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CEO Trevor Sadler of InterCaribbean Airlines, met
with Equality Publisher Bhaskar Sharma in Barbados
earlier this week to introduce his airline to Equality’s
readers. InterCaribbean serves The Bahamas, Haiti,
British Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, St Lucia, Barba-
dos, St Vincent, Antigua and Guyana.

AUSTRALIAN SUPPORT: President Dr Irfaan Ali on Tuesday accepted the Letters of Credence from
the new High Commissioner of the Commonwealth of Australia to Guyana, Sonya Koppe. He told the
High Commissioner that Guyana is aligned with many of the policies and programmes that Australia
promotes and called for stronger cooperation between the two nations. The President also stated that
Guyana is undergoing a period of transformation and is building an ecosystem to support the country’s
quest to become a global leader in climate, energy and food security. Ali said his government is mo-
bilising support for the country’s standing forest and will ensure that the forest plays a central role in
climate change mitigation. Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Hugh Todd and
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry, Ambassador Elisabeth Harper were also at the event.
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Hemsley Fraser is a Learning and Development provider.

We craft innovative learning strategies
to drive a future-of-work mindset for:

Barbados Minister of Tourism Dr. lan Edgehill greets our
Publisher Bhaskar Sharma, who is in Barbados for the the
Tourism Conference. Dr. Edgehill, who is no stranger to
Equality North American readers, said the 15,000 rooms
of Barbados are open to the world. More in Equality in
coming weeks.

Vishal Sharma

Personal Injury Lawyer

24]/7 Direct Line 647-972-4440
sharma@vsharmalaw.ca. www.vsharmalaw.ca

Learner Centricity — Performance Measurement and Analytics —
Modern Learning Ecosystem that Reinforces the
Desired Learning Experience

MODERNIZE YOUR LEARNING STRATEGY IN 2023.
Contact Rita Sookrit
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VIHAL SHARMA

Personal Injury Lawyer
NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent
you. When you’re looking for the best possible re-
sult, you need an attorney who knows every detail

about you and your case. Sharma Law takes the
time to get to know each and every client, so we're
in the best position to represent you and your family
when it matters most. Backed by proven results and
experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court,
Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.

Injury Claims

Motor Vehicle Accident Claims, At-
Fault Accident Claims, Not At-Fault
Accident Claims, Catastrophic In-
jury Claims, Slip and Falls, Trip
and Falls, Dog Bites, Long Term
Disability and Short Term Disabil-

ity.

Personal Injury

Injuries caused by the negligence
of others can be physically, emo-
tionally, and financially devastating
for victims and their families. If
you've been injured, you need a
personal injury lawyer who knows
how to fight for the compensation
you deserve.

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU
We are committed to achieving successful results for every client
and case. We accomplish this by providing exceptional legal advice
and strategies based on a thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes. FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM RE-
VIEW. CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE REVIEWS

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere
in Ontario. Video Conference and Office meetings available.
24/7 Direct Line 647-972-4440
sharma@vsharmalaw.ca
www.vsharmalaw.ca
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Training for Extension Officers at Agri Ministry

Guyana’s Ministry of Agriculture on
Tuesday held the first session for its new
extension system programme. The exercise
which was held at the Zara Computer
Training Center under the theme Delivering
Extension Services in the New Dispensa-
tion, was developed in an effort to deliver
improved extension services to farmers
across the country.

Approximately 250 agriculture exten-
sion officers from all ten administrative re-
gions will, over the next new weeks, be
exposed to various techniques aimed at re-
vamping the way services are delivered to
farmers as the government works to facili-
tate an increase in the production of both
traditional and non-traditional commodi-
ties.

Agriculture Minister, Honourable Zul-
fikar Mustapha while offering remarks said
that extension officers serve as the primary
link between the policymakers and the
farmers, and as such, extension services
should be delivered in a way that the gov-
ernment’s policies and vision for the sector
can be achieved.

He stated that following his engage-
ments with farmers across the country and
extension staff, it became evident that the
ministry’s extension arm needed revamping
as part of the regional food security agenda.

“The policies of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, which are guided by the govern-
ment will help us to ensure this sector is
developed into a robust sector. As critical
players in this sector, we are obligated to
ensure we achieve and maintain food secu-

rity in Guyana, while playing a leading role
in the Regional food security efforts. As a
government, one of our main objectives is
to improve and increase outputs in the agri-
culture sector. Therefore, we need our ex-
tension officers to be more aggressive,
responsive, reorganized, and result-orien-
tated,” he noted.

He further stated that given Guyana’s
potential to become a lead exporter of both
fresh and processed agricultural products,
investments are being made to improve
transportation, logistics, food standards,
and traceability within the agriculture sec-
tor.

“Being cognizant of accelerating agri-
culture production and boosting intra-re-
gional trade, the Government of Guyana is
creating an enabling environment that will
strengthen the agri-food system. As such,
there has been an increase in both public
and private investment in the agriculture
sector. In light of the policy direction, it is
necessary that the agricultural extension
system be restructured to accommodate the
expansion of agriculture production,” he
said.

Minister Mustapha also said for sus-
tainable growth to take place within the
sector, certain systems needed to be imple-
mented. While underscoring the importance
of integrating technology and updated agri-
cultural techniques into daily agricultural
operations, Minister Mustapha said that
having regional leaders with the ability to
drive innovation and productivity in the
sector was critical.

Agriculture Minister Zulkifar Mustapha

“For continued growth in the agricul-
ture sector, we need a robust and coordi-
nated extension and advisory services
system that is accessible to all farmers and
rural families. This system should be
equipped with the latest technologies and
knowledge to ensure that farmers are aware
of the best practices and methods to en-
hance their productivity and profitability.
There should be a focus on educating farm-
ers and rural families on the importance of
adopting sustainable agricultural practices
and the most cost-effective techniques.
Most importantly, however, we need to cre-

ate regional leaders in agriculture who will
drive innovation, efficiency, and productiv-
ity in the sector,” he noted.

Over the last few months, the ministry
has developed a Regional Plan for Agricul-
ture Transformation in each Region, which
will guide the efforts to support the devel-
opment of the sector.

Furthermore, boundaries for the 31
Extension Districts within the ten regions
have since been established as well as a
standardized reporting format for all Re-
gions to improve data management and
analysis capabilities.

The new system which is expected to
go into effect as early as June, will see ex-
tension officers being multi-functional and
equipped with the skillset to address issues
relating to every aspect of the sector.

Earlier this year, Minister Mustapha
met with the regional agriculture coordina-
tors to discuss the government’s plan to re-
vamp and restructure the extension arm of
the ministry.

Officers from the Guyana Livestock
Development Authority (GLDA), Guyana
Rice Development Board (GRDB), Na-
tional Agriculture Research and Extension
Institute (NAREI), New Guyana Marketing
Corporation (New GMC), the Fisheries De-
partment and other agencies under the min-
istry’s umbrella will, during the course of
the day and in the coming weeks, be given
extensive training in keeping with the gov-
ernment’s goal of delivering better services
to farmers across the country.
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Dreamron Semi-Permanent Eco Hair Color
is the newest innovation that is specially
formulated for the people who are allergic
to normal oxidative hair colorants which
contain PPD & Ammonia. This is a gentle
blend of unique herbal powders with HC
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Pranajeewa

Pranajeewa is a traditional herbal medicine that has
passed down from generation to generation. It is over 200
years old and is a proven cure for many kinds of diseases
including Heart disease, Diabetes, hypertension, Cholesterol
and Cancer. Sethsuwa Pranajeewa’s miraculous properties
has made it the ideal cure for a multitude of other ailments
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NANOCAL isa supplement that has been
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Turmeric & Sandalwood Day Cream Whiter and
Beautiful Skin.Protects the skin year round from the
elements Prevents pimples and acne Removes
blemishes and evens skin tone. Brightens skin Works

Day Cream

as an antiseptic.
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HAIR LOTION provides effective and fast
therapy for hair loss and its treatment
ensures excellent therapeutic results.
Recommended as a treatment for hair
loss, hair regeneration, dandruff,
alopecia, baldness, fragile and dry hair.
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Montreal’s Carifiesta Carnival on
the rocks after City denies permit

By Nishad Sharma
LJI REPORTER
Montreal’s answer to Toronto
Caribbean Carnival (Caribana) may be
on the rocks, after the city refused to
issue a permit to stage the annual Carifi-
esta Parade.

Mon-
treal’s decision comes as a shock since,

According to organizers,

according to them, they filed their permit
application well before the deadline ear-
lier this year.

“If there was something missing, it
would’ve been nice to know,” said
of the
Caribbean Cultural Festivities Associa-

Everiste Blaize, president
tion (CCFA), which organizes the event.

“Nobody contacted us to say this
was missing or that was missing. It was
simply a letter I received after our appli-
cation. That’s it.”

Blaize says without the permit, they
won’t get more than $30,000 in funding,
about 80 per cent of the operating cost.

“For example, the no parking signs
is usually about $15,000, which is half
our budget,” he said, adding that much
of the rest pays for security.

Revellers on the streets of Montreal during a past Carifiesta parade

In a statement, the City of Montreal
says last year it changed its support pro-
grams for festivals and cultural events
and that the Carifiesta promoter was in-
vited to submit a project under the Pro-
gramme de soutien aux festivals et
événements culturels (PSFEC) — Part II1.

“The city says the promoter was
notified of these changes and contacted
him several times to support him in sub-

mitting his project,” the statement reads.
“The promoter did not respond to the
city’s support offer.

“The City of Montreal grants fund-
ing to organizations likely to be able to
deploy an event in a viable manner ac-
cording to realistic budget projections
and a history of good governance. The
Carifiesta project, as presented, was not
deemed viable in 2023, not to mention

that the issues experienced in 2022 were
not addressed by the promoter.”

The statement goes on to say that
90 eligible projects under the PSFEC in
2023 will get funding, including Fes-
tiThéatreCréole / FestiTeyatKreyol, Fes-
tival Haiti en Folie, Mizik Kreyol
International Festival of Montreal and A
Taste of the Caribbean Festival.

Those who usually participate in
the parade say they’re sad they may not
get to participate this year and that to
lose the parade, a staple in the city,
would be a huge blow.

“I thought about what does this
mean, how do we move forward from
there?” said Melika Forde, president of
the West-Can Folk Performing Com-
pany. “What can we as a community
do?”

Brian Smith, who has always sup-
ported the parade, agrees.

“It is very, very important to know
exactly what took place and what can be
remedied for that,” he said.

Blaize said he is hoping to hear
from city authorities about why the Car-
ifiesta project was rejected.

Central Bank wants your opinion on a Digital Loonie

The Bank of Canada wants to know
what Canadians think about the possibility
of a digital loonie.

Consultations on what Canadians
would like to have included in a digital
currency are open online from May 8§ until
June 19, the Bank of Canada said Monday.

The central bank notes, however, that
the decision to launch a digital version of
the Canadian dollar remains in the hands of
Parliament and physical coins and ban-
knotes aren’t going anywhere.

Compared to private cryptocurrencies
like Bitcoin, which can sometimes fluctu-
ate in value like a stock, a digital currency
backed by the central bank would not be
subject to the same level of volatility — it
would always retain the same value as a
Canadian dollar.

The central bank wants to know how
Canadians would use a hypothetical digital
currency, as well as any concerns they have
about security and accessibility.

While the Bank reassured Canadians
in its announcement that physical ban-
knotes will always be available to those
who want them, it said in a release Monday

there could be a future where cash transac-
tions are not common in day-to-day bank-
ing, which could inadvertently exclude
some from the financial system.

BOOST YOUR
BUSINESS

Advertise with us

There is currently no need for a digi-
tal currency in Canada, the central bank
said in the release.

But it added that if other central
banks or private organizations eventually
adopt their own digital currencies — China
and India are two such countries that have
already taken the step — falling behind
could be a risk to Canada’s economy and
the stability of the financial system.

“As Canada’s central bank, we want
to make sure everyone can always take part
in our country’s economy,” Carolyn
Rogers, senior deputy governor at the cen-
tral bank, said in a statement. “That means
being ready for whatever the future holds.”

The Bank of Canada has been study-
ing the possibility of issuing its own digital
currency for much of the past decade, but
the concept has garnered lots of attention
within the government and political circles
in the past few years.

Briefing notes prepared for Chrystia
Freeland in January 2021 show public ser-
vants warned the federal finance minister
about “wide-reaching implications for the
economy” if the Bank of Canada adopted a
digital currency, according to documents
obtained by The Canadian Press.

Federal Conservative Leader Pierre
Poilievre said in April of last year — be-
fore taking the reins of the party — that he
would stop any plans for a digital currency
if he became prime minister, arguing they
were mechanisms that should be left to fi-
nancial markets.

Poilievre also sparked controversy
around cryptocurrency when he was cam-
paigning for the party leadership last
spring, branding the technology as a way
for Canadians to “opt out of inflation.”
Rogers refuted that claim in an appearance
at the House of Commons’ finance com-
mittee in April 2022.

