
FOLLOWING the announcement 

that a power supply ship has departed 

Cuba for Guyana, Guyana President Dr 

Irfaan Ali said that his Government 

takes the responsibility of finding solu-

tions to the ongoing power woes in the 

country. 

The power situation has attracted 

frustration from the population, and in 

response Ali noted that the recent agree-

ment to acquire some 36 megawatts of 

power from UCC Holding for a power 

ship is a feasible one, and will add to the 

national grid thus offsetting generation 

shortfalls. 

Stating that several problems led to 

the situation, he explained that the ex-

ponential growth in demand and lack of 

capacity are major issues.
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Cuban Power Ship 
for Guyana

A Power Ship from Cuba like this 

one will provide supplementary 

power to Guyana as the govern-

ment copes with power woes

O B S E R V I N G 

NAVARATRI: IN obser-

vance of the sacred period of 

Navaratri, President Dr. Mo-

hamed Irfaan Ali, on Mon-

day night, joined Hindus at 

the Good Hope Mandir on 

the East Coast of Demerara 

to pray to the divine moth-

ers, Durga, Laxmi, and 

Saraswati. The auspicious 

occasion is a worldwide cel-

ebration that symbolises 

many facets of feminine 

strength and heavenly en-

ergy. It was also the eve of 

Ram Navami.
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The government 
e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y 
embraced the launch 
of United Airlines’ 
new non-stop service 
between Houston and 
Georgetown, viewing it 
as a game-changer for 
the country’s tourism 
industry.

“This is 

 declared 
Tourism Minister 
Oneidge Walrond at the 
welcoming ceremony 
at the Cheddi Jagan 
International Airport. 

The Cheddi Jagan 
International Airport 
(CJIA) is set for further 

according to Public 
Works Minister Bishop 
Juan Edghill. The 
project aims to enhance 

streamline operations, 
and accommodate future 

 Minister 
Edghill announced at the 
United Airlines’ welcome 
reception at the Guyana 
Marriott Hotel in 
Kingston, Georgetown. 
This dedicated facility 

She emphasised 
the route’s potential to 
streamline travel for 
U.S. tourists, leading to a 
surge in visitor arrivals. 

Minister Walrond said. 

will free up space within 

environment for 
travellers.

include a new commercial 
centre, complete with 
business and VIP 
lounges, restaurants, 
and concession areas. 
These additions will 
provide passengers 
with a wider range of 
amenities and services, 
making their layovers 
more comfortable and 
convenient.

Minister Edghill 
highlighted the 

Public Works 
Minister Juan Edghill 
aligned the new route 
with the government’s 
broader vision for 

options. “This is a 

he stated.
Minister Edghill 

also highlighted the 
connection’s potential to 
fuel further development. 

U.S. Ambassador 
to Guyana, Nicole 
Theriot, underscored the 

importance of improving 
the airport’s interline 
baggage handling system. 

 he 

strengthening bilateral 
relations. “United 

Guyana is more than 

milestone in our bilateral 
relationship,” she said.

Ambassador Theriot 
envisioned the new 
route fostering tourism 

economic ties. “This 

The new service 
operates four times 

convenient connections 
for travellers. United 
Airlines also boasts an 

the Americas and the 
Caribbean.

Senior Vice President 

of Global Network 
Planning and Alliances at 
United Airlines, Patrick 

stated. This streamlining 
of procedures will ensure 
smoother passenger 
journeys.

company’s enthusiasm 
for serving Guyana. “We 

 he said.

Quayle emphasised 
United Airlines’ leading 
position in serving 
Latin America and 

the Caribbean. “This 

Minister 

improve the functionality 

the CJIA.
This investment 

passengers but also 
create a more attractive 
environment for airlines, 
ultimately promoting 
better connections for 
travellers coming to and 
from Guyana.

The welcoming ceremony at the Cheddi Jagan International Airport

The welcoming ceremony at the Cheddi Jagan International Airport

Executives of United Airlines presenting President Ali 
with a model of the aircraft

The Cheddi Jagan International Airport
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President Irfaan 
Ali has once again 
been recognised for his 

receiving the prestigious 
Caribbean Global Leader 
Award for 2024. This 
latest honour follows the 
Global Africa Leadership 
Award bestowed upon 
him earlier this year.

The Guyana 
Manufacturing and 
Services Association 
(GMSA) lauded 
President Ali in a press 
release, highlighting 
his 

The GMSA 
pointed out the rapid 
succession of awards, 
including the Order of 
Freedom of Barbados 

Award in January, as a 
testament to President 
Ali’s 

 They 
further commended 
Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley of Barbados 
for her second-place 

leaders.
Halim Khan, Head of 

the Region Three Private 
Sector Inc. (R3PSi), 
echoed the praise in 
his own release. Khan 
emphasised President 
Ali’s commitment to 

noting 
its impact not just on 

Guyana, but across the 
region.

Khan lauded 
President Ali’s 
“unwavering devotion 
to constructing a 
cohesive society under 
the guiding principle 
of ‘One Guyana’” and 
his “resilience and 
principled stance” 
during the Venezuela 
border dispute.

his unyielding 

 Khan 

his congratulations for 
the 

The Caribbean 
Global Leader Award 

leadership qualities and 
contributions made by 
individuals within the 
Caribbean community. 
It celebrates leaders 
who go beyond national 
borders and strive for 
the advancement of the 
entire region. President 
Ali won the Caribbean 
Global Leader Award 
through a public vote, 
receiving the most 
votes (609) out of 10 
nominees. The award 
ceremony will be held on 
April 28 in London.

President Ali’s string 
of awards underscores 
his growing international 
reputation as a leader 
dedicated to Guyana’s 
advancement, regional 
cooperation, and a 
brighter future for all.

President Irfaan Ali
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Guyana’s quest 
to modernise its 
constitution has 

step forward with the 
swearing-in of a new 
Constitutional Reform 
Commission (CRC). 
President Ali presided 
over the ceremony at 
State House, urging 
the commissioners 
to undertake their 
responsibilities with 
dedication.

E i g h t e e n 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s 

commitment, with the 
remaining members 
scheduled to join them 
at a later date. The 
commission’s mandate, 
outlined in the 2022 
Constitutional Reform 
Commission Act, 
encompasses a broad 
range of potential 

reforms.

 President Ali 
highlighted, “
indigenous peoples’ 

While acknowledging 
the vast scope of the 
task, President Ali 
stressed the importance 
of collaboration: 

The President 
underscored the 
evolving nature of 
society and its impact on 
the constitution: “The 

President Ali further 
emphasised the need for 
clear and understandable 
language within the 
constitution: “The 

Justice Carl Ashok 
Singh is the commission’s 
c h a i r p e r s o n . 
G o v e r n m e n t 
representatives include 
Attorney General 
Mohabir Anil Nandlall 
and ministers Gail 

Anthony, Pauline 
Sukhai, and Kwame 
McCoy. 

O t h e r 
commissioners hail from 
various backgrounds 
and include Vincent 

Lowe, Nigel Hughes, 
Ganesh Mahipaul, 
and Timothy Jonas 
(representatives of the 
APNU/AFC and joinder 

Kamal Ramkarran 
from the Guyana Bar 

Singh from the Labour 

John from the National 

Persaud from the Private 

Kyte-Thomas from the 

from the Christian 

Ally from the Muslim 

Krishna Sharma from 

and Attorney Adrian 
Anamayah as the 
farmers’ representative..

The commission’s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
encompass a 
comprehensive review 
of Guyana’s constitution. 
This includes ensuring 

and future needs of 
the Guyanese people, 
with a focus on 
rights, obligations, 
and responsibilities. 
Electoral reform is also 
a key area, with the 
commission tasked with 
reviewing the Guyana 
Elections Commission 
(GECOM) structure, 
leadership selection, and 
its role in elections and 
national registration.

Following a review 
period, the commission 
will welcome public 
submissions for potential 
constitutional changes. 
Their recommendations 
will then be presented to 
a standing committee of 
the National Assembly 
for consideration.

This marks the third 
attempt at constitutional 
reform in Guyana’s 
history. President Ali’s 

a promise outlined in its 
2020-2025 manifesto, 

this critical process.
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Justice Carl Ashok Singh is the chairperson of the CRC

President Ali addressing the swearing in ceremony
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President Ali 
renewed his call for an 

Gaza, emphasising that 
violence and genocide 
have no place in the 
modern world.

The President 
addressed crowds at 
the National Ramadan 
Village in Georgetown, 
a celebration under 
the theme “A Night of 
Prayer for Global Peace, 
Guyana and Palestine.”  
The event, held on 
Laylat al-Qadr, a holy 
night in Islam, raised a 
historic $86 million in 
donations for immediate 
humanitarian aid in 
Gaza and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 
These funds will be 
directed to the United 
Nations Relief & Works 
Agency (UNRWA).

President Ali praised 
the event, highlighting 
Guyana’s commitment 
to charity and 

 
and emphasising the 
need for justice, equality, 
and global action.  He 

urged world leaders 
to speak out against 
injustices everywhere.

President Ali declared.  
Bharrat Jagdeo, cabinet 
ministers, UN Resident 

and other dignitaries also 
attended the Ramadan 
Village.
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The government has 
cautiously welcomed 
Venezuela’s recent 
submission to the 
International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) on the 
merits of their long-
standing border dispute, 
while simultaneously 
condemning recent 
actions taken by the 
Venezuelan government.

President 
Ali said, welcoming 
Venezuela’s engagement 
with the ICJ. 

He emphasised that 
Guyana will abide by 
the Court’s decision, 
which will hopefully 
deliver a 

 
based on international 
law.

Guyana initiated the 
case in 2018, seeking to 

the 1899 Arbitral Award 
that established the 
territory’s boundaries.

However, despite 
the progress on the legal 
front, Guyana remains 
critical of Venezuela’s 
recent actions. These 
include a controversial 
referendum claiming 
two-thirds of Guyanese 
territory – the Essequibo 
region – and the 
enactment of an “Organic 

Essequibo.”
The Ministry 

and International 
Cooperation condemned 
these actions as a 
“blatant violation” of 
international law and 
various agreements.

 “The Geneva 

 the 
Ministry asserted.

The Geneva 
Agreement established 
a framework for a 
peaceful resolution and 

outlined a process for 
choosing a means of 
settlement, including 
the ICJ. The Argyle 

a commitment to peace 
and included agreements 
to refrain from using 
force or threats of force.

The Ministry also 
criticised Venezuelan 
President Nicolas 
Maduro’s 

 about 
Guyana’s President. 

disappointment that 
President Maduro’s 
words and actions 
jeopardise the 
commitment to good 
n e i g h b o u r l i n e s s 
established at Argyle.

E Echoing this 
sentiment, General 
Secretary of the People’s 
Progressive Party 

Jagdeo, declared the 
government 

Jagdeo said. 

that Guyana has engaged 
its international partners 
who share outrage at 
Venezuela’s actions.

The Commonwealth, 
OAS, and CARICOM 
also echoed Guyana’s 
concerns. 

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
Patricia Scotland urged 
Venezuela to uphold 
international law and 
pursue a peaceful 
resolution through 
the ICJ process, which 
she emphasised as the 

 to 
address the dispute.

The Organization of 
American States (OAS) 

took a stronger stance, 
calling Venezuela’s move 
a threat to regional peace 
and security. They stated 
the Venezuelan regime’s 
actions are indicative 
of the country’s 

C A R I C O M 
c o n d e m n e d 
Venezuela’s move as 

and 
The 

community urged 
Venezuela to refrain 
from further actions that 
could hinder regional 
peace and stability. 

“

the CARICOM 
release stated. “The 

The border dispute 

between Guyana and 
Venezuela dates back 
to the 19th century. 
While the 1899 Arbitral 
Award settled the issue, 
Venezuela challenged 
it after Guyana gained 
independence in the 
1960s. The ICJ is now 

ruling on the matter.
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CARICOM condemned Venezuela’s move as unacceptable and potentially dangerous.

