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Guyanese returning
home to invest

Minister of Health, Dr Frank Anthony be-
lieves the brain drain dilemma in Guyana
is reversing, with numerous diaspora
members returning in significant numbers
to contribute to the burgeoning economy.
Minister Anthony made the statement dur-
ing the opening ceremony of the Olmac
Medical Hub in Vreed-En-Hoop, West
Coast Demerara (pictured).

The hub was founded by Dr Philip
McPherson, who hails from El Dorado,
Berbice. He moved to the United States to
pursue his dream of becoming a physi-
cian. He then returned to Guyana. Ac-
cording to the minister, the diaspora can
leverage this knowledge to raise the bar
for medical care in Guyana. “We are now
changing what was a brain drain to a
brain gain, where persons like Dr McPher-
son and his team are coming back, not
only offering good quality healthcare, but
they also would be involved in teaching,
which | think is very fundamental,” the
minister pointed out, adding that skilled
mentors are integral to elevating the qual-
ity of healthcare meted out to Guyanese.
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in-Guyana milk and bot-
tled water. “DDL find
these requirements con-
trary to the spirit of intra-
regional trade especially
since ...Guyana has no
such reciprocal require-
ments for the importation
of similar products from
Trinidad and Tobago,”
Samaroo noted.
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A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent you.,
When you're looking for the best possible result, you need
an attorney who knows every detail about you and your
case, Sharma Law takes the time to get to know each and
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NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM

QI- Personal Injury ca- Injury Claims

Injuries caused by the negligence of others - Motor Vehicle Accident Claims
can be physically, emotionally, and » At-Fault Accident Claims
financially devastating for victims and their * Not At-Fault Accident Claims
families. If you've been injured, you need a * Catastrophic In-ury Claims
personal injury lawyer who knows how to * Slip and Falls / Trip and Falls

fight for the compensation you deserve * Dog Bites
: ¥ ' » Long Term Disability / Short Term Disability

* Pedestrian Accidents

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We are committed to achieving successful
results for every client and case. We
accomplish this by providing exceptional
legal advice and strategies based on a
thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes,
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Trade dispute: GMSA urges Caricom to
Intervene in spat betwen T&T, Guyana

THE Guyana Manufacturing and
Services Association (GMSA) has ex-
pressed significant concern over the re-
cent denial of entry for two containers
of packaged milk products exported by
Demerara Distillers Limited (DDL)
into Trinidad and Tobago.

Additionally, two containers of
bottled flavored water products have
been restricted from sale pending an
exhaustive examination. These actions
have raised alarms within the GMSA,
especially in light of the principles of
the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas,
which mandates the free movement of
goods and services among CARICOM
member states.

The GMSA emphasised that such
trade barriers undermine the collective
efforts of CARICOM Heads of Gov-
ernment to achieve regional food secu-
rity and reduce the regional food import
bill by 25 per cent by 2025. These bar-
riers are counterproductive to the goals
of regional integration and equitable
market access.

In response, the GMSA has joined
DDL in calling for immediate interven-
tion by the Government of Guyana and
CARICOM leadership to address and
resolve the issue with the Government
of Trinidad and Tobago. The associa-
tion stresses the importance of adhering
to the regional integration framework,
which promotes seamless trade within
the CARICOM community.

In a detailed statement, DDL re-
vealed that a virtual meeting with
Trinidad and Tobago’s Ministry of
Trade on May 13 aimed to understand
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2 shipments of these milk producs made by DDL in Guyana were rejected by T&T and returned

the reasons behind the rejection of their
milk exports and the process for ap-
proval of their products, DDL was in-
formed that Trinidad and Tobago’s
Animal Disease and Importation Act
2020 imposes stringent and onerous re-
quirements on animal and animal-based
products, which are not reciprocated by
Guyana.

The GMSA highlighted a 2014
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) ruling

in a trade dispute between Suriname’s
Rudisa Beverages & Juices N.V. and
the State of Guyana, which reinforced
the principle that states must perform
their treaty obligations in good faith.
This ruling underscores the importance
of compliance with treaty obligations, a

principle relevant to the current dispute.

(The Appendix to the CCJ Ruling
in that case is attached here for ease of
reference. The entire judgement can be

found at https://ccj.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2023/03/2014 _CCJ 1 _OJ.pdf)
The GMSA is actively engaged
with the Trinidad & Tobago Manufac-
turers’ Association (TTMA) and the
Caribbean Manufacturers Association
(CMA) to find solutions to the prob-
lem. The association urges Trinidad and
Tobago authorities to resolve the issue
swiftly to avoid further interventions.

Oil Chamber also condemns T&T trade barriers

THE Guyana Oil and Gas Energy
Chamber (GOGEC) has expressed sig-
nificant concern regarding recent
media reports from Demerara Dis-
tillers Limited (DDL), one of
Guyana’s largest conglomerates.

According to DDL’s Executive
Chairman, two containers of packaged
milk products were denied entry and
returned to Guyana, while bottled
water products have been restricted
from sale due to an unusually exhaus-
tive examination process.

GOGEC noted that it stands
firmly with DDL, denouncing this sit-
uation as a clear violation of the spirit
of the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas,
a free trade agreement to which both
Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago
(T&T) are signatories.

The Chamber highlighted that
Guyanese exporters have faced such
unfair treatment from Trinidad and To-
bago for decades. Despite commit-
ments to resolve these issues, they
remain unresolved, with trade barriers
seemingly being used as tools of trade
protectionism.

Trinidad and Tobago is Guyana’s
second-largest trading partner for im-

ported commodities, accounting for
over 20 per cent of Guyana’s total im-
ports in 2023, amounting to US$1.4
billion. In contrast, Guyanese exports
to Trinidad and Tobago are under
US$200 million, leading to a trade
deficit of approximately US$1.2 bil-
lion.

Moreover, exports from Trinidad
and Tobago to Guyana represent 11
per cent of Trinidad’s total exports in
2023 and 53 per cent of its total non-
energy exports. If Guyana were to re-
ciprocate by suspending imports from
Trinidad, Trinidad could lose more
than 50 per cent of its non-energy ex-
port earnings.

Additionally, hundreds of
Trinidadian nationals and firms oper-
ate freely in Guyana, benefitting sig-
nificantly without facing similar
barriers.

In light of these dynamics,
GOGEC calls on Trinidadian authori-
ties to address this unacceptable
breach of the Revised Treaty of Ch-
aguaramas and ensure fair treatment
for Guyanese exports
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Guyana to offer an independence
safari into the Hinterlands

IN a bid to showcase the natural
wonders of Guyana’s hinterland regions
and foster connections with indigenous
communities, Rainforest Tours Guyana,
in partnership with the Guyana Tourism
Authority (GTA) and Guyana Beverages
Inc., has unveiled the nation’s inaugural
Independence safari.

During the launch event, Kamrul
Baksh, Director of GTA, lauded the col-
laboration, highlighting the safari’s mis-
sion to explore lesser-known
destinations within the hinterlands. The
route spans from Linden through Bartica
and Madhia, culminating in Region
Nine, promising an immersive journey
through Guyana’s diverse landscapes
and cultural heritage.

Scheduled from Thursday, May 23
to Sunday, May 26, the safari’s itinerary
was meticulously crafted based on Rain-
forest Tours’ expertise in navigating the
interior regions. Baksh emphasised the
safari’s role in showcasing Guyana’s
burgeoning tourism offerings, including
new attractions and products in develop-
ment.

Region Seven, encompassing Bar-
tica and its surroundings, features
prominently in the safari as part of
GTA’s Discover Essequibo initiative.
Moreover, the exploration extends to the
untouched terrain of Region Eight, spot-
lighting communities like Karasabai and
their unique attractions, such as the sun-
fire heat and wave walls.

For Baksh,
stands as a cornerstone of Guyana’s

adventure tourism

tourism strategy, with over 52 attractions
and products launched in recent years.
He stressed GTA’s commitment to sup-
porting local tour operators and promot-
ing sustainable tourism practices,
including initiatives like the anti-litter-
ing campaign.

“Going on a safari is not only about
the terrain and conquering the terrain,
but it also provides the opportunity to
see a lot of the hidden gems of Guyana,
and we want to bring those hidden gems
to light,” Baksh explained.

Affordability remains a key consid-

eration, domestic

particularly for

tourists. GTA and the Ministry of
Tourism prioritise cost-effective options,
offering discounted trips to encourage
local exploration and contribute to the
growth of domestic tourism.
Additionally, Baksh said, “While
we are encouraging other tour operators
to come on board, it is also important for
me to mention that we have launched the
anti-littering campaign...to try as much
for us to reduce the single use plastic
products and of course prevent the im-
proper disposal of waste and garbage.”
Frank Singh, Managing Director of
Rainforest Tours, underscored the sig-
nificance of the Independence Safari as
a pioneering venture. While exploring

Bartica and Madhia, the safari will also
pay homage to Guyana’s Independence
by raising the Golden Arrowhead in the
historic Karasabai community, offering
participants a glimpse into indigenous
culture.

According to him, “Apart from the
experience, everyone will get a taste of
the indigenous culture.”

Lalita Lachman, Marketing Direc-
tor of Guyana Beverages Inc., expressed
the company’s enthusiasm for support-
ing Guyana’s tourism sector. Through

provision of water and beverages, they
aim to ensure travelers remain hydrated
and energised throughout the safari ex-
perience.

As Guyana’s tourism landscape
continues to evolve, initiatives like the
Independence safari demonstrate a com-
mitment to sustainable development and
cultural preservation, inviting both lo-
cals and international visitors to embark
on a journey of discovery through the
country’s untamed wilderness and vi-
brant communities.
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Trinidad & Tobago’s Protectionism

Editorial from the Guyana Chroni-
cle, May 16 2024

TRINIDAD and Tobago’s recent
rejection of milk shipments from
Guyana is not just a mere trade hiccup;
it’s a glaring symptom of deeper issues
plaguing CARICOM’s vision of regional
integration.

Chairman of Demerara Distillers
Limited (DDL), Komal Samaroo, right-
fully lambasted Trinidad’s protectionist
stance, highlighting the hypocrisy of ad-
vocating for free trade while erecting
barriers to it.

The rejection, based on Trinidad’s
stringent import regulations, raises seri-
ous doubts about the sincerity of CARI-
COM’s commitment to food-security

goals.

