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Last Friday evening in Accra, Ghana, Prime Minister of Mozambique, Adri-
ano Maleiane, presented Guyana’s President Irfaan Ali, with the Global
Africa Leadership Award for his “transformational” leadership. At the Africa
Prosperity Champions Awards Ceremony and Presidential Gala Dinner
ceremony, held in the West African Country, the Guyanese President was
lauded for his “unwavering dedication to promoting inclusive development”
through his ‘One Guyana’ political philosophy and for protection against
neo-colonialism and “unwarranted foreign aggression.” The Africa Prosper-
ity Network is committed to prosperity for all Africans around the world.
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Your Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent you.
When you're looking for the best possible result, you need
an attorney who knows every detail about you and your
case. Sharma Law takes the time to get to know each and
every client, so we're in the best position to represent you
and your family when it matters most. Backed by proven
results and experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court,
Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.

NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM

Q_ Personal Injury

Injuries caused by the negligence of others * Motor Vehicle Accident Claims
can be physically, emotionally, and « At-Fault Accident Claims
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We are committed to achieving successful
results for every client and case. We
accomplish this by providing exceptional
legal advice and strategies based on a
thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes.
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Check out our Google reviews
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MASHRAMANI 2024 (MASH 24)
SOUVENIR MAGAZINE

UNLEASHING THE GRAND SPECTACLE

Get ready for the most spectacular, vibrant, and thrilling event of the year. Guyana’s Mash
2024 Celebrations gearing up to be the ultimate extravaganza that will sweep you off your
feet. Brace yourselves, fellow Guyanese, for pomp and revelry as we prepare to dive into a
sea of radiant colours, diverse culture, exquisite culinary arts, enchanting music and much
more, and which promises to be the biggest and best-ever in the history of our beloved
Guyana.
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Get ready for the most spectacular, vibrant, and thrilling event of
the year. Guyana’s Mash 2024 Celebrations gearing up to be the
ultimate extravaganza that will sweep you off your feet. Brace
yourselves, fellow Guyanese, for pomp and revelry as we prepare
to dive into a sea of radiant colours, diverse culture, exquisite culi-
nary arts, enchanting music and much more, and which promises
to be the biggest and best-ever in the history of our beloved
Guyana.

Proudly Showcase Your Brand in The Spotlight at Mash

2024. Get ready to align your brand with the most spectacular
event of the year — Mashramani 2024. We invite you to be part of
this grand spectacle and proudly showcase your brand and prod-
ucts to a diverse and engaged audience as we gear up for the ul-
timate extravaganza that will captivate audiences in Guyana and
abroad.

EXCLUSIVE ADVERTISING PACKAGES

We have tailor-made advertising packages to suit your every
budget. Stand out from the crowd with premium placements, en-
gaging content, and maximum visibility. Don't miss this chance to
be part of Mashramani 2024, where your brand meets excite-
ment.

Secure your spot today and let your brand shine in the spotlight at
Mash 2024! Contact us now to discuss exclusive advertising op-
portunities. Magazine Produced by Equality News and D.V Sales
and Marketing

ADVERTISE WITH US

Proudly Showcase Your Brand in The Spotlight at Mash
2024

Get ready to align your brand with the most spectacular ¢
event of the year — Mashramani 2024. We invite you to
be part of this grand spectacle and proudly showcase
your brand and products to a diverse and engaged au-
dience as we gear up for the ultimate extravaganza that
will captivate audiences in Guyana and abroad.

WHY ADVERTISE AT MASH 2024?
1.Powerful Advertising Channel: This Magazine is indeed
a powerful advertising medium, and your brand, products | |
and services will have the opportunity to reach thousands : \
of people of all walks of life. v
2.MAXIMISE YOUR ADVERTISING DOLLARS: No y f
matter where your target market is, our Souvenir Maga-
zine provides a unique opportunity for your products, and
services to reach audiences in Guyana, across the Carib-
bean and worldwide. By investing your marketing dollar |
in Mash 24 Souvenir Magazine you will receive unrivalled E1et | g Bl
exposure on the global stage. 4 b“l w -
3.The Ultimate Exposure for Your Brand: Align your brand, products, and services along with
irresistible offers this season with the spirit of joy as we honor cultural diversity, culinary bril-
liance, musical mastery, and the profound history that
unites us.
,-" 4.Exclusive Content: Your brand will be featured along-
side content that highlights the best of Guyana's history,
culture, and tourism in a stunning magazine printed in full
colour on premium quality paper.
5.Facebook & Instagram listing: Your brand will also be
featured on our Facebook and Instagram pages for in-
creased exposure and sales opportunities.

Ll

‘ MAGAZINE PUBLICATION DETAILS:
48 Pages 8.5 X 11 -

-Glossy Full-Color Print

-Print Quantity of Ten Thousand (10,000)
-Publication Date of February 15, 2024
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Aviation advisor resigns, plans
to start El Dorado Air

The Guyana government advisor
on aviation, Lenox Shuman, announced
Friday that he had resigned from his post
to concentrate on establishing a new air-
line, E1 Dorado Air.

I take this opportunity to thank the
Government for allowing me to serve
the people of Guyana. It has been an
honor,” Shuman said in a January 12 let-
ter to President Irfaan Ali.

Shuman, a commercial airline pilot
and a former Deputy Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly, is the Leader of the
Liberty and Justice Party. He said that
his resignation took effect from January
9.

“This resignation is being effected
to facilitate my undertaking to establish

a Guyanese Airline — EI’Dorado Airlines
Inc., and my continued role as Aviation
Advisor would put me in a conflict of in-
terest position.

“We anticipate a launch date of 20
August 2024 and look forward to the
Government’s support. Avail me to as-
sisting the Government in any capacity
you see fit for the continued develop-
ment of Guyana,” he wrote in his letter
of resignation.

The new airline is expected to start
operations by the end of August this
year. For several years, Shuman, a com-
mercial airline pilot in Canada, has yet
to release details about the new airline
or the proposed routes.

Photo shows Lennox Shuman

TT PM welcomes US ruling on illegal weapons

The Trinidad and Tobago govern-
ment has welcomed a ruling by the
United States Appeals Court that ruled
in favor of Mexico’s attempts to file a
lawsuit against U.S. gun manufactur-
ers alleging that their negligent busi-
ness practices facilitate the illicit
trafficking of their products into Mex-
ico.

Last year, Antigua and Barbuda,
Belize, The Bahamas, Jamaica, St Vin-
cent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad
and Tobago had joined an amicus cu-
riae (friend of the court) brief filed by
Mexico appealing a decision in a U.S.
court to hold gun makers responsible
for facilitating the trafficking of
deadly weapons across the border.

“The guns used in the commis-
sion of violent crimes in The Bahamas
are not manufactured here, but instead,
are manufactured abroad and illegally
trafficked across our borders,” a state-
ment issued by the Office of the Prime
Minister in The Bahamas read in part.

The regional leaders, at the end of
a two-day symposium on violence as a
public health issue last April, declared
war on guns to combat the illegal
trade, which they said: “provides the
weapons that contribute significantly
to crime and violence in our region.”

In their declaration titled “War on
Guns,” the regional leaders said they
were also calling on the United States
to join the Caribbean in “our war on
guns and urgently adopt and take ac-
tion to stop the illegal exportation of
firearms and ammunition into the
Caribbean.

In an unprecedented decision ear-
lier this week, the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the First Circuit in Boston,
Massachusetts, ruled in favor of the
Mexican government, unanimously
ruling that Mexico had successfully
demonstrated that the arms manufac-
turers and distributors do not enjoy
immunity for their negligent business
practices, which facilitate the illicit

trafficking of their products into Mex-
ico.

In August 2021, Mexico filed a
US$10 billion civil lawsuit for dam-
ages against U.S. gun manufacturers
that, through their carelessness and
negligence, actively facilitated the
trafficking of their products into Mexi-
can territory.

But in September 2022, the trial
court judge dismissed the lawsuit be-
cause a federal law called the Protec-
tion of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act
(PLCAA) protected and gave immu-
nity to the defendant companies even
when the damage caused by their care-
lessness and negligence occurred in
Mexican territory. Mexico then filed
an appeal.

In welcoming the ruling of the
three-panel judges, Prime Minister Dr.
Keith Rowley said this development
should cause all manufacturers and
dealers to be more responsible in their
trading of these items and make it
more difficult for those who would en-
gage in actions that are harming our
country.

“I feel satisfied that it was a good
thing for Trinidad and Tobago to align
itself with the arguments and the Mex-
ican lawsuit because we face the same
problem that Mexico is complaining
about,” Rowley told the Trinidad Ex-
press newspaper.

Rowley, who is leading a delega-
tion to the United States on Sunday for
talks with U.S. officials regarding the
exportation of illegal guns, told the
newspaper, “Whatever the outcome of
this lawsuit ...this will certainly cause
gun manufacturers and distributors in
the U.S. to pay attention and take
pause as they shovel volumes of dan-
gerous items into our countries with-
out the least bit of care as to the
damage and destruction that these
guns and ammunition are having in on
our vulnerable societies”.
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Editorial from the Guyana Chroni-
cle. January 31 2024

THE face of Guyana is undergoing
significant changes. Indeed, it is no ex-
aggeration to say that we are beginning
to see the broad contours of a new
Guyana, one based on modernity and
change.

Any impartial observer visiting
Guyana for the first time after being
away for the past five years or so can at-
test to this transformation. There is for
example the new and modern Cheddi
Jagan International Airport (CJIA)
which is now comparable to any in the
Caribbean in terms of passenger comfort
and convenience.

The roads leading to and from the
airport have all been upgraded and well
lit. And even though we still have some
catching up to do in terms of metropoli-

A New Dynamism

tan standards, there can be no doubt that
the country has become a much better at-
traction for tourists and visitors.

Guyana in fact recorded its highest
tourist arrivals last year which, accord-
ing to Minister of Tourism, Industry and
Commerce, Oneidge Walrond, is testi-
mony to the growth of the tourism and
hospitality sector.

This, as the minister pointed out, is
buoyed by the strong policies by the
government and other stakeholders
which have contributed to the sterling
economic growth the country is cur-
rently experiencing in all sectors of the
economy.

According to Minister Walrond, the
year 2023 saw the highest number of ar-
rivals in Guyana ever, a 273% increase
over the 2020 period. The same is also
true of airlift capacity which tripled from
2021 to 2023, reaching 1.2 million seats.

This is indeed a remarkable improve-
ment, especially when seen against the
relatively small population of less than
one million people.

One contributory factor to this de-
velopment has been the introduction of
new airlines such as British Airways,
American Airlines, as well as increased
frequencies from existing airlines.

The prospects for tourism in
Guyana look good. American Airlines
will add another daily flight on the
Georgetown-Miami route while this
year, United Airlines will be introducing
a Georgetown-Houston link with four
flights weekly. Additionally, Suriname
Airways has added a service link in
Georgetown to Bridgetown, Barbados
and Paramaribo. Inter-Caribbean has in-
dicated a willingness for possible expan-
sion of its operations into Ogle.

These are all part of a new dialectic

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

in the modernization, which will see the
country connected with the wider inter-
national community. Guyana already has
one-stop connections to over 250 desti-
nations worldwide, which is likely to ex-
pand further as the modernisation
process picks up momentum.

With the plethora of natural attrib-
utes, Guyana is now laying the tourism
infrastructure to tap into the global
tourism market. According to President
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, tourism is
going to be one of the main components
of the structure of the economy, now and
in the future. A new model of tourism
based on our unique natural and physical
attributes is in the making, which will
catapult Guyana as a preferred destina-
tion. The trend so far has been positive
and encouraging as recent tourist arrivals
have demonstrated.

Sensational Shamar Joseph

Dear Editor,

THERE are cricket memories in
my mind that I will never ever forget.
Some I have witnessed in person,
some I have seen on television and
some I listened to on the radio. But
none can compare to what I saw on
television in the early hours of Sun-
day, January 28, 2024.

