
At the invitation of His Excel-

lency Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, Pres-

ident of the Cooperative Republic 

of Guyana, Prime Minister of India, 

the Honourable Shri Narendra 

Modi will pay a State Visit to the 

Co-operative Republic of Guyana 

from November 19 to 21, 2024.  

The visit underlines the histori-

cally strong relations between India 

and Guyana. It may be noted that 

H.E. Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, Presi-

dent of the Co-operative Republic 

of Guyana, visited India in January 

2023 as the Chief Guest at the 17th 

Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas, where he 

was awarded the Pravasi Bharatiya 

Samman.  

During his State Visit, Hon-

ourable Prime Minister Shri Naren-

dra Modi will engage in 

summit-level bilateral discussions 

with His Excellency Dr Mohamed 

Irfaan Ali, the President of Guyana. 

He will also co-chair the 2nd India-

CARICOM Summit in George-

town, Guyana, alongside the 

Honourable Prime Minister of 

Grenada, Mr Dickon Mitchell, and 

President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali.  

The Honourable Prime Minis-

ter is also scheduled to address the 

National Assembly of the Parlia-

ment of the Co-operative Republic 

of Guyana.  

Also on his agenda is an ad-

dress to the Indian community and 

the Indian diaspora in Guyana.  

Additionally, the Honourable 

PM will offer a floral tribute at the 

Mahatma Gandhi statue at the 

Promenade Garden in Georgetown, 

which was installed in 1969 during 

the Mahatma Gandhi centenary cel-

ebrations.  

He will also visit the Indian Ar-

rival Monument in the Monument 

Garden, which commemorates the 

arrival of the first ship carrying In-

dian indentured labourers to the 

Caribbean. The ship arrived on the 

shores of the then British Guiana in 

1838. 

“ Modi Ji's visit to Guyana sig-

nificantly affirms the solid and en-

during historical cultural bond 

between these two former British 

colonies. It is opportune that this 

meeting by President Ali and Modi  

Ji will, no doubt, positively im-

pact the Indian diaspora.  The civi-

lizational ethos and traditions of 

India are now firmly cemented in 

the fabric of every aspect of life in 

Guyanese society.  

“This historic meeting is a mo-

mentous step in reconnecting our 

shared heritage and advancing bi-

lateral ties in trade, technology, en-

ergy and capacity building for both 

countries' mutual benefit and 

progress. As Modi JI proudly pro-

claims: Vasu Dhaiva Kutumbakam - 

The world is one family,” noted 

Cliff Rajkumar, the Indian Diaspora 

Council’s National Coordinator, 

Canada.
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Guyana President Irfaan Ali with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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By Dr. Vishnu Bisram 

 

I had several memorable encounters 

with Modi in New York, New Jersey, 

Trinidad, and India before he became Gen-

eral Secretary of the BJP and Chief Minister 

of Gujarat in late 2001 and subsequently as 

CM and PM. Modi came to Guyana extend-

ing a trip he had made to Trinidad at a Hindu 

conference at which several Guyanese were 

present including this writer. He was guest 

of Ravi Dev, Swami Aksharananda, and oth-

ers. Much water has flown under the bridge 

since his only visit to Guyana in 2000. Little 

would Modi have known that his next visit 

would be as the head of the world’s largest 

democracy. His visit to Guyana is eagerly 

anticipated with grand welcome planned at 

several events. 

Modi encountered Guyanese and other 

Indo-Caribbean people when he was a stu-

dent and a pracharak (volunteer) in India 

and when he attended programs of Gujaratis 

in New York and New Jersey that Dharam-

datt Durjan (formerly of Mahaica) and a few 

other Guyanese, including this writer, would 

patronize; he was a deeply religious man, a 

devotee of Goddess Durga. Modi was a de-

voted social worker (a Hindu pracharak) 

who volunteered his time to assist others as 

was his training and commitment to the or-

ganization he belonged. When others 

blanked him, treating him as a pariah and 

bashing him with a lot of anti-Modi propa-

ganda, I visited the Gujarat booth at PBD in 

January 2003 (Delhi), 2004 (Delhi), 2005 

(Mumbai), and several other PBDs when he 

was CM as well as PM. Bharrat Jagdeo was 

the Chief Guest at PBD 2004. Gujarat had 

one of the largest booths at PBDs and Modi 

engaged everyone including critics and de-

tractors. (As an aside, I stand to be corrected 

that Narendra Modi is the only individual 

who attended all PBDs – a gathering of In-

dians from the diaspora; next January would 

be the 18th edition). 

