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Publisher of Equality Newspaper 

and Chairman of the Equality Group of 

Companies – Bhaskar Sharma has ex-

pressed his organization’s support to the 

government of Guyana, through Prime 

Minister – Brigadier Ret’d Mark 

Phillips, at this time of Venezuela pre-

senting itself as a “clear and present dan-

ger” to the Cooperative Republic of 

Guyana. 

During a recent meeting with the 

Prime Minister, Mr. Sharma opined that 

there is need for the Guyanese diaspora 

to be alerted to the serious threat facing 

Guyana, with an impending “referen-

dum” to be held by Venezuela on De-

cember 3, with five questions being 

asked of Venezuelan citizens, including 

the very contentious one of the annexa-

tion of Essequibo – about two thirds of 

Guyana’s sovereign territory based on 

the legal 1899 Arbitral Award. 

On Monday, November 6 the ruling 

PPPC government led by President Ali 

and the  

APNU/AFC opposition led by 

Aubrey Norton, along with Khemraj 

Ramjattan, Amanza Walton-Desir, Roys-

dale Forde and others expressed unani-

mous support at a special sitting of the 

National Assembly. Mr. Norton was un-

equivocal about the opposition’s sup-

port, and made it clear to the government 

that “we’ve got your back”!  

But he warned about the need to be 

ever-vigilant with stepped-up campaigns 

regarding keeping the public informed. 

He was adamant that Guyana will not 

cede “one blade of grass” to Venezuela. 

He added that regardless of the outcome 

of the case that is at present with the In-

ternational Court of Justice (ICJ), 

Venezuela will not be deterred, and as 

such Guyana will have to be ever-ready 

in thwarting that bellicose republic’s 

“bullyism” and wanting to annex 

Guyana’s territory. 

The Guyanese diaspora has an im-

portant and patriotic role to play in en-

suring that the above message of 

“Equality News” is taken seriously and 

should be forwarded to all the MPs in 

Canada. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

has joined with the international commu-

nity in expressing support for Guyana. 

This gesture of support should be 

highlighted by all world leaders, includ-

ing the UN, USA, India, China, Brazil, 

CARICOM, the OAS, the EU, the 

United Kingdom and all peace-loving 

countries which are supportive of 

democracy and sovereignty of all nations 

under the international rule of law. 

Being on the ground as a publica-

tion for about five decades, “Equality 

News” remains the only weekly voice 

within the Guyanese-Canadian commu-

nity that can play a role in alerting its 

readership about the happenings at home 

in Guyana and abroad. 

We wish to congratulate President 

Ali and Prime Minister Brigadier Ret’d 

Mark Phillips on their recent bold repre-

sentations at international forums and 

the OAS for their bold leadership stand.  

Their patriotism remains un-

matched!  

God protect and bless Guyana and 

its peoples. Essequibo will always re-

main ours!

WE STAND WITH GUYANA

FRONT PAGE OPINION

Equality expresses the Diaspora’s solidarity with the people of Guyana in border claim by Venezuela

Equality Publisher Bhaskar Sharma with Guyana Prime Minister Mark Phillps in Guyana Parliament on Wednesday
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VISHAL SHARMA  
Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent 

you. When you’re looking for the best possible re-

sult, you need an attorney who knows every detail 

about you and your case. Sharma Law takes the 

time to get to know each and every client, so we’re 

in the best position to represent you and your family 

when it matters most. Backed by proven results and 

experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court, 

Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.   

Personal Injury 
Injuries caused by the negligence 

of others can be physically, emo-

tionally, and financially devastating 

for victims and their families. If 

you’ve been injured, you need a 

personal injury lawyer who knows 

how to fight for the compensation 

you deserve.

Injury Claims 
Motor Vehicle Accident Claims, At-

Fault Accident Claims, Not At-Fault 

Accident Claims, Catastrophic In-

jury Claims, Slip and Falls, Trip 

and Falls, Dog Bites, Long Term 

Disability and Short Term Disabil-

ity.

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU 

We are committed to achieving successful results for every client 

and case. We accomplish this by providing exceptional legal advice 

and strategies based on a thorough understanding of your case and 

your desired outcomes. FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM RE-

VIEW. CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE REVIEWS

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere 
in Ontario.  Video Conference and Office meetings available.  

 24/7 Direct Line 647-972-4440 
sharma@vsharmalaw.ca 

www.vsharmalaw.ca

NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM 



Minimum wage in Ontario is not 

enough for residents to live comfort-

ably in any part of the province, ac-

cording to a new report. 

According to data released by the 

Ontario Living Wage Network 

(OLWN) Monday, those living in 

Toronto and the Greater Toronto Area 

need to make at least $25.05 per hour, 

which is a roughly 8 per cent jump 

from the rate in 2022 at $23.15. Like 

last year, it remains the highest hourly 

living wage in Ontario. 

A 'living wage' is the before-tax 

income an adult would need to make to 

cover expenses, the network said. It 

said its calculations look at the ex-

penses for three types of households: 

single adult, single parent with a 7-

year-old child and families of four, 

with children aged 7 and 3. 

In order to calculate the living 

wages, OLWN says it factored costs 

like food, rent, transportation, clothing 

and footwear, medical expenses, child-

care, adult education, internet and cell 

phone costs, and other expenses like 

recreation and personal care. It also in-

cludes any applicable government 

taxes, transfers, and benefits. 

“A living wage is an effective tool 

to combat working poverty by making 

sure that employees can make ends 

meet where they live,” OLWN said in 

its report, adding it also considers ex-

penses related “to more than just sur-

viving” like a modest vacation and 

opportunities for residents to engage 

with their local communities. 

While the GTA boasts the highest 

living wage rate, Ottawa saw the 

largest increase year-over-year, with a 

12 per cent jump, going up by $2.35 

per hour to $21.95 in 2023. 

These are the living wages across 

Ontario, derived from Statistic 

Canada’s geographic concept of “eco-

nomic regions”: 

$25.05/hr in the Greater Toronto 

Area 

$22.75/hr in the Grey Bruce Perth 

Huron Simcoe region 

$21.95/hr in Ottawa 

$20.90/hr in Dufferin Guelph 

Wellington Waterloo region 

$20.80/hr in Hamilton 

McMaster University and Hamil-

ton Health Sciences (HHS) are review-

ing a social media comment made by 

cardiologist Dr. Eva Lonn after she 

wrote about pro-Palestinian demonstra-

tors, "deport them all to where they 

came from."  

Lonn, a prominent medical director 

and professor of medicine at McMaster, 

made the comment on LinkedIn in re-

sponse to a New York Post article about 

a peaceful protest that shutdown the 

Brooklyn bridge in late October.  

A screenshot of Lonn's comment 

was shared widely on social media last 

week, sparking outrage. An online peti-

tion demanding McMaster address 

Lonn's comment had more than 6,000 

signatures as of Monday. 

Lonn has since apologized and de-

activated her social media accounts. 

"I am deeply sorry for the pain my 

recent comments on social media have 

caused and wholeheartedly apologize," 

she posted on X, formerly known as 

Twitter, late last week.  

"My comment … was made in the 

heat of the moment and without ade-

quate consideration of the broader im-

plications."  

Lonn said she'd been visiting fam-

ily in Israel when Hamas militants at-

tacked on Oct. 7 and she "returned to 

Canada deeply traumatized."  

She said Monday she has deacti-

vated her social media accounts because 

of the "barrage" of posts and emails after 

her apology, most of which were "very 

insulting" and some threatening her and 

her family with physical violence.  

McMaster University said in a 

statement her comment doesn't align 

with its values and is being reviewed. It 

did not provide more specific details cit-

ing privacy concerns. HHS, which runs 

the three hospitals Lonn has privileges 

at, said it is also looking into the inci-

dent.  

National Council of Canadian 

Muslims spokesperson Uthman Quick 

said it was "extremely problematic" for 

a doctor who holds a position of author-

ity and cares for others to make that re-

mark.  

"Many people in our community 

were really upset — it's completely un-

acceptable and plays into a dangerous 

idea that there's something inherently 

wrong with supporting Palestinian rights 

or calling for a ceasefire," he said. 

"If this person is your teacher or 

doctor, how are you supposed to feel 

that they think you don't belong here?" 
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On TikTok: Raul’s Jewellery (Number 

1 for Guyana Jewellery on TikTok  

Mocha, East Bank Demerara 

Phone number/WhatsApp:  

+592-644-0543

Cardiologist under fire for calling for 
deportation of pro-Palestine protestors

Dr. Eva Lonn is a prominent cardiologist 

Minimum wage needs to be at least $20 in Ontario: study
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

t straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

nne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

go to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

rom the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

The Essequibo Dispute
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After years of posturing and rheto-
ric, Venezuela is taking the first tangi-
ble step towards claiming a large chunk 
of Guyana as its own territory. 

And this is concerning, especially 
in light of world events where other 
countries are forcibly taking land that 
they claim is theirs. We’ve seen the 
bloody results in the Ukraine and Gaza, 
and we’ve also seen how powerless the 
world seems to stop such intrusion. 

The Venezuelan Boundary Dispute 
officially began in 1841, when the 
Venezuelan Government protested al-
leged British encroachment on 
Venezuelan territory. In 1814, Great 
Britain had acquired British Guiana 
(now Guyana) by treaty with the 
Netherlands. Because the treaty did not 
define a western boundary, the British 
commissioned Robert Schomburgk, a 
surveyor and naturalist, to delineate 
that boundary. His 1835 survey re-
sulted in what came to be known as the 
Schomburgk Line, a boundary that ef-
fectively claimed an additional 30,000 
square miles for Guiana. 

In 1841 Venezuela disputed the 
British delineation, claiming territorial 
delineations established at the time of 
their independence from Spain. 
Venezuela claimed its borders extended 
as far east as the Essequibo River—an 
effective claim on two-thirds of British 
Guiana’s territory. When gold was dis-

covered in the disputed territory, Great 
Britain sought to further extend its 
reach, claiming an additional 33,000 
square miles west of the Schomburgk 
Line, an area where gold had been dis-
covered. In 1876 Venezuela protested 
and appealed to the United States for 
assistance, citing the Monroe Doctrine 
as justification for U.S. involvement. 
For the next 19 years Venezuela repeat-
edly petitioned for U.S. assistance, 
calling on its neighbor to the north to 
intervene by either sponsoring arbitra-
tion or intervening with force. The 
United States responded by expressing 
concern, but did little to facilitate a res-
olution. 

The British Government rebuked 
the US half-hearted involvement in the 
dispute, saying that the Monroe Doc-
trine had no validity as international 
law.  

in December 1895,US 
President Grover Cleveland asked Con-
gress for authorization to appoint a 
boundary commission, proposing that 
the commission’s findings be enforced 
“by every means.”  

The British government reluc-
tantly agreed to allow the Border Com-
mission to arbitrate the dispute, while 
Venezuela welcomed it. And when the 
commission finally rendered a decision 
on October 3, 1899, it directed that the 
border follow the Schomburgk Line. 

That decision stands to date, and 
while Venezuela has been protesting 
ever since, it only recently re-started its 
claim on the territory … because, you 
guessed it, the majority of the oil found 
in Guyana lies within the disputed Es-
sequibo basin. 

This means billions of dollars are 
at stake, and while Guyana is demand-
ing that the 1899 decision be honoured, 
as both parties agreed to it then, 
Venezuela has amped up the action. 

The Maduro Government in Cara-
cas announced recently that Venezue-
lans will vote on December 3 in a 
referendum on "the rights" over the Es-
sequibo region. 

Guyana says that move is illegal, 
as the matter is before the International 
Court of Justice in the Hague, which 
said it will hear the matter next week 
(November 14). 

Venezuela says it will act on the 
results of the referendum and not on 
the ICJ’s decision, and if the people 
vote that the territory belongs to 
Venezuela, it will move to reclaim the 
land. What that move will entail is un-
known, and could involve military 
force. 

The Ali government has said that 
its position that the area under dispute 
belongs to Guyana is non-negotiable 
and unequivocal, as it’s a fundamental 
right that all nations must respect.  

“The time for negotiation is over. 
There will be no need for dialogue with 
Nicholas Maduro. There will be no 
meeting…between Maduro and Presi-
dent Dr Irfaan Ali. Essequibo is no bird 
island, no concessions through bilat-
eral. No to invasion, annexation, and 
other acts of aggression,” Guyanese 
Prime Minister Mark Phillips stated on 
Monday. “Let the ICJ rule. Let the ICJ 
be the judge and deliver a final judg-
ment on this controversy. Essequibo 
belongs to Guyana and Guyanese only. 
Together, we will secure the triumph of 
justice and preserve our nation’s sover-
eignty.” 

The big question now, of course, 
is how will the world react if Venezuela 
acts on its claim. 

Many believe that the US Govern-
ment will not stand idly by and allow it 
to happen, because the majority of oil 
interests in the disputed region are 
American. But there is no certainty of 
their involvement, given their original 
position. 

Again, watching precedents un-
fold elsewhere in the world has us very 
concerned about what will happen in 
Guyana after December 3.  

It does appear that the dogs of war 
are sniffing the Caribbean air. Let’s all 
hope it doesn’t come to that. 

Dear Editor, 

Prime Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d) 

Mark Phillips is known for making 

eloquent speeches and he did so on 

Wednesday, November 1, 2023, when 

he addressed the Organization of 

American States (OAS), during an Ex-

traordinary Special Session of the Per-

manent Council. 