On TikTok: Raul’s Jewellery (Number

1 for Guyana Jewellery on TikTok
Mocha, East Bank Demerara
Phone number/WhatsApp:
+592-644-0543

Raul Anthony De Souza
592.644.0543 ¢
rauldesouza884@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Relevance of the Crown

The pomp and ceremony, not to
mention expense, of Charles’ ascension
to the Crown in Britain on Saturday,
have once again ignited the debate over
the relevance of Monarchy in many of
the countries where he is recognized as
Kiing and Head of State.

Among them is Canada, as well as
s]everal Caribbean nations that include
Jamaica, St Kitts-Nevis and St Vincent
and the Grenadines.

The relevance of a constitutional
monarchy in such countries has been
questioned for decades.

i In Canada, a debate over this has
been raging since the 1960s, when the
emergence of Quebec nationalism, and
the evolution of Canadian nationalism
brought the cultural role and relevance
of the monarchy into the public dis-
course.

i Of course, Canadians of that era
who were mostly European immigrants
wholeheartedly supported then then
Queen Elizabeth II as Head of State,
and wanted the country to remain a
constitutional Monarchy.

This was largely at odds with the
country’s indigenous population, which
had tenuous relations with the Crown
at best, understandably so over their
stolen lands and attempts at eliminating

Dear Editor,

their culture and beliefs through the
dreadful Residential School System,
with complicity from the church.

To appease the natives, the Crown
established agreements that include
King George I1I's Royal Proclamation
of 1763. While not a treaty, it is re-
garded by First Nations as their Magna
Carta or "Indian Bill of Rights",which
remains a part of the Canadian consti-
tution.

The proclamation set parts of the
King's North American realm aside for
colonists and reserved others for the
First Nations, thereby affirming native
title to their lands and making clear
that, though under the sovereignty of
the Crown, the Aboriginal bands were
autonomous political units in a "nation-
to-nation" association with non-native
governments, with the monarch as the
intermediary.

Today, however, First Nations
leaders have raised concerns about
what they see as a crumbling relation-
ship between their people and the
Crown, fueled by the failure of the fed-
eral and provincial cabinets to resolve
land claim disputes and to secure an of-
ficial apology for the horror of the resi-
dential school system.

Elizabeth II, for her part, tried to

calm waters. On Canada's first Na-
tional Day for Truth and
Reconciliation on September 30, 2021,
the Queen said she "joins with all
Canadians ... to reflect on the painful
history that Indigenous peoples en-
dured in residential schools in Canada,
and on the work that remains to heal
and to continue to build an inclusive
society."

It must also be noted that part of
Canada’s delegation to Charles III’s
coronation included several indigenous
leaders. Whether that was a sign of ac-
ceptance, or a sign of hope that better
will soon some, is unknown.

Meanwhile, in the Caribbean, the
far less complicated relationship be-
tween the Crown and its territories is
under fire. Jamaica’s Prime Minister
Andrew Holness has vowed to make
his island a republic by 2025, follow-
ing Barbados which did exactly that
last year.

St Vincent and St Kitts are also
planning to follow suit.

And it’s about time, given that
much of the wealth on show at Satur-
days coronation in London was stolen
from Britain’s territories in the West
Indies as well as India and Africa (the
latter two accounting for many of the

Reflection On Arrival Day

The twists and turns traversed during that phase.

' “Accept the unedited past without any change”

I So little or so much lie in the past,

People and performances perfected with a blast.

In the wink of an eye, it went fast,

1 To leave us in a conditional overcast.

Try not to tamper or rearrange.

Those days and nights will not change,

All’s written down along the range,

Now, everything seems a little strange.

Shun not memories that cannot be forgotten,

What in black and white, are already written.

Bitter or sweet, events harden, soften or smitten,
' Issues viewed as uncomfortable and rotten.

History will be read but cannot be edited,
A real life lived and scripted, not animated.
If worthy and hearty, it may be imitated,

Others find interested, otherwise, wasted.

Words spoken and gone, cannot now erase,

glittering gems that adorn the crown),
and countries like Canada continue to
pay to support the Monarchy -- report-
edly $59 million annually -- for little in
return. (These fees go to the Governor
General, who represents the Crown in
Canada.)

So perhaps it is time to ask: is the
Monarch really relevant to this coun-
try?

The Canada that continued to em-
brace the Crown in the 1960s is a
vastly different one today. Many Cana-
dians are now people who have en-
dured the horrors of British
imperialism in their previous home-
lands, the theft of natural resources and
brutality at the hands of British planta-
tion owners.

The British Crown is a symbol of
treachery and theft, and not one of
which we can be proud.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, a
self-proclaimed Monarchist, has said
that the monarchy’s role in Canada is
not open for debate. But we must re-
mind Mr Trudeau that he is not a
Royal, and as such does not dictate to
the people but is answerable to them

We think it is time it should be
open for debate and a referendum.

Now, a present and future summon a case,
Contingent on a foundation with a proven base.

Seasons upon seasons adept with reasons accept,

What many moons kept with an individual concept.
The passage of time swept the flowing tide to intercept,
When man wept but nature perseveres to its precept.

Yours sincerely,
Jai Lall

Send us your letters

Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have
an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit
your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com.

Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-
sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-
formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the
writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.
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City to consider proposal to rename

Yonge-Dundas to Lightfoot Square

By Niraj Sharma
LJI REPORTER

The generic name for the popular
downtown venue, Yonge-Dundas
Square, could soon bear the name of leg-
endary Canadian musician Gordon
Lightfoot, who died last week.

The name change has been
floatded before Toronto City Council to
honour Lightfoot, a world-renowned
musician who never left Toronto for
brighter lights like LA or New York, like
so many of his compatriots.

And the name change proposal
comes at a time when the City has to
change the Yonge-Dundas designation,
as it has already decided to remove the
name of Henry Dundas from Toronto
because of his links to slavery.

One of the people who created
Yonge-Dundas Square is the man be-
hind the name change proposal: Arron
Barberian, owner of Barberian’s Steak-
house, located near Yonge and Elm
streets.

He has sent a letter to the mayor’s
office asking if city council would con-
sider renaming the square after Light-
foot.

“No person performed more con-

Gordon Lightfoot

certs within two blocks of Yonge-Dun-
das Square than Gordon Lightfoot,”
Barberian said.

“Nobody embodies this neighbor-
hood like him.”

In the 1960s and 1970s Lightfoot
performed countless times at the taverns
that used to be in the Yonge and Dundas
area, including more than 170 concerts

at the iconic Massey Hall — more than
any other performer by far.

Barberian — alongside Bobby Sni-
derman, owner of The Senator Restau-
rant and son of Sam Sniderman, founder
of the record shop chain Sam the Record
Man — came up with the plan to create a
public space to hold concerts and events
for the community.

“[We] conceived a redevelopment
for the Yonge and Dundas area, and the
centerpiece was this private-public part-
nership space at the corner of Yonge and
Dundas where we could do music and
events and everything,” Barberian said.

“It was my idea 30 years ago to
build it and as we went forward with
it...but the name Yonge-Dundas Square
was just a placeholder. We always knew
there was a name coming.”

When former Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau died, the idea was floated
to rename the square after him, but he
had no real connection to the area, Bar-
berian said.

And after many years of waiting,
Barberian says that naming the square
after Lightfoot, who meant so much to
the community around it, is the best way
to honour his memory.

“I believe, and I think many will

believe, that Yonge-Dundas [Square] fi-
nally has its name,” he said.

Barberian’s idea has largely been
well received on social media, and
Deputy Mayor Jennifer McKelvie said
that she welcomes Barberian’s sugges-
tion.

“I am hopeful that we can find an
appropriate way to commemorate Gor-
don Lightfoot's life,” she said.

Toronto city council is set to con-
sider two motions brought forward last
week regarding Lightfoot at Wednes-
day’s council meeting.

One asks the city manager to report
back to council by the end of the year on
a plan for the creation of a statue hon-
ouring Lightfoot’s life. The other is to
proclaim November 17 as Gordon
Lightfoot Day in Toronto each year.

Lightfoot, though born in Orillia,
Ont., spent much of his life living in
Toronto. He cut his teeth as a performer
in the coffee shops of Yorkville, once a
folk music hotbed, and would later buy
a home in the city’s Rosedale neigh-
bourhood.

“He didn't leave. He chose Toronto.
They wanted him to move to LA and
other cities, but he chose to live in
Toronto,” Barberian said.

250 Dundas St W Mississauga, Unit 402,
L5B 1J2
Phone: (416) 548-6038
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APNU's alternative housing policy impractical |

The main Parliamentary Opposi-
tion’s chief economic advisor proposed
an alternative housing policy that the
Opposition would implement, if elected
in 2025. The proposal, according to the
advisor, is one in which persons will be
renting housing units and the owner-
ship will be transferred at an undeter-
mined future date. This means that
throughout the rental life of the prop-
erty, homeowners will not have legal
ownership of the same. Ordinarily,
when a homeowner obtains ownership
of a property by way of a land title, it
becomes their personal asset. As such,
they can choose to leverage the appre-
ciated value of the property as the prin-
cipal balance of the loan is reduced
over time, to borrow capital against the
asset for any other personal or commer-
cial purposes.

With that in mind, if the Opposi-
tion’s proposal is to be implemented,
effectively individuals/families will be
deprived of such opportunity—that is,
the opportunity to own their own prop-
erty (personal asset) and deprived of
the opportunity where ordinarily they
can leverage its value to enhance their
overall well-being and living standards
in the long-term.

This contextual comparative
analysis between Saudi Arabia and
Guyana has shown that the budget for
Saudi’s housing programme to be spent
over a twelve years period represents a
mere 5.16% of its SWF balance as of
2021. On the contrary, the cumulative
budgetary allocation towards housing
development in Guyana over another
five years represents 107% of the NRF
cumulative balance as of the end of
2022. In other words, Guyana is ex-
pending a significant portion of its oil
revenues in housing development rela-
tive to Saudi Arabia. And, most no-
tably, to be expended over a shorter
time span of five years in the case of
Guyana—as against twelve years in the
case of Saudi Arabia.

It is reasonable to conclude, there-
fore, that the Parliamentary Opposi-
tion’s alternative policies and proposals
are evidently poorly thought out, re-
searched, and analyzed. To this end, the
notion to devote more oil resources
(which does not currently exist) on
housing and other social welfare pro-
grammes—are impracticable and un-
sustainable in their current form—as
publicly articulated by the opposition’s
chief economic spokesperson.

The main Parliamentary Opposi-
tion’s chief economic advisor proposed
an alternative housing policy that the
Opposition would implement, if elected
to govern in 2025. The proposal, ac-
cording to the advisor, is one in which
persons will be renting housing units
and the ownership will be transferred at
an undetermined future date. This
means that throughout the rental life of
the property, homeowners will not have
legal ownership of the same. Ordinar-
ily, when a homeowner obtains owner-
ship of a property by way of a land
title, it becomes their personal asset. As
such, they can choose to leverage the
appreciated value of the property as the
principal balance of the loan is reduced
over time, to borrow capital against the
asset for any other personal or commer-
cial purposes.

With that in mind, if the Opposi-
tion’s proposal is to be implemented,
effectively individuals/families will be
deprived of such opportunity—that is,
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the opportunity to own their own prop-
erty (personal asset) and deprived of
the opportunity where ordinarily they
can leverage its value to enhance their
overall well-being and living standards
in the long-run. In addition, the chief
economic advisor for the Parliamentary
Opposition criticized the low-income
housing programme that the Govern-
ment is currently implementing. In so
doing, the advisor referred to a housing
programme that Saudi Arabia is cur-
rently implementing under a pro-
gramme referred to as “vision 2030”.
The opposition spokesperson con-
tended that since Guyana has more oil
per capita than Saudi Arabia, the Gov-
ernment should implement a low-in-
come housing programme similar to
that of Saudi Arabia.

This article therefore focuses on
an evaluation of the abovementioned
alternative policy and the contextual
suitability and applicability of Saudi
Arabia’s housing programme in the
Guyana context.

Saudi Arabia

Oil was first discovered in com-
mercial quantities in 1938. It took an-
other three years before the country
reached commercial production and
was producing at 500,000 barrels per
day. As of 2017, Saudi Arabia’s proven
oil reserves which is reportedly the sec-
ond largest in the world, stands at an
estimated 268 billion barrels which
would correspond to more than 70
years of production at current rates.
Cumulative production as of 2009
stood at 119.4 billion bbl. The coun-
try’s proven oil reserves per capita (per
person) is 7,882—and since it began
producing oil, the quantity of crude oil
produced as of 2009 on a per capita
basis is 3,511 barrels. Saudi Arabia
produced 10.3 million barrels per day
(Mbbl/d) in 1980 and is considered the
world’s most important swing pro-
ducer. As such, the government would
increase or decrease oil production to
maintain stable prices. This aside,
Saudi’s average daily production has
hovered around 10 Mbbl/d. Daily pro-
duction levels in 2022, for example,
was 9.9 Mbbl/d.

