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Celebrating US  
Independence

Guyana President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 

Ali has praised the enduring and secure re-

lationship between the USA and Guyana, 

despite numerous challenges. 

He made those remarks when he deliv-

ered congratulatory remarks at the United 

States’ 248th Independence Anniversary 

cocktail ceremony, held recently at the Pe-

gasus Suites in Georgetown. 

Ali is pictured here with US Ambassa-

dor Nicole Theriot, who also praised the 

Guyana-US relationship (see Page 12). 

President Ali acknowledged the United 

States as a “great friend” to Guyana and 

emphasised the commitment of both na-

tions to collaboratively address issues. 

“Collectively and together, we have many 

challenges that we have committed our-

selves to confronting. Whether it is transna-

tional crimes, the sharing of information, or 

greater integration of our system to support 

a rule-based society, we are both committed 

to the task of building an unbreakable 

friendship and relationship..” 
DEADLY HURRICANE: 

Boats are pictured strewn 

across the harbour in 

Bridgetown, Barbados, fol-

lowing the passage of 

Hurricane Beryl on Mon-

day. The storm is being 

blamed for several deaths 

across the region, and for 

decimating the fishing in-

dustry in Barbados (see 

stories inside). As we go 

to press on Wednesday, 

Jamaica was bracing for 

Beryl, which up to last 

check was a Category 5 

storm, the highest on the 

charts.
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Following a period of declined 

catches, which were due to several rea-

sons including climate change, Agricul-

ture Minister, Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha 

disclosed that in 2023, 36,396 MT for 

seafood was harvested in the fishing in-

dustry, representing an increase of 

37.8%.  

Minister Mustapha made this dis-

closure while addressing fisherfolk 

from across the country who gathered 

at the Uitvlugt Community Center to 

observe Fisherfolk Day 2024. This 

year’s event was held under the theme 

“Protecting Livelihoods, establishing a 

Safe and Sustainable Environment for 

our Fisherfolk”.  

While delivering remarks, the 

minister said that fishing remains an 

extremely dangerous profession and 

commended the nation’s fisherfolk for 

the sacrifices made for their family and 

the country. 

“We must commend and applaud 

our fisherfolk for the sacrifices they 

make by braving the elements at sea to 

earn a living and provide citizens with 

affordable and nutritious sources of 

protein. As a government, we are posi-

tioning this country to be a major food 

producer and exporter in CARICOM 

and you have a very important role to 

play in these efforts. In 2023, 36,396 

MT of seafood was harvested in the 

fishing industry representing an in-

crease of 37.8%. The aquaculture in-

dustry is also doing well. Last year, that 

sector grew by 75%. If we match these 

production figures with the earnings, 

you will see that in 2023, the sector 

earned US $54 million,” he noted.  

He also said that since the govern-

ment took office, systems have been 

put in place to ensure fisherfolk have 

greater representation and a stronger 

voice in policy-making processes. 

“Since our return to government, 

significant strides have been made to 

enhance the fisheries sector through 

initiatives aimed at improving safety, 

increasing sustainability, and ensuring 

economic security for our fisherfolk. In 

recent years, the Ministry of Agricul-

ture has worked tirelessly to bolster the 

resilience of our fishing communities. 

With the establishment of the Guyana 

National Fisherfolk Organization, we 

have empowered our fisherfolk with 

greater representation and a stronger 

voice in policy-making processes. 

We’ve also resuscitated and enhanced 

all fishing vessel landing sites across 

the country. That was a programme ini-

tiated by President Ali,” Minister 

Mustapha explained.  

The minister also said that the 

government is currently expending 

large sums of money to rehabilitate fa-

cilities like the Meadow Bank wharf 

and the surrounding vending and land-

ing areas.  

“Only last week, we signed a con-

tract valued at approximately $75 mil-

lion for the refurbishing of the Meadow 

Bank wharf. An additional $50 million 

will also be expended to develop the 

areas around the landing site at the 

wharf to enhance the aesthetic. These 

upgrades will include the construction 

of sheds, water facilities, and stalls for 

persons who sell fish and other seafood 

there,” he explained.  

Last March, President Ali visited 

the Meadow Bank wharf which is cur-

rently utilized by approximately 42 

fishermen several vendors, and other 

stakeholders. During his visit, the Head 

of State instructed that a design for the 

necessary upgrades be completed and 

submitted within two weeks. 

Meanwhile, FAO Country Direc-

tor, Dr. Gillian Smith said that the im-

pacts of climate change, the degrada-

tion of fishing habitats, and the 

intersection of fisheries activities with 

other activities have an impact on the 

fisheries sector on a global scale.  

“We know as we go forward that 

the fishing sector is not an easy sector; 

its not an easy sector to make a living 

in. When you make a living, you make 

a good living. When things are bad, 

they are really bad. There are also all 

sorts of other things that impact global 

fisheries and I am sure that for Guyana, 

they are not so different. Climate 

change and the impacts of climate 

change, degradation of fishing habitats, 

and the intersection of fisheries activi-

ties with other activities…all these are 

impacting fisheries on a global scale.  

have an impact on the fisheries sector 

on a global scale,” Dr. Smith said.  

She also encouraged the fisherfolk 

present to collaborate with stakeholders 

and collaborators and to cooperate with 

the technical officers and each other to 

meet the local and global demand for 

fish and other seafood.  

Since taking office, the govern-

ment has been working assiduously to 

enhance the livelihoods of fisherfolk 

across the country. In May 2022, Presi-

dent Ali announced a one-off $150,000 

relief grant for fisherfolk; an initiative 

that benefited approximately 7,500 

fisherfolk. 
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Fisheries production increased by 
37.8% in 2023 – Min. Mustapha

Minister Zulkifar Mustapha addressing fisherfolk at Fisherfolk Day 2024
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Toronto city councillors last 

Thursday voted 17-6 in favour of pro-

ceeding with a plan to rename and re-

brand Yonge-Dundas Square. 

Changes approved Thursday in-

clude formally replacing all City of 

Toronto references to Yonge-Dundas 

Square with Sankofa Square; the 

square’s board of management will 

oversee establishing a new multi-year 

strategic and business plan; and that 

plan will include ways to “enhance 

revenue stream” and increase pro-

gramming and safety at the square. 

The name “Sankofa” was pro-

posed after a committee involving 

Black and Indigenous leaders studied 

options to replace Dundas. Sankofa 

originates in Ghana. It represents the 

act of reflecting on and reclaiming 

teachings from the past. 

The process to rename the square 

was triggered by a petition that 

claimed Henry Dundas was involved 

in delaying the abolition of the 

Transatlantic slave trade. 

Critics had stepped up to try to 

reverse council’s course, including a 

petition against the renaming with 

some 30,000 signatures submitted. 

Suggestions included renaming 

the Square in honour of Toronto mu-

sician Gord Downie, as well as after 

Gordon Lightfoot, who performed 

most of his shows at the neatby Massy 

Hall venue. 

Lightfoot, originally from Orillia, 

Ontario, died last year. He was a world 

famous musician. 

Critics also said the name 

Sankofa Square celebrates Ghana, not 

Toronto. 

“You could go to prison in Ghana 

for being gay,” one said. 

The cost of renaming Yonge-

Dundas Square to Sankofa Square was 

pegged at around $335,000 by Mayor 

Olivia Chow and Coun. Chris Moise, 

who stated that any costs beyond the 

budget would be covered by the 

square’s board of management through 

third-party financial partners and in-

kind support. 

GUYANESE doctor and entrepre-

neur, Budhendranauth Doobay is among 

a list of over 80 persons announced to be 

granted the Order of Canada. 

The Order of Canada is the second 

highest Canadian state honour which 

was established in 1967 and celebrates 

outstanding achievements and extraor-

dinary contributions. 

A media statement from Canada’s 

Governor General, Mary Simon said: 

“The Order of Canada recognises indi-

viduals who have made positive and 

lasting impacts on communities here in 

Canada, or who have brought honour to 

our country abroad.” 

Dr. Doobay, a retired cardiovascu-

lar surgeon, religious leader and mentor 

is said to be the only Guyanese to hold 

both the Order of Ontario and the Order 

of Canada. 

He is hailed as a philanthropist and 

humanitarian, and is also the founder of 

the Doobay Medical and Research Cen-

tre in Guyana. 

The list includes Canadian Pop-

punk musician Avril Lavigne who, ac-

cording to CBC, has been made a 

member of the order to mark her career 

success and work in supporting persons 

with serious illnesses and disabilities. 

Also being inducted to the order is 

the former Governor of the Bank of 

Canada, Stephen Poloz who also served 

as the president and CEO of Export De-

velopment Canada.
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Dr Doobay among 83 to be inducted 
into Order of Canada

Dr Doobay receiving the Order of Ontario. He will now receive the Order of Canada

Yonge-Dundas officially renamed to Sankofa Square
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Responding to the storm
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Our thoughts are with our 
Caribbean neighbours in Jamaica 
today, who as we’re going to press 
were preparing for the devastation an-
ticipated by the passage of Hurricane 
Beryl. 

The Category 4 storm -- the 
strongest in the region so early in “hur-
ricane season” -- has already taken a 
wild ride through the southern and 
western Caribbean, leaving destruction 
in its wake. 

Particularly hard hit are Grenada, 
Carriacou and St Vincent and the 
Grenadines. Barbados also suffered 
significant damage, but appears to have 
fared better than its neighbours. 

Tobago was a target for Beryl but 
miraculously dodged the bullet, getting 
drenched by heavy rains but spared the 
fate of the others. 

In the height of the storm earlier 
this week, however, some leaders were 
quick to step up to the plate to reassure 
their people that they were on top of 
things and would be ready to respond 

as soon as it was safe to do so. 
From Terrence Drew in St Kitts to 

Ralph Gonsalves in St Vincent, Dickon 
Mitchell in Grenada and Mia Mottley 
in Barbados, they all made sure to put 
themselves in front to keep the people 
as calm as possible. For all the popula-
tions, this was the first Category 4 hur-
ricane they had ever faced. 

Notably absent was Trinidad and 
Tobago’s Keith Rowley, who we were 
told was attending a graduation cere-
mony where he was the keynote 
speaker. 

In the height of the storm, Mr 
Rowley was missing in action. He later 
appeared before the public after the 
danger had passed. 

But there’s another leader whose 
country was not even in danger but 
who stepped forward rapidly to assure 
his Caribbean neighbours they were 
standing by to respond. He is Guyana’s 
Irfaan Ali, who made the public state-
ment early on, before the first deadly 
winds touched a single island. 

In the statement released on Mon-
day, Dr. Ali made a passionate plea for 
regional unity and a wholistic approach 
to the destructive Category 4 hurricane. 

