sculp-

ture titled, “Pivotal Bond,” created by 

renowned sculptor Winslow Craig and 

made from local Silverballi wood. 

During the visit, he and Guyana 

President, Dr Irfaan Ali engaged in ex-

tensive bilateral discussions that touch 

on many areas of mutual interest, 

signed several Memoranda of Under-

standing, and delivered remarks at the 

Second CARICOM-India Summit.

Barbados and the U.S. Export-

Import Bank (USExim Bank) have 

signed a US$500 million Memoran-

dum of Understanding (MOU) to im-

prove critical sectors, including 

renewable energy, cybersecurity, water 

and sanitation, and maritime domain 

awareness. 

The agreement, signed on Mon-

day by Prime Minister Mia Amor 

Mottley and USExim Bank Chair-

woman Reta Jo Lewis (in photograph 

above), will finance U.S.-made goods 

and services for government projects 

that align with the island’s push for 

100 per cent renewable energy by 

2030 and enhanced digital security. 

Speaking during the signing 

event, Chairwoman Lewis said, “We 

see Barbados as a key country in the 

Caribbean where Exim can support 

impactful projects that improve lives 

and build economies. 

“From small-scale business sup-

port to large transformational infra-

structure projects, Exim has the tools 

to help a wide variety of clients across 

Barbados.” 

Prime Minister Mottley described 

the agreement, which remains in effect 

through 2026, as a win for both na-

tions, noting that the focus areas of the 

agreement “are all central to maintain-

ing a healthy investment climate for 

future foreign investment in Barba-

dos.”  

 “The agreements send a signal to 

the market that EXIM is eager to fi-

nance meaningful projects that support 

new business opportunities in key sec-

tors across the United States and the 

Eastern Caribbean. This is what strate-

gic partnerships between the U.S. and 

our key allies look like,” Lewis said. 

Exim also signed a US$300M 

MoU with St Kitts & Nevis on the 

same day.
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Indian PM gets top Guyana Award
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LIAT 2020 has 

“Guyanese, the 

business community, 
and the tourism 
sector only ask 
for three things: 
p r e d i c t a b i l i t y , 
reliability, and 
consistency. We want 
to know that when we 
show up, we can get 

anywhere else in the 
world,”

As LIAT 2020 

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Georgetown 
to our network. We 

this new service will 
contribute to the 
growth of Guyana’s 
tourism industry and 
provide a seamless 
travel experience for 
our customers.”

We 
look forward to 
working closely with 
local partners to 
ensure the success 
of this route. We 

invite all travellers 
to experience 
the comfort and 
convenience of 
KLM’s services.”

Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, Gaston 
Browne, and Minister of Public Works, Bishop Juan 
Edghill, CEO of the Cheddi Jagan International 
Airport, Ramesh Geer, and Director of the Guyana 
Tourism Authority, Kamrul Baksh and Antigua and 
Barbuda delegation cutting the ribbon during the 

Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, Gaston 
Browne, and Minister of Public Works, Bishop Juan 
Edghill, CEO of the Cheddi Jagan International 
Airport, Ramesh Geer, and Director of the Guyana 
Tourism Authority, Kamrul Baksh and Antigua and 
Barbuda delegation cutting the ribbon during the 
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“The International 
Decade has provided 
m u c h - n e e d e d 
impetus to rewrite 
the narratives of the 
past, shedding light 
on the egregious 
unspoken truths 
and preserving the 
dignity of the victims 
of slavery and the 
transatlantic slave 

trade.”

Minister of Tourism, 
Industry and Commerce, 
Oneidge Walrond
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AS government continues to ad-

vance its transformational agenda, Sen-

ior Minister in the Office of the 

President with Responsibility for Fi-

nance and the Public Service, Dr. Ashni 

Singh, on Monday presented Financial 

Papers Numbers three and four for 

2024 to the National Assembly, seeking 

parliamentary consideration and ap-

proval for development support to-

talling $84.5 billion. 

