
These are the faces of the May 21 tragedy in Mahdia, Guyana — all young victims of a fire at a 

school dormitory that claimed 19 lives instantly, and a 20th just on Tuesday. The last victim (at right) 

is Sherana Daniels, 14, who succumbed to her injuries at the Georgetown Public Hospital’s Intensive 

Care Unit (ICU). President Dr. Irfaan Ali has announced a Commission of Inquiry into the fire. A 15 

year old student of the school has been charged with 19 counts of murder (up to press time) and has 

been remanded into custody. Story inside.

• Thursday February 21 2019. • Vol 37, #12 • Serving the community for 36 years. www.equalitynews.ca

SERVING, CARIBBEAN, EAST ASIANS, GUYANESE, JAMAICANS, TRINIS AND MORE.  416 759 6397 

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

Serving the community for nearly four decades. www.equalitynews.ca

$1.00
Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. Get  The  COVID SPECIAL

and  stay alive. For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  4 weeks free. 

647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282  3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

Thursday October 22 2020 • Volume 38, Issue #49Thursday July 14 2022. Volume 40 Issue#33

Proudly the largest weekly Caribbean Newspaper in Canada for 40 years

Now entering our 5th decade of serving the community

As the largest Canadian Caribbean weekly, growing to serve you better 
now in our 5th decade, we have continued to evole based on the changing 

needs of our multicultural community. Grow with us. 
EqualityGroup@rogers.com   

http://WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA or WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.US 
ADVERTISING: 647 216 2359  Marie.  NEWS: 416 759 NEWS (6397)   

Thursday July 21 2022. Volume 40, Issue #34Thursday January 12 2023. Volume 41, Issue #02

5000 Yonge Street, Suite 1901, Toronto, ON M2N 7E9 
• Sponsorship • Refugee Hearings • Detention Reviews  

• Deportation Hearings •Call-in-notices • Appeals  
• PR Renewal • Citizenship 

(647) 864-4224 
EMAIL:  info@sepimmigration.ca • http://www.sepimmigration.ca

   Thursday June 1 2023. Volume 41, Issue #22 www.equalitynews.ca. For advertising, call 647-216-2359

Equality is now on board with InterCaribbean Airlines. The 

paper will be shipped each week to Barbados via WestJet and 

then distributed across the Caribbean region via InterCaribbean 

Airlines. For more on InterCaribbean, see their ad on Page 2

Perspectives of 
development in 

Guyana. 
Dr Fred Sukhdeo, 

Page 10

THE FACES OF TRAGEDY



2 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY JUNE 1 2023



EQUALITY NEWS 3THURSDAY JUNE 1 2023

VISHAL SHARMA  
Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent 
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sult, you need an attorney who knows every detail 

about you and your case. Sharma Law takes the 

time to get to know each and every client, so we’re 

in the best position to represent you and your family 

when it matters most. Backed by proven results and 

experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court, 

Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.   

Personal Injury 
Injuries caused by the negligence 

of others can be physically, emo-

tionally, and financially devastating 

for victims and their families. If 

you’ve been injured, you need a 

personal injury lawyer who knows 

how to fight for the compensation 

you deserve.

Injury Claims 
Motor Vehicle Accident Claims, At-
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Accident Claims, Catastrophic In-

jury Claims, Slip and Falls, Trip 
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Disability and Short Term Disabil-
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We are committed to achieving successful results for every client 

and case. We accomplish this by providing exceptional legal advice 

and strategies based on a thorough understanding of your case and 

your desired outcomes. FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM RE-

VIEW. CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE REVIEWS

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere 
in Ontario.  Video Conference and Office meetings available.  

 24/7 Direct Line 647-972-4440 
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www.vsharmalaw.ca

NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM 



4 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY JUNE 1 2023



EQUALITY NEWS 5THURSDAY JUNE 1 2023

A new plan to force hospitals to re-

port adverse effects of “natural health 

products” such as herbal remedies and 

supplements has come as a surprise to 

manufacturers, who say they were blind-

sided by the proposed change. 

The federal government included 

the plan in the 2023 budget bill, which 

is still making its way through the House 

of Commons. 

It would see natural health products 

fall under the same category as pharma-

ceuticals when it comes to how they are 

monitored once they are on the market. 

They would be incorporated into 

Vanessa’s Law, which was passed in 

2014 to improve the reporting of adverse 

health reactions. 

It was named after 15-year-old 

Vanessa Young, the daughter of a Con-

servative member of Parliament, who 

died in 2000 after her heart rate had been 

affected by medication that was pre-

scribed by her doctor. 

Putting natural health products 

under that framework would require 

hospitals to report on any unintended 

consequences associated with them, so 

that Health Canada can recall them or 

order fixes if necessary. 

The provisions had been discussed 

before, said Aaron Skelton, president of 

the Canadian Health Food Association. 

But “there was nothing that would have 

indicated to industry that it was immi-

nent,” he said. 

“The industry and the association 

were both caught off guard when we saw 

that included in the budget.” 

The debate about whether to in-

clude natural health products in 

Vanessa’s Law when it was first intro-

duced generated “quite the discussion” 

on Parliament Hill at the time, Sen. Ju-

dith Seidman, who sponsored the origi-

nal bill in the Senate, told her colleagues 

at a recent committee hearing. 

The government at the time decided 

against doing so. 

Since then, several high-profile 

tragedies that saw parents and patients 

eschew conventional medicine in favour 

of natural remedies have prompted a re-

newed national conversation about the 

regulation of natural health products in 

Canada. 

Vanessa’s Law would also let 

Health Canada demand that manufac-

tures make changes to their labels and 

recall unsafe products.

Ottawa eyes rules on natural health products

On TikTok: Raul’s Jewellery (Number 
1 for Guyana Jewellery on TikTok  

Mocha, East Bank Demerara 
Phone number/WhatsApp:  

+592-644-0543

Condo owners losing money on 
investment, says CIBC report

By Niraj Sharma 
LJI REPORTER 

 

According to a recent report by 

the Canadian Imperial Bank of Com-

merce (CIBC) and real estate research 

firm Urbanation, last year marked a 

significant turning point for investors 

in newly-completed condos in the 

Greater Toronto Area (GTA). For the 

first time, more than half of these in-

vestors found themselves losing 

money on their rental properties, and 

experts predict that this trend will per-

sist. 

The study found that only 48 per-

cent of leveraged condo investors who 

had purchased pre-construction units 

with the intention of renting them out 

were able to achieve positive cash 

flow in 2022. The majority of in-

vestors faced a situation where the 

rental income generated by these 

newly-completed units was insuffi-

cient to cover mortgage costs, condo 

fees, and property taxes. 

CIBC's Benjamin Tal and Urba-

nation's Shaun Hildebrand, the authors 

of the report, noted that this shift to-

wards negative cash flow represents a 

significant change in investor behav-

ior. They anticipate that the situation 

will worsen in the coming years as the 

completion of increasingly expensive 

new condos, which were presold to in-

vestors in the past few years, adds to 

the challenge. 

The researchers suggest that a de-

crease in interest rates and an increase 

in rents could alleviate some of the fi-

nancial burden for investors in the fu-

ture. However, they caution that these 

factors alone will not be enough to 

prevent the deterioration of investors' 

financial situations. The outlook for 

prices and the credit environment will 

also play a crucial role in determining 

investors' decisions. If financing op-

tions remain accessible and prices 

continue to rise, some investors may 

choose to hold onto their rental prop-

erties despite the negative cash flow. 