Ali, who is also the current chair 
of CARICOM, said that in light of 
these challenging times, all citizens and 
the private sector of the region should 
coordinate closely with their respective 
governments and regional emergency 
response mechanisms in providing im-
mediate support and relief to those af-
fected by the hurricane. 

According to Dr. Ali, the 
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Man-
agement Agency (CDEMA) was al-
ready working to mobilize and 
coordinate assistance and disaster relief 
even as the storm is still passing 
through the Windward Islands. 

”This is a time for all of us as a re-
gional community to stand together and 
extend our support to those impacted or 
likely to be impacted by Hurricane 
Beryl. Let us mobilize the necessary 
assistance and relief efforts in the true 

spirit of regional solidarity. 
“Together, we can overcome the 

adversities posed by this hurricane and 
ensure the safety and well-being of all 
our peoples and communities,” he 
added. 

Ali also put his resources to work, 
immediately mobilizing shipments of 
vital aid to the hardest hit countries. 
Within a day of the storm’s passing, the 
Guyanese Defence Force was in the air 
and on water carrying much-needed 
emergency supplies to Grenada and in 
particular Carriacou, the tiny island of 
less than 10,000 people that has been 
the hardest hit so far. 

From our perspective, this is what 
we call leadership, and we commend 
all of those leaders who did what was 
expected of them in times of crisis and 
stand up for their people. 

As we continue to monitor Beryl, 
we wish the people of Jamaica and the 
northern Caribbean well. 

We can bet, however, that what-
ever happens, Dr Ali has your back. 

Dear Editor, 
POLITICS and cricket, the ulti-

mate but unavoidable combination, is 
not a unique or unorthodox mix with 
drinks, but an unending conversation 
when Guyanese congregate to imbibe 
intoxicants, critique the critics and en-
tertain the entertainers. 

The men’s ICC T20 World Cup has 
just concluded in Barbados, but the 
fever will follow the West Indies team 
as they tour England. Then, the cavalier-
type cricketers return to the West Indies 
to smash bat and ball for the 2024 CPL 
games as the Guyana Amazon Warriors 
will defend the title. 

As the cricket final was playing out 
in the field, politics was having a field 
day with the AFC and PNC delivering 
yorkers and smashing aces as they de-
fended the avoidance of paralysing the 
game with bravado over boredom and 
with the convenience of cancelling can-
didacy, comes into play. A walkover 
seems inevitable and bad weather is not 
to be blamed as the ground umpires do 
not have to resort to the third umpire to 
juggle, finagle or fumble for a result. 

It was hallelujah and bacchanal 
time for those castigated, chastised and 
criticised as “mentally lazy,” proved that 
their mettle was made of steel, and, their 
mental stamina was not latent but live, 
last Saturday at the Kensington Oval. 

Trinidad’s Carnival overspilled in Bar-
bados to leave a lamentable and laugh-
able hangover from patriots and patrons 
partying the whole night. It was a nail-
biting finish, suspense perhaps suspend-
ing the adrenalin and spectators crossing 
fingers as they hang on to the edge of 
their seats or stood up, too nervous to be 
still and eyes glued to bowler and bat-
ter! 

Perhaps, what will go down as ‘the 
catch of the year,’ may prove to provide 
the pivotal penultimate point, when 
SKY (Suryakumar Yadav), caught the 
ball by the rope, bowled by Hardik Pan-
day who was defending 16 runs in the 
last over. SKY threw it to the sky, 
jumped out of the boundary and back in 
to catch the ball again to dismiss the 
dangerous David Miller from South 
Africa. Guyanese see everything 
through the lens of politics while using 
the race eyes, and, the nostrils to smell 
the scent of discrimination. 

Did the sports world desire, depend 
and deserve the Indian and South 
African teams to end up in the finals so 
that, the insatiable crave of the bookies 
will influence the placement for high 
stakes in betting, winning or losing? 

It was déjà vu for Rohit Sharma 
and his side as they reminisced on Kapil 
Dev’s catch and the Indian players 
when, the underdog India, defeated two-

time champion, Clive Lloyd’s West In-
dies team, to win the coveted 1983 
World Cup Series played at Lord’s. Hav-
ing won two ODI World Cups, two T20 
World Cups, and two ICC Champion 
Trophy titles, India has established her-
self as an all-time world leading con-
tender and challenger in the game of 
cricket and can classify herself as ‘the’ 
and not ‘a’ cricket icon. 

India is very resourceful, having 
been blessed with a population of over 
a billion to choose her cricketers, her 
cup is never saturated with talent. Her 
difficulty lies in choices. Unlike the 
West Indies, choices are free and fair 
and not tainted with favouritism or over-
looking the obvious choice. 

West Indian selection is garlanded 
with glorious uncertainties and deco-
rated with questionable decisions. There 
is always the aftermath of pointing fin-
gers, resorting to the blame game and 
punching holes. At the end of the day, 
it’s the game that suffers: some players’ 
talents are suppressed due to frustration 
from being ignored and the pride of the 
fans is dented. 

Though India is historically 
grounded in the principle of truth and 
non-violence through Gandhi’s teach-
ings and her rich ancestry of philosophy 
and religion, sports and entertainment 
have catapulted the nation from a less 

sedentary stage to migrate to more rig-
orous activity. India never looked back 
with their caps now feathered and 
blazed a trail featuring from Gavaskar to 
Tendulkar. 

How were the venues “fixed” for 
the ICC T20 2024? Barbados is also re-
ferred to as “Little England,” but has a 
300,000 population with less than 8,000 
of Indian origin. Was there a compro-
mising anticipation for a certain ex-
pected outcome? England was the 
defending champion, having defeated 
Pakistan in 2022. Although Guyana has 
less than a million people, Trinidad and 
Jamaica have over a million each, with 
Trinidad having a high proportion of In-
dian descendants. 

Cricket in the Caribbean is contro-
versially political. CARICOM Day is 
being celebrated the first Monday in 
July in the Caribbean. Perhaps, sports 
closely followed by politics and eco-
nomics, provide the necessary hat-trick 
for cricket to survive in the West Indies. 
Former CARICOM Chairperson, Mia 
Mottley, recently noted that, “there must 
be space for all, regardless of who wins 
and who loses.” How ideal for politics 
and cricket! 

 
Yours respectfully, 
Jai Lall

Politics and cricket are synonmous in Caribbean



Scientists tracking the spread of 

bird flu are increasingly concerned that 

gaps in surveillance may keep them 

several steps behind a new pandemic, 

according to Reuters interviews with 

more than a dozen leading disease ex-

perts. 

Many of them have been monitor-

ing the new subtype of H5N1 avian flu 

in migratory birds since 2020. But the 

spread of the virus to 129 dairy herds 

in 12 U.S. states signals a change that 

could bring it closer to becoming trans-

missible between humans. Infections 

also have been found in other mam-

mals, from alpacas to house cats. 

“It almost seems like a pandemic 

unfolding in slow motion,” said Scott 

Hensley, a professor of microbiology at 

the University of Pennsylvania. “Right 

now, the threat is pretty low … but that 

could change in a heartbeat.” 

The earlier the warning of a jump 

to humans, the sooner global health of-

ficials can take steps to protect people 

by launching vaccine development, 

wide-scale testing and containment 

measures. 

Federal surveillance of U.S. dairy 

cows is currently limited to testing 

herds before they cross state lines. 

State testing efforts are inconsistent, 

while testing of people exposed to sick 

cattle is scant, government health offi-

cials and pandemic flu experts told 

Reuters. 

“You need to know which are the 

positive farms, how many of the cows 

are positive, how well the virus 

spreads, how long do these cows re-

main infectious, the exact transmission 

route,” said Dutch flu virologist Ron 

Fouchier of the Erasmus Medical Cen-

ter in Rotterdam. 

Dr. Jeanne Marrazzo, director of 

the U.S. National Institute of Allergy 

and Infectious Diseases, said surveil-

lance for humans is “very, very lim-

ited.” 

Marrazzo described the U.S. Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Preven-

tion’s human flu surveillance network 

as “really a passive reporting, passive 

presentation mechanism.” The U.S. 

Department of Agriculture is more 

proactive in testing cows, but does not 

make public which farms are affected, 

she said. 
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Bird flu may be a pandemic  
unfolding in slow motion: experts

The spread of the Bird Flu is cause for alarm
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In a letter published in sections 

of the media today (June 19th, 2024), 

Dr. C.K. Hunte contends that the “in-

stitutions in charge of gold are bro-

ken…and that we cannot wait on 

OFAC to tell us that millions of US 

dollars were not collected”.  

Dr. Hunte appears to be highly 

uninformed—although I can under-

stand his point of view about “broken 

institutions”, a concept and an estab-

lished fact, which he knows more 

about than perhaps anyone else in the 

current regime. In this regard, Dr. 

Hunte had presided over the failure 

of GAIBANK in the late 1980s early 

1990s period. I had dealt with this 

issue in some amount of detail in 

April 2023. 

However, I must also point out 

that Dr. Hunte has taken guidance 

from my advice to him that he should 

consult with the authoritative reports 

for data such as those on the Bank of 

Guyana website, which he did on this 

occasion.  

The issue of the observably de-

clining gold production has little or 

nothing to do with the institutions per 

se. Rather, this phenomenon is attrib-

uted to (i) gold smuggling as has 

been recently established and con-

firmed by the authorities, and (ii) a 

loss of appetite for investment in the 

sector coupled with the difficulty in 

attracting labour. In the case of the 

latter, the authorities and stakeholders 

in the sector have confirmed that gold 

miners are finding it difficult to at-

tract labour—largely because of the 

abundance of equally and/or more at-

tractive opportunities on the coast-

land. Thanks to the burgeoning oil 

and gas sector and the construction 

boom that is taking off. The same is 

true for some of the key gold mining 

players—who are moving away from 

gold mining—focusing on other op-

portunities on the coastland such as 

in the oil and gas sector, construction, 

and aviation among others.  

That being established, coming 

back to the notion of “broken institu-

tions”, in order to determine whether 

there is any merit to such claims, then 

one would have to examine the oper-

ations of those institutions in accor-

dance with their respective governing 

legislative/legal framework. For ex-

ample, is the Gold Board operating in 

contravention of the Gold Board Act, 

is the Guyana Geology and Mines 

Commission operating in contraven-

tion of the Guyana Geology and 

Mines Commission Act, is the 

Guyana Revenue Authority operating 

in contravention of the Guyana Rev-

enue Authority Act, has there been an 

examination of the audit reports for 

these institutions that would have 

highlighted major deficiencies, red 

flags and/or breaches that are alarm-

ing or major cause for concern? Dr. 

Hunte, of course, did none of this 

type of work, thus rendering his 

claims baseless and unmeritorious. 