President Ali addressing the crowd at the National 
Ramadan Village in Georgetown

Part of the gathering at the National Ramadan Village 
in Georgetown

President Ali with Commonwealth Secretary-General 
Patricia Scotland and Rwandan President His 
Excellency Paul Kagame

The Commonwealth echoed Guyana’s concerns
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G u y a n a ’ s 
media landscape is 
transforming, and fresh 
talent is needed to keep 
pace.  The annual Media 
and Communications 
Training programme 

young Guyanese with the 

skills they need to thrive 
in the country’s growing 

President Ali 
delivered a message 
of unity and shared 
responsibility during 
Eid-ul-Fitr prayers held 
at the Muslim Youth 
Organisation (Ramadan 
Village).

 President Ali 
implored the devotees, 
emphasising the 
importance of mutual 
upliftment according to 
Islamic principles.

H i g h l i g h t i n g 
Ramadan as a period for 

Three magistrates 
- Esther Sam, Renita 
Singh, and Christel 
Lambert - were 

Commissioners of Title 
for Guyana’s Land 
Courts in Berbice and 
Essequibo.

Prime Minister Mark 
Phillips presided over 
the ceremony, urging 
the commissioners to 

objectivity. 

he 
noted, highlighting 
the government’s 
commitment to a robust 

communication sector.

months, participants 
will delve into the 
fundamentals of 
journalism, public 
relations, reporting 
techniques, videography, 
and photography.  

This initiative is a 

urged citizens to carry 
forward its values of 
tolerance, compassion, 
and generosity into their 
daily lives.

legal system.

 
the Prime Minister 

government’s support for 
initiatives that enhance 
justice administration, 
including infrastructure 
development, judicial 
appointments, and other 
programmes.

Chancellor Yonette 
C u m m i n g s - E d w a r d s 
hailed the appointments 

services accessibility. 

the Prime Minister’s 

Media Academy.
Minister within 

Prime Minister with 
responsibility for 

McCoy, addressed 

she 
said, emphasising the 
judiciary’s growth and 
workload.

Justice Cummings-

new commissioners’ 
ability to manage the 
caseload. The Judicial 
Service Commission 
(JSC), responsible for 
recommending judicial 
appointments and 
disciplinary oversight, 
has been instrumental in 
reducing the judiciary’s 

the programme’s 
launch ceremony at 
the Umana Yana in 
Kingston, Georgetown.  
He highlighted the 

communication plays in 
Guyana’s development, 
particularly in light 
of the nation’s 
burgeoning investment 
opportunities.

 Minister 
McCoy stated.  He 
underscored the media’s 

These values, he 

the government's goal of 
building a resilient, just, 
and equitable society.

President Ali 
underscored the 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
u n w a v e r i n g 
commitment to policies 
that create a prosperous 
future for all Guyanese.  
He emphassed his "One 
Guyana" vision, which 
promotes inclusivity, 
acceptance, and equity.

burden.
This follows the 

appointment of nine new 
magistrates in February 

vital responsibility 
in disseminating 
information about the 
country’s development 
initiatives.

Minister McCoy 
stressed the importance 
of continuous learning 
and skill development for 
Guyanese.  

 
he declared, 

  
He emphasised 
that pursuing 
higher education 
and professional 

the 
President said. "Those 

Since its launch, 
the National Ramadan 
Village has welcomed 
over 20,000 Guyanese, 
serving as a platform to 
promote Islamic culture 
and foster understanding 
through prayer and 

to address the backlog of 
cases. The ceremony was 
attended by Attorney 
General Anil Nandlall, 

Guyanese to contribute 
meaningfully to the 
nation’s progress.

The Media and 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Training programme 
equips participants 
with the knowledge 
and practical skills 

media industry.  Upon 
successful completion, 
graduates will receive 

valuable internship 

media organisation.  The 

of seasoned media 
professionals who share 

across various media 
outlets.

Acting Chief Justice 

other JSC members.
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Commissioners of Title and members of the Judicial Service Commission

Part of the gathering at the Eid-ul-Fitr prayers

prayer

Kwame McCoy with the participants at the launch

GUYANA SEEKS FRESH TALENT TO REALIGN BOOMING 
COMMUNICATION SECTOR WITH MEDIA TRAINING LAUNCH
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Guyana is grappling 
with frequent power 
outages, and the 
government is taking a 
multi-pronged approach 
to address the situation. 

Bharrat Jagdeo revealed 
that the government is 
engaged in discussions 
with Turkish company 
Karpowership to procure 
emergency power, 
aiming to mitigate the 

stated 
Vice President Jagdeo, 

emphasising the urgency 
of the situation. The 
proposed emergency 
power, amounting to 36 

to be sourced from a 
vessel connected to the 

grid in Everton, Berbice.
Vice President 

April 12th, 2024, with 
the power ship arriving 
within two to three weeks

While negotiations 
with Karpowership are 
ongoing, the government 
has also embarked 
on domestic projects 
to enhance power 
generation capacity. 
Prime Minister Brigadier 
(Ret'd) Mark Phillips 
recently visited the 
Guyana Power and Light 
(GPL) sub-station in 
Columbia, East Coast 

g o v e r n m e n t - f u n d e d 
initiative is underway to 
install three additional 
generators. This 
project, costing US$27 
million, aims to add 30 
megawatts of power to 

the national grid.
"

Phillips, underlining 

the administration's 
dedication to addressing 
the energy crisis.

President Irfaan Ali 
echoed these sentiments, 
in an address to the 
nation, acknowledging 
the critical need for 

within GPL to overcome 
operational challenges. 
He highlighted the 

recruit more engineers, 
technicians, and 
linesmen to bridge the 
human resource gap.

President Ali 
asserted, underscoring 
the urgency of the 
situation.

The government's 
multifaceted approach to 

tackling power shortages 
includes investments in 
hydropower and natural 
gas projects, aimed at 
long-term sustainability. 
President Ali disclosed 
discussions with UK 

a new transmission line 
to Linden, emphasising 
the importance 
of infrastructure 
upgrades to bolster the 
transmission network.

initiatives, challenges 
persist, with peak 
demand for power 

generation capacity. 
However, with ongoing 
projects such as the 
Wales gas-to-energy 

300 megawatts upon 
completion, the 
government remains 
optimistic about 
improving operational 

the nation's growing 
electricity demand.

Prime Minister Phillips inspecting GPL’s sub-station at 
Columbia

Part of GPL's sub-station at Columbia, East Coast Demerara

President Ali meeting with the Board of Directors and management of GPL, PPDI 
and Wärtsilä at State House

GUYANA TO PURCHASE EMERGENCY POWER TO EASE GUYANA TO PURCHASE EMERGENCY POWER TO EASE 
BLACKOUTS, LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS UNDERWAYBLACKOUTS, LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS UNDERWAY
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Minister of Local 
Government and 

Sonia Parag, has once 
again criticised the 
Georgetown Mayor 
and City Council 
(M&CC) for neglecting 
its responsibility to 
maintain the Stabroek 
Market. Minister Parag 
made these remarks 
during a market visit, 

where she interacted 
with vendors and 

facility’s deteriorating 
state.

Accompanied by city 
councillors and ministry 

assessed the market’s 
condition. Leaking roofs 
were a major concern, 
causing damage to 
vendors’ goods and 

equipment.
While acknowledging 

the central government’s 
willingness to help, 
Minister Parag 
heavily criticised the 
APNU+AFC-controlled 

its duties. 

Minister Parag 
outlined a two-pronged 
approach. Immediate 
interventions will 
be made to ease the 
burden on vendors, 
such as installing new 

dark areas within the 
market. Additionally, the 
Ministry will assess and 
complete other necessary 
projects within a short 
timeframe.

 Minister Parag 

emphasised. She urged 

obligations in supporting 
the vendors.

The central 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
commitment to 
improving markets 
across Guyana is evident 
in its allocation of $1.3 
billion for construction 

and rehabilitation 
projects at the 
Corriverton, Kumaka, 
and Suddie Markets. 
However, the situation 
at Stabroek Market 
highlights the ongoing 
challenges with local 
governance in the capital 
city.

Minister of Local Government and Regional 
Development, Sonia Parag engaging a vendor

Minister Parag identifying structural damages in the ceiling of the market
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President Irfaan 
Ali has called for a 

between the government 
and medical practitioners 
to achieve the national 
goal of world-class 
healthcare.  President 
Ali made this plea during 
a meeting with doctors 
at the Arthur Chung 
Conference Centre.

The meeting served 
a dual purpose: to 
inform doctors about the 
government’s healthcare 
sector plans and to 
solicit their feedback 
on areas requiring 
investment.  President 
Ali highlighted the 

planned by the PPP/C 
administration, which 
aim to position Guyana 
as a leading regional 

Attorney General and 

Mohabir Anil Nandlall, 
has defended the 
government’s decision to 
recruit foreign workers, 

from Bangladesh. He 
addressed concerns 
surrounding the 

The Ministry of 
Labour has launched a 
nationwide campaign 
to promote safety and 
health standards in 
workplaces throughout 

healthcare institution 
and integrate healthcare 
as a revenue source for 
the economy.

President Ali 
emphasised.  He 
underscored the 
importance of 
healthcare workers 
taking ownership of the 
vision for a modernised 
healthcare system, 
stating,

initiative on his weekly 
televised programme, 
‘Issues in the News.’

“We have had 

 
AG Nandlall stated. 

April, which is designated 
as Occupational Safety 
and Health (OSH) 
month.

The campaign 
includes increased 

The President 
advocated for a team-
based approach, where 
emergency services, 
pharmacies, and other 

departments collaborate 
to improve healthcare 
facilities across all 10 
administrative regions.

While acknowledging 
that the government has 
no objection to doctors 
practicing in both the 

and expanding 

The recent 
authorisation granted to 
Sigma Engineers Limited 
to recruit Bangladeshi 
nurses is a response to 
a well-documented skill 
shortage in the health 
sector, according to a 
public statement from 
the Ministry of Foreign 

Cooperation.

inspections of workplaces 
by the ministry's OSH 
department, along with 
awareness campaigns 
to educate workers and 
employers about safety 

public and private 
sectors, President Ali 
stressed the importance 
of prioritising public 
healthcare.  “The 

 
he stated, calling for a 
balanced approach to 
service delivery.  His 

the utilisation of doctors’ 

AG Nandlall 
emphasised that 

economy necessitates 
a larger, more skilled 
workforce. The country’s 

economy has heralded 
the need for more skilled 
workers, which cannot be 
solely supplied through 
in-house capacity, he 

The Attorney General 
dismissed criticisms 
from the opposition. 
He elaborated, “The 

protocols.
The ministry is 

collaborating with its 
partners including the 
Guyana Geology and 
Mines Commission 
(GGMC) and the 
Guyana Gold and 

Association to conduct 
targeted sensitisation 
programmes in mining 
and agriculture areas, 
Minister Joseph 
Hamilton stated.

Banners are 
being displayed in 
various regions, and 
awareness walks, poster-

specialised skills within 
the public healthcare 
system.

In response to 
calls for strengthening 
the public healthcare 
system, President Ali 
urged medical personnel 
to work with the 
government to identify 
critical areas needing 
immediate attention.  He 
also acknowledged the 
ongoing construction of 
state-of-the-art hospitals 
throughout the country, 
aiming to reduce the 
reliance on referrals to 
the Georgetown Public 
Hospital Corporation.  
However, he emphasised 
the need to identify 
any gaps in healthcare 

levels once these facilities 
become operational.

AG Nandlall 
provided a historical 

claim. “

 
he recounted. “They 

making competitions, 
impromptu speaking 
competitions, and debate 
competitions are being 
held in collaboration 
with the Ministry of 
Education.

