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Guyana  Excellency President Dr Irfaan Ali hosted dinner for former US 

President Bill Clinton, the French Minister of the European Union and For-

eign Affairs, Stėphane Sėjournė and a delegation from the Dominican Re-

public at State House last evening.  

   According to the Guyanese Head of State, these visits are timely and tar-

get the country’s economic development and growth. 

   He said that former President Clinton has been a friend of Guyana, 

championing the rights of biodiversity and forest conservation in the face 

of climate change. 

    Mr Clinton, the 42nd President of the United States (1993-2001), is cur-

rently in Guyana as the special guest of the Dominican Republic's Cham-

ber of Commerce Caribbean Forum, which starts today. 

   Meanwhile, President Ali noted that the Dominican Republic's choice of 

hosting the forum here fortifies the strength of the relationship between the 

two countries and their private sectors. 

   Prime Minister Brigadier (Ret'd), the Honourable Mark Phillips; Vice 

President, the Honourable Dr Bharrat Jagdeo; other Government Minis-

ters; private sector leaders, US Ambassador HE Nicole Theriot, EU Am-

bassador HE Rene Van Nes and British High Commissioner HE Jane 

Miller were also at the dinner. 

President Clinton in Guyana
Hon. Dr. Frank Anthony, 

Guyana Minister of Health, 

during a recent visit to Bath 

Regional Hospital's con-

struction site and assessed 

the ongoing project 

progress. It was observed 

that the work on the build-

ing's roof is currently in 

progress and is expected to 

be finished by the end of 

April. The Hon. Minister is 

confident that the hospital 

will be completed on sched-

ule and to the highest stan-

dards.
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The Government of Guyana on 

Friday said it is “gravely concerned 

over the adoption of a law by the 

Venezuelan National Assembly declar-

ing the Essequibo region of Guyana, 

which constitutes more than two thirds 

of its national territory, to be a con-

stituent part of Venezuela.” 

On Thursday, lawmakers in 

Venezuela approved the creation of a 

new state in Guyana’s Essequibo Re-

gion, an area that has been the subject 

of an age-old controversy, despite an 

ongoing international court case and 

the Argyle Declaration signed on De-

cember 14. 

The move by the Venezuelan Na-

tional Assembly comes three months 

after Venezuelans voted in a referen-

dum to officially make the Essequibo 

region part of Venezuela. 

In a statement, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs said the move by the 

Venezuelan National Assembly is a 

“flagrant violation of Guyana’s sover-

eignty and territorial integrity and is in 

breach of the fundamental principles 

of international law enshrined in the 

United Nations Charter.” 

“It is also an egregious violation 

of the Order on provisional measures 

issued by the international Court of 

Justice on December 1, 2023 and it is 

a violation of the Argyle Declaration 

of December 14, 2023 agreed to by the 

leaders of CARICOM and Brazil, the 

representative of the United Nations 

Secretary General and by the Presi-

dents of Guyana and Venezuela.” 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

assured that Guyana remains commit-

ted to peace on its borders and in the 

region. 

“It will not allow its sovereignty 

and territorial territory to be usurped. 

Guyana will exert all of its efforts 

under international law to ensure that 

its sovereignty and territorial integrity 

remain intact,” the statement said. 

Further, Guyana called on the in-

ternational community to uphold the 

rule of law by rejecting “Venezuela’s 

illegal expansionism and by insisting 

that Venezuela revert to the Interna-

tional Court of Justice which has be-

fore it the case for a full and final 

resolution of the controversy over the 

land border between the two coun-

tries.” 

Venezuela has been increasing its 

military presence on its border with 

Guyana. 

Just last week, a row erupted be-

tween the two nations over sand and 

stones at Eteringbang, Cuyuni River, 

Region Seven. 

Fortunately, the argument be-

tween the Guyanese and Venezuelan 

soldiers ended in hand-shakes and 

smiles, the Guyana Defence Force 

(GDF) said on Friday. 

In a statement the GDF denied 

that its soldiers were forced to hand 

over any “items” to the Venezuelan 

army but said that there was an “en-

counter” in the river. 

“On Wednesday, 20 March 2024, 

at approximately 11:50 hours, during 

an administrative journey, ranks of the 

GDF and the Venezuelan Army had an 

encounter,” GDF said before adding 

“The incident attracted the interven-

tion of both the GDF and Venezuelan 

Commanders who arrived at the scene 

shortly thereafter.” 

The GDF noted that, “At no time 

during this interaction were our ranks 

dispossessed of items or returned 

items”. 

“The matter was addressed ami-

cably and ended with a shake-of-hands 

by both Commanders,” the GDF said. 

Notwithstanding, published re-

ports claimined that two Guyanese sol-

diers were held by the Venezuelan 

army for an hour before being re-

leased.  

It was reported that at the time of 

their detention the soldiers were 

dressed as civilians. 

Guyana gravely concerned over 
new law declaring Essequibo  

region part of Venezuela

Reunion Gold says it can now proceed with accessing permits for the Oko West project in Guyana
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Negotiation talks between 

Guyana and the Dominican Republic 

for the setting up of a Petrochemical 

Plant here are still on the table, as the 

nations look at every aspect of the 

project to be able to fine-tune things 

before giving it the green light. 

Ambassador of the Dominican 

Republic to Guyana Ernesto Torres-

Pereyra told the media on Saturday, 

that the talks are ongoing and due to 

the size and nature of the project it will 

take some time to come to a point 

where the go ahead is given. He was 

speaking at a press conference to ad-

dress former US President Bill Clin-

ton’s visit to Guyana. 

The ambassador said that, “Of 

course I would like to see an even 

more dynamic exercise but building 

the partnerships that also takes time. 

With regards to the petrochemicals the 

conversations are ongoing, but the 

agreements were signed in August and 

this types of projects, they are not only 

massive in terms of the amount of in-

vestment that they (require) but also in 

terms of planning.” 

He explained that the project goes 

beyond architecture and engineering 

and that there is also an environmental 

aspect which will address the impacts 

it will have. The Governments of 

Guyana and The Dominican Republic 

in August 2023 signed six Memoranda 

of Understanding (MoUs) which con-

cerned oil exploration, agriculture, 

tourism, bilateral investments, as well 

as the establishment of an oil refinery 

and petrochemicals plant, following 

President Irfaan Ali’s visit to the 

Spanish-speaking country. 

In one MoU, the two nations 

have agreed to seek investors from 

both countries to collaborate on the 

establishment of a 50,000 bpd refin-

ery in Guyana. Dominican partners 

will have a majority 51 percent stake, 

while the Guyanese government indi-

cated it would not participate as a 

shareholder. Another MoU focuses on 

the potential for setting up a petro-

chemical plant, seeing it as an avenue 

for economic growth, job creation, and 

fortifying the industrial infrastructure 

for both nations and the region. Recog-

nizing the importance of the petro-

chemical industry in transforming 

crude oil and natural gas into vital 

products like urea, asphalt, and fertiliz-

ers as well as the potential to satisfy 

the current demand for these products 

regionally, both have committed to 

identifying qualified companies capa-

ble of constructing this plant, with the 

Dominican government holding at 

least 51% of the shares.

In its recently published 2023 An-

nual Report, China’s CNOOC outlined 

Guyana’s pivotal role as a significant 

source of reserves and production 

growth for the company. 

Situated in the northeastern off-

shore region of Guyana, the Stabroek 

Block boasts water depths ranging from 

1,600 to 2,000 meters. CNOOC holds a 

25% equity interest in this asset, along-

side ExxonMobil Guyana, the operator 

with a 45% interest, and Hess Guyana 

Exploration Ltd. with 30%. 

Stabroek Block is one of the largest 

exploration discoveries globally in re-

cent years. Last week, the company an-

nounced it recorded US$17.2 billion 

(124 billion Yuan) in net income 2023, 

a dip in profits compared to 142 billion 

Yuan in 2022 – with earnings included 

from profits made from Guyana’s 

Stabroek Block. 

The Stabroek Block witnessed a re-

markable discovery in 2023 with the un-

veiling of the Lancetfish field, located in 

ultra-deepwater and deep-sea layers. 

Lancetfish field is one of the eight dis-

coveries made by Exxon in the Stabroek 

Block, since 2022, and according to 

CNOOC holds an estimated reserve of 

746 million barrels of oil. 

According to disclosures by the op-

erator, the block has accumulated over 

30 new discoveries, with a total esti-

mated recoverable resource volume of 

approximately 11 billion barrels of oil 

equivalent. 

It was stated that the Liza Phase 

One and Phase Two oil fields in the 

block are already in production. By the 

end of 2023, these projects were produc-

ing steadily above their design peak 

daily output, with a net daily production 

of approximately 81,000 barrels of oil 

equivalent. Additionally, the Payara 

project in the block commenced produc-

tion in 2023. 

ExxonMobil Guyana announced 

the discovery of oil in 2015 and swiftly 

moved to commence production activi-

ties by December 2019.  Production 

from the Stabroek Block developments 

sits above 600,000 barrels per day (bpd) 

– with Exxon having the Liza 1, Liza 2 

and the Payara projects online. The oil 

companies have embarked on an aggres-

sive drilling campaign in the Stabroek 

Block targeting three other develop-

ments: Yellowtail, Uaru and Whiptail 

projects. It should be noted that Yellow-

tail and Uaru have already been ap-

proved, while Whiptail is under review 

awaiting government approval any day 

now. 

On Thursday, CNOOC disclosed 

that the Bohai oilfields offshore China 

remained the largest crude oil produc-

tion base in China, while Guyana and 

Brazil continued to serve as the main 

drivers of the company’s overseas pro-

duction growth. 

In a recent development, Exxon-

Mobil and its block partner CNOOC 

have both moved to arbitration to assert 

their rights over Guyana’s golden oil 

field, the Stabroek Block. This is as a re-

sult of Chevron’s US$53 billion 

takeover of Hess. Buying over Hess 

Corporation would give Chevron access 

to Hess’ most valuable asset in Guyana.  

The case was filed at the International 

Chamber of Commerce in Paris, arguing 

that Exxon and CNOOC have a right of 

first refusal over Hess’ stake.
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On TikTok: Raul’s Jewellery (Number 

1 for Guyana Jewellery on TikTok  

Mocha, East Bank Demerara 

Phone number/WhatsApp:  

+592-644-0543

China’s CNOOC says Guyana main 
driver of overseas oil production

China and Guyana have a mutually beneficial relationship

Petrochemical plant still on the table
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Venezuela up to its tricks again
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It is clear, by its actions, that 
Venezuela is not about to let go of its 
claim to Guyana’s Essequibo Region. 

Despite ongoing proceedings be-
fore the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ), Venezuela has attempted to assert 
itself to lay claim to Guyana’s territory, 
citing a December referendum as “justi-
fication.” 

It did so in the last week by passing 
a law to create a new state, called 
“Guayana Esequiba”. The law establish-
ing the new state delineates its borders, 
encompassing Guyana’s territory.  

Venezuela last year had increased 
claims to two-thirds of Guyana’s Esse-
quibo region and put the matter to a ref-
erendum. In spite of a minimal turn-out 
of voters, the end result is that the 
Venezuelan government of Nicolas 
Maduro claim it was given the authority 
by the Venezuelan people to proceed 
with its claim. 