Accordingly, for Dr. Hunte to credi-

bly make these sort of determinations 

even at a preliminary stage, he would 

have to perform far more robust work 

as opposed to his usual surface level 

type of mediocre analysis.  

Since the revelation of the cor-

ruption report by the U.S authorities, 

the public domain has been engulfed 

with a plethora of “verbal diarrhoea” 

by an exceptional group of noisemak-

ers on the matter. It is interesting to 

note that some of the proponents who 

are now self-anointed champions and 

advocates against tax evasion and 

corruption—have been embroiled in 

tax evasion controversies in the past, 

such as the likes of Kaieteur News 

publisher et.al (Guyana Chronicle, 

November 24, 2014). Another propo-

nent worth highlighting is a certain 

chartered accountant and attorney-at-

law, Mr. Lalbachan Chris Ram—who 

has violated established codes of con-

duct, rules and regulations governing 

the conduct of audits, to the extent 

whereby such act, is akin to enabling 

perpetrators of tax avoidance or eva-

sion tendencies.  

It is important to note that 

money laundering is not a straightfor-

ward issue, it is in fact very complex. 

So not because it was the U.S that 

conducted the referenced investiga-

tion for over two years, it means that 

there is a grave failure in our system. 

Often times, money laundering in-

volves cross border transactions. 

Hence, for countries like Guyana to 

successfully curb money laundering 

transactions and prosecute those in-

volved in money laundering, it in-

evitably requires co-operation and 

collaboration with international part-

ners and other jurisdictions. The Anti 

Money Laundering (AML) laws pro-

vide for this. Moreover, it demands 

considerable investment in the re-

sources and capabilities.  

Furthermore, in the pre-2015 pe-

riod, the PPP/C Government created 

two key institutions, namely, the Spe-

cial Organized Crime Unit (SOCU) 

and the State Asset Recovery Agency 

(SARA). These institutions were cre-

ated with the view of strengthening 

the overarching institutional frame-

work in compliance with the AML re-

quirements—to investigate, enforce 

and prosecute those involved in 

money laundering crimes. As such, 

these institutions were originally in-

tended to work in tandem with the Fi-

nancial Intelligence Unit (FIU. Un-

fortunately, during their tenure (2015-

2020), the APNU+AFC Government 

politicized these institutions, thereby 

effectively reversing the work of their 

predecessor. This means that we have 

suffered five-years of regression in so 

far as the country’s institutional ca-

pacity is concerned. Consequently, 

the Government now has to pick up 

the pieces, rebuild, reconstruct,  and 

equip these very important organiza-

tions with the requisite tools moving 

forward.  

Finally, for those who are com-

paring the U.S investigative capacity 

for money laundering crimes to that 

of Guyana’s, it is by far an unfair and 

unintelligible comparison. The U.S is 

a country whose resources and capa-

bilities, intelligence network, institu-

tional, human, and technological 

capabilities, and capacity are 200 

years advanced in contrast to ours. 

Therefore, what is of utmost impor-

tance that seems to have evaded the 

intellectual wisdom of some com-

mentators, is that Guyana needs to 

deepen its co-operation with the U.S, 

seek out their support in this regard to 

continue developing our capacity and 

capabilities, which is precisely what 

the Government is pursuing—not 

only with the U.S but other interna-

tional partners.  
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THE International Development 

& Relief Foundation (IDRF) cele-

brated a significant milestone with the 

successful showcase of its CAD$2.9 

million “Safeguarding the Human Dig-

nity and Rights of Populations at Risk 

for Ill-Mental Health in Vulnerable 

Communities across Guyana” (SPAR) 

project. 

The event, held on Wednesday at 

the Marriott Hotel in Georgetown, 

highlighted the project’s achievements 

in suicide prevention since its incep-

tion in 2022. 

The Project Showcase served as a 

platform to spotlight the SPAR proj-

ect’s progress, including nationwide 

Gatekeeper Training on Suicide Pre-

vention and the launch of an innova-

tive Mental Health Portal aimed at 

fostering community resilience and 

mental well-being. 

Minister of Health, Dr. Frank An-

thony, expressed strong support for the 

initiative, stating, “We in Guyana have 

been actively addressing high suicide 

rates, and this project contributes to 

that reduction. By providing in-person 

training on suicide prevention and 

launching an online mental health por-

tal, the population is able to access re-

sources and educate themselves. This 

is the future.” Minister Anthony also 

acknowledged Canada’s strong support 

in other areas such as maternal, new-

born and child health (MNCH), and 

sexual and reproductive health (SRH). 

Nabil Ali, IDRF’s Chief Operat-

ing Officer, remarked, “This event not 

only showcases the tangible outcomes 

of our collaborative efforts but also un-

derscores the deepening relationship 

between Canada and Guyana in ad-

dressing critical mental health chal-

lenges. Through strategic partnerships 

with local stakeholders and govern-

ment ministries, including the Ministry 

of Health and Ministry of Education, 

IDRF has significantly enhanced men-

tal health literacy and support systems 

in Guyana.” 

Canada’s High Commissioner to 

Guyana commended the Government 

of Guyana for its ongoing efforts to ad-

dress mental health, most recently with 

the launch of the country’s national 

mental health action plan and national 

suicide prevention plan (2024-2030). 

“Mental illness is not a Guyanese 

problem, or even a Canadian problem, 

it is a global problem from which no 

society is immune,” he noted, while 

pledging Canada’s commitment to sup-

porting Guyana’s efforts to address 

mental health as well as to the wider 

health sector. 

\The event drew a diverse audi-

ence of stakeholders, including gov-

ernment officials, community leaders, 

educators, and representatives from 

non-governmental organisations. Dis-

cussions and presentations under-

scored the importance of sustained 

investment in mental health initiatives 

to build resilient communities and em-

power individuals facing mental health 

challenges. Moving forward, IDRF re-

mains dedicated to expanding its im-

pact and supporting sustainable mental 

health solutions in Guyana. For more 

information on IDRF’s SPAR project 

and its ongoing efforts in mental health 

advocacy, please visit IDRF’s project 

page.
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Canada-backed mental health project 
makes strides in Guyana
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BY 2027, ExxonMobil Guyana is 

poised to surpass the milestone of pro-

ducing 1.3 million barrels per day 

(bpd), a significant achievement that 

promises to not only boost the com-

pany’s revenue but bring substantial 

benefits to the people of Guyana. 

This is according to Vice President 

and Business Service Manager of 

ExxonMobil Guyana, Phillip Rietema, 

as he discussed the oil giant’s 2023 fi-

nancial statement on this week’s 

episode of the Energy Perspective Pod-

cast, which is produced by the Guyana 

Energy Conference and Supply Chain 

Expo. 

By the end of 2023, ExxonMobil, 

the operator and co-venturer of the lu-

crative Stabroek Block offshore 

Guyana, had made $614.6 billion in 

profits. 

And that profit occurs at a time 

when the company’s annual revenue 

was $1.1 trillion and its overall operat-

ing expenses were estimated to be 

$356.1 billion. 

He stated that the corporation has 

three other development projects—Yel-

lowtail, Uaru and Whiptail—set to 

begin production in 2025, 2026, and 

2027, respectively. 

Each project is estimated to gener-

ate 250,000 barrels per day, bringing the 

total offshore oil output in Guyana to 

more than 1.3 million barrels per day. 

This will take the company’s an-

nual revenue to US$30 billion, Rietema 

noted. 

“Oil produced is revenue produced 

as revenue to be shared amongst the 

people of Guyana and our shareholder 

group,” the official said. 

He termed the earnings as “big 

numbers” and stated that they present 

an opportunity for Guyana to grow and 

develop. He assured that ExxonMobil 

has implemented strategic policies to 

manage the resources effectively and 

elaborated on the economic impact of 

this milestone. 

“It is not just about the revenues 

we generate. It is what we can do with 

the investment dollars. Our operations 

are now employing over 6,000 

Guyanese throughout the value chain 

and that grows every month. We have 

over 1,700 unique Guyanese businesses 

that are doing business in the oil and gas 

industry. Ten years ago, there were very 

few people working in the industry and 

very few businesses.” 

The enhanced revenue streams are 

anticipated to support various develop-

mental projects and initiatives aimed at 

improving the quality of life for 

Guyanese citizens. 

The government has been making 

significant investments in key areas 

such as infrastructure, healthcare, and 

education. 

Turning his attention to the gas-to-

energy project, Rietema stated that it is 

a transformative project for the country. 

The project will harness natural 

gas from the Stabroek Block, chan-

nelling it through a 200-kilometre 

pipeline to a new power plant and Nat-

ural Gas Liquids (NGL) facility at 

Wales, West Bank Demerara (WBD). 

He explained: “The revenues are 

really nice but the gas-to-energy proj-

ect… it is clear that that is going to im-

pact every single individual in the 

country. Cheap, reliable power is really 

fundamental to development and you 

can only imagine the different busi-

nesses that are going to be coming here 

and looking to use that for their manu-

facturing, job creating et cetera.” 

June 2024, marked 25 years since 

ExxonMobil has been in Guyana. 

ExxonMobil is the operator of the 

offshore 6.6 million-acre Stabroek 

Block. 

Along with its partners Hess 

Guyana Exploration and CNOOC Pe-

troleum Guyana, a consortium was 

formed to find and exploit petroleum 

from the area. 

ExxonMobil Guyana holds a 45 

per cent stake, followed by Hess 

Guyana Exploration with 30 per cent 

and CNOOC Nexen Petroleum Guyana 

with 25 per cent. 

According to the Vice President, 

the three companies have invested $6 

trillion (US $30 billion) and have recov-

ered US $20 billion thus far. He stated 

that they are committed to investing US 

$55 billion and plan to remain in busi-

ness here for decades. 

He highlighted that the oil con-

tracts have made these investments pos-

sible. 

In terms of profits, he stated that 

the people of Guyana will always re-

ceive the “lion’s share”. “About 52 per 

cent of the profit is for Guyana and 48 

per cent for the contractor.” 

He explained that 2023 was a 

“record year” for the Natural Resource 

Fund (NRF) as inflows stood at $330M. 

The Natural Resource Fund Act of 2019 

established the NRF to manage 

Guyana’s natural resource wealth for 

the benefit of the people now and in the 

future, as well as for the country’s long-

term growth. 

Moreover, Rietema explained that 

Guyana’s Stabroek Block developments 

compete globally and are among the top 

deepwater projects in the world. 

He stated that these projects have 

a competitive advantage over many oth-

ers around the world due to their 

breakeven spread, which can survive 

market volatility. 

“They are some of the best deep-

water projects in the world. We are very 

proud of them. I know our chairman has 

said something to the effect of we ex-

pect that the Guyana projects that we 

are doing in Stabroek will go down as 

one of the greatest deepwater projects 

in the industry’s history,” he added. 