Modi’s rise as PM was predicted by 

ARSP Pracharak Chaman Lall, VHP Leader 

Ashok Singhal, Trinidadians Raviji Maharaj 

and Dr. Vijay Naraynsingh, and Guyanese 

as well. Singhal, who visited Guyana a cou-

ple times, revealed to Ravi Dev that Modi 

had (has) all the qualities of a leader and 

would one day become PM. Naraynsingh 

latter after his encounter with Modi at the 

Washington conference had described Mod-

iji as erudite, charismatic, brilliant and 

Prime Ministerial material; Naraynsingh re-

lated his views to Pandit Raviji Maharaj. 

Naraynsingh would meet Modi again twice 

in Trinidad before he became CM, the last 

time in 2000, at Hindu conferences. Modi 

came to Guyana after the 2000 Trinidad 

conference and was hosted by several 

prominent figures not the least being Ravi 

Dev and Swamiji Aksharananda. I remem-

ber a conversation with Swamiji around 

2009 in which he said that Modi should be 

the PM’s candidate; the great LK Advani led 

the BJP in the election and lost. Modi, a dis-

ciple of Advani, would become the PM can-

didate in 2014 carrying the BJP to a 

landslide victory and re-elected again by a 

landslide in 2019. Swamiji knew Modiji 

quite well and had encounters with Modi-ji 

in India when the former was a student there 

as did Ravi-ji Maharaj and Pandit Dr Indrani 

Rampersad (currently teaching courses on 

Indian diaspora and Hinduism) at Benaras 

Hindu University where she did stints of 

studies. Several Guyanese and other Indo-

Caribbeans studied at BHU; this writer was 

a guest lecturer on multiple occasions at 

BHU with another appearance planned for 

early January. Modi also came to New York 

at the UN Millennium conference in August 

2000 and interacted with Gujaratis including 

Dr. Mukund Mody, a close and dear friend 

of Indo-Caribbean Hindus. Dr. Mody facil-

itated encounters with Modiji. 

My multiple encounters of Modi 

found him to be charming, personable, affa-

ble, remarkable, telegenic, articulate, bril-

liant, a star, and a man of substance. In NY 

and New Jersey, Gujaratis flocked to him. 

As CM and at Gujarat booth in India, he 

knew what he wanted for his state; he was 

development oriented and encouraged peo-

ple to invest in Gujarat. There were beauti-

ful glossy brochures advertising the state 

that was open for investment. Modi himself 

appeared at ease interacting with guests or 

the public who visited the booth. He made 

comments that evoked laughter or smile and 

he laughed quite a lot. I visited Gujarat sev-

eral times and was very impressed with the 

development of the state under CM Modi 

leadership. Under his tenure (2001-14), Gu-

jarat was and remains the most developed 

state with the highest standard of living and 

quality of life. It was also the safest state in 

India. Women used to fear going out during 

the dark prior to Modi becoming PM. Dur-

ing his tenure and till now, females have felt 

safe going out at all hours of the day or 

night. He was an outstanding politician, a 

man who cares for his people and who is not 

about self. 

Modi has become the most followed 

political personality on social media. Modi 

has carved a place in the minds, thoughts, 

and heart of Guyanese and other Indo-

Caribbeans who engaged him.

Modi has a special place in heart 
of Indo-Caribbeans 

Ravi Dev on extreme left, Narendra Modi extreme right
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Works ongoing on the Courtyard by Marriott International Hotel 
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Caribbean Airlines 
(CAL) has strengthened 
regional connectivity by 

between Guyana and 
Suriname. The inaugural 

Correia International 
Airport (Ogle Airport) 

Correia International 
Airport (Ogle Airport) 

accommodate the surge 

Ali recently visited the 

Courtyard by Marriott 

major airport hotel. 

on Sunday, November 3, 
2024.

Works, Bishop Juan 

milestone in Guyana’s 
tourism development. 
He emphasised the 

in air travel and tourism. 
The airport, which 

increase in operations, 
now handles over 200 

Located just a minute 

Jagan International 

to position Guyana 
as a premier tourism 
destination and 

increased connectivity 
in achieving this goal. 
“This shows that 
we’re not just talking 
and engaging, but 
people are believing, 
trusting us, and 
they’re making 
the necessary 
investments,” he 
stated.

The minister also 
linked this development 
to the ongoing 

highway, emphasising 
the government’s vision 
to make Guyana a 

landings per day.

Works, Bishop Juan 

Airlines’ inaugural 

highlighted the need 

to handle the growing 

passengers.
“We’re having 

more aircraft, 

the possibility of 
exploring new areas. 
One of the things that 
we have to do is to 

“We are very 
pleased with the 
progress of this 
project,” President 
Ali stated during the 

regional transportation 
hub.