I had the privilege of seeing my
hero Alvin Kallicharran make his first
test century on debut at Bourda
against New Zealand in 1972. Earlier
that same series, I was absolutely
blown away by Sir George Lawrence
Rowe making 214 and 100 unbeaten
on his test debut at Sabina Park, Ja-
maica.

In 1977, 1 listened keenly to the
radio as Colin Everton Croft de-
stroyed Pakistan on test debut with
devastating fast bowling to claim
eight wickets for 29 runs.

A certain Barbadian by the name
of Joel Garner also made his debut in
that test match and the two of them
went on to accompany Andy Roberts
and Michael Holding to form the most
feared pace quartet in cricketing his-
tory.

Curtly Ambrose’s devastating
seven wickets for one run at the

WACA against Australia in 1993 was

special, just as his six wickets for 24
runs in Trinidad to help bowl out Eng-
land for 46 runs in the 1993-1994 se-
ries.

And no one can forget how he

partnered with Courtney Walsh to

stun South Africa in 1991 at
Bridgetown, Barbados, during the lat-
ter’s return to test cricket. During that
game, they also snatched victory from
the jaws of defeat.

Then the best fast bowler who
ever lived, Malcolm Marshall, demol-
ished England at Headingly, with a

broken thumb and his left wrist in

cast.

etched in my memory and be regarded
as the best ever performance by a
West Indian fast bowler.

ond test match, with a damaged toe, in
obvious pain, bowled 11.5 overs and
literally obliterated the Australian bat-
ting with figures of seven wickets for
59 runs and essentially ended a 27-
year drought of West Indies not win-
ning a test match in Australia.

successfully defended 216 runs and
won by eight runs which shocked the
Australian public and the entire crick-

Shamar Joseph, in only his sec-

The result was that West Indies

They referred to him as the “one
arm bandit” and Tony Cozier agreed
with me when I said that the best dis-
play of fast bowling ever seen was at
Bourda in 1991, when Marshall
bowled Border a few runs short of 50
after a stubborn partnership with
Geoff Marsh.

But what [ saw in the early hours
of Sunday morning during the day
and night test match played with the
pink ball at the GABBA in Brisbane,
Australia, between a young West In-
dies team and Australia, the World
Number One test team, will forever be

warrior Shamar Joseph demonstrated
tremendous grit, determination, self-
belief and testicular fortitude and used
his young but experienced cricketing
brain and did the impossible.

When I saw him for the first time

in the 2023 CPL at Providence, I was
impressed with his action among
other things but felt that he needed a
few seasons to be ready for the big
times. [ am glad that [ was wrong and
I look forward to the day when I will
be sitting in the stands of the Shamar
Joseph Cricket Stadium at Palmyra,
Berbice, to see him destroy teams for

eting world. the West Indies.
After that Starc’s toe cruncher in

the first innings, like most individuals, Yours truly,

I had written him off and had little or Eric Whaul

no hope of West Indies successfully
defending that total. But like a true
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Ontario announces plans to
refurbish Pickering Nuclear Plant

By Niraj Sharma

LJI REPORTER

The Ontario government revealed
on Tuesday its intention to revamp the
five-decade-old Pickering nuclear gen-
erating station, ensuring its operation for
an additional 30 years. This decision
aligns with the projected surge in elec-
tricity demand in Ontario over the next
few decades and the federal clean elec-
tricity regulations requiring future power
plants to achieve net-zero carbon emis-
sions.

Energy Minister Todd Smith, in a
news conference outside the nuclear
plant, declared the Ford government's
endorsement of Ontario's Power Gener-
ation's (OPQ) plan to refurbish the facil-
ity. The refurbishment will primarily
focus on four Candu reactors, collec-
tively known as Pickering B, dating
back to the early 1980s. This overhaul
aims to provide 2,000 megawatts of
power, equivalent to the current output
of these units.

The refurbishment is expected to
span 11 years, generating approximately
11,000 jobs annually and contributing
$19.4 billion to Ontario's GDP. How-
ever, the total budget for the project was
not specified in the announcement. A

similar refurbishment at the nearby Dar-
lington nuclear station is over halfway
through completion, with a total budget
of $12.8 billion.

The plan, subject to approval by the
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission,
is seen as part of Ontario's extensive nu-
clear power expansion, positioning it as
a crucial player in Canada's nuclear
landscape. The City of Pickering cur-
rently supplies about 14% of the
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The Pickering Nuclear Plant east of Toronto

s

province's electricity, and its existing li-
cense for the four units set to undergo re-
furbishment expires at the end of the
year. The commission is already consid-
ering extending the operating license
until 2026.

Critics, including Ontario Green
Party Leader Mike Schreiner, argue that
the government's emphasis on nuclear
expansion will escalate electricity costs
and neglects more cost-effective and en-
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vironmentally friendly alternatives.
Schreiner advocates for investments in
low-cost renewables and efficiency pro-
grams to align with global trends toward
a cleaner energy future.

The Ford government defends the
nuclear expansion, citing the imminent
transition of the auto sector to electric
vehicles, the steel industry's move away
from coal-fired furnaces, and the
province's growing population, which
collectively may create a gap between
electricity demand and supply. Cur-
rently, nuclear plants contribute slightly
over half of Ontario's electricity, with
hydro dams providing one-quarter and
gas-fired power plants and wind farms
contributing the remainder.

While the cost estimate for the
Pickering refurbishment will be pro-
vided after a year-long initiation phase,
Chris Keefer, president of Canadians For
Nuclear Energy, supports the move, em-
phasizing its significance for climate and
air quality. Opposing these nuclear ini-
tiatives, plans for expanding gas plants
in various locations across the province
are also underway. Pickering B's capac-
ity is considered substantial, and replac-
ing it with alternative sources would
pose challenges, according to Keefer.
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confusion, self-implicity

Reference is made to Andre Bran-
dli’s letters published in the Stabroek
News editions of January 20, 2024 with
the caption... “I have rarely read such
sychophantic pamphlet praising a polit-
ical leader in a country that considers it-
self a liberal democracy”, and on
January 22, 2024 with the caption...
“readers of SN and myself will appreci-
ate clarification of these ten questions on
the ‘Jagdeo Doctrine’”.

Prof. Brandli unleashed an unman-
nerly attack against Dr. Randy Persaud,
a noted professor of international rela-
tions who is now Adviser on Interna-
tional Affairs in the Office of the
President. Brandli takes issue with Pro-
fessor Persaud’s characterization of Gen-
eral Secretary Jagdeo’s call for a
broadening of the base of the PPP.

It is of paramount importance to es-
tablish at the outset that Brandli’s at-
tempt to sublty and cleverly infer that the
President, His Excellency Dr. Mohamed
Irfaan Ali and Vice President, Dr. Bhar-
rat Jagdeo are misaligned, is a misguided
inference on the part of Brandli. This is
consistent with an observable strategy
of the political opposition that they had
attempted in the recent past, which failed
simply because there is no truth to that
notion. The truth, however, is that Dr.
Brandli et.al., are profoundly ignorant on
the subject of the politics of the PPP/C
as a political entity and by extension the
Guyanese political economy.

Vice President Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo
is to President Ali, what the late Dr.
Roger Luncheon was to former Presi-
dent Bharrat Jagdeo. So, there is no mis-
alignment or any defacto leader as
Brandli wants readers to believe. In
other words, the role of the Vice Presi-
dent in the President Ali led PPP/C Gov-
ernment is consistent with the politics of
the PPP/C since 1992. Moreover, Dr.
Bharrat Jagdeo is the current General
Secretary of the PPP/C, and it was in this
context that Dr. Persaud’s essay was
framed—in respect of broadening the
base of the PPP/C as a political institu-
tion. This was taken completely out of
context by Brandli, and at the time of
writing, V. Bisram who joined the de-
bate.

Be that as it may, there is absolutely
nothing unusual about anyone highlight-
ing the positives of a political leader in
a praise worthy manner, especially in a
democratic system. In many societies,
political leaders are revered, which is not
unsual. In fact, there are volumes of lit-
erature, academic journals and books
written about Guyanese politicians,
namely: the late Dr. Cheddie B. Jagan
(PPP/C), L.F.S Burnham, and Desmond
Hoyte.

Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo is indisputably
the most accomplished politician in the
region, and his track record of accom-
plishments, as illustrated hereunder, is
incomparable. His Presidency of the Co-
operative Republic of Guyana was in an

era whereby the challenges of that time
were vastly different in contrast to those
that characterise the current environ-
ment. Equally, President Alj, in just three
years has grown in popularity inexplica-
bly rapidly, not only at home but glob-
ally. He has ascended to becoming a
globally recognised and revered leader
in just three years into his presidency. In-
deed, his legacy and his accomplish-
ments will be incomparable as well.

Turning now to his follow-up letter,
Brandli posed ten questions to Dr. Randy
Persaud, eight of which were inconse-
quential and nonsensical. Notwithstand-
ing, two out of the ten questions, I would
like to frontally address herein.

The first question I would like to
address is (Q5) where he asked... “could
Dr. Randy Persaud identify five papers
authored by Bharrat Jagdeo in econom-
ics, which were peer reviewed and pub-
lished in journals of regional or
international standing”? This question
exposed Dr. Brandli’s fundamental illit-
eracy on these matters. In any profes-
sion, there are those who operate in
academia and those who become practi-
tioners. In this case, there are economists
who are not practitioners, but work in
academia conducting research and pub-
lishing in peer-reviewed journals, and
there are practitioners who actually work
in policymaking. Dr. Jagdeo is not an
acacemic economist, he is an accom-
plished practicing economist of the high-
est order.

The second question [ would like to
address is (Q6) where he asked...”it is
common knowledge that the PPP contin-
ued the Hoyte/Greenidge Economic Re-
covery Programme (ERP) after they
took power in 1992. What are the differ-
ences between the ERP and the Jagdeo
doctrine? Please explain to the readers”.
Well, it is this author’s most esteemed
privilege in taking the liberty to explain
this to Brandli et.al., chiefly since there
are some misconceptions about the ERP.

Strictly speaking, Brandli asked the
wrong question. The questions that
Brandli should really ask are how and
why did the ERP came about? The ERP
was engineered consequentially owing
to the fact that it was the PNC Govern-
ment under the leadership of L.F.S Burn-
ham who bankrupted the economy,
attributed to egregious macroeconomic
policies and management altogether.

Following his demise, he was suc-
ceeded by the late Desmond Hoyte, by
which time the economy was already
bankrupt and needed to be rescued.
Hoyte then had no choice but to imme-
diately engage the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) to assist with a bailout
package. The IMF then ochestrated the
ERP programme, which was imposed
upon the Hoyte administration as the
only option for the “commencement of
economic recovery”, not full recovery.

The PNC along with their apolo-
gists such as Brandli have always hasten

to take credit for the ERP. Nevertheless,
the fact is that the ERP is nothing sophis-
ticated or fantastic that requires excep-
tional brain power to put together. The
ERP basically was a two-pronged strat-
egy: (1) it imposed austerity measures,
this was where the size of the public
service shrank because that involved ter-
minating public servants as part of the
austerity measures (cutting costs). Fur-
ther, this explained why free university
education was no longer free as it was
part of the cost cutting measures, inter
alia, the ERP. And (2) the economy was
a socially planned economy; more than
80% of the economy was owned and
controlled by the State, hence the priva-
tization of State assets became neces-
sary. In other words, liquidation of State
assets aimed at generating liquidity,
which aided the commencement of a
long journey of economic recovery. As
such, the ERP could not have singularly
achieved full economic recovery and
stability.

With respect to the obtainment of
full economic recovery and stability, this
was where the “Jagdeo doctrine”, as
Brandli puts it, was birthed following the
1992 elections which was won by the
PPP/C. As the finance minister at that
time, Dr. Jagdeo was instrumental in ne-
gotiating debt forgiveness from many of
the country’s creditors. This played a
pivotal role in the journey of economic
recovery.