In 2021, the country’s GDP stood
at US$834 billion with a per capita in-
come when adjusted for purchasing
power parity (PPP) stood at US$49,386
and a population of 34 million people.

Its Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF)
balance as of the first quarter of 2022
stood at US$620 billion, and interna-
tional reserve balance stood at US$474
billion in 2021. Of note, Saudi’s GDP
per capita adjusted for PPP was equiva-
lent to 250% of the global average and
is ranked the 9th country in the world
with the highest purchasing power
index of 88 as 0f 2021 (Nombeo Qual-
ity of Life Rankingsl).

Saudi Arabia’s New Housing Pro-
gramme, Vision 2030

In 2018, the Saudi government un-
veiled a US$32 billion new housing
programme as the kingdom seeks to
boost Saudi ownership of homes from
47 percent to 70 percent by 2030. The
programme includes US$4.8 billion
loan-guarantee funding to boost access
to funding, and US$3.3 billion to sup-
port home down payments, all to be
spent through 2030. Based on a global
home affordability study done by a
British based entity, Saudi Arabia was
ranked as the world’s most affordable
country to purchase a home in 2021.

According to the study, a 100 square
meter (sqm) home costs just
US$90,775 which is equivalent to
US$908 per sqm or US$84 per sq.ft.

Guyana

Crude oil was discovered in com-
mercial quantities in 2015 and it took
another five years before commercial
production began at 120,000 barrels
per day. Guyana’s proven oil reserves
to date stands at over 11 billion bar-
rels—representing 14,102 barrels per
capita. As of the end of 2022, total oil
production stood at approximately 172
million barrels, representing 221 bar-
rels of oil produced to date per capita.

As 0of 2022, Guyana’s GDP stood
at US$14 billion with a per capita GDP
US§$18,000. As of 2021, Guyana’s GDP
per capita adjusted for PPP stood at
US$21,925 with an approximate popu-
lation of 780,000 people. By the end
2022, cumulative oil revenues (profit
oil and royalty) deposited into the Nat-
ural Resources Fund (NRF) amounted
to US$1.43 billion, and the country's
international reserve stood at US$939
million.

The argument that Guyana is
richer than Saudi Arabia in terms of the
amount of proven reserves Guyana has
on a per capita basis to justify exces-
sive spending is a politically distorted
argument based on the following:

Saudi Arabia has been an oil pro-
ducing nation for more than seventy
years whereas Guyana has only com-
menced production less than three
years ago.

The Purchasing Power Index is a
tool that assigns a value to each coun-
try based on the purchasing power of
its currency relative to other countries.
It is based on a value of 100 for the
United States. Countries with a higher
purchasing power index means that
people can afford more based on the
cost of living in relation to income. If
it is lower, the population is less
wealthy. Saudi Arabia has a purchasing
power index of 88, ranking number
nine in the world and Nigeria 9.8, rank-
ing at number 83, the lowest in the
world. Although Guyana is not cap-
tured in the index, based on Guyana’s
adjusted GDP per capita as of 2021
which was equivalent to 123% of the
world’s average, and considering that
Nigeria’s adjusted GDP per capita on a
PPP basis was equivalent to 28% of the
world’s average, it can be extrapolated
that Guyana’s currency purchasing
power relative to Nigeria is 4.39 times
stronger than Nigeria, thus giving rise
to a purchasing power index of 43 for
Guyana. Guyana’s purchasing power
index is higher than countries such as
Panama, Peru, Argentina, Russia, Iran,
Bangladesh, Thailand, Indonesia,
Kazakhstan, Egypt, Vietnam, Lebanon,
Philippines, and Sri Lanka, just to
name a few.

Saudi’s proven oil reserves is 24
times Guyana’s proven reserves to date
or 257 billion more than Guyana.

Saudi’s cumulative production of
oil as of 2009 is 694 times Guyana has
produced as of the end of 2022 or
119.228 billion more than Guyana.

Because of Guyana’s smaller pop-
ulation of less than one million people,
it does have a higher per capita of
proven oil reserves which is equivalent
to twice that of Saudi Arabia, with a
population of 34 million people. How-
ever, Saudi Arabia’s per capita of oil
produced as of 2009 is 16 times
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Guyana’s per
capita of oil pro-
duced as of 2022.
In other words,
Saudi Arabia pro-
duced an average of 3,500 barrels of
crude per person cumulatively over 70
years. Conversely, Guyana produced
only 221 barrels of crude per person in
less than three years.

Saudi’s GDP is 60 times the size
of Guyana’s GDP, per capita (PPP)
GDP 2.3 times that of Guyana’s, the
SWEF balance of Saudi is 443 times
greater than Guyana’s, the international
reserve balance of Saudi is 527 times
larger than Guyana’s international re-
serve.

With respect to Saudi Arabia’s
housing development, a comparison of
the cost per sqm/sq. ft relative to
Guyana shows that the cost per sqm for
a housing unit in Saudi Arabia is 2
times the cost in Guyana. Based on a
comparative analysis done, the cost per
sq. ft for a housing unit in Saudi is
US$84 while a low-income housing
unit in Guyana costs US$43.96 per sq.
ft.

Joel Bhagwandin

Saudi’s housing programme of
US$32 billion is to be spent over a pe-
riod of twelve years from 2018-2030.
This amount represents 3.8% of
Saudi’s (2021) GDP, and 5.16% of
Saudi’s SWF balance as of 2022.

Conversely, in the case of Guyana,
the Government’s budgetary allocation
for housing development in 2021-2023
and indicative estimates through 2024-
2026 according to the Budget Esti-
mates, Volume 2, for 2023, amounts to
US$1.525 billion to be spent over a
five-years period. This amount repre-
sents 10% of (2022) GDP, and 107% of
the NRF cumulative balance as of the
end of 2022.

Given number (8) above, when
compared to Saudi Arabia’s ‘vision
2030’ housing programme to be imple-
mented over a period of 12 years,
Saudi has set aside less than 6% of the
funds in its SWF towards this pro-
gramme. Guyana, on the other hand,
for a period of just five years has pro-
vided 21.4 times more of its oil re-
sources or 107% of the NRF
cumulative balance (2022).

This contextual comparative
analysis has shown that the budget for
Saudi’s housing programme to be spent
over a twelve years period represents a
mere 5.16% of its SWF balance as of
2021. On the contrary, the cumulative
budgetary allocation towards housing
development in Guyana over another
five years represents 107% of the NRF
cumulative balance. In other words,
Guyana is expending a significant por-
tion of its oil revenues in housing de-
velopment relative to Saudi Arabia.
And, most notably to be expended over
a shorter time frame of five years in the
case of Guyana—versus twelve years
in the case of Saudi Arabia.

It is reasonable to conclude, there-
fore, that the Parliamentary Opposi-
tion’s alternative policies and proposals
are evidently poorly thought out, re-
searched, and analyzed. To this end, the
notion to devote more oil resources
(which does not currently exist) on
housing and other social welfare pro-
grammes—are impracticable and un-
sustainable in their current form—as
publicly articulated by the opposition’s
chief economic spokesperson.
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185 years of Indian arrival observed
with rich cultural programmes

IN observance of the 185 years
since the arrival of Indians to Guyana,
persons from all walks of life gathered
at Highbury, in Region Six (East
Berbice-Corentyne) to commemorate
their fore-parents who came here on
boats as indentured labourers.

The event was organised by the
Berbice Indian Arrival Committee, and
was held in the area where the first
boat landed.

Those gathered were treated to a
rich cultural programme that depicted
the diversity of the Indian culture.
There were songs, classical dance per-
formances and skits that portrayed life
on the plantation in the early days.

Regional Chairman David Armo-
gan reflected on the journey and sacri-
fices that were made, and noted that
despite the hardships they endured, the
Indians who came were a contented
group of people.

He emphasised that it is for this
reason it is important for the descen-
dants to always reflect on how they
persevered with whatever little they
had.

Further, he said that the sacrifices
made by the ancestors have laid the
foundation for the thriving Indian com-
munity in Guyana today, and it is their
duty to continue to preserve and pro-
mote their traditions for generations to
come.

“They were contented people, and
we (the descendants) should also be
contented people. Today, there are
many things we learn from our ances-
tors. One of those is resiliency. We do
not give up easily. We work very hard.
We build on what we have and above
all, we are resistant to people who try
to exploit us. These are the things we
were taught. We were taught courage;
we were taught to stand up to people.
Today, they must be proud of us. Wher-
ever they are, they are looking down
on Guyana today. They would recog-
nise their sacrifices have not gone in
vain because we the descendants of
these people have done very well for
ourselves and have made Guyana into
what it is today; a proud country that is
now accelerating towards moving to
first world standard,” he said.

In continuing, he said that as we
celebrate our ancestors, “we can never
forget the roles our ancestors played in
the building of Guyana, the then
Guyana and [in] the now modern
Guyana, we are continuing that work
they have started...Today, we are
building on that. Today, we are proud
of them. Today, we continue the kind
of culture they left with us.”

According to Armogan, a people
without a culture is a lost people.

“So, we are very proud. We are
very fortunate that our ancestors left

with us a great culture; a culture of
music, dance, food, worship, rituals,
functions,” he added.

The Indian High Commissioner to
Guyana Dr. K. J Srinivasta, who was
present at the function, also spoke
about the struggles of those who made
the journey, but persevered and man-
aged to remain grounded to their roots.

“I believe we should take lesson
from that unique history of the people
that came that despite their extreme
hardships they were determined, they
endured and persevered and overcame
their circumstances even their own sur-
vival but they always worked hard to
maintain their sense of origin, their tra-
ditions and culture,” he said.

After reflecting on some of the
achievements made since that journey
185 years, he said: “Their children,
grandchildren and their descendants
will always take pride in these unique
achievements of theirs and recognise
their sacrifices and achievements they
made on their behalf.”

He reassured those present that
not only will his country continue to
work with the Government of Guyana,
but with every Guyanese so that more
people can benefit and learn more
about people of Indian origin and their
achievements.

Meanwhile, Minister of Human
Services and Social Security Dr. Vind-
hya Persaud, and Minister within the
Ministry of Housing and Water Susan
Rodrigues attended a similar event at
Palmyra, which is also located in Re-
gion Six. The Indian High Commis-
sioner was also in attendance.
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SATURDAY, MAY 27TH, 2023
VENUE: VCC
4345 - 14TH Avenue. Markham

LOWER HALL: EXHIBITS
3:30pm - 6:00pm

Sari/Dhoti Wrap,
Mehndi,

Costume Display

Fthnic Food Booth (Cash)

ICE INDIAN CULTURAL CDMMIT
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Come enjoy an evening of
discourse on our heritage
ADMISSION: FREE

UPPER HALL: STAGE PROGRAM
6:30pm - 9:00pm

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Cliff Rajkumar
DANCE DRAMA: "Hesperus 1838 2.0"

presented by Panwar Music and Dance
Productions & STCC Dance Academy

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Adit Kumar

(647) 866-1926
adkum35ehotmail.com

Sharada Bhajan
(416) 450-1743
sbhajanerogers.com

Norma Jainarine
(416) 901-3404
njdjainarineegmail.com
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Health Minister applauds midwives
for their ‘selfless’ service

UNDERSCORING their impor-
tance in ensuring the safety of pregnant
women and unborn children, Minister
of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony, has said
that midwives should be celebrated
every day for the hard work that they
do.

“Midwives play a very important
role in our health system in Guyana
and throughout the world. Most of our
births now are done institutionally and
in a safe and secure manner, and that’s
because over the years, the Govern-
ment of Guyana has invested a lot to
ensure that our midwives are trained so
that they can be the best at their jobs,”
he said earlier this week ahead of Inter-
national Day of Midwives (IDM).

On Friday, midwives across
Guyana joined the rest of the world in
celebrating this special day under the
theme, “Together again: from evidence
to reality.”

Dr. Anthony emphasised that he
wanted to recognise all the midwives
across Guyana for “the excellent work
that they have been doing, the sacri-
fices that they have been making, their
selfless acts of kindness, but more im-
portantly, the many lives that they have
saved over the years.”

Minister Anthony noted that “birth
attendance” was a major challenge a
few years ago, before pointing out that
there were many instances were per-
sons were performing deliveries at
home.

According to him, at-home deliv-
eries can cause a lot of complications,
which may end in death if the woman
does not reach the hospital in time.

According to Minister Anthony,
one of the things that the government
and health officials are working on, is
ensuring that pregnant mothers attend

£

Guyana Health Minister Dr I;'rank Anthony

Midwives in Guyana celebrated International Day of Midwives

clinic in their first, second, and third
trimesters.

He explained that “this is very im-
portant as in each of these phases, we
are able to do proper evaluation and
identify mothers who will be at risk,
and midwives are trained to do all of
this.”

Dr. Anthony further explained that
the government has built a “waiting
home” in the compound of several
rural hospitals to accommodate preg-
nant women until they are ready to
give birth.

This, according to Minister An-
thony, will be more convenient and

helpful to the mothers than having

them wait at home or in their villages
with little to no medical attention.

