
The Grantley Adams Interna-

tional Airport (GAIA) has reached a 

significant milestone in its history. 

Minister of Tourism Ian Good-

ing-Edghill reported on Saturday that 

the port of entry was fast becoming 

an international hub and statistics 

showed that by the end of the year, 

there will be a record number of visi-

tors to pass through the airport. 

“The Grantley Adams Interna-

tional Airport is projected to have 2.3 

million passengers by the end of this 

calendar year. This is certainly up 

from the 2019 figure, which I’m ad-

vised was 2.29 million,” he said, 

stressing that the island was experi-

encing a boom in tourism. 

The minister added that Satur-

day was one of the busiest days at the 

airport in its history. 

He said 8 000 visitors travelled 

to Barbados in a single day. Of that 

figure, 2 200 were air to sea transfers 

while the other 5 800 were stay over 

visitors.  

“”The Grantley Adams Interna-

tional Airport has had one of its 

busiest days certainly in its history. 

I’ve been advised that there are 54 

flights arriving today. We have 15 

wide bodies, 15 narrow bodies and 24 

regional flights coming into Grantley 

Adams International Airport… What 

this tells you is that the growth we 

are looking for and achieving speaks 

volumes.” 

Chief executive officer of the 

airport Hadley Bourne said the air-

port was undergoing a number of ini-

tiatives to enhance the customer 

experience and they augured well for 

the increased arrivals.  

See story on Page 21 

Food For The Poor Guyana, Food 

and For The Poor Canada brought 

Christmas cheer to to the children of 

Mahaicony, Guyana during the festive 

season. 

According to the FFTP Guyana, 

over 150 children from the Region 

Five community were able to benefit 

from the heartwarming gesture thanks 

to the collaborative efforts of the local 

and Canadian charity, as well as gen-

erous donors Richard and Carrol Ve-

rasammy. 

the Verasammy family played a 

central role in the day’s celebrations 

which saw both Richard and Carrol 

Verasammy making an appearance as 

Santa and Mrs. Claus, personally dis-

tributing gifts to the children. 

Along with other members of the 

Verasammy family, they created long 

lasting memories with the children. 

FFTP stated that one of the young 

attendees expressed her delight, say-

ing, “This event will always be in my 

memory because I have never experi-

enced something like this before.” The 

organisation said the child’s words en-

capsulate the joy and wonder felt by 

children during this special occasion. 

The Christmas party was a true 

testament to the spirit of giving, 

thanks to the combined efforts of Food 
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Hastings Main Road 

Highway 7 

Christ Church 

Barbados WI 

+1 (246) 228-0704

For the most delicious local and 

international cuisine and signature 

cocktails in Barbados.  

Join us for an exceptional time 

when you visit our beautiful island
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United Kingdom 
(UK) Foreign Secretary 
Rt. Hon. David Lammy 
has praised Guyana’s 
remarkable economic 
growth, describing the 
country as a global leader 
during his inaugural 
visit. 

Mr. Lammy, whose 
parents are of Guyanese 
heritage, emphasised 
the growing partnership 
between the UK and 
Guyana, which he 
referred to as the 

A new era of 
travel has emerged for 
Guyanese people with 
the launch of direct 

Grenada, courtesy of 
InterCaribbean Airways. 
This new route not only 
opens up new travel 
opportunities, but also 
strengthens the bond 
between two CARICOM 
Member States, fostering 
deeper collaboration and 
partnership.

Grenada, known 
as the Spice Island, is 
now just 90 minutes 

beaches, stunning 
waterfalls, and vibrant 
culture. InterCaribbean’s 
competitive fares make 

for tourists seeking a 

world’s fastest-growing 
economy.

During his visit, Mr. 
Lammy participated 
in several activities 
aimed at strengthening 
collaboration in climate 
action, infrastructure 
development, and 
economic prosperity.