In 1994, the PPP/C government
embarked on the formulation of a na-
tional development strategy, which was
finalized in 1996. This strategy’s incre-
mental implementation commenced im-
mediately thereafter in 1997 to the
present PPP/C Government. It is public
knowledge that the 1996 national devel-
opment strategy was led by Dr. Bharrat
Jagdeo as the finance minister, which
was followed by the poverty reduction
strategy, followed by the national com-
petiveness strategy, followed by the Low
Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS)
(2009), to the current expanded version
of LCDS, all of which were led by Dr.
Bharrat Jagdeo. So when Brandli asks
Dr. Persaud to identify five peer re-
viewed academic papers, these were five
(5) pragmatic policy papers, and imple-
mentable development strategies that
were led by the Vice President, previ-
ously in his capacity as a former finance
minister and former president.

By the time the former President
Dr. Jagdeo completed his second term,
the economy’s debt-to-GDP was reduced
from 900% (1992) to less than 50%
(2011), debt service to revenue ratio re-
duced from over 150% to 30%, inflation
was reduced from 87% (1992) to 2%
(2011), interest rates reduced from 30%
(1992) to 11% (2011), exchange rates
stablised at $200, foreign reserves stood
at US$750 million representing 5
months import cover from zero in 1992,
GDP moved from US$300 million to
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US$3.7 billion
(2011), per capita income increased from
US$500, to US$4,900.

From inheriting a bankrupt econ-
omy with practically zero savings in the
bank, the former President Dr. Bharrat
Jagdeo exited Government leaving a
total of G$101 billion liquid cash in the
Government Deposit Accounts in the
banking sector at the end of 2011. This
amount, when adjusted for present value
(PV) is worth G$150 billion in today’s
money. Resultantly, the sum total held in
the Government Deposit Accounts to-
gether with the foreign reserve balance
of US$750 million, would give rise to a
total of G$252.5 billion (2011 value),
with a PV of $348.5 billion. Of key note,
this remarkable achievement was ac-
complished with zero oil money and
zero oil discovery more than a decade
ago under the stewardship of former
President Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo. Further-
more, the political opposition consis-
tently sought to destablise his
government. To this end, a few key
events of such were as follows:

~1992-1997: there was a short pe-
riod of street protests and violence hav-
ing restored democracy, following which
the economy took off (short period of
stability).

~1997-2001: prolonged street
protests and disruption.

+2002-2003: prison break, crime
wave spiraled out of control and politi-
cally motivated disruptions.

~2004-2008: unrests, politically
motivated disruptions.

~2008-2012: Lusignan, Lindo
Creek, Bartica massacre, violence
erupted when protestors blocked the
Wismar Mckenzie bridge.

It is worth noting, too, that together
with the foregoing political challenges,
there was the adverse economic impact
engendered by the 2005 floods (natural
disaster) that resulted in a loss of 60% of
GDP. Yet, inspite of all of the aforemen-
tioned challenges, former President
Jagdeo managed to achieve all of the
previously mentioned economic condi-
tions and financial viability and stability.

Brandli’s attack on Dr. Persaud was
unfortunate. He (Brandli) may have in-
advertently set aside his supposedly
scholastic faculties of thinking, failing to
reflect for a moment that in so doing, he
has exposed his inherent idiosyncratic
weaknesses. Most ludicrously, nine out
of every ten letters authored by Dr. Bran-
dli, he dedicates at least two elongated
paragraphs about his academic creden-
tials and experience. Only an inordi-
nately insecure academic of Dr.
Brandli’s stature would inadvertently di-
minish his academic standing to self
agrandizement, to the extent of vehe-
mently craving validation of some sort
from the powers that be.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO
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Trudeau's Jamaica holiday didn't
break the rules: ethics commissioner

By Nishad Sharma

LJI REPORTER

Interim Ethics Commissioner Kon-
rad Von Finckenstein informed Mem-
bers of Parliament on Tuesday that
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's trip to
Jamaica did not violate rules governing
gifts and travel for elected officials. Von
Finckenstein clarified that the stay was
considered a gift from a longtime family
friend, businessman Peter Green, and
therefore, it adhered to regulations.

Addressing the House of Com-
mons ethics committee, Von Fincken-
stein revealed that Trudeau's office had
consulted with his office before the Ja-
maica trip. The Ethics Commissioner's
office conducted research on Trudeau's
relationship with Peter Green and deter-
mined that Green is a friend without ties
to the Canadian government. The rules
permit MPs to accept gifts or travel
from parents or friends.

However, there might be changes
on the horizon for MPs' travel rules. The
ethics committee unanimously sup-
ported a motion from NDP MP Matthew
Green, proposing that two parliamen-
tary committees explore altering the
rules to prohibit MPs from accepting
sponsored travel. Under Green's pro-
posal, MPs would be allowed two inter-
national trips annually, funded from
their MP office budgets.

Presently, MPs can accept trips
sponsored by interest groups, as long as
they declare them to the Office of the
Conflict of Interest and Ethics Commis-
sioner. Despite recent adjustments pre-
venting registered lobbying groups from
sponsoring travel, Canadian MPs still
benefit from substantial international
travel funding, including to countries
like Israel and Taiwan.

While MPs can use their office
budgets for up to two trips yearly to
Washington, D.C., or New York City,
other funded travel must stay within
Canada.

The ethics committee is expected
to draft a letter in the coming days, rec-
ommending these changes to the Parlia-
ment's procedure and House affairs
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committee and the House of Commons'
Board of Internal Economy, which over-
sees budgets and the parliamentary
precinct.

Opposition Conservative members
initiated Von Finckenstein's appearance
before the committee, seeking to inves-
tigate Trudeau's communications with
the ethics commissioner's office regard-
ing the Jamaica trip during the Christ-
mas holidays. Reports suggested
Trudeau stayed at Green's Prospect Es-
tate resort, estimated to be worth up to
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

$84,000.

Trudeau defended the Jamaica trip,
asserting that his family took a holiday
with friends, following all rules. Von
Finckenstein's testimony also covered
the broader rules governing gifts and
travel that MPs are allowed to accept.

As Von Finckenstein nears the end
of his term as interim ethics commis-
sioner, his appointment, which began on
August 30 for a six-month period, will
expire on February 29. Since Mario
Dion's retirement on February 21, 2023,
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Canada has been without a permanent
ethics commissioner.

Duff Conacher, co-founder of
Democracy Watch, praised the initial ef-
forts to curtail sponsored travel for MPs
but highlighted the need to address ad-
ditional unethical loopholes in federal
ethics rules. Conacher emphasized the
importance of an independent, non-par-
tisan process for selecting the ethics
commissioner, advocating against secre-
tive appointments by the ruling party
cabinet.
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Guyana will not depend on oil

and gas for

THE government will not “throw
back” and depend on oil and gas to
propel Guyana forward, according to
Prime Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark
Phillips, who underscored that robust
and strategic planning will be the root
of the nation’s development.

During the last day of the budget
debate, the Prime Minister said that the
nation’s transformation and the vast
number of opportunities for citizens
have the APNU+AFC “shivering.”

Despite heckling from the Opposi-
tion bench, Phillips was not deterred
from outlining how far Guyana has ad-
vanced since the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) assumed office in
August 2020.

“This is all part of a holistic vision
of growth. Our responsibility is to
manage the oil revenues wisely,” he
said, stressing that the diversification
of the nation’s economy is a top prior-
ity of the government.

“We will not throw back and de-
pend on oil and gas to move our coun-
try forward,” the Prime Minister told
the National Assembly.

Stressing that this year’s fiscal
package is “transformational,” he also
said: “The allocations in this budget all
form part of the necessary and impera-
tive plans of our government.”

He went on to say: “Mr. Speaker,
before August 2020, our nation was
grappling with numerous challenges,”
adding that these obstacles that stood in
the way of the country’s development
included poor economic infrastructure,
inadequate policies and services,
among other deficiencies.

Reflecting on the state of Guyana
under the previous APNU+AFC ad-
ministration, Prime Minister Phillips
said that the current government has
worked assiduously to return “our
country and our people to a state of
hope.”

“Total neglect with zero opportu-
nities for economic growth and the im-
provement of the lives of our people,”
was the hallmark of the period 2015-
2020, according to Phillips.

Placing the coalition’s tenure
under a microscope, he said that during
the COVID-19 pandemic, the citizens
saw mismanagement of this major pub-
lic health issue.

“So, our government knew that we
had our work cut out for us, to turn it
all around,” Prime Minister Phillips
told the House.

He underscored that the PPP/C ad-
ministration could “talk the talk and
walk the walk,” so the party’s pledges
always materialise.

The Prime Minister said that
Budget 2024 further serves as an exam-
ple of the PPP/C’s commitment to de-

livering on its promises. He said it is a
vehicle to foster transformation and
more opportunities for all.

Phillips also related that with the
massive allocations to propel growth,
the annual fiscal plan will “fast-track”
development.

The Prime Minister debunked the
opposition’s claim that the budget is
solely about distributing wealth.

He argued that it serves as a vessel
for strategic investment for the coun-
try’s foundation to craft a better future.

Moreover, while refuting the argu-
ments from the APNU+AFC Parlia-
mentarians concerning the funds set
aside for infrastructure, the Prime Min-
ister outlined how it could create op-
portunities for all Guyanese.

He then set the record straight and
pointed out how a significant amount
of money is being allocated to the edu-
cation and health sectors to bolster
their capabilities.

Prime Minister Phillips outlined
how the government is crafting a ro-
bust framework, and did not shy away
from pointing out that the govern-
ment’s investments are being praised
by persons regardless of their political
affiliation.

Even though the Prime Minister,
within his presentation, called for the
Opposition to join with the government
and support them in building out
Guyana to benefit all citizens, he was
met with resistance to unity by the

APNU+AFC.

Phillips continued his presentation
on promoting a united Guyana where
all Guyanese will be able to reap a
plethora of benefits that will give a bet-
ter quality of life.

“Our people, both PPP/C and
APNU-+AFC supporters have em-
braced our government’s infrastructural
and other projects,” the Prime Minister
said.

He went on to say: “Mr. Speaker
we have moved Guyana to a stage
where the citizens are participating in
the development of their country and
their communities.”

The Prime Minister did not mince
his words when he stated that his sector
is not being left on the back burners
and he is not immobile in his capacity
as Prime Minister.

Phillips said: “This is not a Prime
Minister without a portfolio... This is
the people’s Prime Minister!”

He then remarked that the PPP/C
administration is creating a nation that
will benefit from its natural resources.

Prime Minister Phillips turned his
attention to the numerous projects that
are being rolled out by the government
to foster clean and cheaper energy.

He related: “The government aims
to incorporate a mix of clean and re-
newable energy — solar, hydro, wind,
and natural gas energy resources to
meet the country’s energy needs over
the next five years. It is envisioned that

development: PM
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Guyana Prime Minister Mark Phillips speaking during the 2024 Budget debate

this plan will help to add more than
500 megawatts (MW) of electricity ca-
pacity for residential and commercial
users that can contribute to a fifty per
cent reduction in electricity costs.”

The gas-to-energy project, which
has been allocated $80 billion in
Budget 2024, was spotlighted by the
Prime Minister.

The Gas-to-Energy Project will
see a 200km 12-inch diameter pipeline
channeling natural gas from the Liza
Phase One and Liza Phase Two Float-
ing, Production, Storage, and Offload-
ing (FPSO) vessels to a power plant
and Natural Gas Liquids (NGL) facility
that will be built in Wales.

The conversion of natural gas
from ExxonMobil’s offshore operations
to electricity is a key component of the
PPP/C government’s objective to lower
energy costs by at least 50 per cent
through an energy mix, which incorpo-
rates gas, solar, wind, and “hydro”
power.
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President receives global Africa award
for transformational leadership

DESCRIBING it as a “significant
milestone,” the Afro-Guyanese Union
expressed their appreciation for Presi-
dent Dr. Irfaan Ali’s acceptance of the
esteemed Global Africa Leadership
Award conferred upon him by the Africa
Prosperity Network (APN) in Ghana.