Tourism, Industry, and 
Commerce, Oneidge 
Walrond, echoed the 

tourism sector. She said, 
“As a government, we 
have seen a push for 
more connectivity 
because that is what 
will undergird our 
tourism thrust for 
the world to see that 
Guyana is indeed a 
premier eco-tourism 
destination.”

Caribbean Airlines 

Guyana and Suriname, 
Renatha Marshall, 

create more space,” 

The airport’s Board 

submitted a development 
plan outlining the 

This includes increasing 
seating capacity, 

shopping options, and 
potentially building an 

also emphasised the 

runway to accommodate 

along with the planned 

inspection. “This hotel 
will not only enhance 
the travel experience 
for visitors but 
also contribute to 
the growth of our 
tourism industry.”

The project, 
undertaken by Cardinal 
Investments Inc., is 

by March 2025. To 
ensure environmental 
sustainability, the hotel 
will incorporate solar 
panels to supply heated 
water. “This is a green 
initiative that will 
help reduce energy 
consumption and 
promote a more 
sustainable future,” 
said Jonathan Mohal, 

commitment to Guyana 
and its people. The new 
route will be operated 

Jagan International 

Guyana’s position as a 

the project manager.

to create over 200 jobs 
and will be managed by 
Marriott International. 
“Marriott starts like 
six months before 
the opening date, so 
they are here with 
us getting the team 
together to manage 
the hotel,” Mohal 
added.

This development 
aligns with the 

travel between the two 
countries.

regional aviation hub.

government’s broader 

and positioning the 
country as a premier 
tourist destination. 

Hospitality and Tourism 
Training Institute in Port 

support the industry 
by providing skilled 
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President Ali inspecting ongoing work

President Ali inspecting ongoing work

This new route will be served by the airline’s ATR 72-
600 aircraft

Minister of Public Works, Bishop Juan Edghill

Ogle Airport to be expanded to meet growing demand

Suriname
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OGLE AIRPORT EXPANSION PLANNED TO MEET 

GROWING DEMAND
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Over 250 residents 

seeing the world more 
clearly, thanks to a 
government initiative 

Services and Social 
Security has invested $5 
million to bring this vital 
service to the region.

Services and Social 
Security, Dr. Vindhya 
Persaud, personally 

attended distribution 
events in various 
communities. One 
recipient, Kamini 
Persaud, a security 

gratitude, stating, 
“Thank you so much 
for the glasses. I can 

words that I couldn’t 
see before.”

The programme 

parents and guardians 
able to collect glasses 

Sewah, a parent, praised 
the initiative, saying, 
“The initiative will 

because they stay a 

and in their younger 
ages it will protect 
their eyes more.”

Chendrakumar Ramlall 

“The brand-new 
glasses would assist 

in completing my 
important everyday 
tasks such as 
reading, writing, and 
signing documents,” 

care, the government 

underscores the 
ministry’s commitment 

all Guyanese, particularly 
the vulnerable.

Ali has emphasised 
the government’s 
commitment to the 

at the Diwali Mahostav, 
at the Leonora Track 

President highlighted 

“We know how 
to give, because we 
never took away 
the Because We 
Care cash grant. 
We never closed 
the sugar industry,” 
the President said. 
He emphasised the 

and giving to build 
a strong and united 
society.

The President also 

creating a positive impact 
on society. “We have 
not only restored 
hope, we have 
brought meaning to 

that hope,” he stated.
The government’s 

investments in 
healthcare, education, 

Guyanese. The President 
assured citizens that 
these essential services 
are no longer distant 
hopes but are now 
readily accessible.

Attorney General 
Anil Nandlall highlighted 
the government’s 
dedication to unity and 
inclusivity. He urged 
citizens to appreciate the 

religion, a right that is 

people around the world.

Government and 
Regional Development 
Sonia Parag echoed 
the President’s vision 

emphasizing the 

prosperity and the 

generations.
The Diwali Mahostav, 

a vibrant celebration 

showcased the diversity 

250 REGION SIX RESIDENTS SEE250 REGION SIX RESIDENTS SEE

 BRIGHTER FUTURE WITH NEW GLASSES BRIGHTER FUTURE WITH NEW GLASSES

Scene from  the Diwali 
Mahostav, at the 
Leonora Track and Field 
Stadium 



MINISTER of Health, Dr. Frank 

Anthony, on Sunday delivered an in-

spiring speech at the University of 

Guyana School of Medicine’s White 

Coat Ceremony, encouraging the gradu-

ating students to embark on a lifelong 

journey of growth, compassion, and 

dedication to healthcare. 