The Ministry of 
Labour has been actively 
promoting OSH through 
training and workshops 
in recent years.

The President 
reassured healthcare 
professionals that the 
government is tackling 

medium and long-term 
solutions.  This includes 

programmes aimed at 
increasing the number 

personnel.

Since taking 

current administration 
has implemented a 
comprehensive approach 
to modernising Guyana’s 
healthcare system.  This 
includes investments in 
new hospitals, training 
institutions, and human 
resource development 
initiatives.  

While foreign 
recruitment is underway, 
the government is also 
committed to developing 
Guyana’s domestic 
workforce. 

 AG Nandlall 

The health sector is 

focus. Nurses are being 
trained and upskilled by 
the hundreds to meet 
the growing demand, he 
highlighted. The recently 
launched Guyana-
Coursera platform is a 
key initiative, with 1,000 
nurses already enrolled 
in the registered nursing 
programme, while 800 
nursing assistants will be 
trained.

Minister Hamilton 
highlighted. 

"Guyana is doing 

Guyanese now have 

The focus on 
workplace safety will 
culminate on April 28th, 
which will be celebrated 

theme "We are running 
out of time: ensuring safe 
and healthy work now in 
a changing climate." 

Doctors at the meeting

Mohabir Anil Nandlall SC
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President Ali has 
reiterated the critical role 
of forest preservation 
in building sustainable 
development for all 
nations. Highlighting 
the Amazon Basin as 
the “lungs of the world,” 
President Ali emphasised 
its importance to the 
planet’s health and the 
global economy.

 
President Ali pointed 
out during his keynote 
address at the 6th Annual 

The government is 
tackling the challenges 

and a prolonged dry 
season with a focus on 
both immediate relief 
and long-term climate 
adaptation strategies, 
according to General 
Secretary of the People’s 
Progressive Party (PPP), 

Guyana is gearing 
up to host the third 
edition of the Caribbean 
Investment Forum 
(CIF), with Minister of 
Tourism, Industry and 
Commerce, Oneidge 
Walrond, emphasising 
the importance of the 
event for the nation’s 
economic sustainability.

Minister 

during the CIF’s media 
launch at the Marriott 

Security Challenges in 
Latin America Forum.

President Ali 
urged the world to 
establish a framework 
that recognises the 
true value of forests 
in environmental 
preservation. “We 

he stressed.
The President 

emphasised that forest 
protection goes beyond 
just trees.  “The 

acknowledged the 
strain these conditions 
have placed on 
Guyanese citizens, 
particularly farmers.  

Hotel in Kingston, 
Georgetown.

The forum, which 
will be held at the Arthur 
Chung Conference 
Centre under the theme 
“Transforming futures, 
empowering growth,” 

hundreds of business 
personnel from across 
the Caribbean and the 
European Union. These 
attendees will have the 

marketing opportunities 
and forge business deals.

Agency, the CIF will 
focus on crucial areas for 
the region’s development 
including building 
a green economy, 
leveraging technology 

 he said.  
He called for cross-
border collaboration, 
information sharing, and 

nine nations that share 
the Amazon.

President Ali 
proposed aligning at 
least 19% of each Latin 
American and Caribbean 

The Ministry of 
Health and the Civil 

reported.  Residents in 
Region Nine received 
hampers, following a 
recent visit by President 
Ali.

Recognising the 
limitations of immediate 
solutions for the 

Jagdeo emphasised 
the government’s 
prioritisation of climate 
adaptation as a long-
term strategy.  

in agriculture, and 
driving innovation and 
digitization

 Maharaj 
said. 

Investment, urged 
Guyanese businesses to 

sustainable development 
goals. This would require 
an estimated annual 

investment of $1.3 
trillion across the region 
by 2030. He argued that 

could generate revenue 
to support these crucial 
investments.

 he said, 
highc lighting the global 

events linked to climate 
change. 

Climate adaptation 
refers to adjustments 
taken to manage the 

The government’s 
commitment to this 
agenda is evident in 
its various policies and 
initiatives. 

is the Low Carbon 

strategies to capitalise 

investors.
“ T h e 

Ramsaroop assured. 
“Our agency will help 
to facilitate business 
opportunities and other 
ideas with the region 
through the Caribbean 

The forum will be 

Irfaan Ali on July 10. 
Over 50 local and 
regional businesses will 

 he 
questioned.  “We need 

Guyana’s unique 
position within the 
Amazon Basin and its 
oil resources position it 
as a potential model for 
achieving responsible 
and environmentally 
friendly growth. The 
country’s Low Carbon 

in its second phase.  This 
project includes a carbon 
credits agreement that 
compensates Guyana 
for preserving its forest 

85% of the resulting 
funds are directed 
towards sustainable 
development projects, 
with the remaining 15% 
allocated to indigenous 
communities.

“

Investments in 
water infrastructure 
are another long-term 
solution. The government 
is constructing canals 
similar to the Hope 
Canal in Regions Three, 

showcase their products 
and services.

Panel discussions 
will provide a platform 
for entrepreneurs and 
business leaders to 
present their ideas to 

blueprint for balancing 
economic development 
with environmental 
sustainability.  Guyana 
boasts one of the world’s 
lowest deforestation 
rates and its forests act 
as a net carbon sink, 
absorbing more carbon 
than they emit.

P r e s i d e n t 
Ali concluded by 
encouraging other 
nations to adopt some 
of the successful 
measures Guyana has 
implemented, including 
sustainable resource 
management, capacity 
building, and innovative 

mechanisms.

water storage capacity.  
The Hope Canal, 
situated on the East 

a multifaceted channel 
with an eight-door sluice 
designed to prevent 

into the Atlantic Ocean.
Guyana’s 2024 

on water management, 
allocating $72.3 billion 
for drainage and 

maintenance.
The government’s 

approach to the current 

beyond immediate relief, 
aiming to build resilience 
for the future through 
long-term climate 
adaptation strategies.

visiting delegations.
The CIF 2024 

promises to be a pivotal 
event for Guyana and 
the Caribbean, fostering 
economic growth and 
regional collaboration.
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Persons in attendance at the media launch at the 
Marriott Hotel

President Ali during his keynote address at the 6th 
Annual Security Challenges in Latin America Forum
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Guyana has 

taken a step towards 
strengthening its 
national defence with the 

228 aircraft.
President Irfaan 

Ali shared photos on 
Facebook showcasing 
the Indian-made planes 
landing at Cheddi 
Jagan International 
Airport. These aircraft, 
manufactured by 
Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL), arrived 
aboard Boeing C-17 
Globemaster military 
transport planes.

The acquisition 

follows a US$23.27 
million loan agreement 
signed between Guyana’s 
Ministry of Finance and 

General Secretary of 
the People’s Progressive 

Jagdeo, has announced 
the government’s 
commitment to conduct 
a Commission of Inquiry 
(COI) into the deadly 
2002-2003 crime wave. 

This move comes in 
response to questions 
from the media regarding 
the government’s 

recommendation by the 
United Nations Human 
Rights Commission 
(HRC) for such an 
inquiry.

S i g n i f i c a n t 
improvements are 
on the horizon for 
Guyana’s prison system 
as construction projects 
at the Mazaruni and 
Lusignan prisons are 
nearing completion. 
These initiatives aim to 
enhance the living and 
working conditions for 

while also promoting 
rehabilitation.

The Mazaruni Prison 
is undergoing a major 

designed to house 
inmates. This second 
phase of construction is 

soon. Additionally, the 
prison’s perimeter fence 
is being reinforced and 
is almost completed. 

Bank in March 2024.
These planes, known 

and Landing (STOL) 
capabilities, are well-
suited for Guyana’s 
diverse terrain. They are 
earmarked for various 
military applications, 
including maritime 
patrols, resupplying 
military bases, and 
transporting troops 
to remote interior 
locations.

This development 

step in Guyana’s 
defense modernisation 

underscores the growing 
relationship between 

Amit Telang, the Indian 
High Commissioner 
to Guyana, previously 

declared at a recent press 
conference.

out that the former 
coalition government 

Granger had previously 
promised a COI in 
2018.  He quoted 
Granger’s statement 
acknowledging the 
need to investigate the 

 and bring 
perpetrators to justice.  
Additionally, former 

This project will 
bolster security and 
create a more modern 
environment for all.

Meanwhile, a 
$57 million project is 
underway to renovate 

Mazaruni Prison. This 

highlighted the 
importance of this deal, 

defence Line of Credit 
Agreement signed 
with the Caribbean 
region.” The arrival of 

a further strengthening 
of diplomatic ties 
between the two nations, 
established in 1966.

Meanwhile, General 
Secretary of the People’s 

Bharrat Jagdeo, has 
addressed concerns 
raised by opposition 
members regarding the 
Indian aircraft purchase.

Members of 

Minister of State Joseph 
Harmon had indicated 
the COI would begin 

initiative will provide 
improved recreational 
facilities for both senior 

Further, the 
Lusignan Prison is 

new, state-of-the-art 

Parliament Coretta 

Patterson had previously 
suggested that the 
Indian government 

the aircraft, implying a 
disadvantageous deal for 
Guyana.

 in 2018, but this 

prison sections.  Four 
sections have already 
been completed and 
are operational, with 
work on the remaining 
sections progressing 

project is coupled with 
the establishment of a 

denied these claims and 

process. The aircraft 
were purchased directly 
from the manufacturer, 
Hindustan Aeronautics 
Ltd. (HAL), through a 
Line of Credit (LOC) 

Import Bank of India 

The COI is 

the circumstances 
surrounding the crime 
wave, which followed a 
prison break at Camp 
Street in February 2002.  
The period witnessed 
a surge in armed 
robberies, murders, and 

believes the previous 
administration shelved 
the COI for two reasons. 
He suggested the 
inquiry would reveal 
the inaccuracy of claims 
regarding the number of 

vocational school aimed 
at equipping inmates 
with valuable skills that 
can minimise recidivism 
upon release.  The 
school which is nearing 

programmes in auto 
mechanics, joinery, 
tailoring, and carpentry.

The ‘Holiday 
Bay Facility’ at the 
Lusignan Prison is being 
transformed into a trade 
shop.  This space will 
provide inmates with 

various trades, including 
auto mechanics, 
joinery, tailoring, 
and carpentry.  These 
initiatives represent 
the government’s 

inmates opportunities 
to become productive 
members of society 
as they prepare for 
reintegration.

Additional projects 
at the Lusignan Prison 

lower interest rate 
compared to commercial 
options. It’s a win-win 
for Guyana.”

a detailed breakdown 
of the US$23.37 million 
cost. The aircraft cost 
US$16 million (US$8 
million each.) The spare 
equipment was US$6.23 
million (including 
reserve engines, and 
propellers), and training 
was US$1 million 
(for pilots, engineers, 
technicians). Costs 

the aircraft to Guyana 
and deploying Indian 
engineers for training 
purposes were also 
incurred.

Afro-Guyanese victims, 
and that the COI might 
uncover links between 

PNC-led opposition and 
the gangs involved in the 
violence.

acknowledged that 
the COI will primarily 

records.  He anticipates 
the inquiry will 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
alleged complacency in 
addressing the crime 
wave.

include the completion 

quarters, and overhead 
water-storage tanks 
and treatment plants.  
These improvements 
contribute to the overall 
functionality of the 
prison system.

The Guyana 
government has 
allocated $6.5 billion 
to the Guyana Prison 
Service in this year’s 
budget.  These funds 
will be directed towards 
achieving the Prison 
Service’s strategic goals, 
with a focus on improving 
conditions for both 

ongoing construction 
projects and investment 
in rehabilitation 
programmes signify a 

a more modern and 

in Guyana.