Since the first discovery in 2015, 

the company has three projects—Liza 

1, Liza 2 and Payara—producing over 

600,000 barrels a day. The prolific 

Stabroek Block has solidified Guyana’s 

position as a major player in the global 

oil industry and the fastest-growing 

economy in the world.

Higher oil production will bring en-
hanced economic benefits to Guyana

Vice President and Business Service Manager of ExxonMobil Guyana, Phillip Rietema

Exxon’s offices in Georgetown



EQUALITY NEWS 11THURSDAY JULY 4 2024

OWING to critical investments 

made by the government, Guyana has 

seen thousands of new start-ups and 

small businesses being established, Peo-

ple’s Progressive Party (PPP) General 

Secretary Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo has said. 

Dr. Jagdeo pointed to this at a press 

conference at his party’s Georgetown 

Headquarters on Thursday, when he also 

disclosed that some 2,000 new small 

contractors have also entered the coun-

try’s buzzing construction arena. 

“Thousands of new start-ups, small 

businesses, even contractors; we have 

had about 2,000 new contractors who 

have been bidding below $15 million for 

small works. Almost all those concrete 

roads in the villages, around the country, 

around the region are done by small con-

tractors,” Dr. Jagdeo told reporters. 

He said that this was made possible 

due to the government’s efforts to em-

power small business owners and con-

tractors. 

“We have put in place a system 

where more people have received direct 

transfers from the government. We have 

done this through co-investment in some 

areas to allow small business growth, 

and we have seen a proliferation,” Dr. 

Jagdeo said. 

In 2023, the Government of 

Guyana signed a $100 million agree-

ment with the Small Business Develop-

ment Finance Trust Incorporated, 

targetting lending to small and micro-en-

terprises in various sectors of the econ-

omy. 

The government, Dr. Jagdeo high-

lighted, recognises the role of small 

businesses in the country’s economy, 

and as such, there is a specific support 

system for them. 

In 2023, over 2,500 grants were 

given to small-business owners at a 

value of over G$680 million. 

Also, 61 loans were guaranteed 

through the Small Business Bureau 

(SBB)’s partner financial institutions 

valued at $569 million. 

Senior Communications Manager 

of the Ministry of Tourism, Industry, and 

Commerce, Cordell McClure had previ-

ously said that since 2020, over 7,000 

clients have benefitted from training in 

their respective fields, which aims to 

build the capacity of small businesses 

and to contribute to a more robust sec-

tor. 

McClure had said that grants are 

meant to serve as a launching pad or 

start-up initiative, and incentives and 

loan guarantees offer competitive inter-

est rates and facilitate business expan-

sion by providing access to 

much-needed capital. 

He also said that the government 

and the SBB support and investments 

are geared towards realising growth in 

the small business sector. 

Gov’t investment fosters devel-
opment of small businesses

Over 2500 grants were given to small business owners 
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US lauds Guyana relationship as it 
celebrates 248th independence day
AT the 248th Independence Day 

celebration held at the Pegasus Suites 

Hotel, U.S. Ambassador to Guyana, 

Nicole Theriot, praised the robust bilat-

eral relationship and thriving commer-

cial ties between Guyana and the United 

States. 

In her presentation, Ambassador 

Theriot emphasised the strengthened re-

lationship between the two nations, not-

ing that over 100 U.S. companies are 

currently operating in Guyana. “Our 

commercial ties are deeper than ever; 

just a few years ago, we created a few 

hundred million US dollars’ worth of 

goods, but last year we surpassed 4.6 bil-

lion USD. We now have over 100 US 

companies in Guyana, and that number 

is growing every single day,” she stated. 

Ambassador Theriot highlighted 

the significant contributions of U.S. 

businesses to Guyana’s economic 

growth, which sustain the employment 

of thousands of locals through trade mis-

sions, seminars, and interactions be-

tween the private sectors. She expressed 

hope for a better future for Guyana and 

all Guyanese, facilitated by these eco-

nomic activities. 

The ambassador pointed out that 

U.S. business ventures in Guyana span 

various sectors. “Energy is, of course, 

the key economic driver, but we see ac-

tivities in the areas of healthcare and ed-

ucation, agriculture, and new US 

technologies are being adopted by 

Guyanese firms and the government to 

make them more efficient and competi-

tive,” Theriot said. 

Additionally, Ambassador Theriot 

acknowledged the construction of nu-

merous US-branded hotels and restau-

rants in and around Georgetown. She 

mentioned that the US information tech-

nology (IT) office in Guyana is running 

several programmes aimed at supporting 

women’s economic security, food secu-

rity, small business incubation, and in-

stitutional strengthening. 

The ambassador also affirmed the 

US support for Guyana’s vision of be-

coming the food hub of the Caribbean. 

She explained the US initiative to work 

with local products such as turmeric, co-

conut, and West Indian cherries to mar-

ket both domestically and 

internationally. 

Finally, Ambassador Theriot high-

lighted the efforts of Peace Corps volun-

teers from the United States, who are 

working throughout Guyana in collabo-

ration with schools and government 

agencies. “They work alongside com-

munities in the critical areas of literacy, 

health, and the environment,” she noted. 

The ambassador’s remarks under-

scored the deep and expanding partner-

ship between Guyana and the United 

States, celebrating the shared achieve-

ments and future prospects of this endur-

ing bilateral relationship.

US Ambassador to Guyana, Nicole Theriot
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WITH Guyana surpassing its pro-

duction target of brackish water (swamp) 

shrimp, the Government of Guyana has 

revealed plans to boost the processing 

and packaging of the local produce to tap 

into the lucrative diaspora markets. 

According to President Dr. Irfaan 

Ali, the country is already exporting its 

local produce in bulk to the diaspora; 

however, he believes there is room to 

add value to the produce. 

“We are now producing 708 per 

cent more swamp shrimp than we were 

producing a year-and-a-half ago, but we 

are still exporting it in bulk in the dias-

pora. We can add value by packaging 

and processing, and as we build out the 

aquaculture [sector],” the head of state 

said during a recent engagement with 

agro-processors and other stakeholders. 

The government, he noted, has al-

ready outlined a strategic plan to not 

only increase the country’s food produc-

tion, but also create an agriculture sector 

that is rooted in sustainability to meet 

both local and regional food-security 

goals. 

“The true colour of Guyana is in 

our ability to produce and export food of 

high quality all across the region and 

around the world. You will realise that 

the emergent strategy and strong invest-

ment in the agriculture sector is to create 

an enabling environment; the space and 

the competitiveness that is necessary to 

position our country’s agriculture pro-

duce and product as a high-quality dif-

ferentiated brand in the regional and 

international market,” the president ex-

plained. 

He noted that already, the govern-

ment is establishing regional and sub-re-

gional food production hubs. These will 

see Guyana producing, processing and 

packaging commodities for its local and 

regional demands. 

“We have a massive agri-invest-

ment plan that we are rolling out, and the 

plan is not only about planting and intro-

ducing new crops. It is critically inte-

grated into the overarching economic 

framework,” President Ali said. 

Currently, Guyana is leading the 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) re-

gional bloc in slashing its US$6 billion 

food-import expenditure by 25 per cent 

by 2025. 

Meanwhile, Agriculture Minister 

Zulfikar Mustapha, in a recent interview 

with this newspaper, explained that the 

country was able to surpass its produc-

tion target for brackish water shrimp in 

the roll out phase of the project. 

According to Mustapha, the project 

which was first launched back in 2021 is 

now 70 per cent complete. 

Initially, the ministry had set a pro-

duction target of producing 10,000 kilo-

grammes of shrimp per month, but the 

farms that have been established are now 

producing 135,000 kilogrammes. 

“We have started the production of 

fresh- water prawns at Onverwagt, and 

we have increased the production of 

brackish water shrimp there. In Berbice, 

we have moved the amount from 10,000 

kilogrammes monthly to 135,000 kilo-

grammes and we haven’t completed the 

entire project as yet. It is about 70 per 

cent.” 

“At the end of project, we would be 

producing approximately 120,000 kilo-

grammes but now we are 70 per cent 

into the project and we have already sur-

passed that figure,” Mustapha added. 

Mustapha is now optimistic that 

when the project is fully completed pro-

duction could increase to over 200,000 

kilogrammes monthly. 

In 2023, Guyana earned approxi-

mately $1.3 billion from the production 

of brackish water shrimp for the period 

between January to November of that 

year. 

The ministry had recorded a total of 

815,496 kilogrammes of shrimp being 

produced for the period between January 

to November. This showed a 49 per cent 

increase when compared to the 548,900 

kilogrammes produced over the same 

period in 2022. 

In 2023, Guyana saw the highest 

marine production in the past 5 years, 

with over 42,000 metric tonnes.

Guyana eyes Diaspora markets with 
processed, packaged shrimp

Guyana Agriculture Minister Zulkifar Mustapha



WITH the intention to build a 

world-class healthcare system in 

Guyana, works on six new regional hos-

pitals across the country are moving 

apace and on track for completion by the 

end of 2024. 

This was highlighted in a recent 

production which shed light on the on-

going construction of the hospitals at 

Anna Regina, Region Two; De 

Kinderen, Region Three; Diamond and 

Enmore, Region Four; Bath, Region 

Five, and Skeldon Region Six. 

Late last year, it was noted that the 

foundations for all six health facilities 

were laid, and that infrastructure works 

would start to take shape at all sites. 

The production, called, “Big 

Things Happening”, highlighted the sig-

nificant infrastructure works that are on-

going at the six sites. 

At the Skeldon Hospital site, Min-

ister of Health Dr. Frank Anthony had 

said that they were there to examine the 

pace at which the construction is going. 

“Given the development that is 

going to be happening in this part of Re-

gion Six, and in anticipation of a new 

bridge from Suriname, this here is obvi-

ously going to be an area where a lot of 

growth will happen,” he had said. 

Meanwhile, at Bath, Region Five, 

Member of Parliament Faizal Jaffarally 

stated that the construction of the hospi-

tal is a demonstration of the further com-

mitment by the Government of Guyana 

to improve healthcare delivery. 

“When it has been completed, there 

will be no need for us as residents of Re-

gion Five to travel all the way to 

Georgetown as we normally do,” he 

said. 

These facilities will have 24-hour 

Accident and Emergency, 24-hour labs, 

a suite of imaging services, including ul-

trasound, digital X-Ray, and CT scans, 

along with operation theatres and more. 