It’s paradoxical to tout regional co-
operation while hindering the movement
of essential goods within the community.
Such actions undermine the very foun-
dation upon which CARICOM was
built.

Samaroo’s frustration is palpable,
echoing the sentiments of many entre-
preneurs who face similar hurdles in
intra-regional trade.

The arbitrary denial of entry for
goods that meet international standards
and regulatory requirements is not justi-
fiable. It’s a slap in the face to businesses
striving to expand their markets and con-
tributes to regional prosperity.

Moreover, the lack of reciprocity in
trade relations exacerbates the imbal-

ance. While Guyanese products face bar-
riers in Trinidad, similar goods flow
freely in the opposite direction. This
one-sidedness fosters resentment and
undermines the spirit of collaboration
that CARICOM aims to foster.

President, Dr Irfaan Ali being en-
gaged on this matter underscores the
gravity of the situation. As CARICOM
Chair, he must champion the cause of
fair trade and hold member states ac-
countable for their actions.

Pursuing legal recourse, even to the
Caribbean Court of Justice, is a neces-
sary step to rectify these injustices and
ensure equitable treatment for all mem-
bers.

Trinidad’s outdated legislation re-
garding honey imports further illustrates

Free University Education: PPP keeps

Editorial from Guyana Chronicle,
May 15 2024

IN keeping with a manifesto
promise to provide free university edu-
cation, the PPP/C administration has
taken a decision to write off debts in-
curred by university students who have
successfully completed their university
education and have served the country
for a minimum of three years.

It will be recalled that President,
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali upon taking
office had promised that free university
education will be provided before the
end of the current PPP/C term in of-
fice. This has now become a reality
with a recent announcement by Senior
Minister of Finance Dr. Ashni Singh.

According to Dr. Singh, govern-
ment will write off all loans owed by
Guyanese who can demonstrate that
they have completed their course of
study and graduated, and subsequent to
graduation, were employed or self-em-
ployed in Guyana for a minimum of
three years as evidenced by a mini-
mum of 156 contributions made to the
National Insurance Scheme.

This first phase, according to Dr
Singh, could potentially benefit over

13,000 Guyanese who have $11 billion
in student loans.

This is indeed a visionary and for-
ward-looking step by the PPP/C ad-
ministration which would have a
positive impact on the development of
human capital, so critical at this stage
of the country’s development.

Guyana is now on the cusp of un-
precedented transformative changes
and developments. As experience has
demonstrated in countries that have
transitioned from underdevelopment to
modern societies, it is the availability
and application of human capital that
has been a critical variable.

Singapore, Hong Kong, South
Korea and Taiwan have one thing in
common, namely, the development and
application of a critical mass of human
capital which provided the impetus to
leapfrog their economies to much
higher levels of growth and develop-
ment, commonly referred to as Asian
Tigers.

Education however, is more than a
means to an end. Indeed, it is an end in
its own right, one of empowering peo-
ple to live healthier and productive
lives. It was such thinking that led to
the establishment of the University of

Guyana way back in 1963 under the
then Jagan administration, still under
colonial rule.

It is significant that the PPP/C ad-
ministration has now taken that bold
and decisive step to make university
education free to all Guyanese stu-
dents.

Education has always been a top
priority of the PPP/C administration.
But, as our past experience has shown,
it is not enough to provide ‘free’ edu-
cation but more importantly to ensure
that there is quality education and one
that is relevant to the country’s devel-
opmental thrust.

This is exactly what the PPP/C
administration is doing as it seeks to
provide a high, world-class quality of
education second to none in the region
and beyond.

the systemic nature of the problem. De-
spite repeated calls for reform from
COTED, Trinidad’s reluctance to align
with CARICOM’s trade protocols per-
sists, impeding the flow of goods and sti-
fling economic growth.

It’s time for Trinidad and Tobago to
reassess its approach to regional trade.
Embracing a more inclusive and cooper-
ative stance is not just beneficial; it’s im-
perative for the survival and prosperity
of CARICOM. Protectionism only
breeds animosity and undermines the
collective goals of the community.

True regional integration requires a
paradigm shift towards openness, fair-
ness, and mutual respect. Anything less
jeopardises the unity and progress of the
Caribbean Community.

its promise

In addition to university education
provided on campus at the Turkeyen
and Tain campuses, hundreds of
Guyanese students are also benefitting
from free online tertiary education of-
fered by the Guyana Online Academy
of Learning (GOAL) in a wide array of
disciplines offered at universities and
colleges across the world.

President Ali and the PPP/C ad-
ministration must be commended for
the emphasis it has been placing on
human resource development and the
creation of social capital so vital for
accelerated development and progress.

Its per capita spending on educa-
tion compares favourably with that of
several countries in the region and with
that of many others, both in the devel-
oping and the developed world.

Send us your letters

Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have
an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit
your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com.

Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-
sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-
formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the
writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.
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Ontario to fund new way to

implement $10-a-day child-care

with files from the Canadian
Press:

Ontario has told child-care centres
that it will implement a new way of
funding the national $10-a-day program
— something operators have urgently
called for — starting in 2025.

Child-care centres, including the
YMCA, the largest operator in the
province, have been warning about the
risk of closures if the funding formula
isn't soon updated to cover the actual
cost of providing care, rather than just
replacing the revenue they've lost from
the now-discounted fees.

After several delays, the province
told them in a memo last week that the
new structure will be in place for next
year.

"The priority for us is to provide
certainty to the operators," Education
Minister Stephen Lecce said in a recent
interview.

"We've given lots of time now, half
a year of certainty to prepare for that
transition because the priority is to make
sure we keep operators in the system so
that we can provide affordable child care
to hundreds of thousands of families."

Traditionally, child-care centres
have raised parent fees when they faced
rising expenses such as staffing costs,
catering, rent, heating and supplies.
However, any operator that wanted to

sign on to the national plan had to freeze
their fees in March 2022, and many had
voluntarily frozen them since 2020, not
wanting to raise rates during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

That means the government's rev-
enue replacement model is based on
rates that don't reflect the true current
cost of providing child care, and the
amount Ontario has factored in for infla-
tion — 2.1 per cent for 2024 and 2.75 for
2023 — is not cutting it, some operators
say.

The province has put more than
$98 million this year toward "emerging
issues" for when operators aren't able to
cover non-discretionary costs such as
rent increases.

YMCA of Greater Toronto Chief
Operating Officer Janie Romoff said the
increases will address what's needed in
the short term, but hopes the new fund-
ing formula will truly cover operators'
costs so the program is sustainable into
the future.

"This is a critical step to ensure that
providers — including our charity —
can continue to deliver high-quality
child care under the new $10-a-day sys-
tem," Romoff wrote in a statement.

"We appreciate the complexity of
this type of change and, while disap-
pointed with the delay, recognize the
need to get it right."
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Another Misleading Comparison
by Kaieteur News' Publisher

Trinidad & Tobago (TT) has recently
launched their “natural gas audit results”
for the year ended 2022. In view of this, the
publisher of Kaieteur News (KN), Glenn
Lall, sought to sell a misleading story, viz-
a-viz, a so-called comparison, suggesting
that the Guyanese Government has failed
to uphold a similar standard as regards
Guyana’s natural gas resources. The story
by the KN publisher, however, lacked con-
text.

According to TT’s “Gas Master Plan
(2015), TT has been a commercial pro-

Dear Editor,

GONE are the days when agri-
culture in Guyana struggled. Under
the PNC, struggling was a word often
heard and echoed amongst our people.
I bring attention to the APNU+AFC’s
2015 manifesto. [ would like to say it
is timely, considering the opposition is
hot on the path of making empty
promises and creating mischief to dis-
credit the work of the PPP/C, all for

ADVERTISE
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ducer of natural gas since 1953 (71 years to
date), and it has only started to conduct au-
dits of this kind annually since 2001—that
is, forty-eight (48) years later since becom-
ing a commercial producer of natural gas
(1953).

In the case of Guyana, natural gas has
so far been established in the Liza-1 field
that is sufficient to monetize. ExxonMobil
is still conducting feasibility studies in
other fields to determine whether those
fields have natural gas that could be com-
mercialized. In fact, the Government of

Guyana is currently finalizing a “Gas Strat-
egy” for the country. It is important to note
that the natural gas resources from the
Liza-1 field that is associated with the gas-
to-energy (GtE) project, will be derived as
a byproduct from the drilling of crude oil.
As part of Guyana’s gas master plan, the
Government has to consider whether natu-
ral gas production will be pursued as a sep-
arate development, as in the case of TT.

Therefore, considering Guyana’s cur-
rent state in terms of natural gas produc-

Letters to the Editor

Agriculture must never fail again

the 2025 General and Regional Elec-
tions.

Make no mistake, they will try
their utmost, but I want the people to
remember that promises were made in
their manifesto in 2015, many of
which lacked substance. It is tragic
that they dedicated an entire section to
sugar and how they planned to de-
velop it once they were in govern-
ment, but quickly resorted to shutting

YOUR

BUSINESS

the estates down and sending thou-
sands into unemployment and
poverty.

One of their “action plan”[sic]
was to “enhance the quality of sugar
workers within their communities
through better facilities, sports and so-
cial amenities.” I kid you not, that was
an actual, proposed plan. Can the
sugar workers highlight if such was
done for them under the APNU+AFC
administration?

I do hope that when these work-
ers choose to protest/strike they also
remember that they were fired under
the previous government, they hadn’t
a job, they could not earn, they could
not support their families, their chil-
dren were forced to stay home from
school because they could not afford
to send them, they could not afford to
eat three square meals a day, it was a
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tion, it is premature to conduct “gas audits”
of a similar nature as in the case of TT. The
natural gas resources in Guyana have not
yet been fully explored and Guyana has not
yet started to produce its gas resources. It is
unfortunate and more so mischievous that
media entities are omitting context alto-
gether when putting out these stories. The
omission of context and facts is becoming
the norm of the day in some sections of the
media fraternity. It is also improper to com-
pare and contrast a 100+ years old industry
with a 4-years-old industry.

struggle.

I am not saying persons do not
have a right to go out there and de-
mand better when it comes to their
livelihoods, but we must never forget
the atrocities of the APNU+AFC gov-
ernment that forced thousands of
Guyanese into “punishment.” It is
timely to remind the public of the
nonsense that was done under the
failed coalition regime.