Addressing the new cohort of 

medical professionals, Dr Anthony ex-

tended heartfelt congratulations, ex-

pressing the significance of their 

transition from university to a demand-

ing yet rewarding career. 

“Your graduation is a remarkable 

achievement, and you are entering 

healthcare at an extraordinary time 

when unprecedented advancements are 

opening new opportunities that past 

generations could only dream of,” Dr 

Anthony noted. 

Reflecting on his own experience 

and the evolving landscape of health-

care in Guyana, Dr Anthony high-

lighted the transformative projects 

underway that are reshaping the na-

tion’s healthcare infrastructure. 

“Back in the 1990s, resources 

were limited, and healthcare conditions 

were far from ideal but today, we are 

making leaps and bounds to create fa-

cilities and opportunities that can en-

able you to provide top-quality care 

across all regions of Guyana”, he said. 

The Minister elaborated on plans 

for new hospitals, specialised services, 

and upgraded healthcare facilities that 

will provide newly trained doctors with 

advanced resources and improved 

working conditions, emphasising the 

Ministry of Health’s commitment to 

equipping healthcare facilities with cut-

ting-edge technology and robust digital 

systems, including the upcoming imple-

mentation of digital patient records and 

telemedicine capabilities. 

“We want you to be ready to work 

in a digital environment that allows you 

to provide better, more efficient care, 

even in remote areas”, Dr. Anthony 

said. 

In closing, Dr Anthony reminded 

the audience of the importance of hu-

mility, and empathy, when delivering 

health care. 

“This white coat is more than a 

symbol; it is a reminder of the responsi-

bility you carry to treat each patient 

with respect and compassion. Remain 

humble, continue to grow, and serve the 

people of this country with dedication. 

Your journey has only just begun, and 

we are here to support you every step 

of the way”, the Health Minister ex-

plained. 

The White Coat Ceremony, at-

tended by relatives, faculty members, 

and distinguished guests, marked a piv-

otal step for medical students, symbol-

ising their commitment to the values of 

medicine as they prepare for the chal-

lenges and rewards of clinical practice. 

(MoH)
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

New medical professionals urged to 
embrace Guyana’s health sector

Scenes from the University of Guyana School of Medicine's White Coat ceremony held on Sunday

Guyana 
Veterans 
get a $$ 
boost

PRIME Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d) 

Mark Phillips has announced that the Gov-

ernment of Guyana will donate $2 million 

to the Guyana Veterans Legion to help the 

organisation continue to provide support 

to veterans. 

The Prime Minister made the an-

nouncement on Sunday during his remarks 

at the annual Remembrance Day cere-

mony at the Guyana Veterans Legion 

(GVL) headquarters on Carifesta Avenue. 

Reaffirming the government’s com-

mitment to Guyana’s veterans, the Prime 

Minister also announced that each surviv-

ing World War II veteran would receive 

$100,000 from President Dr Irfaan Ali. 

He said the government is also com-

mitted to continuing to provide other bian-

nual support. 

In addition to the $2 million donation, 

the Prime Minister will present the Legion 

with a sum of money as a personal gesture 

to support its work. 

Meanwhile, he reiterated the govern-

ment’s pledge to ensure veterans have ac-

cess to healthcare, rehabilitation, and other 

vital resources, underscoring its dedication 

to supporting veterans beyond their years 

of service. “Our veterans embody the high-

est ideals of service, and as a society, we 

must ensure they receive the care and op-

portunities they deserve.” 

PM Phillips signalled his intention to 

see the Veterans Legion building rehabili-

tated.  

He committed to working with Chief 

of Defence Staff, Brigadier Omar Khan 

and the Guyana Defence Force to secure 

funding for the building’s restoration. 



EQUALITY NEWS 15THURSDAY NOVEMBER 14 2024



16 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY NOVEMBER 14 2024
��������	
�����
��������������������������	
���������

���
���������	
Guyana's 50th Diwali Motorcade was a spectacular event, 

drawing thousands of spectators and showcasing the rich 

cultural tapestry of the nation. Organised by the Guyana Hindu 

Dharmic Sabha, the motorcade featured a record number of 

artistry of the participating groups.

The government's support for over 35 Mandirs and youth groups 

nationwide contributed to the success of the event. Regional 

motorcades held in Essequibo, East Bank Demerara, West 

Georgetown.