The six hospitals are being con-

structed through a partnership with 

China’s Sinopharm International, and 

serve as part of a larger $37.2 billion ini-

tiative that will modernise the regional 

healthcare system in Guyana.
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Works moving apace on six regional 
hospitals, says Health Minister

The new Bath Regional Hospital in Region Five
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Five Location To 

www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Sunlight

Dishwashing

Liquid Lavender 562 ml

Grace Jerk

Barbecue Sauce 
480 ml

Red Bull

Malta

275 ml

Sherbon

Mango Juice Drink 
2 L

National

Spice Bun

12 oz

Grace Virgin

Coconut Oil
500 ml

Club Supreme

Black Pepper
280 g

each

Dunn’s River

Ackee
540 ml

2993/
$2

2/
$5

3/
$2

2/
$3

2/
$5

1099
each

699

399
each 599

each

TMPR
Alcohol Solution
473 ml

2/
$3Royal Oak

Lump Charcoal
8.81 lb

each

each

Mr Goudas

Red Kidney Beans
15 lb

Sabina Green

Pigeon Peas
425 ml

$25ea.2/220129
each

Grace

Instant Oats
1 kg

Marshall

Sardine In 

Tomato Sauce 425 g
2/

$5

2/
$5

Angostura Chill

Lemon Lime Bitters

Drink 750 ml

Wonderfarm

Coconut Water

310 ml

Supligen Instant 

Breakfast Beverage
250 ml 139

each 1499
each

Grace Long Grain

White Rice
8 kg

Red Rain

Energy Drink
355 ml eac99¢

Super Kill !!

Roach & Ant Killer
375 g 899

each
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Serve You Better

Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
a

rk
a

m
 R

d
.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
e

rf
o

rd
 R

d
. 

S
o

u
th

.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
e

rs
to

n
e

 D
r.

M
a

rt
in

 G
ro

v
e

 R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
a

w
tr

a
 R

d
.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
e

e
le

 S
t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Although we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

 Specials in Effect Thu. July 4th
until Wed. July 10th, 2024 Five Locations To Serve You Better

Salted
Pig Tail

$249
lb

Fresh Seafood Catches
Fresh Atlantic 
Whole Salmon

lb as is
$399

Delicious Jamaican Dish

$499
lb as is

Fresh Yellow Tail
Snappers

Fresh Golden
Groupers

lb as is
$699

Under New Management

Frozen Easy Cooked 
Trimmed Oxtail

$799
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

lb as is
$799

Frozen
King Fish Steak

Fresh Cooking

Bananas

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$499
Frozen

199
lb 119

lb

Frozen King

Conch Meat

1299
Equal 64.95/5 lb Box

lb

Fresh Exceldor 
Chicken Leg 

Quarters

6899
With Purchase of 2 cases or

More Thursday To Sunday Only

$999
bag

Burnt 
Goat Head

Fresh Jamaican

Pumpkin

Frozen Fu Yang
Headless White or Tiger

Shrimp 500 g

$999
ea

Dry Coconut

Fresh or Frozen Centre 
Cut Beef Shank Steak

$449
lblb

2 /399 229
lb

Large Eddoes

lb as is
$599

Fresh Brazilian
Red Snapper

1999

Frozen
Chicken Wings

$699

Salted Large
Cod Fish

lb
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!

AFTER spending six and a half 

months exposed to rigorous training in 

both Canada and Guyana, five 

Guyanese have graduated as helicop-

ter search and rescue swimmers. 

They are the first set of Guyanese 

to ever hold such a certification. A 

graduation ceremony was recently 

held at the OHI/Omni Helicopters 

Hanger, Eugene F. Correia Interna-

tional Airport (EFCIA), East Coast 

Demerara. 

Speaking on behalf of the gradu-

ates, Ishwar Parhbu told the gathering 

that for six and a half months they 

were exposed to a rigorous and dy-

namic training programme hinged pri-

marily on their physical ability in the 

water from icy cold to humid tempera-

tures which tested their reach. 

He said that they started their 

training in a pool to hone their skills in 

swimming after which they were in-

troduced to the more complex search 

and rescue aspect via the helicopter 

using the basket method. 

Prabhu stated that they bonded as 

a team and encouraged each other to 

become successful. He emphasised 

that they were happy with their 

achievement. 

Another graduate, Daniel Yorris, 

in his remarks highlighted their train-

ing journey and heaped praises on the 

training team of five that guided them 

throughout the process. 

He said that they will equip them-

selves with empathy and integrity to 

fulfill their mandate as Guyana’s first-

ever helicopter search and rescue 

swimmers. 

During the ceremony, the five 

graduates were presented with their 

certificates for successfully complet-

ing the programme. 

Giving an overview of the course, 

Chris Mackay said the five graduates 

successfully completed an extensive 

training programme to prepare them 

and during that time, they showed ex-

ceptional courage and the ability to 

learn. 

He related that their training 

began in January this year and it was 

to improve their skills through being 

in an extreme environment both lo-

cally and overseas where they re-

ceived hands-on training on land and 

in the water under the guidance of ex-

pert trainers. 

Meanwhile, Omni Country Man-

ager, Peter Gay told the gathering that 

it was a highly coordinated training 

programme geared towards sharing 

expertise.

Five certified as  
Guyana’s first-ever  

helicopter search and  
rescue swimmers
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THE Guyana Gold and Diamond 

Miners Association (GGDMA) has ex-

pressed strong support for the govern-

ment’s recent initiatives to enhance the 

mining sector’s integrity and efficiency. 

Following a weekend meeting be-

tween GGDMA executives and govern-

ment officials, new measures were 

announced to tackle illegal mining and 

smuggling. 

The government has committed to 

several actions to address these issues, 

which include: 

Designating Specific Landings: 

Identifying and regularising specific 

areas in the interior to serve as desig-

nated landings for mining activities. 

Enhancing Legitimacy: Imple-

menting additional mechanisms to ver-

ify the legitimacy of individuals 

conducting business within mining 

communities. 

Controlling Movement: More ag-

gressively managing the movement of 

itinerant individuals, including shop 

owners and miners, and accounting for 

all persons conducting business in the 

interior. 

Strategic Operations: Conducting 

targeted operations in clusters known 

for raiding activities, addressing con-

flicts of tenure, and ensuring smoother 

operations. 

Increased Surveillance: Enhancing 

surveillance on entities trading vulner-

able minerals to prevent illegal activi-

ties. 

The GGDMA in a press release, on 

Monday, stated that it has welcomed 

these measures which aim to curb ille-

gal practices and improve sector opera-

tions. The association emphasised its 

ongoing collaboration with the govern-

ment to address rogue elements that un-

dermine the Guyana Geology and 

Mines Commission (GGMC). 

Since taking office, the GGDMA 

noted that the current administration has 

reinstated previously removed incen-

tives and introduced new ones to sup-

port the mining industry and boost 

declarations. The Minister of Natural 

Resources has maintained direct en-

gagement with operators and stakehold-

ers, working to resolve issues and pro-

mote fair practices. 

The GGDMA reminded miners of 

their responsibility to ensure accurate 

declarations, increase production, and 

collaborate with the government to re-

duce illegal operations. 

In the statement, the GGDMA re-

iterated its support for the government 

and the Ministry of Natural Resources 

in their efforts to enhance production, 

increase declarations, and curb smug-

gling in the sector.

Gold Miners applaud Gov’t action 
against illegal mining activities

A gold mine in Guyana

Find it in an Equality ad 
Call 647-216-2359
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AS several Caribbean countries 

brace themselves for the impact of Hur-

ricane Beryl and others begin to assess 

the damage it has left behind, Guyana’s 

President and Chairman of the 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM), 

Dr. Irfaan Ali, has called for the mobili-

sation of the necessary assistance and re-

lief efforts. 

In a statement released on Monday, 

Dr. Ali made a passionate plea for re-

gional unity and a wholistic approach to 

the destructive Category 4 hurricane. 

“As Chairman of the Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM), I express 

deep concern and continued anxiety 

over the passage of Hurricane Beryl 

through our region. Initial reports have 

indicated significant damage and de-

struction to infrastructure and private 

property in some territories. As this 

weather phenomenon roars its way 

through the Region, we must continue to 

brace ourselves against the effects of 

high winds, storm surges along sea 

coasts, and heavy rainfall,” he said. 

Further, he said that, in light of 

these challenging times, all citizens and 

the private sector of the region should 

coordinate closely with their respective 

governments and regional emergency 

response mechanisms in providing im-

mediate support and relief to those af-

fected by the hurricane. 

According to Dr. Ali, the Caribbean 

Disaster Emergency Management 

Agency (CDEMA) is already working 

to mobilise and coordinate assistance 

and disaster relief even as the storm is 

still passing through the Windward Is-

lands. 

”This is a time for all of us as a re-

gional community to stand together and 

extend our support to those impacted or 

likely to be impacted by Hurricane 

Beryl. Let us mobilise the necessary as-

sistance and relief efforts in the true 

spirit of regional solidarity. 

“Together, we can overcome the 

adversities posed by this hurricane and 

ensure the safety and well-being of all 

our peoples and communities,” he 

added. 

In a statement on Monday, the 

CDEMA Coordinating Unit (CU) and 

key partners said they stand ready to as-

sist participating states as the region 

braces for the first major hurricane of 

the 2024 Atlantic Hurricane Season. 

The Civil Defence Commission 

(CDC) of Guyana, is working in collab-

oration with the CDEMA to ensure a co-

ordinated and effective response. 

Roofs were blown off houses as 

Hurricane Beryl brought high winds to 

St Vincent and the Grenadines 

During a Caribbean Development 

Partners Group (CDPG) meeting held 

Monday and involving over 166 part-

ners from local, regional and interna-

tional agencies, plans were shared in 

preparation for the hurricane. 

The CDPG was co-chaired by 

CDEMA’s Executive Director, Elizabeth 

Riley and the United Nations (UN) Res-

ident Coordinator for Barbados and the 

Eastern Caribbean, Simon Springett. 

Major stakeholders in attendance at 

the meeting included the Prime Minister 

of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Ralph 

Gonsalves; Prime Minister of Grenada, 

Dickon Mitchell; National Disaster Co-

ordinators and Ministers who gave up-

dates on activation of National Emer-

gency Operation Centres, logistics, com-

munication as well as relief and 

response to the levels of impact. 

The CDEMA CU activated its Re-

gional Coordination Plan on June 29, 

and continues to monitor the progress of 

Hurricane Beryl and remains committed 

to supporting affected countries. 

 

Guyana mobilising support mis-
sion to help battered islands

Home for sale: 

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice. 

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toi-

lets, central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water 

filter, automatic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new 

perkins generator no blackouts ready to move in and start 

dwelling, concrete yard. 