At a community 
engagement in 
Rockstone Village, Mr. 
Lammy launched the UK-
Pact Amazon Regional 
Fund, a programme 

Guyana and Grenada 
share a special bond, 
shaped by a history of 
African, European, and 

Both nations are led by 
young, dynamic leaders 
and share a vision for the 
future of the Caribbean. 

wildlife, Grenada’s sun, 
sand, and sea are perfect 

The Department 
of Public Information 

this connection, 

designed to support 
sustainable livelihoods, 
combat deforestation, 
and protect forests in the 
Amazon. The fund will 

Bolivia, and Ecuador, 
building on the UK-
PACT’s ongoing work in 
Brazil and Colombia.

“Guyana is at the 
forefront, leading,” 
Mr. Lammy remarked, 
applauding the nation’s 

management and its 
achievement of the 
lowest deforestation rate 
in the Amazon.

The Foreign 
Secretary also visited the 
Linden-Mabura Road 
Project, a transformative 
initiative funded through 
a UK Government 
grant via the Caribbean 
Development Bank 
(CDB)-adminis tered 
United Kingdom 
Caribbean Infrastructure 
Fund, alongside 

immersing in Grenada’s 
rich culture and natural 
beauty. Highlights 
of the trip included 
savouring local cuisine, 

contributions from the 
Government of Guyana.

The project 
underscores the 
deepening collaboration 
between the two 
nations, enhancing 
Guyana’s connectivity 
while showcasing the 
tangible impact of UK 
investments in regional 
infrastructure.

President Dr. Irfaan 
Ali hosted discussions 
with Mr. Lammy focused 
on strengthening 

tourism. The DPI team 
enjoyed visits to high-
end resorts like Coyaba 
Beach Resort and Spice 
Island Beach Resort, as 

partnerships in climate 
change, biodiversity, 
and economic growth. 
Speaking at a State 
House reception held in 
his honour, Mr. Lammy 

Guyana’s achievements 
and optimism about the 
future of UK-Guyana 
relations.

“As the son of 
Guyanese parents, it 
was a huge honour 
to be back in Guyana 
as the UK’s Foreign 

well as the Underwater 
Sculpture Park, 
showcasing Grenada’s 
artistic side.

A visit to the Nutmeg 
Museum in St Mark’s 

into Grenada’s spice 

of nutmeg in its 
economy. The parallels 
between Guyana and 
Grenada, including the 
culinary connection to 
dishes like Grenada’s 
"oil down" and Guyana’s 
gun-oil, deepened the 

nations.

Secretary. This is 
the fastest-growing 
economy in the world, 
and I’m determined 
for us to grow more 
together,” Mr. Lammy 
wrote in a social media 
post following the event.

The visit 
highlighted several 
UK-supported projects 
in Guyana, including 
the construction of 
a maternity hospital 
in Georgetown using 
steel manufactured in 
Yorkshire. This initiative 
illustrates how UK 

to Guyana’s development 
while supporting 
jobs. Discussions also 
touched on plans to 

international airport, 
further solidifying 
economic ties between 
the two nations.

Adventure seekers 
can hike Myristic 
Mountain, where 
breathtaking views 
provide a chance to 
connect with nature. 
Grenada’s spirit of 
hospitality, embedded 
in the hearts of its 
people, connects both 
nations under a shared 
Caribbean identity. 
Whether seeking 

or cultural immersion, 

something for everyone.

���

�	�����	��	������������������	�	����	�����������

����	�������
������
���	�����
�����	�
�
��

Guyana and Qatar 

towards strengthening 
their bilateral relations 

political consultation 
held on December 10, 
2024. The meeting, 
hosted by the Ministry 

and International 
Cooperation, aimed to 

cooperation and solidify 

Foreign Secretary 
Robert Persaud led the 
Guyana delegation, 
while H.E Dr Ahmed bin 

Hassan Al Hammadi, 
Secretary-General of 
the Qatari Ministry of 

the Qatari side. Both 
delegations discussed 
opportunities for 

collaboration in various 
sectors, including 
infrastructure, health, 
agriculture, and energy.

investments beyond the 

energy sector, with a 
focus on real estate and 
hospitality. This aligns 
with the growing interest 
of Qatari companies 
in Guyana's emerging 
economy.