The main motorcade commenced from the Shri Krishna Mandir 

in Campbelville, winding its way through the traditional route 

along Sandy Babb Street and Vlissengen Road, and culminating 

at the LBI Community Centre Ground. A captivating cultural 

programme featuring renowned Indian singer Nachiket Lele and 

local talents like Vishale Samlall and Bunty Singh entertained 

the crowd.

The Diwali Motorcade is not just a celebration of light and hope; 

it is a testament to the enduring spirit of Guyana's diverse culture
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each each
eacheach

Rubicon Organic
Coconut Water
1 L 349

each

Royalty

Digestives Biscuits
400 g

Laurentide

Windshield

Washer -40 3,78 lt

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Cedar Yellow
Corn Meal #40
907 f

New Treasure
White Rice
2 kg

2/3302/299

299139
eacheach

Grace
Festival Mix
270 g 699

each

Island Tingle
Jamaican Ackee
540 ml

Ribena Blackcurrant 

Concentrate
850 ml

Ekono

Sea Salt
700 g

Peardrax

Sparkling Pear 

Drink 300 ml

99¢
each

Old Dutch
Liquid Bleach
2.4 L 299

each

Vita Malt Non

Alcoholic Malt Drink
Classic 330 ml

139
each

Sabina Green

Pigeon Peas
425 ml

Carib Carbolic

Germicidal Soap
125 g 99¢

each

89¢
each399

each 2/
$3

2/
$5

Grace Coconut 
Milk Powder
50 g 69¢

each

Maggi Season-Up
All Purpose Seasoning 

200 g 3/999 Benjamin's

Rose Water
480 ml 349

each

Supligen Instant 
Breakfast Beverage
250 ml

Grace Mackerel

in Tomato Sauce
Assorted 155 g 99¢

each

Vim Cream with 

micro-crystals
500 ml 299 499

each each
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397
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Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399
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Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road
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r.
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Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

ore Hours
onday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
turday 8 am to 9 pm
nday 9 am to 7 pm

Five Locations To Serve You Better
ough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

 Specials in Effect Thu. Nov. 14th
until Wed. Nov. 20th 2024. 

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Fresh Seafood Catches

rom

$499
lb

Frozen Centre Cut

Beef Shank Steaks

$599
lb

Frozen Boneless
Square Cut

Mutton Leg Meat

Frozen Easy Cooked 
Trimmed Oxtail

$999
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Under New Management

Fresh
Parrot Fish

$699
lb as is

Frresh
Snapper Fillet

Fresh
Red Snappers

lb as is
$999

Salted
Beef Short Ribs

$599
lb

Frozen Basa Fillet

lb
$399

199
lb

Fresh Jamaican

Pumpkin

Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon
5-7 kg

lb as islb as is
$599
Fresh

Cooking Onions

2 lb bag
resh Jamaican

ellow Yams

Sweet Honey

Tangerine

599 199
lb lb

$179
lb

Fresh
Beef Kidney

$699

Extra Large Salted
Fish

lb

$899

2299
5 kg box

Frozen
Chicken Wings

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$199
lb 

Fresh
 Chicken Leg 

Quarters

5999
Exceldor5599

Flamingo

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

2202/

$799
lb as is

Fresh Florida 
Red Snappers
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diyas shone brightly at 
the State House, along 
Main Street, and across 
the country, symbolising 

darkness and good over 

Ali joined community 
members at the State 

capital city.
C o m m u n i t i e s

nationwide joined in, 
lighting up their homes, 
streets, and temples. The 
glowing diyas brought 
people together in a 

and compassion that 
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House, lighting diyas that 
cast a warm glow over 
the historic grounds. The 

along Main Street, 

lights adorned trees and 
pathways, adding an 
enchanting touch to the 

Diwali celebrate
laughter and joy

backgrounds sh

colour, light,
warmth to every
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Prime Minister 
Brigadier (Ret’d) 

launched the Salvation 
Army’s 2024 Christmas 
Kettle Appeal, urging the 
public to support this 
noble cause
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d outside 
ging bells 
onations. 

re used to 
al services 

bilitation

need.
By supporting 

the Salvation Army’s 
Christmas Kettle Appeal, 
individuals can make 

giving during th
season.
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Kettel Appeal

noble cause.
The Prime Minister 

emphasised the 

Salvation Army’s work 
in providing hope and 
assistance to those 
in need. He called on 
individuals, businesses, 
and government entities 
to generously contribute 
to the Christmas Kettle 

time when w
community 
together to s

PM Phillips launc
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programmes.