For more information contact via WhatsApp: 

+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

Hurricane Beryl battered the tiny island of Carriacou

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and 
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month! 

www.limemag.ca
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): You need to get your act 
together quickly, because there is a danger that you will be too 
laidback in your attitude and miss out on opportunities that are 
perfect for you. There is still plenty of time to do something 
amazing – or even several somethings! 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): It may look as if you are 
in a state of hibernation at the moment but just because you 
are not active in a visible sense does not mean your brain is 
not working. On the contrary, your mind will be on the go 
every single second today. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): The pace of life may be 
hectic now but you have what it takes to stay ahead of the 
game. Your enthusiasm for one project in particular can take 
you to new heights of accomplishment over the coming week. 
Settle for nothing less than total success. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Don’t just sit back and 
wait for life to bring good stuff your way – get out there in the 
world and make it happen! The approaching new moon will 
bring opportunities that most people hardly dare dream about, 
but for you they are there for the taking. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): You will have to juggle several 
tasks at once as the new week begins but that won’t worry you 
in the slightest, in fact you will enjoy the challenge. Your self-
belief is such that the thought of failure won’t enter your head 
for a single moment. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): If you know what you 
want there is no doubt at all that you can find a way to get it. 
Keep reminding yourself of that fact over the next few days 
and don’t be surprised when what you get is even more fan-
tastic than you had hoped for. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): Go out of your way to be 
nice to people today, because the more you give of yourself 
now the more the universe will give back to you around the 
time of Friday’s new moon. Being agreeable is not only good 
manners, it’s good business too. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): If a colleague suggests 
that you work together on something that you suspect may not 
be entirely legitimate then you must be mentally and morally 
strong enough to say “no thank you”. You don’t need to break 
the rules to be a success. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): You may think you 
don’t have enough money in the bank to do everything you 
want to do today but is that true or are you looking for ex-
cuses? Forget about how much your activities may cost and 
just go for them. You’ll find ways to pay. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): The more someone 
tries to persuade you to tone down your ambitions the more 
obvious it will be that you are doing the right thing. The only 
reason they are trying to hold you back is because they fear 
your efforts will outshine their own – and they will! 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Why are you trying so 
hard to live up to the expectations that other people have of 
you? Why put yourself under that sort of strain? The planets 
urge you to be your own person and do your own thing every 
minute of every day. Ignore everyone else. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Good fortune is heading 
your way and if it hasn’t arrived by the time the moon is new 
on Friday then your parents must have forgotten your correct 
date of birth. Be positive in thought and decisive in action and 
you WILL experience some kind of magic.

Indian film at Cannes made by 
half a million farmers

Our  
advertising works! 
Try a low cost ad in 

Equality News and reap 
the benefits of the only 

print weekly newspaper. 
Call 647-216-2359 for 

rates

Many villagers of Gujarat acted in the film, which was produced by milk farmers

In the mid-1970s, half a million dairy farmers 

in India's western state of Gujarat contributed two 

rupees each to make a ground-breaking film. 

 

Manthan (The Churning), directed by vener-

ated filmmaker Shyam Benegal, became the coun-

try's first crowd-funded film. 

The 134-minute 1976 film was a fictionalised 

narrative of the genesis of a dairy cooperative 

movement that transformed India from a milk-de-

ficient nation to the world's leading milk producer. 

The story drew inspiration from Verghese Kurien 

- known as the "Milkman of India" for revolution-

ising milk production in the country. (India today 

accounts for nearly a quarter of the global milk 

production.) 

Nearly 50 years after it was made, a pristinely 

restored Manthan is receiving a red-carpet world 

premiere this week at the Cannes Film Festival, 

alongside classics from Jean-Luc Godard, Akira 

Kurosawa and Wim Wenders. Restoring the film 

was a challenge, according to Shivendra Singh 

Dungarpur, award-winning filmmaker, archivist 

and restorer. 

All that remained of Manthan was a damaged 

negative and two faded prints. The negative had 

been ravaged by fungus, leaving vertical green 

lines across many sections. The sound negative 

was entirely destroyed, forcing the restorers to rely 

on the sound from the sole surviving print. 

The restorers salvaged the negative and one 

of the prints. They borrowed and digitised the 

sound from the print, and repaired the film. The 

scanning and digital clean-up were conducted at a 

Chennai lab under the supervision of a renowned 

Bologna-based film restoration lab, with both 

Benegal and his long-time cinematographer 

Govind Nihalani overseeing the project. The film's 

sound was fixed and improved at the Bologna lab. 

Some 17 months later, Manthan was reborn 

in ultra high definition 4K. Benegal, one of the 

doyens of Indian cinema, says the film remains 

very close to his heart. 

"It is wonderful to see the film come back to 

life almost like we made it yesterday. It looks bet-

ter than the first print," the 89-year-old filmmaker 

says. 

Benegal recounts that, egged on by Kurien, 

he had produced several documentaries on Opera-

tion Flood - India's milk revolution - and rural mar-

keting initiatives. When he suggested a feature 

film to Kurien, saying that documentaries mainly 

reached those "converted to the cause", Kurien 

balked. He told Benegal that there were no funds 

available to make the film, given his refusal to ac-

cept money from farmers. 

Under the cooperative model, small farmers 

would bring and sell milk in the mornings and 

evenings to a network of collection centres in Gu-

jarat. The milk was then transported to dairies for 

processing into butter and other products. 

Kurien proposed that the collection centres 

deduct two rupees from each farmer, enabling all 

of them to become producers. The collected funds 

financed the making of the film. "The farmers 

readily agreed because we were telling their story," 

says Benegal. 

Manthan boasted a stellar cast, featuring 

Girish Karnad, Smita Patil, Naseeruddin Shah, 

Amrish Puri, Kulbhushan Kharbanda and Mohan 

Agashe in key roles. Vijay Tendulkar, a prominent 

Indian playwright, contributed multiple scripts, 

with Benegal selecting one for the film. Renowned 

composer Vanraj Bhatia scored the music. 

In the film, a city-bred government veterinary 

doctor and his team arrive in a deeply divided vil-

lage in Gujarat with plans to start a dairy coopera-

tive. As he starts his work, the vet is caught in the 

tumultuous politics of change and faces challenges 

from a private dairy owner, the village head and a 

volatile local milkman. 

"Manthan is a microcosmic picture of trans-

formative politics... Benegal offers a brilliant so-

cial critique of a situation in which government 

bureaucrats enter a village and try to change the 

social and economic perspectives of its inhabi-

tants," wrote Sangeeta Datta, author of World Di-

rector Series: Shyam Benegal. 

Money was tight and the 45-day shoot was a 

challenge. Nihalani remembers using a "patchwork 

of different film stocks" to shoot the film. The crew 

lived as a close-knit family in the village, where 

many residents also acted in the film. The cast did 

not change their costumes throughout the shooting, 

so "that they looked worn in the village", said 

Datta. 

Kurien released the film initially in Gujarat to 

a rousing reception. "The film did brilliantly be-

cause its largest audience was also the film's pro-

ducers. Every day we had this incredible sight of 

truckloads of people coming in from all over to see 

the film," says Benegal. 



The government of Antigua and 

Barbuda is taking a significant step to-

wards criminal justice reform by pro-

posing legislation aimed at expunging 

criminal records for individuals con-

victed of possessing small amounts of 

cannabis.  

This initiative will clear the 

records of those affected, enabling 

them to legally declare a lack of prior 

arrests or juvenile delinquency in vari-

ous legal and professional contexts. 

In a pivotal move scheduled for 

July, the Parliament of Antigua and 

Barbuda will convene to discuss and 

potentially pass this transformative leg-

islation.  

This development follows a his-

torical context where previous attempts 

at expunging minor offenses, enacted 

in 2013, were not implemented. 

The proposed legislation builds on 

the Misuse of Drugs (Amendment) Act 

of March 2018, which decriminalized 

the possession of up to 15 grams of 

cannabis or cannabis resin.  

Notably, while this amendment 

eased penalties for small-scale posses-

sion, it did not legalize the sale of 

cannabis, and strict penalties remain 

for such activities.  

Additionally, current regulations 

allow households to cultivate no more 

than four cannabis plants, with posses-

sion beyond this limit still considered 

illegal.
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The High Commission of Canada 

has announced a contribution of 

CAN$101,000 to three non-governmen-

tal organizations in Dominica through 

the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives 

(CFLI). 

Following a competitive proposal 

process, Lifeline Ministries Inc., 

Kibe’Kuati Inc., and the Dominica 

Olympic Committee were selected as 

part of nine CFLI projects in the Eastern 

Caribbean for 2024-2025. 

Building on last year’s success, 

Lifeline Ministries Inc. will receive 

CAN$30,000 for the second phase of its 

‘Lifeline Safe Refuge Project,’ which 

provides safe accommodation and sup-

port for survivors of sexual and gender-

based violence (SGBV). This funding 

will also enhance intake services for a 

local SGBV helpline supported by the 

Bureau of Gender Affairs and the Maria 

Holder Memorial Trust. 

Kibe’Kuati Inc. will receive an ad-

ditional CAN$36,000 to expand its edu-

cation and rehabilitation program for 

SGBV survivors in the Kalinago Terri-

tory. This program includes academic 

guidance, vocational training, childcare 

support, parenting classes, and SGBV 

counseling for both survivors and perpe-

trators, fostering healthier relationships. 

High Commissioner of Canada, 

H.E. Lilian Chatterjee, praised the ongo-

ing partnerships, stating, “We are 

pleased to continue our partnerships with 

Lifeline Ministries Inc. and Kibe’Kuati 

Inc. whose 2023 projects exemplified in-

novative and community-based ap-

proaches to address sexual and 

gender-based violence. These organiza-

tions are providing critical support to 

their communities, to Dominica’s social 

services sector and to the country at-

large. We applaud their steadfast com-

mitment to end SGBV and build a safer 

Dominica.” 

In a new partnership, Canada is pro-

viding CAN$35,000 to the Dominica 

Olympic Committee for the ‘Rising 

Tides: Essential Skills for Empowering 

Coastal Communities’ project. This ini-

tiative targets marginalized groups, of-

fering aquatic safety training and marine 

education to promote environmental 

stewardship and reduce water-related ac-

cidents in Soufriere and surrounding 

areas. 

High Commissioner Chatterjee re-

marked, “This is our first CFLI partner-

ship with the Dominica Olympic Com-

mittee. The youth-driven project 

advances several priority areas for 

Canada in the Eastern Caribbean, includ-

ing advancing the empowerment of 

women and girls and prioritizing diver-

sity and inclusion in taking climate ac-

tion. We eagerly look forward to the 

positive impact this project will have on 

Dominica’s coastal communities.” 

The CFLI supports small-scale, 

high-impact projects in developing coun-

tries. This year, the High Commission of 

Canada distributed CAN$300,000 

among organizations in Dominica, 

Grenada, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent 

and the Grenadines, including the 

Grenada Community Development 

Agency and the Do-Nation Foundation 

Inc. in Saint Lucia, among others.