Under Financial Paper Number 3, 

approval for Supplementary Estimates 

(Current) is being sought in relation to 

advances made from the Contingency 

Fund, totalling $456.9 million for the 

period 2024-11-07 to 2024-11-22. 

These advances are primarily related to 

security services for the Ministry of Ed-

ucation and Regions One and Six. 

Under Financial Paper Number 4, ap-

proval is being sought for Supplemen-

tary Estimates (Current and Capital) 

totalling $84.1 billion for the period 

ending 2024-12-31. 

Foremost among the support re-

quired is the Assembly’s approval of 

$30.5 billion for the provision of re-

sources for the commencement of the 

$100,000 cash grant initiative an-

nounced by His Excellency President 

Irfaan Ali in October 2024. 

It would be recalled that this initia-

tive will see every Guyanese aged 18 

and older receiving $100,000 each, and 

when completed, will place $60 billion 

in the hands of citizens countrywide. 

Another key area for which government 

is seeking approval is for an amount of 

$25.3 billion under the Office of the 

Prime Minister to advance its transfor-

mational gas-to- energy project. Once 

this comes on stream, it is expected that 

electricity costs will be reduced by 50 

percent countrywide, increasing the 

competitiveness of other industries, and 

reducing Guyana’s reliance on heavy 

fossil fuels. 

Under the Ministry of Housing 

and Water, approval is being sought for 

$8.4 billion to continue the develop-

ment of housing schemes and the 

coastal water supply programme. No-

tably, government is on track to achieve 

the commitment of delivering of 50,000 

house lots between 2020 and 2025, 

with more than 40,000 expected to be 

distributed by the end of this year. 

The President Irfaan Ali-led Gov-

ernment has significantly ramped up in-

vestments to strengthen, expand, and 

rehabilitate the country’s drainage and 

irrigation (D&I) infrastructure, promot-

ing growth in agriculture, and improve-

ment in quality of life being enjoyed by 

the citizens. Under Financial Paper 

Number 4, Government is seeking ap-

proval for an amount of approximately 

$5.5 billion for the National Drainage 

and Irrigation Authority to support the 

advancement of D&I works throughout 

the country. 

Moreover, under the Ministry of 

Health, government is seeking Parlia-

mentary approval for $4.5 billion in 

pursuit of advancing construction of the 

six regional hospitals in Lima, De Ken-

dren, Diamond, Enmore, Bath and No. 

75 Village, as well as to initiate works 

on regional hospitals at Lethem, 

Moruca and Kato. Further, $3.6 billion 

is being sought to support the provision 

of drugs and medical supplies. 

Under the Ministry of Education, 

approval is being sought for an amount 

of $1.2 billion to support the operations 

of the University of Guyana. 

It would be recalled that, also in 

October, His Excellency President Ir-

faan Ali announced that starting Janu-

ary 2025, tuition fees will be 

completely abolished at the University 

of Guyana. (MoF)
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

Guyana Gov’t seeks $84.5 billion to 
advance crucial initiatives

Guyana Finance Minister Dr Ashni Singh
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PM Modi arrived at the Cheddi Jagan International 

Airport (CJIA) on the evening of November 19, 

where he was greeted with a ceremonial gun 

salute and a warm reception led by President Dr. 

Irfaan Ali. Accompanying the President were Prime 

Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark Phillips, Foreign 

Minister Hugh Todd, Indian High Commissioner Dr. 

Amit Telang, and other senior officials.

Following the airport ceremony, PM Modi travelled 

to the Guyana Marriott Hotel in Georgetown, 

where he was embraced by the vibrant Indian 

diaspora. Tassa drumming and a cultural showcase 

reflecting Guyana’s “One Guyana” initiative created 

a festive atmosphere. Minister of Local Government Sonia Parag officially welcomed the Prime Minister, and Georgetown’s Mayor 

Alfred Mentore presented him with the keys to the city, symbolising the deepening partnership between the two nations.

On November 20, 2024, PM Modi and 

President Ali held high-level discussions 

at State House, which resulted in the 

signing of several key agreements aimed 

at strengthening the bilateral relationship. 