I can and will never forget be-
cause I saw the tears, I heard the
painful stories of families struggling
to survive and that alone is enough for
me to make a decision of never lend-
ing support to APNU+AFC. Agricul-
ture suffered tremendously, but we are
making strides thanks to Minister Zul-
fikar Mustapha.

Sincerely,

Nigel King

Land for Sale, Trinidad
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Entrepreneur offers Canadian
Olympians a bump in prize money

From the CBC:

Canada's medallists in Paris will
get a bump in podium prize money.

A donation by Canadian health-
care technology entrepreneur Sanjay
Malaviya of Hespeler, Ont., will make a
gold medal worth a total of $25,000, sil-
ver $20,000 and bronze $15,000 to ath-
letes.

The 2024 Olympic Games open
July 26 and close Aug. 11 followed by
the Paralympic Games from Aug. 28 to
Sept. 8.

Malaviya has renewed grants of
$5,000 per medal, which he gave
retroactively in 2022 to Canada's 130
Olympic and 53 Paralympic medallists
in that year's Beijing's Winter Games
and also in Tokyo's Summer Games in
2021.

"During COVID, I woke up and
read the news early. It was during the
last Olympic cycle and an Australian
businessman had given $5,000 for every
summer Olympic Australian athlete be-
cause he was just so happy that the team
went to the Olympics and did so well,"
he said. "I just wondered 'wow, who is
doing that in Canada?"

The continuation of his Team
Canada Podium Awards at both the
Paris Games and the 2026 Winter
Games in Milan-Cortina, Italy, adds to
the $20,000 for gold, $15,000 for silver
and $10,000 for bronze given to athletes
by the Canadian Olympic and Para-

Canadian health-care technology entrepreneur Sanjay Malaviya

lympic committees.

"I really wanted the dollars to go
directly to the athletes," Malaviya said.
"I've had a lot of calls from Olympians
and Paralympians who really appreci-
ated the recognition and acknowledg-
ment. I was overwhelmed by that. I
didn't really expect that.

"It just showed it made a difference
for them which in the bottom of my
heart was really what I was trying to
do."

For comparison, the U.S Olympic
and Paralympic Committee's "Project
Gold" doles out $37,500 for gold,

$22.500 for silver and $15,000 for
bronze.

Malaviya was also a driver behind
the recent announcement that Canada's
Paralympic medallists will be finan-
cially rewarded for the first time in
Paris, and at the same level as Olympic
athletes who have received medal
bonuses since 2006.

Malaviya committed $4 million to
an $8-million endowment fund to sus-
tain medal money for Paralympians into
the future.

The 56-year-old founder and chief
executive officer of RL Solutions also

renewed a $100,000 contribution to
NextGen athletes.

"He really, really cares about help-
ing Team Canada athletes on the path to
the podium," said Jacqueline Ryan,
chief executive officer of the Canadian
Olympic Foundation.

"He is a nation builder, he cares
about the role that these athletes play, so
he wants to help fund them and make
sure that they have all the resources they
need on the path to the podium because
they inspire us all."

Malaviya founded RL Solutions in
1997 in Toronto to design health-care
software for patient feedback, incident
reporting and risk management.

The company merged with a Lon-
don-based firm in 2018 to become RL
Datix. Malaviya continues to be a board
member of a company with 3,000
clients and a staff of 2,000 in 19 coun-
tries.

Between grants for medals and his
donation to the Paralympic committee's
foundation for medal money, Malaviya's
committed over $6 million to Canadian
athletes since 2022.

"When you think of the calibre of
people who compete at that level on the
world stage, there's just no other way to
get there than to be resilient, than to be
persistent, than to know how to deal
with failure, than to get up when you get
knocked down and start again,"
Malaviya said.
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Sheriff General Hospital continues
to bring cutting-edge services

IN just over a year of operation,
the Sheriff General Hospital at
Leonora in Region Three continues to
deliver on its commitments towards
changing the way the healthcare sys-
tem is seen in Guyana by bringing cut-
ting-edge services to Guyanese at an
affordable cost.

One of the proprietors of the
Sheriff Group of Companies and the
new managing partner of Sheriff Gen-
eral Hospital, Ameir Ahmad, gave this
newspaper an exclusive interview in
which he credited Guyanese for inspir-
ing them to make investments to intro-
duce “redefined beauty” services to
Guyana and elevate healthcare to new
heights.

The managing partner said: “I am
grateful and proud of what we have
been doing and what we have accom-
plished in just a year at the Sheriff
General Hospital, but we could not
have done it without the people of
Guyana. Their trust and belief in us
continue to motivate us to want to do
better and offer the best services to
them.”

Acknowledging Guyana’s revolu-
tionary path and the evolution of
Guyanese culture and worldview,
Ameir said that making healthcare
more widely accessible and providing
plastic surgery operations at their fa-
cility are game changers for the ex-
panding economy.

According to him: “We have

SHERIFF

i
GENERAL HOSPTTAL IC.

recognised that there is no longer a
stigma attached to plastic surgeries as
much as it once was. In this present
era, people are spending their money
travelling to countries such as the Do-
minican Republic, Colombia, and
Brazil to have treatments like buttock
implants, liposuction, tummy tucks,
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@ +592 504 3800

One of the ads from Sheriff Hospital that is attracting attention

The Sherrif General Hospital in Leonora

and breast lifts, just because they may
be less expensive than in the United
States.

“So, at Sheriff, we have decided
to invest in some of the best surgeons
from Cuba and Colombia to perform
any type of plastic surgery at a safe
and affordable price.”

While Sherift Group of Compa-
nies aims to advance in every sector of
their business, Ameir related that their
ultimate aim is to boost the country’s
economy.

“In everything that we do as a
company, obviously we are aiming at
making money; however, we also take
pride and joy in knowing that we are
contributing to our country’s economy.
This is a huge accomplishment for us,
but as a country, we are further moti-
vated to ensure that Guyana becomes
the hub for plastic surgeries,” he said.

Ameir also shared that the con-
struction work on another ultra-mod-
ern specialty hospital at Aubrey Barker
Road, South Ruimveldt, Georgetown
(New Four Lane Highway) is moving
apace.

According to him: “Because of
the type of service that we are plan-
ning to offer at this facility, a state-of-
the-art structure is required. Right
now, we are looking at the various sec-
tors that are flourishing in Guyana,
and we know that this type of competi-
tion, even though it is good for the
country, also pushes us to bring our A
game.”

Reflecting on what he shared

with this publication sometime last
year, Ameir said: “For us, medical
tourism refers to the recognition of
Guyana, and we are going above and
beyond to ensure that the Sheriff Hos-
pitals provide a less expensive option
for healthcare for Guyanese as well as
people from the Caribbean and other
nations.

“Having to remove a tumour or
doing brain surgery may cost you an
arm and a leg abroad; however, we are
working with you to ensure that the
cost is only one-third of what you
were going to pay, and to make it even
simpler, we are also accepting insur-
ance from all around the world,” he
said.

Among the services offered,
Ameir said that the new facility will
also offer cardiac surgery, organ trans-
plants, cancer screening and treatment,
bone reconstruction surgery, surgeries
related to the retina and eyes, neurol-
ogy, dialysis, urology, psychotherapy
and counselling, plastic surgery, dental
services, internal medicine, and myr-
iad laboratory tests, including biopsies
and culture tests.

Sharing his plans for the health-
care sector, Amelir said that their inten-
tions are to open smaller medical
facilities in Region One (Barima-
Waini) and Region Two
(Pomeroon/Supenaam), a medical cen-
tre in Lethem, Region Nine (Upper
Takutu-Upper Essequibo), and Linden,
Region 10 (Upper Demerara-Upper
Berbice).
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Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo as he announced new benefits for Guyanese students

Proof of employment, NIS not neces-
sary to access student loan write-off

PERSONS who are interested in
benefiting from the government’s stu-
dent loan write-off initiative are not
mandated to provide proof of employ-
ment or contributions to the country’s
National Insurance Scheme (NIS), Peo-
ple’s Progressive Party (PPP) General
Secretary and Guyana’s Vice-President,
Dr Bharrat Jagdeo has clarified.

Dr Jagdeo, during a news confer-
ence at the party’s Georgetown head-
quarters, told reporters that the
government is aware that some gradu-
ates of the University of Guyana (UG)
might have been unemployed and might
have not made a certain amount of con-
tributions to NIS.

He highlighted that this is not a re-
quirement to benefit from the govern-
ment’s initiative.

“You don’t have to provide that ev-
idence of a 156 contributions made to
the NIS, we want to make this easy for
our people who have outstanding loans.
We don’t want to put in conditions that
will create or minimise the impact of this
initiative, which we believe can help a
lot of people,” Dr Jagdeo said.

Further, he related that the govern-
ment will be examining a mechanism to
assist those students who would have al-
ready paid their dues to the university,
but are currently repaying loans to com-

mercial banks.

Earlier this week, Senior Minister
in the Office of the President with Re-
sponsibility for Finance and the Public
Service, Dr. Ashni Singh, announced
Phase One of the government’s plan to
write off the loans of University of
Guyana (UG) students.

The initiative is in keeping with the
government’s manifesto commitment to
deliver free tertiary education by 2025.

This first phase, Dr. Singh said,
could potentially benefit over 13,000
Guyanese who have $11 billion in stu-
dent loans.

“In keeping with our One Guyana
vision, and in line with our party’s peo-
ple-centred approach to development,
and our manifesto, the government re-
mains committed to providing free terti-
ary education to Guyanese by 2025,” Dr.
Singh had said.

Back in December 2023, President
Dr. Irfaan Ali had announced that a
phased programme will be implemented
to achieve free tertiary education at the
country’s premier institution.

The Head of State had disclosed
then that persons who currently have
loans at the university will be the first
group of the student population the
phased approach will target.
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EPA’s capacity being enhanced to
monitor oil, gas sector

GENERAL Secretary (GS) of the
People’s Progressive Party, Dr Bharrat
Jagdeo, has assured that the government
is working to build capacity of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to better
monitor the activities within the oil and
gas sector.

Dr. Jagdeo acknowledged the need
for significant improvement in integrat-
ing more technology into the sector. Ac-
cording to the GS, the government has
already made headway in this regard.