Major Mirei
Lot, Divisional
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Appeal.
“This occasion 

marks the beginning 
of an essential 

together to support 
those most in need,”
Prime Minister Phillips 
said. He added that 
the Salvation Army 

The Christmas Kettle 

annual campaign where 

Army will also be 
conducting home visits 

assistance to those in 

Prime Minister B

	

 

 

l Appeal

Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark Phillip

	

 

 

ps giving 



EQUALITY NEWS 21THURSDAY NOVEMBER 14 2024

WITH rapid transformation taking 
place across Guyana’s healthcare sys-
tem, President Dr. Irfaan Ali has em-
phasised that the changes are part of a 
clearly defined strategy and the result 
of solid partnerships that seek to give 
Guyanese access to world-class health 
services. 

The Head of State was at the time 
participating in a panel discussion ti-
tled, “Empowering Healthcare: Strate-
gies and Collaboration for 
Transformative Change in Guyana” 
which was held at the Concordia An-
nual Summit in New York City. The 
discussion was posted on his official 
Facebook page on Sunday. 

President Ali during the discussion 
focused on the ongoing efforts to trans-
form the country’s healthcare land-
scape with partners, Mount Sinai and 
Hess Corporation. 

He said that with all that has taken 
place thus far, there must be a clear vi-
sion. “I think you have to have a very 
clearly defined strategy, and, as a gov-
ernment, we had a clear strategy as to 
what we want the healthcare system to 
look like.” 

President Ali added that healthcare 
cannot be delivered without a system 
and the system must ensure efficiency 
and reliability as it must also ensure 
that there is a mechanism to support 
healthcare provision procedurally and 
systematically. 

“We are very clear that what we 
wanted to develop [is] a healthcare 
ecosystem, and that ecosystem is about 
everything that surrounds quality 
healthcare provision,” he added. 

That, he noted, involves ensuring 
that the population is healthy and that 
there are available tools to guarantee 
that the healthcare system responds to 
the needs of the people in a proactive 
way. 

Building this out, he explained is 
not simple as Guyana is starting from a 
baseline now with the development of 
a patient care management system and 
a health management information sys-
tem. 

While many people may believe 
that this would be easy, he indicated 
that there must be adequate legislative 
provisions in place before such is done. 

These provisions, he indicated 
would protect patient information, en-
sure doctors are professional and set 
standards and regulations for the sys-
tems. 

“So, that is where the complica-
tion came. [However], Mount Sinai, 
being in this business for so long, 
working in Kenya, was the partner that 
helped us to unlock all of this; and a 
process that would have taken maybe 
four or five years in getting those legis-
lations, those regulations, those stan-
dards in place, we were able to do in 
months.” President Ali said. 

It was then that he highlighted that 
the partnership between the Govern-
ment of Guyana, Hess Corporation and 
Mount Sinai has brought tremendous, 
accelerated success. 

President Ali indicated that signif-
icant strides have been made in several 

spheres of the sector so far, as more 
than 70 per cent of nursery children 
have been screened and received care 
as a part of the school health pro-
gramme. 

Additionally, there have been sig-
nificant investments made in telemedi-
cine and digitisation as Dr. Ali noted 
that Guyana possibly has the highest 
number of telemedicine stations per 
capita in the region. 

With this, comprehensive, cen-
tralised pathology and laboratory serv-
ices have been established across the 
country even in remote communities. 

He added, “I just want to take 
some time to salute the partnership that 
we’ve been able to build between 
Mount Sinai and the Ministry of 
Health, and also the local health 
providers, who have dedicated the time 

and are willing to go through the re-
training and retooling, because there’s 

a lot of that going on.” 
The Head of State told the gather-

ing that the work continues on the en-
tire ecosystem which consists of the 
human resource side, the legislations 
and regulations bringing together the 
rules and the procedures to ensure that 
improvements are made and bring even 
better results. 

The Government of Guyana, in 
2022, signed a monumental contract 
with Mount Sinai Health System and 
Hess Corporation to aid in overhauling 
Guyana’s entire health system. 

At that time, President Ali noted 
that the signing was part of the govern-
ment’s mandate to position Guyana as 
a destination of choice for healthcare 
services globally and transform serv-
ices in both the public and private sec-
tors locally.

Clear strategy in place to achieve 
Guyana’s healthcare vision

President Irfaan Ali
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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A national tribute 
was held to honour the 
legendary Guyanese 
musician, Dave Martins. 
The event, titled “Dave 
Martins is We Own – 
A Musical and Visual 
Journey,” celebrated his 

to Caribbean culture.
The Arthur Chung 

and admirers who 
gathered to pay homage 
to the man whose music 
has touched countless 
lives. The evening 

by local artists and the 
iconic Tradewinds band, 

children’s playpark 

at the National Park. 