Tal and Hildebrand believe that 

the limited housing supply and mini-

mal prospects for improvement have 

deterred investors from selling their 

properties. Developers in the GTA 

have the capacity to deliver a maxi-

mum of around 20,000 units per year, 

which represents only marginal 

growth for a condo stock that is ap-

proaching half a million units. 

The researchers note that any in-

vestors willing to sell their properties 

would encounter a tight resale market. 

However, if investors become hesitant 

to invest in pre-sales, the demand for 

new condos will decrease, leading to a 

decline in new construction, deliver-

ies, and ultimately, rental supply. 

This report from Tal and Hilde-

brand follows the findings of 

Rentals.ca research, which revealed a 

significant increase in average adver-

tised rental prices in April compared to 

the pandemic lows of April 2021. Av-

erage rents across Canada rose by 9.6 

percent compared to April 2022. In 

major cities, average rents for one-

bedroom homes ranged from as high 

as $2,787 in Vancouver to as low as 

$1,091 in Regina, with the national av-

erage reaching $1,811.

Condo owners are losing money on their investment, says a new report from CIBC
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

t straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

nne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

go to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

rom the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Unconscionable to politicise grief
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IT is an unconscionable act to cap-

italise on the grief of the Mahdia tragedy 

for political mileage, and in times of 

devastation, leaders need to rise above 

partisan interests and work towards unit-

ing the country, providing solace and 

hope to those in need. Only through gen-

uine unity and collective resilience can 

a nation heal and emerge stronger from 

tragedy. 

To politicise the grief of those af-

fected by the tragic Mahdia dormitory 

fire, less than one week after 19 children 

lost their lives (the toll is now 20), as 

many families await the recovery of 

those who are still hospitalised with in-

juries, is something along the lines of in-

sanity, since there is a time and place for 

everything. 

Opposition Leader Aubrey Norton 

allegedly during an appearance in a 

media outlet in Trinidad and Tobago 

tried such. 

Norton, who heads a party that is 

strongly accused of attempting to rig the 

2020 elections as the world watched on 

in condemnation, is also facing signifi-

cant backlash from members of the pub-

lic after he called for the resignation of 

Minister of Education, Priya Manickc-

hand; Minister of Health, Dr Frank An-

thony and Public Works Minister, Juan 

Edghill following Monday’s tragic fire 

at Mahdia. 

Across social media platforms, 

members of the public took to the com-

ment section and called out Norton for 

these remarks. Some persons questioned 

how such an action would help the situ-

ation even as they called Norton out for 

playing politics with such a delicate sit-

uation. 

In one comment, one person stated, 

“Why does everything have to be polit-

ical? These leaders have no dignity and 

jump at every opportunity to defame the 

other.” 

Nevertheless, the country will 

overcome this current devastation, as 

President Dr Irfaan Ali has announced 

that the government will be launching a 

Commission of Inquiry (CoI) to investi-

gate the causes and circumstances of the 

Mahdia fire. 

The Head of State said: “We will 

never forget these children. They will re-

main in our hearts forever. But we will 

overcome this tragedy. Of this, I am con-

fident and even more so because we are 

a resilient people.” Dr Ali called on the 

nation to band together, and find com-

fort in unity. 

Tragedy strikes deep at the core of 

a nation, shaking its foundation and 

leaving its citizens in a state of vulnera-

bility and grief. 

In such times of immense suffer-

ing, it is imperative for political leaders 

and their supporters to rise above per-

sonal agendas and come together in pur-

suit of national unity. 

However, regrettably, some leaders 

and their acolytes succumb to the temp-

tation of exploiting these tragic events, 

particularly the deaths of innocent chil-

dren, as a means to gain political 

mileage and sow divisions within a na-

tion. 

Tragedy, especially when it in-

volves the loss of innocent lives, com-

mands reverence and respect. The deaths 

of children represent an exceptional sor-

row that touches the hearts of every cit-

izen, irrespective of political affiliations. 

Exploiting such tragedy for per-

sonal or political gains undermines the 

dignity of these events and tarnishes the 

memory of those who have perished. 

Political leaders are responsible for 

demonstrating empathy, compassion, 

and sensitivity, ensuring that tragedy re-

mains a unifying force rather than a di-

visive one. 

By exploiting the deaths of children 

for political advantage, leaders and their 

acolytes betray the trust of the people 

they are meant to serve. Citizens look to 

their leaders for guidance and solace in 

times of tragedy, seeking reassurance 

that their nation will emerge stronger 

and united. 

When leaders instead use these 

devastating events as tools to further 

their own agendas, trust is eroded, and 

cynicism takes its place. The resulting 

division only compounds the existing 

pain and hampers genuine healing and 

reconciliation prospects. 

Exploiting tragedy in pursuit of po-

litical points inevitably leads to in-

creased societal polarisation and 

fragmentation. By capitalising on the 

grief and anger of the affected citizens, 

leaders risk exacerbating existing divi-

sions, pitting one group against another. 

This dangerous path can have far-reach-

ing consequences, undermining social 

cohesion, and hindering efforts to re-

build and move forward as a united na-

tion. Political leaders must resist this 

temptation and prioritise unity over 

short-term gains. 

In times of tragedy, nations require 

leadership that can bring people to-

gether, transcending political boundaries 

to foster healing and resilience. Instead 

of seizing these opportunities, leaders 

who exploit tragedy for personal gains 

squander valuable chances for national 

healing and growth. By redirecting the 

focus away from the collective good to-

wards their own interests, they perpetu-

ate the cycle of pain, preventing the 

affected society from moving towards a 

shared vision of a better future. 

Exploiting tragedy, particularly the 

deaths of children, for political gain is 

an unethical act that undermines the 

principles of compassion, unity, and 

trust. Political leaders and their acolytes 

must recognise such actions’ destructive 

consequences and prioritise the nation’s 

well-being over personal ambitions.

Dear Editor, 
 
Kaieteur News – The tragedy that took place at Madhia where 19 lives were 

lost and a number of others injured will forever be etched in our memory.  The 
fiery death and destruction that befell us has left a traumatic scar on all of us, not 
just the families in Madhia; that indelible scar would be left with us for a long 
time. But amidst our sorrow and grief, we look forward to a better tomorrow, as 
we repair and rebuild our community from this tragic loss. 

The tragedy itself will not go away so easily, but will stay on with us for a 
long time.  We mourn our loss with dignity, not without hope, but with renewed 
strength and fortitude as we look toward the future. We cannot undo the past but 
we can and will redouble our focus as we learn from this horrible past event, and 
move forward with renewed purpose to ensure that this does not happen again. 

So, we rise from the ashes as time would heal and move us on to a brighter 
day, one that would be life fulfilling for our children and their children coming 

after them. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Neil Adams

We will rise from the ashes

   Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have 

an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit 

your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com. 

   Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-

sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-

formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the 

writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.

Send us your letters
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Building much needed homes on 

precious farmland is a bad idea for On-

tario, farmers are telling Premier Doung 

Ford. 

As a result, the Ontario govern-

ment is considering backing off from 

proposals that would allow more hous-

ing to be built on Ontario's dwindling 

farmland, according to a report on CBC 

news. 