“We have independent satellite
monitoring now to detect any sheen in
the water so that even small quantities of
oil leaks can be detected because of high
resolution satellite imaging and monitor-
ing,” he told reporters at his weekly
press conference at Freedom House on
Thursday.

Through its Monitoring Recording
Verification System (MRVS), the EPA,
in conjunction with the Ministry of Nat-
ural Resources, also has the capacity for
real-time monitoring and reporting of
environmental discharges aboard the
Floating, Production, Storage and Of-
floading Vessels (FPSOs).

This technology also allows them
to monitor how much oil is being ex-
tracted by ExxonMobil and its partners
from the Stabroek Block.

Added to this, Dr Jagdeo said that
independent thermal imaging systems
are in place to detect any flaring.

Flaring is the controlled burning of
excess natural gas, preventing dangerous
buildups that could lead to explosions.

This process occurs during oil pro-
duction, where natural gas is often ex-
tracted alongside crude oil.

However, the gas needs to be sepa-
rated and treated before it can be used as
a fuel source. It requires processing and
infrastructure for transport, which may
not be available or economically feasible
in all locations. While flaring offers a
safety measure, it’s not an ideal solution.

To hold the contractor accountable

.

Street vendors in Georgetown

for maintaining an environmentally ac-
ceptable state, the government has put in
place a fine of US$30 per tonne of car-
bon dioxide equivalent for flaring on the
FPSOs.

“There is a live feed for discharge
water, and they do independent samples
of the water to be discharged. They test
it to ensure that the water meets the stan-
dards that are outlined in the environ-
mental permits they received. We have
strengthened those standards, and they
are international standards,” the General
Secretary added.

Although existing systems effec-
tively monitor offshore activities, the GS
highlighted the government’s commit-
ment to continuously strengthen its ca-
pabilities in this area.

“We need to continue building ca-
pacity at the EPA and in government it-
self, independent capacity and with

government itself to do greater monitor-
ing. We are working on it, but we do
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have some capacity to deal with this
issue,” he said. (DPI)
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UG gets international accredita-
tion for Petroleum Engineering

THE University of Guyana’s Fac-
ulty of Engineering and Technology has
received its first international accredi-
tation for the Associate of Science in
Petroleum Engineering and the Bache-
lor of Science in Petroleum Engineering
from the London-based International
Energy Institute.

The university in making this dis-
closure on Sunday said that it hosted the
five-man accreditation evaluation visit
and team in February, when the
favourable verbal report was given
ahead of the formal notification to the
university, recently.

“The University of Guyana began
offering programmes in petroleum en-
gineering in 2017/2018 academic year
in collaboration with the University of
Trinidad and Tobago. The programme
graduated two batches in the associate
programme and the first batch of thirty
(30) in the bachelor’s degree last No-
vember. The programmes in energy
[and] oil and gas are among the highest-
demand new programmes in the Faculty
of Engineering, attracting a large num-
ber of young women as well,” UG said
in a press release.

It added that the accreditation ex-
ercise was led and executed by Dean
Verlyn Klass, who is heading the pro-
gramme, along with Assistant Dean
Basheer Khan and UTT’s Professor
Neal Alleyene.

“The achievement of international

IN an effort to mitigate the short-
age of nurses that exists in Guyana’s
healthcare system, approximately 50
more nurses from Cuba are expected in
Guyana this week.

This was disclosed by Minister of
Health, Dr Frank Anthony, on the side-
lines of a recent event where he stated
that so far this year, 50 nurses from
Cuba have arrived in the country, with
more on the way.

When asked by the Guyana
Chronicle to provide details on this, he
said: “So we had some nurses that
came in from Cuba already. I think we
had about 50 that came in and later this
month we have another 50 that are
coming.”

Late last year, the minister an-
nounced that efforts were being made
to increase the number of nurses in the
system here. As a result, he said that
the local authorities had asked the
Cuban government for nurses to aid
with the shortage.
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UG’s first batch of Petroleum Engineers at their graduation

accreditation for the programme assures

stronger recognition for their degrees.

graduates of international mobility and  As part of its forward-looking blueprint,

More nurses from Cuba expected in Guyana

iﬁl-

At that time, he said at least 200
nurses were expected early this year as
part of an arrangement with the Cuban
government.

Minister of Health, Dr Frank Anthony

Meanwhile, the minister said that
this second batch is expected this week
and they will be distributed to different
hospitals across the country.

the University of Guyana has set high
goals for quality assurance in teaching
and learning and several new accredita-
tion exercises have been undertaken in
addition to others already achieved,”
the release added.

It said that the offices of the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof Paloma Mohamed,
Deputy Vice-Chancellors and the Sen-
ior Management Team of the University
of Guyana extend their delighted con-
gratulations to the faculty and students
on achieving this significant milestone.

Graduates of the programmes in
petroleum are in high demand in
Guyana and are employed within five
months of graduating, if not before, the
release said.

The university said it is currently
aligning its programme offerings to the
national, regional and international de-
velopment context.

The
process for the Academic Year
2024/2025 is currently open. The de-
grees being offered by the University of

university’s  application

Guyana are internationally recognised,
marketable and affordable.

Interested persons are asked to ac-
cess the following link to explore pro-
apply:
https://turkeyenonline.uog.edu.gy/srms/

gramme  offerings and

student/prospective/application/login.p
hp

“Basically, when they come in, we
would put them at different institutions,
so we would not put them all at one
place,” Dr Anthony said while adding
that of the set that came initially, they
are spread out at the Georgetown Pub-
lic Hospital, New Amsterdam hospital,
Linden Hospital and Suddie Hospital.

Previously, the health minister in-
dicated that, based on a manpower
audit that was done, approximately
4,000 more nurses are needed for the
new health structre that is being built.

As aresult, increased training in
this area has begun with over 1,100
persons currently enrolled in the hybrid
nurses training programme which com-
menced in 2022.

Further to this, a nursing assistant
programme will see some 1,000 per-
sons entering the health system by the
end of this year.

This level of increased training
will continue to fit whatever need there
is in the current system.
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Bartica poised to become important
development hub

AS Region Seven (Cuyuni-
Mazaruni) continues to stand as an im-
portant player in the expansion of a
number of sectors, President Dr Irfaan
Ali has said that Bartica is poised to be-
come an important development hub.

He made those remarks during an
outreach in Agatash village on Friday,
when he laid out the development plan
that will take place in not only the com-
munity, but the region, overall.

As he outlined the government’s vi-
sion in continuing to enhance the various
sectors such as health and education, in
order to benefit the Guyanese people, the
Head of State stated: “One of the priori-
ties of the government is to create an en-
vironment in which the people are
included in their own decision-making.

“The people are included in identi-
fying their priorities and what can ad-
vance life in their community, because
the most important thing for us in this
government is to build prosperity to
every single community, regardless of
how small that community is and how
large that community is.”

He added: “We have been working
with every single community across the
country to enhance productivity, build
livelihood options, bring prosperity and
advance the development of people all
across our country.”

As he reflected on the lack of in-
vestments under the previous coalition
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President Ali during an outreach in Region Seven

government, Dr Ali, with evidence,
showed that the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) administration is a
government that fulfils its promises and
even goes beyond, all in the name of
bringing betterment to the citizens.

“Today, I could stand here and say
with a clear conscience, we have ful-
filled all our manifesto commitments
and we are working on bonus now,” he
told the scores of residents.

Since returning to office, the PPP/C

A La-rrplﬂe Real Estate Service - Buying. Selling & Rentals.” [ﬁj}@ REAL ESTATE

P-s R

IS IN BUSINESS OVER 40 YEARS

We can sell your property for the

best price on the market

* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
 PROPERTY SALES & RENTALS
 REAL ESTATE VALUATION

government has not only restored the
‘Because We Care’ grant, but it has also
invested heavily in agriculture, human
services and health, among other things.

With that said, the President told
the villagers that their children have got-
ten more than $25 million in the ‘Be-
cause We Care’ grant, which the
APNU+AFC government had termi-
nated.

Noting that the PPP/C government
understood the difficulties in attaining
learning materials, Dr Ali disclosed that
$2.8 million was given to the schools
within the village to support learning.

Additionally, close to $12 million
was expended to improve drainage and
irrigation and rehabilitate drainage net-
works within the village.

Notably, Dr Ali spent some time
highlighting how the country’s landmark
Low-Carbon Development Strategy
(LCDS) 2030 is directly benefiting the
villages.

For Agatash, $24 million was trans-
ferred and this aided them in carrying
out a number of community initiatives
and projects, such as purchasing a school
bus.

“This is not fairytale story. This is
the real story of development. This is the
real story of your government develop-
ing and delivering to you,” the President
said.

Fencionna, | Extimpnt | Mangage leocksiary Tptoms
Corvaarrisd Lusd B Boele g Yetoaor |Lash hoaea

EAL ESTATE

A Complete Real

Estate Service:

@ Buying
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«~ Rentals

~ Tax Compliance

Contact: 223-6218, 623-7805, 656-5544
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36-megawatt power ship connected
to Guyana’s national grid

IN a significant step towards en-
hancing the nation’s energy stability, the
newly connected power ship has started
supplying electricity to the national grid.

The Guyana Power and Light
(GPL) announced on Saturday that 18
megawatts (MW) of electricity genera-
tion from the vessel is now being inte-
grated into the Demerara-Berbice
Interconnected System (DBIS) at Ever-
ton, Region Six (East Berbice-Coren-
tyne).

This marine-based energy solution
boasts the capacity to generate up to 36
megawatts of electricity, powered pre-
dominantly by heavy fuel oil (HFO).

According to the power company,
the remaining 18 MW will be added to
the grid incrementally during the course
of the coming week.

GPL thanked the government, the
National Data Management Authority
(NDMA), E-Net, GAICO Construction
Incorporated and its dedicated Transmis-
sion and Distribution and Protection and
Instrumentation employees for their in-
valuable contribution towards realising
this timely initiative. The company has
also thanked its customers for having
patience and understanding.

The power ship arrived in Guyana
on May 1. This addition is expected to
alleviate the pressure on the national
grid, particularly during peak consump-
tion hours, and reduce the frequent
power outages that have plagued various
regions across the country.

The vessel last operated in Cuba
and has two engines which produce 18.5
megawatts each. Moreover, it will oper-
ate at a remarkable 96 per cent availabil-
ity, and is integrated into GPL’s grid at
69 kilovolts (kV).