DR JAGDEO CONFIRMS INQUIRY INTO DR JAGDEO CONFIRMS INQUIRY INTO 
2002-2003 CRIME WAVE2002-2003 CRIME WAVE

The aircraft

General Secretary of the People's Progressive Party 
(PPP), Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo

Major construction works at  Lusignan Prison nearing completion
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President Irfaan 
Ali is urging regional 
media outlets to move 
beyond the “historical 
trap” of focusing on 
corruption narratives in 
developing countries. 
In an interview with 
Trinidad and Tobago’s 

Attorney General 
and Minister of Legal 

has refuted accusations 
of secrecy regarding the 
government’s appeal 
to the Caribbean Court 

Ministry of 

and Governance proudly 
highlighted the country’s 
achievements in civil 
and political rights 
following a recent United 
Nations Human Rights 
Committee review. 
The Ministry also used 
the opportunity to 
emphasise its strong 
record of human rights 

“Guyana has 

 the Ministry 
declared in a recently 
issued statement. This 
achievement places 

CNC3 Morning Brew, 
President Ali argued for 
a shift in focus towards 
celebrating successful 
governance models.

of Justice (CCJ) in the 
ongoing oil spill liability 
case.

 Minister 

Guyana ahead of many 
developed nations that 
haven’t committed 
to the same level of 
international human 
rights scrutiny.

The International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) 
is one such treaty, and 
Guyana’s recent report 
to the UN Human Rights 
Committee focused on 

rights enshrined within 
it.

 the Ministry 

President Ali 
lamented. He contrasted 
this with developed 
nations, where rapid 
economic growth often 
receives more positive 
media coverage. 

he 
said.

President Ali believes 
this discrepancy stems 
from a perception that 
developing countries 

recent interview with the 

He emphasised that 
the appeal followed 
standard procedures 
and questioned why it 
was being portrayed as 
secretive simply because 
it wasn’t immediately 
announced to the media.

 Minister 
Nandlall asserted. “The 
government doesn’t 
owe any obligation to 

including freedom of 
speech, fair trials, and 

cannot manage economic 

 
he stated. “We have 

he 
emphasised.

Guyana’s commitment 
to good governance, 
President Ali highlighted 
the country’s digitisation 
and transparency 

the media.”
The case centers 

Guyanese citizens, 
Frederick Collins and 
Godfrey Whyte, against 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA). They demanded 
the EPA enforce 
the liability clause 

environmental permit, 
requiring them to 

responsibility in case of 
an oil spill.

The High Court ruled 
in favour of the citizens 
in May 2023, mandating 

signed parent guarantee 
for insurance coverage. 

protection from torture, 
are also guaranteed by 
Guyana’s Constitution 

initiatives. These 

aim to 

 Once 
implemented, these 

reduce bureaucracy, 
and mitigate corruption 
risks.

President Ali 

including Oil and Gas 

 the Natural 
Resources Fund Act, 
Petroleum Activities 
Act, and revised Product 
Sharing Agreement 

Guyana appealed this 
decision.

The Attorney 
General highlighted the 
government’s lack of 
opportunity to represent 
itself in the ongoing 
proceedings.

 Minister 

This denial was based 
on the assumption 
that the EPA could 
adequately represent the 
government’s interests.

However, the 
Attorney General 
contested this notion. 

and various statutes.
The Ministry 

the UN review process. 

they 
stated.

Guyana’s most recent 
report, submitted in 
August 2021, addressed 
a list of issues previously 
raised by the Committee. 
The review process 
allows countries to 

 
President Ali urged. 

P r e s i d e n t 
Ali concluded by 
emphasising his 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
commitment to ensuring 
all Guyanese citizens 

country’s development. 

 
he argued. “It cannot 
speak on behalf of the 
government.”

The Attorney 
General emphasized 
the government’s stake 
in the case, given its 
contractual agreement 

He concluded by 
emphasising the right 
of any government or 
citizen to participate in 
such legal proceedings 
and appeal if necessary. 
“The government has 
done nothing wrong,” he 
asserted.

showcase their progress 
and identify areas for 
continued improvement.

The Ministry’s 
statement also 
addressed potential 
criticism.  

 the 
Ministry urged. They 
emphasised a desire for 
fact-based discussions on 
human rights in Guyana, 
rather than resorting to 
political attacks.

Gail Teixeira

Nandlall
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President Ali appearing on Trinidad and Tobago’s 
CNC3 Morning Brew hosted by Hema Ramkissoon
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Easter festivities 

Good Friday, a day 

Churches across the 

worshippers, and a spirit 
of reverence permeate 
the nation. President 
Irfaan Ali joined the 
congregation at the 
Revealed Word Christian 
Centre, emphasising 
the importance of 
love, kindness, and 
compassion in Guyanese 
lives.

 
the President declared. 
He urged citizens to 
embrace this message 
throughout the year, 
fostering unity and 
understanding amidst 
Guyana's rich tapestry of 
cultures and religions.

Food and kites 
normally take centre 
stage as Easter unfolds.  
Guyanese indulge in 
delectable treats like 
cross buns, while the 
skies come alive with 

a dazzling display of 
colorful kites.  The well-
being of children is a 
core principle for the 
Guyanese government, 
evident in their annual 
kite-making classes 
and distribution drives 
across the country.

highlighted Minister 

Pauline Sukhai, during 

in Kurukubaru, Region 
Eight. 
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

INJURED?   
CAR ACCIDENT? 

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR TTC SLIP 
AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, PEDESTRIAN OR 

CYCLYST STRUCK BY AUTOMOBILE 

 VICTIMS OF CRIME 

TALK TO US FIRST 

THE ACCIDENT INJURY LAW FIRM MAXMIZES YOUR CLAIM 

AND GETS YOU A BIGGER SETTLEMENT 

NO UP FRONT FEES AND NO HIDDEN COST  

WE DON’T GET PAID UNTIL YOU GET PAID 

FOR A FREE CONSULATION IN 

YOUR HOME, AT THE HOSPITAL 

OR AT YOUR OFFICE 

CALL RICHARD MARS HOSEIN 

AT 

416-999-3471 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9AM8PM 

OVER 15 YEARS OF EXCELLENT 

SERVICE IN THIS COMMUNITY

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!
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Following the 
religious observances, 
the Easter weekend 

cultural displays. The 
Rupununi Rodeo in 
Region Nine is a major 
tourist attraction, 
showcasing the unique 
lifestyle of the region's 
ranchers and vaqueros.  
President Ali joins the 
festivities each year.

"The Rupununi 

Minister 
Sukhai remarked.  

  The rodeo 
not only displays the 
talents of skilled riders 
and showcases a thriving 
livestock industry, but 
also allows local artisans 
to share their indigenous 
crafts with the world.

Over in Region 
Seven, the Bartica 
Regatta unfolds, the 
country's oldest annual 
regatta steeped in 
tradition. Spectators 
gather along the 
Essequibo, Mazaruni, 
and Cuyuni Rivers, 
cheering on high-octane 
powerboat races and 
marvelling at the vibrant 
display of colourful 
vessels. But the Bartica 

more than just speed on 
water. It's a celebration 
of Guyanese culture, 
attracting visitors from 
all corners of the country 
and even overseas. The 
event features a variety 
of activities for all ages, 
including football and 
cricket matches, a Miss 
Bartica Regatta pageant, 
and lively performances 
showcasing Guyanese 

music, dance, and
cuisine. This year,
Minister of Housing
and Water, Collin Croal,
addressed attendees
about the government's
ongoing development
initiatives in the region.
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On Easter Monday 
the skies are painted with 
a breathtaking spectacle 
of kites, particularly in 
popular spots like the 
National Park, Number 
63 Beach, the Botanical 
Gardens, and the 
seawalls.  For Guyanese, 
Easter is more than just 

time for families to come 
together, strengthen 
bonds, and share the joy 
of the season. This year 

shared Lurlene 
James. 

This 
sentiment resonated 
throughout the Easter 
weekend, with Guyanese 

their joy at being together 
and celebrating life.
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each each
eacheach

2/
$5

Walker's Wood

Jerk Seasoning
Assorted 280 g

French's

Tomato Ketchup
1 L

Big Foot

Cheese Snack
25 g

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Caribbean
Dreams Browning
147 ml

Spur Tree
Callaloo
540 g

Aurora Linda
Laundry Soap
270 g

Mr Goudas

Red Kidney Beans
15 lbs

$25299

399399
eacheach

Benjamin's
Rose Water
480 ml

Nutrament

Energy Nutrition 

Drink  355 ml

Milo

Chocolate Malt 

Drink Mix  900 g 699 Cedar
Parboiled Rice
8 kg

249

each

Lucozade Original
Glucose Drink
1 L

Cedar
Yellow Corn Meal #40
2 lb each

299
each

299
each

199
each

199
each

129
ea

Grace Coconut
Water with coconut 

pieces 500 ml

ea

National

Spice Bun 
130 g 99¢

each

2/220 2/112/
$1

99¢
each

Grace 
Mackerel In Tomato 

Sauce 155 g

St Ives
Body Lotion 621 ml
Repairing Cranberry ONLY349 99¢

eacheach

Heavy Duty
Aluminum Foil
25 Sq Ft

Super Kill

Roach & Ant Killer
170 g 59

ea

Grace

Green Banana Chips
85 g
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

k
am

 R
d

.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
er

fo
rd

 R
d

. 
S

o
u

th
.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
er

st
o

n
e 

D
r.

M
ar

ti
n

 G
ro

v
e 

R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

 Five Locations To Serve You Better
 Although we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

 Specials in Effect Thu. Apr.18th
until Wed. Apr.24th, 2024.

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Fresh Seafood Catches

From

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$399
lb Frozen

$699
lb as is

Fresh 
Doctor Fish

Frozen Fu Yang
31/40 Headless
White Shrimps

500 g

999
Each

Frozen Easy Cooked 
Trimmed Oxtail

$799
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$199$149
lb lb 

Fresh Split
Chicken Wings

Under New Management

Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon

lb as is
$599

Fresh Caribbean

Pumpkin

5

$249
lb

Burned 
Beef Feet

9 

399
lb

Sweet Orri

Tangerines

Fresh
Mutton Snappers

lb as is
$799

Fresh
Parrot Fish

$599
lb as is

0

9

Fresh Green or

Ripe Plantain

179
lb 199

lb

Fresh Large

Eddoes

149
lb

Davao Frozen

Whole Cassava

.991 Lb Bag

$599
lb as is

Fresh Yellow Tail
Snappers

under 1/2lb size

Frozen Cargill
Spicy Chicken Cutlet

Fresh Exceldor 
Chicken Leg 

Quarters

6299
With Purchase of 2 cases or

More Thursday To Sunday Only

$999

$249
lb

Salted
Pig Tail

$499
lb

Fresh or Frozen
Beef Shank Steak

Center Cut
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The government’s 
commitment to 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development is bringing 
long-awaited relief and a 
brighter future to various 
communities in Region 

The Ministry of Public 
Works’ Miscellaneous 
Road Programme 
is transforming 
Manchester with 
a $313.3 million 
investment in road 
upgrades. This initiative 
prioritises school zones, 
with First, Second, and 
Third Cross Streets near 
Manchester Secondary 
School receiving over 
$20 million each 
in rehabilitation 

funds. Additionally, 
Manchester Nursery 

from a $31 million 
upgrade for both access 
roads.

Residents across 
the community will 

impact. Upgraded 
sections on Third 
Cross Street (East of 
Manchester Secondary 
School) and Fifth 
Cross Street (West of 
Middlewalk Liverpool 

Village) represent a 
combined investment 

promising smoother 
travel and increased 
accessibility.

L o n g s t a n d i n g 
concerns about road 
quality and safety are 
addressed through 
projects like the $17.7 
million rehabilitation 
of the First Cross Street 
and Hogstye main access 
road, along with a $19.5 
million investment on 
the First Cross Street 
(Main Access Road).