The meeting was convened at the 

request of the Government of Guyana 

to provide an update on the recent de-

velopments on the border controversy 

with Venezuela, which remains an en-

during threat to Guyana. 

In his address to members of the 

OAS, Prime Minister Phillips bril-

liantly highlighted the fact than 

Guyana is a peaceful nation that re-

spects the rule of law and that 

Venezuela’s claim to the Essequibo 

Region poses a direct threat to 

Guyana’s sovereignty and territorial 

integrity. 

PM Phillips did not mince words 

when he told the OAS that Venezuela 

is currently building an airstrip on its 

border in a zone near to the Essequibo 

region, where it has significantly in-

creased its military troops and military 

equipment. 

He highlighted that while no ex-

planation about the airstrip has been 

provided to the Government of 

Guyana, the intention of Venezuela is 

to increase its threats to use force to 

drive fear among the Guyanese popu-

lation, as well as to undermine and 

breach international law. 

Phillips, a former Chief of Staff 

of the Guyana Defense Force (GDF), 

who has in-depth knowledge of secu-

rity related issues, has voiced 

Guyana’s concerns about the planned 

referendum on December 3 with five 

questions that seek the Venezuelan 

people’s approval to unilaterally annex 

Guyana’s territory, instead of comply-

ing with its international obligations to 

respect and accept the ruling of the In-

ternational Court of Justice (ICJ). 

Brigadier Phillips further in-

formed the OAS that after nearly 11 

billion barrels oil resources have been 

discovered in the Essequibo region, 

Venezuela intensified its campaign of 

intimidation and threats to use force to 

annex Essequibo and discredit the 

1899 Arbitral Award. 

The Prime Minister affirmed that 

following the 1899 Arbitral Award, a 

mixed Venezuelan-British Boundary 

Commission established a map on Jan-

uary 7, 1905 to demarcate the bound-

ary between the two countries. 

Venezuela agreed with the bound-

ary map, which at the request of Gen-

eral Juan Vincente Gomez, then Presi-

dent of Venezuela, was reissued in 

1911 and 1917, and signed by F. Ali-

cantara, the Venezuelan Minister of In-

ternal Affairs. 

PM Phillips’ address to the OAS 

was excellent, his knowledge of the 

issue was superb, and his explanation 

was so convincing and superlative that 

it grabbed the attention of all the atten-

dees, especially the Secretary General, 

Mr. Luis Almagro of the OAS, the US 

and EU ambassadors to the OAS, who 

explicitly and emphatically con-

demned Venezuela’s illegal actions for 

escalating tensions in the region 

known for its peace and tranquility. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Asquith Rose

PM Phillips’s address on the border controversy was powerful
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ACKNOWLEDGING the signifi-

cant impact of aviation on Guyana’s eco-

nomic development and the need to 

ensure secure transportation of people 

and goods domestically, the People’s 

Progressive Party/Civic Government has 

invested $3.6 billion in the aviation in-

dustry in the past two years. 

Minister of Public Works, Bishop 

Juan Edghill, in recognition of Interna-

tional Day of the Air Traffic Controller, 

acknowledged the relentless efforts of 

these individuals in ensuring safe and ef-

ficient air travel. 

He said that air traffic controllers 

worldwide, including those in Guyana, 

have a pivotal role in maintaining the 

safety of air transportation. 

Against this historical context, the 

International Federation of Air Traffic 

Controllers Associations (IFATCA) was 

established 61 years ago and has since 

expanded to include 133 member asso-

ciations, which together represent over 

50,000 air traffic controllers worldwide. 

The Minister said that the PPP/C 

government understands the importance 

of aviation for the economic develop-

ment of the country and the importance 

of moving people and goods in a safe 

and secure aviation apparatus. 

“…. more than $3.6 Billion dollars 

have been injected to the aviation sector 

in the past two years, with $1.6 billion 

being spent in 2023 on the rehabilitation 

and maintenance of hinterland airstrips 

at Eteringbang, Karisparu, Paruima, Im-

baimadai, Matthews Ridge and Ekereku 

Bottom, to make the infrastructure safer 

for aviation operations,” the Minister 

said. 

He pointed out that Guyana contin-

ues to witness a steady increase in air-

craft movement within its airspace and 

new additions of airlines to the 

Guyanese market, the most recent being 

British Airways, Fly Always and Canada 

Jetlines. 

This growth, he said, requires addi-

tional air traffic controllers to manage 

the country’s airspace effectively and ef-

ficiently. Thus, the Civil Aviation Train-

ing School (CATS) has been given the 

resources to support the training pro-

grammes. 

This year alone, 40 persons have 

benefited from training in various areas 

of air traffic management. 

Minister Edghill said to further en-

hance aircraft navigation, the govern-

ment introduced an upgraded Instrument 

Landing System (ILS) and the Auto-

matic Dependent Surveillance Broadcast 

(ADS-B) System, which aim to improve 

operational efficiency and strengthen the 

air traffic control system’s safety. 

Minister Edghill lauds the efforts of 

air traffic controllers, stating, “Today, I 

celebrate the individual Air Traffic Con-

troller who strives each minute to give 

the utmost in service to the flying public, 

to bring them safely to their destination.” 

Every day, air traffic controllers in 

Guyana handle an average of 140 land-

ings at the Eugene F. Correia Interna-

tional Airport, 18 offshore flights, 12 

landings at the Cheddi Jagan Interna-

tional Airport, and 45 aircraft overflying 

Guyana’s airspace. Notably, from Janu-

ary to September this year, the interna-

tional passenger movement at the 

Cheddi Jagan International Airport has 

witnessed a remarkable 13 per cent in-

crease compared to the same period last 

year, reaching 545,052 passengers. 

These statistics, the minister said, 

reflect the dedication and hard work of 

Guyana’s air traffic controllers.

Guyana government invests over 
$3.6 billion on aviation safety

Public Works Minister Juan Edghill superimposed on a bird’s eye view of Cheddi Jagan Int’l Airport

Guyana a top investment destination
Guyana has seen 40 per cent economic growth over 

the past three years, and is projected to grow by more than 

20 per cent over the next four years, according to the senior 

government official. 

“Taken together, those developments imply that the 

Guyanese economy would have and will be growing by an 

average of more than 30 per cent annually, over seven 

years,” Minister Singh pointed out. 

He said these projections are based on current proven 

oil reserves and current Floating Production Storage and 

Offloading (FPSO) vessels that are in production. 

Minister Singh reiterated that the government led by 

President, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali is committed to advanc-

ing the country’s economic landscape, even in its non-oil 

sectors. 

“As a government, we are firmly committed to ensur-

ing that we maintain, that we build a highly competitive 

non-oil economy because we’re entering oil production at a 

time when everybody who has entered oil production had a 

finite horizon because their resource was finite.” 

He noted that the developments have brought many of 

the large top-tier oil and gas companies into the country 

such as Baker Hughes and Schlumberger. 

“A number of those companies have said to us that 

they anticipate their Guyana operations becoming the hub 

for their regional operations, given the production trajectory 

and the anticipated scale of their own operations in the 

country,” Minister Singh added.

Minister Singh interacting with attendees
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Dear Editor, 

Where will Guyana draw the line 

between treasonous expression and free 

expression? This question is of greater 

import for Guyanese now as Venezuela 

has become alarmingly aggressive in 

pursuit of its border claim against us. 

In terms of abstract doctrine, Title 

20, Article 318 of our laws say treason 

condemns anyone who owes allegiance 

to the State who, whether in Guyana or 

elsewhere, who adheres to Guyana’s 

enemies by giving them aid or comfort 

shall be guilty and liable to suffer death 

by hanging. 

In my opinion, the harshness of 

the penalty works against the intent of 

the law as only the harshest of persons 

would wish to see someone put to 

death for talking without thinking of 

the consequences, or worse as in the 

case of the ‘influencers’, unable to 

comprehend the gravamen of their 

words and actions. 

Trade Unionist Lincoln Lewis 

wrote “Parliament meeting to discuss 

Venezuela’s saber rattling must also 

discuss the idea floated by Bharrat 

Jagdeo to give Venezuela passage to 

the Atlantic, via Guyana’s territory that 

country is coveting.” 

This is Lewis’ xenophobic (under-

standably) interpretation of what 

Jagdeo said; what was being shared did 

not originate with Jagdeo but has been 

a bone of contention long before 

Jagdeo was born. The overlapping Eco-

nomic Exclusive Zones of Guyana, 

Trinidad, and Barbados, effectively left 

Venezuela without a right to a sea lane 

to the Atlantic. 

In 1990, Trinidad signed a treaty, a 

delimitation of marine and submarine 

areas, which some experts say has im-

plications for Guyana and Barbados. 

There have been numerous meetings 

between Guyana and Venezuela on the 

Geneva Agreement, at these talks much 

had been made of Venezuela’s ‘land-

locked’ status. When Jagdeo said ‘we’ 

in the context of border discussions, 

Jagdeo was referring to Guyana and to 

negotiations that occurred when he was 

in primary school; all of these discus-

sions are part of the records held in the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs as these 

talks were conducted by our diplomats. 

As President, in 2004, Jagdeo in-

voked the UNCLOS mechanism and 

took Suriname to the United Nations 

Tribunal of the Law of the Sea which 

led to our current maritime boundaries 

being settled in our favour at the Arbi-

tral Tribunal in Hamburg, in 2007. 

My main issue with Lincoln 

Lewis is his timing and motivation; he 

is using the current tension along the 

border to take a jab at Jagdeo and, I 

would ask what would be the outcome 

if we all behave with such selfishness 

at a time of national crisis? 

Should I try to score points against 

Burnham for signing the Geneva 

Agreement? Was it not Burnham’s 

greed for power at any cost that made 

him sign us into this quagmire? Why 

would Burnham have acknowledged a 

border dispute that was settled before 

he was born? And, I can point to the 

turning point in the relations between 

the two countries when David Granger 

called Venezuela “a monkey on our 

backs.” That idiom was not well re-

ceived by the nation that was our 

largest aid partner at the time (Petro-

Caribe). 

When Granger decided on the ICJ 

route, he received full public support 

from the PPP/C and all right-thinking 

Guyanese; no one chose to play petty 

politics. Lincoln Lewis has cost thou-

sands of Guyanese jobs with his bluff 

and bluster. Rusal, who Lewis said 

could not live without our ‘black gold’ 

variety of Bauxite pulled out of the 

country because of Lewis; 800 jobs 

gone, Troy Resources, 375 jobs, Alcoa 

3000+ jobs. The only people he never 

had a problem with were Omai, who 

gifted him a car. 

Editor, we cannot make the words 

and actions of the less thoughtful or ca-

pable treasonous, we must however 

seek a balance that curtails the amount 

of comfort they give to the enemies of 

our nation. I have not given examples 

from the ‘influencers’ who have moved 

from being panty models to making 

pronouncements on matters of state be-

cause they are beneath our dignity, ig-

norance from the ignorant. I hope 

someone can share this simple message 

with them, “Now is not the time to try 

to score petty points and give even the 

slightest bit of joy to our country’s ene-

mies.” Failure to comprehend may one 

day force even the most liberal of us to 

rethink what can/should be allowed as 

‘free speech. 

 

Sincerely, 

Robin Singh

Guyana must draw line between 
treasonous expression and freedom

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor, 
 
VENEZUELA is brewing a storm in a 

tea cup while Guyana briefs the interna-
tional community about the actions taken by 
Nicolas Maduro, President of Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela. 

The brazen, bold and bullish behaviour 
of a barefaced braggart, behooves diplo-
macy’s last bastion of public bureaucracy. 

Reports of increased Venezuelan mili-
tary activities close to Guyana’s borders has 
raised eyebrows and is viewed as having 
“the potential to incite violence and to 
threaten the peace of Guyana and by exten-
sion the Caribbean Region.” 

Essequibo, known as the “Cinderella 
County,” is home to some 290,000 people 
stretching across 700 villages and commu-
nities, making a living involved in mainly 
agriculture industries and mining for gold 
and other precious minerals. 

The rich Rupununi Savannahs unfolds 
its virgin plains and fishes of various 
species, including the largest sweet water 
fish, the Arapaima. The prestigious rain-
forests are pristine for their carbon credits 
and lumber values. Guyana’s hinterland is 
the scenery of towering mountains unfold-
ing her majesty to boast the likes of Mount 
Roraima. 

Kaieteur Falls bedazzles visitors as the 
world’s largest single-drop waterfall. Domi-
ciling in the interior are the indigenous peo-
ple, Guyana’s first born original inhabitants 
of this land of many waters. 

The response from the Venezuela’s 
representative as “curbing illegal mining,” 
with their equipment movement, is an af-
front for their military exercises at Etering-
bang, Region Seven (Cuyuni-Mazaruni), 
and should be taken with a grain of salt and 
perceived as premeditated maneuvering 
with the ultimate intention to claim untitled 
land belonging to Guyana. 

Guyana remains steadfast to the valid-
ity of the Arbitral Award of 1899. Venezuela 
pursues a claim of void and refuses to recog-
nise that the ICJ has jurisdiction to hear this 
case. 

Guyana’s massive oil finds and selling 
of the recent oil blocks found in sovereign 
territory, only inflamed an already infuriated 
Venezuela to instigate a communique 
protesting the sales which threaten Guyana 
as an independent nation. 