“We have set up waiting homes in
Regions Nine, One, Seven, and Eight.
Having them wait in the waiting home
until they go into labour after which
they go over or are taken to the hospital
which is in the same compound. After
delivery, the mothers can go back into
the waiting home and spend a few days
before they go back home. All the
while, the midwives will attend to them
so that they can feel safer knowing that
they are in safe hands. We have also
found that that has been a very effec-
tive way of preventing death in preg-

ADVE

nant women,” he added.

The minister told this publication
that these mothers have, on many occa-
sions, given birth on the way to the
hospital, which, according to him, can
result in serious complications for both
the mother and the unborn child.

Minister Anthony said that the
Georgetown Public Hospital Corpora-
tion has organised a Nurses in Concert
event.

Additionally, the Ministry of
Health has planned a number of activi-
ties for the upcoming Nurses Week,
during which midwives will also be
celebrated.
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Guyana shows up big at Off-
shore Tech Conference in Texas

Last week was the Offshore Tech-
nology Conference 2023 (OTC), a four-
day event based in Houston, Texas that
serves as a central hub for convening
energy industry leaders, experts, and
government officials to share ideas and
to discuss and debate the most pressing
topics facing the offshore energy sector.
Over the last four years, Guyana has
been a breakout star at this event due to
its rapid rise as an emerging oil and gas
producer.

The event opened with a symbolic
ribbon-cutting ceremony led by Dr.
Peter Ramsaroop, Head of the Guyana
Office for Investment (GO-INVEST)
and Mr. Lutfi Hassan, Honorary Consul
General of Guyana in Houston. OTC is
the time of the year where the
Guyanese government can tout to other
international stakeholders across the
offshore energy value chain that vast
amounts of opportunities are present
while demonstrating to peer govern-
ments and experts that it is taking sus-
tainable and equitable development
seriously.

Right now, Guyana is a hotspot for
investment as the country angles to ex-
pand its local private sector and bring
in more diverse investors. OTC is a
prized forum for the Guyana Office for
Investment and private sector compa-
nies to collaborate.

“OTC is one of the most presti-
gious platforms for the world to keep
engaging with Guyana as we continue

to lead on energy transition, low carbon g

development, and climate services,” Dr.
Ramsaroop said.

“The group that we have here
comprised representatives from Gov-

ernment and from private sector organ- K|

of
companies at every size.”

isations, inclusive

One notable example of how im- *

pactful attending the OTC event can be
for Guyanese stakeholders was a new
memorandum signed between the
Guyana Oil & Gas Energy Chamber
(GOGEC) and CBMEX Energy
Guyana, which signifies both groups’
intention to work closely together and
share expertise, particularly in the oil
and gas development and management
space.

The President of GOGEC, Manni-
ram Prashad, stated that, “GOGEC
plays a significant role in linking Oil
and Gas and energy companies to
Guyanese businesses. We are excited to
bring such a large delegation to the oil
and gas capital of the world and expect
to see tremendous results in the form of
MOUs and contract signings.”

Guyana’s oil and gas industry has
created tremendous interest for invest-
ment in Guyana, which has taken
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#1 African spiritual
healer Mr Sety.

I can help you if you have any family &

love problems,

Bad luck, bad spirits. Your lover left you &

you want him or her

To comeback quickly to you, you have bad

spirits bad

Luck you want to remove them no prob-
lem without solutions, call me results

are guaranteed
You will never regret it

Cell 416 560-7750/ 416 907-

9321 or Mr-sety.com
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The Guyana booth at OTC in Texas

strides to create a favourable environ-
ment for new investors. Dr. Ramsaroop
said it best, “Guyana is an exciting
country [as] we are on the map for
many reasons, [...] Now that we’re in
a significant growth stage, we’re like
buying a stock.”

All of which to say, the Govern-
ment has been proactive in supporting
local businesses through policies such
as the Local Content Act and putting in
place transformative processes that will
make it easier for companies to do busi-
ness in Guyana.

Back in 2021, President Irfaan Ali
highlighted the government’s work
with regional bodies on the modernisa-
tion of the institutional and legislative
infrastructure to help establish the sin-
gle window approval system for per-
mitting. This was a significant step
towards making it easier to do business
in Guyana by improving the access to
more streamlined processes and ap-
proval.

An important factor in the success

of Guyana’s oil and gas industry will be
the ability to cultivate an economy
where small and medium-sized busi-
nesses can grow, thrive, and take ad-
vantage of opportunities.
Permitting reform, cheaper and more

new

reliable electricity and removing re-
gional barriers to trade have all been
cited by analysts as key steps to im-
proving the ease of doing business in
Guyana.

Earlier this year, an analysis by
Focus Economics stated that Guyana is
leading the list of top five countries
with the fastest-growing economies up
t0 2026. The country is on a fast-paced
upward trajectory and while sur-
rounded by global economic uncer-
tainty, Guyana continues to develop at
a rapid rate.

The country is growing quickly
across all sectors and the investments
being made in Guyana are positioning
the country as an emerging market
leader, both in the region and globally.
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Buxtonians hail government, say
there’s no shortage of opportunities

STRATEGIC planning and key in-
terventions by the government in the
community of Buxton, East Coast De-
merara (ECD), have restored hope to
residents, who have capitalised on vari-
ous opportunities to improve their lives.

Reporters were able to observe the
ongoing work, and the result of the so-
cial and economic initiatives during a
tour of the community and interactions
with residents. Contractor, Gladwyn
Hamilton, of G. Hamilton’s Builders,
said his life changed after his company
was contracted by the government to
construct a bridge in the community.

Although his business was already
established, the contract allowed Hamil-
ton to reach new heights.

“Buxton and Buxtonians were for-
saken for a while now, but President Dr.
Irfaan Ali has given us, as small contrac-
tors and the young people of this village,
hope. This was shown through the
bridge initiative that was given to me
and my fellow contractors.

“Our families and all the people
who were employed by us benefitted
from this; everyone was able to put food
on the table, and we cannot express fully
how grateful we are to President Ali and
his government,” Hamilton said.

Essentially, with the award of those
contracts, the government was able to
change their lives.

According to Hamilton: “All we
needed was for someone to believe in us
and give us a chance to show that we are
talented and skilled like the bigger con-
tractors. Not everyone saw that in us,
but the President and his government
did.

“We know for a fact that our gov-
ernment is caring, and they show that by
what they are doing for small business-

Buxtonians Monica Alphonso with her daughter, Valesia Willis, and her son, Gordon Willis

men like us.”

In the past, small businessmen felt
as though they were neglected by the
government, but things are different
now, Hamilton admitted.

“We are not just hearing about
what will happen; we are seeing the
changes. And whoever says otherwise,

isn’t being truthful. Of course, every-
thing cannot be done at once for every-
one, but we are all getting a piece of the
pie,” the contractor said.

Hamilton used the opportunity to
encourage persons to visit the commu-
nity and see for themselves the changes
that are underway, and the advance-

THOUSANDS of residents
from communities across Region
Five are set to benefit from an im-
proved level of treated water, as
several treatment plants will be up-
graded there soon.

This was disclosed by Minis-
ter of Housing and Water, Collin
Croal during the recent distribution
of cement and steel subsidy vouch- ®
ers in New Amsterdam, Region
Six.

“We know the quality of the
water on the coastland. We know
the iron content in the water and
Region Five is no exception, but
the way to address it, is with the
injection of resources for treatment
plants and your government is
doing such,” Minister Croal as-
sured residents.

to Ithaca.

Some $424 million will be invested within 18 months
to upgrade the water treatment plant at Cotton Tree, which
will benefit 15,000 residents between Number Six Village

Water treatment plants to be upgraded

] constructed at Bath Settlement and the
water distribution network will be up-
graded. “We will spend about US$15.6
million. This we are expecting to com-
plete in another two years. That treat-
ment plant, when it is constructed, will
service from Number Seven to Kingelly,
benefitting another 22,000 customers,”
the minister noted.

Collin Croal

be extended from Ithaca to Britannia to
deliver first time access and approxi-
mately $7.2 million will be spent on the
expansion which will be completed in
another month.

ment plants will improve the level of
service, quality of water, and also will
bring a reliable supply of water on a 24-
hour basis to your homes. The quality of life that you live
is very important,” the minister underlined.

By 2025, the level of treated water on the coastland
will increase to 90 per cent in keeping with the govern-
ment’s 2021-2025 strategic plan.

Another treatment plant will be

The water distribution network will

“The construction of these treat-

ments that have been made already.

“We all know where it was before;
and look at where it is now under this
administration. Let’s not fool ourselves,
we are seeing progress; not just hearing
about it. And I want to encourage all
Guyanese to forget about the noise that
is being made around you about racism
and other foolishness,” he said, adding:

“Wake up and make use of the op-
portunities that are in front of you. The
government is helping you secure a job
by providing training or any other sup-
port, so that we can live a decent and
happy life, and provide for our fami-
lies.”

He was adamant that the changes
that are underway prove that the govern-
ment’s agenda is not about race, but
rather it is one that encompasses equal
opportunities and development for all
Guyanese.

The community, in his view, has
evolved and moved away from the days
when the village and its people were
used by certain politicians as tools and
mascots for specific political gain.

“We are not naive, and people are
tired of the divide that some mischie-
vous people are trying to portray about
us. We have a government that is work-
ing with us, and we are willing to work
with them in unity. The young people
see clearly what is happening in the
country, and they are all for positivity
and betterment,” Hamilton said.



EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MAY 11 2023

‘We have enough’: No more
importation of poultry Mustapha

THE Guyana Livestock Develop-
ment Authority (GLDA) says it will not
allow the importation of poultry or poul-
try products due to “sanitary and other
conditions.”

A brief notice published in Satur-
day’s edition of this newspaper noted that
“anyone found in contradiction of this
notice will be prosecuted in accordance
with the Laws of Guyana.”

No further details were provided by
the GLDA as to why this practice must
ceased, however, when contacted, Min-
ister of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha,
said that Guyana can produce the amount
of poultry it needs to meet the current de-
mand.

Noting that the country is “self-suf-
ficient,” Mustapha argued that there is no
reason for Guyana to import poultry or
poultry products.

“Normally we don’t import poultry
and poultry products. We are self-suffi-
cient; we have enough in the country.
There are a number of areas and farmers,
so we don’t have a ban but the GLDA is
not giving permits because we have
enough in the country,” the Agriculture
Minister said, noting that efforts have to
be made to also protect farmers.

He reiterated, “We have to protect
our farmers because we have sufficient
[poultry] in the country. And I think that
there is no need to import poultry product
and poultry meats presently.”

According to Minister Mustapha,
the prices have already been reduced.

“If you go around the market and
ask about the prices of chicken and so on,
[they] have reduced from the end of the
Christmas season last year when it would
have increased because of the demand.”

In a News Room article, it was re-
vealed that Guyana spent about US $4.7
million importing poultry products in
2020, with a notable demand for
sausages.

And according to the same article, a
detailed analysis of the agricultural sector

and imports of several countries within |

the Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
revealed that nearly all of the poultry
meat consumed in the region in 2020 was
imported at the cost of millions.

Guyana’s President, Dr. Irfaan Alj,
who presented this analysis to other
CARICOM leaders, offered solutions to
cut imports by producing more poultry
and feed in the region.

According to the article, the Presi-
dent highlighted that extra-regional mar-
kets (that is, countries outside of
CARICOM) supplied an estimated 98.8

per cent of the poultry imported by
CARICOM member states in 2020.

Those poultry imports ranging from
the meat of ducks, geese, turkeys and
guinea fowls that are fresh, chilled or
frozen was US$ 242.288 million. Only
1.2 per cent of poultry demanded was
imported from within the region. And in
that same year, only six CARICOM
countries — Barbados, Belize, Guyana,
Jamaica, Suriname, and Trinidad and To-
bago — produced 83 per cent of the poul-
try in the region.
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Hemsley Fraser Canada

At Hemsley, our mission is to transform how people learn, engage, and develop
in the rhythm of their work... wherever they are.

Hemsley has been in the learning space for
over 31 years and for the past 14 years has
been consistently ranked as one of the Top
20 companies in the world for leadership
development, digital content, and training
outsourcing.
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for the 14th cansacutive year!

In December 2022, Hemsley partnered with
ActionINVEST Caribbean Inc. (ACI), an I1SO
9001:2015 certified educational institution and
business development company of Guyanese
origin benefitting from female ownership and
leadership. ACI is focused on becoming the
Caribbean’s solution to professional and
organizational growth.

The Caribbean's
Solution to Professional
& Organizational Growth
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Wlﬁ%mun MAXWELL | ACCulatTH
Team

nBapana Busioes

Guyana's Abundance through
Business Re-education.
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ACI’'s Executive Chairman, Dr. Vishnu Doerga,
and Hemsley Fraser Canada’s Learning Lead
and VP Solutions Architect, Rita Sookrit, have
teamed up to create ground-breaking work
strategies that assist organizations in planning
and shaping their future. To meet the future
needs of the workforce, they are charting the
necessary skills and identifying specific learning
needs towards future-of-work requirements.