Lady, is equipped with 

including swings, slides, 
game boards, sanitary 

concession shops, and 

splash park.

Ali emphasised the 

who rendered Martins’ 
classic hits. A video 
tribute showcasing his 

was also presented.

Industry, and Commerce 
Oneidge Walrond, 

highlighted Martins’ 
unique ability to capture 

and West Indian identity 
through his music. She 
stated, “Dave wasn’t 
just a songwriter; he 
was a storyteller who 
made us laugh, made 
us remember, and 
made us proud of 

being. “Parks provide 
a sense of identity 
and belonging for 
our people,” she said. 
“
point in communities 
where people of 

groups, religious 
backgrounds, and 
even social classes 
converge.”   

highlighted the project’s 

the National Park 

The 
enhancements that 

who we are.”
Minister Walrond 

emphasised that Martins’ 
music served as a rallying 
cry during challenging 

and hope. “His songs 

we are introducing 
today represent a 
fresh and modern 
design tailored to 
the needs of our 
community,” he 
stated.

The project also 
generated employment 

contractors, contributing 
to the local economy.

Robert Persaud noted 
that this is just one 

developments to create 

public spaces across 

brought comfort, 
laughter, and 
appreciation to 
all who heard his 
music,” she said.

The minister 
concluded by 

the country. “This is 
one reminder of 
how serious our 
government is about 
preserving safe 
spaces for children 
and their families,” 
he said.

The National 

spaces nationwide, 

and community spirit.

acknowledging the 

Martins, whose music 
will continue to inspire 

and unite generations to 
come.

Martins was a 
legendary Guyanese 
musician and songwriter 
whose music resonated 
throughout the 
Caribbean. He was best 

time, blending calypso, 

His songs, such as “Not 

“Is We Own,” became 

pride and resilience.
Sadly, Martins 

passed away on August 

lives on through his 
music, which continues 
to inspire and unite 
people across the 
Caribbean.

�
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The national tribute saw local artistes and award-
winning Tradewinds Caribbean string band 
entertaining attendees

Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Oneidge 
Walrond

The national tribute saw local artistes and award-
winning Tradewinds Caribbean string band 
entertaining attendees

The national tribute saw local artistes and award-
winning Tradewinds Caribbean string band 
entertaining attendees

First Lady Arya Ali and Minister of Public Works, 
Bishop Juan Edghill unveiling the sign for the newly 
commissioned playpark

The newly commissioned park The newly commissioned park 

The newly commissioned park 



EQUALITY NEWS 33THURSDAY NOVEMBER 14 2024

��������	
�����
������������� ���	������

���������������������
��	�
����������	������

�
��� ��� ! � �""#"$%& #� � '(� %)� �*+ '(%!$� "!�  � )%$!%,%& !-� -' !),"'* -%"!.� /'"*%)%!$�  � 0"'#12&# ))� �3/�'%�!&�� ,"'�

4%)%-"')�  !1�  � *"'�� &"*,"'- +#��  !1� �!'%&�%!$� �!4%'"!*�!-� ,"'� %-)� 0%#1#%,�� %!� +%- !-)5� ��%)�  *+%-%"�)� /'"6�&-� 0%##�

)���-���*"1�'!%) -%"!�",��!&#")�'�).�&'� -%!$�)/ &%"�).�! -�' #�� +%- -)�-� -�*%*%&�-��� !%* #)7�! -�' #��!4%'"!*�!-)5���

)- -�2",2-��2 '-�4�-�'%! '��& '��&�!-'��0%##�+���)- +#%)��1.�/'"4%1%!$� 14 !&�1�*�1%& #�-'� -*�!-� !1�'�)� '&��, &%#%-%�)5�

���� 4%)%-"'� �3/�'%�!&�� 0%##� +�� �!� !&�1� 0%-�� %!-�' &-%4�� �3�%+%-).� �1�& -%"! #� /'"$' **��).�  !1� %*/'"4�1� , &%#%-%�)5�

�11%-%"! ##�.� -��� / '(� 0%##� )�'4��  )�  � &"!)�'4 -%"!� ��+.� ,")-�'%!$� 0%#1#%,�� '�)� '&��  !1� &"!)�'4 -%"!� %!%-% -%4�)5� ��%)�

-' !),"'* -%"!�  %*)� -"� /")%-%"!� -��� ��� ! � �""#"$%& #� � '(�  )�  � /'�*%�'� -"�'%)-� 1�)-%! -%"!�  !1�  � 4%- #� '�)"�'&�� ,"'�

0%#1#%,��&"!)�'4 -%"!� %!� -��� '�$%"!5



EQUALITY NEWS 34THURSDAY NOVEMBER 14 2024

On Monday, while addressing of-

ficials during the annual meeting of the 

United Nations Food and Agriculture 

(FAO) Representatives in Latin Amer-

ica and the Caribbean, Agriculture 

Minister Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha said 

that transforming the agri-food system 

has become imperative and that re-

gional collaboration is key to achieving 

a Zero Hunger status. 