The political 
consultation built 
upon the momentum 
generated by the visit of 
the Amir of Qatar, His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, to 
Guyana in September 
2023. This visit resulted 
in several agreements, 
including those related to 
hospitality, biodiversity 

conservation, and 
healthcare support.

Both countries 
emphasised their 
commitment to 

enhancing cooperation 
within multilateral 
institutions on issues 
of mutual interest. The 
successful conclusion 

consultation marks a 
promising beginning 
for a deeper and more 
strategic partnership 
between Guyana and 
Qatar.

GUYANA AND QATAR EXPLORE 
NEW AVENUES OF COOPERATION 

Grenada
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President Irfaan Ali 
is taking direct action 
to address the needs of 
Region Two (Pomeroon-
Supenaam) residents 

outreach tour. 
On December 13, the 

President engaged with 
farmers and residents 
across key communities, 
including Anna Regina, 
Dartmouth, and Charity, 
where he listened to 
their concerns and 
discussed various 
ongoing and future 
government initiatives. 
This outreach highlights 
the government’s 
commitment to 
strengthening ties with 
local communities 
and ensuring that 

aligned with the real 
needs of the people.

ADVANCING 
WATER ACCESS 

WITH A NEW 
TREATMENT 

FACILITY
In Onderneeming, 

President Ali inspected 
the construction of a 
$1.18 billion Guyana 
Water Incorporated 
(GWI) treatment plant. 
This facility is part 
of the government’s 

water access from 52% 

to 90% by 2025. Once 
operational, the plant 
will deliver clean, potable 
water to residents from 
Supenaam to Taymouth 
Manor.

Highlighting his 

sector, President Ali 

enhance the project’s 
sustainability, ensuring 
backup systems for 
uninterrupted water 
supply. The plant, set to 
be completed by early 

step in improving living 
conditions for thousands 
in Region Two.

MODERN PORT FOR 
CHARITY 

In Charity, President 
Ali unveiled plans for 
a $1 billion state-of-
the-art port and wharf 
facility, positioning 
Region Two as a key hub 

growth. Speaking to 
residents, the President 
described the project as 
transformative, noting 
its potential to support 
agriculture, tourism, 
and modern shipping 
logistics.

“This is not just 
about building a 
port,” he said. “It’s 
about creating a 
world-class facility 
that includes 
packaging and 
storage capabilities 
to meet international 
standards.” The 
initiative aims to 
integrate the region 
into global markets 
while stimulating local 
businesses and boosting 
the regional economy.

The port project 
complements a broader 
development agenda for 
Region Two, including 

investments in new 
hotels, a stadium, and a 
state-of-the-art hospital 
in Lima. These projects 

commitment to 
diversifying the economy 
and positioning the 
region as an economic 
powerhouse.

ENHANCING 
DARTMOUTH’S 
DEVELOPMENT

During his 
stop in Dartmouth, 
President Ali reiterated 
the government’s 
focus on increasing 
productivity and 
supporting community 
growth. He announced 

in infrastructure, 
agriculture, and social 
programmes aimed at 
strengthening the area’s 
economic foundation.

“We want to 
open up more land 
for farming, invest 
in these lands, and 
enhance agricultural 
p r o d u c t i v i t y . 
This is essential 
for expanding 
the economic 
opportunities in this 

region,” the President 
stated.

The investments 
in Dartmouth include 
upgraded roads, 
enhanced drainage 
and irrigation systems, 
support for small 
businesses, and new 
agricultural programmes 
such as Blackbelly sheep 
breeding and broiler 
farming. President 
Ali highlighted these 
developments as part 
of the government’s 
philosophy of equitable 
investment in every 
community to improve 
citizens’ quality of life.

“These are not 
just words; these are 
tangible investments 
that enhance your 
living standards,” he 
emphasised, contrasting 
these actions with the 

of the previous 
administration.