Together, Hemsley and ACI| are hosting a
workshop on May 17, 2023: Future of Work:
Building Effective Strategies to Enhance
Learning. Rita and Dr. Vishnu, primary
speakers, will address the significant changes
that are shaping the future-of-work. Camille

Deokie, Founder and CEO of Camille’s
Academy, as the guest speaker, will talk about
the initiative to bridge the gap for students
entering post-secondary education or the
workforce — a project spearheaded by Hemsley
and ACI.

Additionally, the Hemsley/ACI Digital Resource
Platform — featuring courses in leadership,
coaching, and much more — will officially be
launched.

Discover how Hemsley Fraser Canada and
ActionINVEST Caribbean Inc. can take your
organization to the next level with our award-
winning leadership development programs,
cutting-edge digital content, and top-notch
training outsourcing services. Choose us as your
trusted partners for transformative learning
solutions.

If you are interested in attending the
presentation on Wednesday, May 17, contact
Ms. Selena Bacchus at
sbacchus@actioninvest.org.

We hope to see you there!

Recently, ACI and Hemsley participated in a
joint podcast, Guyana’s Big L&D Opportunity,
which was disseminated to a global audience.

\
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Listen here: https://hr-gazette.com/dr-vishnu-
doerga-and-rita-sookrit-guyanas-big-ld-opportunity/

Partner with Hemsley Fraser Canada —
We develop our clients’ greatest assets... their people.
Let Hemsley Fraser Canada help you prepare your workforce for the future.
Contact Rita Sookrit / 416-605-7425 / rita.sookrit@hemsleyfraser.com
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Brackish water shrimp rakes in
$274M in first quarter

AGRICULTURE Minister Zulfikar
Mustapha has said that brackish water
shrimp (Peneaus schmitti) production
has increased significantly when com-
pared to the corresponding period in
2022.

“For this year, our farmers were
able to produce 182.89 metric tons
(182,890 kilograms) of black water
shrimp in the first quarter, earning over
$274 million. When we look at the pro-
duction figures for the first quarter of
2022, we are seeing an increase of al-
most 50 per cent.

“This is in keeping with our goals
for the industry and a testament to the
government’s commitment to increasing
local production, lowering the food im-
port bill, and increasing both our produc-
tion and export capacities. We are
working towards producing 1.5 million
kilograms annually by the year 2025,”
the minister said.

Mustapha related that with the suc-
cesses seen thus far, the ministry is now
working to have the programme repli-
cated in other regions, the next being Re-
gion Five.

“So far, we’ve assisted farmers
with constructing ponds in Region Six
and we’ve started preliminary works in
Region Five. We’re also looking at other
places like Region Two and so on. In the
first few months of the project, we were
able to increase production by 203 per
cent and those levels have continued to
increase over the years,” the minister
said.

Minister Mustapha further stated
that some 37 farms in Region Six have
been developed comprising a total of
133 ponds.

He added: “Before we started this
project in July 2021, farmers were pro-
ducing just about 10,000 kilograms
monthly, just about 120,000 kilograms
annually. We announced that this was the
direction we wanted to take and that
farmers would be given the support to
expand. To date, we’ve been able to con-
struct 133 ponds, and this has con-
tributed to wus exceeding initial
production figures.”

In an effort to boost productivity,
the Government of Guyana partnered
with United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organisation (FAQO) to conduct a
study and gather information for the pi-
loting and implementation of a strategy
to enhance shrimp production in Guyana
and several other Caribbean states.

Recently the ministry received
three manuals that were developed col-
laboratively by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations
(FAO), the World Wildlife Fund -
Guianas (WWF-Guianas), and the min-
istry’s Fisheries Department; one of
which will be used to guide brackish
water shrimp production in Guyana.
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Shrimp farmers from Region Six

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden’s always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningful and fit comfortably within your budget. Just some
of the ways that we as a family care for yours.

Family owned and operated since 1948.

OGDEN

Funerar HomMmes

4164 Sheppard Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M1S 1T3

www.ogdenfuneralhome.com



THURSDAY MAY 11 2023

DFM Danforth

Food Market

www.danforthfoodmarket.com

National
Spiced Bun

Grace Natural
Coconut Water
500 ml

Vita Malt
Classic Malt
Beverage 330 ml

We re S|mply the best West Indlan store |n town.

Long Grain Parboiled Rice
Riz étuvé A grains longs

8kg - 176 Ib

Cedar
Parboiled Rice
8 kg

4.6 0z

Energy Drink
355 ml

—

-~

B

\
\
Y
\

Masid)) \aidy)
= = E

Mauby
Fizz Diet

Ann Honeyed
Ginger Drink
18’s

Coconut Milk
400 ml

"&

NET WEIGHT 35.25 0z 1kg

Cedar
Table Salt
1 kg

o TABLE SALT : ,-.' o TABLE SALT ~°

IODIZED SALT J. 3 IODIZED SALT J.

e -
8.‘_0"_

Swiss
Tomato Ketchup
750 ml

Jamaican Pride
Browning
148 ml

Sardines B Sardines

e —— e r——
inTomato Sauce with by inTomato Sauce with ly
Hot lu// . Hot (/u/r

Grace Sardlne

in Tomato Sauce
With Chili 155 g

0y g gy W
NetWt150z 425

S

Dunya Harvest
Butter Beans
425 g

IlllIllllll-l-lIIll':gl=l=

COAWMRI RAE A F

Mr Goudas
Yellow Corn Meal
15 Ibs

Redpath
White Sugar
4 kg

Aluminum Foll

For Cooking ® Freezing & Wrapping s Storing

For Cooking @ Freezing e Wrapping ¢ Storing

Aluminum Foll J
Aluminum Foil

For Cooking @ Freezing e Wrapping ¢ Storing

Alumlnum Foll

For Cooking @ Freszing » Wrapping  Storing

Heavy Duty
Aluminum Foil
50 Sq Ft

-~

DFM

Palmolive
Dishwashing Liquid
Original & Orange Only 591 ml

MMMMMM
m S

Air Wick
Air Freshener

Assorted 226 g

E
OR TOPICAL Q FOR TOPICAL
Po =k USE ONLY
\ N POUR TOPIQUE
N s gey et LA e seuceven (8

N\
/ ‘\\
473 mL (16/fl02) AN 473mL (16fl02)

TMPR
Alcohol Solution

473 ml

Five Location To

OR TUP\['AL
J POUR TOPUE
\ “Tlusm SEULEHENT }

B 73mL (16fl02

199




EQUALITY NEWS THURSDAY MAY 11 2023

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Fat Trimmed Frozen Frozen _Frozen Salted
Best Quality Goat Meat White Cow Feet -
Easy Cook Oxtail £F- )
DON 'I' PAY FORFAT"

"- Frozen or
Prevmusly

Frozen Fresh Fresh Fresh Chicken
Cockiull Shrlmps Turkey ngs Chlcken ngs Leg Quarters

.

2 case or more
Thursday to Sunday

Fresh Seafood Cafches

Fresh Lane or Fresh Fresh Porgy Fish Fresh Atlantic Fresh Parrot Fish

Yellow Tail Snappers Mutton Snappers Whole Salmon

29,

Sweet
Haden Mangoes

Specials in Effect Thu. May 11th
ive Locations To Serve You Befter o May 17t 2023,

hough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

- =
Finch Ave. W. Steeles Ave. W. _@: Sheppard Ave. E. Bloor St. E. - Stafford Dr. =
Danforth Danforth Food Market gl Danforth Food Market Danforth Food Market 8= Danforth Food Market 93
B Food Market 301 Silverstone Dr. g 651 Markam Rd. B811225 Dundas St.  fge) 2m Kennedy Road i
3701 Keele St. 416-740-9870 Ll 416-439-6397 A Dixic & Dundas  [2 : South =
416-398-8123 > 5 s Missisauga 2 E 289-298-0399
g 221905-949-9990 = = =
: W O 3 :
£ . VB % £
W g awrence Ave. E. Dundas St. E. Q . é
Glidden Rd.
tore Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours
onday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
aturday 8 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Fri.-Sat.9amto 9 pm Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
inday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 8 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 6 pm Sunday 9 am to 7

serve You Betler DFM




THURSDAY MAY 11 2023 EQUALITY NEWS

&7 LOTUS

Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

CHARLIE'S
CATERING
SERVICE
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"LAW OFFICE]]  INJURED?

CHET SHARMA CAR ACCIDENT?

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR TTC SLIP

B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B.
Barrister, Sollcitor & Notary Public AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, PEDESTRIAN OR
k GENERAL PRACTICE CYCLYST STRUCK BY AUTOMOBILE
Immigration Law
| Criminal Law VICTIMS OF CRIME
Divoroe & Famdly Law TALK TO US FIRST

HE ACCIDENT INJURY LAW FIRM MAXMIZES YOUR CLAIM
AND GETS YOU A BIGGER SETTLEMENT

NO UP FRONT FEES AND NO HIDDEN COST
WE DON'T GET PAID UNTIL YOU GET PAID
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Offce: 416-285-1550 f’
Res: 416-284-9191

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4
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Steering "%' a 2 7 T
416-285-5875 Suspension - - W @ Al
Transmission Repair 416 999 3471 A \E‘; \a .

sgautowork@hotmail.com
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OVER 15 YEARS OF EXCELLENT

1940) Ellesmere Rd, Umit 14
Scarborough, ON, M| H2V7
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CARIBBEAN
CUISINE

For all your catering

Not sure how much food you need? We'll help

you suggest the right amount of food to mini-
mize your cost.

Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

needs

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
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3M FINANCIAL GROUP

218 Export Boulevard, Suite #108, Mississauga, ON L3S OA7
Phone: (647] 7119-7400

Email:info@3mfinancial.ca

Ouir first priority is your overall financial
success. We want to learn more about
your personal situation, identify your
dreams and goals, and understand your
tolerance for risk. Long-lasting relation-
ships that encourage open and honest
communication have been the cornerstone
of 3M’s foundation of success.

L |

mwm BOOKKEEPING
« Investment Planning We are an investment firm that Regardless of your business We provide a wide range of reli-
- Financial Planning develops and oversees portfo-  size, be it a start-up company, able bookkeeping services,
- Risk Management & Insurance  i0s, which are designed to meet growing quickly, or a mature helping you and your company

Planning the specific goals and risk pref-  corporation, we have the ac- to keep your financial records in
« Tax Planning erences of our investors. counting expertise to help you. order so you have more time to
 Retirement Planning tend to your customers and
 Estate Planning grow your business.
« Small Business Planning
» Wills

* Proven credit rebuilding services that produces results
« Access to financial products to rebuild credit quickly

» Customized programs to fit your needs
GUUD BREDIT SCORE * A comprehensive credit report analysis
* Work with a professional to review your reports
JUST AHEAD * Access to debt services to fix bad credit items

* Proven programs in preparation for upcoming loans and
mortgages
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Major enhancement works in
store for Guyana’s zoo, parks

Guyana’s Protected Areas Commis-
sion (PAC) has an ongoing campaign to
enhance urban parks to create a more en-

gaging atmosphere for the thousands of

patrons who visit daily.

Some of these enhancement proj-
ects are ongoing across all of Guyana’s
urban parks, with the support of local
and international stakeholders, while
more long-term plans are being exam-
ined.

This will see the National Park,
Botanical Gardens, the Guyana Zoo and
the Joe Vieira Park benefitting from

major and micro projects to enhance §

these facilities throughout this year and
the foreseeable future.

“The conditions of the Guyana zoo
in particular, are constantly brought to
the attention of management and we
would like the public to recognise that
we are working assiduously to improve
the conditions of the zoo for both the pa-
trons who visit and the animals who live
there,” the PAC said in a press release on
Monday.

The commission added: “Most im-
portantly, the PAC currently has a tender
out in the print medium for rehabilitation
of the animal clinic and the jaguar enclo-
sure, which is all part of enhancing the
aesthetics of the zoo in a phased ap-
proach.

“Currently, our zoo does not func-
tion according to the definition of a tra-
ditional “z00”; i.e., we do not seek out
and acquire animals for captive breeding
or ex-situ conservation. Rather, the ani-
mals currently in the zoo have been res-
cued from various abandoned, illegal or
abusive conditions, and brought to us for
rehabilitation and release.”

Those that can no longer survive in
the wild are rehabilitated and provided a
safe space in the zoo to live out the re-
mainder of their lives. Over the coming
weeks, the public will learn more about
the zoo and its function as a Rescue Cen-
tre.

“Additionally, our zoo has served
as a wildlife education centre in the past,
using our animal ambassadors to encour-
age conservation and teach wildlife ed-
ucation to youths along the coast.

“Our efforts are centred on ensur-
ing our population and visitors alike be-
come familiar with our local wildlife to
be more knowledgeable about our home-
grown biodiversity and natural wealth,”
the PAC said.

Several enhancement projects have
been approved for the urban park and the
Guyana Zoo under the 2023 budget, in-
cluding projects to improve drainage, se-
curity, lighting and our animal
enclosures.