Leaders of a range of farming and 

agricultural groups met with senior gov-

ernment officials last week to raise their 

concerns about proposed changes to 

provincial land-use policy that Ford and 

his ministers have said will spur new 

home construction.  

The contentious proposals are part 

of the government's overhaul of On-

tario's land-use guidelines, floated last 

month by Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing Steve Clark. At the time, 

Clark called his plan "housing-focused" 

and said it would create more homes in 

both urban and rural communities. 

On Monday, Clark told the Ontario 

Federation of Agriculture in a letter the 

CBC News said it obtained that he 

"clearly heard the concerns" and prom-

ised "to look at alternatives" to the 

changes he'd proposed.  

Farmers say the proposals as they 

currently stand have the potential to lead 

to hundreds of thousands of homes on 

prime farmland. 

"That is an awful lot of urban peo-

ple moving to the countryside and hav-

ing to deal with the issues of farming 

that they're not used to," said Mark 

Reusser, a turkey farmer in Wilmot 

Township, less than a 10-minute drive 

from the western edge of Kitchener.  

Reusser says farmers are concerned 

that putting more homes on and adjacent 

to farms would lead to conflict with new 

non-farming residents over the odour, 

dust and noise that comes with raising 

livestock or growing crops.  

"Agriculture works better when it 

is somewhat distanced from people, es-

pecially people who are from an urban 

setting originally and who are not used 

to those things," Reusser said in an in-

terview on his farm.  

"We're also concerned that (build-

ing housing) is probably not the best use 

of farmland," he said. "It will never be 

farmland again once there's a house on 

it."  

The most contentious change 

would allow the owners of agricultural 

land to carve out up to three housing lots 

on each farm parcel, a policy known as 

severance. Ford and Clark indicated 

their intent is to make it easier for farm-

ers to build homes for their adult chil-

dren on their land.  

"The number one complaint that I 

get when I go to the farms is, 'I want my 

kids to stay on the farm,' and there are 

certain jurisdictions that won't allow you 

to build an additional residence," Ford 

told the legislature on Monday.  

"It has never been our intention for 

severed lots to be transferred or sold to 

non-family/farm owners," Clark said in 

his letter Monday. "Any ambiguity re-

garding our intentions will be clarified, 

eliminated and resolved." 

Using farmland for housing a really 
bad idea, farmers tell Doug Ford

Building housing is not the best use for farmland, farmers in Ontario have 
told Premier Doug Ford
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I am writing in reference to an ar-

ticle published in the Sunday May 28th 

edition of the Kaieteur News, with the 

caption “countries within pathway of 

potential oil spill from Guyana have 

US$140 billion in economic activity at 

risk”. The article quoted international 

financial analyst, Tom Sanzillo. The 

analyst in a recent article argued that 

the Caribbean countries within close 

proximity, produce more than US$140 

billion annually largely based on their 

maritime and tourism sectors. 

Editor, I am deeply perplexed as 

to how this genius international finan-

cial analyst arrived at his number of 

over US$140 billion for a few CARI-

COM countries, when the total GDP 

for the entire CARICOM as of 2022 is 

an estimated US$100 billion, the 

tourism sector of CARICOM accounts 

for about 16% of GDP which will 

translate to US$16 billion. The marine 

sector accounts for 1.5% of global GDP 

which stands at approximately US$100 

trillion. In the United States, the marine 

sector accounts for about 1.7% of GDP. 

So, we can safely extrapolate that the 

regional marine sector accounts for 

1.5% of the region’s GDP which would 

translate to US$1.5 billion giving rise 

to a total of US$17.5 billion for the two 

sectors combined, thereby accounting 

for 17.5% of the region’s GDP. 

With the foregoing in mind, Tom 

Sanzillo, who did not demonstrate how 

he arrived at US$140 billion, as I have 

done above, has effectively inflated his 

number by 700%. 

More so, his argument is framed 

within the context of what an oil spill 

liability would look like in any such 

event. However, he has failed to con-

sider to what extent will the capping 

stack minimize the impact of a spill 

once deployed within the prescribed 

timeframe as per the Environmental 

Permit. 

It would be good for Tom to pro-

vide some clarifications and explana-

tions on his calculations as well as a 

proper assessment of an oil spill risk 

considering the risk mitigation strate-

gies in place.

Tom Sanzillo is a Genius Financial Ana-
lyst, he extrapolates magical numbers

Joel Bhagwandin

The Economy & Finance | JB’s Insight  

Tourism accounts for 16% of the Caribbean’s GDP

Candlelight vigil held 
at Toronto Consulate 

for Mahdia victims 
The parents of Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali (left) were among dozens 

of people who attended a candlelight vigil at the Guyana Consulate in 

Toronto, in memory of the 20 victims of the May 21 Mahdia school fire. 

The event gave Guyanese in the Canadian Diaspora the opportunity to 

mourn the loss of so many young lives alongside their fellow Guyanese at 

home. 

On the night of May 21,  a fire broke out in a secondary school dormi-

tory in Mahdia, Potaro-Siparuni, killing 18 students and the young son of a 

caretaker on the spot. A 20th victim succumbed on Tuesday at hospital in 

Georgetown. The fire was among the deadliest involving school dormitories 

in the last 30 years
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President Ali’s heartfelt ‘letter to 
Guyana’s children’ urges empathy

On the anniversary of Guyana’s 

Independence last week, President Dr 

Irfaan Ali wrote a touching letter to the 

nation’s children, invoking sympathy-

for the 19 young victims of the Mahdia 

fire on May 21. 

Following is the complete letter: 

“ON this the 57th Independence 

Anniversary of your homeland, you are 

asked to share the pain, bear the sorrow 

and shoulder the responsibility of help-

ing each other, supporting each other 

and uplifting each other. 

The 19 souls from different 

homes, different families and commu-

nities banded together in pursuit of 

their dreams and hopes, shattered by 

the instant nature of death. 

This tragic day must bring all of 

you closer together in your schools, 

value your friendship, share abundantly 

your love and kindness, shoulder each 

other’s pains, counsel each other with 

wisdom and pressure each other only 

with good thoughts and actions. Learn 

from mistakes, remember your God 

and lean on his mercies and favours. 

Never forget the fragility of life, 

open yourself to good counsel, be re-

spectful, pay tribute to your teachers, 

reach for the most distraught among 

you and give them your hands of 

friendship, share from your abundance 

among those who least have and al-

ways remember this is your home in 

which you were gifted life and among 

you lies the fabric of nationhood. 

Children of the future will inherit 

the pains and sorrows, the wisdom and 

truth, the honour and dignity and the 

success that must come with it. 

Let not circumstances spoil this 

inheritance, let not short-term joy be 

the replacement for hard work and 

present not your self-interest at the 

detriment of the collective. Bind your-

selves in a universal whole in which 

peace, contentment, love, patience and 

mercy are the flames of your existence. 

It is these times of trials and hard-

ship that would test you, your resolve 

and your sense of purpose. Dig deep 

and uproot all that strangles you inter-

nally and breathe fresh air into your 

system that the new day brings and the 

understanding that together you will 

succeed, together you will overcome 

and together you will inherit this home 

into your care and safe keeping. 

In the meantime, we the custodi-

ans of this baton to be passed on to 

you, pledge to nurture it and create in it 

opportunities through which all of you 

will flourish with the realisation of 

your hopes and aspiration. 