SUPPORTING 
FARMERS WITH A 
$2 BILLION BOOST

In Anna Regina, 
President Ali 
announced a doubling 
of the government’s 
agricultural support 
budget to $2 billion, 
delivering critical relief 
to farmers facing rising 
costs. The initiative 
includes targeted 
subsidies for rice and 
cash crop farmers and 

in drainage, irrigation, 
and farm-to-market 
roads.

“These policies 
are designed to 
enhance productivity 
and create better 
livelihoods for 
farmers,” the 

He highlighted the 
government’s success 
in increasing rice yields 
from 5.5 tons to 6.1 tons 
per hectare as evidence 

President Ali urged 
farmers to take advantage 
of the resources 
provided, stressing the 
importance of using 

further productivity 
gains. “We are not 
sitting back. We are 
investing in assets 
that enhance your 
ability to thrive,” he 
said.

As his visit 
concluded, President Ali 

in Region Two’s 
potential and reiterated 

his administration’s 
commitment to equitable 
and holistic growth. “All 
of this is because we 
believe in the region 
and its people,” he 
stated. “With the PPP/C 
Government and your 
support, the story 
of development will 
continue.”

coconut, citrus, cocoa, 

part of a government-led 

initiative to transform 
Region Two into an 
economic powerhouse.

Key initiatives 

agricultural lands, 
m o d e r n i s i n g 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
supporting farmers, and 
establishing value-added 
facilities to enhance 
productivity.

A c c o r d i n g 
to President Ali, 
investments poured into 
the region’s agriculture 
sector are reaping 
positive results, and 
more resources will 

production. 
For instance, 

acres of coconut are 
under cultivation in 
the Pomeroon. Around 
4,000 high-yielding 
coconuts and 10,000 
citrus plants have 
been delivered to the 
Pomeroon to boost 
productivity. 

“In addition to the 

 
President Ali 
explained. 

In addition, the cocoa 

are being revived and 
renewed, with 10,000 

cocoa plants to be 
delivered for increased 

year.  
An additional 300 

acres of land is required 
to cultivate these plants, 
with the government to 

clearing of lands. 
Furthermore, a 

production facility will 
be established to ensure 
that production is 
directly linked to market 

access
President Ali also 

revealed that $550 
million was invested 
into dredging the 
Pomeroon River and 
is seeing positive 

has been prevented 
and production has 
increased. 

Pomeroon. These are 

he expressed in 
admiration. 

All of these 
developments in 
agriculture are not 
accidental but are 

the region with regional 
and international 
markets, according to 
the head-of-state.  

Through investments 
in infrastructure, 
agriculture, and social 
programmes, President 
Ali’s administration 
is reshaping Region 
Two into a vibrant and 
sustainable region, 
ensuring progress for 
generations to come.
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PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali sig-

nalling that his aspiration is for a united 

and prosperous Guyana, has noted that 

the People’s Progressive Party/Civic 

(PPP/C) administration has made sig-

nificant strides in promoting inclusivity 

and reducing division in Guyana. 

The Head of State made these re-

marks during the most recent airing of 

“In the Seat”, where he indicated that 

Guyanese are seeing for themselves the 

tremendous growth and opportunities 

that abound and are reaping the bene-

fits. 

Going back, President Ali said that 

when one looks at some of the commu-

nities across the country where histori-

cally there would be resistance for 

PPP/C leaders or a PPP government, 

this has been completely wiped out. 

These he said are areas where one 

would have thought in the past were so 

resistant that they would not even allow 

it. 

Against this backdrop, the Head of 

State noted that he is humbled by the 

love and support that citizens across the 

country and across every community 

show to him as President and to the 

PPP/C administration. 

“They’re believing now and 

they’re seeing for themselves the 

changes that are taking place in the 

community, they can’t be easily fooled 

or misled anymore,” he said. 

President Ali further reiterated that 

citizens are witnessing for themselves 

the successes and opportunities coming 

their way. 

With this, he added that his gov-

ernment will stay focused and continue 

its investment in the human capital of 

the country. 