The matter is still before the ICJ, 
which ruled last December that 
Venezuela cannot proceed with its claim 
on Essequibo until the matter goes 
through the full court hearing. 

The historical context of the contro-
versy traces it back to the Arbitral Award 
of 1899, which definitively settled the 

boundary between Venezuela and 
Guyana. 

Back then, Venezuela agreed to ac-
cept the new boundary and adhered to 
the award for six decades until the early 
1960s when Guyana was on the brink of 
independence. 

In 1966, Venezuela raised the mat-
ter again, but ultimately agreed to re-
solve the issue through diplomatic 
channels as per an agreement made in 
Geneva. 

The matter has largely been left 
alone since then until around 2018, after 
it became apparent that Essequibo con-
tained one of the world’s largest reser-
voirs of oil -- discovered only through 
exploration by Guyana and its interna-
tional partners. 

With the spectre of untold oil riches 
at hand, Venezuela once again raised the 
issue of the border, this time moving far 
more boldly than it had previously. This 
led to the latest salvo fired by the Boli-
varian state last week, when it passed the 
law creating the new state. 

These antics could have been 
treated as such were it not for the serious 
military threats Venezuela poses to 
Guyana. Maduro’s army is the largest in 
the Caribbean and South American re-

gion,while Guyana doesn’t really have 
one of note. 

This is why Guyana’s Attorney 
General Anil Nandlall on Tuesday un-
derscored the importance of diplomatic 
dialogue and adherence to international 
law in resolving the controversy, refer-
encing the Accord signed by the Presi-
dents of Venezuela and Guyana in 
December, 2023, brokered by CARI-
COM and CELAC, which aimed to de-
escalate the conflict. 

“During all of this, Guyana has em-
phatically maintained that the matter 
must be resolved by the ICJ. Further, 
Guyana has always maintained that 
diplomacy and dialogue must prevail 
over threats and confrontation,” he said. 

Nandlall urged stakeholders to uti-
lize their platforms to condemn 
Venezuela’s actions, demand compliance 
with international law and advocate for 
peaceful resolution through diplomacy. 

“This is not a favour to Guyana, but 
it is discharging a duty we owe to our-
selves and indeed the world, if we are to 
be true to the founding principles of this 
organization,” he said. 

The USA is taking notice, and has 
reaffirmed its unwavering support for 
Guyana in this matter, which comes as 

no surprise since the major players in 
Guyana’s oil industry are American. 

The US has also linked the latest 
development by Venezuela in creating 
the new state as posturing by Maduro in 
the run-up to Veneuzelan elections due 
on July 28. 

“What we see President Maduro 
doing, with elections that are now sched-
uled for July 28, [he is] trying to create 
a state of emergency and possibly being 
able to stay in power and continuing on 
with that humanitarian crisis [which] has 
been happening in Venezuela,” US 
Southcom Commander General Laura 
Richardson said. 

Clearly, this is a mess that is not 
going away any time soon, especially 
since Maduro has already indicated his 
country is not bound by any ruling made 
by the ICJ. 

Once oil riches are at play, the 
stakes will remain high. 

We call on our readers to call on 
their Canadian and American represen-
tatives to pressure Maduro to back off 
and respect both the 1899 Award, and 
the 1966 Geneva decision on the matter. 

International pressure might be the 
only answer to this one.

Dear Editor, 
More than a hundred years after the 

Polish-British author Joseph Conrad 
wrote “Heart of Darkness,” a haunting 
description of the genocidal horror of 
colonialism and imperialism in Africa, 
the world continues to witness a similar 
erasure of the thin line that divides hu-
manity from savagery. 

Civilisation, Conrad noted, is a 
fragile veneer that masks a propensity 
for violence that percolates in the human 
psyche. And when that veneer is ripped 
off in countries like Sudan, Haiti, 
Ukraine and in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, we are most certainly going 
to catch a glimpse of what Conrad de-
scribed in “Heart of Darkness.” 

Make no doubt, what we are seeing 
on our television screens is a sanitized 
version of terror compounded by human 
misery. The staggering statistics tell only 
a small part of the cruelty that is now 
leading to an unprecedented humanitar-
ian crisis. 

Over 31,000 Palestinians have 
been murdered in five months and 
somehow, in some sick twisted way, 
they might be the lucky ones. Thousands 

of children have been left orphaned, on 
the brink of starvation, shivering in 
Gaza’s winter, with no shelter and no 
parents or grandparents to comfort them. 

A three-story whitewashed apart-
ment complex built to host visitors at the 
2022 FIFA World Cup in Doha, Qatar is 
now home to 1,500 children who have 
had one or more of their limbs ampu-
tated due to Israel’s massive bombing 
campaign in Gaza. Countless more chil-
dren are trapped in Gaza and the West 
Bank without medical assistance. The 
long-term health and mental impact will 
sting them for the rest of their short 
lives. 

The United Nations says 1.9 mil-
lion Palestinians, more than double the 
entire population of Guyana, have been 
uprooted and are internally displaced in 
Gaza. Many have been forced to flee 
from one area to another repeatedly over 
the last five months. A million are now 
jammed into Rafah, a tiny sliver of land 
on the border with Egypt, and Israel’s 
deadly firepower threatens to rain even 
more hell down on them. 

Finding something, anything, to eat 
is an ordeal of immense magnitude. 

Famine looms large and international re-
lief agencies are in a panic. In the first 
17 days of this month an average of 159 
aid trucks per day crossed into Gaza, 
well below the target of 500. 

If Palestinians don’t die from star-
vation, observers say, they will most cer-
tainly die from one of many diseases 
oozing out from the rubble. The World 
Bank estimates that 45% of all residen-
tial buildings in Gaza have been leveled 
by Israeli bombs since October 2023. 
Nutrition screenings conducted by 
UNICEF show that rates of acute mal-
nutrition among children in northern 
Gaza and Rafah have nearly doubled in 
just over a month. 

With more than 155 thousand vul-
nerable and at-risk pregnant and breast-
feeding women in Gaza, add another 73 
thousand in the West Bank, and factor in 
690 thousand menstruating women and 
girls in Gaza with no access to clean 
water and hygiene supplies, you begin 
to see why the international community 
believes this is a watershed moment. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) who has seen their staff tar-

geted and killed by Israel’s occupation 
forces – 168 and counting – says only 8 
of its 24 health-care facilities are cur-
rently operational. Access to clean water 
could alleviate the rising malnutrition 
rates and fend off starvation, but 
UNRWA says it is only able to salvage 
water from seven pre-existing wells. 

As this humanitarian crisis deepens 
with each passing day, grassroot organ-
isations in every country of the world 
continue to raise their voices in protest 
to demand a permanent ceasefire and the 
immediate recognition of an independ-
ent Palestinian state. These organisa-
tions, once disconnected, are now 
rapidly coalescing into a global mass 
movement. 

And here at home, “Guyana for 
Palestine,” an independent grassroots 
organisation made up of a diverse group 
of students and young professionals, has 
raised more than GY$7M in just a few 
days in aid for Gaza. The organisation 
says it plans on raising more funds in the 
coming days and weeks. 

 
Regards, 
Nazim Baksh

The humanitarian crisis in Gaza



By Jenna Smith 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Elon Musk's platform, formerly 

known as Twitter and now referred to as 

X, has announced its intention to cover 

the legal expenses of a Canadian doctor 

who faced scrutiny from regulators due 

to her COVID-19-related tweets. 

In a statement on the X News ac-

count, the company expressed its sup-

port for Dr. Kulvinder Kaur Gill, 

characterizing the regulatory actions 

against her as attempts to suppress her 

speech. Dr. Gill had been cautioned by 

the College of Physicians and Surgeons 

of Ontario in 2021 for tweets, including 

one questioning the necessity of 

COVID-19 vaccination. 

Facing significant legal costs, Dr. 

Gill initiated a crowdfunding campaign, 

seeking $300,000 to cover expenses re-

lated to legal battles, including a lawsuit 

she filed against what she described as 

an online smear campaign. After reach-

ing out to Elon Musk for assistance, Dr. 

Gill announced via a video post on X 

that Musk had pledged to cover the re-

mainder of her crowdfunding campaign 

and support her in appealing the regula-

tory cautions. 

Public records indicate Dr. Gill's 

previous legal actions, including a dis-

missed lawsuit against multiple defen-

dants, which resulted in significant costs 

awarded to the defendants. 

Elon Musk's offer to fund legal ex-

penses for individuals facing unfair 

treatment due to their activities on the 

platform was reiterated in August. How-

ever, bioethicist Kerry Bowman noted 

that while Musk appears selective in his 

defense of freedom of speech, Dr. Gill's 

case also raises concerns about her re-

sponsibilities as a physician and the po-

tential social harm caused by her 

statements regarding COVID-19 vacci-

nation. 

Musk's acquisition of Twitter and 

subsequent rebranding to X has led to 

substantial changes, including the re-

moval of the verification system and a 

reduction in the workforce. Concerns 

have been raised by experts regarding 

the proliferation of misinformation on 

the platform, particularly regarding sen-

sitive topics like the Israel-Hamas con-

flict.
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Brampton doctor grateful after Elon 
Musk pays expenses for Covid X post

Dr Kulviner Gill: grateful to Elon Musk
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At the 140th session of the United 

Nations Human Rights Committee 

(UNHRC), a number of questions were 

raised by the UNHRC in relation to 

Guyana’s anti-corruption framework, 

that stimulated orgasmic excitement in 

certain quarters in Guyana; mainly, the 

APNU+AFC and their allies.  

Since his return to politics in 

2015, the Vice President, Dr. Bharrat 

Jagdeo has been the subject of constant 

attacks by his opponents (the 

APNU+AFC) and others alike. Espe-

cially since under his stewardship as 

Leader of the Opposition, he managed 

to successfully unseat the APNU+AFC 

from the office of government. Now 

that he is back into government serving 

as a key technical, strategic, and politi-

cal support to His Excellency, Dr. Mo-

hamed Irfaan Ali; his opponents have 

intensified their attacks aimed at deni-

grating him and to diminish his influ-

ence. But none of these efforts on the 

part of his opponents shall succeed, 

owing to the fact that their attempts at 

so doing have no credible basis to stand 

on, hence their failure.    

For the younger generation’s ben-

efit who are now following politics and 

more broadly current affairs, it is not 

today that the Vice President has been 

accused of being involved in corrup-

tion. He’s been constantly accused of 

same as a former President of the Co-

operative Republic.  

The more recent incident that 

seems to trigger orgasmic excitement 

for the APNU+AFC and their associ-

ates, was the VICE interview. But the 

fact is that the VICE interview, while 

indeed was a set-up as it turned out to 

be, the recording vindicated the Vice 

President. And one can delve deeper 

into who was behind the VICE inter-

view. By this time, it is not that diffi-

cult to ascertain. As a gentle reminder, 

in 2020 the APNU+AFC, having rec-

ognized that they had lost the elections 

of March 2020, and that they were 

caught transparently trying to alter the 

results of the election in their favor, the 

party had recruited a U.S firm to lobby 

the U.S Government, with the view of 

managing the APNU+AFC’s credibility 

(which they don’t have). The question 

one should therefore ask is whether it 

was the said lobby firm that was/is 

proving international political advisory 

services to the APNU+AFC and 

whether VICE was orchestrated by that 

firm, to create a certain narrative to sell 

to the U.S Government in favour of the 

APNU+AFC.  