“This award is a significant mile-
stone in recognising Guyanese leader-
ship on the global stage,” a press release
read.

The unprecedented economic
growth that Guyana is undergoing, ac-
cording to the organisation, has been the
hallmark of President Ali’s leadership
since he assumed office in August 2020.

Additionally, it was acknowledged
that in light of the country’s progress, the
President is ensuring that this is accom-
plished while upholding the utmost stan-
dards of human dignity and unity.

“President Ali’s efforts to promote
‘One Guyana’ have been especially im-
pactful in our diverse society, fostering
a sense of unity and inclusiveness,” the
press release read.

Dr. Ali’s dedication to advocating
for both domestic and international mat-
ters, particularly his steadfast endorse-
ment of global reparations and
restorative justice, serves as evidence of
his commitment to rectifying historical
injustices and promoting a just and eq-
uitable global framework.

B |

President Irfaan Ali (left) receiving the award

It was stated that this initiative is a
manifestation of his comprehensive vi-
sion for reconciliation and restoration,
encompassing Guyana and the global
African communities, with the objective
of healing and promoting progress for
Afro-descendants.

—
A —,

TradeLogix Inc
A

EMAIL: SERVICES@TRADELOGIX.CA

BWUE UON

www.tradelogix.ca

PHONE: 416-938-8779

MODEL# BLION-EW1500

3HR

Battery Status:

The organisation then stated: “The
APN award recognises President Ali’s
role in the handling of the Essequibo
controversy and highlights his capabili-
ties in handling complex international
challenges with poise and dignity. His
diplomatic skills and unwavering com-

mitment to justice and equity have set a
standard for leaders worldwide.”

“The Afro-Guyanese Union ap-
plauds President Ali’s achievements and
is honored to witness a leader of his cal-
iber representing Guyana on the global
front.”
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Electronic single window for trade

RECOGNISING the many hurdles
that entrepreneurs face when starting up
and managing a small business in
Guyana, the Ministry of Tourism, In-
dustry and Commerce will bring on
stream an electronic single-window
system for trade transactions.

This was last week disclosed by
the Ministry of Tourism, Industry and
Commerce, Oneidge Walrond, who
during the 2024 budget debates told the
National Assembly that the new initia-
tive is a part of several policies outlined
in the fiscal package to support small
business owners across the country.

“These various developments have
not come by chance they have come be-
cause we have a vision and we are put-
ting in the work to realise this day in
and day out,” Walrond said.

She further disclosed that works
on the electronic single-window for
trade transactions is in its advance
stages and it is projected to go live in
March this year.

“The electronic single-window for
trade will to a large extent automate the
process for clearing items for import
and export, delivering a substantial de-
crease in the time and expenses associ-
ated with the trade related process.”

A sum of $600 million has been
budgeted for this initiative.

Meanwhile, a new legislation will
be tabled to the National Assembly to
assist small business owners to capi-
talise on their assets.

“This year we intend to bring to |§

the house the security interest and im-
moveable, property bill, one of the prin-
ciple objectives of this bill is to enable
small business owners to capitalise
movable property so as to gain access
to finance.”

“For example, a small business
owner can move more readily to use
let’s say an excavator or other piece of
machinery at collateral for a loan,” she
said.

President Dr. Irfaan Ali in January
2021 announced that the central gov-
ernment will be undertaking moderni-
sation of the institutional and legislative
infrastructure to establish a single-win-
dow approval system for building per-
mits and construction permits, a project
which has been already commenced by
the Central Housing & Planning Au-
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thority and the Ministry of Tourism, In-
dustry and Commerce.

In addition to focusing on enhanc-
ing businesses’ ability to guarantee that
competitive goods and services are pro-
duced locally and to support a contem-
porary, practical business environment,
the ministry is exploring methods to
promote entrepreneurship and simplify
doing business in Guyana.

A sum of $450 million has been
set aside in Budget 2024 for the replen-
ishment of the Small Business Devel-
opment Fund and $331 million to the
Small Business Bureau.

to go live in March

The single window system will be used for trade

FOAM SHEETS

COMFORT CUSTOM COMFORT CUSTOM

LUXURY EURO TOP

592-233-2657 | 592-233-3013 | 592-233-3024

49 Eccles Industrial Estate, E.B.D., Guyana

comfortsleep49@gmail.com

www.comfortsleep.gy




THURSDAY FEBRUARY 12024

EQUALITY NEWS

Barriers hindering trade opportunities
for Caribbean, African states

TRADE opportunities between
Caribbean and African states are tremen-
dous, but leaders must first examine ex-
isting trade barriers to further foster
stronger collaborative ties.

This is according to Guyana’s Pres-
ident, Dr. Irfaan Ali, who on Saturday
told hundreds of African leaders at the
African Prosperity Dialogues in Ghana
that there are vast, untapped opportuni-
ties that can help to stimulate advanced
trade between the two regions. But as of
now, trade between the two continents
are not ideal.

In fact, according to 2020 statistics,
less than 0.1 per cent of Africa’s exports
are destined for Caribbean countries. Ex-
ports from Africa to the Caribbean have
been trending downwards since 2015.

“Trade between Africa and the
Caribbean is highly concentrated around
primary minerals; more than 40 per cent
of the Caribbean exports to Africa are
chemicals. These are things we need to
fix. The opportunities are there for mas-
sive increases in the trade between
Africa and the Caribbean,” President Ali
said.

The Guyanese Head of State, who
is also the current Chair of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM), suggested
that leaders examine the existing trade
barriers.

“We have to fix the issues of trans-
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Barriers hindering trade opportunities for Caribbean, African states - Ali

port and logistics, we have to fix the
rules between ourselves that will help to
stimulate trade and advance trade be-
tween our countries. There are tremen-
dous opportunities,” he said.

President Ali noted that while the
Caribbean’s population might seem
small, there is a massive market for
trade.

For example he said: “Aquaculture,
the size of the aquaculture market in the
US [United States] alone is $4 billion an-
nually and Guyana is among the most

competitive country when it comes to
aquaculture and the production of fish
products for the United States market.
What we can give is access to [a] market
over 400 million people in which we
have trade arrangement and trade agree-
ment.”

He added: “You have the know-
how, you have the technology, we gave
the land, [and] we have the competitive
advantage.” He then asked: “what if we
merge?”

He noted that leaders now have to

embrace new opportunities and look at
the traditional areas.

Last November Guyana hosted the
AfriCaribbean Trade and Investment
Forum where the African Export-Import
Bank (Afreximbank) signalled its inten-
tion to support the Caribbean in its ef-

forts to enhance its transport
infrastructure.
Afreximbank’s President and

Chairman of the Board of Directors,
Benedict Oramah, had said that the bank
has already approved US$1.5 billion in
funding to enable member states of
CARICOM to ratify the Partnership
Agreement with Afreximbank, enabling
states to tap into the bank’s various fi-
nancial instruments.

The financing institution at that
time had begun the process of establish-
ing its first regional headquarters in Bar-
bados, where the first AfriCaribbean
Trade and Investment Forum was held in
2022.

Afreximbank is also in the process
of developing the Afreximbank Africa
Trade Centre in Barbados and once fully
established, regional trade between
African and Caribbean nations is ex-
pected to grow exponentially.

With this major initiative already
on the cards, President Ali reiterated that
there is still massive opportunities that
could be explored.
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200 exhibitors, 21 countries con-
firmed for energy conference, expo

WITH a rebranded focus and sev-
eral high-level officials expected to at-
tend, Guyana’s Energy Conference and
Supply Chain expo will see the country
being further positioned as a power-
house in the industry.

The third edition of the conference
will be held from February 19-22 in
Georgetown and has already seen on
board, 200 exhibitors and dignitaries
from 21 countries across the globe.

At a news briefing on Monday, the
conference’s Chief Executive Officer
(CEO), Kurt Baboolall, said this year’s
“expo” has been packaged as “a family-
oriented event,” focused on the correla-
tion of the energy sector and tangible
developments in the country.

This, he said, fits perfectly into this
year’s theme: “Fuelling Transformation
and Modernisation.”

“From a macro lens, what it means
is that Guyana is using its income from
the energy resources to fuel develop-
ments and other sectors and transform-
ing and modernising it,” Baboolall said.

He related that just about 19 topics
will be discussed at this year’s confer-
ence, including: Trends, challenges and
best practices; building resilient supply
chains in the face of disruptions; growth
and collaboration strategies for emerging
economies, and investing in Guyana.
Discussions will also be held from a
youth perspective on the oil and gas in-
dustry. President, Dr. Irfaan Ali will
headline this year’s conference and he
will be joined by Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, the
Prime Minister of Qatar.

Prime Minister of Trinidad and To-
bago, Dr Keith Rowley; Prime Minister
of The Bahamas, Philip Davis; Prime
Minister of Barbados, Mia Mottley, the
President of Suriname Chandrikapersad
Santokhi and former President of
Colombia, Ivan Duque Marquez will be
among several other high-ranking offi-
cials to attend this year’s conference.

Natural Resources Minister, Vick-
ram Bharrat, said that this year’s confer-
ence will showcase investment
opportunities in tourism, agriculture,
forestry, and mining sectors, as Guyana
is rightfully positioning itself as a pow-
erhouse.

“A lot has happened from the last
conference to this one. And an increase
in production definitely spills opportu-
nities throughout the value chain.

“It is attracting a number of coun-
tries, a number of leaders in the sector
and we will continue to work together.
The government and the committee will
continue working together to make this
expo the premier expo in the hemi-

""‘-‘

f; * INTERNATIONAL ENERGY
\. CONFERENCE & EXPO

sphere. We are already on our way to on our way to achieve that and we are Texas, but | think we can rival them at
achieving that ... I think already we are now competing with some big ones in some point in time,” he said.

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden’s always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningful and fit comfortably within your budget. Just some
of the ways that we as a family care for yours.

Family owned and operated since 1948.

@

OGDEN

Funerar HoMEs

4164 Sheppard Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M1S 1T3

www.ogdenfuneralhome.com
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CranGrape

Vita Malt Non Milo Chocolate Grace Yellow
Wata Alcoholic Beverage Malt Drink Mix Corn Meal
600 ml each 900 g 2kg

Classic Only 335 ml

.. hH_A.NISE__ ::'.i- - I .r' ‘:.;_, - .
ozade o 9 Cedar Sweetened Tim Horton
Juice From Concentrat2 Energy Drink each Condensed Milk Hot Chocolate
Orange Only 380 ml 300 ml 500 g

Assorted 250 ml

.........................

R s P

Maggi All Purpose Grace Jerk

Grace Coconut ' Benjamin’s Vanilla
Milk Powder 3 / Seasoning Seasoning Flavouring
50 g 2kg Mild Only 312 g 120 ml 60K

Jamaican Pride

Montego Titus Creation Food Peaaut
Callaloo Sardine Mackerel or Plantain Porrid? /
540 ml Assorted 125 g 150-200 g

c—

Vaseline. Vaseline.
WISV Caer SeTENSIVE CAR®
Matyre Skin Mature Skin
Rejuvenation Rejuvenation
2 b :‘. ; =
S
=== B

FERLMOUNGAN
‘TEHFER:l‘m'

Vaseline Original 99 Dettol Soup

Vaseline Nature Air Wick
Skin Rejuvenation Petroleum Jelly Original A|r Freshener
600 ml 250 ml 100 ¢ ass 226 g

Five Location To
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Delicious Jumulcun Dish

Frozen Easy Cooked Frozen Grown From Australia  Frozen Stewing Centre— Salted
_ Trlmmed Oxiull Square Cut : Boneless Beef
" | Mutton Shoulder .