To our children of Mahdia Sec-

ondary and the dorms, you must have 

many thoughts and questions but know 

that our collective shoulders as a nation 

are yours. Your sorrow is ours and your 

pain we share. 

The horizon at this hour appears 

grey and the clouds of rain fill your 

tears and the songs of the birds, the 

freshness of the wind, and the exis-

tence of life bring a heavy burden. 

Of those angels among you we 

have lost to the gardens of heaven let 

not their spirit, love and earthly pres-

ence be lost. You must now take their 

dreams, their aspirations and their hope 

and realise them so that, through each 

of you, they will live, they will shine 

and their parents and loved ones will 

find peace in your successes and your 

presence. Forget not the beautiful 

memories, cherish the times you 

shared, knowing at all times your fam-

ily is all of us. All of us belong to one 

mother- this land – our land, Guyana 

the free. 

Oh motherland guard these your 

children, strengthen them in your 

bosom and let them know how worthy 

they are; strengthen them in their her-

itage, enrich them with the sunshine 

and shelter them from the rains. Oh 

this we ask thee great mother Guyana 

the free. 

God Bless our Motherland! God 

bless the people of Guyana! 

I thank you”.

President, Dr Irfaan Ali comforts children at the scene of the May 21 school fire

AN international team of four experts has arrived 
in Guyana to offer the government a proposal for prison 
reform, by way of a project called ‘Holistic Prison Min-
istry’. 

Their approach focuses on the concept of moral re-
habilitation, aiming to provide inmates with a sense of 
purpose, and support their transition into law-abiding 
citizens. 

The team was brought here under the patronage of 
Region Three Private Sector Inc. (R3PSInc) and its 
head, Halim Khan. 

The team consists of Dr. Joanne Spence, a psychol-
ogist from Trinidad and Tobago; Dr. Desmond Khan 
from Canada, who specialises in biofeedback, and At-
tention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD); Ms. 
Marjorie Beazer, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and 
Principal Consultant of the Lead Center for Public Pol-
icy, Advocacy, Justice, and Social Change, of California; 
and John Duggan, who holds a Doctor of Ministry de-
gree, from Canada. 

The team is experienced in addressing mental 
health issues such as Post-traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), anxiety, and depression, which are often preva-
lent among incarcerated individuals. 

In a recent interview, Beazer stated that they rep-
resent a larger group of individuals in Canada, and are 
in Guyana to help facilitate and collaborate with the peo-
ple and the Government of Guyana in producing holistic 
and sustainable changes through the lens of criminal jus-
tice, leading to better outcomes for communities, indi-
viduals, and the country. 

“One of the primary reasons we have a correctional 
system is to do just that; correct behaviour, which in-
cludes the way I think, the values I hold, the attitudes, 
and the principles that govern my life,” she said, adding: 

“When we take a holistic approach to doing that, 
we achieve better outcomes. These outcomes are sus-
tainable, measurable, and benefit not only the person 
and their family but also the community.” 

Born in the British Virgin Islands, and currently 
pursuing a Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
in Jamaica, Beazer brings her expertise as a former 
counsellor in prison in Antigua and Barbuda, as well as 
her background in criminal justice and counselling. 

She highlighted the significant impact holistic ap-
proaches can have on young inmates, in terms of pre-
venting them from falling back into a life of crime. 

Beazer also currently chairs a technical committee 

in Jamaica, where they are working on first-time stan-
dards for the correctional sector. 

“We have the opportunity now to incorporate con-
cepts such as faith, not just where we look at rehabilita-
tion normally; it is skill building… I’m going to teach 
you a trade, but we don’t focus on character building,” 
she said, adding: 

“Faith can do that, as well as work within the 
scheme of psychosocial, health and wellness, that’s what 
we are here to do.” 

She said there is a trend worldwide, and in the 
Caribbean as well, where there is an uptick in the num-
ber of incarcerated females. 

“She is a caregiver; she is the one who has children. 
When you snatch mommy out of the home and incar-
cerate her, what happens to the children? That caregiv-
ing responsibility resides within her, generally,” she 
explained. 

She said that in the context of prison, it was origi-
nally designed for men, so a woman’s unique needs 
would need to be addressed, so that when she comes out, 
she, too, is ready to be reintegrated.

International team proposes holistic prison reform
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Ali’s recent visit renewed momen-
tum in Guyana-India relations

PRESIDENT of India, Droupadi 

Murmu, on Friday, in her Independence 

Day greetings to the people of Guyana, the 

government and President Dr. Irfaan Ali, 

said that the recent visit made by local offi-

cials to India provided new momentum in 

Guyana-India relations. 

“The recent visit of Your Excellency 

to India and other high-level engagements 

have provided a renewed momentum to 

India-Guyana relations. I am confident that 

the deep bonds of friendship between our 

two countries will be further strengthened 

and diversified,” President Murmu stated. 

President Ali visited India for seven 

days in January 2023. Upon returning, he 

said that working groups had been estab-

lished and would have begun work imme-

diately to push the collaborative agenda in 

several areas discussed during the trip. 

“We have already written to the Gov-

ernment of India outlining the working 

group, the names that we are proposing to 

be part of that working group following the 

OAS model with the US and CARICOM,” 

he said. 

President Ali also noted India’s keen 

interest in investing and working with 

Guyana in several areas, namely agricul-

ture, technology, security and even on the 

oil and gas front. 

During the seven days, he said he met 

with the Prime Minister of India, Narendra 

Modi, and they discussed cooperation in 

several areas. 

Dr. Ali related that the Prime Minister 

had shown an interest in visiting Guyana 

this year to fast-track a lot of the planning 

in areas they have identified for collabora-

tion. 

In addition to this, President Ali said 

that, in a meeting with Prime Minister 

Modi, they discussed the shared vision and 

commitment to various global topics, 

which include climate change, food secu-

rity, energy security, human resource devel-

opment and building out a platform 

through which they can create a better 

global environment that supports peace and 

development. 

He added that in relation to agricul-

ture and food production, that stood as a 

strong pillar underpinning discussion, as 

this is a key element of Guyana’s develop-

ment aspiration and a key element of the 

leadership that the country is providing in 

the region. 

“There was tremendous interest in 

having close collaboration between the two 

governments on research and development, 

technology transfer, building out of our 

agri-food system, the ecosystem surround-

ing our food production and agriculture, 

and enhancing the productivity of our agri-

cultural sector,” President Ali said. 

Further, the ongoing transformation 

of Guyana’s healthcare system was also 

discussed as ways in which India can col-

laborate with local authorities here, espe-

cially as the government intends to push 

the use of telemedicine here. 

Those collaborations would also see 

training and advancement of the human-re-

source pool, such as the nurses and labora-

tory technicians, among others. 

Meanwhile, he mentioned that discus-

sions were also held in relation to the secu-

rity and defence sector. 

India, Dr. Ali related, has a very 

strong investment in defence technology 

and, as such, discussions surrounded this 

along with the training of Guyanese in this 

field. 

He said that the two countries could 

collaborate in this regard to further the 

modernisation of the Guyana Defence 

Force and the Guyana Police Force in 

terms of equipment transformation to have 

a defence capability that functions on an 

improved technological platform.