Interestingly, the media forgot 

about that lobby firm, and no one from 

the media has ever enquired about that 

firm since 2020, and whether it is still 

on a retainer [presently] and who is fi-

nancing the lobby firm.  

Notwithstanding, more impor-

tantly to note is that all of the specific 

allegations of corruption leveled 

against the Vice President, were dis-

proven. For example, the facts sur-

rounding the Skeldon modernization 

project and the root cause (s) for its 

failure proved that it was Booker Tate 

that ought to have been fully responsi-

ble. Having so established, the PPP/C 

Government had moved to the Court 

with the aim of seeking compensation 

for damages. However, in 2015, the 

APNU+AFC formed the Government 

and shortly thereafter, withdrew the ap-

peal filed by the previous PPP/C Gov-

ernment against Booker Tates for 

damages, which was in the region of 

G$4.5 billion (with a present value 

(PV) of $7.7 billion). The question is 

why did the APNU+AFC Government 

withdrew the appeal against Booker 

Tate for their mismanagement of Skel-

don? 

Other projects include the Berbice 

Bridge and the Marriot hotel, all of 

which were remarkably successful and 

publicly transparent in terms of their fi-

nancials. Moreover, when the 

APNU+AFC assumed office in 2015, 

two known accountants were selected, 

as opposed to following the correct 

procurement procedure in accordance 

with the Procurement Act, to perform 

forensic audits of government agencies, 

such as the Berbice Bridge, GPL, Guy-

oil, etc. Yet not a single piece of evi-

dence was uncovered to implicate the 

Vice President or anyone else in the 

PPP/C Government.  

Of interest to note, when those 

two accountants were selected, the pro-

curement law and regulation were 

breached to facilitate millions of dol-

lars in contracts to the two aforenamed 

individuals who were/are staunch anti-

government critics at that time and 

presently. For ease of reference, this 

author had dealt with the procurement 

breach by the former APNU+AFC 

Government in order to ensure that 

their anti-PPP/C spokespersons re-

ceived the contracts for the forensic au-

dits. (See link here 

https://www.guyanastandard.com/2023/

10/19/bhagwandin-raises-questions-

about-quality-of-forensic-audits-by-

goolsaran-and-ram-in-2015/).  

Finally, worth mentioning is that 

the anti-corruption framework consis-

tent with the United Nations conven-

tion, the strengthening of same―that 

is, began under the Vice President, 

when was the [former] President of the 

Cooperative Republic. For example, as 

former President, he enacted the In-

tegrity Commission Act, amendments 

to the Procurement Act, amendments to 

the Anti-Money Laundering and Coun-

tering the Financing of Terrorism Act, 

the Fiscal Management and Accounta-

bility Act, the Audit Act, and the 

amendment to the Constitution to pro-

vide for the establishment of the Public 

Procurement Commission, just to name 

a few.  

Orgasmic Excitement and the Con-
struction of a Political Narrative

Joel Bhagwandin
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By Aziz Abdool 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Canada undertook a significant 

diplomatic mission this week in antici-

pation of a U.S. presidential election 

with potentially far-reaching conse-

quences. More than a dozen Canadian 

diplomats stationed across various U.S. 

cities converged on Washington to en-

gage with numerous American lawmak-

ers on Capitol Hill. 

The specter of Donald Trump's 

possible return to the White House 

loomed large over their discussions, par-

ticularly concerning one specific policy 

that has garnered attention this year. The 

former president has hinted at imple-

menting a global tariff on imported 

goods should he secure victory, signal-

ing a departure from his previous trade 

strategies. 

Details surrounding Trump's pro-

posed policy remain scant, with men-

tions of a potential 10 percent global 

tax, leaving both Canadian officials and 

Trump's allies uncertain about its impli-

cations. While Trump has not specified 

which countries or products would be 

affected, Canadian authorities are stead-

fast in their stance that any punitive 

measures should not apply to a country 

that recently inked a praised free-trade 

agreement with him. 

Kirsten Hillman, Canada's ambas-

sador, emphasized this point, highlight-

ing the recently concluded deal that sig-

nificantly reduces tariffs, echoing 

sentiments of other Canadian officials. 

However, amidst the uncertainty, Cana-

dian diplomats remain vigilant, recog-

nizing the possibility of Trump's return 

to office based on current polls. 

Opinions among American law-

makers regarding the potential tariffs 

vary. Some, like Michigan Republican 

congressman Bill Huizenga, express 

skepticism, citing the trade agreement 

negotiated under Trump's leadership. 

Others, such as North Dakota Sen. 

Kevin Cramer, advocate for a broader 

North American strategy rather than a 

unilateral approach. 

Experts weigh in on the legal and 

practical implications of Trump's pro-

posed tariffs, with divergent opinions on 

their potential effects. Charles Benoit, a 

trade lawyer, suggests Trump may in-

voke existing legislation to impose tar-

iffs, anticipating legal challenges and 

international backlash. 

Gary Hufbauer, a seasoned trade-

policy expert, predicts that while 

Canada may secure exemptions, Trump 

could leverage the threat of tariffs as a 

bargaining tool in future negotiations. 

He anticipates contentious discussions 

centered on issues such as dairy and au-

tomotive trade. 

Trump's former trade minister, 

Robert Lighthizer, continues to influ-

ence policy discussions, advocating for 

a departure from traditional trade norms 

and emphasizing the need to address 

perceived economic vulnerabilities. His 

viewpoints resonate with Trump's 

broader narrative on trade, which has 

shifted the political consensus in the 

United States. 

As the election approaches, the po-

tential ramifications of Trump's trade 

policies remain a focal point for both 

Canadian and American stakeholders, 

underscoring the complexities of inter-

national trade relations in an era of un-

certainty.
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Canada takes step to prepare for  
potential Donald Trump return 

Donald Trump and Justin Trudeau
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OVER the years, Guyana and 

India have cultivated strategic ties both 

bilaterally and within the multilateral 

framework across various areas. 

With both countries’ economies 

growing exponentially, there is ample 

opportunity for them to collaborate in 

emerging and established areas, 

thereby fostering socioeconomic trans-

formation. 

This was underscored by Foreign 

Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and International Co-operation, 

Robert Persaud during a panel discus-

sion at the India-Guyana Business 

Forum at Marriott Hotel, Kingston, 

Georgetown, Thursday evening. 

He elaborated that there was a 

time when India and Guyana were 

often overlooked. However, this per-

ception, the foreign secretary said, has 

evolved significantly. 

Presently, both nations are re-

garded with seriousness and are ac-

tively engaged in substantive dialogues 

encompassing energy, climate, environ-

ment, food security, and geopolitical 

dynamics. 

“The growth of our economy of-

fers us that grand occasion for us to 

move forward in taking the relationship 

between Guyana and India to another 

level. This has to be led by the private 

sector,” he highlighted. 

The foreign secretary stressed the 

crucial role of the private sector in seiz-

ing and maximising these opportuni-

ties. Persaud noted that while 

governments can facilitate discussions 

and highlight opportunities, it is ulti-

mately up to private enterprises to push 

the effort. 

India’s contributions to Guyana’s 

oil sector have been notable, and mak-

ing waves on the international stage. 

Transactions between the two na-

tions have already commenced, with 

India initially purchasing crude oil 

from Guyana for refining purposes, 

Persaud stated. 

He highlighted an expanding part-

nership opportunity in the petrochemi-

cal sector, as Guyana progresses 

towards cheap energy solutions while 

tapping into its gas resources. 

Meanwhile, India’s High Commis-

sioner to Guyana, Dr Amit Telang, em-

phasised that both nations are actively 

working to translate the ideas and proj-

ects discussed during the visits by Pres-

ident Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali and 

Vice-President Dr Bharrat Jagdeo to 

India into tangible outcomes. 

Additionally, the Chairman of Ac-

tionINVEST Caribbean Inc, Dr Vishnu 

Doerga, said another crucial area of 

collaboration between the two coun-

tries is agriculture, which seeks to ad-

vance food security. 

India’s expertise in climate-smart 

technology can be incorporated into 

Guyana’s agriculture and food systems. 

Guyana is already strategically located 

globally, boasting favourable climate 

conditions, fertile soils, and a wealth of 

expertise in agriculture. 

India is globally recognised for its 

thriving service sector, including fi-

nance, information technology, and 

communication. 

India has financed significant 

projects in Guyana, including the Solar 

Home Electrification System and the 

MV MA Lisha. Other specialists in the 

panel discussion were Treasurer of the 

Private Sector Commission and Vice 

President of Region Three’s Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry, Haimwant 

Persaud; Chief Education Officer of the 

Women and Gender Equality Commis-

sion, Renata Chuck-A-Sang, and 
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Guyana, India can deepen collab-
oration on existing, new ventures 

India’s High Commissioner to Guyana, Dr. Amit Telang
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Guyana wants to lead the world in 
energy, climate security

PRIME Minister, Brigadier (re-

tired) Mark Phillips, has boldly declared 

that Guyana wants to lead the world in 

energy and climate security. 

As he addressed the Guyana En-

ergy Agency’s (GEA) maiden EV [Elec-

tric Vehicle] Show and Tell exhibition on 

Saturday at Amazonia Mall, Providence, 

East Bank Demerara (EBD) he empha-

sised the importance of environmental 

stewardship and sustainable develop-

ment in the face of global issues. He as-

serted that although fossil fuels will be 

available for another 30 years or so, 

Guyana needs to keep up with the global 

shift towards a greater usage of renew-

able energy sources. 

Guyana now has 200 electric vehi-

cles (EVs) with six charging stations, 

and the Prime Minister anticipates that 

number would rise to over 1,000 by 

2025. 

Furthermore, there are currently 50 

persons trained to service these vehicles. 

In an attempt to support national 

green energy initiatives, the Government 

of Guyana has made all imports of elec-

tric vehicles tax-free and duty free. 

There is also a 50 per cent annual write-

down allowance for businesses investing 

in environmentally friendly vehicles. 

These measures are consistent with 

the government’s pledge to advance 

growth along a low-carbon route, the 

Prime Minister noted. 

“Government is here to continue 

facilitating the move towards greater use 

of renewable energy with the use of 

electric vehicles in Guyana. It is my 

hope that by the end of 2025, we will 

pass 1,000 vehicles and I would like to 

contribute by purchasing an electric ve-

hicle,” said Phillips, who has oversight 

over the country’s energy sector. 

The increased use of electric vehi-

cles will, in the opinion of Phillips, also 

help Guyana to gain more recognition as 

a global leader in climate and energy se-

curity. 

“We want to be seen as the leader 

in energy security. And embracing re-

newable energy will not only see us as a 

leader in energy security, but [we] will 

also be seen as a leader in climate secu-

rity…” 

PM Phillips used the fact that there 

are more than 5,000 electric automobiles 

in the Dominican Republic to support 

his argument that these vehicles are get-

ting more and more popular. 

He added that Uganda has a com-

parable situation with regard to the 

adoption of electric vehicles for both pri-

vate and public transportation.

Prime Minister, Brigadier (retired) Mark Phillips inspecting an electric vehicle
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WITH President Dr Irfaan Ali 

preparing Guyana to embrace a massive 

economic transformation, Dominican 

Republic (DR) Ambassador to Guyana, 

Ernesto Torres-Pereyra, has said that the 

country has the possibility to serve as a 

model for the entire world. 