Venezuela’s National Electoral Coun-
cil has further undermined the security of 
Guyana, threatening peace and inciting vio-
lence with a planned National Consultative 
Referendum, slated for December 3, 2023. 
It purports to seek the permission of the peo-
ple to simply “annexed” Essequibo by cre-
ation of a state comprising the Cinderella 
County. 

In October 1966, the Venezuelan army 
seized the Eastern half of Ankoko Island sit-
uated at the confluence of the Cuyuni and 
Wenamu Rivers, which forms part of the 
boundary between Guyana and Venezuela. 

A couple of days prior to Guyana becoming 
a Republic State on February 23, 1970, 
Venezuelan soldiers on Ankoko opened fire 
with guns and mortars on the Guyanese mil-
itary outpost at Eteringbang. 

The firing continued intermittently 
throughout the next day, but there were no 
reports of injuries even though buildings 
were damaged. Despite these military ag-
gressions, Guyana has remained calm and 
sought diplomatic channels to resolve her 
border issue. 

Harry Innis Perkins and Charles 
Wilgress Anderson of Great Britain and 
Abraham Tirado and Elias Zoro of 
Venezuela made up the Mixed Venezuelan-
British Boundary Commissioners. The 
Commission drew a line passing through the 
island and dividing it from north to south in 
roughly equal parts. 

The eastern part of about three-square 
miles falling on the British Guiana (Guyana) 
side of the boundary and the western part 
falling on the Venezuelan side. A boundary 
map showing these details was signed on 
January 7, 1905 by the Boundary Commis-
sioners. The 1905 map was reissued in 
1911and 1917 and published under the au-
thority of General Gomez, then President of 
Venezuela, and signed by F. Alicantara, the 
Venezuelan Minister of Internal Affairs. 

Despite the border dispute, both na-
tions have co-operated on trade, health and 
other sectors. For example, the Guyanese 
government had signed a rice compensation 
agreement with Venezuela in 2009 wherein 
Guyanese rice exports were accepted in par-
tial payment for imports of Venezuelan oil. 
During the days of dictatorship under the 
Kabaka, many Guyanese sought refuge for 
greener pastures in foreign countries, in-
cluding in the land of Venezuela. There was 
also brisk trading for foreign banned food 
stuff and other items. 

Now we are attesting to the vice versa 
situation as Maduro bankrupts a once pros-
perous nation, leaving the food shelves 
empty in the supermarkets, disrupting the 
peaceful lives of people and impoverishing 
the nation as he rules by controlling the mil-
itary forces. The US has frozen Venezuelan 
assets in the US and there is an oil embargo. 

Millions of Venezuelans have been 
forced to flee their homeland. Refugees are 
arriving by the hundreds in Guyana, home 
to over 30,000 Venezuelans, seeking food, 
cloth and housing as they scramble for work 
in order to maintain their families, forced to 
live together under one roof, bundled by the 
dozens. Most Guyanese have left Venezuela 
and have already returned home since 
Maduro became President. 

Guyana remains a peaceful nation but 
like Dave Martin said, Guyanese “ain’t giv-
ing up no mountains, no tree, no river that 
belongs to we, not one blue saki, not one 
rice grain, not one kuras, not a blade of 
grass.” 

Yours respectfully, 
Jai Lall.

Guyana a peaceful nation



The Commonwealth is an associa-

tion of 56 independent and equal sover-

eign states, with a combined population 

is 2.5 billion, of which more than 60 per 

cent is aged 29 or under. 

In a statement released on Wednes-

day Commonwealth Secretary-General, 

Patricia Scotland expressed deep con-

cern at the 21 September decision of the 

Venezuelan National Assembly to un-

dertake a referendum on the status of the 

Essequibo region, part of the sovereign 

territory of Government of the Cooper-

ative Republic of Guyana, set for 3 De-

cember. 

Speaking on the escalation the Sec-

retary-General said, “The Common-

wealth stands with the Government and 

people of Guyana and with our partners 

in CARICOM in expressing our con-

cern over the questions in the planned 

referendum. “And the Commonwealth 

continues to stand for the rule of law 

and, “reaffirms its firm and steadfast 

support for the maintenance and preser-

vation of the sovereign and territorial in-

tegrity of Guyana, and the unobstructed 

exercise of its rights to develop the en-

tirety of its territory for the benefit of its 

people”. 

According to the Commonwealth, 

the five questions approved by the Na-

tional Electoral Council to be included 

in the referendum undermine Guyana’s 

territorial integrity and sovereignty and 

their intent is contrary to international 

law. “Question 5 proposes the creation 

of Venezuelan state of Guyana Esse-

quibo and an accelerated plan for giving 

Venezuelan citizenship and identity 

cards to the Guyanese population. Inter-

national law prohibits the seizure and 

annexation by one country of the terri-

tory of another. The language in these 

questions contributes to heightened ten-

sion and is a threat to peace and stability 

in a member state of our Common-

wealth Family and indeed in the wider 

Caribbean region,” the Commonwealth 

Secretary General. 

She noted that at the last meeting 

of the Commonwealth Ministerial 

Group on Guyana, held on 17 Septem-

ber 2023, the Group, “Reaffirmed its 

unwavering support for the judicial 

process underway before the Interna-

tional Court of Justice, chosen by the 

Secretary General of the United Nations 

under the 1966 Geneva Agreement, and 

the Group continues to encourage 

Venezuela to participate in the said 

process.” The International Court of 

Justice (ICJ) determined in April of this 

year that it had legal jurisdiction over 

this longstanding issue and the Com-

monwealth says it supports the use of 

the ICJ to adjudicate on the matter. The 

referendum, to be held one month be-

fore Presidential elections in Venezuela, 

goes against the spirit of peaceful dis-

pute resolution. 

The Commonwealth Ministerial 

Group on Guyana constituted in 1999 

by the Heads of Government of the 56-

Member countries, is composed of An-

tigua and Barbuda, Bangladesh, 

Canada, Guyana, Jamaica, South Africa, 

and the United Kingdom. At the Meet-

ing, chaired by Hon Dr A. K. Abdul 

Momen, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 

Bangladesh, the Group welcomed the 

ruling by the International Court of Jus-

tice on the admissibility of Guyana’s 

case before it, seeking to settle the 

boundaries between Guyana and 

Venezuela. 

Meanwhile, in response to 

Venezuela’s sinister plan to seize 

Guyanese territory, the Government of 

Guyana on Tuesday wrote the Interna-

tional Court of Justice (ICJ) requesting 

provisional measures to protect it. In its 

request, the government sought an order 

preventing Venezuela from taking any 

action to seize, acquire or encroach 

upon, or assert or exercise sovereignty 

over, the Essequibo Region or any other 

part of Guyana’s national territory, 

pending the Court’s final determination 

of the validity of the Arbitral Award that 

established the land boundary between 

the two States, as the final and binding 

nature of that boundary. 

The government in a statement said 

Guyana has no doubt of the validity of 

that Arbitral Award and the land bound-

ary, which Venezuela accepted and 

recognised as the international boundary 

for more than 60 years. “Given the ur-

gency of the matter, Guyana has asked 

the ICJ to schedule oral hearings on its 

Request at the earliest possible date in 

advance of December 3, 2023, the date 

Venezuela has fixed for its “sham refer-

endum”. 

Guyana insists, as does CARI-

COM, the Secretaries-General of the 

United Nations and Organization of 

American States, and the entire interna-

tional community, that the controversy 

over the validity of the Arbitral Award 

and the land boundary must be resolved 

by the ICJ which will assure a just, 

peaceful, binding and permanent solu-

tion to this matter, in accordance with 

international law. 

In fact, the Government noted fur-

ther that the Court itself has determined, 

in two separate Orders, that it has the 

exclusive jurisdiction to resolve this 

matter, and that it will do so. 

“Twice Venezuela has formally ob-

jected to the Court’s jurisdiction, and 

both times the Court overwhelmingly 

rejected Venezuela’s objections. In the 

interim, pending the oral hearing on its 

request and the issuance of the Court’s 

Order, Guyana urges CARICOM and 

the international community to continue 

reminding Venezuela of its obligations 

under international law, including its ob-

ligation to accept the ICJ’s jurisdiction, 

plead its case to the Court, and comply 

with the Court’s rulings and Judg-

ments,” the statement said. 

The Government of Guyana had 

previously issued a statement denounc-

ing the aggressive new measures taken 

by Venezuela in furtherance of its terri-

torial claim to Guyana’s Essequibo Re-

gion. These new measures included a 

purported national referendum to ratify 

the Venezuelan government’s apparent 

decision to withdraw from the present 

judicial proceedings in the ICJ, and pro-

ceed unilaterally to incorporate the Es-

sequibo Region into its own national 

territory as an integral part of 

Venezuela. 

Guyana properly characterized this 

naked threat of territorial aggression as: 

“nothing less than the annexation of 

Guyana’s territory, in blatant violation 

of the most fundamental rules of the UN 

Charter, the OAS Charter and general 

international law.” Guyana’s statement 

added that: “Such a seizure of Guyana’s 

territory would constitute the interna-

tional crime of aggression. Following 

Guyana’s statement, CARICOM issued 

a strongly worded denunciation of 

Venezuela’s measures, fully supporting 

the sovereignty and territorial integrity 

of Guyana. 
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Commonwealth issues statement on border 
dispute: ‘We stand with the people of Guyana’

Commonwealth Secretary-General, Patricia Scotland



In a bid to address the longstanding 

border controversy between Guyana and 

Venezuela, the European Union (EU) 

has taken a significant stance, insisting 

that the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) should be the paramount venue for 

resolving this matter. 

This pivotal declaration came from 

the EU’s Ambassador to Guyana, René 

van Nes, during a press conference held 

Friday morning. With an air of diplo-

macy and unwavering commitment to 

international law, Ambassador van Nes 

stressed that the EU firmly believes in 

the efficacy of international law and 

multilateral institutions when it comes to 

addressing complex international dis-

putes. 

“The position of the EU here is that 

we strongly feel that international law 

and multilateral institutions are the ap-

propriate framework for addressing in-

ternational disputes,” he asserted, 

emphasizing the importance of a coop-

erative, global approach. 

This perspective, as Van Nes 

pointed out, is not isolated but resonates 

with numerous international partners 

who also advocate for the peaceful res-

olution of such conflicts. In a nod to the 

power of international collaboration, 

Van Nes reiterated the EU’s support for 

the ICJ as the designated mechanism to 

handle this intricate border issue. “We 

very clearly refer to the (ICJ) as the 

agreed mechanism to deal with this sit-

uation, and we call on all parties to avoid 

anything that will escalate the situation,” 

he emphasised, underscoring the signif-

icance of adherence to internationally-

recognised means of dispute resolution. 

While the Ambassador refrained 

from commenting on Venezuela’s up-

coming December 3 referendum, which 

seeks public support for a possible an-

nexation of Guyana’s Essequibo region, 

he reinforced the critical message that 

parties must adhere to an internationally-

supported mechanism for settling the 

controversy. It was stated too that the 

peaceful resolution of this complex issue 

remains a shared goal of the European 

Union and its international allies, em-

phasizing the significance of diplomacy 

and cooperation on the global stage. 

The long-standing border contro-

versy between Guyana and Venezuela 

revolves around Venezuela’s claim to a 

significant portion of Guyana, which in-

cludes the entire Essequibo region and 

its offshore exclusive economic zone.  

Guyana initiated proceedings against 

Venezuela on March 29, 2018, request-

ing 

the 

court to “confirm the legal validity and 

binding effect of the award regarding the 

boundary between the Colony of British 

Guiana and the United States of 

Venezuela, dated October 3, 1899.”On 

November 14, the ICJ will hear 

Guyana’s recent request for provisional 

measures aimed at thwarting 

Venezuela’s controversial plan to claim 

Guyanese territory, Essequibo. 
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EU calls for peaceful resolution to 
Guyana-Venezuela controversy

EU Ambassador Rene Van Nes

US  Senate Majority Leader 

Chuck Schumer, Sen. Elizabeth Warren 

and nearly two dozen other Democrats 

are demanding federal regulators probe 

the mega takeovers inked last month by 

ExxonMobil and Chevron. 

In a letter on Wednesday to the 

Federal Trade Commission, the law-

makers warned the blockbuster Big Oil 

deals are likely to harm competition, 

risk raising consumer prices, limit US 

production, hurt smaller firms and sup-

press wages. 

Exxon, already America’s biggest 

oil company, reached a deal in October 

to buy rival Pioneer Natural Resources 

for $60 billion. Days later, Chevron, 

the No. 2 US oil company, revealed 

plans to purchase Hess for $53 billion. 

Schumer, Warren, Sens. Bernie 

Sanders, Amy Klobuchar and others 

urged the FTC to “closely review” the 

deals for possible anticompetitive harm 

and block the transactions if necessary. 

In the letter, the Senate Democrats 

argue past mergers that helped create 

Exxon and Chevron “enabled anticom-

petitive coordination” that hurt con-

sumers by limiting supply of oil. “The 

oil-and-gas industry is still dominated 

by a handful of corporate giants, led by 

the top-two players Exxon and 

Chevron. Any further consolidation 

could harm American consumers,” the 

lawmakers wrote. 

The Senate Democrats note that 

Pioneer owns more drilling acreage 

than any other Permian producer and 

Exxon is also a top producer there. The 

combined company could pump 1.2 

million barrels per day, which is more 

than twice the closest rival. “This deal 

would enable the new Exxon to domi-

nate the Permian – the most prolific 

oil-and-gas field in the world and 

America’s most important,” the letter 

said. “If anything,” the lawmakers said, 

the FTC should be investigating the 

past mergers that created Exxon and 

Chevron to determine if the companies 

“should be broken up once again.” The 

Democrats also expressed alarm at 

Exxon and Chevron “doubling down” 

on fossil fuels at a time when many 

Americans support efforts to clean up 

the environment. 