DNA results used to identify victims of Mahdia fire
THE government has obtained DNA results match-

ing the names of 13 bodies from the Mahdia fire tragedy 

that were previously not visually identified, the Ministry 

of Health on Friday confirmed. 

Their bodies will now be released to families of the 

deceased for funeral arrangements. Arrangements have 

been put in place by the Guyana Police Force for fami-

lies to take possession of bodies when and where, in ac-

cordance with their wishes.  

The Government of Guyana is providing assistance 

and support to all families for funerals over the follow-

ing days. 

DNA analyses were conducted on 14 bodies: 13 

bodies of girls from the Mahdia fire and one body of a 

boy child who died in the fire as well. 

The samples from the forensic specimens were ob-

tained from 13 bodies by a Specialist Pathologist 

through a bilateral arrangement between Guyana and 

Barbados, while another forensic specimen was ob-

tained from a young boy and was taken by Guyanese 

Pathologist Dr Nehaul Singh. These specimens (ob-

tained) were compared to DNA samples taken from par-

ents and siblings. 

The DNA analyses were conducted by the Pathol-

ogy Laboratory of the internationally-recognised Icahn 

School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, in New York City. 

Dr Carlos Cordon-Cardo, Professor and Systems Chair, 

and internationally renowned for DNA analyses, led a 

team of experts in conducting the analyses. 

“The Government of Guyana is grateful for the 

forensic examination and analyses that were done by a 

pathologist from Barbados, Dr Shubhaker Karra Paul, 

who came to Guyana under the auspices of the RSS. 

The government is also grateful to Dr Nehaul Singh for 

completing the initial set of post-mortems in Mahdia. 

The Government of Guyana expresses its gratitude to 

the Mount Sinai team that has been working with 

Guyana over the last year. The Mount Sinai team gra-

ciously and generously contributed their expertise to 

complete the DNA analyses in record time. The Gov-

ernment of Guyana is also grateful to the Hess Corpo-

ration for providing transportation to air-dash and 

rapidly transporting the specimens and samples from 

Georgetown to New York,” the Health Ministry noted. 

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali with Indian President Droupadi Munmu



PRIME Minister, Brigadier 

(Ret’d) Mark Phillips, on Friday, said 

survivors of the recent Mahdia fire and 

their families are currently undergoing 

counselling, spearheaded by the Min-

istry of Human Services and Social Se-

curity. 

Providing an update on the situa-

tion, Prime Minister Phillips pointed 

out that the therapy is long-term and 

aims to assist the families with coping. 

“We will continue to remain in 

contact with these families during this 

difficult time. This counselling is not a 

short-term or a one-off activity,” the 

prime minister disclosed. 

In addition to the medical and psy-

chosocial interventions facilitated by 

the government, ministers have been 

assigned to the grieving families to pro-

vide the necessary support. 

“We have a list of ministers who 

are working with each family. As you 

know, families were brought to George-

town, along with patients, and the gov-

ernment is funding the upkeep of those 

families, in terms of allowances; finan-

cial assistance for the time that they 

will be in Georgetown, including ac-

commodation, meals, and transporta-

tion to the hospital to see their loved 

ones,” Prime Minister Phillips said. 

Additionally, personal care ham-

pers were distributed to the families in 

Georgetown as well as those that re-

main in their villages. 

“We have provided food hampers, 

not only to the families but to the vil-

lages as well. We have had the Civil 

Defence Commission ferrying food 

items into Micobie, Karisparu, 

Chenapou, and El Paso,” the Prime 

Minister said. 

He added that these efforts will be 

duplicated in other villages in Region 

Eight that are also affected by the 

tragedy.
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#1 African spiritual 
healer Mr Sety. 

I can help you if you have any family & 

love problems, 

Bad luck, bad spirits. Your lover left you 

& you want him or her 

To comeback quickly to you, you have 

bad spirits  bad 

Luck you want to remove them no prob‐

lem without solutions, call me results 

are guaranteed 

You will never regret it  

Cell 416 560‑7750/ 416 907‑
9321 or Mr‑sety.com

Long term support for persons 
affected by Mahdia fire: PM

PM Phillips lays a wreath at a memorial for the victims of the Mahdia school fire

ORLANDO Charles, a 45-year-old pilot and businessman of Lot 45 Mid-

dle Street, Georgetown, is to be charged by ranks of the Guyana Police Force’s 

Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Unit, with 16 counts of trafficking in persons, 

Contrary to Section 3(1)(i) of the Combatting of Trafficking in Persons Act, 

No. 2 of 2005. 

According to information from the Guyana Police Force (GPF), Charles, 

between November 1, 2022 and May 18, 2023, trafficked 16 Venezuelans be-

tween the Mazaruni River in Region Seven and Georgetown. 

The victims reported the matter to the Guyana Police Force, and members 

of the Trafficking in Persons Unit of the Criminal Investigations Department 

Headquarters immediately conducted an investigation. 

Subsequent to the investigation, legal advice was given by the Director of 

Public Prosecutions (DPP) for Charles to be charged with 16 counts of traffick-

ing in persons. 

“The Guyana Police Force’s TIP Unit, in efforts to combat trafficking in 

persons, will continue to work with other stakeholders to conduct intelligence-

led operations, spot inspections, awareness, and training in every region of 

Guyana,” the GPF said.

Pilot facing trafficking charges



12 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY JUNE 1 2023

PERSONS residing in the hinter-

land regions are set to benefit from an 

additional 2,000 job opportunities, with 

the introduction of the government’s 

part-time jobs initiative there. 

The programme, which was 

launched in several coastal regions in 

2022, is already being rolled out in Re-

gion One (Barima- Waini), and Bartica, 

in Region Seven (Cuyuni- Mazaruni). 

General Secretary of the People’s 

Progressive Party (PPP) Dr. Bharrat 

Jagdeo made the revelation at his 

weekly press conference on Thursday at 

Freedom House, on Robb Street, 

Georgetown. 

Dr. Jagdeo, who also serves as the 

country’s Vice-President, explained that 

this is in addition to the 2,500 persons 

who are employed as Community Serv-

ice Officers (CSOs). 

“At the end of the day, they would 

probably have, with the 2,500 CSOs and 

the part-time job workers, close to 4,500 

persons,” Jagdeo noted. 

He further explained that persons 

in Region Eight (Potaro-Siparuni) and 

Region Nine (Upper Takutu-Upper Es-

sequibo) have already been identified to 

benefit from the programme. 

“Those still have to be rolled out, 

but they will be, over the course of the 

next few months, so they would be im-

plemented. And this is in addition to the 

2,500 CSOs that we have rehired,” Dr. 

Jagdeo said. 

In Budget 2023, the government 

earmarked $10 billion to expand the 

programme. 

The well-crafted employment ini-

tiative allows one person per household 

to work in public agencies for 10 days 

per month, and earn $40,000. 

Since its commencement, over 

11,000 individuals have been employed 

under the initiative in several regions. 

About 2,000 residents have already 

gained employment through the massive 

recruitment drive in Regions Two 

(Pomeroon-Supenaam) and Three (Es-

sequibo Island- West Demerara), respec-

tively. 

The government has also provided 

4,000 residents of Region Six (East 

Berbice-Corentyne) with part-time jobs, 

and more than 1,000 persons in Region 

10 (Upper Demerara-Berbice). The Ad-

ministration is aggressively pushing to 

provide 50,000 jobs over five years, as 

promised in its Manifesto. 