Canada contributes CAN$101,000 to 
support local initiatives in Dominica

Lifeline Ministries, Dominica, one of the institutions getting support from Canada

Antigua moves to clear minor cannabis convictions

People convicted of minor marijuana offences will get their records cleared
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The Organization of American 

States (OAS) recently concluded its 

general assembly in Paraguay, where 

members unanimously decided that the 

next assembly will be hosted by An-

tigua and Barbuda.  

This decision marks a significant 

nod to the dual-island nation, recogniz-

ing its leadership and the trust placed in 

its capability to organize such a presti-

gious event. 

Guatemala champions Antigua 

and Barbuda’s bid 

The proposal to select Antigua and 

Barbuda as the next venue was warmly 

received and supported by Guatemala, 

which played a pivotal role in facilitat-

ing the acclamation.  

This move underscores the unity 

and collaborative spirit within the OAS, 

reflecting the organization’s principles 

of mutual respect and collective deci-

sion-making. 

Antigua and Barbuda’s commit-

ment to OAS principles 

The decision to host the 55th Gen-

eral Assembly in Antigua and Barbuda 

highlights the country’s longstanding 

dedication to the core values of the 

OAS, which include freedom, equity, 

and justice.  

The nation’s commitment is evi-

dent in its active efforts to address key 

issues such as organized crime, 

women’s rights, community protection, 

and the preservation of democratic 

processes. 

Showcasing regional leadership 

and hospitality 

Antigua and Barbuda’s ambassa-

dor to the OAS, Ronald Sanders, em-

phasized the significance of bringing 

the assembly back to the Caribbean 

after 22 years.  

He highlighted the country’s suc-

cessful hosting of the fourth United Na-

tions Conference on Small Island De-

veloping States, which saw over 5,000 

delegates, as a testament to their ability 

to facilitate major international gather-

ings.  

The ambassador extended an invi-

tation to OAS members to experience 

the warmth and collaborative environ-

ment that the islands are known for. 

Looking forward to next year’s as-

sembly, the focus is set not only on pro-

ductive discussions but also on creating 

an experience that celebrates the shared 

goals and accomplishments of the OAS 

member states. 

Antigua & Barbuda named as hosts 
of 55th OAS General Assembly

Sr John’s, the capital of Antigua

Grenada strengthens firearms legislation
Grenada’s Parliament has recently 

approved significant amendments to the 

nation’s firearms regulations, which will 

increase penalties for visitors who fail 

to declare firearms at customs.  

This move is part of a broader ef-

fort to combat the illegal firearm trade 

and associated violent crimes. 

Hefty fines and increased jail terms 

introduced 

Under the revised 1968 Firearm 

Act, the fine for failing to declare a 

firearm has been raised to EC$50,000, 

marking an increase of 4900 percent 

from the previous EC$1,000 penalty.  

Moreover, the potential jail time 

for those convicted under the new legis-

lation has doubled from three to six 

months.  

These stiffer penalties will be en-

forceable starting from August 1 of this 

year. 

Government’s firm stance on 

firearm offenses 

The amendment was introduced by 

the Leader of Government Business, 

Phillip Telesford, and strongly sup-

ported by Finance Minister Dennis 

Cornwall. 

Cornwall emphasized the govern-

ment’s commitment to addressing the il-

legal firearm trade, which has been 

linked to recent increases in violent 

crimes, particularly those affecting the 

nation’s youth.  

He articulated a stern warning to 

both nationals and non-nationals in-

volved in these activities, indicating that 

the government is prepared to extend 

prison capacities if necessary to accom-

modate offenders. 

Zero tolerance policy 

The Dickon Mitchell administra-

tion is adopting a zero-tolerance policy 

towards firearm-related offenses.  

This policy aims not only to penal-

ize violators but also to deter the illegal 

trade and misuse of firearms that have 

been contributing to the loss of lives in 

Grenada. 

Grenada is adopting a sezo-tolerance policy towards illegal firearms
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Mark Golding, President of Ja-

maica’s opposition People’s National 

Party (PNP), has announced he will re-

nounce his United Kingdom (UK) citi-

zenship. 

This decision comes after exten-

sive discussions about whether an as-

piring prime minister of Jamaica should 

hold dual citizenship. 

Golding made the announcement 

at a PNP meeting on Sunday and later 

shared it via social media. 

In a video where he announced his 

intentions, Golding said, “As promised, 

I would take the time to listen to views 

both internally and externally in mak-

ing an informed decision in regards to 

having British citizenship by descent.” 

He emphasized that while he is not 

legally required to give up his UK citi-

zenship, he did not want it to affect his 

future candidacy. 

“I do not want my status to affect 

our party nor any candidates who are 

running for a seat. I have to take all 

things into consideration and therefore 

I will renounce my UK citizenship. 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts 

and feedback over the last month. Now 

let’s get back to the real issues that are 

affecting the majority of Jamaicans,” 

Golding said. 

Criticism of dual citizenship 

Mark Golding faced criticism 

from members of the Jamaica Labour 

Party (JLP) who questioned his nation-

ality after he supported the idea that 

dual citizens should be allowed to sit in 

the Houses of Parliament. 

He later confirmed that he holds 

both Jamaican and British citizenship, 

the latter through his father who had 

migrated to Jamaica from the UK. He 

stated he had not renounced his British 

citizenship because it was not “legally 

necessary” for him to do so. 

Prime Minister Andrew Holness 

also urged Golding to renounce his UK 

citizenship, arguing that the country’s 

leader should not hold dual citizenship. 

“To be the ultimate leader of a 

country, to be the ultimate executive 

leader of the country, you should have 

no other citizenship. There should be 

no question by your citizens that you 

lead that you know that you have some-

how split loyalties,” Holness said. 

Golding reiterated that he would 

only renounce his UK citizenship if the 

people of Jamaica required him to. 

In May, Jamaican Senator and 

government Minister Matthew Samuda 

announced that he had begun the 

process of renouncing his British citi-

zenship, which he acquired at birth.

Jamaica’s opposition leader Mark 
Golding to renounce UK citizenship

Jamaican Opposition leader Mark Golding

JA government moves to combat misinformation
The Jamaican government, led by 

the Broadcasting Commission, is set to 

launch a comprehensive social media 

literacy campaign.  

This initiative aims to enhance 

public understanding and reduce the 

spread of misinformation in the digital 

realm.  

The announcement was made by 

Senator Dr. Dana Morris Dixon, Minis-

ter without Portfolio in the Office of the 

Prime Minister, responsible for Infor-

mation, Skills, and Digital Transforma-

tion, during a post-cabinet press 

briefing at Jamaica House on June 26. 

As digital spaces become hotbeds 

for misinformation, the government’s 

primary focus is on boosting public ed-

ucation.  

This effort seeks to equip Ja-

maicans with the knowledge to distin-

guish between factual information and 

falsehoods.  

By leveraging the capabilities of 

the Broadcasting Commission, which 

has already begun independent work, 

the campaign aims to foster a well-in-

formed public. 

Dr. Morris Dixon highlighted the 

challenges posed by the prevalence of 

disinformation and the government’s 

commitment to uphold truthfulness, es-

pecially in social media communica-

tions.  

The minister pointed out that while 

democratic societies welcome diverse 

opinions, the promotion of outright 

falsehoods is detrimental.  

In instances of verified misinfor-

mation, legal actions may be pursued 

under existing laws such as the Cyber-

crimes Act and libel legislation. 

The minister clarified that no new 

legislation is being introduced at this 

stage. Instead, the existing legal frame-

work will be utilized to prosecute those 

disseminating misleading content on-

line.  

Before resorting to legal measures, 

the government emphasizes the impor-

tance of public education to guide the 

discourse on responsible communica-

tion in digital platforms.

The digital space ia a hotbed for misinformation
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The Jamaican Government is em-

phasizing the importance of completing 

preparations for Hurricane Beryl as 

early as possible Tuesday morning.  

According to Information Minister 

Dr. Dana Morris Dixon, the Meteoro-

logical Service of Jamaica has con-

firmed that Beryl remains a significant 

threat and is approaching the island. 

High alert and preparedness 

measures 

Morris Dixon highlighted the gov-

ernment’s serious approach to the im-

pending storm, with disaster 

preparedness efforts operating at full 

capacity. 

Prime Minister Andrew Holness is 

actively coordinating with state agen-

cies to ensure comprehensive readiness 

across the nation.  

Discussions with Members of Par-

liament are also underway to outline 

their roles in assisting Jamaicans and 

managing the response to Beryl. 

Morris Dixon indicated that Prime 

Minister Holness is likely to address 

the nation later today to provide further 

guidance and updates. 

Call to action 

In a media release issued on Tues-

day, Morris Dixon urged Jamaicans to 

finalize their storm preparations 

promptly this morning.  

Residents in flood-prone and low-

lying areas were advised to prioritize 

safety by evacuating to one of the nu-

merous shelters activated across the is-

land.

Jamaica is the target: Gov’t urges 
residents to prepare for Beryl

Jamaicans pictured stocking up on food supplies on Tuesday

At least one person has died in St 

Vincent and the Grenadines as a result of 

the passage of Hurricane Beryl. The 

death was announced by Prime Minister 

Dr. Ralph Gonsalves on Monday night 

in an address to the nation. 

“There may well be more fatalities, 

we are not yet sure,” Gonsalves said as 

he noted the devastation brought to 

Union Island, Canouan, and Mayreau in 

the Southern Grenadines islands by Hur-

ricane Beryl. 

Ninety percent of buildings on 

Union Island are either severely dam-

aged or destroyed, Gonsalves stated. 

The situation in Canouan and 

Mayreau is still unclear as communica-

tion with first responders is difficult. De-

spite the devastation, Gonsalves is 

thankful that many lives and homes were 

spared. 

He said St Vincent and the 

Grenadines will start the reconstruction 

effort as soon as conditions are safe for 

first responders to begin clearing road-

ways and restoring power to cut-off 

communities. 

Grenada impacted by Hurricane 

Beryl 

Grenada also suffered extensive 

damage from Hurricane Beryl. 

Ron Redhead, a member of 

Grenada’s parliament representing the 

St. George North-East area, shared pho-

tos and videos of Carriacou, showing 

roofs of homes torn open and snapped 

trees. 

“In half an hour, Carriacou was flat-

tened,” Grenadian Prime Minister 

Dickon Mitchell said. By Monday 

evening, the government had not yet 

shared an official death toll, though 

communications were strained. 

There has been one unconfirmed 

death in the St. George’s area of 

Grenada. According to the Washington 

Post, a house reportedly collapsed, 

killing a resident. 

Hurricane Beryl shattered records 

as it strengthened in unusually warm wa-

ters. On Sunday, it became the Atlantic’s 

first storm on record to reach Category 

4 intensity in June, and then Monday it 

surpassed Hurricane Dennis as the 

strongest Atlantic hurricane to form so 

early in a year. 