These agreements spanned multiple 

sectors, including healthcare, energy, 

agriculture, and finance.

• Healthcare: Collaboration on medical 

product regulation and pharmacopeia, 

with a focus on improving 

manufacturing standards and advancing 

telemedicine.

• Energy: Enhanced cooperation in 

hydrocarbons, clean energy, and 

technology transfer to facilitate a fair 

energy transition.

• Agriculture: Promoting joint research, 

capacity building, and expertise sharing 

to strengthen food security.

• Finance: Introduction of India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) to modernise Guyana’s financial transactions.

The agreements were signed by India’s External Affairs Minister Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar and Guyana’s government ministers, 

marking a significant step forward in India-Guyana relations.

President Ali expressed optimism about 

these partnerships, stating,

“India will support our sugar industry, 

our corn and soy planting, and vaccine 

manufacturing ambitions.”

Discussions also touched on global 

geopolitical tensions, with both leaders 

advocating for dialogue and diplomacy. 

They called for comprehensive reforms of 

the United Nations, emphasising the need 
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While at State House, PM Modi was 

introduced to Guyana’s famous seven curry, 

a traditional dish with roots in India, dating 

back to the era of Indian indentureship. 

First Lady Arya Ali shared on social media:

“We introduced Prime Minister Modi to 

Guyana’s famous 7-curry, served in the 

traditional style of eating from the ‘purine’ 

(water lily) leaf, a practice that traces back 

to India.”

This culinary exchange highlighted the enduring influence of Indian culture on Guyanese traditions.

for greater representation of small island developing states.

A joint working group will be established to ensure the smooth implementation of the 

agreements, focusing on addressing challenges and bottlenecks.

PM Modi expressed his gratitude for the warm welcome and reaffirmed the importance 

of continued collaboration:

“I consider it my good fortune to return to Guyana as Prime Minister. The hospitality 

and warmth of the Guyanese people reflect our strong, enduring ties.”
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In a symbolic gesture of unity and growth, 

PM Modi and President Ali planted a 

Saraca indica, commonly known as the 

Ashoka tree, at State House. The Ashoka 

tree, with its vibrant blooms and deep 

cultural significance, symbolises healing, 

resilience, and harmony, marking the 

strengthening of the partnership between 

the two nations.
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In the afternoon of November 20, PM 

Modi participated in the Second India-

CARICOM Summit at the Marriott Hotel, 

marking the first time the summit was 

held in a CARICOM Member State. PM 

Modi unveiled a seven-point agenda to 

further strengthen India’s engagement 

with CARICOM, focusing on the region’s 

development priorities.

Key initiatives included:

• Capacity Building: Expanding the Indian 

Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme to accommodate 1,000 additional CARICOM participants over five years.

• Technology-Driven Governance: Offering an online training platform similar to India’s Integrated Government Online Training 

(iGOT) portal for civil servants in areas such as technology, law, and education.

• Agricultural Innovation: Using soil testing and drones to advance food security in the region.

• Maritime Development: Supplying ferries to boost regional transportation and trade.

• Cultural Diplomacy: Supporting cricket by providing training to 11 female players from each CARICOM nation.
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each each
eacheach