“Transforming our agri-food sys-

tems has become imperative, with the 

global population exceeding 8 billion 

and demand for food rising. It calls for 

aggressive actions toward achieving 

Zero Hunger and all SDGs as we ad-

dress challenges such as increasing in-

equalities, economic volatility and 

climate change. The issues we face 

have significant regional implications, 

and our solutions must be regional as 

well.  Regional collaboration is key to 

overcoming the challenges of hunger 

and malnutrition. The stark reality is 

that though progress is being made in 

Latin America and the Caribbean, in 

2023 some 41 million people faced 

hunger,” he said. 

Minister Mustapha also said cli-

mate change remains an existential 

threat to food security in the region, 

specifically among small island states.  

“Climate change remains an exis-

tential threat to food security, as 

demonstrated by the impact of Hurri-

cane Beryl on CARICOM countries 

such as Barbados, Grenada, St. Vin-

cent, St. Lucia, and Jamaica, where sig-

nificant damage occurred in the 

fisheries and agriculture sectors. All 

Small Island Developing States and 

countries with low-lying coasts where 

much of its agriculture is concentrated 

like Guyana, remain vulnerable to the 

impact of climate change. Soon to 

come on stream, CARICOM countries, 

including Guyana will benefit from the 

engagement of Lynch Insurance Bro-

kers, towards the provision of a para-

metric insurance product as we work 

towards the derisking of the agriculture 

sector,” the minister explained. 

Furthermore, Minister Mustapha 

said that in an effort to ensure Guyana’s 

agriculture sector remains resilient, the 

government through the Ministry of 

Agriculture has been implementing cli-

mate-smart agricultural practices. He 

also said that modernization, expan-

sion, and innovation remain at the core 

of Guyana’s agriculture strategy. 

“In Guyana we are also imple-

menting climate-smart agricultural 

practices, including drought-resistant 

crops, efficient water management sys-

tems, and renewable energy solutions 

in agriculture. Our aim is to build re-

silience in our agricultural systems 

while reducing the carbon footprint of 

food production. Importantly, at the 

core of our agricultural strategy are 

modernization, expansion, and innova-

tion. Our agriculture sector is trans-

forming with a clear vision: to increase 

production, improve efficiency, and 

adopt cutting-edge technologies. 

Through this transformation, we aim to 

reduce our reliance on imports, create 

sustainable livelihoods for our farmers, 

and establish Guyana as a key player in 

regional and international food sys-

tems,” he said.  

Minister Mustapha also said coun-

tries’ budgetary allocations must reflect 

our political will as a region. We must 

take the necessary policy actions and 

interventions. He also said financing 

and insurance are critical components 

of the food production system.  

“Financing and insurance are criti-

cal components of the food production 

system. We must find alternative fi-

nancing arrangements. Guyana is com-

mitted to sharing its experiences and 

learning from its regional neighbors. 

The Latin America and Caribbean re-

gion face critical issues that require us 

to work together to: Advance our fish-

eries and aquaculture towards sustain-

ability under the Blue Transformation 

approach,” he said.

Transforming our agri-food systems 
is imperative – Min. Mustapha 

Agriculture Minister Zulkifar Mustapha

GEREE ‘Gigi’ Misir-Dwarkaprasad, an overseas-based 

Guyanese, along with her husband, Canadian Mahesh ‘Vishal’ 

Dwarkaprasad, has opened the doors to MGN Medical Equipment 

and Supplies in Mainstay, Region Two. 

Geree said that it was always her dream to return to the commu-

nity where she was raised, to do something impactful. She said the 

store which is named after herself, husband and their only child Ni-

anna, will be offering affordable and accessible medical supplies to 

residents and medical professionals. 

“Through our MGN care programme we provide vital assistance 

to low-income seniors, helping them access essential mobility devices 

and medical equipment needed for daily living,” she said. 

who resides in Canada said it was her dream to return to her 

roots in Essequibo to make a meaningful difference in healthcare. 

She explained that she left Region Two for Canada 24 years ago 

to pursue studies in healthcare.

Canadians 
open new 
medical 
store in 
Guyana
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