He made those remarks during an 

interview at the DR Embassy, located at 

Pegasus Hotel, Seawall Road, 

Kingston, on Saturday. 

Noting that Guyana has all the 

conditions to become a global leader, 

Torres-Pereyra said: “You have the pos-

sibility here in Guyana of serving as a 

paradigm for the entire world.” 

He also pointed out that in terms 

of building a society with sound values, 

institutions, respect for the environment 

and the promotion of transparency, 

Guyana is already checking the boxes 

in these areas. 

The Ambassador then went on to 

say: “…As I mentioned before, that 

type of leadership that you have now 

serves as inspiration. President Ali has 

been preparing this country to embrace 

this economic transition while setting 

the foundations to face the imminent 

challenges that come together with this 

process.” 

Torres-Pereyra elaborated on how 

Guyana and the DR relations have 

deepened, highlighting important land-

marks that have been attained so far. 

Putting things into perspective, he 

referenced how Sky High Dominicana 

is playing a key role in bridging the gap 

and aiding in building a direct connec-

tion between the two nations. 

He said that this airline will not 

only facilitate the exchange of people 

but also provide business opportunities. 

Just a few days ago, Sky High Do-

minicana Airlines officially opened its 

new office in Georgetown at Lot 58 

David Street, Kitty, Georgetown, just 

weeks after its inaugural flight at the 

Cheddi Jagan International Airport 

(CJIA). 

Continuing to list the ways in 

which the relationship between the two 

nations has become stronger, the Am-

bassador said that trade balance has in-

creased significantly since the Embassy 

opened its doors. 

Torres-Pereyra further told re-

porters: “Our trade balance has in-

creased significantly after the opening 

of the embassy. People are getting to 

know more about what you offer here 

in Guyana and what the Dominican Re-

public has to offer as a solid partner to 

supply some of the growing needs dur-

ing this incredible massive process of 

transformation of the country.” 

He added: “…There’s basically no 

limit to what we can do together.” 

Shifting his attention to the six 

memoranda of understanding (MoU) 

signed last year between the two na-

tions, the Ambassador said that many of 

them have undergone advances. 

“And in both of our countries be-

cause of the type of leadership that we 

have, the advances have been unbeliev-

able,” he said, noting that both Presi-

dent Ali and the DR’s President, Luis 

Abinader have done “unbelievable 

things in a very short period of time.” 

However, he emphasised that pa-

tience is key, as Caribbean people often 

adopt the mentality of wanting to see 

immediate results regardless of the 

magnitude of the project. 

For context, at the DR’s National 

Palace, in August of last year, the agree-

ments for the oil and gas industry, the 

establishment of an oil refinery, a petro-

chemical plant, and a study for partici-

pation in Guyana’s Oil Exploration 

Block were signed by the countries’ re-

spective representatives. 

Agreements were also signed to 

enhance the two nations’ agriculture, 

tourism and trade industries. 

“The agreements were signed in 

August and these type of projects, they 

not only [are] massive in terms of the 

amount of investment that they [re-

quire], but also in terms of planning, 

you need planning that goes beyond ar-

chitecture, engineering, you have to go 

through environmental impact and also 

everybody who invest has an expecta-

tion. So the negotiation process is on-

going. The discussions are ongoing,” he 

said. 

The Ambassador added: “Your 

government has been very diligent and 

both private sectors…Guyanese and 

Dominican have been very diligent… 

It’s just that because of the magnitude 

of the projects, it will take time to reach 

an agreement to say ‘okay, let’s go.’” 

He also said that both of the na-

tions’ private sectors are actively col-

laborating.
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‘Guyana has possibility to become 
model for the world’: DR Envoy

President Dr Irfaan Ali (second, left) with Dominican Republic Ambassador to Guyana, Ernesto Torres-Pereyra 

(third, left); and Foreign Affairs Minister Hugh Todd (extreme left)



PREPARATIONS are underway 

for Guyana to host this year’s 

Caribbean Investment Forum which is 

expected to be held from July 10 to 

July 12 at the Arthur Chung Confer-

ence Centre. 

According to the official website, 

this year’s forum is set to focus on 

sustainable agriculture, green econ-

omy transition and the digitalisation of 

business. As such the forum has put 

out an official call for large projects 

with national or regional impact that 

requires large capital investments in 

these areas. 

The forum is said to be one of the 

largest gatherings of business people 

in the Caribbean region and is focused 

on promoting investments across the 

region in various sectors. 

Recently, several members of the 

Caribbean Export Development 

Agency which spearheads the forum, 

visited Guyana and met with govern-

ment officials and members of the pri-

vate sector. 

In February, the Executive Direc-

tor, Deodat Maharaj met with Presi-

dent Dr Irfaan Ali who confirmed the 

government’s partnership in hosting 

the premier regional forum which 

brings investors and businesses to-

gether to broker deals to foster re-

gional transformation. 

Further to this, Maharaj after that 

high-level meeting, indicated that the 

agency is excited to showcase sustain-

able agriculture investment opportuni-

ties and innovation in the heart of the 

Caribbean’s breadbasket. 

During that time, they also met 

with Guyana’s Chief Investment Offi-

cer, Dr Peter Ramsaroop who also ex-

pressed support for the advancement 

of the initiative in the region. 

Late last week, senior officials 

from CEDA also met with executives 

of the Georgetown Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry (GCCI) and dis-

cussed participation and collaboration. 

According to the GCCI, during 

this engagement Manager for Compet-

itiveness and Export Promotion at 

CEDA, Dr Damie Sinanan indicated 

that as the chamber represents the 

largest cross-section of private sector 

businesses in the country, it will be a 

pivotal stakeholder in the event. 

Thus far, pre-registrations have 

opened through the Caribbean Invest-

ment Forum’s official website. As part 

of activities for the forum, there are 

expected to be presentations on invest-

ment projects to investors from around 

the globe and panel discussions along 

with investment villages. 

Following the conclusion of the 
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President Dr Irfaan Ali (left) and Executive Director of CEDA, Deodat Maharaj

Caribbean Investment Forum set for 
July in Georgetown

Continuing to help 
families through 
challenging times

We’re here to help.

Completing your final plans is important for your family’s 

emotional and financial well-being. Especially now. 

For more information, our dedicated professionals are 

available for consultation by phone, online, or in person  

with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans  

easy and affordable.

Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough 

or call 647-503-1068. 

Arbor Memorial Inc.

Highland  

Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial

3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
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THE governments of Guyana and 

Suriname will soon engage in further 

discussions regarding the financing, 

technical aspects and operational modal-

ities of the bridge that will be built 

across the Corentyne River to link the 

two countries. 

According to a joint statement from 

Guyana’s Head of State, Dr. Irfaan Ali 

and his Surinamese counterpart Chan-

drikapersad Santokhi, the two met on 

Saturday at Soesdyke and reaffirmed the 

importance of a fixed connection be-

tween the two nations to create greater 

South American connectivity. 

This, the statement explained, is 

part of the overall objective of regional 

integration and trilateral co-operation 

between Suriname, Guyana and Brazil. 

“Following this process of internal 

and bilateral consultations between 

Guyana and Suriname and the recom-

mendations received, careful considera-

tion was given to the proposed way 

forward, taking into account political, 

domestic and international elements as 

well,” the joint statement read. 

Their respective Ministers of For-

eign Affairs, Finance and Public Works, 

who over the past months have been en-

gaged in intensive consultations regard-

ing the technical and financial aspects of 

the project, accompanied both Head of 

States. 

During discussions, President Ali 

and Santokhi acknowledged the impor-

tance of the historical and friendly rela-

tions between the peoples and 

governments of both countries. 

It was further recognised that at the 

current time, both countries stand on the 

verge of becoming major players in 

terms of energy and food security in this 

region. 

“The building of the fixed connec-

tion between the two neighboring na-

tions will undoubtedly enhance the flow 

of people, strengthen agricultural co-op-

eration, facilitate trade and investment 

and promote tourism, thereby adding in 

a diversified way to the economic 

growth that is expected to provide sus-

tainable prosperity to both the Suri-

namese and Guyanese populations,” the 

statement said. 

It added that the respective teams 

where instructed to enter the next stage 

of the project by engaging in discussions 

in relation to terms of pricing, technical 

aspects, financing and operational 

modalities with the shared objective of 

optimising on affordability and conces-

sionality. 

It was outlined that experts of both 

countries will jointly work towards a po-

litical and legal framework, starting with 

the supervisory tendering process, and 

the drafting of an agreement regarding 

the ultimate board that will jointly man-

age the bridge. 

Further, clear timelines for the fi-

nalisation of these recommendations 

have been set. The ministerial teams of 

three on each side will continue their 

work to lead these negotiations and data 

gathering, as well as monitor the 

progress and report regularly to the 

Heads of State of both countries. 

Meanwhile the Heads of State have 

agreed to convene the Strategic Dia-

logue and Co-operation Platform 

(SDCP) in early May 2024 to broaden 

the consultations to include other pend-

ing relevant areas of strategic impor-

tance on the agenda between the two 

countries.

Guyana, Suriname to further discuss 
Corentyne River Bridge

Officials dicsuss the buliding of the Corentyne River Bridge



RESIDENTS of Karawab and St. 

Monica in the Upper Pomeroon River, 

Region Two, were on Saturday engaged 

by Ministry of Labour officials on the 

issue of child labour and the detrimental 

emotional and physical effects it can 

have on children. 

The Labour Ministry in continuing 

its outreach efforts in the region, con-

ducted an awareness session at Karawab 

Primary School and St. Monica. 

The significant session saw atten-

dance from teachers, Toshaos, village 

councillors, and residents alike. 

According to the ministry, its Chief 

Labour Officer, Dhaneshwar Deonarine, 

delivered a comprehensive presentation 

on the definition, causes, and conse-

quences of child labour. 

He delved into the legislative 

framework and Ministry initiatives 

aimed at combatting this issue, and em-

phasised the importance of community 

collaboration, and highlighted the key 

roles that community leaders, members, 

and stakeholders play in effectively tack-

ling child labour. 

The Chief Labour Officer encour-

aged parents to prioritise their children’s 

education to unlock the abundant oppor-

tunities available to them in the country. 

The residents were further urged to take 

advantage of the Guyana Online Acad-

emy Learning (GOAL) platform to fur-

ther their academic pursuits. 

Meanwhile, the ministry reiterated 

its steadfast commitment to partnering 

with stakeholders to eliminate all forms 

of child labour, while the head teacher of 

Karawab Primary School expressed ap-

preciation for the Ministry’s visit. 

According to the ministry, the head 

teacher underscored its significance as 

the first-of-its-kind in the community, 

and expressed hope that it would serve 

as a catalyst to encourage parents to en-

sure their children attend school regu-

larly. 

The Chief Labour Officer also af-

firmed that this visit marked only the be-

ginning of continuous engagement by 

the Ministry. 