Anchor Syrup
Sorrel/Ginger & 
Strawberry ONLY 750 ml399

each

Dixee Original 
Crackers
288 g

Windsor Safe-T-Salt

Road Salt

10 kg

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Pearl 
Basmati Rice
8 lbs

Creation Foods
Veggie Chunks
Assorted 200 g

99¢

199
eacheach

Grace Organic 
Coconut Milk 
400 ml 2/699Caribbean Delight

Sun Dried Sorrel
100 g

Ann Honeyed

Ginger Drink
18's

Cedar

Canola Oil
2.84 L

Grace Yellow 

Corn Meal 
2 kg

699
each each

Bedessee
Carbolic Soap
125 g 3/220

Golden Banana 

Plantain Chips
70 g

2/550

Garden Patch

Peas & Carrots
398 ml

Sunlight

Dishwashing Liquid
Lavender ONLY  562 ml249

each

129
each

each

each299
each 99¢

Redpath Golden 

Yellow or Dark 

Brown Sugar 1 kg 249
each

Nu Chef

White Vinegar
4 L 199

Boost

Nutritional Drink
237 ml

Hereford

Luncheon Meat
340 g 99¢

each

Heavy Duty

Aluminum Foil
25 SQ FT 99¢ 399

each each

each69969¢

2/
$3

Maggi Season-Up
All Purpose Seasoning 

200 g 349
each

PAST BEST BEFORE DATE
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

k
am

 R
d

.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
er

fo
rd

 R
d

. 
S

o
u
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.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
er

st
o

n
e 

D
r.

M
ar

ti
n

 G
ro

v
e 

R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

ore Hours
onday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
turday 8 am to 9 pm
nday 9 am to 7 pm

Five Locations To Serve You Better
ough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

 Specials in Effect Thu. Nov.28th
until Wed. Dec.4th 2024. 

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Fresh Seafood Catches

rom

Fresh
Porgy Fish

lb as is
$399

$799
lb as is

Fresh 
Doctor Fish

Frozen Easy Cooked 
Trimmed Oxtail

$999
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Under New Management

lb as is
$799

Fresh
Strawberry Grouper

Fresh
Snapper Fillet

Salted
Beef Short Ribs

$599
lb$199

lb

Fresh
Beef Liver

Fresh Jamaican

Pumpkin

Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon
5-7 kg

lb as islb as is
$599
Fresh Cassava

resh Large 

abbage

$899

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$199
lb 

Fresh
 Chicken Leg 

Quarters

5999
5399

Flamingo

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

$199
lb

Salted
Pig Tail

Frozen Cleaned & Gutted
Yellow Tail Snapper

$899
lb as is

Fresh Florida 
Red Snappers

129
lb199

lb5002/ 599
lb

Fresh Jamaican 

Coco

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$499
lb Frozen

$699$95 lb
10 Lb

Extra Large
Salted Cod Fish
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On November 21, 2024, PM Modi’s visit 

reached a historic peak as he addressed 

Guyana’s National Assembly, becoming only 

the second foreign leader in the nation’s 

post-independence history to do so. In 

his speech, he celebrated the resilience of 

democracy and called for global unity in 

addressing the world’s most pressing issues.

Speaking in Hindi, with the aid of an 

interpreter, he emphasised the importance of 

democratic values:

“Democracy is not just a law or a system—it is in our DNA.”

At the core of his address was the framework of “Democracy First, Humanity First” which he described as a moral compass guiding 

governance and global cooperation. He called for unity in tackling global challenges such as terrorism, cybercrime, and climate 

change.

That evening, PM Modi was awarded Guyana’s Order of Excellence, the country’s highest 

national honour, in recognition of his leadership and contributions to global development. 

The award ceremony was part of a grand State Dinner hosted by President Ali, which 

included a cultural celebration showcasing Guyana’s rich diversity.

President Ali praised PM Modi’s leadership during the pandemic:

“The greatest test of any member of the human family is to give of their very little when 

they are most in need. Prime Minister Modi has fulfilled this test with distinction during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, gifting 500,000 vaccines to CARICOM.”

In his acceptance speech, PM Modi expressed heartfelt gratitude:

“Under President Ali’s leadership, we are continuously moving forward in every direction. 

Even in today’s discussions, I felt his a�ection and respect for the people of India.”
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After his address, PM Modi paid tribute 

to Mahatma Gandhi and the Arya Samaj 

monument at Georgetown’s Promenade 

Gardens. He also visited the Indian 

Monument Gardens in Georgetown, 

honouring the legacy of Indian indentured 

laborers who arrived in Guyana. These visits 

celebrated the enduring cultural and spiritual 

connections between India and Guyana.