“By taking actions to promote 

competition, the FTC would also pre-

vent the fossil-fuel industry from fur-

ther subverting our democratic 

processes,” the Democrats wrote. An 

FTC spokesperson confirmed the 

agency received the letter but declined 

to comment on the issue. In response, 

Exxon noted that it and Pioneer repre-

sent just about 5% of US oil production 

combined and argued the deal would be 

a positive for the environment. “For all 

those who seek even greater US energy 

independence and for lower emissions, 

this merger represents nothing but up-

side for our economy and our environ-

ment given that ExxonMobil has the 

resources to get more out of the ground 

and do it at vastly improved emissions 

levels,” Exxon said in a statement. 

Chevron did not respond to a re-

quest for comment. 

White House spokesperson 

Michael Kikukawa referred inquiries 

on the specific deals to the FTC but 

signaled broad support for strong an-

titrust action. “Generally speaking, this 

administration is committed to address-

ing concentration across industries and 

has made promoting competition a core 

pillar of our economic agenda,” he 

said.

Chuck Schumer

US senators demand probe into Exxon, Chevron takeovers
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New Hess owners: Guyana is the 
jewel in Exxon’s crown

Chevron’s recent acquisition of 

Hess for US$53 billion has granted the 

U.S. supermajor access to one of the 

most promising prospects in the global 

resources industry – Guyana’s vast off-

shore oil reserves, as reported by the Fi-

nancial Times. 

The British daily newspaper high-

lighted in the article that there was little 

interest in the South American country’s 

potential as a fossil fuel producer when 

ExxonMobil began exploring Guyana’s 

waters for oil in 2008. That changed in 

2015 when an Exxon-led consortium, in-

cluding Hess and Chinese giant 

CNOOC, made a significant discovery 

at the Liza field, in the 6.6mn acre 

Stabroek Block. 

It was reported that the consortium 

has made more than 30 significant dis-

coveries since then, with the latest an-

nounced. The steady stream of oil output 

should help sustain Exxon’s – and now 

Chevron’s – crude business for decades. 

“It should also transform one of 

Latin America’s poorest nations, home 

to just 800,000 people. Oil output has 

gone from zero to 390,000 barrels a day 

last year. The unusually fast ramp-up 

could push production to 1.2mn b/d by 

2027 – equivalent to about a third of 

Exxon’s current daily production. Last 

year Guyana’s economy grew by a 

record 62.3 per cent, the highest rate in 

the world, as the petrodollars poured in. 

The IMF (International Monetary Fund) 

expects it to expand by another 38 per 

cent in 2023,” the media entity stated. 

All of this is happening in a global 

context where the world is gradually 

shifting away from fossil fuels, and en-

vironmentalists are vocally opposing 

further oil and gas development. How-

ever, the investments by U.S. oil majors 

are positioning Guyana as one of the last 

petro states to emerge in the oil era – Fi-

nancial Times reported. 

Alistair Routledge, Exxon’s 

Guyana president, told the Financial 

Times, “It is a jewel in ExxonMobil’s 

crown. It’s a significant resource. It fits 

very well with the execution capability 

of ExxonMobil.” 

When asked for his thoughts on 

Chevron’s takeover of Hess, Routledge 

emphasized, “Clearly what’s attractive 

to Chevron is that ExxonMobil is oper-

ating at a very high level… From first 

discovery in 2015 to first oil in 2019. I 

mean, [it’s] just unheard of really to de-

velop a new resource in a brand new 

basin with no existing infrastructure in 

that short a timeframe.” 

Moreover, it was stated that Wall 

Street analysts have hailed the Exxon-

led investment in Guyana as “the best oil 

deal in modern history.” Notably, it 

boasts a low break-even price of US$25-

$35 per barrel, even as global oil prices 

hover above US$90 per barrel. How-

ever, the U.S. supermajor and its Guyana 

project have faced criticism. 

Earlier this year, ExxonMobil Cor-

poration’s Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO) Darren Woods, during a discus-

sion on Tuesday at the annual S&P 

Global CERAWeek conference held in 

Houston, Texas, boasted about “the story 

of success” Guyana. Woods was also 

proud to highlight the company’s rapid 

pace of development in the country. 

Exxon’s boss and S&P Global Vice 

Chairman, Daniel Yergin, had a discus-

sion on future investment strategies in 

the energy sector, when Yergin stated, 

“So let me ask you, mega projects, you 

did mention Guyana. I mean that’s pretty 

incredible how fast that developed.” 

To this, Woods responded, “Yes it 

is…Yeah I mean if you look at that it’s 

really a story of success, and I would 

also tell you that we are very focus as we 

grow that production.” 

Exxon’s Guyana is operator and 

holds 45 percent interest in Guyana’s lu-

crative Stabroek Block, which is 6.6 mil-

lion acres and has 11 billion of proven 

barrels of oil. Hess Guyana Exploration 

Ltd. Now Chevron holds 30 percent in-

terest and CNOOC Petroleum Guyana 

Limited holds 25 percent interest. 

Speaking about Exxon success in 

Guyana, Woods shared that the company 

was able to move from first discovery to 

first oil within five years, beating indus-

try record. “We brought that like from 

discovery to first production in five 

years which is of not industry record is 

pretty close to it. When you think about 

what typically the timeframe (is), (it) 

typically (takes) the industry about 10 

years,” Exxon’s CEO said. 

He continued: “If you then look at 

what we have delivered since that time-

frame, we are bringing in those ships 

[Floating production storage and of-

floading vessels] and that production 

ahead of schedule, we’ve beaten sched-

ule for the two ships [Liza Destiny and 

Liza Unity] that we’ve got and the third 

one [Prosperity] that we are working on, 

that is expect to beat schedule.” 

Woods bragged about EEPGL 

being able to run production, “at a 

higher level than we have anticipated 

when we made those investments and 

staying focused,” adding that the com-

pany is also focused on, “helping reduc-

ing emissions.” 

Exxon CEO also shared that the 

company is working on the US$2B 

Wales gas-to-energy project with the 

Government of Guyana (GoG) to bring 

gas onshore. He said, “We got a project 

that we are working on with the Govern-

ment of Guyana to bring gas onshore to 

back out some of their higher emission 

intensity power to substitute that with 

gas. So we lower emissions and get bet-

ter more reliable power to the people 

that’s a real win-win situation.” 

Guyana signed onto a Production 

Sharing Agreement (PSA) with the oil 

major, which has been heavily criticised 

for being lopsided and benefiting the oil 

company more than the country. 

The 2016 deal gives Guyana an in-

dustry-low 2% royalty. Presently, 

Guyana shares revenue with ExxonMo-

bil after the company deducts 75 percent 

towards the cost incurred to develop the 

resources in the Stabroek Block. 

This arrangement, with the lack of 

ring-fencing, sees Guyana paying for 

projects that are yet to commence pro-

duction activities. Each month bills from 

future producing developments are 

added to the list of expenses to be cost 

recovered by Exxon. After the 75 per-

cent is deducted to pay back the oil com-

pany, Guyana then shares 50/50 of the 

25 percent remaining with Exxon as 

profits. This amounts to 12.5 percent of 

profits from the operations. 

Also, under the signed deal, 

Guyana has agreed to, under the taxation 

provisions, to pay ExxonMobil’s share 

of Corporation and Income Tax. As such 

it would mean, that Guyana foregoes 

each year, billions of US dollars. On top 

of this, documentation to this effect is 

then provided to the US based company 

allowing it to not have to pay any taxes 

in its home country for its earnings over-

seas. 

Though Vice President, Bharrat 

Jagdeo has maintained that the mere 2 

percent royalty, massive tax breaks, and 

the absence of a ring-fencing provision, 

are three key flaws of the 2016 Stabroek 

Block PSA, his government will not 

seek to renegotiate the deal. 

Paul Sankey, the lead analyst at 

Sankey Research, recently shared his 

perspective on the acquisition of Hess 

Corporation by Chevron Corporation 

during a segment on CNBC’s ‘Squawk 

on the Street.’  

Sankey was queried about his take 

on this significant deal. He remarked, 

“Well, we know Guyana is the best asset 

and global oil. It’s remarkable so Hess 

was trading as a takeover play? And the 

question was, can you get a high enough 

premium for the actually to be a con-

summated deal?” 

President of ExxonMobil Guyana, Alistair Routledge



Attorney General (AG) and Min-
ister of Legal Affairs, Anil Nandlall 
SC has expressed concern that 
Venezuela’s planned referendum can 
compromise the Guyana/Venezuela 
border controversy case which is be-
fore the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ). 

Nandlall was at the time address-
ing the extraordinary sitting of the Na-
tional Assembly on Monday on the 
matter of Venezuela growing aggres-
sion despite the ICJ case.  The extraor-
dinary sitting comes ahead of 
Venezuela’s national referendum on 
the border claims. “Guyana is of the 
considered view, that the impending 
referendum slated for the 3rd of De-
cember, 2023 is intended to and will 
compromise the legal proceedings 
pending at the International Court of 
Justice, if not subvert the legal process 
altogether and prejudice its outcome,” 
Nandlall said. 

He continued: “anyone familiar 
with the court process would know 
that a party in a litigation has a right to 
seek appropriate legal remedies, inter-
locutory, if the other party in the litiga-
tion is taking steps that can defeat, 
compromise or render negatory, the 
legal proceedings itself and/or its final 
outcome. 

Nandlall noted that what Guyana 
is ultimately seeking from the ICJ is 
affirmation that the 1899 Arbitral 
Award which established the boundary 
between itself and Venezuela is valid. 
He said it is for this reason Guyana re-
jects the referendum and is asking the 
ICJ to block it. 

“So, Guyana has approached the 
ICJ, seeking an injunction to prevent 
Venezuela from taking action through 

its provocative referendum over 
Guyana’s territory –Essequibo. There 
will be a hearing on November 14…
Every Court has a duty to protect the 
integrity of its processes and proceed-
ings against it… In short, it has an in-
herent and unmitigating duty to 
prevent its process from abuse. 
Guyana is of the considered view, that 
the impending referendum slated for 
the 3rd of December, 2023 is intended 
to and will compromise the legal pro-
ceedings pending at the International 
Court of Justice, if not subvert the 
legal process altogether and prejudice 
its outcome.” 

Nandlall said it is for those rea-
sons that “we are seeking the Court’s 
protection for interim measures.” 

In the meanwhile, the AG said 
Guyana continues, resolutely, upon its 
reliance on International Law, and the 
process engaged at the International 
Court of Justice. “Additionally, we 
have been able to secure from some of 
the most power voices in this hemi-
sphere, expressions of support and sol-
idarity. These have come from the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
the Caribbean Community (CARI-
COM), the Commonwealth, the Or-
ganization of American States (OAS), 
the European Union, Brazil, etc.” 

“As a Government,” Nandlall 
continued: “we hope that the National 
Assembly, without its usual rancour, 
but speaking in unison with one voice, 
will send that clear and present signal 

that this is not an issue upon which we 
are or can be divided but one on which 
we are unconditionally united. The ex-
istential nature of the threat at hand 
leaves us with no alternative. 

In conclusion, Nandlall issued a 
cautionary admonition to all citizens. 

He said: “Be careful with what 
you say and do, in particular in the so-
cial media. Irresponsible publications 
will only increase existing tensions. 
While we must stand strong in the ex-
pression of our patriotism, we must not 
commit acts which can be viewed as 
provocative; neither must we ill-treat 
our Venezuelan brothers and sisters 
among us. In the meantime, they are 
here simply to pursue a better life.”
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Venezuela’s referendum can com-
promise border controversy case 

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, Anil Nandlall, SC

ICJ to hear Guyana border case Nov. 14
 The International Court of Justice 

on Friday said it will hold public hear-

ings in the Guyana v. Venezuela specif-

ically to deal with a complaint from this 

country over a scheduled referendum 

by Venezuela to among other things 

seek the permission of its citizens to 

seize the Essequibo. 

Guyana wants the court to block 

several questions to be answered by 

Venezuelans in the upcoming referen-

dum scheduled for December 3, 2023. 

The special hearing is set for Tues-

day 14 November 2023 at the Peace 

Palace in The Hague, the seat of the 

Court.  In a press release the ICJ said it 

is recalled that on 29 March 2018, 

Guyana filed an Application instituting 

proceedings against Venezuela in which 

it requests the Court “to confirm the 

legal validity and binding effect of the 

Award regarding the Boundary between 

the Colony of British Guiana and the 

United States of Venezuela, of 3 Octo-

ber 1899.” 

According to the ICJ the hearings 

will be devoted to the Request for the 

indication of provisional measures sub-

mitted by Guyana on 30 October 2023. 

In its Request, Guyana states that “[on 

23 October 2023, the Government of 

Venezuela, through its National Elec-

toral Council, published a list of five 

questions that it plans to put before the 

Venezuelan people in a . . .‘Consultative 

Referendum’ on 3 December 2023”. 

According to the Applicant, the purpose 

of this referendum is “to obtain re-

sponses that would support Venezuela’s 

decision to abandon [the current pro-

ceedings before the Court], and to resort 

instead to unilateral measures to ‘re-

solve’ the controversy with Guyana by 

formally annexing and integrating into 

Venezuela all of the territory at issue in 

these proceedings, which comprises 

more than two-thirds of Guyana”  The 

hearings are scheduled for Tuesday 14 

November 2023 10 a.m.-11.30 a.m. 