Regional officers provided stake-

holders with their contact information, 

fostering avenues for future collabora-

tion in combatting child labour, the min-

istry added.
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Government, stakeholders discuss 
child labour issues in Region Two

The residents and other stakeholders of Karawab and St. Monica



16 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY MARCH 28 2024

Five Location To 

www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Grace Sardine
in Tomato Sauce 
With Chili 155 g 3/

$2 Nupak White
Corn Meal
10 lb

Big Foot
Cheese Snack
Assorted 25 g

Kingsford’s
Corn Starch
454 g

Lalah’s
Curry Powder
3 lb

Campa
Baking Powder
400 g

2/
$5Valentino Non Alcoholic 

Sparkling Drink
Assorted 750 ml

Strongmor
Garbage Bags
40s

499

799 199

each

each each

1199139
each 299

eac

Cedar

Corn Meal #40
907 g

Choice Chunk

Light Tuna in Water
170 g

2/
$1

2/
$3

2/
$5

Bath & Body

Hand Soap
400 ml

Nutrament Energy

Nutrition Drink
vanilla only 355 ml

Honey Bun Jamaican

Easter Bun 
795 g

each

699
each

Spur Tree Red Hot

Pepper Sauce
88.5 ml

2/
$5

Tastee Cheese Now Available
Large Assortment of
Easter Buns Available in Store

Ribena BlackCurrent

Concentrate
850 ml 99¢

99¢

79¢

each

each

each

Vaseline Mature Skin   
Rejuvenation
600 ml

Irish Spring Original
Beauty Soap
2x90 g399 129

each each

Vita Malt 

Classic
330 ml
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Serve You Better

Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
a
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a

m
 R

d
.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
e

rf
o

rd
 R

d
. 

S
o

u
th

.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
e

rs
to

n
e

 D
r.

M
a

rt
in

 G
ro

v
e

 R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
a

w
tr

a
 R

d
.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
e

e
le

 S
t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

 Although we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

 Specials in Effect Thu. March 28 th
until Wed. April 3rd, 2024 Five Locations To Serve You Better

Salted
Pig Tail

$249
lb

Fresh Seafood Catches

From

Fresh Atlantic 
Whole Salmon

lb as is
$599

Delicious Jamaican Dish

$599
lb as is

Fresh
Yellow Tail Snappers

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$249
lb 

Burned 
Beef Foot

$249
lb

lb as is
$699

Fresh
Doctor Fish

Fresh
Parrot Fish

$599
lb as is

Under New Management

129199

Fresh Large

Eddoes

lb lb

Fresh Buttercup

Squash

Fresh Cooking

Bananas

Fresh Exceldor 
Chicken Leg 

Quarters

5999
18 kg box

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

Frozen Fu Yang
31-40 Headless

Tiger Shrimp 400 g

$999
ea

119
lb

1699
5 kg box

Frozen
Chicken Wings

Frozen Ocean Charm
Salmon Fillet 440 g

$499
each 

Frozen Easy Cooked 
Trimmed Oxtail

$799
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

149
lb

$349
lb

Frozen
Square Cut

Mutton Shoulder 
Meat

Fresh
Mutton Snappers

lb as is
$799

Fresh Chayote

Cho Cho

Jamaica's Choice
Double Smoked 

Ham or Turkey

399
to599

lb
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4
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EIGHT hundred residents of 

Moruca, Region One, now have access 

to potable water, following the commis-

sioning of the Five Miles and Seven 

Miles Water Supply Systems and the 

upgrading of the water-supply system at 

Karaburi. 

Some $30 million was used for the 

two new water systems and the upgrad-

ing of the Karaburi Water Supply Sys-

tem. 

Notably, this is the first time that 

residents of Five and Seven Miles are 

receiving access to clear water, marking 

this as a crucial step towards improved 

living standards in the region. 

According to the ministry, the sys-

tems were commissioned on Saturday 

afternoon by Minister of Housing and 

Water Collin Croal, who was accompa-

nied by the Regional Chairman, Brent-

nol Ashley; Vice-Chairperson, 

Annansha Peters; Regional Executive 

Officer (REO), Mr. Sewchand; Deputy 

REO Shem Cuffy; Hinterland Services 

Director at the Guyana Water Incorpo-

rated (GWI), Ramchand Jailal and 

team. 

Minister Croal in his remarks em-

phasised the significance of this 

achievement, highlighting it as a tangi-

ble fulfilment of the government’s 

promise to enhance water supply, a 

commitment made during the 2020 

election campaign. 

“You have a government that is 

working hard to ensure everyone has a 

better life and an equal level of service,” 

said the minister. 

Minister Croal highlighted that 

potable water coverage in Region One 

stood at 38 per cent in 2020, rising to 79 

per cent by the end of 2023 through 

heavy investments from the govern-

ment. The coverage is projected to sur-

pass 90 per cent by the end of 2024. 

In 2024, a total of $1.5 billion has 

been budgeted for the drilling of at least 

40 wells in the hinterland. 

Minister Croal stated that around 

25 of these wells will be drilled in Re-

gion One with an investment exceeding 

$700 million. Meanwhile, the Regional 

Vice-Chairperson, in her remarks, em-

phasised the significance of water con-

servation and responsible usage to the 

residents, urging them to utilise the 

newly established water systems with 

care to ensure their long-term sustain-

ability. 
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THE Guyana School of Agricul-

ture will soon be converted into a re-

gional institution offering more 

innovate training programmes and 

newer technologies. 

The country’s Head of State Dr. Ir-

faan Ali made this disclosure during his 

address at the opening of the 38th Ses-

sion of the United Nations Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO)’s Re-

gional Conference for Latin America 

and the Caribbean (LARC) held in 

Georgetown, Guyana last Monday. 

The country, he said, is investing 

in a ‘centre of excellence’ in collabora-

tion with the Inter-American Institute 

for Cooperation on Agriculture, which 

will be equipped with a situational room 

and state-of-the-art data analytic plat-

form to support regional food security 

and food production. 

Dr. Ali, who currently chairs the 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 

and holds the responsibly for agriculture 

within the 15 bloc intergovernmental or-

ganisation, explained that this initiative 

will see data-driven decision-making 

being made within the region’s agricul-

tural sector. 

“All our people in the region [will 

be] studying right here with the best 

technology on the best platform. We are 

converting the Guyana School of Agri-

culture into a regional, international in-

stitution with a branding of IICA with 

us, so that’s another area that we are 

working on,” President Ali said. 

Meanwhile, Guyana’s Agriculture 

Minister Zulfikar Mustapha, in an in-

vited comment to this newspaper said 

money has already been budgeted to ex-

pand the institution. 

“The design has already been com-

pleted. The technical officers were in 

Guyana [and] they looked at the design, 

they looked at the Guyana School of 

Agriculture and very shortly we will be 

going out to tender, to start the construc-

tion of that school; it’s not a new con-

struction but we will modify the Guyana 

School of Agriculture,” he said. 

According to Mustapha, who also 

chair’s CARICOM’s food security min-

isterial taskforce, the modified school 

will feature a laboratory and farm for 

differently-abled persons. 

 

In a sit-down interview on the side-

lines of the regional summit,Director of 

the Inter-American Institute for Coop-

eration on Agriculture (IICA), Dr. 

Manuel Otero, said the collaboration be-

tween the Government of Guyana and 

IICA will embrace newer technologies 

to target food-security goals, such as ad-

dressing malnutrition and hunger in the 

region. 

“[We] are taking in to account that 

the young people are the future of agri-

culture and we need a new generation 

of farmers. Farmers that are much more 

acquainted with the new technologies. 

Farmers are becoming professionals, 

farmers have to read and understand the 

technologies,” Dr. Otero said, adding: 

“Our continent and some key 

countries like Guyana have a special re-

sponsibility Guyana has land, Guyana 

has a tropical ecosystem, Guyana has 

farmers and new options.” 

In fact, Guyana he said has been 

playing a ‘proactive role’ and has 

crafted a model to transform its agricul-

ture and food-production systems, seek-

ing out newer technologies and 

innovative programmes to meet the nu-

tritional needs of the region. 

Dr. Otero noted that every country 

is unique, and their approach to address 

the challenges faced within the produc-

tion sector may vary, but in Guyana’s 

case, what has been notable is the gov-

ernment’s persistent and public-private 

partnerships to not only increase food 

production, but also the investments 

being made in innovation. 

“Each country has a model to be 

followed, and it’s necessary to be per-

sistent and to have a long-term vision,” 

Dr. Otero said. 

 

Gov’t, IICA partnering to convert GSA 
into regional institution

President Ali in discussion with IICA’s Director-General, Manuel Otero, in Costa Rica last year

800 Moruca residents get access to potable water
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PEOPLE’S Progressive Party (PPP) 

General Secretary, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo, 

has blasted the opposition for changing 

its tune and contradicting itself on mat-

ters of national interest. 

During a recent press conference at 

the party’s Robb Street headquarters, Dr 

Jagdeo highlighted two news articles 

which showed the opposition holding 

different positions. 

The articles referenced a press state-

ment issued on March 16 by the Office 

of the Leader of the Opposition (OLO). 

The press statement read: “We, in 

the opposition, support the call for the 

nation to be updated on the amount of 

discovered oil reserves,” and also put 

forth the accusation that the Guyanese 

people are being left in the “dark.” 

However, although the opposition 

called for the publishing of an updated 

report of the reserves, this stance was 

abandoned as the statement then gave 

reasons as to why the government should 

not “rush” to approve oil projects. 

As they reaffirmed their previous 

position held in their press conference on 

February 12, the statement posited: “The 

Guyanese public should take note of re-

cent statements by VP Jagdeo and Presi-

dent of Exxon Guyana Alistair 

Routledge, to the effect that Guyana’s 

share of oil revenues is projected to in-

crease substantially in the next few years 

as the company recoups more and more 

of its investments… It [gov’t] must 

therefore not rush to approve new oil 

projects in the Stabroek Block…” 

In a scathing response, the PPP 

General Secretary used this example to 

show how the opposition lacks coher-

ence. 

“On one hand you’re [opposition] 

complaining about being kept in the dark 

so we prove more resources now, but you 

don’t want to approve the projects,” Dr 

Jagdeo said. 

Taking a step further to poke holes 

in their logic, he stated: “So we know 

about all the reserves we have now, but 

the only way this country could make 

money is if we actually convert the re-

sources into reserves and then into pro-

duction.” 

He added: “Knowing reserves with-

out converting it into production is non-

sense, because we already know we have 

11 billion barrels of reserves and it will 

keep growing.” 

He said that the focus is not to push 

the oil companies to do more appraisal 

wells, but instead converting the reserves 

into production. 

The PPP General Secretary also 

stated that the government receives a 

quarterly report on the nation’s oil re-

serves. 

As he continued to point out, the op-

position’s lack of coherence, he said: 

“This is what I’m telling you about, no 

coherence in thinking, in strategy, in pol-

icy. They go on a weekly basis to the 

press conference and they wing it.” 

Unlike the opposition, Dr Jagdeo 

said he is buttressed by policy-making 

experience as he held the positions of 

former Minister of Finance and ormer 

President of Guyana. 

Adding to this, he highlighted the 

several documents outlining the PPP 

government’s policies. 

Recently, opposition operatives 

have been pushing the narrative that the 

estimated 11 billion barrels of oil that 

Guyana has is not true and have been 

hastily calling for an update. 

It should be noted that exploration 

activities pursuant to the Stabroek 

Block’s 1999 Agreement, actually com-

menced 15 years prior to the “announce-

ment” of a commercial discovery in 

2015. 

Similarly, CGX Guyana had an-

nounced the discovery of hydrocarbons 

at the Wei-1well in the Corentyne block 

in November 2023. However, the com-

pany is still appraising that discovery for 

commercial viability, while bearing in 

mind that exploration was ongoing years 

prior to that announcement. 