PM Modi also visited the Saraswati Vidya 

Niketan school, which seeks to integrate 

traditional Indian culture into the educational 

curriculum, addressing the legacy of 

colonialism.
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IN an era of increasing globalisa-

tion, businesses across the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM), including 

Guyana, have been presented with an 

exceptional opportunity to tap into Eu-

ropean Union (EU) markets. 

Speaking to the benefits to be de-

rived from the Economic Partnership 

Agreement (EPA) between the EU and 

CARICOM, EU Ambassador to 

Guyana René van Nes said the pact of-

fers duty-free and quota-free access, 

the objective of which is to enhance 

trade relations and foster economic de-

velopment across the region. 

Further highlighting the benefits 

of this arrangement, Ambassador van 

Nes, whose forte is Macro Economics 

and Public Finance, shared some in-

valuable insights during the latest 

episode of the Energy Perspectives 

podcast, which is being powered by the 

Guyana Energy Conference and Supply 

Chain Expo. 

He explained that products made 

in the Caribbean can be exported to the 

European Union without paying any 

tariffs or being subject to import limits. 

“And with that comes a whole package 

of promotions; trade promotions and 

assistance to make sure that these diffi-

cult EU rules, which also apply to Eu-

ropean producers, can be met here 

[Guyana] as well,” he said. 

Despite the EPA’s immense poten-

tial, van Nes recognised that its bene-

fits are not widely known. With its 

rapidly growing economy, buoyed by 

the burgeoning oil-and gas sector, 

Guyana is uniquely positioned to take 

advantage of the EPA, particularly as it 

strengthens ties with European mar-

kets. Ambassador van Nes revealed a 

striking statistic: “In 2023, about half 

of Guyana’s oil was actually bought by 

the European Union,” he said. 

He highlighted that this growing 

partnership underscores the strategic 

significance of the EPA, and as the EU 

seeks to reduce its reliance on Russian 

oil, he said, emerging oil-producing na-

tions like Guyana are poised to reap 

substantial benefits. 

The ambassador also highlighted 

several key strengths of Guyana’s in-

vestment climate. 

Firstly, he said that its abundance 

of natural resources, including oil, 

forests and biodiversity, offer signifi-

cant potential for development. How-

ever, transforming these opportunities 

into tangible results requires adequate 

financing, he noted. Additionally, he 

emphasised the need for a willing and 

capable workforce. Most importantly, 

van Nes emphasised the role of a dy-

namic government with a clear vision, 

such as the Low-Carbon Development 

Strategy (LCDS) 2030, and the ability 

to implement that vision through con-

crete actions. “All of that creates a very 

conducive environment for countries to 

operate, as you know what you are get-

ting into,” the Dutch national said. 

The ambassador pointed out that 

Guyana is making significant efforts to 

strengthen its institutions, recognising 

their crucial role in the country’s devel-

opment. He referenced the recent 

Nobel Prize in Economics, awarded to 

researchers who concluded that suc-

cessful nations are those that have es-

tablished robust institutions capable of 

supporting and sustaining their growth. 

In this regard, van Nes, who’s not 

only fluent in his native Dutch but is 

also conversant in English, German 

and French, pointed out: “That is why I 

am happy to see that the government 

[of Guyana] is investing in its people; 

in its institutions. Because that strength 

will be absolutely crucial in accompa-

nying Guyana’s growth over the com-

ing years…” 

Guyana’s trade relations with the 

European Union have strengthened, 

marked by increased exports. Between 

January 2017 and September 2023, 

trade amounted to US$11 billion. 

Trade grew by 778 per cent be-

tween 2021 and 2022, a movement 

from US$614 million to US$5.4 bil-

lion, largely on account of develop-

ments in Guyana’s oil-and-gas sector. 

Guyana and the European Union 

established diplomatic relations in 

1975 with the signing of the historic 

Georgetown Agreement. 

Since then, the EU has remained a 

vital development partner for Guyana, 

providing funding for numerous pro-

grammes over the years to support the 

country’s growth.

Caricom countries urged to tap into 
duty-free benefits in EU markets

EU Ambassador René van Nes
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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