$790

Previously

Frozen Headless Salted:Alaskan Frozen Young Fresh Exceldor
Bangamary Cod Fillet © Whole Chicken  Chicken Drumsticks Chicken Leg
s A& 8 ™ -Quurters

/
2 o
Fresh Seafood Cafches

Fresh Fresh Fresh Tilapia Muﬂon Fresh Atlantic

4% %8 .z,z 589

b e e e e e e Fresh Coning Dry COCOI'IIH'S

S ials in Effect Thu. Feb.1st
Fwe Locatlons To Serve You Better T et e

Although we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the rlght to limit quantities.
Finch Ave. W.

Sheppard Ave. E. Bloor St. E.
Danforth Food Market Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd. 511225 Dundas St.

Steeles Ave. W.
Danforth Food Marke

Danforth

d. |

301 Silverstone Dr.|

e
=3
(=}
Food Market o~ “
i Foo :
3701 Keele St. ° 416-439-6397 : A Dixic & Dundas South =
416-398-8123 > = SIMissisauga . ‘ 289-298-0399 =
x < " & 8=1905-949-9990 E =
O ” f = 9 4 2
=) SHY < > o
5 = s 4 £
= P = =)
She DpAar d Ave. W . < Lawrence Ave. E. = DllIld'lS St. E =1
= Under New Management @ e =
tore Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Fri-Sat.9amto 9 pm Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 amto 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 8 pm Sunday 9 amto 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 6 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Serve You Better Dri
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K@@bﬂ LOTUS

Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive

North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27
647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Crematorium inside our building!

CHARLIE’S
CATERING

INCLUDING:
* Corporate Events * Weddings

and other Social Events

Not sure how musch food you'll need?
WE CAN HELP YOL!

e il nﬂ'hﬂ amoeey o dood i maskiue
Fe ke i s doke
o e B e e A T P S ) P e e

Full Catering bor Hindu religious

ceremonies including 7 curry
R WL TN T

Tk (ranemibe
you W v cur oot By by wer e

el 11 e ) Yo e o] by [t
That oo foodd & greal

WE CATER TD ALL YOUR
CARABEAM MEEDS.

For all your catering
needs please call
905-949-0663 or

email us at

AN maats halaf, charlses arpboancusinegEhatmail con

park free enviromment

JO055 Murontano SL Mississauga, LSA 260
W C Rarlee s antebeanc uising . C oim
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LAW OFFICE Jv

CHET SHARMA

B.A, BSW. (Hons), LL.B.
Barister, Sollcltor & Notary Public

GENERAL PRACTICE
Chet Sharma

| Immigration Law
BA, B.SW. (Hons), LLB.

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!

Divorce & Family Law
AC Services
s G AUTO WORK

BOE TRAE RIT Cubl] Yy

ON M1C 2)4

Office: 416-285-1550
Res: 416-284-9191
Brakes
Electrical Systems

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
Engine Repair

Stanley G. oy New & Used Tires
Steering
416-285-5875 Suspension

_ Transmission Repair
sgautoworkf@hotmail.com

1940 Ellesmere Rd, Umit 14
Scarborough, ON, MIH2V7
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[IIIZIIZ!]] TROLOG
PSYCHIGREADERI&EORTUNE{TELLER
' ASTRO Davananda '

100% RENIOVAL or BI.AcK HIAGIC,
=ions. BAD LUCK, EVIL SPIRITS & GIVES
HOLY SPIRIT PROTECTION
Expert in Palm Reading, Face )
Reading, Numerology, Photo Reading,
- g Horoscope and Lucky Numbers j

Call Once & See Your Life Change Forever!
- Specialist in Bringing Loved Ones Back

? VEDIC SOLUTIONS AVAILABLE FOR

+ HEALTH PROBLEM +/ FAMILY ARGUMENT

v MARRIAGE PROBLEM +/ FINANCE & BUSINESS

v/ LOVE PROBLEM -1 / SEXUAL PROBLEMS

v HUSBAND & WIFE v JOB & MONEY PROBLEMS
v/ RELATIONSHIPS v/ JEALOUSY & CURSE

v/ CHILDREN MISTAKES v/ VOODU & OBIYA

v/ EDUCATION PROBLEMS v' DARK DREAMS

v/ DIVORCE v/ BLACK MAGIC El it

v EVIL EYE v ENEMIES, ETC

Email: AstroDayananda@gmail.com .:" :
CALL AND BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT R

437-433-6999

639 MARKHAM RD, SCARBOROUGH, ON M1H 2A4 (INSIDE B4U & PAAN)
NEXT T0 SHOPPERS DRUG MART (MARKHAM & LAWRENCE)

CHARLEY'’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE

For all your catering

needs

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (6randma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.

.........................

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Broadcast an SN TV

Not sure how much food you need’ We'll help

you suggest the right amount of food to mini-
mize your cost.

foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.
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Police Force's forensic, investigative
capabilities to be enhanced

TO bolster the investigative capa-
bilities of the Guyana Police Force
(GPF), the government will be making
substantial investments in forensic sci-
ence and technological advancements to
deal with increasingly sophisticated
criminal activities.

Attorney General and Minister of
Legal Affairs Anil Nandlall made this
disclosure during the opening of a train-
ing programme in restorative justice on
Monday.

“We are investing in these pro-
grammes and policies right across the
divide. We have recognised, like the rest
of the world, that we have to change our
approach to investigation if we are
going to succeed,” Nandlall said.

In the 2024 budget, $250 million
was specifically allocated to improve
investigative and forensic capabilities.
This investment will facilitate training
programmes both locally and region-
ally.

Reflecting on the evolving nature
of crime, Nandlall remarked: “With the
technological changes that are taking
place across the globe, crime has not re-
mained stagnant. The criminal has
wised up. The criminal takes advantage
of technological changes.”

A pivotal development in this ini-
tiative is the operationalisation of a
DNA analysis workflow system, ac-
quired in 2022.

This state-of-the-art technology
has significantly bolstered forensic
crime-fighting capabilities within the
Guyana Police Force.

In 2023, the Guyana Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (GFSL) analysed a sig-
nificant number of biology cases,
involving over 900 DNA specimens.

Nandlall highlighted the impor-
tance of evolving law enforcement tech-
niques in response to these changes,
noting: “In the face of that, we can’t
have the same type of approach to polic-
ing, which we may have 30 years ago.
So, we are investing heavily in forensic

g

A

science, in all forms.”

Additionally, over 30 police offi-
cers and five officers from the Ministry
of Human Services will receive a fully
paid scholarship to India for training in
forensic interviews.

Nandlall pointed out that the
Guyana Online Academy of Learning
(GOAL) — a Government of Guyana
initiative which seeks to offer Guyanese
an opportunity to advance their educa-
tion through online and distance learn-
ing (ODL) mode - scholarship
programme has been expanded to in-
clude dozens of disciplines in forensic
investigative methods and techniques,
as well as social programmes and coun-
selling programmes.

“I’m pleased to report that dozens
of police and social workers have been

Attorney General Anil Nandilall

enrolled in our GOAL scholarship pro-
grammes to take advantage of these op-
portunities,” Nandlall said, as he
explained that the initiative not only en-
hances the technical skills of law en-
forcement personnel but also integrates
social service perspectives into their
training.

The GFSL’s performance in 2023
paints a picture of a robust and evolving
forensic capability.

The laboratory performed analyses
in 606 cases, involving over 9,000
pieces of individual evidence. These
cases encompassed a wide range of sub-
stances and evidence types, marking a
significant improvement from the 551
cases processed in 2022.

New to 2023 is the laboratory’s
ability to identify corrosive substances

and new psychoactive substances. This
enhancement reflects the government’s
commitment to staying ahead of evolv-
ing criminal methodologies.

DNA testing at the GFSL involves
comparisons and matching of evidence
to suspects, family testing (even when
the suspect’s DNA is unavailable), and
paternity testing. A wide range of sam-
ples, including cheek cells, hair, blood,
and touch DNA, can be collected and
submitted for testing.

The GFSL was established in 2014
and comprises four analytical depart-
ments (toxicology, documents, trace ev-
idence, and Chemistry) and six
non-analytical departments (security,
quality system, information system, fa-
cilities operation, evidence, and admin-
istration).

Owners counting losses after huge Berbice fire

IN a devastating turn of events on
Monday morning, a fire of unknown
origin tore through two longstanding
businesses in Corriverton, Berbice,
leaving owners grappling with substan-
tial losses.

The blaze, which ignited in a two-
storey wooden building, quickly en-
gulfed Mahin and Son Upholstery
Works before spreading to the adjacent
Ritz Hotel, Restaurant, and Bar. As
flames ravaged the structures, a third
building suffered significant scorching.

Mahendra Persaud, 54, owner of
the upholstery establishment, recounted
the harrowing moment when he first no-
ticed the smoke.

“I was stitching and smelled
smoke, so I thought someone was burn-
ing garbage outside,” Persaud stated.
“But when I went out and came back in,

I saw smoke inside. When I opened the
door, there was bare fire.”

Despite his efforts to extinguish
the flames, Persaud was unable to con-
tain the inferno. With the assistance of
a customer, he salvaged only a single
machine and a few rolls of upholstery.
Devastatingly, Persaud’s building was
reduced to ashes. “I collected advances
from people, plus I recently bought ma-
terials, all gone,” he lamented, tears
welling in his eyes. Additionally, Per-
saud sustained minor burns to his foot
during the ordeal.

The Guyana Fire Service swiftly
responded to the emergency after re-
ceiving an alert at 09:34 hours. Fire-
fighters from the Corriverton Fire
Station, aided by crews from Rose Hall,
arrived at the scene to find one building
destroyed and another engulfed in

flames. Despite their efforts, the blaze
had already caused extensive damage.

Meanwhile, Kamaldea Othra, 62,
affectionately known as “Rita,” owner
of the Ritz Hotel, recounted her own ex-
perience with the fire.

Othra was enjoying a morning cup
of coffee on the lower floor of her three-
storey building when her granddaughter
alerted her to smoke seeping through
the windows. Rushing outside, Othra
witnessed thick, dark smoke billowing
from the neighbouring premises. As
flames spread through the wooden ceil-
ings of her hotel, Othra evacuated the
building to ensure her safety.

The Ritz Hotel has been an integral
part of the Corriverton community for
many years, making its destruction all
the more heartbreaking for locals. As
firefighters battled the blaze, residents

of Springlands gathered, watching in
despair as two beloved businesses suc-
cumbed to the flames, leaving behind
millions of dollars in damages.

An investigation into the cause of
the fire is currently underway, as both
business owners grapple with the daunt-
ing task of rebuilding their lives from
the ashes of this tragic incident.

ADVERTISING in
EQUALITY NEWS
WORKS! TRY IT

TODAY. CALL 647-
216-2359
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Gov't ‘stepping harder on accel-
erator’ to advance development

HIGHLIGHTING that two of
Guyana’s major productive industries
were in total disrepair under the A Part-
nership for National Unity + Alliance For
Change (APNU+AFC) administration
from 2015-2020, President, Dr Irfaan Ali
on Monday called out the coalition for
now trying to use the bauxite and sugar
industries as “diversionary political
tools.”

The Head of State, in a live broad-
cast statement on his official Facebook
page, said that the main goal of the op-
position, APNU+AFC, is to pursue a “di-
visive” approach to politics.

According to statistics provided by
the Finance Minister, Dr Ashni Singh,
who joined the President during the
broadcast, the bauxite industry was most
successful during the PPP/C’s tenures in
office.

From 1979 to 1992, when the then
People’s National Congress (PNC) held
the governing office, the industry’s pro-
duction levels were significantly low
when compared to the PPP/C during
1993-2014.

Thereafter, a decline was recorded
when the A Partnership for National
Unity assumed office during the years
2015 to 2020.

President Ali and Dr Singh pre-
sented a graph which showed that there
was a higher average of production under
successive PPP/C governments com-
pared to the PNC/APNU+AFC.

According to the Finance Minister,
during 2015-2020, several operators had
suspended operations which saw hun-
dreds of workers being laid off.