Oral argument (Guyana) 3 p.m.-4.30 

p.m.: Oral argument (Venezuela). 

Late last week the Government of 

Guyana sought the urgent protection of 

the International Court of Justice, by fil-

ing with the Court a Request for Provi-

sional Measures. In that Request, 

Guyana sought from the Court an Order 

preventing Venezuela from taking any 

action to seize, acquire or encroach 

upon, or assert or exercise sovereignty 

over, the Essequibo Region or any other 

part of Guyana’s national territory, 

pending the Court’s final determination 

of the validity of the Arbitral Award that 

established the land boundary between 

our two States, and the final and bind-

ing nature of that boundary. Guyana has 

no doubt of the validity of that Arbitral 

Award and the land boundary, which 

Venezuela accepted and recognized as 

the international boundary for more 

than 60 years. 

Because of the urgency of the mat-

ter, Guyana had asked the Court to 

schedule oral hearings on its Request at 

the earliest possible date in advance of 

December 3, 2023, the date Venezuela 

has fixed for its sham referendum. 

Guyana insists, as does CARICOM, the 

Secretaries-General of the United Na-

tions and Organization of American 

States, and the entire international com-

munity, that the controversy over the 

validity of the Arbitral Award and the 

land boundary must be resolved by the 

International Court of Justice, which 

will assure a just, peaceful, binding and 

permanent solution to this matter, in ac-

cordance with international law. In fact, 

the Court itself has determined, in two 

separate Orders, that it has the exclusive 

jurisdiction to resolve this matter, and 

that it will do so. Twice Venezuela has 

formally objected to the Court’s juris-

diction, and both times the Court over-

whelmingly rejected Venezuela’s 

objections. In the interim, pending the 

oral hearing on its request and the is-

suance of the Court’s Order, Guyana 

had urged  CARICOM and the interna-

tional community to continue remind-

ing Venezuela of its obligations under 

international law, including its obliga-

tion to accept the ICJ’s jurisdiction. 



Dutch company – Ballast Nedam 

Infra Suriname (Netherlands), and 

Chinese firm – China Road & Bridge 

Corporation have both submitted bids 

above US$200 million to build the 

Corentyne River Bridge between 

Guyana and Suriname. 

At the recent opening of bids at 

the National Procurement and Tender 

Administration Board (NPTAB), it 

was revealed that Ballast Nedam Infra 

Suriname bid US$325,400,000 for the 

contract, while China Road & Bridge 

Corporation bid US$236,173,962. An-

other Chinese company – China Rail-

way Caribbean Company Limited 

also submitted a bid but the amount 

was not listed. 

The Corentyne River Bridge, is 

a project being undertaken by both 

the governments of Guyana and 

Suriname. The bridge will be con-

structed using the Design, Build, Fi-

nance, Operate, and Maintain 

(DBFOM) model. It will be done 

through a Public-Private Partnership 

(PPP) arrangement. This means that 

the successful contractor or joint 

venture will be responsible for its 

final design, construction, financing, 

operation, and maintenance. 

he Ministry of Public Works 

said the bridge will span the Coren-

tyne River from South Drain in 

Suriname to Moleson Creek in 

Guyana, and is slated to have a life 

span of 100 years. 

In May 2022, the consultancy 

assignment for the Feasibility Study 

and Detailed Designs for the Con-

struction of the bridge was awarded 

to WSP Caribbean, amounting to 

US$2 million. The assignment in-

cluded various works such as topo-

graphic assessment, hydraulic and 

hydrographic studies, traffic de-

mand analysis, financial and eco-

nomic evaluation, environmental 

assessment, and the preliminary de-

sign of the bridge and roads. The 

bridge will span approximately 

1,100 metres in length with 22 

spans measuring 50 metres each. 

The sub-structure will be designed 

to withstand minor vessel impact. 

The carriageway is expected to span 

around 10.05 metres, accommodat-

ing two lanes under regular condi-

tions and three lanes during 

emergencies or controlled situa-

tions. Additionally, the bridge will 

feature utilities inside the box 

girder, which will include an inspec-

tion path width of 260 metres, 

among other features. 

The infrastructure project holds 

immense potential for fostering eco-

nomic growth, strengthening re-

gional integration, and improving 

transportation links between the two 

neighbouring nations. 
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Surinamese firm bids US$325.4M to 
build Corentyne River Bridge

An artist impression of what the Corentyne River Bridge is expected to look like
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The Vreed-en-Hoop Shorebase Inc. 

witnessed the arrival and unloading of 

the inaugural commercial vessel at its 

shore base facility. 

According to a press release, the 

M.V. Virtuous Striker is the first com-

mercial vessel to dock at the newly con-

structed man-made island. It is also 

registered as the longest vessel to ever 

enter the Demerara River Channel, at 

over 190 meters. Additionally, with a 

cargo of over 26,900 metric tonnes, it is 

also one of the largest payloads to ever 

be offloaded. 

According to the Shorebase offi-

cial, the docking and offloading of the 

vessel signify a significant achievement 

for the 44-acre facility, which will pri-

marily function as a shorebase for Esso 

Exploration and Production Guyana 

Limited (EEPGL) projects. 

According to the Director of Vreed 

en Hoop Shorebase Inc., Mr. Deygoo 

“We are very proud of this milestone, as 

it takes us closer to becoming fully op-

erational.” 

The Vreed-en-Hoop Shorebase Inc. 

is a joint venture between NRG Hold-

ings Inc.—a 100 percent Guyanese-

owned consortium that is the majority 

shareholder—and Jan De Nul, a Bel-

gium international maritime infrastruc-

ture company.

First commercial vessel docks at 
Vreed-en-Hoop Shorebase
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A view of the M.V. Virtuous Striker docked on the outskirts of the man-made island at Vreed-en Hoop, Guyana

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WITH Guyana setting the standard 

for agriculture in the Caribbean, regional 

leaders and their delegations continue to 

flock the oil-rich nation to engage in dis-

cussions and seek help/advice from gov-

ernment officials on how they can 

develop the agriculture sector in their re-

spective regions. 

In an interview, Minister of Agri-

culture, Zulfikar Mustapha, explained 

that he met with the Minister of Agricul-

ture, Food, and National Security of Bar-

bados, Indar Weir, and his team to 

discuss updates on several collaborative 

initiatives between Guyana and the Is-

land of the Flying Fish. 

“The meeting that I had with the 

Barbados delegation was a fruitful one, 

where we followed up on issues that we 

have had over time. Some of those issues 

are at a technical level, but I have a full 

team from the Ministry of Agriculture in 

Guyana and Barbados that is working to 

ensure that we remove any barriers so 

that we can have a smooth flow in ac-

complishing our goals. 

“Guyana is currently helping Bar-

bados with the shade house programme, 

and I am pleased to say that we have al-

ready supplied them with 12 shade 

houses so far, and very soon we will be 

supplying them with an additional 35 

shade houses. Some of our technical 

people from Guyana will be going to 

Barbados to set it up for them and to also 

examine the types of crops that they will 

be planting.” 

After meeting with the Barbadian 

Agriculture Minister and his team, Min-

ister Mustapha said that he will be coor-

dinating with them and assisting them to 

set up the programme to ensure that the 

island and their people successfully ben-

efit from it. Mustapha also added that the 

Barbados Aquaculture Programme, 

which was started a few months ago, 

was set up by the Guyanese team, led by 

Mr. Simon Shaw. 

“We have also discussed the black 

belly sheep programme, and I am 

pleased to relate that I was told by the 

delegation that we will receive another 

283 black belly sheep from them by the 

first quarter of next year. That will bring 

the count to 1,000 black belly sheep re-

ceived from Barbados. The programme 

will be rolled out shortly, physically, so 

that we can increase the number of sheep 

and create that brand that both President 

Ali and the Prime Minister, Mark 

Phillips, would have wanted us to work 

on,” Minister Mustapha stated. 

He also noted that arrangements are 

in place with the Guyanese farmers to 

ensure that a variety of fresh fruits and 

vegetables will be exported to Barbados. 

The agriculture minister explained that 

Guyana currently exports small quanti-

ties of fruits and vegetables to Barbados 

now; it will be done on a much larger 

scale. 

While Guyana is helping Barbados 

in this sector, the Agriculture Minister 

said, “We are leading the charge in the 

Caribbean when it comes to agriculture, 

and we are working with the leaders of 

many of these islands to ensure that we 

assist them to develop their sector.” 
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Guyana to export fresh fruits 
and vegetables to Barbados

Zulfikar Mustapha and his Barbados counterpart, Indar Weir
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Five Location To 

www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Pure Cane Raw

Demerara Brown 

Sugar 500 g

Laurentide
Windshield Washer
3.78 L

Pearl River Bridge

Mushroom Soy Sauce
500 ml

Dettol

Liquid Antiseptic
500 ml 399

each

Mr Goudas

Red Kidney Beans
15 lbs

Grace Corned Beef
Regular Only

340 g

Cedar

Parboiled Rice
8 kg

99¢ 799

1299
each

2299
each each

Excelsior

Cream Crackers

225 g

Grace 100%

Coconut Water 

500 ml

Cedar Yellow

Split Peas
5 kg

2/250

National Green 

Banana Chips 
85 g

399
each

TMPR
Alcohol Solution
473 ml 199

each

Mr Goudas

Black Pepper

200 g

299

599Horlicks Malt

Beverage Mix
500 g

each

each

each

Diamond

Coconut Milk
400 ml

Humming Bird

Carrot Juice
540 ml

each

99¢
each

99¢
each89¢

each

Grace 
Mackerel In Tomato 

Sauce 155 g

449

2/100

2/$5

2/$5

Clorox

Liquid Bleach
3.57 L 699

each

Valentino Non Alcoholic 

Sparkling Drink
Assorted 750 ml199

each

Dunya Harvest

Butter Bean
425 g 89¢

ea.
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Serve You Better
Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

ka
m

 R
d.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n

n
e
d

y
 R

d
. 

S
o

it
h

R
ut

he
rf

or
d 

R
d.

 S
ou

th
.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

ve
rs

to
ne

 D
r.

M
ar

ti
n 

G
ro

ve
 R

d.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.
Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

tore Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm

aturday 8 am to 9 pm
unday 9 am to 7 pm

hough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

 Specials in Effect Thu. Nov. 9th
until Wed. Nov. 15th, 2023.Five Locations To Serve You Better

Fresh  or Frozen
Goat Tripe

$299
lb

Fresh Seafood Catches
Fresh Florida
Red Snapper

$699
lb as is

Fresh Atlantic 
Whole Salmon

lb as is
$599

Delicious Jamaican Dish

$399
lb

Frozen
Square Cut

Mutton Shoulder

Frozen
Best Quality

Easy Cook Oxtail

$699
lb

lb as is
$599

Fresh
Red Groupers

lb
$799

Salted Large
Cod Fish

1799
5 kg box

2 /$5

Fresh
Chicken Soup

Bones

$199
pkg

499199 129

Fresh Jamaican
Negro Yams

Fresh Jamaican
Pumpkins

lblb lb

lb as is
$399

Fresh 
Porgy Fish

$449
lb Frozen

Grown From Australia

Free Range Goat

Frozen Sun Thai 
Mixed Vegetable
00 g

Fresh Lane or Yellow Tail
Snappers 1/2-1 lb size

$599
lb as is

Fresh
Beef Liver

$179
lb

Fresh Turkey Neck
(Sub Oxtail)

$249
lb

$899
lb

Frozen Red
Snapper Steaks

Fresh Chayote
(Cho Cho)

Frozen
Chicken Split

Wing
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 

Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!
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IN light of the recent announce-

ment by the Georgetown Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry (GCCI) regard-

ing the nation’s frequent power outages 

and load shedding as a hindrance to 

business operations, Minister within the 

Ministry of Public Works Deodat Indar 

held a meeting with private sector rep-

resentatives on Monday to discuss the 

government’s involvement in address-

ing the matter. 

In light of the widespread effects 

of frequent power outages, Kester Hut-

son, President of GCCI, told Guyana 

Chronicle that they were satisfied with 

the talks held with Minister Indar. 

“Everyone in Guyana is affected 

by GPL, but through this meeting, we 

were better able to understand why and 

what’s causing these problems. Com-

mercial businesses as well as residents 

have the same issues and are frustrated, 

but businesses are losing more, espe-

cially with the low shedding,” Hutson 

said. 

Despite the understandable public 

frustration with GPL and the current 

state of affairs, he is imploring the na-

tion to display patience as the govern-

ment is diligently working to ensure the 

country has an upgraded grid capable of 

handling the load. 

“We are all frustrated, but let us try 

and be understanding in this situation. 

We are living now in a country that is 

rapidly developing in every aspect of in-

frastructure, businesses, and other de-

velopments, and that will most naturally 

put pressure on our current system. We 

had to also consider the damages that 

are caused to the GPL power lines, but 

we are happy that Minister Indar has ex-

plained the situation to us better so that 

we can fully understand what is happen-

ing,” he related. 

According to Hutson, Minister 

Indar explained that the People’s Pro-

gressive Party Government (PPP/C) in-

vested US$27.5 million in 2022 to pur-

chase 17 generator sets, which will gen-

erate a total of 28.9 megawatts of 

power. 