“I believe that we just have to stay 

focused, invest in the people, put the 

people first, invest in the human capital 

development of every citizen,” he af-

firmed. 

Speaking of some of these pro-

grammes that have been implemented 

to invest in the development of 

Guyana’s human capital, he highlighted 

the nursing programme where anyone 

who wants to become a nurse with the 

basic qualifications can be trained free 

of cost while receiving a salary and 

guaranteed employment upon comple-

tion. 

Further, President Ali spoke of the 

hospitality institute, the nearshoring 

programme and several other initiatives 

to have Guyanese trained and engaged. 

Giving another example of a suc-

cessful programme, he highlighted the 

implementation of the block-making 

project for the youths of Leopold 

Street. He noted that many persons 

thought this was a farcical thing. 

“Today, those young persons went 

through training. They started block-

making, they’re now building homes… 

they have a whole company called 

Leopold Incorporated… so that is the 

type of changes taking place,” Presi-

dent Ali added. 

Further, he indicated that the his-

torical approach of division by the op-

position has very little weight today as 

he added that there is a tremendous un-

derestimation by that faction as to the 

capacity of the population to reason 

things for themselves and to be analyti-

cal in their own way and make deci-

sions that are beyond race and beyond 

what community they are from. 

He added, “So the indicator would 

it’s all over there, when you go to all 

these community facilities that are 

being built, when you go to the sea wall 

and see Guyanese of all walks of life, 

all integrated, you know, it is fully an 

amazing feeling to me because I be-

lieve my greatest aspiration, is for 

united and prosperous Guyana.” 

Lamenting on the support the 

PPP/C administration has garnered over 

the past four years, President Ali ex-

pressed his belief that this is going to 

be reflected hugely in the votes in 2025 

polls. 

“We’re going to win the elections 

with a huge margin and that is not 

being egotistical in any way; that is 

being honest… I’m humbled with the 

love and support that the people across 

every community are giving us, giving 

me, giving the People’s Progressive 

Party/Civic,” he added.
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

My greatest aspiration is for a united 
and prosperous Guyana: Ali

Irfaan Ali



EQUALITY NEWS 15THURSDAY DECEMBER 26 2024



16 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY DECEMBER 26 2024
��������	
�����
��������������������������	
���������

P
resident Dr. Irfaan Ali and his government 

brought the holiday spirit to communities 

across Guyana this Christmas season. 

From flipping the switch on dazzling village 

Christmas trees to hosting festive luncheons 

and sharing meals, their presence brought 

warmth and joy to thousands.

Children in various communities were 

especially delighted as the President and 

his ministers personally handed out toys, 

ensuring that every child felt the magic of 

the season. These activities underscore the 

administration’s commitment to fostering 

togetherness and spreading cheer during 

this special time of year.

The vibrant lights, heartfelt meals, and 

smiling faces captured in these moments 

reflect the true essence of Christmas—unity, 

generosity, and joy.
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each each
eacheach

Juicy Juice

100% Apple Juice
4x125 ml

Lucozade Energy 

Glucose Drink
380 ml 2/

$3Karibena

Shandy Sorrel 

Drink 275 ml

Laurentide Windshield 

Washer -45

3,78 lt

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Mr. Goudas

All Purpose Flour
8 kg

Cedar Yellow

Corn Meal #40
907 g

Red Bull

Energy Drink
250 ml

Dunn's River

Coconut Milk
400 ml each each

Dettol

Liquid Antiseptic
1 L 999

each

Heavy Duty

Aluminum Foil
25 Sq Ft

Sabina

Green Pigeon Peas
425 ml

179

Lou & Nicky's

White Vinegar

1 L

Walkerswood

Jerk Seasoning
Assorted  280 g 399

Grace Jack Mackerel 

In Tomato Sauce
425 g

449
each

2/220

Benjamin's 

Vanilla Flavoring
480 ml 349

each

Power Malt

Extra Energy
330 ml 2/

$1

2/
$3

129
each

Grace

Festival Mix
270 g

2/350

2/
$3

899

each

99¢
each

79¢
each 89¢

2/
$5

Dial

Hand Soap
Assorted 385 ml 99¢

each

each2/
$5

Cow Brand
Sweetened 
Condensed Creamer  
300 ml 2/

$5Nutrament Energy

Nutrition Drink
Vanilla 355 ml
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

k
am

 R
d

.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
er

fo
rd

 R
d

. 
S

o
u

th
.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
er

st
o

n
e 

D
r.