Beryl, with maximum sustained 

winds reaching 150 mph, is the strongest 

hurricane to hit the southernmost Wind-

ward Islands in about 174 years of 

record-keeping, meteorologists said. 

Hurricane Ivan in 2004 had maximum 

sustained winds of 135 mph when it 

killed 41 people and caused massive 

damage across Grenada. 

Grenadian officials were already 

preparing to start damage assessments 

and relief work, though they did not ex-

pect that to safely begin until late Mon-

day evening. 

Officials had warned residents to 

stay indoors and seek shelter in concrete-

lined bathrooms, if possible. Thousands 

of Grenadians sought refuge in shelters, 

local media reported. 

On Carriacou and neighboring Pe-

tite Martinique, also part of Grenada in 

the southern Lesser Antilles islands, 

there was no electricity, limited commu-

nication, and reports of extensive de-

struction of roofs and damage to 

buildings, Mitchell said in a live-

streamed media briefing earlier Monday. 

On the island of Grenada, a hospital and 

police station were among the buildings 

damaged, he said. 

It’s still too early to say which land-

mass is next in line to be struck by Beryl 

after the Lesser Antilles, but Jamaica, 

Cuba, and Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula 

in particular are at risk.

One confirmed death in SVG, Carriacou flattened

Battered houses in Carriacou
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MONSTER Category 4 hurricane 

Beryl brushed past Tobago on July 1 as 

it churned north towards the Windward 

Island, making landfall on the island of 

Carriacou, leaving a trail of damage 

and destruction, but with few reports of 

human casualties. 

With the storm remaining “ex-

tremely dangerous," Barbados, St Vin-

cent and the Grenadines, Grenada and 

Martinique remained all under hurri-

cane warning Tuesday. 

The islands experienced wide-

spread power outages, water shortages 

and infrastructure damage. 

Beryl slammed into Carriacou, off 

Grenada, on the morning of July 1, 

after regaining category-four strength 

with maximum sustained winds of 140 

mph (approximately 225 km/h). Earlier, 

she had dropped to category three. 

It is the first storm on record in the 

Atlantic to reach category-four strength 

in June. 

In a statement just after midday, 

Grenada PM Dickon Mitchell said he 

anticipated damage caused by the hurri-

cane in Carriacou “will be extreme. 

“As soon as it is safe to do so I 

will journey to Carriacou to assess the 

damage and give a full report to the na-

tion,” he said, adding that while the eye 

of the hurricane did not pass over 

Grenada, the island expected strong 

winds, storm surges and continued 

heavy precipitation, "for the next sev-

eral hours.” 

Carriacou has a population of 

about 10,000 and is best known for its 

beaches and coral reef. 

Carriacou and the other islands 

will remain vigilant as another distur-

bance – Invest 96L – was reported by 

the US Hurricane Center in Miami, 

about 1,000 miles (1609.3 km) east-

southeast of the Windward Islands, re-

portedly on a path similar to Beryl's. 

The Hurricane Center warned, 

"Environmental conditions appear mar-

ginally conducive for additional devel-

opment of this system, and a tropical 

depression could form by the middle 

part of this week while it moves gener-

ally westward at 15-20 mph across the 

central and western tropical Atlantic. 

“It has a 20 per cent chance of de-

velopment over the next two days and a 

50 per cent chance of development over 

the next seven days.” 

Caricom chairman and Guyana 

president Dr Irfaan Ali said he was 

deeply concerned and anxious over 

Beryl's passage through the Caribbean. 

In a statement on Caricom's web-

site, Ali said, "Initial reports have indi-

cated significant damage and 

destruction to infrastructure and private 

property in some territories. 

"As this weather phenomenon 

roars its way through the region, we 

must continue to brace ourselves 

against the effects of high winds, storm 

surges along sea coasts, and heavy rain-

fall." 

Ali called on citizens and the pri-

vate sector to co-ordinate with their re-

spective governments and regional 

emergency response agencies to pro-

vide support and relief to those affected 

by the hurricane. 

He said the Caribbean Disaster 

Emergency Management Agency 

(CDEMA) was already working to mo-

bilise and co-ordinate assistance and 

disaster relief. 

"This is a time for all of us as a re-

gional community to stand together and 

extend our support to those impacted or 

likely to be impacted by Hurricane 

Beryl. Let us mobilise the necessary as-

sistance and relief efforts in the true 

spirit of regional solidarity." 

The 47th regular meeting of the 

Caricom Heads of Government, which 

was supposed to take place in Grenada 

from July 3-5, has been postponed. 

 

Tobago escapes monster hurricane 
but Beryl batters Windwards

Boast battle high seas as Hurricane Beryl passed through the southern and eastern Caribbean on July 1

PRESIDENT of the TT Unified Teachers Associ-

ation Martin Lum Kin is again calling for a compre-

hensive review of the Secondary Entrance 

Assessment (SEA) examination. 

In an interview on June 28, Lum Kin said a few 

years ago there was an attempt to review the exami-

nation. 

However, he said he had no information on what 

became of that process. 

“Every year we are faced with this same situa-

tion which places undue pressure on students, parents 

and teachers. For this and other high-stakes examina-

tions, there should be a comprehensive review of the 

system as well as the Constitution. 

“There should be another and better way of plac-

ing students at secondary schools. There was an at-

tempt to look at it a couple of years ago. TTUTA is 

not privy to the results.” 

In a release, chairman of the National Parent 

Teachers Association (NPTA) Walter Stewart com-

mended the efforts of the students who wrote the 

exams, although the NPTA was yet to analyse the re-

sults. 

NPTA applauded the Ministry of Education for 

putting systems in place for students and their parents 

to access the results on the ministry’s online portal 

even before midnight. 

“It was seamless and we applaud the ministry. It 

is noteworthy that this year's cohort would have expe-

rienced challenges as a result of the pandemic exacer-

bated by online learning and loss of teaching time. 

“It is significant therefore that they persevered 

and are able to progress to the next stage of their edu-

cational journey.” 

Nevertheless, NPTA said it is deeply concerned 

that the mean scores in all three subject areas were 

below 60 per cent, that only 1.42 per cent of students 

scored above 90 per cent and that there was a decline 

in mean raw scores in English Language Arts. 

“NPTA is heartened that the performance at the 

focus schools has shown an increase in the average 

weighted score and that there was a decline in the per-

centage of these schools of students scoring less than 

30 per cent.” 

A total of 18,177 students – 9,127 boys and 

9,050 girls – sat the exam this year.

Teachers: SEA exam too stressful, want review

TTUTA President Martin Lum Kin
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INDIA got their second Interna-

tional Cricket Council (ICC) Twenty/20 

World Cup trophy in dramatic fashion on 

June 29 when they got a nail-biting 

seven-run victory over South Africa at 

the Kensington Oval, Barbados in the 

2024 finale. 

Both teams took unbeaten runs to 

the final, but only one team could walk 

away with T20 World Cup honours. 

Batting first, India got to a compet-

itive score of 176 for seven, with super-

star batsman Virat Kohli (76 off 59 balls) 

stepping up to the occasion after having 

an underpar tournament with the bat. 

Kohli came into the final with a top score 

of 37, but he anchored the innings beau-

tifully after his team slipped to 34 for 

three in the fifth over. At the post-match 

presentation, Kohli announced it would 

be his last T20 international match for 

India. 

"This was my last T20 World Cup. 

And this is exactly what we wanted to 

achieve," Kohli said. 

"One day you feel like you can't get 

a run, and then you come out and things 

happen. 

"I knew this was my last T20 game 

playing for India and it's the last World 

Cup I was going to play. We wanted to 

win an ICC tournament and we wanted 

to lift the cup. It was the occasion that 

helped me to put my head down and just 

respect the occasion, rather than trying 

to force things out there." 

Kohli started his innings in omi-

nous fashion as he cracked three bound-

aries off the first over of the match by the 

lanky Marco Jansen. He shared in a 72-

run partnership for the fourth wicket 

with Axar Patel (47 from 31 balls) and 

he then put on 57 runs for the fifth 

wicket with Shivam Dube (27 off 16 

balls) as India got a grandstand finish to 

their innings — scoring 58 runs off the 

last five overs.
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India lift T20 World Cup title, 
Virat Kohli delivers in final game

Indian players celebrate their World Cup win in Barbados
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My travel professional  
was right

905-279-2300  |  travel1111@marlintravel.ca

This is the  
beach I was  
looking for  
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Rejuvenate your Relationship and Marriage
Dear Friends, 

 

If you find yourself in a difficult 

relationship and feel like there's no way 

out or no one to turn to for help, please 

know that you are not alone. Every re-

lationship faces challenges, but there 

are ways to navigate through them and 

find resolutions that can bring happi-

ness and harmony back into your life. 

 

Here are the top 5 reasons for 

breakdowns in relationships: 

 

1. Poor Communication: Lack of 

effective communication can lead to 

misunderstandings, unresolved issues, 

and growing distance between partners. 

    

2. Trust Issues: Trust is the founda-

tion of every healthy relationship. 

When trust is broken or eroded, it can 

cause significant damage and result in a 

breakdown of the relationship. 

 

3. Differences in Values and Prior-

ities: When partners have conflicting 

values, goals, or priorities, it can create 

tension and make it challenging to find 

common ground. 

 

4. Unresolved Conflicts: Ignoring 

or avoiding conflicts instead of address-

ing them can lead to resentment, frus-

tration, and an overall deterioration of 

the relationship. 

 

5. Lack of Emotional Intimacy: 

Emotional connection and intimacy are 

crucial for maintaining a healthy rela-

tionship. When partners feel emotion-

ally disconnected, it can lead to feelings 

of loneliness and dissatisfaction. 

 

We urge you to seek help if you 

are experiencing difficulties in your re-

lationship. You deserve to be happy and 

to have a fulfilling family life. There is 

no shaming in reaching out for help.   

 

There are various resources avail-

able to support you, such as couples 

therapy, individual counseling, relarela-

tionship and marriage coaching, work-

shops, and support groups. 

 

Remember that seeking help is a 

sign of strength, not weakness. By tak-

ing proactive steps to address the issues 

in your relationship, you can work to-

wards rebuilding trust, improving com-

munication, resolving conflicts, and 

ultimately creating a stronger and more 

fulfilling bond with your partner. 

You deserve to have a happy and 

healthy relationship. Please don't hesi-

tate to reach out for support and guid-

ance. 

Wishing you strength, courage, 

and the determination to create the 

happy family life you deserve. 

 

Warm regards, 

Jenet Russell (pictured) 

360 Degree Turnaround Coaching  

1.647.244.3479
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