Additionally, he stated that the en-

gines will reach Guyana on November 

22 and are anticipated to enhance GPL’s 

generation capability on December 15. 

While the nation eagerly anticipates the 

2025 culmination of the 300 MW gas-

to-energy initiative, the minister con-

veyed that GPL is already strategising 

to tackle forecasted demand surges for 

2024. 

Hutson emphasised, “Once again, 

we would like to express our gratitude 

to Minister Indar and the government of 

Guyana for ensuring that we are back to 

normalcy by mid-December. It is easy 

to assume what isn’t happening and 

what is, but we are better informed, and 

we appreciate it.” 

Speaking at a press conference at 

the GPL boardroom in Kingston re-

cently, Minister Indar said: “Many 

times, persons say that the management 

at GPL is incompetent because of chal-

lenges such as blackouts or other known 

shortcomings. I believe these individu-

als are qualified, and they know their 

job. These issues we are experiencing 

are way beyond the control of manage-

ment.” 

In addition, he mentioned that GPL 

has encountered heightened obstacles 

due to power supplies and wires being 

harmed, frequently interrupted by traffic 

accidents. To satisfy the rising demand, 

the utility company is presently review-

ing unsolicited offers and predicting an 

average peak demand of 236 MW by 

2024. 

Minister Indar emphasised the im-

portance of the meeting with GCCI, as 

it grants business communities a 

glimpse into the government’s approach 

to resolving electricity problems in 

Guyana.

Private Sector urged to help address 
power outages in Guyana

RELIEF has graced scores of 

Guyanese in New York because of the 

three-day outreach by the National In-

surance Scheme (NIS) to resolve any 

outstanding issues. 

This outreach was done in fulfil-

ment of a recent commitment made by 

President Dr. Irfaan Ali. It was hosted 

in New York, United States of Amer-

ica, from November 4 to 6, 2023. 

“I’m happy that Minister Ashni 

Singh [decided] to do an outreach here 

in Queens [New York],” said one of 

the beneficiaries. 

Further, Bernadette Smart-Davis 

lauded the approach, and was elated 

that help was being provided. 

Meanwhile, another beneficiary 

expressed relief about the approach, 

and said that the outreach was evi-

dence of how much the president cares 

for Guyanese, no matter where they 

are. 

The three-day outreach to the US 

was led by the General Manager of the 

NIS Holly Greaves. She said that the 

objective of the outreach was to listen 

to persons and get an understanding of 

the issues that are affecting Guyanese 

in the Diaspora. 

These issues will be resolved be-

fore December 31, 2023, according to 

her. 

The outreach formed part of the 

government’s proactive efforts to re-

solve pending cases within the NIS, 

and provided an opportunity for 

Guyanese in the Diaspora to interact 

directly with the Scheme to have their 

issues addressed, and questions an-

swered. 

Only recently, President Ali an-

nounced the establishment of a spe-

cialised secretariat, and a projectised 

format within the NIS to expedite the 

resolution process of pending claims. 

“I wanted to address this issue; 

this is an issue that we want to fix, and 

we want to make every effort, in a 

specialised, projectised manner to get 

this fixed before the end of the year,” 

the Head of State emphasised. 

Senior Finance Minister Dr. 

Ashni Singh, while delivering remarks 

recently at the Scheme’s 54th Anniver-

sary ceremony, appealed to the staff to 

raise the standards of their operation, 

and to deliver efficient services to en-

sure that all NIS matters are dealt with 

in a timely and professional manner. 

Dr. Singh also urged the NIS to 

recommit themselves to ensuring a 

more efficient and respected entity, 

going forward. The minister further 

said that the government is firmly 

committed to the Scheme, and to en-

suring its viability. 

A priority of the government 

when it assumed office in 2020 was to 

address the complaints received from 

contributors to the Scheme, with pend-

ing claims at the time amounting to 

14,000, as at November 2020. 

In support of this effort, the gov-

ernment, at Cabinet level, undertook a 

series of nationwide outreach sessions 

that took the services of the NIS to the 

citizens, with 12 sessions held in Re-

gions Two (Pomeroon-Supenaam), 

Three (Essequibo Islands-West De-

merara), Four (Demerara-Mahaica), 

Five (Mahaica-Berbice), Six (East 

Berbice-Corentyne) and 10 (Upper 

Demerara-Berbice). 

Over 1,300 persons across the 

country have benefitted from these 

sessions, and many of them are in re-

ceipt of Old Age Pension after waiting 

for a number of years. Additionally, all 

inherited 14,000 pending claims have 

been resolved.

Scores of Guyanese benefit from NIS’ NY outreach

Minister within the Ministry of Public Works Deodat Indar 

Scene from the NIS outreach in New York



MORE households from various 

communities in the Mabaruma sub-dis-

trict, Region One now have access to 

solar power, as 499 solar photovoltaic 

(PV) home systems were distributed 

over the weekend. 

Some 38 households in Koberimo 

received solar panels with accessories; 

30 in Sacred Heart, 79 in Smith Creek, 

25 in St Dominic’s, 96 in St Anslem, 55 

in Three Brothers, 48 in Tobago, 28 in 

Unity Square, and Hobo Hill received 

100 solar systems. 

Toshao of St Dominic’s Doreen 

Fraser expressed that the distribution of 

these panels means a lot to her commu-

nity, as it will be utilised for many pur-

poses. 

“My people have been waiting for 

it. My residents would be happy for the 

rest of the year,” Toshao Fraser told the 

Department of Public Information 

(DPI). 

She added that it is wonderful that 

government continues to deliver on its 

manifesto promises. 

Richard Anthony from Unity 

Square shared, “We don’t have the cur-

rent system unless we use generator. 

Now, the solar panel will give every-

body light in the village…They will 

feel happy.” 

Beneficiary Dellon Williams ex-

pressed similar sentiments. “This solar 

panel would make a real difference. It 

will bring development, especially, to 

the children who will have to study late 

at nights especially when there is no 

electricity.” 

During the distribution exercise, 

Minister of Housing and Water, Collin 

Croal reaffirmed that government con-

tinues to implement policies and pro-

grammes while investing huge sums to 

ensure that Amerindian communities 

continue to transform. 

“We want every village to develop 

but also to have economic impact…

This a massive investment across the 

country. It is intended to ensure that the 

opportunities that are created for those 

on the coastland are provided to you in 

the hinterland,” Minister Croal empha-

sised. 

He also noted that these communi-

ties would benefit further from the 

Local Carbon Development Strategy 

(LCDS) funds, presidential grants, 

among other initiatives. 

The distribution is part of the gov-

ernment’s project to provide 30,000 

solar panels to riverine and hinterland 

communities in order to close the gap 

between the hinterland and the coast. 

The minister was joined by Re-

gional Chairman, Brentnol Ashley and 

other officials. (DPI)
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THE Guyana-Cuba Solidarity 

Movement (GCSM) has joined the cho-

rus of voices at the United Nations Gen-

eral Assembly, urging the United States 

to lift its longstanding economic, com-

mercial, and financial embargo on Cuba. 

GCSM President, Halim Khan, em-

phasised the urgent need for the removal 

of these crippling restrictions that have 

been in place for more than six decades. 

The Cuba-sponsored resolution, 

which calls for the elimination of the em-

bargo and the removal of Cuba from the 

U.S. list of state sponsors of terrorism, 

received overwhelming support from 

187 countries. Israel and the United 

States were the only nations to vote 

against the resolution, while Ukraine 

chose to abstain. 

Speakers at the General Assembly 

highlighted the severe impact of the em-

bargo on Cuba’s economy, development, 

and access to essential resources, includ-

ing medicine and food. They voiced their 

strong support for ending the embargo 

and emphasised the importance of foster-

ing better relations between the United 

States and Cuba. 

Decades of appeals and mobilisa-

tion have underlined the urgency of lift-

ing the Cuban blockade, given the im-

mense suffering and harm it has caused 

to the Cuban people. Khan stressed that 

this embargo affects not only Cuba’s 

economy but also its human develop-

ment and access to fundamental re-

sources, making it a matter of human 

rights and dignity. 

He explained that the international 

community has consistently called for 

the removal of these restrictions, and the 

consequences for Cuba’s ability to ac-

quire basic necessities and conduct inter-

national banking operations are deeply 

concerning. “Cuba, known for extending 

its friendship and solidarity to nations in 

need, now seeks support from the world 

in ending this unjust embargo.” 

The humanitarian and economic 

concerns related to the Cuban embargo 

continue to draw attention, with a grow-

ing call for international solidarity to 

bring an end to this long-standing issue. 

Khan shared the global sentiments 

of many, stressing the necessity of lifting 

the embargo and allowing Cuba to fully 

engage with the international community 

on equal terms.  

“It is a plea for justice, dignity, and 

the right to access essential resources, as 

the world watches and waits for the 

United States to heed the calls of the 

global community,” the GCSM President 

highlighted.

Guyana Group supports global 
calls to lift US Embargo on Cuba

Home for sale: 

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice. 

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toi-

lets, central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water 

filter, automatic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new 

perkins generator no blackouts ready to move in and start 

dwelling, concrete yard. 

For more information contact via WhatsApp: 

+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

GCSM President Halim Khan

Minister of Housing Collin Croal

Region One households get solar panels
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.
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Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): You may feel a bit irri-
tated at something that is going on in your neighborhood but 
don’t waste time brooding about it. The injustices of the world 
will still be there tomorrow as they were yesterday and are 
today. Focus only on what makes you happy. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): Some people will disap-
prove of what you are up to but you are in no mood to take 
their criticisms to heart, still less to actually change your ways. 
You believe in yourself 100 per cent and if others cannot see 
you are special they must be blind. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): Make it a priority to re-
arrange your schedule so you have more time for the things 
that matter most to you. Some of your work colleagues may 
be unhappy that they have to do more for themselves but a bit 
of hard work won’t hurt them too much. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): You know beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that you have what it takes to be the best at 
what you do and with so much cosmic activity working in your 
favor you won’t hesitate to strive for success. Nothing is be-
yond you if you want it enough. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Cosmic activity in the domes-
tic area of your chart will encourage you to make changes that 
on most other occasions you would avoid for fear of stirring 
up opposition. You don’t care if others agree with you or not, 
you care only that they do as you say. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): Your way with words will 
get you into some interesting situations over the next few days 
but make sure you know how to get out of them too if the need 
arises! Maybe you should temper your sense of adventure with 
a large dose of common sense. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): You appear to be in one of 
your all-or-nothing moods at the moment and while it might 
take you a long way on the work front it could cause some 
trouble at home. Try to recognize that other people’s needs are 
not always the same as your own. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): The whole world could 
be lined up against you now and you would still back yourself 
to win. With that kind of confidence at your disposal there is 
precious little you cannot accomplish, so set your sights high 
then aim to fly even higher. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): It may be true that 
a friend or loved one is keeping something from you but don’t 
let them see that it is frustrating you. Act as if you don’t have 
a care in the world and before you know it they will let you in 
on the secret. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): This is a good time 
to get involved in group activities of a creative nature and an 
even better time to sign up to a cause that aims to make the 
world a better place. Before 2023 is over it will have become 
a central part of your life. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): You will come face-
to-face today with the kind of situation you usually go out of 
your way to avoid. This time though there will be no escape – 
you must confront what is going on and do what you can to 
transform something bad into something good. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): If you want to change your 
life for the better now is the time to stop daydreaming about it 
and get down to some serious work. Plan your transformation 
with care between now and the end of the year, then really go 
for it in 2024.

Preity Zinta: awarded for her remarkable contributions to Bollywood

Preity Zinta to get honorary doctor-
ate from Birmingham University

A Bollywood actress is set to receive an hon-

orary doctorate in recognition of her contribution to 

the industry. 

Preity G Zinta will be presented with the de-

gree from Birmingham City University (BCU) in 

India next year. 

The 48-year-old is also set to join West Mid-

lands mayor Andy Street in the city on 4 and 5 No-

vember as part of Diwali celebrations. 

Mr Street said he was "excited" she would lead 

celebrations, in her first UK appearance in more 

than a decade. 

Her visit to Birmingham coincided with the 

city's India Film Festival which closes on Friday. 

Ms Zinta's forthcoming doctorate was a testa-

ment to her "remarkable contributions" to "Bolly-

wood and her philanthropic endeavours", Mr Street 

said. 

"I am absolutely delighted to welcome Preity 

G Zinta to Birmingham and our vibrant region." 

Professor David Mba, vice chancellor of BCU, 

said he was "thrilled" and hoped to work with Ms 

Zinta to explore "exciting opportunities" spanning 

from Indian cinema to entrepreneurship. 

"This is an exceptional moment for our dedi-

cated staff, aspiring students, and for the dynamic 

city of Birmingham and the wider West Midlands 

region," he said.
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MAINTAINING Guyana’s own-

ership of the Essequibo territory, Prime 

Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark 

Phillips said Guyana’s stance on the 

border controversy with Venezuela is 

non-negotiable. 

The Guyanese leader joined sev-

eral of his government and opposition 

colleagues in defending the country’s 

border at an extraordinary sitting of the 

National Assembly on Monday. 

PM Phillips, who opened his 

speech in Spanish, asserted that Esse-

quibo belongs to Guyana. 

He further went on to say that 

Venezuela’s claim to two-thirds of 

Guyana’s territory is unequivocal, and 

with the Bolivarian Republic continu-

ously issuing threats, the time for dia-

logue or action outside of the 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) has 

long passed. 