He said that the economic life of
communities at Kwakwani, Ituni, Linden
and New Amsterdam had collapsed
under the coalition, as these were the
communities that were hubs for bauxite
production.

Now, the government is making sig-
nificant investments to increase produc-
tion and support the modernisation of the
industry, and this has led to the projection
of a massive production increase.

“We tried to first of all resuscitate
the industry from circumstances in which
we found it, creating an investor-friendly
environment once again, generating op-
timism and a positive output for the sec-
tor,” Dr Singh said

This led to a massive investment
made by a private operator in Linden,
Region 10-Bosai Minerals Group—in
which a US$120 million Kiln was pur-
chased to boost production output by one
million tonnes this year. Over the next

President Dr Irfaan Ali and Finance Minister Dr Ashni Singh during Monday’s live broadcast

two years, this investment has been esti-
mated to create 1,000 new jobs.

“The investment that we are making
in things like gas, energy and bringing
down the cost of electricity will once
again make it viable for Guyana to get
back in aluminum production,” Dr Singh
added.

Talks have already commenced in
getting more investors involved in the in-
dustry and potentially creating a hub for
aluminum production.

“Our policies are guided by what is
best for the country, what is best for the
people for the country,” President Ali
said.

Shifting attention to the sugar indus-
try, President Ali reminded that it was the
previous government which had a mis-

guided philosophy that led to the decline
of the industry.

In 2017, the then APNU-led gov-
ernment had closed several major sugar
estates across the country, leaving thou-
sands of persons without jobs.

A former Vice-President of the
APNU+AFC government, Khemraj
Ramjattan, had maintained that the coali-
tion’s move was transformational, as it is
not wise to spend “good money behind
bad sectors.”

Over 40,000 persons had either di-
rectly or indirectly lost sources of income
when the estates were closed and invest-
ments were stymied.

At the last general elections, the
PPP/C government vowed to reopen
these estates and upon assuming office

major investments were made to fulfil
the manifesto pledge of rehiring and in-
creasing sugar production.

Thousands of persons have since
been rehired and, to date, according to re-
cent statistics provided by the Ministry
of Agriculture, over 8,000 persons are
employed across the sugar belt.

The APNU+AFC, however, “don’t
understand the intricate nature of the
economy,” President Ali said.

And despite the narrative being
touted by the opposition, the government
is working on a system with the relevant
workers’ unions to improve wages.

A plan is also being established to
advance the skill levels of workers to fur-
ther support the optimising and mecha-
nisation of the sugar industry.

dwelling, concrete yard.

Home for sale:

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice.

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toi-
lets, central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water
filter, automatic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new
perkins generator no blackouts ready to move in and start

For more information contact via WhatsApp:
+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month!

www.limemag.ca

Monthly Lifestyle & Entertainment Magazine
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Avantika feels the role of Karen "breaks stereotypes" for women

Avantika embraces challenge of

being a ‘Mean Girl’

Avantika Vandanapu plays the role of "bimbo"
Karen Shetty in the new Mean Girls musical and
feels it's a chance to change perceptions around
South Asians in the film industry.

The ditzy character was originally played by
Amanda Seyfried in the 2004 film, but Avantika
joins a new cast and thinks it can "break stereo-
types".

"Of what we encourage women to be and what
we encourage women to think like," she tells BBC
Asian Network.

In the original film, teen royalty Karen is a
character who arguably doesn't think much, whether
it's putting her whole fist in her mouth, having a
"fifth sense" or crushing on a cousin.

But for Avantika, hearing the line "God Karen,
you're so stupid" was actually pretty empowering.

"Karen feels like somebody who embraces

being a bimbo and embraces being someone who's
sexual.

"I think playing that kind of character, espe-
cially as a South Asian woman is really, really
crazy," the 19-year-old says.

The musical, like the film, has been written by
Tina Fey, and Avantika praises the team "for casting
someone who visually also feels antithetical to
someone who was like that".

She says it's important for her as an actress to
"not spend my entire life in this industry forever
being perceived as someone who can only play the
shy nerd".

"And that people see me as something differ-
ent.

"It's validated this feeling that I can truly play
different characters and embody different people."

KALIMATHA

ASTROLOGICAL READER
PANDIT HANUMAN

Born to Serve People
Generation to Generatio

SUGGESTIONS & SOLUTIONS

* Business

* Work

* Money

* Love

* Court Case
* Depression
* Enemy

* Visa

* Sexual
* Drinking

* Jealousy
* Children
* Health

* Marriage

* Job

* Divorce

* Lucky Number
* Husband-wife

Expert in Removing Black Magic, Jadoo,
Voodoo Obeya & Gives 100% Immediate
Protection

Right Guidence, Better Future

647-482-05-55

2527 FINCH AVE W, NORTH YORK,
TORONTO, ONTORIO - M9M 2G1
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): Mars in the career area
of your chart endows you with a burning desire to succeed and
the more challenges you are confronted with over the next few
days the more you will like it — and people in positions of
power will be mightily impressed.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): Even if you are the sort
of Taurus who prefers not to take chances you will be hugely
adventurous over the next few days. With your insatiable cu-
riosity you want to broaden your horizons in every way possi-
ble so you get to know more about the world.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): The fact that some people
are easily fooled is not an excuse to take advantage of them.
If you have a better grasp of what is going on in the world than
they do you must make it your mission to open their eyes and
ears to reality.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Mars in your opposite
sign will confront you with partnership challenges but it will
also give you the energy and drive to deal with them. Remem-
ber, you don’t have to be confrontational, in fact you will ac-
complish more in the long-term if you work as a team.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Don’t be afraid to show your
ruthless side today, especially on the work front where it would
appear that some of your colleagues are not pulling their
weight and leaving you to do the bulk of the lifting. It’s time
for an attitude adjustment!

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): You feel more confident
and carefree than you have in a long time and you can use that
positive outlook to get ahead in the world professionally and
improve your private life too. The more of an effort you make
the more you will enjoy yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): You need to accept that
there is only so far you can go on your own and that won’t be
far enough to bring about the change of lifestyle you crave.
Try pairing up with someone who shares your sense of ambi-
tion — together you can make it work.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): Aim to give 100 per cent
every minute of every day. You have never been the sort to set-
tle for second best and there is no reason why you should lower
your standards now. Aim high, fly fast and be a force for good
in the world.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): You need to be
more careful about how you make use of your resources. The
most precious of those resources is time and if you take on too
many aims or tell others you can do things for them when you
cannot your time could run out very quickly.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): With Mars, Venus
and Mercury all moving through your sign you have all the
skills you need to get whatever it is you want most from life.
If you can, persuade others to do things for you. If you can’t,
don’t be afraid to be a little more forceful.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): You won’t know for
sure if people in positions of power like your ideas until you
tell them what they are. Yes, of course, they could reject them
out of hand but that’s not a good enough reason to say nothing.
You must speak up today.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Some of your opinions
may not be popular with people who don’t like changes but
that’s too bad. You can see which way the wind is blowing and
you have every intention of letting it blow you all the way to
success, even if it means leaving others behind.

Our
advertising works!
Try a low cost ad in
Equality News and

reap the benefits of
the only print weekly
newspaper
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International warrant issued for ex-

Suriname President Desi Bouterse

The Public Prosecution Service in
Suriname is taking swift action against
former president Desi Bouterse, as he
continues to evade his 20-year prison
sentence for murder.

The authorities are now in the
process of issuing an international ar-
rest warrant for the 78-year-old ex-
leader, who has failed to report to a
local prison for the second time.

Desi Bouterse, once a towering
figure in Suriname’s political land-
scape, has been at the center of a high-
profile legal battle since his conviction.

On two separate occasions, he has
defied court orders to present himself
at the Santo Boma prison, located just
south of the capital, Paramaribo.

His initial failure to appear last
Friday has left many questioning the
whereabouts of the former president.

Another of the convicted men, 68-
year-old Iwan Dijksteel has also failed
to report to prison.

The Court of Justice on Wednes-
day sentenced former Surinamese Pres-
ident Desi Bouterse to a 20-years in
prison.

The ruling marks the latest devel-
opment in a long-standing case that im-
plicates Bouterse in the heinous
murders of 15 individuals on Decem-
ber 8, 1982.

Bouterse, now 78 years old, was
absent as the Court handed down its
decision.

Reports are that he had appealed
against his conviction that had been
handed down in August 2021, when the
Court Martial of Suriname upheld the
2019 military court ruling of a 20-year
jail term following a trial that had been
going on for several years.

In 2017, Desi Bouterse and 23 co-

Desi Bouterse, former President of Suriname, has failed to report to prison to start his 20 year sentence

defendants appeared in the military
court after the Court of Justice had ear-
lier dismissed a motion to halt the trial.
The charges stemmed from the
December 8, 1982 murders of 15 men,
a group that included journalists, mili-
tary officers, union leaders, lawyers,
businessmen, and university lecturers.
Throughout the proceedings, the
prosecution asserted that the victims

had been apprehended on the nights of
December 7 and 8§, then subsequently
transported to Fort Zeelandia, the Suri-
namese National Army’s former head-
quarters.

According to reports, these men
suffered torture and were executed
without trial, with their fates sealed
during this period of unlawful confine-
ment.

While no order for his immediate
arrest has been announced, Justice Di-
nesh Sewratan said that the 15 men
were murdered without conscience and
that there was indeed premeditation.

Taking into account the historical
context and the legal landscape of the
time the crimes occurred, Justice
Sewratan opted for the highest avail-
able sentence of 20 years.

Negril may become a parish: Holness

With legislation in the works to
make the town of Portmore, Jamaica,
its own parish, Prime Minister Andrew
Holness said similar changes are being
considered for the resort town of Negril
in Westmoreland.

While commenting on plans for
Portmore parish status during the offi-
cial launch of the $4.4-billion Portmore
Resilience Park on Thursday, Holness
hinted that the Negril might be consid-
ered for similar administrative changes.

“There is another area where its
own administrative personality is
emerging and which we will have to
consider some change in how their af-
fairs are administered, and that is Ne-
gril. You will understand that the town
of Negril has grown; it has grown out
of Westmoreland into Hanover and it is
now creating a problem as to which
Municipality has charge over its devel-
opment,” the Prime Minister said.

“So, these are things that happen

as populations grow, as countries grow
and we shouldn’t be afraid of it, we
should embrace it as part of the change
and that is how we as Jamaicans start
to take responsibility In for our own fu-
ture and destiny. So, we need to put
aside the political fear,” he added.

Portmore is the only town in Ja-
maica that has municipality status, as
all parishes on the island do. The town
also has its own city council and
mayor.

Municipality status for Negril,
which is now shared by the Hanover
and Westmoreland municipal corpora-
tions, could pave the way for the town
to become a parish.

In the meantime, the Prime Minis-
ter also gave an update on the legisla-
tion to make Portmore Jamaica’s 15th
parish, saying although it has been
drafted, the government will not have it
approved in Parliament before the local
government elections.

Andrew Holness

The elections, which were last
held in November 2016, are slated to
be held no later than February 28,
2024.

“Our Bill is ready to go to Parlia-
ment. We were ready for a little while
now, we will not take it to Parliament,
we will probably... table it but we will
not pass it, because there is no way that

we could seek to establish a parish and
it be clouded in political accusations.
No, we would never do that, and I want
the people of Portmore to be assured of
that,” he said.

The Prime Minister said the deci-
sion is necessitated by the need for
proper administration of the affairs of
the rapidly developing municipality.

“I use political in two senses, one
sense is the contest for power and the
other sense is the administration of the
affairs of the people, the participation
of the people in the administration of
their affairs. Portmore has reached the
point, and it has reached that point long
ago, where we must now provide for
the proper administration of its affairs
—economic, social, cultural, infrastruc-
ture, security — all of the local affairs,”
he noted.