On April 13, GPL signed a contract
with Urbacon Concessions Investments,
W.L.L (UCJ) to charter the power ship
for a period of two years, with US$1

ADVERTISE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE

million paid as a mobilisation fee.

The contract includes the provision
of operational and maintenance services
as part of the agreement.

UCl is a subsidiary of UCC Hold-
ings, a company incorporated in the
State of Qatar. UCC Holdings has a
strategic alliance with Karpowership In-
ternational, a Turkish company.

Under the terms of the agreement,
GPL will pay a monthly charter fee of
6.62 US cents per kilowatt hour (kWh)
for the power ship, along with a 0.98 US

cents per kWh operation and mainte- *
nance fee based on electricity genera-
tion.

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden’s always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningful and fit comfortably within vour budget. Just some
of the wavs that we as a family care for vours,
Family owned and operated since 1944,

OGDEN

Fumeratr. HomEes
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Scarborough, Ontario M1S51T3

www.ogdenfuneralhome.com
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Breakfast Beverage
290 ml

Tropical Delight
Nectars
assorted 1L

Pearl River Bridge
Mushroom Soy Sauc¢2
500 m
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Market

www.danforthfoodmarket.com

National
Spiced Bun
130 g

Hummingbird
Pineapple Juice
540 ml

Benjamm s
Rose Water
480 ml

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town

Grace

8 kg

Ann Honeyed
Ginger Drink
with lemon 324 g

Anchor Brand
Syrup
asserted 750 ml

Lou’s & Nick’s
Lemon Juice

Titus
Sardines
assorted 125 g

Cedar Yellow Corn
Meal #40
21b

Dettol Original

Bar Soap

100 g
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Clear Multi Use Bag
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Royal Oak Handy
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8.811b

Five I.ocatlon 'I'o

TMPR

Alcohol Solution
473 ml




EQUALITY NEWS THURSDAY MAY 23 2024

Delicious Jumuicun Dish

Frozen Easy Cooked Grown From Australia Burnt Fresh or FI'OIEII\SCI"ed Beef
Trimmed Oxiull | Free Runge Goat;Head

Salted Alaskan
. Pollock
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Fresh Large Fresh Exceldor
Conch Meu_; Chicken Feet _Chicken Leg} .
sy T“rgfy ‘k W28 '\. Ouurters

2
Fresh Seafood Cafches

Fresh Yellow Tail Fresh Whole Fresh Golden Fresh Tilapia Fresh Atlantic
Slluppers . King Fish Groupers 3-51h i Whole Salmon

Ib as Is

Fresh Buﬂercup Wlllmuc

Specials in Effect Thu. May 23th
F|ve Loeatlons To Serve You Better P onil Wed. May 20th, 2024

Although we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Finch Ave. W. Sheppard Ave. E. Bloor St. E. Stafford Dr.
Danforth Food Market Danforth Food Market

651 Markam Rd. #%{1225 Dundas St.
416—43%}6397 m Dixie & Dundas

s [Missisauga
O
s l

2=1005-949-9990 $ E
Lawrence Ave. E.

Under New Management

Danforth ’ g
M4 Food Market 301 Silverstone Dr. Qé
3701 Keele St. 416-740-987Q
416-398-8}1{23

Danforth Food Market
144 Kennedy Road
South
_289-298-0399

N

Kennedy Rd. Soith
Rutherford Rd. South

Markam Rd.

Dundas St. E.

Glidden Rd.
Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Fri.-Sat.9amto 9 pm Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 8 pm Sunday 9 amto 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 6 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Serve You Betler DFM
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Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Crematorium inside our building!

Seating for more than 500+ guests!
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CHET SHARMA *

B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B.
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
~ GENERAL PRACTICE
| immigration Law

Criminal Law

Divorce & Family Law
Office: 416-285-1550
Res: 416-284-9191

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

Jamaica’s Prime Minister Andrew
Holness has underscored that the issue
of violence in schools extends beyond
the confines of educational institu-
tions, labeling it a “social problem”
that requires multifaceted responses
from his government.

Holness emphasized the necessity
of employing various social interven-
tion strategies and programs to address
the rising incidence of deadly con-
frontations among students.

During a recent meeting with
Custos of Manchester Garfield Green,
Holness articulated his stance on the
matter, highlighting the inadequacy of
solely relying on security-oriented so-
lutions.

“The truth is that the children are
coming out of households which are
not always reinforcing the values of
society or reinforcing what is being
taught in the schools, and many of
these children are without guidance
and direction,” Holness asserted on
Wednesday.

Acknowledging the prevalence of
bullying in some schools, Holness also
emphasized the need for comprehen-
sive social interventions, particularly
targeting young males susceptible to

B.A, B.SW. (Hons), LLB,
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CHARLEY'’S
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For all your catering
Not sure how much food

needs
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1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.

Actual Review from Yellow Pages

. you need? We'll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-
mize your cost.

Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

19
Holnhess to address

school violence in JA
with social strategies

gang culture. He outlined plans for
one-on-one direct interventions aimed
at steering individuals away from
adopting such detrimental behaviors.

“We will have the necessary so-
cial interventions (for that), both from
the level of the security point-of-view,
but more so from the engagement, par-
ticularly with our young males who
are caught up in gang culture, even if
they are not part of a gang, they try to
model and adopt this gang culture, and
the only way to treat with that is the
one-on-one direct intervention,” Hol-
ness explained.

Furthermore, Holness pledged
government support for the Beliefs,
Values, and Attitudes (BVA) program,
which facilitates interactions between
Justices of the Peace (JPs) and stu-
dents within school settings. He ex-
pressed confidence in the
effectiveness of the announced meas-
ures in swiftly curbing the escalation
of school violence.

“I am certain that we can bring
school violence — the increase that we
are seeing — under control very rapidly
with the measures that [’ve an-
nounced,” Holness stated.

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

|||||||
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PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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GTA fostering local tourism, cultural
engagement by hosting media

IN significant steps towards pro-
moting Guyana’s vibrant culture and
pristine ecosystems, the Guyana
Tourism Authority (GTA) has launched
several initiatives designed to enhance
the visibility and long-term sustainabil-
ity of tourism in Guyana.

From April 25 to May 2, the GTA,
in collaboration with Wilderness Ex-
plorers, hosted a Familiarisation (FAM)
Tour for North American media repre-
sentatives, providing them with a first-
hand  experience of Guyana’s
spectacular natural beauty and cultural
heritage.

The media guests explored multi-
ple key attractions, including the Waikin
Ranch, Caiman House, Yupukari Vil-
lage, Karanambu Lodge, and the breath-
taking Kaieteur Falls, among others.

Their journey also included cultur-
ally enriching experiences like the
Bourda Market Tour in Georgetown and
a Demerara Sunset Cruise, offering a
full spectrum of Guyana’s tourist offer-
ings.

In a parallel effort to integrate agri-
cultural development with tourism, the
GTA has also thrown its support behind
the Agri-tourism Policy and Roadmap
Development initiative led by the Inter-
American Institute for Co-operation on
Agriculture (IICA).

This initiative aims to align with
the National Strategic Development
Policy to foster agri-tourism in Region
Nine, enhancing the local economy and
the tourism sector’s sustainability.

Adding to its list of projects, the
GTA recently facilitated another Famil-
iarisation Trip under the Discover Esse-
quibo Circuit Development Project.

This project, a collaborative effort
with the Tourism and Hospitality Asso-
ciation of Guyana and regional tourism
committees, included distinguished par-
ticipants such as Jane Miller, the British
High Commissioner to Guyana, and
Mark Berman, the Canadian High Com-
missioner.

The trip showcased new tourism
products and facilitated engagements
with local stakeholders, highlighting the
potential of the Essequibo and Bartica
regions.

Additionally, the GTA also cele-
brated the conclusion of the “Scaling
Up Community-led & Owned Tourism

CIRE=Y

‘in an Equalit
Call 647-

North American media representatives enjoying the legendary Kaieteur Falls

Mr. FODE

Development in Guyana”
funded by the European Union.

This project focused on empower-
ing Indigenous communities through
sustainable tourism, culminating in a
closing ceremony at the Lethem Busi-
ness Incubator Centre.

Some 15 participants from com-
munities including Sand Creek, Aishal-
ton, and Shulinab completed an
extensive learning route, gaining skills
in various aspects of tourism at estab-
lished enterprises like Toka and Manari
Ranch.

These initiatives collectively aim
to not only promote Guyana as a top-tier
tourist destination but also to foster
socio-economic development through
sustainable, community-driven efforts.

project,

216-2359

International Renowned Marabout
Specialist in Family issues & Relationships,
Ability to Reunite Familes & Loved ones,
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Relationships. Removes Black Magic, Provides,
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* Depression * Good luck
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Do not suffer in silence any longer, contact Mr ABDUL

if you feel your issue need swift and effective solution.
FAST & EFFECTIVE RESULTS

647-410-7697
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More EV charging stations
coming across Guyana, says PM

PRIME Minister Brigadier (Ret’d)
Mark Phillips over the weekend empha-
sised the need for continued support and
investment in renewable energy to
achieve a sustainable future.

The Prime Minister was at the time
delivering remarks at an “EV Show and
Tell” hosted by the Guyana Energy
Agency at the University of Guyana
Berbice Campus.

While emphasising the need to em-
brace renewable alternatives, he said:
“The world is transitioning from non-re-
newable to renewable energy. Greater
usage of renewable energy will lead to
greater resilience against climate change
and reduce the carbon footprint on the
entire world and help us to be greater in
terms of the resilience against the effects
of climate change.”

Against this backdrop, he indicated
that the government will lead by exam-
ple and will soon acquire an electric ve-
hicle fleet. He added that while six EV
charging stations have already been set
up including one in Berbice, there are
plans for more to be put in place.

Addressing the need for continued
support and investment, he highlighted
the government’s efforts to promote
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Guyana Prime Minister Mark Phillips

solar technology in both urban and hin-
terland regions, as the government has
distributed household solar systems ben-
efitting hinterland residents.

“28,000 household solar systems

have changed the lives of 120,000 peo-
ple throughout our hinterland and river-
ine areas... it is our intention to
distribute an additional 10,000 house-
hold systems,” he said.