In one of ExxonMobil’s press con-

ferences, they had emphasised that they 

are more focused on the development of 

projects that will move into production 

over the medium term. As such, the up-

ward revision of the estimates is not a 

priority at this stage.

Opposition lacking ‘coherence’ 
on matters of national interest

Home for sale: 

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice. 

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toi-

lets, central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water 

filter, automatic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new 

perkins generator no blackouts ready to move in and start 

dwelling, concrete yard. 

For more information contact via WhatsApp: 

+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

Guyana Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and 
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month! 

www.limemag.ca
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): The Sun and Mercury in 
your sign will boost your imaginative powers and encourage 
you to look for unusual solutions to long-standing problems. 
Steer clear of people who are frivolous and only care about 
having fun. These are serious times, at least for you. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): It may not be easy to 
look on the bright side when so many things are going wrong 
in the world but it needs to be done if you want to be part of 
the solution rather than part of the problem. An optimistic out-
look is an absolute must. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): You need to put aside any 
bad feelings that were sparked by yesterday’s lunar eclipse and 
make an effort to work with people whose interests coincide 
with your own. Any differences you may have are largely su-
perficial, so feel free to ignore them. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): If you get your act to-
gether on the work front today you will make considerable in-
roads on the backlog of jobs you have allowed to build up. 
Don’t trust other people to help you though – this is one of 
those occasions when your own efforts must be enough. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): You may not be feeling your 
best at the moment as a result of yesterday’s eclipse but you 
can still make considerable progress when dealing with people 
on a one-to-one basis. A sympathetic ear on your part will 
work wonders over the next 24 hours. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): You have been living be-
yond your means and what has occurred over the past few days 
has woken you up to that fact. Now you must do something 
about it. Start by reducing your commitments both at home 
and at work. Cut them back to the bone. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): The Sun and Mercury in 
your opposite sign makes it easy to find new friends but if you 
say the wrong thing to the wrong person at the wrong time you 
could make an enemy as well. Praise everyone to the skies, 
even when they don’t deserve it. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): The most important thing 
now is that you draw up a detailed plan and stick to it come 
what may. The moment your mind starts to stray you must 
forcefully bring it back to what you are working on. Focus is 
essential if you yearn for success. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): You need to be-
lieve that you really can reach a goal that has eluded you for 
so long. The Sun’s journey through the most dynamic area of 
your chart will give you every chance you need to make your 
mark on the world, so get started today. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): As the effects of yes-
terday’s eclipse are likely to linger for a day or two you still 
need to tread carefully when dealing with partners, loved ones, 
relatives and colleagues. Try not to say or do anything that 
might set them off on another rant. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): You don’t have to treat 
some kind of dispute as a fight to the death. You can be a bit 
extreme in the ways you react to people who disagree with 
you, so count to ten, bring your pulse rate down, then talk rea-
sonably about finding a solution. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Events are moving so 
quickly now that there will be times when you fear being left 
behind, but that is unlikely to happen either in your personal 
affairs or at work, so stop worrying. New challenges will bring 
new opportunities, if you stay alert.

Anil Kapoor: Amitabh Bachchan was the first to safeguard his identity

Rihanna, Gates and Zuckerberg at 
India tycoon's pre-wedding gala
Five hundred dishes, more than a thousand 

guests and a multi-million dollar budget - this is 

how the son of Asia's richest man has reportedly 

celebrated his upcoming nuptials. 

Anant Ambani and his wife-to-be Radhika 

Merchant's three day extravaganza saw Bollywood 

royalty rubbing shoulders with tech billionaires, 

sports superstars and even Donald Trump's daugh-

ter, Ivanka. 

The event has captivated audiences in India 

and abroad, who have been lapping up every detail 

emerging from the party held by his father Mukesh 

Ambani in the city of Jamnagar, in Gujarat, over the 

weekend. 

It was so big that the local airport was tem-

porarily granted international status as it received 

visitors from across the country and the world. Air-

port authorities said nearly 130 flights had arrived 

for the event, ferrying the likes of Bill Gates and 

Mark Zuckerberg to the region. 

Most of the guests stayed in luxury "glamping" 

tents near the venue that offered a level of opulence 

most would struggle to imagine, let alone afford - 

and could reportedly choose from more than 500 

dishes created by dozens of chefs from around the 

world. 

There were also hair and makeup artists, laun-

dry services and stylists on hand to help any guests 

prepare for the themed gatherings taking place - 

said to have been carefully laid out in a nine page 

schedule. 

The highlight was pop star Rihanna's first ever 

performance in India, for which she was rumoured 

to have been paid somewhere in the range of $7m 

(£5.5m). Some of India's biggest film stars also 

danced to her hit songs on stage. 

All eyes are now likely to be on the wedding, 

which is due to be held in Mumbai in July. 
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Pop star Rihanna (third from left) with members of the Ambani family
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The Office of the Attorney Gen-

eral has requested a preliminary inves-

tigation into potential corruption 

allegations involving Suriname’s Presi-

dent Chandrikapersad Santokhi and two 

of his ministers, including Finance 

Minister Stanley Raghoebarsing. 

The probe was triggered by reports 

suggesting that the government dis-

bursed around US$7.5 million to Pan-

American Real Estate, a local company, 

based on falsified documents.  

“It is important to emphasize that 

no one has yet been identified as a sus-

pect,” the Public Prosecution Service 

said on Wednesday. 

The case came to light last No-

vember when an anonymous whistle-

blower, armed with a trove of 

documents, filed a criminal complaint 

with the attorney general’s office.  

Subsequently, in January, addi-

tional potentially incriminating evi-

dence was handed over to the Office of 

the Attorney General, prompting the 

Police Anti-Corruption Unit to delve 

into the matter. 

Reports are that during the investi-

gation, several individuals were ques-

tioned by the police, including Vice 

President Ronnie Brunswijk and the 

two ministers. 

The Public Prosecution Service re-

vealed that it had received a compre-

hensive police file on the case, leading 

to the request for a preliminary judicial 

investigation from the examining mag-

istrate. 

President Santokhi and the two 

cabinet ministers have denied any 

wrongdoing, asserting that all actions 

were conducted in compliance with ex-

isting legal accounting regulations. 

According to the whistleblower, 

Public Works Minister Riad Nurmo-

hamed allegedly presented fraudulent 

documents during a Council of Minis-

ters meeting to facilitate the payment to 

Pan-American Real Estate.  

Although Vice President 

Brunswijk purportedly halted the pay-

ment on two occasions, the whistle-

blower alleges that the minister 

circumvented the ministerial meeting 

and directly submitted the questionable 

documents to the government council 

and a cabinet meeting chaired by the 

president.  

It is purported that during this ses-

sion, President Santokhi sanctioned the 

disbursement of approximately US$7.5 

million. 

Initially, Finance Minister 

Raghoebarsing opposed the payment, 

contending that the services provided 

by Pan-American Real Estate did not 

meet the criteria for a public-private 

partnership project as initially sug-

gested. 

According to Public Works Minis-

ter Nurmohamed, the previous adminis-

tration under Desi Bouterse had 

engaged Pan-American Real Estate in a 

housing construction venture for low-

income groups in 2019.  

Allegedly, the agreement stipu-

lated that the government would under-

take road paving at a real estate 

development project by the company.  

However, Nurmohamed claims 

that these obligations were not fulfilled, 

leading the company to undertake the 

road paving itself and subsequently 

seeking reimbursement from the cur-

rent government. 

Observers are closely monitoring 

the developments, pondering whether 

this case will culminate in the prosecu-

tion of the president and his two minis-

ters.  

Notably, government and former 

political office holders can only face 

prosecution if charged by Parliament at 

the behest of the Attorney General, a 

process where President Santokhi’s 

coalition holds a majority stake.

Probe into alleged corruption involv-
ing Suriname’s President Santokhi

Suriname President Chandrikapersad Santokhi

On April 2, Jamaica’s Registrar 

General’s Department (RGD) will in-

troduce the first batch of Braille certifi-

cates, becoming the first Caribbean 

nation to provide equal access to essen-

tial documents for individuals with vi-

sual impairments. 

The announcement was made by 

RGD’s CEO Charlton McFarlane at a 

recent JIS Think Tank. 

He shared that the move to pro-

vide documents, such as birth certifi-

cates, marriage certificates, and death 

certificates, in Braille is part of the 

RGD’s ongoing commitment to foster 

inclusivity and accessibility by under-

taking extensive efforts to enhance its 

services and accommodate the needs of 

all citizens. 

Braille is a tactile writing system 

used by individuals with visual impair-

ments. 

“It will enable members from the 

visually impaired community to be able 

to access and actually read and inter-

pret and know directly, the information 

that is contained on their vital [docu-

ments],” he said. 

McFarlane, who also serves as the 

Deputy Keeper of Records, said that 

while “we do get requests, from time to 

time, to translate birth certificates, this 

is the first time that our certificates will 

be systematically produced in another 

written language.” 

He noted that the initiative in-

volves collaboration with the Jamaica 

Society for the Blind, which is assisting 

with the language and the printing of 

the certificates. 

 

Jamaica now offers civil documents in Braille

Birth certificates will be among documents now being offered in Braille in a first for the Caribbean
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Jamaica’s leader of the opposition 

Mark Golding has committed to mak-

ing Bob Marley a national hero if the 

People’s National Party (PNP) forms 

the next Government. 

During his budget presentation on 

Tuesday, Golding said that Marley, a 

global icon, deserves to be Jamaica’s 

eighth national hero. 

“One commitment that I have, 

which is in keeping with our serious-

ness about culture and the creative in-

dustries, when we form the next 

government, I commit to conferring the 

Order of National Hero on the Hon-

ourable Robert Nesta Marley for his 

service of a most distinguished nature 

in advancing Jamaican culture and his 

global impact as a liberating inspira-

tional force for oppressed people across 

the world,” Golding said. 

“I say time come to recognize the 

‘Gong’ as a true national hero and con-

fer the honor on him accordingly,” he 

added. 

While promising that a future PNP 

government would focus on the cre-

ative industries, including increasing 

funding, Mark Golding commented on 

the Bob Marley ‘One Love’ biopic now 

in theatres worldwide. 

“Speaking of the ‘One Love’ phe-

nomenon now blowing like a natural 

mystic across the globe shows us what 

cultural and creative practitioners have 

been telling us for years. Nurturing and 

growing the cultural and creative indus-

tries, sports and their diverse ecosys-

tems are extremely important for the 

economic development and cultural 

identity of Jamaica,” he said. 

During the premiere of ‘Bob Mar-

ley: One Love’ in Jamaica in January, 

the question of whether Bob Marley 

would ever be made a national hero 

was posed to Prime Minister Andrew 

Holness. 

Holness said that recognition for 

iconic personalities is something being 

considered. 

“We did put together a committee 

to look at it [naming Bob Marley as a 

national hero], and believe me, there 

were commissions before that estab-

lished a criteria for national hero. I 

think the conversation has so far 

evolved to having a category that iden-

tifies iconic personalities, people who 

have added great value to our countries. 

So there may be a designation. But, 

who knows, the conversation contin-

ues,” Holness said. 