“The matter is before the Interna-

tional Court of Justice; time for negoti-

ation is over. Mr. Speaker, there’ll be 

no need for any dialogue with Nicolás 

Maduro. There will be no meeting; not 

now, between Maduro and President 

Dr. Irfaan Ali [on this topic],” he af-

firmed. 

Venezuela has continuously laid 

claim to Guyana’s Essequibo Region, 

despite the 1899 Arbitral Award, which 

has established a “full, perfect and 

final” settlement of the boundary be-

tween Guyana and Venezuela. 

In its most recent attempt to 

thwart the Rule of Law, the Nicolás 

Maduro Government plans to put for-

ward a referendum on Guyana’s Esse-

quibo. 

However, the Guyana Govern-

ment has sought the intervention of the 

World Court. A hearing into this matter 

is set for next week, while an impend-

ing case on the border controversy it-

self is still ongoing in the Court. 

“Our history is lined with the ori-

gins of our Indigenous Peoples who 

have inhabited our lands for genera-

tions, and the subsequent arrival of the 

Africans, Indians, Chinese, Por-

tuguese, and Europeans as a result of 

the Atlantic Slave Trade. Mr. Speaker, 

our sovereignty over this territory 

means everything to our people, whose 

ancestors made Guyana their home. 

Our position is non-negotiable, and 

this is a fundamental right that all na-

tions must respect,” Prime Minister 

Phillips said. 

Other officials have since spoken 

out, saying that Venezuela’s claims and 

increased military activity at the border 

will have grave consequences on the 

country’s Indigenous population. 

The claims, which PM Phillips 

has described as baseless, have seen 

the increased division of not only two 

nations that could build together but 

also their peoples. 

“We’re witnessing decades of di-

vision among our people, resulting in 

social fragmentation stemming from 

contradictory narratives. This, in turn, 

has adverse effects on economic devel-

opment and investments between our 

neighbouring nations; it is a conflict 

that incites geopolitical tension that 

can affect regional stability and inter-

national relations,” the Prime Minister 

said. 

He maintained that both Venezue-

lans and Guyanese are collateral dam-

age in the midst of the controversy. 

Meanwhile, throwing his support 

behind the government, Opposition 

Leader Aubrey Norton said: “Our an-

cestors; those who were here before 

Columbus; those who came from Eu-

rope, Africa, and India fought hard, in 

difficult circumstances to create a 

human landscape which allowed us, 

over more than 350 years, to make 

Guyana what it is today…It is our in-

heritance, and we will do everything to 

protect it.” 

Despite their political differences, 

he said that both the government and 

the opposition have taken a united 

stance in rejecting Venezuela’s claims. 

Testimony of this was the successful 

passage of a Motion reaffirming 

Guyana’s position on the matter. The 

Motion was tabled in the National As-

sembly by Foreign Affairs and Interna-

tional Cooperation Minister Hugh 

Todd. 

“Politically, we have fought for 

years, but one reality we should be 

proud of is that throughout the history 

of our country, we have always been 

united on the Guyana- Venezuela terri-

torial controversy,” Norton said. 

While maintaining Guyana’s re-

spect for international law, Norton 

said: “Venezuela always comes up 

with some scheme to try to get our ter-

ritory,” so the government has to ex-

amine other avenues of safeguarding 

the country’s border. 

He further called for a proper reg-

istration system for Venezuelan mi-

grants who enter Guyana across the 

border, as well as increased awareness 

of the controversy. 

“The territorial controversy must 

be in our schools, studied by our aca-

demics at the University, must be part 

of the discussions of the Trade Unions, 

NGOs, the Private Sector, and within 

every segment of our society, regard-

less of which Party is in power,” Nor-

ton said, noting that he does not 

foresee Venezuela moving away from 

its claims, even if the ICJ rules in 

favour of Guyana. 

Norton also suggested that the 

Guyana Defence Force (GDF) be re-

capitalised.

Guyana on Venezuelan claim to Esse-
quibo: Our position is non-negotiable

Prime Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark Phillips and Opposition Leader Aubrey Norton

No time for silence: Kissoon
AS members of the National Assembly on Monday 

rose to support a motion for the House to reaffirm Guyana’s 

recognition and acceptance of the 1899 Arbitral Award as a 

full, perfect and final settlement of the boundary between 

Guyana and Venezuela, several members called for the in-

ternational community to speak up in this regard and show 

their support. 

One such member was Deputy Speaker, Dr Asha 

Kissoon, who in her maiden address on a motion in the As-

sembly, said that the issue cannot go on and is one of ur-

gency that should be treated as such. 

“An issue such as this requires us to stand united and 

I must say that I am very happy to see that government and 

opposition are working together on this. We as the parlia-

mentary joinder also lend our voices and our support,” she 

said. 

Further, Dr. Kissoon expressed gratitude to interna-

tional partners who have thus far added their voices to the 

matter in support of Guyana. She, however, used the oppor-

tunity to call on others to lend their voices as Guyana stands 

on the side of the Rule of Law. 

“There is no time for silence. We require our interna-

tional partners to speak out, to speak up and to support 

Guyana as we stand on the side of the law,” she said. 

The Deputy Speaker added that Guyana will continue 

along the legal lines and will not back down on this matter. 

Meanwhile, also calling on the international commu-

nity to support Guyana was Leader of the Alliance for 

Change, Khemraj Ramjattan, who said that he hopes that 

the government with the support of the opposition will en-

sure that the diplomatic work that is done meets that target 

of ensuring that Guyana can garner the support of everyone 

in the world on this matter. 

He added: “We are one step there almost because we 

have done the international Rule of Law method of carrying 

it to the International Court of Justice...” 



Suriname Health Minister Amar 

Ramadhin says he is surprised that 

medical doctors associated with the As-

sociation of Regional Health Service 

Doctors (VRA) have initiated a strike 

over salary increases and the late pay-

ment for their services. 

The striking doctors have taken a 

firm stance, deciding to limit their serv-

ices to only emergency cases. This 

measure underlines their frustration 

with the persistent delays in payment 

from the State Health Insurance Fund 

(SZF).  

With financial pressures mount-

ing, the physicians have expressed their 

dissatisfaction and the difficulty these 

delays cause in fulfilling their own fi-

nancial responsibilities.  

Amidst growing pressure, the doc-

tors have demanded the release of their 

overdue October salaries by midnight 

on Friday.  

Failure to comply, they warn, will 

lead to intensified strike actions.  

However, health Minister Amar 

Ramadhin has rejected the doctors’ de-

mands for a 150 per cent salary hike as 

unrealistic and unfeasible. 

Ramadhin maintains that the de-

mands made by the VRA are not ten-

able, emphasizing that it is the 

Regional Health Service (RGD) that 

should be intervening, not his office.  

Despite the deadlock, Ramadhin 

insists that since negotiations are still 

in progress, the VRA has no grounds to 

embark on a strike, a view supported 

by other officials in the public health 

sector. 

The public health administrator 

has echoed the minister’s sentiment, 

pointing to the ongoing negotiations as 

a reason the VRA should abstain from 

any strike action.  

The administration appears to be 

holding firm to the process, emphasiz-

ing dialogue over disruption, even as 

the medical practitioners signal their 

readiness to escalate their protest in the 

absence of a swift resolution.
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Surinamese doctors go on 
strike for better wages

In a significant cybersecurity incident, Trinidad 

& Tobago’s Telecommunications Services (TSTT) 

has experienced a severe data breach. The breach has 

resulted in the exposure of personal data belonging to 

over a million citizens, including the nation’s Prime 

Minister, Dr. Keith Rowley.  

Critical personal identifiers such as Dr. Row-

ley’s identification card, driver’s permit, and passport 

numbers were among the information compromised. 

The breach at TSTT has led to 6 gigabytes of 

personal data being disseminated on the dark web.  

This data encompasses 1.2 million names and 

has alarmingly been downloaded more than 13,000 

times, raising significant privacy and security con-

cerns. 

In response to the breach, Marvin Gonzales, the 

Public Utilities Minister, has taken a firm stance, 

calling for an independent investigation into the cy-

berattack.  

TSTT said some of the data had been accessed 

from a legacy system, which is no longer being used 

but contains data that is, in many instances, no longer 

valid. 

Jamaica PM’s office hit  
by cyberattack 

The Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) in Ja-

maica says it has been the subject of a cyberattack. 

The OPM says a team of cybersecurity experts 

from the Cyber Incident Response Team (Ja-CIRT) 

and the Major Organised Crime and Anti-Corruption 

Agency (MOCA), is assessing the extent of the at-

tack. 

The OPM is seeking to assure the public that all 

efforts are being made to protect the personal infor-

mation of its staff and stakeholders. The OPM said it 

takes the security of its systems and data very seri-

ously and is working diligently to address the situa-

tion. 

The OPM also said the Government’s operations 

have not been affected by this incident. 

 

Caribbean leaders discuss  
cybersecurity with OAS 

The Organization of American States (OAS) 

says it has collaborated with the California-based 

Cisco Systems, Inc. in conducting the second Re-

gional Meeting of the Cybersecurity Innovations 

Councils (CICs) in which participants from the pub-

lic and private sectors, civil society, and academia 

from the Americas, including the Caribbean, dis-

cussed the promotion of innovation, awareness-rais-

ing among citizens and dissemination of best 

practices in cybersecurity. 

Cisco Systems, Inc., commonly known as Cisco, 

is a multinational digital communications technology 

conglomerate headquartered in San Jose, California. 

On Friday, the OAS said   the two-day meeting, 

held at its headquarters, consisted of a series of pan-

els and keynote talks where experts discussed the 

state of cybersecurity in the region and how to work 

collaboratively to improve the capacities of member 

states in terms of cybersecurity. 

“Representatives from the private sector and the 

implementation community, shared their experiences 

with the aim of finding synergies among multiple 

stakeholders to help countries prevent, respond to, 

and recover from cyberattacks,” said the OAS. 

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

T&T Communications firm hit by data breach

Strike action in Suriname



On Saturday, scores of Jamaicans took part in a 

‘March for Palestine,’ in protest of the ongoing war be-

tween Israel and Hamas. 

The protest, which was organized by the Left Al-

liance for National Democracy and Socialism 

(LANDS) movement in Jamaica, was held in down-

town Kingston to show solidarity with the state and 

people of Palestine. 

LANDS also had specific requests from the Ja-

maican government including that they disclose state 

deals with Israel, an official condemnation of Israel’s 

actions, to cut diplomatic ties with Israel, and to offi-

cially recognize the state of Palestine. 

The Jamaican government has come under fire re-

cently for its absence from the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) vote which called for a resolution. 

A total of 120 countries voted in favor of the non-

binding resolution which called for the “humanitarian 

truce” in Gaza. Some 12 CARICOM states, including 

Trinidad, Barbados, Antigua, Bahamas, and St. Lucia 

voted in favor. Haiti abstained, while Jamaica did not 

cast a vote. 

But Minister of Foreign Affairs Kamina Johnson-

Smith later said Jamaica wants a ‘peaceful resolution’ 

to the war, despite not casting a vote. 

Saturday’s march is just one of hundreds that have 

taken place across the globe to show solidarity with 

Palestine and demand an end to the war. 

The armed conflict between Hamas-led Palestin-

ian militant groups and Israeli military forces began on 

October 7 with a Hamas attack on southern Israel that 

killed 1,400 Israelis and took 200 others hostage in a 

single day. 

Israeli military forces retaliated with extensive 

strikes against targets in the Gaza Strip. The death toll 

from Israeli bombardments in the Gaza Strip has risen 

to 9,500, with well over half of them women and chil-

dren. UNICEF described the war as a “graveyard” for 

children. Human rights groups have said Israel is col-

lectively punishing Palestinians for “the actions of a 

few.” 

President of the People’s National 

Party, Jamaica’s opposition party, Mark 

Golding, and spokesperson on Foreign 

Affairs Lisa Hanna have called for the 

resignation of Foreign Affairs Minister 

Kamina Johnson Smith following Ja-

maica’s absence from a United Nation’s 

vote which called for a “humanitarian 

truce” in the Gaza Strip. 

In a recent radio interview, Hanna 

questioned why the government “contin-

ues to hide behind a cloak of mystery” 

in relation to the ongoing war between 

Israel and Hamas, where some 10,000 

Palestinians have been killed. 

“This particular resolution was just 

asking for something very simple – pro-

tect the human rights and legality; give 

the humanitarian ceasefire to help the 

people during this very difficult time. 

And we did not vote for it. We were 

missing,” she said. 

“I don’t know how you can have 

that on your hands. And quite frankly, I 

think the minister needs to perhaps do 

the honorable thing. If you can miss 

such a serious vote, perhaps you no 

longer need to be the Minister of For-

eign Affairs and Foreign Trade. I am 

calling on her to resign over this,”  

Hanna declared. 

Her sentiments were echoed by the 

party leader Golding on Sunday, who 

called Jamaica’s no-show at the UNGA 

vote “a disgrace.” 

“Over 3,000 children have died in 

Palestine because of the bombing and 

the blockade and the withholding of 

basic necessities of life from the people, 

and the Jamaican government refused to 

vote on that in accordance with what 

CARICOM decided to do [as well as] 

the vast majority of countries in the 

world. 

“I say it is a disgrace, and Comrade 

Lisa Hanna has called for the resignation 

of the minister of foreign affairs for what 

has happened in this instance, and I say, 

‘time come’ for that too,” Golding said 

during a PNP meeting. 