To this end, he urged those present
at the show and tell to embrace renew-
able solutions like solar power and elec-
tric mobility, noting that electric
vehicles are environmentally friendly
and cost-effective in the long term.

Prime Minster Phillips noted that
clean energy is pivotal in Guyana’s en-
ergy transformation and long-term sus-
tainability goals.

Earlier this year, he highlighted the
government’s adoption of robust poli-
cies, cost-effective technologies and en-
ergy-efficient solutions. These
initiatives, he said, aim to provide equi-
table and affordable access to clean and
renewable energy.

Significant strides are being made
through the Low Carbon Development
Strategy (LCDS) 2030 which focuses on
the use of innovative clean energy solu-
tions using natural resources.

As part of the broader strategy,
plans are in place to expand renewable
energy capacity, specifically solar PV,
hydropower and wind. This energy mix
which the government is pursuing, he
noted, will result in more than 500
megawatts of capacity over the next five
years.

First Lady calls on Guyanese to stand with Gaza

FIRST Lady Arya Ali, on Saturday
evening, hosted a candlelight vigil in
support of the Palestinian mothers af-
fected by the atrocities in Palestine.

The vigil which was held at the
Kingston Seawall Esplanade, saw hun-
dreds of persons attending to show their
support for mothers who have lost their
children and continue to suffer due to
the crisis.

The First Lady encouraged
Guyanese citizens to stand up for the
humanity of the Palestinians.

“We must act, we must speak out
against the atrocities being committed
in Gaza, we must demand accountabil-
ity from those who perpetrate these
crimes against humanity,” she im-
plored.

The human rights advocate
stressed that Guyana continues to show
its unwavering commitment to support-
ing Palestinians in various ways such as
sourcing funds and awareness pro-
grammes, among other interventions.

“The $110.8 million raised re-
cently to support humanitarian efforts
in Palestine is another testament to
Guyana’s commitment to support our

sisters and brothers...,” First Lady Ali
pointed out.

Also present at the vigil was Min-
ister of Human Services and Social Se-
curity, Dr Vindhya Persaud who noted
that since taking a seat at the United
Nations Security Council, Guyana has

advocated for the safety and peace of
Palestinians.

“Guyana unequivocally stands
with the people of Palestine.

Guyana at the United Nations Se-
curity Council would have raised its

hand consistently for justice, immediate

seize fire, humanitarian aid for these
people,” the Human Services Minister
said.

Minister Persaud noted that many
persons have joined the movement and
called for immediate ceasefire.

Home for sale:

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice.

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toi-
lets, central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water
filter, automatic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new
perkins generator no blackouts ready to move in and start

dwelling, concrete yard.

For more information contact via WhatsApp:

+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month!

Monthly Lifestyle & Entertainment Magazine

www.limemag.ca
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He’s only 115 cm tall, but Abdu Rozik is a big star on social media and in the movies

Height doesn’t matter: Abdu
Rozik announces plans to marry

Social media influencer and Bigg Boss 16
fame Abdu Rozik recently made headlines after an-
nouncing his engagement with fiancé Amira. The
singer revealed that they will tie the knot in July and
Salman Khan will grace the ceremony. While not
much is known about Amira, Abdu had said that she
is from Sharjah and is studying Business Adminis-
tration.

In an interview with Etimes, the 20-year-old
singer said that he met Amira at a food joint and it
was love at first sight. Abdu also clarified that their
engagement is not a PR strategy or any promotion
of music video. “Maybe people find it hard to be-
lieve that a small guy like me has found love,” he
added.

Abdu, who is shorter than his fiancée Amira,

Rivals turn
using Al

An Al video shows an ecstatic Narendra
Modi sporting a trendy jacket and trousers, groov-
ing on a stage to a Bollywood song as the crowd
cheers. The Indian prime minister reshared the
video on X, saying "such creativity in peak poll
season is truly a delight."

Another video, with the same stage setting,
shows Modi's rival Mamata Banerjee dancing in a
saree-like outfit, but the background score is parts
of her speech criticizing those who quit her party
to join Modi's. State police have launched an in-
vestigation saying the video can "affect law and
order."

The different reactions to videos created
using artificial intelligence (Al) tools underscore
how the use and abuse of the technology is in-
creasing and creating worries for regulators and
security officials as the world's most populous na-
tion holds a mammoth general election.

Easy to make Al videos, which contain near-
perfect shadow and hand movements, can at times
mislead even digitally-literate people. But risks
are higher in a country where many of the 1.4 bil-
lion people are tech challenged and where manip-
ulated content can easily stir sectarian tensions,
especially at election time.

says their height difference hasn’t affected their
love. Abdu said that he is 115 cm and Amira is 155
cm and added that he used to worry about finding a
partner due to his height, but now he’s grateful to
have met Amira. He said that while Amira is taller
than him, but it has never come between their rela-
tionship.

A few days ago Abdu took to his social media
handle and shared pictures from the engagement
ceremony. He did not reveal Amira’s face, but gave
a glimpse of the heart shaped diamond ring.

Sharing the news, he wrote, “I never imagined
in my life that I will be so lucky to find a love who
respects me and is not burdened by the obstacles in
my life 7th of July save the date !! I cannot express
to you in words how happy [ am.”

up the heat
on Modi

According to a World Economic Forum sur-
vey published in January, the risk to India from
misinformation is seen higher than the risk from
infectious diseases or illicit economic activity in
the next two years.

"India is already at a great risk of misinfor-
mation - with Al in picture, it can spread at the
speed of 100X," said New Delhi-based consultant
Sagar Vishnoi, who is advising some political par-
ties on Al use in India's election.

"Elderly people, often not a tech savvy
group, increasingly fall for fake narratives aided
by Al videos. This could have serious conse-
quences like triggering hatred against a commu-
nity, caste or religion."

The 2024 national election — being held over
six weeks and ending on June 1 — is the first in
which Al is being deployed. Initial examples were
innocent, restricted to some politicians using the
technology to create videos and audio to personal-
ize their campaigns.

But major cases of misuse hit the headlines
in April including deepfakes of Bollywood actors,
opens new tab criticizing Modi and fake clips,
opens new tab involving two of Modi's top aides
that led to the arrest of nine people.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): Something that just a
week or two ago looked like a setback now looks like a tri-
umph. Take that as a reminder that even when some issues ap-
pear to be over and done with there is often still a chance to
change them for the better again.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): No matter how much fun
you’ve had in recent weeks the excitement factor will surge
up another notch, of three, over the next few days. There has
never been a better time to express yourself creatively to the
absolute full — so what are you waiting for?

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): You may not realize it yet
but there is a luck factor building up in your favor and when
the Sun moves into your sign a week from now so many of
those obstructions that have been holding you back will come
tumbling down. So be patient.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): You may possess strong
likes and dislikes but you must also strive to understand why
certain people act the way they do. Look honestly at what’s
going on around you today and recognize that very few people
are actually bad or evil.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): You won’t just be moving up
a rung or two on the work front over the coming week, you
will be soaring skyward at a rate of knots. Cosmic activity in
the career area of your chart is about to propel you way out
into the professional stratosphere.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): The most important thing
for you over the next few days is that you know when to stop.
There is so much great stuff going on in your fellow Earth sign
of Taurus that it’s inevitable you will get carried away. Slow
down before you fall down!

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): This could be and should
be a profitable time for you and with so much cosmic activity
taking place in the wealth area of your chart over the next few
days those profits could be much bigger than you expected.
Enjoy your good fortune — you’ve earned it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): With the Sun, Venus,
Jupiter and Uranus all moving through the partnership area of
your chart at the moment you will find it ridiculously easy to
win people round to your way of thinking and acting. Your
powers of persuasion are truly irresistible.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): You have so much
enthusiasm for life at the moment, and so much raw primal en-
ergy to go with it, that you could easily find yourself doing a
dozen things at once. Imagine what you could accomplish if
you channeled all that energy in a single direction.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): If you are not aiming
to be the biggest and the best at what you do in life then you
are operating way below your true capacity. Cosmic activity
in the most dynamic area of your chart can make anything and
everything happen now — so use it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Some things matter
and some things do not. Are you clear in your mind which is
which? If you waste time and energy on matters of a trivial na-
ture today you will kick yourself later on when you realize
how much more you could have accomplished.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): The more you are on the
move today the more likely it is you will encounter people who
can make the kind of difference to your lifestyle that you have
so often dreamed of and so rarely experienced. Don’t slow
down for even a moment — in fact, speed up!
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JA declares zero-tolerance for
crimes, violence agamst students

In response to a recent 1nc1dent
that left one student dead and another
injured, Jamaica’s Minister of National
Security, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang, has
declared a zero-tolerance stance on
crime affecting students and the educa-
tional environment.

The incident occurred as two stu-
dents were returning home from sports
day activities, leading to a 16-year-old
boy’s death and injuries to his 15-year-
old female companion.

Dr. Chang emphasized that the
government would respond forcefully
to protect students from being caught in
criminal activities.

Accompanied by the Minister of
Education and Youth, Hon. Fayval
Williams, Dr. Chang was part of a min-
isterial delegation that visited Grange
Hill High School in Westmoreland.

The visit aimed to reassure school
administrators, students, and residents
that the government’s commitment to
maintaining safety and order is unwa-
vering.

Minister Williams highlighted the
Ministry’s dedication to supporting the
school with guidance and counseling
resources to prevent future incidents.

The Commissioner of Police, Dr.

Minister of National Security, Dr. Horace Chang

Kevin Blake, reassured the community
of the police’s resolute approach to pro-
tect students and combat criminality.
He stressed the importance of
community cooperation and the role of
law enforcement in safeguarding the
future of the youth, urging them to steer

clear of criminal activities.

During the visit, Samuel Williams,
the Board Chairman, addressed the
school community with a heartfelt mes-
sage about overcoming challenges and
violence.

He called on the community to re-

flect on their legacy and work together
towards a peaceful future.

Emphasizing the importance of
spiritual guidance, Mr. Williams ex-
pressed hope for a shift in the youth’s
mindset towards positivity and faith in
God.

Grenada eyes cannabis industry development

The Grenadian government is tak-
ing significant steps toward establish-
ing a cannabis industry focused on
medical and industrial applications.

This initiative aligns with their
commitment to exploring the potential
benefits of cannabis.

The primary goals include ad-
dressing medical and scientific uses,
boosting employment, and increasing
foreign exchange revenue.