Holness said there is a standard
process engaged for changing political
geographical boundaries.
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New ‘Connect Caribe’ ferry serv-
ice to be launched in Caribbean

A private sector-led regional ferry
service was launched in Barbados on
Tuesday 23 January aimed at increasing
and improving transportation among the
Caribbean countries.

Upturn Funds Caribbean in collab-
oration with Pleion Group Incorporated
unveiled the joint-venture partnership,
which it said has led to the establishment
of the new private sector-led ferry com-
pany - “Connect Caribe”

Speaking at the launch held by
stakeholders, the co-founder and chief
executive officer for the Caribbean re-
gion, Andre Thomas said discussions are
currently ongoing between regional
leaders including this country’s Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley and his
Guyana and Barbados counterparts on
the services offered by Caribe as well as
the benefits attached.

“We are in talks with the govern-
ments...There is a significant discussion
on how we can integrate and tackle this
huge opportunity and problem. I believe
that where there are problems, there are
opportunities...so there will be signifi-

cant collaboration between the service
that will be done by the governments
and our service,” he said.

Thomas said its services will be a
game changer in the transportation in-
dustry. He further noted that the three
proposed vessels will have the capacity
to transport up to 8,000 passengers,
cargo and manufactured goods and pro-

- e -

duce.

Thomas noted that the service,
scheduled to begin in the last quarter of
2024, will offer weekly and daily round
trips, linking Barbados with Saint Lucia,
Trinidad and Tobago, St Vincent,
Grenada, Dominica, Antigua, Suriname,
and Guyana. He said specific focus is
also being placed on the Barbados-

The T&T ferry, Galleons Passage, has been tipped as the vessel to run the inter-Caribbean rpute

Trinidad-Guyana route.

But exactly how much are passen-
gers expected to pay?

“A standard fare on our service
would cost only US$100 plus whatever
charges come from that particular gov-
ernment. So for US$100, we want you
to be able to move from Barbados to
Trinidad,” Thomas said.

Police in Suriname are searching for a man who
fired several gunshots at the home of Health Minis-
ter, Amar Ramadhin on Wednesday morning.

Police said that no one was injured.

They also reported that hat they were provided
with a description of the gunman by a guard at the
minister’s residence at Emielaan, located in the capi-
tal, Paramaribo.

Authorities found nine shell casings and said
that the gunman, dressed in a white T-shirt and black
pants, fled on a bicycle.

Ramadhin has confirmed the incident.

Wanted Grenadian businessman
nabbed in T&T

The Royal Grenada Police Force (RGPF) has
collaborated with regional law enforcement agencies,
leading to the apprehension of a key suspect in
Trinidad and Tobago.

Dwayne Mc¢ Donald, a businessman from Mt
Pleasant, Carriacou, who had been on the radar of the
RGPF, was recently captured in Trinidad and Tobago.
Mc Donald was sought by the police for his al-
leged connection to the May 2023 death of Victor
Randy Mc Intosh, also a resident of Carriacou.

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

The RGPF revealed that this successful opera-
tion was the result of a concerted intelligence effort
involving multiple agencies.

Teams from Grenada, Trinidad and Tobago, and
other regional entities led to the arrest of Mc Donald.

RGPF has expressed its gratitude towards its re-
gional counterparts, highlighting the crucial role
played by Trinidad and Tobago’s law.

Ex-T&T Top Cop sues National
Security Minister for defamation

In a bold move, former Trinidad & Tobago Po-
lice Commissioner Gary Griffith has filed a defama-
tion lawsuit against National Security Minister
Fitzgerald Hinds.

The lawsuit seeks to prevent the senior govern-
ment minister or anyone associated with him from
speaking, further publishing, or making other similar
defamatory comments about him.

The lawsuit stems from Minister Hinds’ tele-
vised statements last October, where he raised con-
cerns about Griffith’s performance as commissioner
of police.

Initiated on January 18th, the legal battle offi-
cially began when Griffith’s legal team filed the law-

Suriname Health Minister comes under gun fire

suit, serving it to Minister Hinds a day later.

No new Covid protocols needed,
says Bahamas PM

Bahamas’ Prime Minister Philip Davis says that
there is no need to implement COVID-19 protocols
in the country, despite a recent surge in cases since
December 2023. This decision comes in the face of
warnings from health officials regarding the escalat-
ing COVID-19 situation.

Prime Minister Davis has announced that while
masks are recommended, they will not be made
mandatory. The Ministry of Health in the Bahamas
has reported a concerning increase in COVID-19
cases. Over the past six weeks, a total of 36 cases
have been documented, with 26 cases occurring in
December alone.

Additionally, the country has sadly recorded one
COVID-19-related death during this period.

Former Health Minister, Dr. Duane Sands, has
voiced his concerns about the government’s lack of
transparency in addressing the COVID-19 situation.

He believes that the authorities should be more
forthcoming with residents about the reality of the
pandemic within the country.
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Former Jamaican MP Jolyan Silvera

Former Jamaican member of Par-

charged with wife’s murder

liament Jolyan Silvera also faces a gun
charge in relation to the murder case of
his wife, Melissa.

The Judiciary of Jamaica revealed
that Silvera is being charged with the of-
fense of using a firearm to commit a
felony, along with murder.

The revelation was made following
backlash over the presiding judge’s de-
cision to bar the media and family mem-
bers from being present for his first court
appearance last week.

The judiciary, in a statement re-
leased today, indicated that it has long
been established that cases before the
Circuit Court Division of the Gun Court
are held behind closed doors to protect
relevant parties such as witnesses.

The Gun Court Act states that “In
the interest of public safety or public
order, no person shall be present at any
sitting of the Court except — (a) mem-
bers and officers of the Court and any
constable or other security personnel re-
quired by the Court; (b) parties to the
case before the Court, their attorneys,
and witnesses giving or having given
their evidence, and other persons di-
rectly concerned with the case.”

The former St. Mary Western rep-
resentative for the People’s National
Party will next appear in court on Feb-
ruary 8.

Following his first court appear-
ance on Thursday, Silvera’s defence at-
King’s
Champagnie spoke to the media.

torney Counsel  Peter

Champagnie noted that his client is

maintaining his innocence.
“He has maintained his position of

B'dos deputy speaker removed after sex charges

i Deacons Farm, St. Michael

Barbados’ Prime Minister Mia Mottley has sup-
ported the removal of Neil Rowe from his role as the

deputy speaker of the Parliament.

The decision, she explained, will allow Rowe to
address a legal matter currently before the High Court.
Last September, Magistrate Deidre McKenna
ruled that Mr. Rowe should stand trial in the High

Court.

The charge against him alleges that in September
2022, he engaged in sexual intercourse with a woman
without her consent, or was reckless as to whether she

consented.

The ruling Barbados Labour Party, which com-
mands all 30 seats in the Parliament, convened yester-

day to deliberate on the matter.

During the session, Deputy Prime Minister and
Leader of Government Business, Santia Bradshaw,
tabled a motion to revoke Mr. Rowe’s appointment as

deputy speaker.

The motion was passed unanimously, resulting in

Neil Rowe’s removal from his position.
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Jolyan Silvera and his wife Melissa in happier times

innocence from day one. I am not saying
that he is, because I understand that
there is a report to that effect. No lawyer
should ever really say that because if
you so are certain, then you would be a
witness,” he said.

Detectives assigned to the Major
Investigation Division (MID) charged
the former St. Mary Western representa-
tive on Friday following a third round of
questioning. Jolyan, 52, was taken into
custody on Thursday afternoon.

It was previously reported that 42-
year-old Melissa died in her sleep on

November 10, 2023, at the couple’s res-
idence in Stony Hill, St. Andrew. But the
police later upgraded their probe to a
murder investigation after her post-
mortem examination revealed she was
shot at least three times.

Head of the police’s crime and se-
curity portfolio, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP) Fitz Bailey, on Thurs-
day, confirmed that the probe brought
forth sufficient evidence for Jolyan to be
brought in as a suspect.

Police had questioned Silvera on
two previous occasions as part of the

probe. At that time, Silvera’s attorney
Peter Champagnie said his client was
not being treated as a suspect.

In a press conference on Friday,
DCP Bailey said the investigation con-
tinues as the police believe that other
charges will be laid against Silvera.

The Commanding Officer for the
Major Investigation Division, Superin-
tendent Richard Hilton, said that during
the investigation, the team visited the
crime scene at the couple’s home and
observed things that were “not normal.”

Neil Rowe — parliament votes to remove him as Deputy Speaker
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American woman fined $52K after

stripping a

The American woman who was
last week caught on camera stripping
naked and being restrained by security
officers at the Sangster International
Airport (SIA) in Montego Bay, Jamaica,
was fined a combined total of $52,000
when she appeared in court on Monday.

The woman, whose identity has not
been disclosed but who is said to be a
dentist, pleaded guilty to the charges of
resisting arrest, indecent exposure, and
disorderly conduct.

During Monday’s court proceed-
ings, the woman’s attorney, Mark
Williams, informed the court that his
client’s family struggles with mental
health issues.

“She, herself, has always been a
high-functioning person, and one who
has functioned at the highest level in her
profession. But it appears as if she had
a psychotic episode that morning,” the
attorney said.

He also told the court that his client
is on anxiety medication.

Presiding judge Kaysha Grant-
Pryce subsequently ordered the defen-
dant to pay a fine of $50,000 or spend
20 days in jail for resisting arrest, $1,000
or five days in jail for indecent expo-
sure, and $1,000 or five days in jail for
disorderly conduct.
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Footage off of video shows the woman being restrained at Sangster Airport while stripping

According to police reports, on
January 23, at about 11:00 am, the
woman was in the departure terminal at
the SIA, preparing to board a United
Airlines flight to Las Vegas, when she
began behaving in a loud and boisterous
manner as she and another woman got
into a confrontation.

The woman then went on to hurl
expletives at security officers who at-

tempted to intervene, escalating to her
stripping off her clothing and getting
into a physical altercation with an offi-
cer who tried to restrain her.

After several minutes of intense
confrontation, the woman was eventu-
ally restrained and escorted to the Corn-
wall Regional Hospital where she
received medical attention. She was sub-
sequently arrested and charged for her

actions at the airport.

Following the incident, a three-
minute-long viral video emerged on so-
cial media showing the woman’s actions
at the airport. In the video, she is seen
and heard hurling expletives, removing
her clothes and throwing them at on-
lookers, and resisting officers’ attempts
to restrain her.

UK woman charged after cocaine found at NMIA

A Jamaica-born British woman is
facing charges following the discovery
of cocaine concealed within powdered
milk packets during an attempt to board
a flight bound for London.

Mitzie Graham, a 53-year-old
health care assistant, has been remanded
until March 6, awaiting a bail applica-
tion by her attorney.

She is charged with possession of,

dealing in, and taking steps to export co-
caine.

Reports are that on January 17,
around 5 p.m., Graham checked in at the
Norman Manley International Airport in
Kingston, Jamaica, with plans to board
a flight destined for London.

During security screening, 4.8 kilo-
grams of cocaine was discovered con-
cealed in nine large packages of “Lasco”
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Cocaine was contained in packages of Lasco

in her suitcase.

The estimated street value of this il-
licit cargo is an eye-catching
US$144,000, equivalent to nearly J$21
million.

Reports are that Graham’s attorney,
Orville Morgan, revealed that it was his
client who voluntarily informed the po-
lice officers that she was transporting
the milk product on behalf of a friend
named ‘Munchie.’

Reportedly, ‘Munchie’ had re-
quested Graham collect the packages.

Reports are that the woman told the

police about the items after they en-
quired about the ownership of the con-
tents in her luggage.

It is further reported that following
Graham’s arrest, protesters gathered in
front of Munchie’s home in London,
calling for her to hand herself over to the
police.

During the recent court appearance
on Friday, Morgan expressed his intent
to seek bail for his client during the up-
coming court date.

Graham was subsequently re-
manded.
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Kamla: Anti-crime Town Hall meetings
are for UNC to listen to ideas

Trinidad & Tobago Opposition
Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar has said
the anti-crime town hall meetings which
the UNC is hosting are not for the party
to tell the public its plans to fight crime.