“We have already begun working
on some of these projects, and there has
been improvements in the walkways and
enclosures in some parts of the zoo,” the

The Guyana Zoo is one of the national parks to benefit from major enhancement

PAC related.

In the coming months, the team
will be working with stakeholders and
contractors to continue those renova-
tions.

“As part of those efforts, our engi-
neer and team met with interested con-

tractors on May 3, 2023, to discuss
works on a jaguar enclosure and rehabil-
itation of our animal hospital,” the PAC
said.

The commission will also be
launching discussions with interested
stakeholders from the public and private

sectors and the business community,
who would hopefully lend their support
to enhancing the zoo. “We will be an-
nouncing more information as time pro-
gresses, and inviting stakeholders to
meetings to discuss how we can work to-
gether,” the PAC said.

Guyana Tourism continues to flourish

GUYANA'’S tourism industry has made significant
progress over the past year, with critical investments from both
public and private stakeholders.

The industry’s success continued in April, according to
the Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA), which recorded a pro-
ductive month and concluded that, with the current achieve-
ments, the targets set for 2023 will be reached.

According to a statement from the GTA, 37 tourism es-
tablishments, tour operators, and tour guides have been li-
censed to date. Some of those establishments include Rock
View Lodge, Baganara Island Resort, Rewa Eco Lodge, Mil-
lenium Manor, Bimichi Eco-lodge, Evergreen Adventures Inc.,
Wild Tales, Epic Tours, and more.

The GTA also conducted inspection activities in Region
Four (Demerara-Mahaica), on 34 tourism establishments.
Once those businesses have passed the inspection process,
they will be one step closer to becoming officially licensed by
the GTA.

Additionally, the GTA trained 187 individuals in various
disciplines relevant to the tourism and hospitality industry.

The GTA also conducted various training sessions in
April, including a three-day leadership and governance train-
ing with 17 participants.

The authority also launched its official Health, Safety,
Security & Environment (HSSE) training for tourism busi-
nesses, following the first HSSE sensitisation session in col-
laboration with the Centre for Local Business Development
(CLBD).

A pilot session was held earlier in April, reinforcing the
GTA’s commitment to promote safe, certified tourism experi-
ences to both domestic and international markets. Businesses

such as Touring Guyana, Blackwater Adventures, Old Fort
Tours & Resort, and 592 Tours participated in the training.

Other training sessions conducted in April included
mixology training, business & social media marketing, deliv-
ering quality service training, and successful taxi driver train-
ing.

Additionally, the GTA aims to launch 15 new tourism ex-
periences this year as part of its effort to expand and diversify
its product offerings.

Given this, the authority provided product development
support to the Mahaica River Tours by refining its itinerary
and improving its tours and service quality.

They conducted site assessments to ensure that the expe-
riences included in the official itineraries offered by the oper-
ator meet the highest quality standards in Region Five. The
product is scheduled to be launched officially by the end of
the second quarter of 2023.

Moreover, the GTA presented a cheque worth $3.6 mil-
lion to Deputy Toshao, Delano Davis, to support the enhance-
ment of the tourism package in his village. The funds will be
utilised to complete two cabins in time for the official launch
of the Toka Pottery Experience & Tours.

The release stated that the GTA & VR will supervise the
construction works to ensure that they meet the required build-
ing standards specified in the plan.

In addition, the GTA collaborated with Rupununi Adven-
tures to test a Kayaking and Paddle Boarding Experience at
Manari Creek in Central Rupununi, Region Nine.

Experienced guides will lead this experience, which
promises several highlights, including kayaking and paddle-
boarding along a pristine and scenic route.
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In happier times: Naga Chaitanya and former wife Samantha Ruth Prabhu

Naga Chaitanya: what happened
with my divorce is unfortunate

Naga Chaitanya and Samantha Ruth Prabhu
parted ways about two years ago. Their divorce was
finalized about a year ago. They seemed to have
fairly moved on from their separation and have been
focusing on their career. Naga Chaitanya has been
promoting his film, Custody, which is an action
thriller also starring Arvind Swami, R Sarathkumar
and Krithi Shetty. Chaitanya has been subjected to
questions about his personal life as he is promoting
his film. And the actor seems to have now addressed
his divorce from Samantha and also his link-up with
the Ponniyin Selvan 2 actress Sobhita Dhulipala.
Also Read - Sobhita Dhulipala finally opens up

about dating rumours with Naga Chaitanya; ‘I am
not doing any wrong’

Ever since Naga Chaitanya and Samantha
Ruth Prabhu went separate ways, they both and
their personal life have been making headlines in
entertainment news.

He says that whatever happened in his per-
sonal life with his marriage was very unfortunate.
However, he has the utmost respect for that phase
of his life. The actor says that it is due to media re-
portage and how speculations surface about the two
of them all the time that has led to loose respect in
the public eye. It has hurt him a lot.
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HOPE IS LIFE
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IF YOU HAVE TROUBLES, | HAVE SOLUTIONS

100% REMOVAL OF BLACK MAGIC,
BAD LUCK, EVIL SPIRITS & GIVES
HOLY SPIRIT PROTECTION

Expert in Palm Reading, Face
Reading, Numerology, Photo Reading,
Horoscope and Lucky Numbers

Call Once & See Your Life Change Forever!
Specialist in Bringing Loved Ones Back

VEDIC SOLUTIONS AVAILABLE FOR

EQUALITY NEWS

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): Wait and see what the
new week brings before making any more radical changes.
You may feel you have to transform your existence on every
level but the planets warn you are probably overreacting to
events that are of no real importance.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): No doubt you are des-
perate to get into the world and show what you can do but if
you rush in blindly this week the results may not be to your
liking. Bide your time and see which way the wind is blowing
before committing yourself.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): It may seem as if an op-
portunity to do something amazing has passed you by but al-
most certainly you are misreading the situation. The cosmic
focus this week is on finding ways to make your creative ideas
pay, so avoid negative thinking at all costs.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): The world will look a
happier, brighter and more attractive place as Venus joins Mars
in your sign this week. Your positive outlook will draw people
to you like moths to a flame but your agreeable nature means
they will be warmed rather than burned.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Start planning ahead for what
you want to be doing in the second half of the year. The more
you think about your ambitions now the easier it will be to hit
the ground running when the planets move in your favor and
new opportunities arise.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): You need to broaden your
horizons and you need to do it now. Instead of focusing on all
the bad things going on in the world try shifting your perspec-
tive so you can see what the positive effects might be in the
future. Trust in the cosmic plan.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): Some rather intense feelings
will sweep over you this week but that’s good because they
will motivate you to do more and do better. Venus, your ruler,
in the career area of your chart will encourage you to believe
that your aims are well within reach.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): Someone you meet So-
cially over the next few days may be as different to you as it
is possible to get but you will find them strangely alluring. Yes,
it’s true, opposites really do attract and this new friendship
could last a lifetime, or maybe several.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): Your energy will
surge when the Sun links with Uranus in the work area of your
chart this week, so get your act together and make those far-
reaching changes you have been thinking about for so long.
All things are possible if you want them enough.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): There seems to be a
great deal of excitement in your social environment at the mo-
ment and what occurs over the next few days will give you the
chance to add to it in your own special way. You have been far
too quiet of late!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): How can you heal a
rift with a loved one? Give it some thought and then take ac-
tion when the Sun joins forces with your ruling planet Uranus
on Tuesday. They want to get back on good terms too and will
respond well if you make the first move.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): The tempo of life will pick
up dramatically this week and there will be times when you
fear you are losing control. The good news is that won’t hap-
pen, in fact you will find it amazingly easy to stay on top no
matter how chaotic life may get.
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Guyana gov't spends billions for
housing in Regions Five, Six

THE government continues to in-
ject billions of dollars into housing in-
frastructure across the country.

Minister of Housing and Water
Collin Croal said that infrastructural
works ongoing in Region Five (Ma-
haica-Berbice) value some $3.5 billion.

During the recent steel-and-cement
distribution exercise there, the minister
said that some $4 billion has been ex-
pended on developing housing schemes
in the region, including investments in
roads, drainage, electricity, and water.

Infrastructural works are ongoing at
Shieldstown to the tune of $2 billion,
while another $820 million is being in-
vested at Burma, and yet another $621
million and $500 million will be ex-
pended at Balthyock and Experiment, re-
spectively.

Meanwhile, there are ongoing in-
frastructure works in Region Six (East
Berbice-Corentyne) to the tune of $9.2
billion, for which contracts have already
been signed.

In less than three years, Region Six
has seen investments of over $10.5 bil-
lion for housing infrastructure develop-
ment. At No. 75 Village, some $1.2
billion was spent, while $1.7 billion was
invested at No. 76.

Palmyra Village is also undergoing
ground-breaking projects worth over
$10 billion.

“Palmyra will be the envy, in terms
of development, planned infrastructure,
and growth for that area. We have al-
ready started the work in terms of land
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Some of the new housing in Region Five

clearing and preparation for the housing
development that will see the construc-
tion of houses as well as some alloca-
tions eventually, and for commercial
industrial activities,” the Housing and
Water Minister said.

He added: “Our business is not just
about finding lands and allocating... You
have to follow up with the infrastructure
works to prepare these areas; these are
lands that have no development.”

To date, close to 1,000 house lots

have been allocated in Region Five,
while another 1,300 have been allocated
in Region Six. This is in keeping with
the government’s aim to allocate 50,000
house lots within five years.

Lawyers question process as Senior Counsels named

IT was highly unethical for Trinidad and To-
bago President Christine Kangaloo to be the one
conferring her husband Kerwyn Garcia and her
brother Colin Kangaloo with the title of senior
counsel.

What the President ought to have done was re-
cuse herself from the process when it came to the
two and leave the appointments up to the President
of the Senate and for when-soever he was acting as
the Head of State.

So said senior counsel Avory Sinanan Monday
as he commented on the conferring of “silk” to 18
attorneys.

“What is this, a pappyshow?”” Sinanan asked
during a telephone interview.

“I mean, really, if it is that Mr X or Y are de-
serving of it and are to be appointed and they are so
closely connected with the President, then the Presi
dent ought to have rescued herself and when the
President of the Senate is acting then they are ap-
pointed. How farcical it is that the President would
be shaking the hand of her husband and her brother.
I mean, this is a pappyshow?

“I do not know much about the others and I
make no comment about that save and except that I
say that where people are so closely politically affil-
1ated, it leaves a sour taste in the mouth. As a matter
of fact a colleague of mine from abroad sent me a

WhatsApp telling me it seems as though ‘you all are

giving out silk like you give out dinner mints in a

restaurant after you pay your bill and is leaving’,”
said the senior attorney.

He pointed out that it ought not to go down
well with the public that about “three of four” of
those appointed were “whether literally of figura-
tively in the bosom of the Government and the Pres-
ident.”

He added: “Make no mistake about it. The cur-
rent President has to sign the instruments. So she is
signing an instrument assigning her husband and her
brother. [ mean, really, come on. And the media has
been shirking its responsibilities to identify these
crucial issues to rehabilitate the confidence in the
institutions that we have. We cannot just be turning
a blind eye and I am not happy with it,” said
Sinanan.

Sinanan also questioned exactly who decides
which attorneys are to be awarded senior counsel
status.

He said at the time when he was appointed,
other senior counsel would make a recommendation
to the Judiciary and it in turn would advise the Pres-
ident. All of this would be based on the number of
years the attorney had been in practice, their in-
tegrity as well as the nature and complexity of mat-
ters they had dealt with.

While the criteria largely remain the same,
Sinanan said attorneys were now invited to apply
for the position themselves to the Office of the At-
torney General.

But who are the ones assessing the applications
and determining whether an applicant was deserving
or not, he asked.

“Is there a committee appointed? Is there a
committee that interviews them? In my case it was
totally different. In my case it was a recommenda-
tion from silk and they consulted the Judiciary for
them to decide if | was entitled to silk and so on. So
now that they have transformed into this formal ap-
plication I don’t know what essentially is the crite-
ria, but more importantly is the question of who
exactly adjudicates on the criteria,” he said.

When an attorney is appointed senior counsel,
Sinanan said the benefit they enjoy is being called
to the Inner Bar and they are treated with “certain
deference” before the courts. They are also allowed
to charge higher fees for their services.

The appointment also carries with it the re-
sponsibility of those attorneys nurturing and usher-
ing in new practitioners into the profession, he said.

Senior counsel Israel Khan, the most senior at-
torney at the criminal bar and head of the Criminal
Bar Association (CBA), also commented on the ap-
pointments Monday, saying in his view the Execu-
tive should have no role to play in determining who
is awarded silk. “I am of the view that the Prime
Minister of the country under the doctrine of separa-
tion of powers ought not to be making recommenda-
tion as to who should be granted the status of senior
counsel,” he said.
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JA Gov't establishes more than
2,000 permanent posts for doctors

The Jamaican Government has es-
tablished more than 2,000 permanent
posts for doctors within the public health
system.

Minister of Health and Wellness,
Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, made
the disclosure during his contribution to
the 2023/24 Sectoral Debate in the
House of Representatives, on May 3.