2,000 part-time jobs coming for  
hinterland regions, says VP Jagdeo

Guyana Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo

PRESIDENT Dr. Irfaan Ali on Mon-

day arrived in Brasilia, Brazil, for a Sum-

mit of South American Leaders being 

hosted by President Luiz Inácio ‘Lula’ da 

Silva.  

According to the Office of the Presi-

dent, while there, President Ali is expected 

to have bilateral talks with President Lula.  

Guyana and Brazil established diplo-

matic relations in August 1968, and enjoy 

strong ties of friendship and cooperation.  

President Ali, in early 2022, had 

listed several areas that are critical for both 

countries to move their relationship for-

ward, including energy and food security, 

telecommunication, infrastructure, inte-

gration, and trade.  

The Guyanese Head of State had said 

that in addition to oil and gas, expanding 

opportunities in the other non-oil natural 

resources sectors such as bauxite will cre-

ate an opportunity for a direct link to 

northern Brazil and further afield that can 

“create an excellent platform for us to de-

velop an integrated project”. 

Here, Dr Ali is greeting on arrival by 

President Luiz Inácio ‘Lula’ da Silva 

Ali in Brazil for South American Summit



GUYANA’S Agri-Investment forum 

and ‘expo’ is set to return this year as the 

government and the Caribbean Commu-

nity (CARICOM) forges ahead with its 

food security agenda to reduce the re-

gion’s food import bill by 25 per cent by 

2025. 

Agriculture Minister Zulfikar 

Mustapha disclosed that October has 

been set as a tentative date for the event. 

“We are looking to hold it tenta-

tively in October. I am hoping this year 

that we will do it in agriculture month 

and we will make it bigger, better and 

have more international companies plus 

regional,” Mustapha said. 

According to him, this year’s forum 

will see officials engaging investors and 

key stakeholders within the agriculture 

sector to secure funding a new project 

proposal entitled “Building Food Secu-

rity through Innovation, Resilience, Sus-

tainability and Empowerment, curated by 

Guyana’s President Dr. Irfaan Ali, who 

holds the responsibility for Agriculture 

and Agriculture Development in CARI-

COM. 

The project which includes the ex-

pansion of hydroponics, the process of 

growing plants in sand, gravel, or liquid, 

with added nutrients but without soil, 

was presented to CARICOM’s heads of 

Government at the 44 Regular Meeting 

of the Conference of Heads of Govern-

ment held back in February. 

“Generally, we are looking at in-

vestments in the Caribbean and you 

know the President would have already 

made two presentations to CARICOM, 

one in the high valued crops in terms of 

shade house and hydroponics in terms of 

the leafy vegetables and vine crops,” 

Mustapha said adding: 

“We are looking for funding and 

hopefully all the countries and all the ter-

ritories can start that programme.” 

According to a communique issued 

at the end of the February’s conference, 

the Heads of Government had requested 

that the CARICOM Secretariat acceler-

ate its efforts in the mobilisation of re-

sources towards the achievement of the 

25 by 2025 initiative. 

They also requested the CARICOM 

Private Sector OrganiSation Inc. (CPSO) 

to hasten the pace of implementation of 

its various agricultural investment proj-

ects. 

Earlier this year the CARICOM 

Ministerial Task Force on Food Produc-

tion and Food Security (MTF) had in-

formed that CARICOM members have 

collectively achieved 57 per cent of its 

‘Vision 25 by 2025’ target thus far. 

This was after countries submitted 

reports detailing their production data for 

2022 for targetted commodities, as 

CARICOM moves towards lowering the 

regional import bill by 25 per cent by the 

year 2025. 

Products such as cocoa, dairy, meat, 

root crops, fruits, and poultry have al-

ready reached 96.13 per cent, 84.36 per 

cent, 72.28 per cent, 70.91 per cent, 

70.77 per cent, and 70.19 per cent, re-

spectively, for the targetted production 

volume set for the year 2025. 

Countries such as Guyana, Belize, 

Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, Do-

minica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 

Suriname, Dominica, and Jamaica have 

made significant advances in the produc-

tion of commodities such as ginger, 

turmeric, corn, soya bean, root crops, 

fruits, cocoa, poultry, meat, fish, table 

eggs, and dairy. 

Several priority areas have been 

identified for 2023. 
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Guyana’s Agri-invest forum and Expo 
to return in October

Zulkifar Mustapha
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AS government pushes ahead with 

its development plans for Region Three, 

Qatar has loaned Guyana US$350 mil-

lion, which will be used to extend the 

Crane to Schoonord four-lane highway 

to Parika. 

This was disclosed on Saturday by 

President, Dr. Irfaan Ali, during a com-

munity meeting held for those living 

within the Malgre Tout/Meer-Zorgen 

area. 

“I just came back from Qatar and 

we have secured US$350 million to con-

tinue that road through to Parika…we 

have more or less concluded arrange-

ments for a new loan that will see the 

continuation of the highway all the way 

to Parika,” President Ali announced. 

Earlier this month, the Head of 

State led a delegation on an Official Visit 

to Qatar during which there were several 

bilateral discussions and engagements 

which centred on matters of interest to 

both countries. 

Contracts valuing $11.8 billion 

were awarded in September 2022, to 

several contractors by the Ministry of 

Housing and Water for the construction 

of a four-lane highway from Schoonord 

to Crane. 

The contractors are VR Construc-

tion Inc., Avinash Contracting & Scrap 

Metal Inc., L’Heureuse Construction and 

Services Inc., GuyAmerica Construction 

Inc., AJM Enterprise, Vals Construction, 

Puran Bros Disposal Inc., and JS 

Guyana Inc. 

The project, expected to be com-

pleted before 2024, will see the con-

struction of 4.1 kilometres (km) of a dual 

carriageway reinforced concrete road 

with an emergency lane as well as 2.4 

km of road rehabilitation and upgrade. 

It will also feature two round-

abouts, 11 reinforced concrete box cul-

verts, 36 pre-stressed bridges, and road 

signage and markings. 

A new roundabout will connect the 

West Coast Demerara Highway to the 

new Schoonord to Crane highway. The 

road is expected to be ready by year-end. 

Prior to the signing, President Ali 

had signalled government’s intention to 

extend the highway to Parika. 

According to President Ali, the 

highway was necessary to ease traffic 

congestion along the West Bank and 

West Coast of Demerara and to help 

speed up development in the region. 

This road link, President Ali had 

said will open thousands of acres of land 

for housing, massive agriculture and 

agro-related projects, and tourism and 

other related activities. 

The construction of this particular 

road is merely a component of a broader 

plan to modernise the country’s infra-

structure and create myriad alternative 

and more convenient linkages. 
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Qatar lends Guyana US$350M to 
complete highway to Parika

The four lane highway that would run from Schoonord to Crane in WCD
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 

Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

INJURED?   
CAR ACCIDENT? 