Jamaica currently has seven na-

tional heroes — Nanny of the Maroons, 

George William Gordon, Sam Sharpe, 

Paul Bogle, Marcus Garvey, Sir 

Alexander Bustamante, and Norman 

Manley.  

The list has not been updated since 

1982.

Jamaica Opposition pushes to name 
Bob Marley a National Hero

A monument to Bob Marley in Kingston

In a bid to address the rising tide 

of diet-related illnesses, Barbados im-

plemented a tax on sugary beverages, a 

move that has yielded notable shifts in 

consumption patterns, according to 

Deputy Chief Medical Officer, Dr. 

Arthur Phillips. 

Since the tax’s inception at 10 per 

cent in 2015, followed by an increase 

to 20 per cent in April 2022, there has 

been a discernible decrease in the sale 

of carbonated sugar-sweetened bever-

ages.  

Dr. Phillips highlighted a 4.3 per 

cent drop in weekly sales of sugar-

sweetened beverages and a 3.6 per cent 

decrease specifically in carbonated 

variants. 

Conversely, the imposition of the 

tax has spurred an uptick in the sale of 

healthier alternatives.  

Bottled water sales surged by just 

over 7.5 per cent, while non-sugar-

sweetened beverage sales saw a com-

mendable rise of 5.2 per cent. 

Dr. Phillips underscores ongoing 

assessments regarding the impact of the 

increased tax rate. 

Deliberations are underway to po-

tentially introduce a tiered taxation sys-

tem, correlating tax rates with sugar 

content levels.  

Additionally, there is discussion 

about allocating a portion of the tax 

revenue towards social programming, 

aimed at enhancing public awareness 

and understanding of the tax’s purpose. 

The tax initiative aligns with Bar-

bados’ broader efforts to combat the 

prevalence of non-communicable dis-

eases attributed to excessive sugar con-

sumption.  

Dr. Phillips emphasizes the ad-

verse health effects associated with 

sugary drinks, including heightened 

risks of obesity, type 2 diabetes, cardio-

vascular ailments, and certain cancers. 

The World Health Organization’s 

recommendation for a 20 per cent tax 

on sugar-sweetened beverages under-

scores a global consensus on the effi-

cacy of fiscal policies in curbing harm-

ful dietary practices.  

According to the Pan American 

Health Organization, such taxation 

strategies are anticipated to yield sub-

stantial reductions in sugary drink con-

sumption, offering a promising avenue 

for public health intervention.

B’dos tax on sugary drinks causes sales decline

Sales of sugary drinks in Barbados have slowed after the imposition of a tax increase
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Amidst mounting public scrutiny 

over the timing of a US$192,000 pur-

chase of a BMW for Prime Minister 

Phillip “Brave” Davis, the Office of the 

Prime Minister (OPM) has stepped for-

ward to defend the decision.  

The move comes as living ex-

penses surge, stirring debates across 

various sectors. 

In a statement issued on Wednes-

day, the OPM underscored that the ac-

quisition of the BMW serves as a 

replacement for a US$300,000 Mer-

cedes procured during the Ingraham ad-

ministration in 2011.  

Notably, the Mercedes had been 

utilized by four prime ministers over its 

tenure. 

The statement emphasized a piv-

otal shift in government policy towards 

sustainability, with the selection of an 

electric vehicle for the Prime Minister’s 

Office.  

It outlined the advantages of elec-

tric vehicles in terms of environmental 

impact and long-term cost efficiency. 

Acknowledging concerns raised 

following leaked documents regarding 

the transaction, the OPM clarified that 

the chosen BMW is currently undergo-

ing customization to meet stringent se-

curity and operational requisites 

necessary for transporting a prime min-

ister.  Additionally, it was revealed that 

a Lexus, slated for use, is undergoing 

repairs, rendering it temporarily un-

available. To ensure uninterrupted offi-

cial duties, a temporary loaned BMW 

has been deployed. 

The OPM further elaborated on 

plans for vehicle rotation, highlighting 

the repaired Lexus and the newly ac-

quired BMW as the primary vehicles in 

the rotation cycle.  

Acting Press Secretary Keishla 

Adderley emphasized the demanding 

nature of the prime minister’s schedule, 

asserting the necessity for vehicles ca-

pable of coping with such rigor.  

She said the new car is also ex-

pected to last at least ten years.

Public outcry follows purchase of 
US$192K BMW for Prime Minister

The Bahamas Prime Minister will be driven around in a US$192,000 BMW

The Court of Justice delivered a 

blow to ex-president Desi Bouterse and 

his four co-convicts, rejecting their ap-

peal to suspend their lengthy jail terms 

following their conviction on murder 

charges. 

The Court declared the appeal of 

the five individuals inadmissible, sig-

naling that it would not be addressed 

substantively.  

The judgment cited the limitations 

within the legal framework governing 

appeals, indicating that while citizens 

have the right to challenge the Public 

Prosecution Service, the scope of such 

challenges is too restricted to address 

the substantive issues raised in this 

case. 

The Court highlighted a pertinent 

legal issue, noting that the article of 

law invoked by the appellants served as 

a supra-appeal remedy.  

However, the Court deemed its ap-

plication in this context as untenable, 

leading to the rejection of the appeal. 

Desi Bouterse, aged 78, continues 

to evade authorities, with his current 

whereabouts shrouded in mystery.  

Following his failure to report to 

Santo Boma prison as scheduled, a 

search has been initiated to locate both 

Bouterse and his associate, Iwan Dijk-

steel. While three of the co-convicted 

individuals have complied with their 

sentences, Bouterse’s evasion persists. 

The convictions stem from the 

December 8, 1982, murders of 15 indi-

viduals, including journalists, military 

officers, union leaders, lawyers, busi-

nessmen, and university lecturers.  

The prosecution alleged that the 

victims were subjected to torture and 

summarily executed under Bouterse’s 

military regime.  

Despite assertions by the National 

Democratic Party (NDC), led by 

Bouterse, that the trial was politically 

motivated and influenced by the 

Netherlands, the legal proceedings 

have culminated in significant ramifi-

cations. 

The Court’s ruling marks the con-

clusion of a protracted legal battle 

spanning 16 years.  

However, the convicted individu-

als’ legal counsel has affirmed their in-

tent to analyze the verdict meticulously 

before determining their next course of 

action, underscoring the ongoing com-

plexity of the case. 

International law enforcement 

agencies, including INTERPOL, have 

escalated efforts to apprehend 

Bouterse, issuing a Red Notice for his 

arrest.  

This notice, accompanied by 

Bouterse’s identifying details, serves as 

a global alert urging law enforcement 

authorities to locate and detain him 

pending extradition or similar legal 

measures. 

In January, the Public Prosecution 

Service (OM) said that it was in the 

process of issuing an international ar-

rest warrant for the former president 

after he failed for a second time to re-

port to a local prison.

Court of Justice rejects Bouterse appeal

Desi Bourterse - lost appeal against lengthy sentence
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In a bid to bolster its prominence 

in the cruise and yachting sector, An-

tigua and Barbuda have set their sights 

on expanding their capacity.  

The decision, endorsed by the 

government on Wednesday, entails the 

development of the northern precinct of 

Rat Island, earmarked as an extension 

of the existing cruise port. 

Although the precise financial out-

lay for this endeavor remains undis-

closed, a note emanating from the 

cabinet meeting underscored the antici-

pation of a substantial return on invest-

ment, likely to substantiate the 

expenditure.  

Once realized, the extended port is 

poised to accommodate the berthing 

needs of yachts and petite cruise ves-

sels, augmenting the region’s allure for 

maritime enthusiasts. 

Speaking at a post-cabinet media 

briefing, Information Minister Melford 

Nicholas expounded on the multifac-

eted benefits of the project.  

He elucidated that beyond fortify-

ing the maritime infrastructure, the en-

visaged extension is poised to catalyze 

economic spin-offs.  

Nicholas emphasized the symbi-

otic relationship between infrastructure 

development and economic prosperity, 

envisioning a surge in entrepreneurial 

endeavors catering to both residents 

and tourists. 

In response to inquiries concern-

ing the funding mechanism, Minister 

Nicholas remained circumspect, re-

fraining from direct response.  

However, he delineated the gov-

ernment’s overarching strategy of stim-

ulating economic vibrancy through 

proactive interventions.  

Asserting the government’s proac-

tive role in fostering investment oppor-

tunities, Nicholas underscored the 

imperative of leveraging idle land as-

sets to invigorate economic activities. 

Foreseeing a surge in demand for 

commercial space following the port 

expansion, Minister Nicholas hinted at 

the impending scramble for land acqui-

sition.  

Additionally, he shed light on the 

status of the Fort James project, indi-

cating a forthcoming review to ascer-

tain its viability.  

Regardless of the project’s fate, 

Nicholas underscored the pivotal role 

of Fort James as a linchpin for maxi-

mizing the dividends of cruise tourism. 

Looking beyond the maritime do-

main, the government unveiled plans to 

undertake dredging operations in 

Crabbs and the northern corridor.  

This strategic initiative aims to ac-

commodate larger vessels ferrying es-

sential construction materials, 

particularly cement, to satiate the bur-

geoning demands of the construction 

sector. 

Antigua and Barbuda set to broaden 
horizons in cruise and yachting sector

Cruise ships at the port of St John’s

In a significant move, Jamaica’s 

national minimum wage is set to see a 

15 per cent increase, escalating from 

$13,000 to $15,000 for a standard 40-

hour work week.  

This change, scheduled to take ef-

fect on June 1, 2024, marks an uplift in 

the earnings of the lowest-paid work-

ers. 

The announcement came from 

Prime Minister Andrew Holness, cul-

minating his extensive Budget Debate 

presentation in the House of Represen-

tatives.  

Holness shared the news, empha-

sizing the government’s commitment to 

enhancing the financial well-being of 

its citizens. 

In addition to the general wage in-

crease, industrial security guards are 

set to receive a wage adjustment, with 

their minimum earnings also rising to 

$15,000 per week starting June 1.  

This adjustment is part of the gov-

ernment’s initiative to standardize the 

national minimum wage, eliminating 

disparities between different sectors. 

A reflection on past improvements 

The forthcoming increase builds 

on a substantial adjustment made the 

previous year when the National Mini-

mum Wage jumped by 44 per cent 

from $9,000 to $13,000 per week—the 

most significant hike in two decades.  

Similarly, wages for industrial se-

curity guards were increased from 

$10,500 to $14,000.  

These adjustments align with the 

government’s strategy to support its 

workforce amid rising living costs. 

Prime Minister Holness acknowl-

edged the thoughtful consideration 

given to this decision, highlighting the 

government’s intention to support the 

working class and the economically 

vulnerable in keeping pace with infla-

tion. This move comes in response to 

feedback received during the Local 

Government Election campaign, where 

the struggles of the working poor were 

brought to the forefront, indicating a 

pressing need for financial relief.

JA jumps minimum wage to $15,000/week
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In a recent research conducted by 

The Repair Campaign, findings reveal a 

substantial demand among UK citizens 

for formal apologies and reparations for 

the Caribbean nations and descendants 

of enslaved people affected by transat-

lantic chattel slavery.  

The survey, conducted across Eng-

land, Scotland, and Wales in February 

2024, sheds light on the growing 

awareness and support for reparatory 

justice initiatives. 