She made this comment when she
addressed the UNC's second anti-crime
town hall meeting at Naparima College,
San Fernando on Monday night.

"There are some who are of the
view that we — meaning my MPs, my
senators and myself — that we should
come and talk down to you, that we
should come and tell you our plans."

But Persad-Bissessar said this is not
the purpose of the meetings.

That, she said, is for the UNC to get
feedback from ordinary citizens and
qualified people about how to deal with
crime.

"Together we can take all of these
suggestions and build on defence strate-
gies and solutions to fight crime."

When she announced the party's
anti-crime town hall meetings last De-
cember, Persad-Bissessar said all the
suggestions and recommendations made
during the meetings will be compiled
into a crime action report.

Persad-Bissessar added that the
UNC was holding these meetings after it
failed to reach agreement with the Gov-
ernment about bipartisan talks to deal
with crime.

In an October 12 letter, the Prime
Minister wrote to Persad-Bissessar about
scheduling bipartisan crime talks imme-
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Opposition leader Kamla Persad Bissessar during the UNC's anti-crime town hall meeting

diately after the budget debate in Parlia-
ment.

Dr Rowley proposed several pieces
of anti-crime legislation for discussion.

Attorney General Reginald Armour,
SC, was nominated as the leader of the
Government's team to the talks.

Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister Stuart Young, National Security

Minister Fitzgerald Hinds, Housing Min-
ister Camille Robinson-Regis, Public
Utilities Minister Marvin Gonzales and
Tourism, Culture and the Arts Minister
Randall Mitchell were the other mem-
bers.

On November 3, Armour wrote to
Persad-Bissessar asking her to nominate
her team for the talks.

Persad-Bissessar criticised Rowley
for not planning to attend the talks, and
no UNC team was nominated.

Rowley subsequently criticised the
UNC, saying it was seeking to score po-
litical points and not being serious about

addressing crime.

Cro Cro ordered to pay $250K libel: calypso not a weapon

President of the Trinbago Unified
Calypsonians Organisation (TUCO)
Ainsley King says he has no issue with
the court judgment ordering four-time
Calypso Monarch Weston “Cro Cro”
Rawlins to pay businessman Inshan Ish-
mael $250,000 in damages for defama-
tion.

Justice Frank Seepersad, in his
judgment on Monday, said while some
parts of Rawlins’ 2023 calypso Another
Sat is Outside Again were “fair com-
ment,” there were defamatory portions
which were “salacious and derogative.”

Speaking after the ruling, King
said the judgment should remind calyp-
sonians of the standards they should
meet when performing.

“We have to maintain a level of re-
spect and order in the place. And we
cannot just do anything, say anything to
people. I think calypsonians need to be
careful because we have a beautiful art
form, a real nice art form, and we
shouldn't use it as a weapon against peo-
ple.”

He said he believed justice was
served and the calypso fraternity should
“accept the ruling for what it is.”

King said there was no need to pass
legislation to give calypsonians special
protection from defamation laws, as
they need to “know the difference be-
tween right and wrong” and use the art
form positively.

“I've heard people talk all kind of
thing, that people and calypsonians have
to stand up for black man and all them
things. But I don't think that is a good
way to go, because it's a matter of right
and wrong. It’s not about ethnic group
and all that.”

King also agreed with Seepersad’s
concerns over divisive content and
lyrics, which fuel racial tensions, being
performed at calypso tents and national
competitions.

He said TUCO’s current executive
is trying to “rebuild and reignite that
special and greatness back into calypso”
after years of its being used for politics
and “to bash other ethnic groups.”

“Calypso is suffering as a result of
that. The industry is not in a good place,
because it has so much misconceptions
with the music, and we need to fix it, be-
cause it's not by mistake that our music
is not the top in the Caribbean any

more.”

He said Jamaican music has sur-
passed calypso in popularity, as Ja-
maicans chose not to make the same
mistakes as calypsonians.

“The judge is totally right and it's
time that people start pulling themselves
together. If this art form have to grow,
we have to use it in a progressive way
that will attract growth and expansion.

“Let we use this as an example to
understand that calypso needs to be used
in a positive way to build the nation, to
motivate people, to make people smile.”

He added calypsonians need to
“think about the country as a whole”
when writing their songs and focus on
“the right set of practices...that will
work holistically for the country.”

“Think about motivating the citi-
zens of this country. Think about edu-
cating the citizens of this country. Think
about uplifting the spirit of the people
of the country.

“We have a responsibility to use
(calypso) in the correct way. Don't use
it to bash and to hurt other people.”

He compared the power of a ca-
lypso to a gun, saying artistes could use

the art form either to help or hurt peo-
ple.

“A man could use a gun to protect
himself, and he could also use a gun to
hurt others, to kill others. But it's what
you choose to use the tool to do.”

Attorney-at-law and public rela-
tions officer for TUCO Rondell Donawa
said Rawlins has the organisation’s sup-
port.

“We stand firm in support of our
calypsonians and the ability to express
themselves through song without hav-
ing to be muzzled or muted for whatever
circumstances based on one’s feelings.”

He said he felt Ishmael did not earn
a “total victory,” as some of Rawlins’
lyrics were deemed to be fair comment,
which is a defence for defamation.

He added the sum Rawlins was or-
dered to pay was far less than what
someone would have paid if there was
found to be a “total defamation of char-
acter.” However, he added while TUCO
continues to support calypsonians in
their delivery and their messaging of
free speech, there must be a recognition
that TT is “becoming a litigious soci-
ety.”
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Lara, Hooper In tears, regional

leaders hail young

AS Australian batsman Josh Hazle-
wood's off stump was uprooted by
Guyanese pacer Shamar Joseph, tears of
joy were shed by West Indians around
the world. The West Indies, with four
players making their Test debuts on tour,
had clinched a phenomenal Test victory
Down Under, by eight runs.

Joseph, 24, in just his second Test
match, tore through the top-ranked Aus-
tralian batting on Sunday with pace, con-
trolled aggression and an iron will.

Joseph's remarkable figures of
seven wickets for 68 runs at The Gabba,
Brisbane, helped the visitors draw the
two-match series 1-1. It was their first
Test win on Australian soil in 27 years.

Looking on from the commentary
booth while working for Fox Cricket
was West Indies legend Brian Lara, who
has had his share of battles with the
Aussies.

"West Indies have done it," the 54-
year-old Lara shouted as Hazlewood lost
his wicket.

Overcome with euphoria, Lara
hugged his former nemesis and ex-Aus-
tralia wicketkeeper/batsman Adam
Gilchrist, who was also doing commen-
tary.

"It's unbelievable," Lara said as his

eyes swelled with pride. "Twenty-seven
years to beat Australia in Australia.
Young, inexperienced, written off — this
West Indies team can stand tall today.
West Indies cricket can stand tall today.
Today is a big day in West Indies cricket.
Congratulations. Congratulations to
every single member of that cricket
team. What a wonderful occasion."

Another West Indian legend in Aus-
tralia, Carl Hooper, was shown in the
corner of ABC's commentary studio with
his head in his hands while facing a wall.
When he turned around, Hooper, who
also hails from Guyana, wiped tears
from his eyes before turning around
again and walking back to the wall.

West Indies white-ball coach and
former captain Daren Sammy certainly
enjoyed the performance, as he posted
on X (formerly Twitter), "Are you not
entertained."

Another ex-West Indies captain,
Dwayne Bravo, congratulated the team
on Instagram and paid kudos to skipper
Kraigg Brathwaite and Joseph. He said,
"Big congratulations to skipper Kraigg
Brathwaite, well done on leading this
young team to be able to create history!
You deserve all the accolades that will
be coming your way, Shamar
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West Indies' Shamar Joseph raises the ball after taking seven wickets

Joseph....Enjoy the moment and it's a
day all WI fans will remember for a very
long time."

Former South African batsman AB
de Villiers said he was in tears reading
about Joseph's rise to international
cricket. Joseph was born in Baracara, a
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remote village in Guyana with less than
400 people. Baracara, which can only be
accessed by boat, did not have internet
up until 2018. Life was tough but Joseph
was determined to succeed. He left
Baracara for New Amsterdam after a
falling tree almost killed him.
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CoE: Company should be charged with
corporate manslaughter in divers’' deaths

The Paria Fuel Trading Company
Limited in Trinidad should be charged
for corporate manslaughter.

It’s one of 52 recommendations
from the 380-page report produced by
Jerome Lynch, KC, chairman of the
Commission of Enquiry (CoE) into
the Paria pipeline tragedy which lead
to deaths of four divers on February
25,2022.

The report, which was submitted
to President Christine Kangaloo on
November 30, was laid in Parliament
by Energy Minister Stuart Young last
week.

Lynch said Paria breached its
duty of care to Land and Marine Con-
struction Services Ltd (LMCS). In
turn, LMCS breached its duty of care
to its workers.

Recommendation 40 said: “We
recommend to the Director of Public
Prosecutions that on the evidence be-
fore this tribunal, we find that there
are sufficient grounds to conclude that
Paria’s negligence could be charac-
terised as gross negligence and conse-
quently criminal. We do not conclude
that the same is true of LMCS as we
are of the view that they were effec-
tively prevented from pursuing a res-
cue by Paria.”

Recommendation 41 asked that

the “DPP consider charging Paria with
what is commonly known as corporate
manslaughter”.

The divers—Rishi Nagassar,
Kazim Ali Jr, Fyzal Kurban, Yusuf
Henry and Christopher Boodram, em-
ployees of LMCS, were sucked into a
30-inch underwater pipeline after a
differential pressure (Delta P) event
occurred while they were doing main-
tenance work at Berth No6 in the
Pointe-a-Pierre harbour.

During the CoE, Paria had
claimed it did not know the divers
were in the pipe between 2.45 pm and
5.30 pm on the day and only became
aware when Boodram emerged. Paria
did not allow a rescue mission for the
other divers and Boodram was the
sole survivor in an ordeal, which
lasted five days.

The deaths and the public furore
which followed, led to the CoE, which
cost $15.5 million. The report said
there was enough evidence for prose-
cution of both Paria Fuel operations
manager Colin Piper and LMCS’
Kazim Ali Sr individually and Paria
and LMCS as employers for a number
of offences under the OSH Act.

“However, at the time of writing
this report, the OSH ACT requires that
any such proceedings before the In-
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dustrial Court must be filed within
two years of the incident becoming
known - in other words 24th February
2024,” it said.

Lynch’s recommendation was
that the company implement stringent
measures to ensure all divers are of a
certain accreditation.

“That compulsory regulation of
all commercial diving operations be
introduced with a regime of financial
penalties and criminal sanctions for
companies and individuals failing to
adhere to them,” the report recom-
mended.

In his final press conference,
Lynch said it remains factual that in
an industry inherently dangerous in its
operations, there are no compulsory
standards in Trinidad and Tobago.

In addition, the report looked at
inadequacies in the contract between
LMCS and Paria and the fact that no
provision was made for a Delta P
event in the contract.

Furthermore, there was no cer-
tificate of environmental clearance for
the area, which was crucial to regula-
tory compliance.

Lynch recommended that the
new draft dive standards be made
compulsory immediately.

In the report, it said, “All realistic

options should have been considered.
Even if the camera revealed that
which they sought, no plan to carry
out a rescue had been put in place. No
attempt was made to engage with the
country’s best experts in commercial
diving which had arrived on site.”

The report said Paria had a “com-
mon law duty of care given the inher-
ently dangerous nature of the work”.

“That non-delegable duty of care
arises in addition to LMCS duty of
care. Paria was in breach of their non-
delegable duty of care,” it said.

Despite Lynch’s recommendation
that Paria be investigated for corpo-
rate manslaughter, the crime of corpo-
rate manslaughter is not codified in
T&T’s legislation. However, such a
charge is possible in common law.
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