The government’s 

to broader regional 
connectivity with a $45 
million allocation for 
the rehabilitation of the 
Main Access, North and 
South, First Cross Street. 
Additionally, works were 

Access (Place of Worship 
Street) and Kuru 

Kuru College Street, 
Manchester, aiming to 
improve both travel time 
and economic activity.

Meanwhile, Black 
Bush Polder residents 
are celebrating a long-
awaited transformation. 
Gone are the days of 
muddy paths, replaced 

by a network of 20 new 
concrete roads. This 

upgrade, also part of the 
Ministry of Public Works’ 
Miscellaneous Road 
Programme, has brought 
immense relief to the 
farming community.

Residents like 
Camache Leonard, who 
endured muddy roads 

her joy and relief.   

 she said.
New roads mean 

easier access to the 
market and a safer 

environment for 
children attending 
school, as highlighted by 
Tina Harry and Vastie 

echoed this sentiment, 
emphasizing, “The 

Basmattie Leonard 
described how the 
previous mud dam 
not only made travel 

impacted daily life due 

she 

in overall well-being.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
residents from villages 
spanning Numbers 52 
to 74 in East Berbice-
Corentyne are reaping 

government investment 
in road infrastructure. 
This initiative is 

accessibility and quality 
of life across these 
communities.

Within the 52-
63 Neighbourhood 

are undergoing 
rehabilitation, with 
eight already completed. 
Similarly, in the 64-

being addressed, with 19 

Residents are 

satisfaction with the long-
awaited improvements. 
Residents like, Claude 

government’s dedication 

to local development, 
highlighting the 
importance of proper 
transportation for 
village life.t. “The 

 he stated. 

 
he added.

Harreshrai Ryan 
and Nadani Singh 
echoed these sentiments, 

for the improved roads 
and, in Singh’s case, the 

addition of streetlights. 

Ryan said.

 

acknowledged the 
ongoing nature 
of development 

appreciation for the 

 
he remarked.

The project also 
fosters a sense of 
community ownership. 
Contractor Ravindra 
Niranjan emphasised the 
importance of employing 
local residents, allowing 
them to see the project’s 

contribute to their own 
neighbourhoods.

he 

These road upgrades 

c o m m i t m e n t 
to improving 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
c o n n e c t i n g 
communities, and 
fostering development 
for citizens. 

�������������	��
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Road upgrades in the community of Manchester 

Road upgrades in Black Bush Polder

One of the completed road in East Berbice

Harreshrai Ryan



AMIDST global tension com-

pounded by troubling events in various 

parts of the world, President Dr. Irfaan 

Ali has delivered a loud cry for global 

peace, emphasising the critical need for 

de-escalation in conflict-torn regions. 

In a moving speech at the First 

Family’s annual Eid-ul-Fitr celebration 

on Saturday night, the Guyanese leader 

highlighted the seriousness of the situa-

tion in the Middle East, encouraging na-

tions to prioritise diplomacy and 

co-operation in the pursuit of long-term 

peace. 

He emphasised the profound unity 

that binds Guyanese together—a unity 

forged not only by different circum-

stances but by shared values and a deep-

rooted passion for their nation. 

As the festivities unfolded, Presi-

dent Ali took centre stage to reflect on 

the significance of bonds and the role 

they play in shaping the cultural fabric 

of Guyana. 

Surrounded by a diverse audience 

including loved ones, and members of 

the Muslim community, he spoke with 

unwavering conviction about the endur-

ing strength derived from their collec-

tive heritage and aspirations. 

“We are one family; we are the 

Guyanese family. A family brought to-

gether by different circumstances, but a 

family cemented by our shared values 

and passion, by our commitment and 

love for each other, by our tolerance for 

each other, by other obedience to the 

rule of law and by our recognition that 

we are a part of one wider human fam-

ily,” the Guyanese leader said. 

According to him, this recognition 

was further validated when the 

Guyanese community “collected more 

than $86 million for the people of Pales-

tine.” 

President Ali emphasised Guyana’s 

commitment to supporting and raising 

funds wherever a human family is in 

need, stating that “we live in a harsh 

world under harsh circumstances.” 

“Why must peace be negotiated if 

we live a life of peace?” Dr. Ali ques-

tioned. 

He said that peace should never be 

a negotiated issue, but rather the value 

system that each member of the human 

family lives by. 

The Head of State added: “The 

very fact that we live in a world where 

peace must be negotiated, tells of the 

psyche of the system in the world. And 

what is that system? Must there be war 

before peace or peace before war? It is 

an important question: Whether we pur-

sue war and hope for peace or we pur-

sue war and then negotiate for peace. 

Or do we pursue peace and make 

peace a fundamental pillar on which the 

world stands so war would not have a 

place in our societies?” 

And if this is a key foundation 

upon which the world must stand, he 

stated, Guyana, a small country, must 

demonstrate that—despite our cultural 

and ethnic differences—we will be the 

greatest symbol of strength, hope, pros-

perity, opportunity, and genuine peace 

and love. 

The Head of State said that Guyana 

has never supported injustice. He ad-

vised Guyanese to avoid rehashing the 

past. 

“We have to recognise that the past 

must instruct our actions in the future. 

The past must provide the basis through 

which we make decisions in the future,” 

Dr Ali said. 

He reasoned that one of the most 

difficult challenges in resolving past in-

justices is convincing those responsible 

to own their mistakes and seek for for-

giveness. 

“You can’t claim to be a new dem-

ocratic force unless you go through the 

process of acknowledging your sinful 

path, of acknowledging your injustices, 

of acknowledging all the things you 

would have done contrary to the rule of 

law and the democratic path. That’s not 

how it works,” President Ali said. 

He stressed that for the People’s 

Progressive Party/ Civic (PPP/C) gov-

ernment, the presidency is more than 

simply a ceremonial office. He said it is 

a profound obligation to serve the peo-

ple and leave a stronger, more united na-

tion.
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President Ali: ‘Peace should never be 
a negotiated issue’

President Irfaan Ali
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The government 

commitment to public 
safety, dismissing 
opposition security 
plans as unoriginal and 

In a statement, the 
government took aim at 
the Alliance for Change 

G u y a n a ' s 
commitment to 
strengthening its 
national defense took a 

with the signing of a 
Letter of Intent (LOI) to 
procure a €39.5 million 

(OPV) from French 
company OCEA S.A. 
The signing ceremony, 
held at the Ministry of 
Finance, was overseen 

Ashni Singh.

emphasised the 
government's dedication 

Irfaan Ali's vision of a 

"The 

Residents of 
Kwakwani, a mining 
and logging community 
in Region Ten (Upper 

are celebrating the 
completion of a $420.1 
million road upgrade 

investment aims to 
improve connectivity 
and stimulate economic 
development in the area.

The project 
encompassed several 
key roads in Kwakwani.  
Substantial work was 
completed in sections 
two and three of the 
village, with R&M 

(AFC) party's security 
proposals, calling 
them 

 

highlighting recent 
acquisitions like two new 
aircraft.

The ceremony also 
underscored the growing 
ties between Guyana and 
France. 

 
remarked French 
Ambassador to Guyana 
and Suriname, His 

Bouillane. Ambassador 
de Bouillane pointed to 
the planned opening of a 

Mining Investment 

General Construction 
and Supplies leading the 

each delivered 
improvements valued at 
$77.3 million and $77.4 
million, respectively.

Construction and 
Supplies was also 
responsible for the 

Coomaka village's 
internal road network, at 
a cost of $87.2 million.

The vital Hururu 
to Kwakwani Access 
Road also received 

The government 
highlighted its record on 
crime reduction, citing a 
20% decrease in serious 
crimes in 2022 and a 
further 17% reduction in 
2023.

 the statement 
said. 

 The government 
pointed to its investment 
in technology as a 
key factor in these 
i m p r o v e m e n t s , 

the 

French embassy in 
The acquisition of 

the Model 190 OPV 
will be instrumental in 
safeguarding Guyana's 
territorial waters. 

of the Americas for 
OCEA S.A. Mr. Yorgo 
Hernandez, the vessel 

H e r n a n d e z 

company's interest 
in collaborating with 
Guyana on establishing 
a maintenance shipyard 
in the country. 

a $57.9 million 
upgrade, completed by 
International Import and 
Supplies.  Additionally, 
Nottinghamshire Road, 
a critical artery linking 
Mackenzie Linden to CB 

a $120.1 million 
rehabilitation project.

These road 
improvements fall under 
the Ministry of Public 
Works' Hinterland 
Road projects.  
The government's 
commitment to 
hinterland development 
is further evidenced by 

The statement also 
criticised the AFC for 
failing to implement 
recommendations from 
a British Security Sector 
Reform report received 
in 2018.

 the statement 
said.

the allocation of $5.5 
billion for hinterland 
road development in the 
2024 budget.

The upgraded 

The government 
further contrasted their 
approach with that of the 
previous administration, 
which included the AFC.

"Guyanese would 

 the 
statement charged. 

 he 
stated.

This move by the 

a commitment to 

improve transportation 
links within Kwakwani 
and surrounding 
areas. This will not 

in managing 

The government 
pledged to continue 
building on its security 
gains, emphasising 
transparency and 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . 

the 
statement concluded.

long-term maritime 
security and regional 
cooperation.

but also enhance the 
economic potential 
of the community 
by facilitating the 
movement of goods and 
services.

The PPP/C 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
highlights this project 
as a testament to its 
unwavering commitment 
to fostering inclusive 
growth and equitable 
development for all 
Guyanese.
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The Letter of Intent was signed at the Ministry of Finance boardroom

all Guyanese 
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The Georgetown 
Public Hospital 
Corporation (GPHC) 
has achieved a major 
milestone, successfully 

Total Hip Replacement 
surgery in Guyana. This 
innovative technique 

for patients, including 
faster recovery times and 
reduced pain.

A release from the 
hospital noted that 
previously, GPHC 
relied on the traditional 
a n t e r i o r - l a t e r a l 
approach for these 
surgeries. However, on 

The Lethem Regional 
Hospital has achieved a 

March 26, 2024, a team 
led by visiting surgeon 

ever successful removal 
of a large congenital 
hemangioma from a 

the Chinese Medical 
Brigade pioneered the 

16-year-old patient. This 
tangled mass of blood 
vessels, present since 

Kaalesh Ramcharran 
and Randolph Tulsie 
also played a key role in 
this historic procedure.

for patients such as 
smaller incisions. This 
minimises tissue damage 
and scarring. Further, 
unlike traditional 

approach doesn’t require 
muscle repair, leading 
to faster recovery. 
Additionally, patients 

post-operative pain and 
can begin moving sooner 
after surgery.

surgery, performed on 

birth, caused the patient 

and grew steadily over 
time.

Admitted in 
February, the patient 
underwent a thorough 

a mass on the right 
shoulder. The skilled 
surgical team then 

removal of a substantial 
25-30 centimetre mass.

A blood transfusion 
ensured the patient’s 
safety during the 
procedure. The patient 
was discharged after 

a 73-year-old woman, 
proved successful.  
Following meticulous 
planning and careful 
adherence to protocols, 
the patient recovered 
quickly and was 
discharged early.

The momentum 
continued on April 2 

Ranvir Gajraj, performed 

surgery.
The Chinese 

Medical Brigade further 
supported GPHC by 
hosting a seminar on 
minimally invasive 
orthopaedic surgeries on 

recovery period.
This success story 

strides Guyana has 
made in improving 
healthcare, particularly 
in remote areas like 
Lethem. The Lethem 
Regional Hospital, with 
its modern facilities 
and two fully functional 
surgical beds, is well-
equipped to handle the 
growing demand for 
surgical procedures.