M
ar

ti
n

 G
ro

v
e 

R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

ore Hours
onday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
turday 8 am to 9 pm
nday 9 am to 7 pm

Five Locations To Serve You Better
ough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Specials in Effect Thu. Dec. 26th
until Wed. Jan.1st, 2025

Fresh
Chicken Drumsticks

Fresh Seafood Catches

rom

lb as is

Fresh 
Lane Snapper

1/2 - 1 lb

$799 $799
lb as is

Fresh 
Doctor Fish

Frozen Premium Grade
Easy Cooked Trimmed

Oxtail

$899
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Under New Management

Frozen Fu Yang
21-25 Headless

ger Shrimps 400 g

$999
ea

Salted
Pig Tail

$199
lb$199

lb

Fresh
Beef Liver

Fresh Buttercup 

Squash

Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon

lb as is
$699
Fresh Cassava

2299
5 kg box

Frozen
Chicken Wings

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$199 $139
lb lb 

$499
lb as is

Fresh Yellow Tail 
Snappers

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$499
lb Frozen

$699
lb

Extra Large
Salted Cod Fish

199
lb

resh Jamaican 

ooking

ananas

Fresh Jamaican

Yellow Yams

499
lb

$699
lb as isROM

Fresh
Parrot Fish

.99lb .99lb

$399
lb

Frozen Centre Cut
Beef Shank
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G u y a n a ’ s 
unwavering commitment 
to human rights and the 

took center stage at the 
Human Rights and Anti-

at the Arthur Chung 
Conference Centre. 

Organised by 
the Ministry of 

and Governance, 
the event marked 
the observance of 
Anti-Corruption Day 
(December 9) and 
International Human 
Rights Day (December 

progress in these critical 
areas.

Prime Minister 
Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark 
Phillips led the opening 
session, emphasising 
the inseparable link 
between safeguarding 
human rights and 
tackling corruption. This 
landmark event brought 
together government 

groups, and international 
organisations to 
celebrate the strides 
made in ensuring 
governance that upholds 
justice, equality, and 

democracy.
The Prime 

the government’s 
commitment to 
protecting the rights of 
all Guyanese, regardless 
of nationality, gender, 
ethnicity, or religion. 
“Human rights are 
the foundation of 
justice, equality, 
and democracy,” the 
Prime Minister declared. 
He further highlighted 
Guyana’s dedication to 

honouring international 
agreements, such as 
those with the United 
Nations, Amnesty 
International, and 
Human Rights Watch. 
“Human rights are 
not just ideals we 
strive for; they are 
principles we live by,” 

Prime Minister Phillips 
emphasised, stressing 
that these values are 
integral to the country’s 
governance framework.

Turning to the 
issue of corruption, 
the Prime Minister 
noted its corrosive 

the rule of law, and 
economic development. 
He underscored that 
corruption erodes public 
trust in institutions, 

achieve fairness and 
transparency. “Fighting 
corruption is about 
protecting our 
institutions, securing 
economic growth, 
and ensuring that no 
one is left behind,” 
the Prime Minister 
stated. He pointed to key 
government initiatives, 
such as the enforcement 
of anti-corruption 
laws, the protection of 

whistleblowers, and 

acquired assets, as 
pivotal steps in building 
a transparent and 
accountable governance 
structure.