This is being supported by the re-
cent compensation review processes, as
well as forward planning to restructure
and expand services at both the primary
and secondary levels.

“These are the numbers — perma-
nent posts as opposed to short-term con-
tracts for 789 doctors currently in the
system, new posts of 1,112 doctors to be
filled over time, and 140 posts that were
established to support the response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

That is over 2,000 permanent posts
to impact service quality for the people
of Jamaica,” Dr. Tufton said.

Jamaica Health Minister Dr. Christopher Tufton.

“This means less patient-to-doctor

healthcare and also in the hospitals,” the

tors, it means patients will get better

He pointed out that the Ministry is

care. This Government cares about those
who go to the public health system”.

Minister added. Dr. Tufton further em-
phasized that “when we have more doc-

ratio, more specialists in the system,
more doctors at the primary/community

working on the other categories of
healthcare workers, such as nurses.

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

Jamaicans in Diaspora can apply for National IDs

Jamaicans in the diaspora will be able to pre-
enrol online for the National Identification System
(NIDS), but they will be required to visit an enrol-
ment center in Jamaica to provide their biometric
information.

The NIDS pre-enrolment software will allow
citizens to log their information into the NIDS
database and make an appointment to visit the en-
rolment site.

“For my diaspora family... you can apply for
NIDS. You will have to travel to Jamaica to get
your picture taken and to give your fingerprints,
but what you will be able to do is to pre-enrol, get
an appointment date, align that appointment date
with your trip and come in and get it done,” said
Minister Without Portfolio in the Office of the
Prime Minister (OPM), Floyd Green.

He was responding to questions from callers
during the Nationwide News Network (NNN) radio
program ‘Ask the Minister’ on Tuesday.

He noted that persons who are ordinarily resi-
dent in Jamaica, that is, someone who has lived in
Jamaica continuously for six months or more, are
also eligible for NIDS.

“It doesn’t matter where you live. Once you
are a citizen of Jamaica, you qualify for the Na-
tional Identification System,” he pointed out.

Persons must also submit supporting docu-
ments such as birth certificate, proof of address or
marriage certificate. A reference number will be
given for the applicant to track the application on-
line.

Once the verification is done, a notification
will be sent to the applicant to collect, pin, and ac-
tivate the national ID card that will be issued.

For pre-enrolment and other information per-

sons can visit https://www.nidsfacts.com.

Antigua refuses to accept
Cameroonians

Antigua and Barbuda is standing firm on its
decision not to accept the 14 Cameroonians, who
are detained in St Kitts and Nevis after being res-
cued from a sinking boat in March, back into the
country.

The government had previously said it would
have accepted the West Africans once they are re-
leased from the custody of immigration officials on
St Kitts and Nevis. But Prime Minister Gaston
Browne announced the government was backtrack-
ing on the position because of fears they will at-
tempt to leave Antigua and Barbuda again.

At Monday’s post-cabinet media briefing, In-
formation Minister Melford Nicholas explained the
government’s U-turn came after some of the mi-
grants and an Antiguan escaped from the confines
of the St Peter’s Community Centre, which is lo-
cated just outside the St Kitts and Nevis capital,
Basseterre.

“If the persons, who were held in St Kitts,
found a way to escape custody, clearly it was not
with an intention of coming back to Antigua. So
there seems to be an onward intent for them to con-
tinue to pursue entry into a US border,” he said.

Nicholas said the government does not want
the Cameroonians to use “Antigua as a trans-mi-
gratory location”.

It will now be up to St Kitts and Nevis to repa-
triate the Cameroonians back home.

Nicholas said the government is continuing its
assessment of the remaining West Africans in An-

tigua and Barbuda.

Once the assessment, which is being done in
conjunction with the UNHCR and IMO is com-
pleted, a decision will be taken on who will be de-
ported and who will be allowed to stay in Antigua.

Meanwhile, the Minister of Health informed
the cabinet on Wednesday that one of the
Cameroonian women, who arrived in December
2022, will give birth to a baby in less than a week.

Clarendon Dad wins $542M lotto

One lucky Supreme Ventures Limited cus-
tomer has made history by winning the biggest
Super Lotto jackpot ever!

One month after it was announced that one
lucky winner had hit the historic jackpot, the sus-
pense has finally ended as an overjoyed A. Fraser
has claimed his massive winnings of $542.5 Mil-
lion.

“I heard someone from Clarendon won but I
didn’t think it was me. I was on the phone with a
friend and they were calling out the winning num-
bers — me eye dem wide out when me see say me
win, cold bump start wash me! Me run out to me
kids dem and say ‘unnu daddy rich!” said an emo-
tional Fraser.

The winning ticket with lucky numbers 05, 19,
22,23, 33 and Superball 08 was bought at True
Friends Emporium in Clarendon.

The magnitude of his win brought Fraser to
tears as he recounted numerous struggles he faced
in his childhood and now in raising his own chil-
dren. He was overcome with emotions upon realiz-
ing how his fortunes had changed overnight with
his Super Lotto win.
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Opposition APNU goes to court to
stop Guyana's local election polls

The A Partnership for National
Unity (APNU) has filed an application
in the High Court seeking to postpone
or cancel the June 12 Local Govern-
ment Elections since they believe
changes made to 37 constituency
boundaries violate the constitution and
the Local Government Act.

In the application, APNU activist
Carol Joseph, said the reformed bound-
aries are “severely prejudiced” against
the party.

Joseph’s application is supported
by an affidavit from Opposition Com-
missioner on the Guyana Election
Commission (GECOM) board, Vincent
Alexander.

In his affidavit, Alexander said
Local Government Minister Nigel
Dharamlall presented GECOM with a
list of boundary changes in November
2022 and they rejected it because he
overstepped his powers.

Chief Election Officer (CEO)
Vishnu Persaud was tasked with con-
ducting a field exercise to determine if
boundary changes were needed.

Alexander said Persaud returned
with a report that did not deviate from
the Local Government Minister’s rec-
ommendations.

Alexander, who has been an Elec-
tion Commissioner for more than a
decade, said Persaud’s report was re-
jected and he was directed to conduct
the field exercise based on established
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Voters in line to cast their ballots at the last general elections in Guyana

precedent for boundary changes.
Joseph’s application claims Per-

field exercise should be undertaken.
Alexander said the CEO returned

tution.
However, it was accepted by the

saud insisted that he had no precedents  on January 31 with a report that did not Commission via a majority vote.

to follow and Alexander provided pre-  follow the precedent. He said he ob-

vious reports showing the discussions

that took place in the past about how a  did not comply with Guyana’s Consti-

jected to the report being used since it

The application will be heard by
Chief Justice Roxane George on May
30, 2023.

Hollywood A-listers named Antigua Ambassadors

Hollywood actresses Angela Bas-
sett and Dawnn Lewis have been named
the Tourism Ambassadors of Antigua
and Barbuda.

The decision to appoint both
women as Tourism Ambassadors was
taken during the cabinet meeting this
week.

According to a statement from the
Government, Basset has demonstrated
her love for Antigua by regular visits
and by making use of the celebrity
power she has accrued by appearing in
numerous films.

“Miss Lewis, who starred in
Grey’s Anatomy, A Different World,
and many movies and sitcoms also
loves Antigua,” the statement added.

The Hollywood stars will not be
paid for their work as the government
noted that the “appointment is volun-
tary, does not involve any remuneration
and they have agreed to make appear-
ances on behalf of Antigua and Bar-
buda.”

Angela Bassett is well-known for
her role in films such as Black Panther,
Avengers: Endgame, and Black Pan-
ther: Wakanda Forever amongst others.

From left to right: Minister Maria Browne, Dawnn Lewis, Prime Minister Gaston Browne and Angela Basset.



THURSDAY MAY 11 2023

I
Caribbean diaspora play key role

In King Charles III's coronation

Four members of the United King-
dom’s Caribbean diaspora played a key
role in the coronation of King Charles
III and Camilla, the Queen consort.

Baroness Floella Benjamin, who
was born in Trinidad and Tobago, car-
ried the Sovereign’s Sceptre ahead of
the King’s arrival.

“It was a truly magnificent experi-
ence carrying the Coronation Sceptre
with Dove, which represents peace,
mercy, equality and love which is every-
thing I believe in ®.” the Member of
the House of Lords and former televi-
sion presenter wrote on Twitter follow-
ing the ceremony.

Guyana born Baroness, Valerie
Amos, participated in King Charles I1I’s
Recognition Ceremony at the start of the
coronation. “I here present unto you
King Charles, your undoubted King.
Wherefore all you who are come this

Baroness Valerie Amos presenting at the Recognition Ceremony

day to do your homage and service, are Several Caribbean leaders includ-

The Jamaica-born Bishop of
Dover, Bishop Rose Hudson-Wilkin,
presented Queen Camilla with The

Queen’s Sceptre with Cross and The

British-Jamaican baritone singer
you willing to do the same?”’ she asked

the King,” she read.
The attendees all replied: “God

and composer, Roderick Williams, sang ing the Prime Ministers of St Vincent

the ‘Confortare’ anthem, which was a and the Grenadines, Antigua and Bar-

throw-back to the coronation of Charles buda and St Kitts and Nevis were at the

save King Charles.”

Queen’s Rod with Dove.

III’s grandfather George VI.

ceremony to witness the coronation.

Suriname condemned by human rights group

The human rights organization,
Foundation December 8, 1982, has
condemned violence that took place in
Pikin Saron southwest of the capital,
earlier this week, resulting in the deaths
of two people and a police station and
11 lumber trucks set ablaze.

“We call on the authorities to take
all necessary measures to track down
and prosecute the perpetrators of this
violent act and to create conditions in
which the loss of life can be prevented
and protected,” said Sunil Um-
rawsingh, who chairs the human rights

group.

Government have since held talks
with Amerindian leaders who have
been complaining for years that their

land rights are not protected by law and

successive governments, despite re-
peated commitments, have never recti-
fied this issue.

A draft law to regulate the land
rights issue has been before parliament
for a number of months for considera-
tion and approval and a few weeks ago,
indigenous people, during a protest
demonstration, presented petitions to
the Speaker of Parliament to speed up
the passage of the bill.
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Umrawsingh insisted
that violence is unac-
ceptable and in a
constitutional state

The human rights group said as an
organization, “we emphasize that advo-
cacy for the rights of indigenous and
tribal peoples must be done peacefully
and without the use of violence.

“To achieve normalization, the
government and other stakeholders
must engage in dialogue with indige-
nous and tribal communities to work
towards a solution that respects their
interests and rights. Respecting human
rights and the rule of law is essential in
this regard.”

Umrawsingh insisted that violence
is unacceptable and in a constitutional
state it is important that everyone obeys
the laws of the country.

“Standing up for your rights must
and can be done without the use of vio-
lence. We therefore once again strongly
condemn this violence. The Surinamese
government has been repeatedly con-
victed by the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights for violations of the
rights of indigenous and tribal peoples,
but has not implemented these sen-
tences fully or at all.

“Violations will continue in 2023.
We call on the government to stop

trampling on the collective human
rights of indigenous and tribal peoples
and to pass the necessary legislation in
accordance with the rulings of the
Inter-American Court. We urge the
government to stop trivializing and re-
specting the rights and legitimate inter-
ests of indigenous and tribal peoples,”
he added.

Meanwhile, the Minister of Land
Policy and Forest Management (GBB),
Dinotha Vorswijk, says the government
has started a process to withdraw the
extension of a timber concession with-
out going to court.

She recalled that when the govern-
ment came to office three years ago, it
took a decision not to issue new log-
ging concessions and to approve exten-
sions.

Vorswijk, who gave an overview
of logging concessions in the Para dis-
trict, said that there are 31 active log-
ging concessions in the area, and with
regards to the Pikin Saron where the in-
cident occurred, a concession extension
was signed last July for five years.

She said following the incident,
the government has decided to work
with lawyers for the withdrawal of the
extension and that the government is in
the process of revoking other exten-
sions.

In her statement to the National
Assembly, Vorswijk said that the histor-
ical injustice must be corrected and that
recognizing the fundamental rights of
the indigenous and other tribal peoples
is crucial.
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Excessive heat predicted for

Caribbean region into next season

It has been a hot couple of months
for many Caribbean islands with no end
in sight to the excessive heat.

According to the Barbados-based
Caribbean Climate Outlook Forum
(CariCOF) in its heat outlook for May to
October 2023, excessive heat can be ex-
pected, especially in August and Septem-
ber.

The heat outlook forecast notes
May to July, marking the first half of the
Caribbean heat Season (April/May to
October) may well be hotter than usual
for most.

Intense night-time and daytime heat
is expected in much of the Caribbean
from August to September/October,
marking the peak of the Heat Season.

The implications of the Heat Sea-
son:

Frequent and possibly intense
episodes of heat stress in the vulnerable
population and small livestock because
of high temperature and increasing hu-
midity from May through September.

Cooling needs rising sharply to-
wards August and September.