According to The Repair Cam-

paign’s research, three in five individu-

als in the UK advocate for a formal 

apology, with more than half asserting 

that it should originate from either the 

UK Government or organizations his-

torically linked to profiting from 

Caribbean slavery.  

Moreover, the survey indicates 

that a significant portion—four in ten 

respondents—believe that financial 

compensation should be provided to 

Caribbean nations as a means of re-

dressing the enduring impacts of slav-

ery and colonialism. 

Denis O’Brien, the driving force 

behind The Repair Campaign, empha-

sizes the pivotal role of an apology in 

addressing historical injustices.  

O’Brien underscores the culmina-

tion of years of advocacy efforts, 

heralding the current debates surround-

ing reparations as a triumph. He 

stresses the necessity for acknowledg-

ment from the Government and Monar-

chy, highlighting the economic 

foundations of the UK’s wealth rooted 

in centuries of slavery. 

Laura Trevelyan, trustee of the 

Trevelyan Grenada Reparations Fund 

and Honorary Associate Fellow at the 

PJ Patterson Institute, commends the 

survey’s findings as a significant step 

forward in the reparatory justice move-

ment.  

She underscores the urgency of the 

next decade in securing justice for de-

scendants of enslaved Africans, urging 

intensified efforts to confront the lega-

cies of slavery. 

Professor Verene Shepherd, direc-

tor of the Centre for Reparation Re-

search (CRR) at The University of the 

West Indies, echoes the sentiments of 

the survey findings, emphasizing the 

imperative for accountability from for-

mer colonial powers.  

She urges unambiguous apologies 

and the implementation of comprehen-

sive reparations plans, citing the Cari-

com Ten Point Plan as a framework for 

addressing historical wrongs. 

March 25, 2024, observed as the 

UN International Day to commemorate 

victims of transatlantic trafficking and 

chattel enslavement, the CRR under-

scores the urgency for substantive ac-

tion.  

Professor Shepherd implores 

Britain and other colonial powers to 

confront their historical roles, issuing 

unequivocal apologies and committing 

to restitution as outlined in the Caricom 

Ten Point Plan. 

The survey, commissioned by The 

Repair Campaign and conducted by 

Walnut Omnibus, encompassed a na-

tionally representative sample of 2016 

adults across Great Britain between 

February 16-19, 2024.  

Meanwhile, Barbados echoes 

loudly, championing compensation for 

the haunting legacy of slavery. An ABC 

article has noted that the past decade 

has witnessed a shift from sidelined 

discussions to central dialogue, with 

Barbados emerging as a pivotal force in 

this narrative. 

In the neon days of the early 90s, 

young lawyer David Comissiong cham-

pioned the cause for reparations. Then 

labeled a “dreamer”, today he sits as 

the deputy chair of Barbados’ national 

task force on reparations.  

Established in 2012, this task force 

strives to shape the government’s 

stance on reparations and rally public 

momentum. It operates under the keen 

eye of Prime Minister Mia Mottley, 

herself an avid proponent of the cause 

on a global scale. 

Barbados is not alone. Nations like 

Jamaica, Haiti, Belize, Guyana, and the 

Bahamas have followed suit, establish-

ing their respective task forces. 

 In a collaborative effort in 2013, 

these Caribbean nations unveiled a re-

gional commission to engage European 

countries in a reparations dialogue.

UK public calls for formal apology 
over transatlantic slavery- research

BBC anchor Laura Trevelyan is commending the findings on repatriations

Jamaica’s Prime Minister, Andrew 

Holness, has announced that upon the 

completion of the section of the South-

ern Coastal Highway Improvement 

Project (SCHIP) leading to Morant 

Bay, the roadway will be officially 

named ‘The Right Excellent Paul 

Bogle Highway’. 

Holness said the decision is “in 

honor of our National Hero who gave 

his life in the struggle against oppres-

sion and injustice in Jamaica”. 

In 1865, Paul Bogle led a group of 

hundreds of Black men and women 

armed with sticks and machetes on a 

march to the Morant Bay Court House. 

Their grievances included poverty, lack 

of voting rights, and high poll taxes. 

The tension had escalated following a 

clash between civilians and policemen 

at the court house days earlier, sparking 

what became known as the Morant Bay 

Rebellion. 

Last year, the government desig-

nated October 11, the day the rebellion 

commenced, as Paul Bogle Day. 

Prime Minister Holness expressed 

his vision for St. Thomas to be recog- nized as the “Renaissance Parish.” “When the chapter in our history 

is written about St Thomas, it will 

show that this Administration has done 

the most for the people of St. Thomas. 

We have brought roads, water, jobs, in-

dustries, and development to what is 

now the ‘Renaissance Parish’,” he said. 

The Harbour View to Yallahs 

Bridge leg of the SCHIP was officially 

opened in February. 

The Harbour View to Yallahs 

Bridge segment of the SCHIP was in-

augurated in February, reducing travel 

time between Kingston and St. Thomas 

from 45 to 15 minutes over its 17.4-

kilometer stretch. 

Additionally, the project included 

the installation of approximately 28 

kilometers of water lines, 350 meters of 

sewer lines, and 17.8 meters of fiber-

optic ducts, benefiting 348 properties. 

“The government is now focused 

on completing the Yallahs Bridge to 

Port Antonio and the Morant Bay to 

Cedar Valley legs of the highway, 

which will open up the corridor with 

water, broadband, and sewer lines in 

some areas,” Prime Minister Holness 

said.

New JA Highway to be named for Bogle

Paul Bogle is a Jamaican National Hero



 Mandy Mangru struck an unbeaten 

fifty while West Indies teammate Kaysia 

Schultz snatched a five-wicket haul as 

Guyana crushed Windward Islands by 69 

runs to wrap up their Women’s T20 

Blaze campaign in style in St Kitts on 

Monday. 

Choosing to bat first at Warner 

Park, Guyana gathered 131 for four off 

20 overs with the 24-year-old Mangru 

top-scoring with 51 not out off 50 balls 

with five fours, and captain Shemaine 

Campbelle stroking 47 from 43 balls 

with seven fours. 

The pair posted 86 for the third 

wicket, a stand which pulled Guyana 

around from 30 for two at the start of the 

sixth over, after Shabika Gajnabi (5) and 

Cherry-Ann Fraser (14) perished 

cheaply. 

Seamer Pearl Etienne, 41, returned 

to the attack to break the stand when she 

trapped Campbelle lbw on the back foot 

at the start or the penultimate over. 

In reply, Windwards were wrecked 

by left-arm spinner Shultz, the 26-year-

old claiming five for 14 from her four 

overs to send the run chase crashing to 

62 all out in the 16th over. 

She was supported by off-spinner 

Plaffianna Millington (2-7) and leg-spin-

ner Nyia Latchman (2-12) who both 

claimed two wickets apiece. 

Zaida James top-scored with 21 

from 27 balls but she was the only Wind-

ward Islands batsman to pass 20 and 

only one of two to pass double figures. 

The 19-year-old left-hander staged 

the best stand of the innings – 20 for the 

fourth wicket with Kimone Homer (11). 

The defeat was Windwards’ fourth 

of the competition. 

Meanwhile, Jamaica remained un-

beaten after two rounds of the T20 Blaze 

tournament, defeating Guyana by 5 

wickets in their second match. 

Batting first, Guyana were limited 

to 107/7 from their 20 overs, thanks to 

very economical bowling from the Ja-

maicans. Mandy Mangru who found 

form in their final CG United Women’s 

Super50 Cup match, carried it forward 

in this game, top scoring with 36. Cap-

tain Shemaine Campbelle added 33. Ja-

maica’s captain Stafanie Taylor picked 

up 2/12 and Chinelle Henry 2/22. 

Rashada Williams once again led 

the run-chase for Jamaica, knocking 42 

from 55 deliveries while Taylor returned 

with the bat to add 33 from 21, as Ja-

maica reached their target to finish on 

108/5 from 18.1 overs.
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Guyana crushes Windwards in St 
Kitts as women clash in T20 Blaze
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My travel professional  
was right

905-279-2300  |  travel1111@marlintravel.ca

This is the  
beach I was  
looking for  
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SOCA Warriors star striker Levi 

Garcia took responsibility for the 

team’s disappointing 2-0 loss against 

Canada in the Copa America play-in 

game in Frisco, Texas, on Saturday. 

TT conceded two second-half 

goals (61st and 90th+1) as they failed 

in their final chance to qualify for the 

2024 Copa America. Garcia has been 

in prolific form with his club, AEK 

Athens, in Greece, bagging 13 goals to 

put his team top of the playoff stand-

ings. However, he was unable to repli-

cate his club form on Saturday. 

TT coach Angus Eve employed a 

defensive strategy to start, with Garcia 

leading the line with some support 

from midfielder Ajani Fortune. Garcia 

had two quality chances to score, one 

in each half, but failed to ripple the 

net. 

The chance in the first half was a 

golden opportunity to give TT the lead 

from a counter in the 18th. 

After a neat give-and-go, Garcia 

was played through on goal, but he 

struck his left-footed shot just wide of 

the target with just the goalie to beat. 

The second chance, with TT trail-

ing 1-0 in the 85th, came when Garcia 

combined with substitute Real Gill and 

was slipped through on goal, but he 

failed to get power or direction on the 

shot, which was easily saved by 

Canada goalie Maxime Crepeau. 

TT had another good chance to 

take the lead in the first half when left 

back Andre Raymond pinched the ball 

off a Canada player and raced into the 

box, but his left footer also flashed 

wide. Garcia acknowledged that he 

was not clinical in front of goal. 

Speaking to TT Football Associa-

tion media, he said, “I came here to de-

liver and unfortunately, I was not that 

sharp today. I took responsibility for 

those chances and I took responsibility 

for lots of things because I know what 

the team expects from me. Hopefully, I 

can also learn from these mistakes and 

move forward.” 

Any criticism he receives, Garcia 

said he is willing to accept. “I will take 

any amount of pressure that I will re-

ceive after this game, but what I can 

say is that I will learn from it and con-

tinue to move forward.” 

The striker thanked his teammates 

for their spirit. “Before the game all I 

asked the guys was to compete and 

fight. I am really proud of the guys. 

Unfortunately, the game did not go our 

way and we have a lot to learn and 

hopefully in the future we will learn 

from our mistakes.” 

Garcia said the loss will be on his 

mind for a long time. “This one is 

going to hurt for a while. I came here 

just recovering from injury and I made 

a lot of sacrifices and I came here and 

I tried my best. I gave everything for 

the team, but my best was not enough 

today. The boys’ best was not enough 

today, but for sure we are going to 

learn from this and move forward, but 

this one is going to hurt for a while.” 

He asked the fans to not give up 

on the Soca Warriors. “We are really 

working hard and we really want them 

to stay behind us. That 12th man is so 

important. We have been longing for 

this type of support for years and what 

we have been receiving is amazing, 

and hopefully it could continue and 

that type of energy could stay posi-

tive.” 

Soca Warriors head coach Angus 

Eve said the plan to sit back and 

counter worked. He was happy with 

the effort his players showed. “I 

thought for the most part the game 

plan went well,” Eve said. “We created 

some really good chances...I think we 

acquitted ourselves well and we had 

some really good chances, we could 

have scored first. It maybe would have 

settled us down, but I thought all in all 

it was a great performance.”

Levi Garcia, centre, makes a play with Canada’s Joel Waterman

Canada boots T&T out of Copa America
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