Minister of 

and Governance, 

these sentiments, 
highlighting the 
government’s “rights-
based” approach to 
development. She 
pointed out that critical 
areas such as housing, 
access to clean water, 
and education have seen 
notable improvements, 
particularly in rural 
and Indigenous 
communities. “The 
right to housing 
is a fundamental 
issue, particularly 
for women. In 
Guyana, 40% of 
homeowners are 

step toward gender 
equality,” Minister 

She also spotlighted 
initiatives like the Solar 
Home Systems Project, 

energy access in remote 
communities, and the 
ICT Access & E-Services 
for Hinterland 
Communities Project, 
which bridges the digital 
divide between urban 
and rural areas.

also emphasised the 
importance of social 
protection programmes 
targeting vulnerable 
populations, including 
the elderly, children, and 
persons with disabilities. 
These initiatives provide 
crucial support, helping 
reduce poverty and 
improve living standards. 
She further discussed 
the government’s 
commitment to 
empowering Indigenous 
communities, ensuring 
their rights to land, 
cultural heritage, and 
decision-making are 

respected.
Dr. Ashni Singh, 

Senior Minister in the 

discussed Guyana’s 
institutional reforms, 

pointing to the country’s 
transformation since 
the restoration of 
democracy in 1992. 
Dr. Singh highlighted 
the enactment of key 
legislation, including 

regulations, the 
establishment of human 
rights commissions, 
and strengthened 
parliamentary oversight. 
These reforms, he 

reinforcing Guyana’s 
commitment to human 
rights and anti-

“

corruption is not just 
about passing laws; 
it’s about building 
resilient institutions 
that can uphold 
those laws,” Dr. Singh 

said, emphasising the 
importance of bipartisan 

over 40 booths 
from government 
ministries, agencies, 
and international 
organisations, providing 
vital information on 
human rights and anti-
corruption initiatives. 
Panel discussions further 

opportunity to share 
insights and discuss the 
importance of collective 
action in safeguarding 
human rights and 
combating corruption.
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The Ministry of 
Human Services and 
Social Security has 
introduced an initiative 

to educate children 
about safety, healthy 
relationships, and their 
rights through the launch 

of a new book titled Safe 
and Strong Together. 

This children’s 

provisions of Guyana’s 
New Family Violence 
Act, making it accessible 
and engaging for young 
readers, particularly 
primary school students.

and Domestic Violence 
Policy Unit spearheaded 
the initiative, conducting 
interactive reading 
sessions in primary 
schools across all 10 
administrative regions of 
Guyana. These sessions 
aimed to teach children 

how to recognise signs 
of violence, protect 
themselves, and access 
help when needed.

By addressing 
sensitive topics 
in a relatable and 
straightforward manner, 
Safe and Strong Together 
fosters an environment 
where children feel 

about their rights. The 
initiative aligns with the 
government’s broader 
mission to combat 
domestic violence, 
enhance emotional and 
physical well-being, and 
ensure the protection of 

vulnerable groups.
The book serves 

not only as a resource 
for children, but also 
as a catalyst for open 

discussions about safety 
and empowerment 
within families and 
schools.
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The Grantley Adams International 

Airport (GAIA) has reached a signifi-

cant milestone in its history. 

Minister of Tourism Ian Gooding-

Edghill reported on Saturday that the 

port of entry was fast becoming an in-

ternational hub and statistics showed 

that by the end of the year, there will be 

a record number of visitors to pass 

through the airport. 

“The Grantley Adams Interna-

tional Airport is projected to have 2.3 

million passengers by the end of this 

calendar year. This is certainly up from 

the 2019 figure, which I’m advised was 

2.29 million,” he said, stressing that the 

island was experiencing a boom in 

tourism. 

The minister added that Saturday 

was one of the busiest days at the air-

port in its history. 

He said 8 000 visitors travelled to 

Barbados in a single day. Of that fig-

ure, 2 200 were air to sea transfers 

while the other 5 800 were stay over 

visitors.  

“”The Grantley Adams Interna-

tional Airport has had one of its busiest 

days certainly in its history. I’ve been 

advised that there are 54 flights arriv-

ing today. We have 15 wide bodies, 15 

narrow bodies and 24 regional flights 

coming into Grantley Adams Interna-

tional Airport… What this tells you is 

that the growth we are looking for and 

achieving speaks volumes.” 