Over in St Maarten, the Meteoro-
logical Department in its seasonal out-
look for May to July 2023 states models
are indicating that rainfall totals for the
season May-June-July 2023 are likely to
be near the normal range in St Maarten
and the rest of the Caribbean.

The normal rainfall for May-June-

T T R R RS

T

\ W

NN
e

AN
-
o

N

|

W

Heat outlook forecast says the dry season will be hotter than usual for most in the Caribbean

July season on St Maarten ranges
167mm-295mm /7-12 inches, with 28 to
36 wet days. May to June the region
transitions to the wet season where rain-
fall may be more frequent while in July
there is often a summer dry spell.

The forecast is for up to 5 (7-day)
wet spells, up to 3 very wet spells and
about 5 (7-day) dry spells on St Maarten

during this season.

The majority of the forecast models
predict that an El Nino will start this sea-
son May to July 2023 (73 per cent
chance). There is a likelihood that the El
Nino phase will persist through early
2024. The wet season in the Caribbean
may be drier than normal in view of the
likely development of El Nino.

Currently, short-term drought has
developed in Barbados, Belize, southeast
Cuba, USVI, Martinique and St Vincent
while long-term drought has also devel-
oped in other areas across the Caribbean.

Although ‘drought’ conditions will
persist in St Maarten through May, mod-
els indicate that by the end of July there
will be no drought concern.

SVG, SKN want to sever ties with Monarchy

Prime Minister of St Vincent and the
Grenadines Dr Ralph Gonsalves is hop-
ing to see his country try again to transi-
tion to become a Republic.

In an interview with the BBC’s Mo-
hamed Madi and Celestina Oludole, Gon-
salves said having a British monarch as
head of state is “an absurdity” he would
like to end in his lifetime.

St Vincent and the Grenadines back
in 2009 held a referendum to become a
Republic, but it failed.

On BBC Radio 4’s The World at
One Highlights, the Vincentian Prime
Minister said he does not know if he is
going to lead that particular process or is
going to allow the next generation of
leaders to do that.

Gonsalves said:

“It is something | am hoping to see
consummated... the severing of the um-
bilical cord between our country and the
British Monarchy. King Charles knows
that... and he and I have discussed that in
very amicable ways.

Gonsalves was further questioned
about how King Charles III reacted when
the issue was brought up.

The prime minister said: “I would
say the King is understanding of the im-
pulses of former colonial peoples to cut
the links.”

St Vincent and the Grenadines is
among eight Caribbean countries which

still recognize King Charles III as its head
of state.”

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Dr. Ter-
rance Drew said he plans to hold public

consultations towards dropping the
British Monarch as St Kitts and Nevis’
head of state.

In an interview with the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Drew
did not give a date when the consultations
will begin but he said “that discussion
will start sometime during my leader-
ship”.

Drew said St Kitts and Nevis, which
became an independent state nearly 40
years ago, is “not totally free” as long as
King Charles III remains as the head of
state.

St Kitts and Nevis joins Belize and

Jamaica in expressing an intention to
drop the British Monarch as head of state.

Belize and Jamaica have established
commissions to guide the governments
towards becoming republics.

Barbados became the world’s latest
republic on 30 November 2021 when it
officially removed Queen Elizabeth II as
the head of state.

King Charles, who was then the
Prince of Wales, was on hand to witness
the historic moment.

“The creation of this republic offers
anew beginning, but it also marks a point
on a continuum — a milestone on the long
road you have not only travelled but
which you have built,” he said in a speech
at National Heroes Square.

“As your constitutional status

changes, it was important to me that [
should join you to reaffirm those things
which do not change

“For example, the close and trusted
partnership between Barbados and the
United Kingdom as vital members of the
Commonwealth; our common determina-
tion to defend the values we both cherish
and to pursue the goals we share; and the
myriad connections between the people
of our countries — through which flow ad-
miration and affection, co-operation and
opportunity — strengthening and enrich-
ing us all.”

Drew also told journalist Celestina
Olulode that apart from becoming a re-
public, St Kitts and Nevis would like
King Charles III to apologize for the
monarchy’s historic role in the trans-At-
lantic slave trade.

“I think that acknowledging that...
something wrong was done, acknowledg-
ing it and apologizing for it, is a step in
the right direction,” he said.

For his part, King Charles III ac-
knowledged “the appalling atrocity of
slavery” in the Caribbean during his
speech in Barbados.

Last month, Buckingham Palace
said King Charles III was cooperating
with an independent study exploring the
relationship between the British monar-
chy and the slave trade.
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Former Windies keeper David
Murray passes at 72

Cricket West Indies on Monday
paid tribute to David Murray, the former
Barbados and West Indies wicketkeeper
who passed away on Friday night. He
was 72. Murray was the son of West In-
dies batting great Sir Everton Weekes.
Murray’s son Ricky Hoyte, represented
Barbados and West Indies ‘A’ Team as a
wicketkeeper/batsman.

Murray’s first tour with the West In-
dies was in 1973 to England. He made
his international debut in the second
One-Day International by a West Indies
men’s team, which featured Lance
Gibbs, Roy Fredericks Rohan Kanhai
and Clive Lloyd. His Test debut came in
1978 against Australia in Guyana. Over-
all, he played 19 Tests, ten One-Day In-
ternationals and also 114 first-class
matches.

However, Murray’s career was cut
short after he joined a West Indies

“rebel” tour of Apartheid South Africa in
1983.

His final decades were spent in
poverty.

However, on Monday, Ricky Sker-
ritt, president of CWI paid tribute to
Murray.

“On behalf of CWI I want to offer
my sincere condolences to Ricky, and
other members of David’s family and
friends. David was a gifted wicketkeeper
and a stylish middle-order batsman. He
loved the game of cricket, and played
with a smile on his face. He will be re-
membered as a member of the great West
Indies squad which dominated world
cricket for over a decade. Devoted West
Indies Cricket fans still remember
David’s fantastic glove work and foot-
work behind the stumps to Michael
Holding and other members of the fear-
some West Indies fast bowling attack of

West Indies wicket keeper David Murray: passed away at 72

his time.”

On Monday, the West Indies Play-
ers Association (WIPA) also acknowl-
edged Murray’s death. WIPA president
and CEO Wavell Hinds described him as

an “excellent wicketkeeper” and con-
veyed condolences to, “our dear brother
Ricky Hoyte, Murray’s family and
friends and the entire cricketing frater-
nity.”

Russell propels KKR to victory over Punjab

Andre Russell lashed a Man-of-
the-Match cameo to propel under-pres-
sure Kolkata Knight Riders to a
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4 *Good luck

Do not suffer in silence any longer, contact Mr ABDUL
if you feel your issue need swift and effective solution.

last-ball win over Punjab Kings here
Monday and climb to fifth in a clus-
tered Indian Premier League standings.

k
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Entering the contest at Eden Gar-
dens with six defeats in 10 matches,
KKR chased down a tricky 180 to get
home by five wickets, with Russell
scoring 42 from 23 balls, batting at
number five.

The West Indies all-rounder plun-
dered three fours and three sixes but
perished to the penultimate delivery of
the match when he was run out at the
non-striker’s end attempting a sharp
single with Rinku Singh.

With two runs needed from the
final ball, the 25-year-old Rinku belted
a high full toss from left-arm seamer
Arshdeep Singh behind square for four,
to trigger the KKR celebrations.

“There was a little chaos on the
back end there with me getting run out
wanting to finish the job,” Russell said.
“But we have a finisher in Rinku and I
was very proud of him.”

Captain Nitish Rana top-scored
with 51 from 38 balls while English
opener Jason Roy struck 38 from 24
balls, Rinku ending on a 10-ball un-
beaten 21.

Punjab Kings had earlier gotten
57 from captain Shikhar Dhawan as
they reached 179 for seven from their
20 overs, after opting to bat first.

The left-handed opener struck
nine fours and a six, helping to inspire
a 53-run fourth wicket stand with
Jitesh Sharma (21), which pulled his
side around from 53 for three in the
sixth over.

Dhawan was eventually fifth out
in a slide that saw three wickets tumble
for 20 runs but Shahrukh Khan (21 not
out) and Harpreet Brar (17 not out)
added a vital 40 off just 16 deliveries in
an unbroken eighth wicket stand.

Russell’s solitary over cost 19

Andre Russell

runs while West Indies counterpart
Sunil Narine also went wicket-less in a
four-over spell that leaked 29 runs.

In reply, Roy put on 38 for the
first wicket with 21-year-old Afghan
Rahmanullah Gurbaz (15) and a further
26 for the second with Nitish who then
put on 51 for the third wicket with
Venkatesh Iyer (11), as KKR stitched
together crucial partnerships.

When Venkatesh and Nitish fell in
the space of 10 balls with only nine
runs added at 124 for four in the 16th
over, KKR found themselves wobbling
but Russell entered to dominate a 54-
run stand with Rinku, which swung the
chase in the hosts’ favour.

KKR are one of five teams in the
standings on 10 points, just six points
adrift of leaders Gujarat Titans.
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Speaal Offers Effective: Friday May. 12 To Thursday May. 18, 2023 . ? VISA
Cucumber (Large) %ed Pepper #1 Korean Cabbage

Big Eggplant Branch Tomato K& 4
A BEEN Reg : 3for$3.00 Reg : $2.59
Reg': $1.59/ va _— -

Green Leaf Lettuce  Garlic 3 pcsin abag GROCERY Nestle CoffegiMate 1.4(g  Ovaltine Malte Drink
BER, '

SR VITA CocgEoconut jL R
$13. 99

Reg:

Reg : 2for$1:59

Cantaloupe

HEI Knor Chicken Broth
Reg : $2.99

Mix 1Kg

- Sunkist Oranges

Red Seedless Grape Clementine With Leaves
TR HaLE EHEHDD ¢

Reg: $299 &%

g Erawan Brand Rice Rose Brand Jasmine
Stick Series 454g Scented.R|ce 8kg
il

RESTAURANT SPECIAL
S U SPEC Green Pepper Lemon 1155 Andy Boy Head Lettuce  English Cucumber

Cr?wn Broccoli : Green Onion W - & ; REN

Hongyucn Candy 350g I.|go Surd\nes Series 155g UFC Boncnq Scuce 550g

Frozen Peeled &
Deveined Shrimp
26/30 10x4LB/case

Garlic In Case

iRk S0X3RC SE2S
"oy Reg : $18.00

Mazola Canola Qil 2841 KIM TUTHARFleunfer Coconut ree Dried
R ClearROICAEH0g  Noodle 4003
Reg : $14.99 Kaaﬁfﬂ- KBEE A .

Large Eggssas
ﬁ%kigﬁ“' -

Fudgee@m(:ake‘ Nin Jiom Pei Pa Koa
Bar Series 1039 i Herbal Formuia 300ml

Squid Brand Fish Sauce  Capri Vegetable Oil  Pearl River Bridge Superior Kadoya Roasted Sesame Oil_ ADM Monarch Cake Flour  ADM Menarch

e kT — B 161 3 Doark Soy Saucei8lx2 r\ﬁﬁm 1.65L B 20kg _Pastry Flog’f.',l
r v Ve f g EMT/EREEE = W I8 HEDHR 20kg

M Dnar

& i GY)
m wf ‘5 % : Y 2 99 MEAT Beef Shank WithBone  Chicken Leg Meat

bag

Pork Butt BRYR TPy
Pearl River Bridge Lee Kum Kee Oyster Lee Kum Kee NG-18 New Gen ADM All Purpose: Flour 8 . Reg:$359 Reg : $4.99. -
Superior Light Soy Flavoured Sauce HoisinSauce 1.75L Eco-Friendly Packaging B 200G, | : 7 ' L
Souce BL2SEATIN stz 62 2kg —RMR R s " e ) 3 il
& & P b WsOA) @ 1% :
NEW GEN - \ s
=282 21 e
case %) | Fozen Gowjlongue

GER,
ORI

Qualy Pak Squid 2.2Lb i Pampanga Longanisa Cool Ocean Headless

Ferma Red Fish 750g
&

Cool Ocean Frozen Mg sere | lie g Sausage 3759 Croaker 908g
Whlteshﬂmp (Ml 400g  Reg,, $10.99 e FREER, BEFLRLE
00 CaleR Reg: $399,... >y

lee CatFish

Fresh White Bass
&

Kam Yen Jan Chinese Yakult Probiofic Drink
Sty1e Sousoge Series 3759 FLEE IR 400ml

1635 Lawrence Ave West, North York ON, M6L 3C9 | Tel : 416-241-8988 MON - SUN 9AM - 9PM, OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | www.superking.ca

Although We Strive For Accuracy In Both Copy & lllustration,unintentional Error May Occur, We Reserve The Right To Correct Any Error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities.Design and advertisement by Promobiz Solutions. Tel:416-773-1668
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Mississauga South
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0“ ’ll Want You’ll want to rush off the plane.
y You’ll want to dive into the ocean.
You’ll want to switch your

to Clap When phone to ‘Do not disturb’.
This is the magic of Barbados.

you land visitbarbados.org
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A journey of a
thousand miles
begins with a
single step!

WWW.guyahatourism.com