The hospital has 
witnessed a staggering 
200% increase in 
surgical volume from 
2022 to 2023. This surge 

March 27. This session 
provided valuable 

approach, paving the way 
for its wider adoption at 
GPHC and potentially 
throughout Guyana.

technique, highlighting 
its potential to transform 
total hip replacement 
surgeries at GPHC.  The 

plans to train other 
surgeons and potentially 
introduce this technique 
at regional hospitals.

accessibility and quality 

by the hospital.
The Lethem Regional 

Hospital boasts a 
diverse range of surgical 
services, including 
general surgery, 
orthopaedics, obstetrics 
and gynaecology, and 
ophthalmology. With 

works, the hospital is 

wider array of specialised 
care to Guyanese 
people and residents of 
neighbouring countries.

Replacement surgery conducted  in Guyana
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Residents of Region 
Seven can now access 
critical surgical care 
closer to home, thanks 
to a major milestone 
achieved at the Upper 

Hospital in Kamarang.

the hospital’s history, 
a team of surgeons 
successfully performed 
eight essential 
procedures, including 
gallstone removal 
and hernia repair.  
This accomplishment 
is a direct result of 
the government’s 
investment in a new 
surgical theatre within 
the Amerindian village.

The successful 
surgeries have brought 
immense relief to 
residents from Paruima, 
Waramadong, Phillipai, 
Kamarang, and 

surrounding villages.  
Previously, residents 
requiring surgery faced 

of costly travel to 
Georgetown.

Sylvester Hope, a 
resident of Waramadong 

undergo surgery at the 

his appreciation.  “We 

 he 
said. 

Colson Thompson, 
another resident 

the local surgery, 
echoed this sentiment.  
“

he 
shared.  

Romel Johnny, 
whose daughter received 
successful surgery, 
highlighted the positive 
impact for the entire 
community.  “When 

he stated.  “We have 

The construction and 
furnishing of the surgical 
theatre represent a $50 
million investment by 
the government and the 

vital addition to the 
hospital’s facilities 

healthcare access for 
indigenous communities 
in the region.

General of the Ministry 

of Health, emphasised 
the initiative’s 

the healthcare gap 
between the hinterland 
and the coastland.  “This 
is a case of bringing 
healthcare to the people,” 

“This is 

Surgeon Sheik Amir 
led the visiting surgical 
team, joined by support 

Regional Hospital, 
Mercy Hospital, and 
the Georgetown Public 
Hospital Corporation.  
This initiative follows 
the introduction of 
surgical services in other 
hinterland regions, 
including Moruca 
(Region One) and 
Aishalton (Region Nine).  
The government plans 
to construct additional 
surgical theatres in 
other villages, further 

critical healthcare across 
Guyana.

Director General of the Ministry of Health, Dr Vishwa 
Mahadeo along with the surgical team in front of 
Kamarang’s surgical theatre

Before and after successful removal of a large congenital hemangioma at Lethem 
Regional Hospital
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Guyana took a 

improving mental health 
care and reducing suicide 
rates with the launch 
of the National Mental 
Health Action Plan 
and National Suicide 
Prevention Plan.  These 
plans, encompassing 
new programmes and 
policies, aim to reshape 
the country's approach 
to mental health from 
2024 to 2030.

The plans outline a 
multi-pronged approach.  
It encompasses strategic 
areas to strengthen 
governance and 
leadership for mental 
health, develop a 
comprehensive and 

The Ministry of 
Labour has assured the 
public that discussions 
between the Ministry of 
Education (MoE) and the 
Guyana Teachers’ Union 
(GTU) are ongoing, 
despite threats of strike 
action.

Labour Minister 
Joseph Hamilton refuted 
the GTU's claims of a 
breakdown in talks.  

Minister Hamilton told 

The Labour Ministry 
emphasised its stance 

integrated community-
based mental health 
care system, establish a 
suicide prevention plan 
to reduce the country’s 
suicide rate, decrease 
alcohol and substance 
use, and foster inter-
sectoral collaboration for 
rehabilitation.

The plans also 
prioritise prevention, 
mental health literacy, 
and improved 
information systems.

Minister of Health, 

highlighted the plans' 
alignment with recent 
legislation at recent 
event at the ministry’s 
headquarters on 
Brickdam. "This new 

of non-intervention. 

 Minister 
Hamilton stated.  He 
suggested that the recent 
withdrawal by the GTU 
from negotiations was a 
strategic move. 

 he said.  
Their goal, according 
to the Minister, 
might be to 

plan will also help 

The plans emphasise 
a human rights approach, 
ensuring patients receive 

treatment.

of PAHO/WHO, 

Thomas, applauded 

The Ministry of 
Health has announced 
the appointment of the 
new Pharmacy Council 
of Guyana Board, 

Led by Chairperson 

and Vice-Chairperson 
Ms. Carol-Ann Lam, 
the council promises 
a renewed focus on 
digitization, streamlined 
training, and stricter 
professional standards.

This newly formed 
body will serve a two-
year term until March 
31st, 2026. Their core 
objectives, as outlined 
by the Pharmacy 
Practitioners’ Act 2003, 
include regulating 

The Ministry 
of Education has 
maintained a routine of 
monthly meetings with 
the GTU since August 
2020 to address various 
teacher concerns, 
including salary and 
welfare issues, and 
improvements to 
education management.  
These meetings have 
resulted in positive 
outcomes for teachers, 
such as school 
cash grants, salary 
adjustments, and duty-
free concessions.

advancements, the GTU 
resorted to strike action 

Guyana's progress. "We 

pharmacy practices, 
establishing ethical and 
professional standards, 
and registering 
pharmacy professionals.

The Pharmacy 
Council has outlined 
several key initiatives 
aimed at modernizing 
pharmacy practice 
in Guyana. These 
include the council 
plans to digitise all 
registration processes 
for pharmacists, interns, 
and assistants, ensuring 

Streamlining the 
internship programme 
is a priority, allowing 
interns to gain valuable 

M a n d a t o r y 

dissatisfaction over 
teacher salaries and 
wages.  

Minister Hamilton 
reiterated that 
established labour 
laws and practices will 
not be altered.  He 

 

continuing education 

to keep pharmacists and 
assistants updated on 
the latest developments.

The council will 
develop and enforce 
clear standards for 
professional practice and 
ethics, ensuring quality 
pharmacy services.

 A website will 
be launched to 
provide information 
on registration, 
accreditation, and 
continuing education. 
It will also include a 
yearly list of registered 
professionals for public 
reference.

The council plans 
to publish informative 

pointed out that “in 

  He 

The action plans will 
involve collaboration 
with the private 
sector and introduce 
new services within 
communities and schools 
to raise awareness about 
mental health and 
suicide prevention.

This action plan 
will also involve greater 
collaboration with 
the private sector, as 
new services will be 
introduced within 
the community and 
schools to raise further 
awareness about mental 
health and suicide.

materials relevant to both 
pharmacy professionals 
and the general public.

 A review of 
Guyana's pharmacy 
laws, prioritizing the 
Pharmacy Practitioners' 
Act of 2003 and its 
regulations, is on the 
agenda.

These initiatives, 
guided by dedicated 
committees, aim to 

the pharmacy sector in 

two years. This promises 

and well-informed 
pharmacy environment 
for both healthcare 
professionals and the 
public.

policies will continue to 
govern labour relations 
in Guyana.  Teachers 
were, in fact, warned 
that participating in the 
strike would result in 
withheld wages.
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A teacher engaging students at the reopening of the school term

Minister of Health, Dr Frank Anthony receiving 
the new National Mental Health Action Plan from 
Assistant Director of PAHOWHO Dr Rhonda Seale

Dr Karishma Jeeboo heads new Pharmacy Council of 
Guyana Board

���	�������	�������	�����	����	�		

	
���������		������		���	����
�	�
���



EQUALITY NEWS 25THURSDAY APRIL 18 2024
��������	
�������������������������������	
���������

EDUCATORS EQUIPPED WITH SCHOLASTIC GUIDED EDUCATORS EQUIPPED WITH SCHOLASTIC GUIDED 

PROGRAMME TO COMBAT READING CHALLENGESPROGRAMME TO COMBAT READING CHALLENGES

The government 
has announced a 

in hinterland education, 
with plans to construct 
over 20 new schools in 
Region Nine alone. This 
initiative was revealed by 
Education Minister Priya 
Manickchand during a 
recent visit to the region.

Construction will 
begin on 13 nursery 
schools in various areas, 
including Parabara, 
Bashaizon, Semonie, 
and Quatata. 

 the 
minister highlighted.

Four primary schools 
will be built in Tabatinga 
and Cra Crana, among 
other areas.

Four secondary 

schools will ease 
overcrowding at St. 
Ignatius Secondary and 
provide better access to 
secondary education. 
Targeted villages 
include Tabatinga, 
Nappi, Massara, and 
Mariwaunau.

M i n i s t e r 
M a n i c k c h a n d 
emphasised the 
importance of 
addressing teacher 
shortages alongside 
new infrastructure. 

 she stated. 

The new schools 
will be well-equipped 
to enhance the learning 
environment with smart 
classrooms, libraries, 
laboratories, a courtyard 
for recreational 
purposes, and other 
necessities, the minister 

This investment 
in Region Nine builds 
upon the government’s 

opportunities in 
hinterland regions. 
According to the minister, 
in the hinterland areas 

The Ministry of 
Education is taking a 
major step to address 
reading challenges 
among young learners. It 
has launched a training 
programme focused 
on Scholastic Guided 
Reading, equipping 
literacy leaders with the 
tools to improve literacy 
rates.

This initiative 
highlights the Ministry’s 
commitment to tackling 
persistent reading 
comprehension issues. 

average rise in English 

such as Regions One, 
Eight, and Nine, there 
was one secondary 
school. However, when 
the PPP/C Government 

to 1997, three secondary 
schools were constructed 
by the administration. 
Additionally, between 

secondary schools 
were later built for the 
students.

The allocation 
of $135.2 billion to 
the education sector 
in the 2024 budget 
further underscores 
the government’s 
ongoing commitment 
to educational 
transformation in 
Guyana.

from 32% to 64%, 
around 40% of students 
entering Grade 7 still 
struggle with reading 
comprehension.

To address this 
challenge, the Ministry 
has invested in the 
Scholastic Inc. Guided 
Reading Focus Fiction 

a comprehensive 
collection of level books, 
categorised by genre 

26 levels, this series 
allows educators to 
tailor instruction to each 
student’s needs.

Scholastic Guided 

advantages including 

Educators can group 
students based on 
similar reading abilities.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 

monitor individual 
student progress.

This programme 
provides a core collection 
of books that can be 

The Ministry has 
procured 460 Levels 

designed for use with 
Grade 1 students. These 

kits include teacher 
guides, storage bins, 
level books, and teaching 
cards with lesson plans 
for each book.

The training session 
focused on equipping 
National and Regional 
Literacy Coordinators 
with the knowledge 
and skills necessary to 

the programme. This 
comprehensive training, 
coupled with ongoing 
support from the 
Ministry, will ensure 

utilising these materials 
to improve literacy 
instruction across the 
country.
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Over 25,000 
residents on Guyana’s 

Coldingen to Nabaclis, 

improvement in their 
water quality and 
service. This is thanks 
to the construction of a 
new $1.9 billion water 
treatment plant at 
Bachelor’s Adventure.

 said Minister 
of Housing and Water, 
Collin Croal, during 
a recent inspection of 
the treatment plant. 

The Bachelor’s 
Adventure plant is 
currently 30% complete 
and is being built 
by Sigma Engineers 
Limited. Completion is 

2024. The project 
is funded by the 
government’s $40 billion 
Coastal Water Treatment 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
Programme (CWTIP).