A comprehensive strategy is being
crafted to support the eventual enact-
ment of specific cannabis legislation.

In response to the expired term of
the previous commission in November
2023, the Grenadian Cabinet has
formed a streamlined Cannabis Work-
ing Committee to enhance decision-
making processes.

The Committee was established in
April 2024 and consists of the follow-
ing:

* Anselm Clouden, Attorney at
Law

e Dr Shawn Charles, Chief Med-
ical Officer

* ACP Vannie Curwen, Acting
Commissioner of Police

* Tonja Alexander, a cannabis ex-
pert and Rastafarian representative.

* Betty Ann Lazarus, Public Rela-
tions, Ministry of Agriculture and
Lands, Forestry, and Marine Resources

One of the committee’s primary
tasks is to conduct extensive commu-
nity consultations to gauge public opin-
ion on cannabis usage and its legal
reclassification.

These consultations aim to shape
the legislative and regulatory landscape
for cannabis by advising on necessary
legal adjustments and frameworks.

The committee is actively working
on several fronts to gather data and
steer the national conversation on
cannabis.

Their efforts include publishing a
policy statement to clearly articulate
the government’s stance on cannabis,

L%
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A committee has been established to guide the process to develop the cannabis industry

organizing national panel discussions
with regional experts to clarify miscon-
ceptions about cannabis, and collabo-
rating closely with the Ministry of
Legal Affairs.

This collaboration focuses on re-
searching and proposing legislative
changes aimed at decriminalizing
cannabis use as an initial measure.

Recognizing the growing public
interest in cannabis legalization, the

Grenadian government values the in-
sights from individuals affected by cur-
rent laws and is eager to integrate
public enthusiasm into its approach.

Nevertheless, the government em-
phasizes the importance of a responsi-
ble and informed approach to cannabis
legislation, ensuring that the develop-
ment of this sector is beneficial and
sustainable for all stakeholders in-
volved.
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Venezuela criticizes U.S. fighter jet
flyover in Guyana

The Guyana government has ap-
proved a defense cooperation exercise
with the United States, allowing two
U.S. Navy F/A-18F Super Hornet
fighter jets to fly over Georgetown and
surrounding areas.

The exercise was organized by the
Guyana Defence Force and coordinated
with the U.S. Southern Command.

According to Guyana’s govern-
ment, the purpose was to deepen the
ongoing security cooperation between
the two nations.

Venezuela criticized the exercise,
accusing the U.S. and Guyana of con-
spiring to provoke regional instability.

Caracas viewed the move as a di-
rect threat to peace and stability in the
region.

Venezuela’s Defence Minister
Vladimir Padrino denounced the fly-
over as a “repeated provocation” by the
Southern Command, supported by
Guyana, which he likened to “a new
North American colony.”

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Yvan
Gil condemned the exercise as evi-
dence of U.S. provocation towards
Venezuela, emphasizing that Guyana
was violating its international commit-
ments.

He argued that Guyana’s coopera-
tion with the U.S. Southern Command
breaches the Argyle Declaration
reached between the Guyanese and
Venezuelan governments in December
2023.

The longstanding border dispute
between Guyana and Venezuela, cur-
rently before the International Court of
Justice (ICJ), involves the Essequibo
region, which Caracas claims owner-
ship of.

US fighter jets were engaged in an exercise over Guyana

The region comprises about two-
thirds of Guyana’s territory and is home
to 125,000 of its 800,000 citizens.

In the December 2023 Argyle
Declaration, President Irfaan Ali of
Guyana and President Nicolas Maduro
of Venezuela agreed not to use or
threaten force against each other while
resolving the border dispute.

Both nations also vowed to avoid
escalating conflicts in any form.

However, Venezuela contends that
Guyana violated the agreement by al-
lowing the U.S. military exercise.

Gil further accused ExxonMobil
of seeking to destabilize the region and
violate the Peace Zone established by
the Community of Latin American and
Caribbean States (CELAC).

The U.S. Embassy in Guyana de-
scribed the exercise as an extension of
the “routine security cooperation and
expanding bilateral defense partner-
ship” between Guyana and the U.S.
The diplomatic mission highlighted that
the U.S. Navy aircraft carrier USS
George Washington and Carrier Strike
Group 10 were in the region as part of a

two-month transit to the Pacific.

During the transit, the USS George
Washington is set to conduct military
exercises with defense partners to in-
crease interoperability, strengthen ca-
pacity, and support regional security
and stability.

The U.S. Embassy reaffirmed its
commitment to partner with nations
aligned with democratic values, empha-
sizing General Laura Richardson’s
commitment to “Team Democracy.”

Sharks facing slaughter in Tobago after attack

Jamaica is embarking on a signifi-
cant modernization of its school boards
following the establishment of revised
operational procedures.

These updates are rooted in the
recommendations of Professor Orlando
Patterson-chaired Jamaica Education
Transformation Commission (JETC),
which proposed 365 actions to enhance
the country’s education sector.

Minister of Education and Youth,
Hon. Fayval Williams, emphasized the
importance of the revamped measures
during the 2024/25 Sectoral Debate in
the House of Representatives on May 8.

She highlighted that these new pro-
cedures mandate a performance review
of school boards at the end of each
cycle, alongside the implementation of
a robust monitoring and evaluation
framework.

The updated measures also call for
comprehensive training of school board
members, streamlining existing gover-
nance structures, and acknowledging

Minister of Education, Youth and Information in Jamaica, Fayval Williams

the contributions of board members.
Minister Williams underscored the

direct correlation between effective
governance and student achievement.

She stressed the pivotal role of
good governance in managing a young
and complex educational system like Ja-
maica’s, with diverse actors playing var-
ied roles.

Jamaica’s school board members
represent one of the nation’s largest
groups of volunteers, with nearly
10,000 individuals dedicating countless
hours and often their own resources to
support schools. They play a crucial
role in upholding the Education Act and
Regulations.

The National Council on Educa-
tion, responsible for overseeing the gov-
ernance portfolio, is actively working to
fortify school boards nationwide.

Minister Williams mentioned that
the Council is currently undergoing a
strategic review to enhance its impact
on the education system.
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New murtis donated to Trinidad

Devotees of the Bharatiya Vidya
Abhyas Mandali, whose temple was
vandalised after six murtis were be-
headed, said there has been an outpour-
ing of love since the horrific incident.

On Sunday, a board member who
did not wish to give her name said
members were touched and moved by
the good wishes the temple has been re-
ceiving.

"People have been coming for-
ward to donate new murtis, it's a beau-
tiful thing to witness, in the midst of
the devastation, this love."

On May 8, during the wee hours
of the morning, an unknown assailant
hopped the temple walls, which are se-
cured by barbed wire and smashed the
murtis.

A murti of Lord Shiva that had
been on the temple grounds for 32
years was also destroyed. Images of the
destructive scene have gone viral on so-
cial media, prompting many users to
condemn the heinous act.

Speaking via phone, the woman
said Sunday is usually their worship
day and while they remained horrified
by the act, temple leaders were holding
prayers to keep worshippers' spirits up.

The woman said despite the dona-
tion, she was unsure when they would
begin work to replace the murtis and
reopen the temple.

"Our spiritual head has that project
in his hand. He'll be dealing with those
matters."

At around 4 and 5.30 am, devotees
showing up to clean and for morning
worship made the discovery. When
Newsday spoke with the temple's treas-
urer, Zolika Ramdehal, on May 8, she

Scene of destruction inside the temple

described the destruction as losing
something sacred. She said the vandals
did not try to break into the temple and
she believes their sole intent was to
cause destruction.

There are no CCTV cameras on
the premises, temple leaders were hop-
ing to install cameras in June.

When reporters visited the temple
on May 8§, temple members were busy
removing the remaining damaged mur-
tis as a pile of broken murti heads lined
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the right wall.

President of the Inter-Religious
Organisation, pundit Lloyd Sirjoo,
strongly condemned the attack in a
phone interview with Newsday on May
8, calling it heinous and saying no such
act at any religious place cannot and
should not be condoned.

He questioned why anyone would
desecrate any religious site and be-
lieves not enough is being done to safe-
guard religious spaces.

He called for police to be proac-
tive in their work and said if the people
responsible for the act were not held
and convicted, it would not deter others
from doing similar.

"Criminals will think it is okay to
do this because nothing will happen to
them.

"When it comes to religious insti-
tutions, it seems every creed and race
do not find an equal place."

Caribbean braces for record heat season

The Caribbean is currently experi-
encing an unusually warm period, and
it seems this trend is set to continue,
possibly until October.

Near-record temperatures, particu-
larly high in August and September, are
anticipated across the region.

The Barbados-based Caribbean
Climate Outlook Forum (CariCOF) has
released its Heat Outlook for May
through October.

The report forecasts that the pe-
riod from May to July, which marks the
early phase of the Caribbean Heat Sea-
son in the Caribbean Islands and Be-
lize, will be significantly hotter than
usual.

The forecast highlights intense,
nearly record-breaking levels of night-
time and daytime heat, compounded by
rising humidity levels from June to
September.

With the increasing temperatures
and humidity, there are growing con-
cerns about the impact on vulnerable
populations and small livestock.

The conditions could lead to fre-
quent, intense, and possibly prolonged

»
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Near record high temperatures are anticipated across the region in August and September

episodes of heat stress throughout these
months.

The typical number of heatwave
days varies across the region.

Historically, there are 15 to 20
such days in Puerto Rico and the north-
ern Leeward Islands, and 5 to 10 in Be-
lize and the wind-sheltered areas of the
Lesser Antilles.

However, this year’s projections
are alarming: 30 to 50 heatwave days

are expected in The Bahamas, Barba-
dos, Trinidad, and the wind-sheltered
areas of the Windward Islands, with at
least 30 days anticipated in The Ba-
hamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica,
Martinique, Saint Lucia, and Trinidad.

Various Caribbean islands have al-
ready started issuing heatwave advi-
sories in response to the soaring
temperatures.

They have highlighted concerns

over light winds and high humidity,
which can lead to dangerously hot con-
ditions.

In Belize, the National Meteoro-
logical Service issued a Heat Alert for
May 8, warning that temperatures
could exceed 97°F.