Chief executive officer of the air-

port Hadley Bourne said the airport 

was undergoing a number of initiatives 

to enhance the customer experience 

and they augured well for the increased 

arrivals.  

He added that the neighbouring 

Concorde experience was reopened for 

the past six weeks as well to take the 

load off the main terminal at the GAIA.  

Another significant development 

was the number of direct flights from 

the United States (US) to Barbados. 

Statistics from January to Septem-

ber this year showed that there were 

509 673 stayover arrivals and 176 614 

were from the US alone, which made 

the US surpass the United Kingdom as 

the number one source market for Bar-

bados for the first time since 1994.  

The minister said he was pleased 

that six American-based carriers flew 

into Barbados on Saturday as well. One 

of them was a re-inaugural flight from 

Delta airlines direct from the JFK New 

York airport. That flight, which landed 

around 2:30 p.m., brought a full capac-

ity of visitors — 160.  

During a media briefing at the air-

port, Gooding-Edghill said measures 

were being put in place to ensure 

tourists spent more money during their 

stay here.  

“We are also focusing on how we 

can encourage customers to spend 

more when they are in Barbados. We 

have a number of exciting programmes 

which at the appropriate time will be 

revealed to the country,” he added.  

US-AID general development di-

rector of the US Embassy Steven 

Fonderiest said he was pleased about 

the improved airlift connectivity be-

tween the two states. 

Captain of the Delta flight Mark 

Nagel said he and his crew were happy 

to provide an important service to Bar-

bados, adding that the trip went 

smoothly.

Grantley Adams International Airport 
marks significant milestone

Passengers arrive ast Grantley Adams Airport on a Delta flight
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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M e t e n - M e e r - Z o r g , 
Region Three, has seen 
their lives dramatically 
improve with the 
completion of their new 
three-bedroom home. 
The long-awaited dream 
of homeownership 
became a reality when 
First Lady Arya Ali 
handed over the keys to 
the $15.3 million house.

The new home, 
tailor-made to meet 
the family's needs, 

The Guyana Tourism 
Authority (GTA) hosted a 
thrilling Junior Cooking 
Showcase, where 
talented young chefs 

and Nine competed for 
culinary supremacy. The 
event aimed to inspire 

culinary professionals 
and promote Guyana’s 
burgeoning tourism 
industry.

The young chefs were 
challenged to prepare 
dishes using both 
local and international 
ingredients, showcasing 
their creativity and skill. 
The competition was 
judged by renowned chef 
Kester Robinson, who 

upgrade from their 
previous, inadequate 
living conditions. The 
family, which includes 
an elderly woman with a 
disability, can now enjoy 
a safe and comfortable 
environment.

Lisa Reddy, 
the family's sole 

deep gratitude to the 
First Lady and the 
government for their 
support. She emphasised 

praised the participants 
for their culinary 
prowess.

“I designed 
this programme to 
highlight our local 
ingredients while also 

that the new home will 
provide a secure and 
nurturing space for her 
four children to grow up.

To further assist the 
family, the government 
plans to construct a 
chicken coop behind the 
house. This initiative 
will enable the family to 
start a small business, 
providing them with a 
source of income and 

giving the students 
the opportunity 
to experiment 
with international 

,” said Chef 
Robinson. “This will 
help them develop the 

skills needed to cater 
to diverse palates and 
meet international 
standards.”

The event was also 
attended by British High 
Commissioner Jane 
Miller, who emphasised 
the importance of 
culinary skills and 
the growing demand 
for talented chefs in 
Guyana’s hospitality 
industry.

“Cooking is a 
life skill that can 

,” 
said Miller. “Whether 
it’s cooking at home 
or pursuing a career 
in the culinary arts, 
these young chefs 
have the potential to 

impact.”
The GTA’s Junior 

Cooking Showcase 
not only highlights 
the culinary talent of 

Guyana’s youth, but 
also contributes to 
the development of 
the country’s tourism 
industry. 
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