On October 27, a total of 120 coun-

tries voted in favor of the non-binding 

United Nations resolution which called 

for a “humanitarian truce” in Gaza. 

Some 12 CARICOM states, includ-

ing Trinidad, Barbados, Antigua, Ba-

hamas, and St. Lucia voted in favor. 

Haiti abstained, while Jamaica did not 

cast a vote. 

Following backlash from Ja-

maicans locally and overseas, as well as 

other global citizens, Minister Kamina 

Johnson-Smith clarified that a technical 

cross in communication led to Jamaica’s 

representative not voting. She said Ja-

maica wants a ‘peaceful resolution’ to 

the war, despite not casting a vote. 

Countries and humanitarian groups 

around the world have marched in 

protest of the Israeli attacks and called 

for an immediate ceasefire.
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Golding, Hanna call for resignation 
of JA Foreign Minister over Gaza

Lisa Hanna and Mark Golding

Jamaicans march in support of Palestine

A scene from Saturday’s protest march in Jamaica



In a concerted effort to combat lot-

tery scamming, Jamaican law enforce-

ment agencies have detained over 80 

suspects through focused initiatives this 

year.  

These operations have not only 

disrupted the scamming activities but 

have also led to the confiscation of var-

ious items associated with the illicit 

practice. 

Reports are that the assertive ac-

tions in regions such as St. James and 

Westmoreland have made a significant 

impact on local crime figures.  

Assistant Commissioner Clifford 

Chambers shared with Radio Jamaica 

News that St. James, in particular, has 

observed a notable reduction in major 

criminal activity, with a decrease of 18 

per cent compared to the previous 

year’s data.  

This downtrend encompasses a 7 

per cent reduction in murder rates and a 

9 percent decrease in shooting inci-

dents. 

Chambers said that Westmoreland 

mirrors this trend with a sharp decline 

in violent crimes. The area has wit-

nessed a considerable decrease in mur-

ders and a similar reduction in shoot-

ings by 9 per cent. 

The ripple effect of the targeted 

operations against lottery scamming ex-

tends beyond the immediate arrests.  

Assistant Commissioner Clifford 

Chambers highlighted an 11 per cent 

overall reduction in major crimes 

within the Area One Police Division. 

 This equates to over 107 fewer in-

cidents than what was reported in the 

preceding year, signaling a significant 

breakthrough in law enforcement ef-

forts. These results mark a stark con-

trast to the previous year’s figures, 

where 68 individuals were apprehended 

for lottery scamming. 
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T&T students welcome chance at  
studying at US, Canadian schools

“We want our students to be able to 

dream big and see the opportunities they 

have for the future.” 

This from teachers who brought 

students to the 20th annual College Fair 

at Hilton hotel in Trinidad on Saturday. 

The event was jointly hosted by the 

US Embassy and the Canadian High 

Commission ends today. 

There were 22 schools present 

from the US and 32 from Canada. And 

estimated 8,000 people were expected to 

visit the fair. 

Speaking to reporters, Malabar 

Secondary teacher Antonia Wall said she 

wanted her students to get the opportu-

nities she did after attending the college 

fair in 1995. 

“It was because of that fair I at-

tended a university in Florida. That’s 

where I met my school and the spark 

flew. The community they came from is 

a rough area and we wanted to stir in 

them the desire to dream big, expect 

more. So I believe by taking students to 

a college fair, just like it did for me, it 

will stir that on the inside for them.” 

She said they had received dona-

tions for transportation and snack boxes, 

and she was grateful to those who gave 

the students the opportunity to have a 

brighter future. 

Fyzabad Composite School teacher 

Raeshad Ali said he brought 20 of his 

form five and six students. 

“I brought my students to the Col-

lege Fair because I thought it would be 

a great opportunity for them to get to 

know other universities and pro-

grammes they offer, that could align to 

the areas they want to do in the future.” 

The students present said they were 

there to get information on various top-

ics. One girl said she was interested in 

computer science and wanted to find out 

what programmes were being offered, 

and what the requirements were. A boy 

said he was interested in engineering, 

and had attended the fair in 2022 as well 

to see what options were available. An-

other girl said she was there to expose 

herself to opportunities outside of TT. 

Chelsea James, 16, from Malabar 

Secondary said the students were inter-

ested in seeing what the colleges in the 

two countries were like. 

“We want to find out about the dif-

ferent types of colleges, and to see what 

we could learn about how to get into 

those colleges. I want to get into more 

material types of colleges, on the coasts, 

because I want to get into the Coast 

Guard.” 

One student said he wanted to 

study psychology outside of TT and 

hoped to come back to do something to 

help the country, although he wasn’t ex-

actly sure what that would be. Another 

said he had completed his undergraduate 

degree in physics at UWI, and wanted 

to do postgraduate work abroad. He said 

he came to the college fair for informa-

tion he couldn’t find on the websites of 

the colleges he was interested in. 

Fifteen-year-old Zadie Pascall said 

she was still in form three and came to 

get an insight into what the process was 

like. 

“I’d like to see what colleges there 

are and to get an idea for my future. I’m 

looking at the medical field, I’m doing 

chemistry, physics and biology, the sci-

ences.” 

Presentation College student 

Matthew Indardao said he wanted to 

learn what scholarships were available 

and what testing scores he needed to get 

into them. He was interested in com-

puter science and wanted to go to uni-

versity in Texas. 

US Ambassador Candace A Bond 

said informational sessions on how to 

apply to schools and how to fund entry, 

among others, would be available on the 

embassy’s website. 

“It’s a great opportunity to learn 

about studying abroad. Coming to study 

in the US makes sense as you have 

shared cultural ties, history, you are na-

tive English speakers, and the rigour of 

the TT educational system prepares stu-

dents to be able to study in the US. The 

colleges here are of all types, from com-

munity colleges to research institutions. 

“The fact that you have invested in 

the educational system here for so long 

means you have some great students 

who are competitive for the US higher 

educational system.” 

Canadian High Commissioner Arif 

Keshani echoed Bond’s statements, say-

ing it was no secret that students from 

TT are truly high-calibre. 

 

Canadian High Commissioner Arif Keshani (l) at the College Fair in Trinidad

80 arrested in lottery scam crackdownin Jamaica



Trinidad business  groups on Mon-

day asked why the Bank of Jamaica 

(BOJ) took a decision last Friday to 

temporarily suspend the exchange of 

TT dollars at its banking counter. 

In a statement on November 3, the 

BOJ announced the temporary suspen-

sion would take effect from Monday. 

The BOJ said it was owing to a re-

view of the existing arrangement for the 

repatriation of TT dollars. 

The suspension will remain in ef-

fect until further notice. 

The bank advised people seeking 

to exchange TT dollars to take note of 

the development and plan their cur-

rency exchange accordingly. 

In an further statement on Monday, 

the BOJ said the temporary suspension 

was owing to the fact that the TT Cen-

tral Bank "to which this currency is 

repatriated, has suspended arrangement 

for the repatriation of TT dollars until 

further advised." 

The BOJ promised to advise of 

any further developments. 

T&T Central Bank officials were 

unavailable for comment on Monday. 

Greater San Fernando Chamber of 

Commerce president Kiran Singh said 

the development came as a surprise to 

the business community. 

"This decision, regardless of how 

temporary, can have an immediate neg-

ative impact on confidence in the TT 

dollar." 

Singh said, "Although significant 

trade payments are made in US dollars, 

if reasons are not forthcoming as to 

why such a decision was taken, it can 

have further deleterious effects on our 

economy." 

He added, "Clarification should be 

sought at the inter-governmental levels 

on why such a sudden decision was im-

plemented." 

In a statement, the TT Chamber of 

Industry and Commerce said the matter 

needed "further explanation and clarifi-

cation." 

While it did not have sufficient in-

formation on the matter, the chamber 

was certain that Government would 

contact its counterparts in Jamaica to 

resolve the matter. 

The chamber respected the deci-

sion of the BOJ as the Jamaican gov-

ernment's banker and financial agent. 

In a statement, the Confederation 

of Regional Business Chambers 

(CRBC) also called for clarification on 

the matter. 

The CRBC wondered if the tempo-

rary suspension was owing to a large 

number of local businesses attempting 

to purchase US dollars, by using TT 

dollars to purchase Jamaica dollars at a 

competitive rate "since this currency is 

in free float." 

The CRBC was concerned whether 

the development could have implica-

tions for Caricom intra-regional trade 

and the workings of the Caricom Single 

Market and Economy (CSME). 

CRBC president Vivek Charan 

said, "I am hoping the decision by the 

BOJ does not affect our trading rela-

tions with Jamaica nor the balance of 

Caricom as a whole." 

He suggested that the Prime Min-

ister and Finance Minister Colm Imbert 

hold bilateral talks with their Jamaican 

government counterparts to find "an 

immediate amicable solution to resolve 

this problem."
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T&T MINISTER of Trade and In-

dustry Paula Gopee-Scoon led a delega-

tion to Guyana for the second 

AfriCaribbean Trade and Investment 

Forum, in Georgetown, Guyana. 

The trade minister met with execu-

tives of Afrieximbank on the bank’s 

work in the region and potential oppor-

tunities for collaboration in the future. 

The visit and the participation in the 

forum were part of Trinidad and To-

bago’s efforts to explore trade opportu-

nities for trade with Africa. 

During the meeting with Afriexim-

bank, exploratory discussions on poten-

tial trade and investment opportunities 

were held with Dr Amany Asfour, presi-

dent of the Africa Business Council and 

CEO of Evergreen Egypt United, on fish 

farming, processing and trade. 

At the forum, Guyanese president 

Dr Irfaan Ali highlighted its importance 

as a space for the two regions to discuss 

solutions to the challenge of integrating 

and trading. He said regional govern-

ments were ready to facilitate and chal-

lenged the private sector to come 

together to unblock the problem of trans-

port between regions. 

Barbadian Prime Minister Mia 

Mottley and St Lucian Prime Minister 

Philip J Pierre both said there were many 

benefits that would come out of deeper 

collaboration between the regions, and 

Dr Carla Natalie Barnett, Secretary-Gen-

eral of the Caricom Secretariat, said 

while trade is a mere US$500 million, 

she was encouraged by the many ITC 

studies which demonstrated significant 

potential for trade on both sides.

Caricom agrees to start  
exploring trade with Africa

T&T Minister of Trade Paula Gopee-Scoon

Answers sought after JA stops trading in TT$

The Bank of Jamaica: suspended trading in TT dollars until further notice



Trinidad and Tobago and West In-

dies star spinner Sunil Narine announced 

his retirement from international cricket 

on Sunday. 

In an Instagram post, Narine, 35, 

brought to an end his decorated interna-

tional career with West Indies, which 

spanned eight year. 

The right-arm, mystery spinner also 

confirmed that the ongoing CG United 

Super50 Cup will be his last for TT as he 

continues to expand his lucrative T20 

franchise career across the globe. 

“I appreciate it has been over four 

years since I last played for West Indies, 

but today I am announcing my retire-

ment from international cricket,” Narine 

wrote in his post. 

“Publicly I am a man of few words 

but privately there are a few people who 

have given me unwavering support 

throughout my career and helped me re-

alise my dream of representing West In-

dies and to you I express my deepest 

gratitude.” 

He last played for WI in a T20 in-

ternational in August 2019. Narine made 

his debut in a One-Day International 

match in December 2011and went on to 

represent the Windies in 122 interna-

tional matches, which included six Tests, 

65 ODIs and 51 T20s. 

Altogether, he has 165 (21 Test, 92 

ODIs and 52 T20Is) international wick-

ets for the maroon. His last Test was in 

2013 while he had not played an ODI 

after 2016. Narine helped West Indies to 

their first T20 World Cup title in 2012, a 

first World Cup win across formats since 

1979. In that competition, Narine 

scalped nine wickets. 

Domestically, he played for 

Queen’s Park Cricket Club. Narine also 

has 65 first class wickets, 182 List A 

scalps and 525 T20 wickets to his name. 

Reflecting on his illustrious career, 

the Knights Riders’s franchise represen-

tative thanked his family, and in particu-

lar, his father, the late Shadeed Narine, 

for inspiring and encouraging him to 

keep striving for excellence in the gen-

tleman’s game. 

“There are a few people who have 

given me unwavering support through-

out my career and helped me realise my 

dream of representing West Indies and to 

you, I express my deepest gratitude,” he 

added. 
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West Indies spinner Sunil Narine 
announces international retirement

Opportunity in Financial Planning, 
Marketing, Sales and Investments. 

 New and growing company seeking people interesting in 

starting their own business full time or part time.  

Free training, coaching and mentoring. 
Business presentations Saturdays from 10:00 am to 11:00 am. 

Unit 14, 151 Superior Blvd. Mississauga, Ont. L5T – 2L1. 

Please call for an appointment.  
Daily office hours 9:00 am to 8:00 pm. 

Balbir Bahadursingh. 416 953 6785  
balbir.bahadursingh0@gmail.com

Sunil Narine: ends decorated career with West Indies
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My travel professional  
was right

905-279-2300  |  travel1111@marlintravel.ca

This is the  
beach I was  
looking for  
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THE NAME OF YOUR BUSINESS HERE 
Let Progress Continue. Give your clients this gift of a Guyana calendar for the holidays. 

EqualityGroup@rogers.Com  + 1 647 216 2359 ( Marie) Guyana Bhaskar  592- 669--5800 
http://WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA 

ONE GUYANA NOW - 2024 CALENDAR
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