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR TTC SLIP 
AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, PEDESTRIAN OR 

CYCLYST STRUCK BY AUTOMOBILE 
 VICTIMS OF CRIME 

TALK TO US FIRST 
THE ACCIDENT INJURY LAW FIRM MAXMIZES YOUR CLAIM 

AND GETS YOU A BIGGER SETTLEMENT 

NO UP FRONT FEES AND NO HIDDEN COST  

WE DON’T GET PAID UNTIL YOU GET PAID 

FOR A FREE CONSULATION IN 
YOUR HOME, AT THE HOSPITAL 

OR AT YOUR OFFICE 

CALL RICHARD MARS HOSEIN 
AT 

416-999-3471 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9AM­8PM 

OVER 15 YEARS OF EXCELLENT 
SERVICE IN THIS COMMUNITY

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!
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FINANCIAL INVESTMENT ACCOUNTING BOOKKEEPING

• Proven credit rebuilding services that produces results 

• Access to financial products to rebuild credit quickly 

• Customized programs to fit your needs 

• A comprehensive credit report analysis 

• Work with a professional to review your reports 

• Access to debt services to fix bad credit items 

• Proven programs in preparation for upcoming loans and 

mortgages 

• Investment Planning 

• Financial Planning 

• Risk Management & Insurance   

  Planning 

• Tax Planning 

• Retirement Planning 

• Estate Planning 

• Small Business Planning 

• Wills

We are an investment firm that 

develops and oversees portfo-

lios, which are designed to meet 

the specific goals and risk pref-

erences of our investors.

Regardless of your business 

size, be it a start-up company, 

growing quickly, or a mature 

corporation, we have the ac-

counting expertise to help you. 

We provide a wide range of reli-

able bookkeeping services, 

helping you and your company 

to keep your financial records in 

order so you have more time to 

tend to your customers and 

grow your business. 

218 Export Boulevard, Suite #108, Mississauga, ON L5S 0A7 

Phone: (647) 715-7400 

Email: i n f o @ 3 m f i n a n c i a l . c a

Our first priority is your overall financial 

success. We want to learn more about 

your personal situation, identify your 

dreams and goals, and understand your 

tolerance for risk. Long-lasting relation-

ships that encourage open and honest 

communication have been the cornerstone 

of 3M’s foundation of success.
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Massy spends US$244 million on 
three major Caribbean acquisitions

ONE of the Caribbean’s largest 

conglomerates has spent about a quarter 

of a billion US dollars on three major ac-

quisitions over the last six months. 

This has been revealed by Robert 

Bermudez, chairman of the board of di-

rectors of the Massy group, headquar-

tered in Trinidad and Tobago but with 

significant assets in Barbados, the East-

ern Caribbean, Jamaica, and Guyana. 

In a statement released along with 

the unaudited consolidated financial 

highlights for the half-year ended March 

31, Bermudez described the first half of 

the 2023 financial year as a “very impor-

tant period”. 

According to the chairman, the 

conglomerate spent US$244 million 

(BDS$488 million) acquiring control-

ling interests in three major enterprises, 

including one in the United States. 

“Strategically, the Group set out in 

2019 to divest non-core businesses and 

assets and to focus future investments on 

its core portfolios on Integrated Retail, 

Gas Products, and Motors and Ma-

chines,” the Massy chairman explained. 

In this regard, he pointed out in the 

regulatory filing that in December 2022, 

Massy acquired Rowe’s IGA Supermar-

kets in Jacksonville, Florida for US$47 

million (BDS$94 million). In January, 

the company spent US$57 million 

(BDS$114 million) to buy Air Liquide’s 

operation in Trinidad and Tobago, while 

it signed a major agreement to acquire 

IGL Jamaica for US$140 million 

(BDS$280 million). 

If the IGL deal is approved by the 

Fair Trading Commission in Jamaica, 

Massy will consolidate its position as the 

leading LPG business in the Caribbean. 

Bermudez said approval of the 

agreement was expected and the trans-

action should be closed in the third quar-

ter of the current financial year. 

“Financially, the Group continues 

to perform commendably,” declared 

Bermudez who is retiring as Massy 

chairman and will be replaced by Robert 

Riley. 

He added that third-quarter group 

revenue from continuing operations 

grew by 11 per cent to US$1 billion. 

This was propelled by 16 per cent 

growth in revenue from integrated retail 

which is benefitting from its acquisition 

of Rowe’s IGA supermarkets in Decem-

ber 2022,” Bermudez outlined. 

Group profit before tax from con-

tinuing operations grew by 17 per cent 

to reach US$77.2 million (BDS$154.4 

million), while group after-tax profits 

from continuing operations increased by 

19 per cent to reach US$52.5 million 

(BDS$55 million). 

As part of the group’s centennial 

celebrations, the company known as 

Neal & Massy before its rebrand-

ing has committed to an employee share 

ownership initiative to ensure all em-

ployees can eventually participate in 

ownership of the company. 

“The response has been tremen-

dous,” Bermudez outlined in the chair-

man’s report which accompanied the 

financials. 

He added that in Jamaica, all em-

ployees have already been granted their 

shares. 

One of the chain of Massy Stores supermarkets in Trinidad

PRESIDENT, Dr Mohamed Irfaan 

Ali has announced a transformational 

plan that will see streetlights being in-

stalled in every community across the 

country in 2024. 

During an outreach in Region 

Three (Essequibo Islands-West Demer-

ara) on Saturday, President Ali noted 

that in every region, street lights have 

been raised as an issue for many per-

sons. 

And since the government is aim-

ing to develop communities, an inte-

grated plan has been devised to begin 

the installation of street lights for each 

community street, after Guyana’s new 

power plant is completed and opera-

tionalised. 

“We have promised that the cost of 

energy will come down by 50 per cent, 

and by the time we get there, starting 

from next year, we will roll out a na-

tional plan in which every single street 

and almost every single post across our 

country will carry a streetlight, which 

will improve security and enhance the 

conditions of [the community],” Dr Ali 

said. 

The President indicated that the 

move to provide streetlights is part of a 

long list of projects on which the ad-

ministration has embarked, to improve 

the country at the community level. 

This includes housing construc-

tion; the renovation of several public 

buildings and hospitals; the expansion 

of several main roads into highways; 

the construction of bridges and drains, 

and a national road-enhancement proj-

ect, which saw more than 1,100 com-

munity roads identified and awarded for 

construction in 2022. 

A strong commitment to improve 

infrastructure, ensuring enhanced qual-

ity of life for citizens, and improving 

safety and security have been consis-

tently demonstrated by the government 

since assuming office in August 2020. 

Already, the fruits of its investment 

have been witnessed both globally and 

internationally, as Guyana has skyrock-

eted to one of the fastest-growing 

economies in the world. 

The administration continues to 

make prudent investments in areas of 

necessity, to improve the atmosphere of 

the country, and make it one that is 

competitive in the world.