Residents, particularly those in-
land, are advised to stay hydrated and
limit outdoor activities during the
hottest parts of the day.
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Mass shooting leaves 4 dead, 8 injured

Residents of Phase One, Powder
Magazine, Cocorite west of Port of
Spain, Trinidad say stigmas about
crime in the area are unfounded as the
community is all about “goodness and
love.”

A shooting in the community on
Saturday night left four men dead and
eight more wounded.

At the Housing Development Cor-
poration (HDC) apartment complex on
Monday, armed police officers were pa-
trolling the street outside and a tent
with members of the police Victim and
Witness Support Unit near the gate.

Residents were hesitant to speak
with the media. The few who did all
said they were shocked to hear the gun-
shots so close to the compound.

“Since I come inside here to live,
me ent know this kind of thing going
on. I know inside of here is a peaceful
community,” said one woman. She
added, “I can't see no motive for people
coming here to do that.”

Another woman, whose relative
was shot, said she is angry as shootings
are not a common occurrence in the
area.

“Is goodness in here. Everybody
does come to lime. Any hour, you can
see people liming and children outside
playing. All the shots fire and nobody
ent even fire back because nobody in
here on that.”

Another nearby woman said there
was no gang issue in the area.

“It don’t have that in here. Nobody
who dead by those buildings was in
anything. In here is a love. Is just a
love. All of we was one.”

One man said he appreciated the
police presence but called for a more
permanent solution to addressing resi-
dents’ concerns.

“We feel much safer because we
don't know if the guys (gunmen) could
come back.

“I don't know how long the police
could (stay here)...but otherwise, we
have so much to do and we wouldn't let
that stop us (if they leave).”

He suggested a card-controlled
barrier to limit access to the compound.

Police Victim and Witness Support
officer Christine Forde said residents
have embraced the services they are of-
fering.

“They have accepted the interven-
tion, so there will be follow-up conver-
sations with them where we could help
them deal with it and help them give
them coping strategies that will help
them regain some sort of normalcy in
their lives.”

Forde said the unit is also referring
them to state agencies which may be
able to assist with grants.

Forde said any member of the
community who felt uncomfortable
speaking with them in public could
visit the Four Roads, Carenage or West
End police stations and ask to speak
with a victim and witness support offi-
cer.

In west Port of Spain
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A police vehicle leaves the scene of the shooting in Cocorite

Police are working on the theory
that the 12 people — four dead and eight
wounded — who were victims of a
shooting at Phase 1 Powder Magazine,
Cocorite on May 4, were attacked by
gunmen over turf.

Commissioner of Police Erla
Harewood-Christopher confirmed that
initial intelligence indicated that it was
one of the possible motives behind the
shooting as she spoke to reporters while
visiting the scene of the shooting on
May 5.

Christopher said the police is tak-
ing a zero-tolerance stance on gang vio-
lence and assured that all resources will
be applied to ensure that a proper in-
vestigation is done and the perpetrators
are brought to justice.

“Clearly these young persons have
no regard for life and this is not a situa-
tion that we will continue to condone.
We will not condone this. That is why
we are here — to get a first-hand experi-
ence of what transpired.” she said. “The
criminals cannot and will not control
any turf. Communities control their
turf.”

She called on the community to
make it known that illegal activity is
not welcome.

Police say at about 11 pm on May
4, the group of people including
Shaquille Ottley, 22, Antonio Jack, 57,
Sadikki Ottley, 31 and Jonathan Os-
mond, 36, all of Phase 1 Powder Maga-
zine, were liming at Building F, when a
dark-coloured car, make, model and
registration number unknown, drove
into the compound, turned and stopped
at the entrance.

Two men in dark clothes got out of
the car and opened fire on the group be-
fore escaping.

Shaqulle and Sadiki Ottley, as well
as Jack were taken to the St James
Medical Facility, but they died.
Shaquille Ottley and Jack were de-
clared dead on arrival and Sadiki Ottley

died shortly after. Osmond died at the
scene.

The other eight victims — six from
Powder Magazine, one from Diamond
Vale, and another from Cocorite Ter-
race — were also injured, and taken to
the St James Medical Centre by resi-
dents.

Senior Supt of the Western Divi-
sion Garvin Henry said while seven of
the wounded people were treated and
their wounds were not life-threatening,
the police are now praying for the life
of one person who is in a stable but se-
rious condition at hospital.

He told reporters he was taking the
shooting incident personally.

“The fact is, and the community
knows, that there are elements of gang
activity in these areas. Yes, the area has
been quiet for a while. It is not only
sad, but it is unexpected that we had
that level of violence directed at this
community (last night).

“This crime that took four lives
and injured eight citizens will not be
tolerated. As commander, | am taking
this wanton act personally.”

Both Harewood-Christopher and
Henry said the police will be actively
engaging the community to curtail
crime activity in the area. Henry said
police presence, direct exercises, inves-
tigations and other actions by the police
serve to deter criminals from taking
control.

“There is no turf here. This is a
community and it belongs to the resi-
dents. It is important for us to partner
and collaborate with them in order to
find (the criminals).”

He said one of the key compo-
nents to the police’s strategies is speak-
ing to people in the area and addressing
their concerns.

Harewood-Christopher already
started her community engagement on
the scene as she was seen speaking to a
young man. She said speaking to the

public was of a high priority.

“We try to focus on scientific evi-
dence, but we still need the help of eye
witnesses; we still need information
from the community,” she said.

She said the man speaking to her,
identified as Jerome Smith complained
that police catch criminals, interview
them and release them but they are not
charged. She explained that informa-
tion alone cannot convict a criminal.

“If we don’t have the evidence, we
cannot charge them,” she said.

Henry said the Western Division
plans to not only ramp-up police activ-
ity in the area, but will also improve
engagement, as he has noticed that
some in the community may be too shy
to come out to town hall meetings to
speak.

“We have not had a town hall
meeting in the St James district for this
year as yet, but what we found was that
the last one we had in Lions Club, you
would find communities such as this to
be kind of shy to come out and interact
with us,” he said. “Our intention is to
come to this community — if we have to
pitch tents and invite the community —
to talk to us. That will happen in the
near future.”

Harewood-Christopher said police
will also be ramping up searches in the
next couple months to increase the rate
of recovery of illicit firearms trans-
ported throughout the country.

“We would have said our chal-
lenges are guns, drugs and gangs. We
recognise that obviously firearms don’t
have wings or legs, so we know that
firearms are being transported. So
within the next couple months I will
ask citizens to bare with us because
there will be some inconvenience ex-
pected.”

In a media release sent on Sunday,
Harewood-Christopher condemned the
actions of the criminals.
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WI women begin T20 World Cup
campaign vs SA on October 5

WEST INDIES women will begin
the October 3-20 International Cricket
Council (ICC) Twenty/20 women's
World Cup in Bangladesh with a clash
against last year's runners-up South
Africa in Dhaka on October 5.

Winners of the 2016 T20 World
Cup, the West Indies women have been
placed in group B alongside the Proteas
women, Bangladesh, England and Scot-
land, who sealed their passage to the
World Cup after finishing as runners-up
to Sri Lanka in the T20 World Cup qual-
ifiers which concluded in Abu Dhabi on
Tuesday.

Record six-time winners Australia
begin their title defence against Sri
Lanka in group A on October 4, with
India, New Zealand and Pakistan round-
ing off the group.

After playing South Africa, Hayley
Matthews and the Windies team will
play Scotland and hosts Bangladesh on
October 7 and 9 respectively, before end-
ing the group phase with a meeting
against England. West Indies will play
all of their group games in Dhaka.

After the four-match group phase,
the top two teams in either group will ad-
vance to the semifinals which will be
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West Indies Women’s captain Hayley Matthews

played on October 17 and 18 respec-
tively. The final will be played in Dhaka
on October 20.

West Indies are currently sixth on
the ICC's T20 rankings, and they romped
to a 4-1 series victory in their last series
against Pakistan which concluded last
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week.

Matthews, who was named as the
ICC women's T20 Player of the Year for
2023, continued her sublime form in the
format and she walked away with the
Player of the Series award after scoring
three half-centuries in five matches and

Scan Me

amassing an aggregate of 205 runs.

The Caribbean team will play
warm-up matches against India and Pak-
istan on September 28 and October 1 re-
spectively before starting their World
Cup campaign.
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INJURED? CAR ACCIDENT?

PEDESTRIAN OR CYCLIST STRUCK BY

AUTOMOBILES. VICTIMS OF CRIME.

Talk to us first.

The Accident Injury Law Firm maximizes your

claim and gets you a bigger settlement. No upfront fees and no hidden costs. We
don't get paid until you get paid.

For a free consultation in your home, at the hospital or at your office.

Call Richard Mars Hosein at 416-999-3471, Monday - Sunday 2 am - 8 p.m.

Over 15 years of excellent service to this community:.
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REPAIRS EXPERTS

Full Roofs | Skylights
Missing Shingles | Minor/Major Leaks
Racoon Problems | Eaves & Downspout

416-820-3852

Senior Discount On Repairs LIC # L179362
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. "% South America Undiscovered

_— “For us the tourism sectar, the
hospitality sector, the leisure sector, is an important
component of the overall development strategy”

His Excellency Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali
President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana

01-29 JUNE | _e=ce
TICHET BALLOT MOW SFEM THMEEETS TIMW GRLDCUP.COM

SAT, 1 JUNE

SUN, 2 JUNE

MON, 3 JUNE

TUE, 4 JUNE

TAKING CARE OF CLINICAL SERVICES OFFERED:

All Your Dental Needs Wil
O Lasar Dentistry
Dentists: Dr. Clive R. Jagan, Dr. Shane A. Jagan, \ O Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Kyle V. Jagan, Dr. lan N. Jagan 0 Implantology (Implants)

1]
Wo at JOC have one objective in mind: Tomake sureyou get IR
the professional and personal attention you deserve, O Prosthodoatics (Dentures,
S0 be ready for a relaxed and pain free dental experience. Crown & Bridge, Veneers, etc.)

11 Lamaha and Light Stroets, 0 Fmﬂﬁ (Rady Denlﬁmﬁ'
Georgetown, Guyana O Peripdontics (Gum Surgeries, Desp

Tel: (592) 226-0400 caling, De-pigmentation, ele
L e-mail: infol@iagandentalcentre.com S o e E Y -
B ol b WO OSHERIcR bR Com O Oral Surgery (Extractions)