The CWTIP is a 
large-scale initiative 
that encompasses, 
the construction of 
seven new large water 
treatment plants and 
15 small plants, the 

plants, the installation 
of 200 kilometres of 
transmission mains and 

improved water quality, 
service continuity, and 
level of service across 
Regions Two, Three, 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
contracts have been 
awarded for the 

construction of 28 
kilometers of new 
transmission mains from 
the Bachelor’s Adventure 
plant to residents 
between Coldingen and 
Nabaclis. These works 

completed by September 
2024.

While, upgrades 
are underway on the 
$110 million treatment 
plant at Sparendaam, 

residents south of the 
railway embankment 
from Goedverwagting to 
Better Hope.

Further, construction 
of treatment plants at 
Cummings Lodge and 
Caledonia is progressing, 
with these facilities set 
to serve over 37,000 
residents.

M e a n w h i l e , 
residents of Fort 
Island, a community 

in the Essequibo River 
in Region Three, will 
soon have access to a 
more reliable supply 
of potable water. Their 
current hand-pump well 
is being upgraded with a 
photovoltaic system.

announced 
Minister Croal.

These interventions 
align with the 
government’s goals of 
achieving 100% treated 
water coverage in 
hinterland regions by 
2025 and developing 
all communities across 
Guyana.
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Minister Croal and team inspecting ongoing works on 
the new $1.9B treatment plant at Bachelor’s Adventure

Education Minister Priya Manickchand during a 
recent visit to the region.

Participants  of the workshop to tackle the spread of 
communicable diseases
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Amerindian youths 
across Guyana can 
look forward to new 
opportunities thanks to 

million) project called 

Generation, Agency 
and Gender Equality 
(ENGAGE).

The initiative is 

between the Ministry of 

Canada, with funding 
provided by Global 

and implementation 
handled by the World 
University Service of 
Canada (WUSC). The 

towards empowering 
young people, 
particularly young 
women, in Regions One, 
Seven, Eight, and Nine.

A new initiative in 
Guyana is providing 
interest-free loans 

Twenty families 
in Region Nine are 
celebrating a life-
changing upgrade as 
they have received keys 
to their new homes. This 
marks the successful 
launch of the Hinterland 

Speaking at 
the signing of the 
Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
for the project in the 

on Thomas Street, 
Minister of Amerindian 

Sukhai, highlighted 
the government’s 
dedication to supporting 
the development of 
indigenous youth. “We 

 
Minister Sukhai 
remarked. “We have 

The Minister 

to business owners 
with disabilities. The 
programme aims to 

Housing Programme in 
the region, spearheaded 
by the Ministry of 
Housing and Water.

Minister Collin 
Croal presented the 
keys, along with regional 

that the ENGAGE 
project, combined with 

like the Community 

programme, will create 

for women in Guyana’s 
hinterland regions.

C a n a d a ’ s 

barriers they face and 
empower them to be self-

said 

Khan plans to use the 
loan to start a computer 
supplies store. 

Odessa Evans, 
another recipient, said 
the programme is a 

 Evans has 

homes, built using local 
materials and labour, 

$60 million in total.  
They were strategically 
placed in Yakarinta and 

vulnerable families.

Ambassador to 
Guyana, Mark Berman, 

ways ENGAGE will 

youth. “These 

a passion for poultry 
farming and has faced 
discouragement in the 
past due to her disability. 

 she said.
L a w r e n c e 

Braithwaite, who already 
owns a small business, 

his operations thanks 
to the loan. “The 

The Minister 
emphasised the 
programme’s goal of 
providing sustainable 
housing solutions for 
those in need. He revealed 
that 120 more homes 
are under construction 
across Region Nine, and 
highlighted additional 
housing initiatives like 
the Lethem Housing 
Support Programme.

Recipients, like 
Grace Melville from 

joy at the improved 
living conditions the new 
homes provide. “It is 
better than before I was 
living and I am happy,” 
said Ms Melville.

 
Ambassador Berman 
said. “They will also 

and develop 

said Minister 
of Human Services 

Vindhya Persaud. “This 

Fitzroy Benjamin 
from Yakarinta, whose 
previous home was 

especially grateful for 
this timely government 

The Ambassador 
emphasised that 
ENGAGE is designed 
to complement the 
Guyanese government’s 

improve the social and 
economic well-being of 
indigenous youth. 

young indigenous 

l i v e l i h o o d 
 he 

concluded.
This project 

investment in the future 
of Guyana’s Amerindian 
communities by 
empowering young 
people to become active 
participants in the 
country’s social and 
economic development.

Minister of 
Tourism, Industry and 
Commerce, Oneidge 
Walrond, said the 
programme aligns with 
the president’s vision 
of an inclusive Guyana. 
“This is an example 

 

support.
This programme is 

part of a larger initiative 
to construct 400 
homes across Guyana’s 
hinterland regions.

The signing of the MOU

Minister Croal and the benecifaries at one of the homes

A family with the keys to their new home

Ministers, Dr Vindhya Persaud and Oneidge Walrond 
handing over a cheque to Lawrence Braithwaite
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INTEREST-FREE LOANS EMPOWERING BUSINESS 
OWNERS WITH DISABILITIES
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President Ali visited 
Blairmont Sugar Estate 
in Region Five to address 
workers’ concerns about 
factory operations 
impacted by the recent 
dry weather. The 
President acknowledged 
the challenges and 

"

President Ali 
admitted. 

President Ali 
emphasised open 
communication and 
pledged to meet with 
all workers. He assured 

President Ali's 
commitment to 

continues with visits 
to both Meadowbank 
Wharf in Georgetown 
and Rosignol Wharf 
in Region Five with 
focus on addressing 
their concerns and 
enhancing their working 
environment.

At Meadowbank 
Wharf, accompanied by 
Minister of Agriculture 

President Ali listened 
attentively to the 
needs of vendors and 

issues included lack of 

them, 

A follow-up meeting 
is planned to address 
harvester pay concerns 

The President 
outlined the 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
commitment to the sugar 
industry. 

he 
announced.  These 
investments aim to 
optimise production 
through mechanisation 
and planting higher-
yield cane varieties.

weather, GuySuco 

running water, wharf 
maintenance, and 
inadequate lighting 
for early morning 
operations.

President Ali 
responded with a 
multi-point plan: 
Rehabilitation of the 
access road to the wharf, 
installation of standpipes 
to provide running water 
and construction of a 
dedicated shed for the 

Emphasising swift 
action, the President 
directed that the wharf 
improvement design 

weeks for a speedy 

maintains its 100,000-
ton sugar production 
target for 2024, with 
an ambitious goal of 
140,000 tons by 2025. 

President Ali 
assured the workers.  

The government's 
commitment is backed 

construction process.
This recent visit 

builds on previous 
commitments. In 

improvements were 
made at Meadowbank 
Wharf, including 
functional washroom 

by a $6 billion allocation 
in the national budget to 
boost sugar production 
and operational 

aligns with the PPP/
C's manifesto pledge 
to revive the industry 
and revitalise local 
communities, following 
its closure under the 
previous administration.

Since 2020, the 
PPP/C government 
has reopened the Rose 
Hall Estate and rehired 
over 4,600 workers, 
bringing total industry 

facilities and new 

the progress: 

employment to over 

combined with ongoing 
investments, aim to 

President Ali's 

beyond Meadowbank. 
At Rosignol Wharf, he 

discuss similar upgrades 
– better lighting, 
storage facilities, 
and washrooms. 
Additionally, a 
nationwide meeting with 

the Ministry of Finance 
to address access to 

The government's 

industry goes further. A 

ensure a brighter future 
for the Guyanese sugar 

industry.

swamp shrimp project 
is underway to diversify 
income for around 300 

support measures like 
duty-free outboard 
engines were reiterated 
by the President.

President Ali's 

the industry. He 
acknowledged broader 
community concerns 
such as mental health 
and substance abuse, and 
pledged collaboration 
with the Ministry of 
Health to provide 
educational sessions and 
support services.

G u y a n a ' s 
agricultural sector is 

with farmers across 
the country attributing 

government policies 
and investments. These 
initiatives are creating 
sustainable livelihoods, 
boosting food security, 
and leading to record 
crop yields.

Althea Giles, a 
farmer and Overseer of 
the Moruca/Providence 

particularly in drainage 
and irrigation. Over 
the past three years, 
these projects have 
empowered farmers 
to better manage the 

plagues the area.

 Giles beams. 

Giles also praises the 
National Agricultural 

Institute (NAREI) for 
their crucial support.  

assistance to farmers 
on various fronts, with 
plans underway to 
establish a nursery in the 
area, facilitating easier 
access to seedlings.

Roger Carryl of 
Stanleytown, West 

the success story 
unfolding in Guyana's 

agricultural sector. 
After the Wales Sugar 
Estate closure, Carryl 
transitioned into cash 
crop farming, a decision 
he enthusiastically 
endorsed.

Carryl 
acknowledged. 

Carryl received 
crucial support in the 
form of a pump, fertiliser, 
seeds, and other 
essential implements to 
enhance his production.  
He enthusiastically 
encourages young 
people to consider 
agriculture, highlighting 
its num

 
Carryl says. 

Berryl Wallace, a 
cash crop farmer from 
Good Hope, Essequibo 
Coast, emphasised the 
vital role agriculture 
plays alongside oil 
resources in propelling 
Guyana's economic 
growth.

Wallace recently 
received a water pump 
and hose to further 
enhance her upcoming 
crop.

The farming 
community in Victoria, 

government initiatives. 
These include enhanced 

access to farmlands, 
improved farm-to-
market roads, drainage 

projects, and the 
provision of breeding 
animals.

farmer from Victoria, has 

increase in production 
among many farmers in 
the area thanks to these 

Since 2020, the 
Guyanese government 

has invested a staggering 
$122 billion in various 
developmental projects 
to propel the agriculture 
sector forward. These 

of the commitments 
outlined in the PPP/
C's 2020 manifesto, 
including reversing land 

increases, revitalising the 
industry, and promoting 

Over the years, 

from a multitude of 
initiatives, including 
improved access to 

climate-smart practices, 
distribution of farming 
inputs and equipment, 
the establishment 
of agro-processing 

access to farmlands 
and breeding bulls, 
and ongoing technical 
assistance.

With continued 
government support and 
dedication from farmers 
like Giles, Carryl, 
Wallace, and Fraser, 
Guyana's agricultural 
sector is poised for even 
greater heights in the 
years to come.
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President Ali inspecting the Rosignol wharf

President Ali engaging worksre of  the Blairmont 
Sugar Estate

Roger Carryl

Berryl Wallace
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SOUTH-CENTRAL RUPUNUNI VILLAGES TO RECEIVE SOUTH-CENTRAL RUPUNUNI VILLAGES TO RECEIVE 

BLACK TANKS, AGRICULTURAL SUPPORTBLACK TANKS, AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT

S o u t h - C e n t r a l 
Rupununi villages in 
Region Nine, Guyana are 
set for a boost, with the 
government announcing 
a package of measures 
aimed at strengthening 
the region.

President Irfaan Ali 
made the announcement 
during a meeting with 
residents of Potarinau 
and neighbouring 
villages.

Households in 
Quiko will receive 25 
black tanks to provide 
a reliable source of 
water for irrigation and 
domestic use during the 
dry season.

The black tanks will 

I n d i g e n o u s 
communities in Guyana 

renaissance under the 
People's Progressive 
Party Civic (PPP/C) 
government. With a 
focus on bridging the 
gap between the coast 
and the hinterland, these 
communities are gaining 
long-awaited access to 
essential services, and 
witnessing a dramatic 
improvement in their 
overall standard of 
living.

Residents are now 
enjoying better roads and 
bridges, new schools and 
healthcare facilities, and 
most importantly, access 
to clean drinking water. 
These advancements 
are empowering 
communities to reach 

bring relief to households 
which face water scarcity 
challenges, President Ali 
said.

He also assured 
residents that ongoing 
works on the water 
distribution system 
in the village will be 
completed within a 
month.

Residents raised 
concerns about their 
cassava crops, which 

cau

their full potential.
Recently, President 

Ali visited several 
areas in Region Nine 
(Upper Takutu-
Upper Essequibo) to 

investments pouring 
into hinterland villages.  
He even announced 
an additional $1 
billion earmarked 
for the Rupununi's 
development.

Toshaos (village chiefs) 

appreciation for the 
tangible improvements 
transforming their 
communities.

Toshao of Karaudarnau 
village, outlined the 
projects unfolding 
in his community, 

President Ali pledged.
The President 

addressed other concerns 
regarding education, 
infrastructure, and 
access to potable water, 
promising that these 
issues would be tackled.

He highlighted 
a range of initiatives 
already undertaken 
by the government to 
empower indigenous 
communities.

In the last three- and- 
a- half years, some $1 
billion has been invested 
in the South-Central 

fueled by funds from 
the government's Low 

said.

Toshao of Potarinau 
village said,  

 

Rupununi, spanning 
education, health and 
other sectors, President 
Ali stated.

Residents now have 
access to more training 
opportunities for 
lucrative careers, while 

improved healthcare.

 the 
President pointed out. 

He also mentioned 
the dialysis grant, which 
provides hemodialysis 
patients with $600,000 

treatment costs.
The government's 

Solar Home Systems 
Project is making 
progress in the region, 
with over 900 units 
distributed so far.

on household 

For Toshao Ambrose 
of Maruranau village, 
the long-awaited 
development is a source 
of immense relief. 

Ambrose 
emphasised. "This 

President Ali 
revealed that over the 
past three years, more 
than 3,768 residents 
from Karaudarnau, 
Shea, Maruranau, 
A w a r e w a u n a u , 
Aishalton, Achiwib and 

President Ali revealed.
The President also 

underscored the impact 
of the Low Carbon 

 he 
said.

from billions of dollars in 
investments, including 
$133 million from the 

The Toshaos 
highlighted that these 
allocations are driving 
large-scale projects 
in transportation, 
agriculture, and 
education, all promoting 
sustainability.

Toshao Issac of 
Kraudar applauded the 
rapid advancements 
the Rupununi is 

PPP/C government's 
leadership. "We want to 
thank the government 
for the tremendous 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
happening in our 
communities under 

Several Toshaos 
(village chiefs) praised 
the government's 
interventions and 
highlighted projects 
in their communities 

including transportation 
i m p r o v e m e n t s , 
investments in ICT, and 
overall infrastructural 
development. These 

to generate revenue, 
create jobs, and promote 
sustainability within the 
villages.

President Ali's 
leadership," Issacs said.

This year's national 

the government's 

unwavering commitment 
to Amerindian 
development, allocating 
a staggering $9 billion 
for this purpose. This 
comprehensive package 
encompasses economic 
projects, the Presidential 
Grants programme, 
support for the National 
Toshaos Council 
conference, and crucial 
land titling initiatives. An 
additional $2.7 billion 
will be injected this year 
from the carbon credits 
programme, providing 
a further boost to these 
communities.

Gregory David

Toshao Fernandez

President Ali during a meeting with residents of Potarinau and neighbouring 
villages

President Ali during a meeting with residents of 
Potarinau and neighbouring villages
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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My travel professional  
was right

905-279-2300  |  travel1111@marlintravel.ca

This is the  
beach I was  
looking for  
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The  government is 
taking a tough stance 
against defaulting 
contractors, announcing 
the establishment of 
special evaluation units 
within government 
ministries.  This move 
comes as part of a wider 

improve road safety and 
protect all users, Minister 
of Public Works, Bishop 
Juan Edghill, outlined a 
series of new regulations 
for truck operators 
following a meeting with 
drivers and police on 
April 6, 2024.

 

Construction of a 
vital infrastructural 
project in Guyana is 
progressing well, with 

Kurupukari to Lethem 
corridor nearing 
completion.

The Ministry of 
Public Works recently 
announced that the 
Pirara Bridge is now 

completed, it will mark 

completion and quality 

projects.
Attorney General 

and Minister of Legal 

Nandlall, S.C., revealed 
the initiative during his 
weekly program "Issues 
in the News".  

Minister Edghill 
emphasised, highlighting 
the importance of rest 
periods for drivers. 

Measures to tackle 
overloaded trucks were 
also announced. “The 

of the entire project's 
conclusion.

This update follows a 
series of site inspections 
conducted by Public 
Works Minister Bishop 
Juan Edghill. The 
inspections also covered 
internal road projects in 
Lethem and St. Ignatius 
within Region Nine.

The Pirara Bridge 
construction, valued 
at $410.2 million, is 
being undertaken by 

"and 

T h e 

 Minister 
Nandlall said.

He emphasised 
the government's 

 the Minister 

Minister Edghill 
further noted that the 
government is procuring 
mobile scales to enforce 
weight restrictions. “We 

commitment to holding 
contractors accountable. 

he added.  

The Attorney 

also taking action.  

Minister Nandlall 

The Minister also 
addressed the safety of 
female drivers. 

he stated. 

 

harassment are urged to 
report the incident and 
license plate number to 

While some truck 
drivers raised concerns 
about challenges at 
sand pits and with 

many also welcomed the 

announced.  This 
unit will provide legal 

to other ministries and 
has the authority to 
take action against non-
compliant contractors, 
including initiating legal 
proceedings.

These new measures 

follow a recent directive 
from President Irfaan 

opportunity to discuss 
reckless driving by their 
colleagues.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Ravindradat Budhram 

Senior Superintendent 
Mahendra Singh 

also addressed the 
truckers, urging them 

Vals Construction and 
adheres to international 
standards. It forms part 
of a larger initiative that 
links 13 bridges along the 
Linden to Mabura road.

This project is 
a key component of 
the government's 
strategy to enhance 
hinterland development 
by improving 
i n t e r c o n n e c t i v i t y . 
Minister Edghill stressed 
the importance of 

with project managers 
and engineers, the 
President emphasiSed 
the importance of on-
time project completion.  
He warned of "strict 
consequences" for 

deadlines and announced 
the formation of an 

independent oversight 
team.

to 

These new guidelines 
aim to foster a culture of 

respect and safety for all 
road users in Guyana.

contractors adhering to 
project timelines and 

inspections.
The Minister 

also emphasised the 
need for contractors 
to manage dust and 

construction. Residents 
in the project areas are 
encouraged to monitor 
progress and report any 
concerns to the Ministry.

GOVT CRACKS DOWN ON UNDERPERFORMING GOVT CRACKS DOWN ON UNDERPERFORMING 

CONTRACTORS WITH NEW MONITORING UNITSCONTRACTORS WITH NEW MONITORING UNITS
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construction site of the Ogle to Eccles Four-Lane 
connector Highway

Ogle to Eccles Four-Lane connector Highway

These new guidelines aim to foster a culture of respect 
and safety for all road users

The meeting with the truck drivers

Minister of Public Works, Bishop Juan Edghill, 
engineering team and contractor inspecting works on 
the Pirara bridge
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Guyanese athletes 
received a hero's 
welcome upon returning 
home after a history-
making performance at 
the 51st Carifta Games. 
Minister of Culture, 
Youth and Sport, Charles 
Ramson Jr., showered 
the team with praise 

investments in their 
future success.

Minister 
Ramson declared during 
a red-carpet ceremony 
at the Cheddi Jagan 
International Airport. 

Minister Ramson 
emphasised the 

The Caribbean 
Premier League (CPL) 
returns on August 28th, 
2024, promising another 
summer of electrifying 
T20 cricket. This year's 
edition, dubbed the 
"Biggest Party in Sport" 
yet again, features a new 
franchise joining the fray 
and the Guyana Amazon 
Warriors determined 
to defend their 2023 
championship title.

Matches will be 

Caribbean nations: 
Barbados, Guyana, St 
Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, 
Trinidad & Tobago, and 
the newcomer, Antigua 
and Barbuda. The 

g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
commitment to 
propelling these athletes 
to even greater heights. 
A key element of this 
strategy is an 

The ministry has 
already established an 
elite training programme 
that will see Olympic 
coaches and medallists 
from the United States 
of America providing 
intensive training to 
athletes, he announced.

The Minister also 
revealed plans to 
secure scholarships for 
athletes and coaches 
at universities abroad, 
further enhancing 
their development. 
Additionally, medal 
winners will receive a 

electrifying atmosphere 
will culminate in a grand 

National Stadium in 
Providence on October 
6th.

All eyes will be on 
the Guyana Amazon 
Warriors, the reigning 
champions. Their 
journey begins with 
an away match against 
the Antigua Falcons on 
August 30th. Fans in 
Guyana will have to wait 
until September 20th 
to see their heroes in 

game against the St. 
Kitts and Nevis Patriots. 
The remainder of their 
home matches include: 

monthly stipend as part 
of the ministry's ongoing 
support programme.

have won a medal 

Minister 

Falcons (September 
21st), Barbados Royals 
(September 25th), St. 
Lucia Kings (September 
28th at 10:00 AM), and 
Trinbago Knight Riders 
(September 29th).

Adding a new 
dimension to the 
competition is a franchise 
in Antigua and Barbuda. 

promises to shake things 
up and keep fans on the 
edge of their seats.

The CPL is more than 

driver for the Caribbean, 
with Guyana being a 

year, the tournament 
generated a staggering 
US$101.6 million 
(GY$20.3 billion) for 
the nation, according to 

The Minister 
highlighted Guyana's 
success in sprinting 

as a testament to 
the government's 
investment in sports 

results.

YouGov Sport.
The biggest impact is 

of cricket fans, media 
personnel, and team 

hotel occupancy rates. In 
2023, Guyana witnessed 
a 131% increase in 
visitor arrivals during 
September compared to 
2022.

The increased foot 

range of businesses. 
Restaurants, bars, 
transportation services, 
and local vendors 

boost in sales during the 
tournament.

The CPL creates 
temporary jobs in 
hospitality, security, 
and vending, providing 
a welcome income boost 
for many Guyanese.

The CPL also 
puts Guyana on the 
global sporting map. 
International media 
coverage showcases 

 he declared.
Minister Ramson 

that Guyana possesses 

talent and that with the 
right support and vision, 
Olympic glory is within 
reach.

he stated.
Guyanese athletes 

left their mark on the 
51st Carifta Games in 
Grenada, achieving 
an impressive haul of 
eight medals, including 

the country's beauty 
and tourism potential, 
attracting potential 
investors and visitors in 
the future.

With the 2024 
season promising 
to be even bigger, 
Guyana can leverage 
the CPL's economic 

four gold, two silver,
and two bronze. This
performance placed
them fourth on the overall

feat considering the
dominance of athletic
powerhouses like
Jamaica, Bahamas, and
Trinidad and Tobago.

Headlining Guyana's
success was Tianna
Springer's gold medal in
the U20 400m, setting a
world under-18 record,
and the team's record-
breaking victory in the

notable performances
included Athaleyha
Hinckson's silver medal
in the U-17 Girls' 1500m
and Kaidon Persaud's
silver in the U-17 Boys'
800m.

impact for long-term
development. By
capitalizing on increased
tourism and investing
in infrastructure, the
country can continue

hosting this popular
cricket tournament for
years to come.  This year,
cricket fans will not only
be treated to a revitalized
tournament but also
witness the Guyana
Amazon Warriors chase
history and defend
their championship
title on home soil. The
electrifying atmosphere
is sure to be even more
potent, leaving a lasting
impression on fans
and further solidifying
Guyana's position as
a premier cricketing
destination.
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Guyana achieved an impressive haul of eight medals

The Guyana Ammazon Warrior are the 2023 CPL 
winnerFixtures for Guyana Amazon Warriors

The Amazon Warriors celebrating winning the 2023 CPL
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