Every Guyanese community will have streetlights by 2024

Streetlights for all communities by 2024: Ali
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): What occurs in your pri-
vate life today will shock you a bit but most likely in a nice 
way. Best of all, the support you get from loved ones will en-
courage you to believe that the dark days of disputes and dis-
agreements are now firmly behind you. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21) No matter how often you 
have been misunderstood in the past you will have no trouble 
making your intentions clear over the next 24 hours. Don’t sit 
there waiting for other people to come to you with ideas, 
you’ve got plenty of your own to share. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): If you stay calm and re-
fuse to be rattled by other people’s unpredictable behavior then 
nothing much will faze you. While friends and colleagues are 
running around like headless chickens you will be serenely 
floating along in your own little bubble. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Values planet Venus is 
very much on your side at the moment and with Uranus, planet 
of the unexpected, involved in the mix as well you won’t hes-
itate to make the kind of changes you feel are necessary both 
at home and at work. Go for it! 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Turn on the charm today if you 
want to get things done. That applies to all levels of your ex-
istence but especially to your career situation where your big 
ideas will inspire colleagues and employers to put their trust 
in you. You’re on a roll. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): The more others pick holes 
in your beliefs the more you must stick with them and keep 
communicating them to the world. If your opinions offend 
people that’s actually a good sign in that it means your argu-
ments are getting through to them at last. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): Venus, your ruler, links with 
changes planet Uranus across the business and career angles 
of your chart today. Trust what your instincts are telling you 
and don’t be afraid to throw out the old so there is room for 
the new. It shouldn’t be too painful. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You don’t need to feel 
guilty about having a good time when others are finding life 
difficult. The influence of Venus in the most adventurous area 
of your chart means you have cosmic permission to go any-
where and do anything without fear of the consequences. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): You won’t find it 
hard to open up emotionally to the people around you today 
but don’t be too eager. It may feel great to get certain things 
off your chest but some details are too personal to be 
telegraphed to the whole wide world. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): Venus in your oppo-
site sign will encourage you to work with people whose opin-
ions and talents complement your own. There will still be 
some differences between you but they are superficial and can 
be easily ignored. Work together for your common good. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Like everyone you 
tend to follow certain methods and routines out of habit but 
the current cosmic picture urges you to shake things up today. 
Just because you feel comfortable with something does not 
mean you must stick with it forever. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): You may believe you can 
beat every challenger who comes your way but why put your-
self in that position when you don’t have to? Venus in the most 
dynamic area of your chart means the most powerful weapon 
in your arsenal is your charm. Use it.

Aarmir Khan: profitted from Wresters’ stories but hasn’t stepped up to help

Top stars knocked for not sup-
porting Wrestlers’ protest

Amidst the ongoing wrestlers' protest in the 

capital, several Bollywood actors have come under 

fire for their stoic silence on the matter. Shortly after 

shocking photos and videos of the athletes being de-

tained went viral, Twitterati were visibly appalled 

and slammed B-town actors for posting about the 

new Parliament building, but saying nothing about 

the protest. 

Accusing Bollywood stars of using these 

wrestlers' stories to 'make money', a Twitter user 

wrote, "Bollywood gets box office collections by 

making movies on them but when they actually 

need help .. can't see any biggie helping!" 

Another addressed a tweet to Aamir Khan say-

ing, "Dear Aamir Khan @AKPPL_Official, you 

profited off their story with Dangal, isn’t it time to 

stand up and help the same wrestlers?" 

"These Bollywood celebs will otherwise leave 

no opportunity to pick up middle-class topics to 

make blockbuster movies or the biopics of our 

wrestlers or other heroes. Where are these spineless 

people now? Why is no support coming for the real 

ground-level Dangal," another asked in a tweet. 

Another said, "Aamir Khan, Priyanka Chopra, 

Parineeti Chopra.. all have run to play roles in 

movies based on stories of Indian sporting stars. 

Where are they now? Priyanka had also spoken out 

for Black Lives Matter."
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Magistrate Sunil Scarce Monday 

adjourned to July 4 the case against a 15-

year-old girl charged with 19 counts of 

murder arising from last week’s fire at 

the dormitory at Mahdia Secondary 

School in Guyana. 

The teenager, who is also a student 

of the school, was not required to enter 

a plea when she appeared before the Di-

amond Magistrate’s Court via Zoom. 

The teenager is accused of setting 

fire to the dormitory last Monday result-

ing in the deaths of 18 fellow students 

between the ages of 12 to 17 and a five-

year-old boy. 

Guyanese law prohibits the naming 

of juvenile accused persons or convicts. 

But it allows for her to be charged 

with murder since she is older than 14 

years. 

When the matter resumes on July 5, 

it will be for statement and disclosure. 

The dormitory housed female stu-

dents from Mahdia, Campbelltown, Mi-

cobie, El Paso, and several other villages 

in the North Pakaraimas in Region 8 

Last Friday, the government said 

the authorities would release the bodies 

of the 13 girls after it received DNA re-

sults. 

The samples from the forensic 

specimens were obtained from the 13 

bodies by a Specialist Pathologist 

through a bilateral arrangement between 

Guyana and Barbados while another 

forensic specimen was obtained from a 

young boy and was taken by Guyanese 

Pathologist, Dr Nehaul Singh. 

These specimens were compared to 

DNA samples taken from parents and 

siblings. 

The government said it would also 

be providing assistance and support to 

all families for funerals. 

President Irfaan Ali has already an-

nounced that a Commission of Inquiry 

will “investigate the causes and circum-

stances of the fire which destroyed the 

dormitory and to enquire into related is-

sues.” 

Opposition Leader Aubrey Norton, 

while welcoming the government’s an-

nouncement, said that “such a commis-

sion must be independent and comprise 

persons who have the respect of all 

stakeholders so that the findings are 

credible and acceptable to all.”

The fire at the Mahdia Secondary School

Deadly Guyana fire: Girl, 15, re-
manded after 19 murder charges

Guyana police say a man believed to be an ac-

complice of prison escapee and convicted mass 

murderer Royden “Smallie” Williams was killed in 

a shootout with Police on Sunday. 

“Intelligence-led to a confrontation with one of 

the accomplices, who was fatally shot,” a police 

statement said but did not immediately name the 

dead man. 

According to the statement, no firearm was re-

covered in the shootout at St Mary’s Logging Area,  

Essequibo River, about 58 miles south of Bartica. 

“Smallie” who was sentenced to death for the 

murder of eight persons during the Bartica massacre 

in 2018 remained on the run on Sunday, nine days 

after he fled the Mazaruni Prison in a hail of gunfire 

between heavily armed gunmen and prison guards. 

He was also found guilty for the murder of a 

Guyana Defence Force soldier. 

The Guyana police said they are intensifying 

the search for the convicted killer and his accom-

plices. 

Last week, four prison officers, a businessman 

and a Venezuelan woman were charged with con-

spiring to facilitate the escape of Williams from the 

Mazaruni Prison. 

Rajmohan Autor called “Chico’, age 48 years, 

a businessman of Parika Outfall, Fast Bank Esse-

quibo; Frangeliz Jugandry Flores Perez, age 28 

years, a Venezuelan National of Alexander Street 

Kitty; Omar Witherspoon, Prison Officer #3775, age 

26 years of lot 41 Stanley town, New Amsterdam, 

Berbice; Conroy Hosannah, Prison Officer #3429, 

age 35 years of lot 218 Forth Ordinance Housing 

Scheme, East Canjie, Berbice; Oldfield 

Romulus,age 50 years, a Prison Officer of Lot 136 

Victoria Cumberland Village, East Canji Berbice 

and Alexander Hopkinson, age 59 years, a prison of-

ficer of 5 Miles Housing Scheme Bartica Potaro 

Road have all been charged. 

Police said that on May 19, 2023, they con-

spired with other persons, still unknown, to assist 

Royden Williams also known as Mark Williams and 

Royden Durant called “Smallie” in escaping from 

lawful custody under sentence of death.

Hunt for ‘Smallie’: Accomplice shot dead by cops

The wanted poster for “Smallie”, a convicted killer who escaped prison in Guyana
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United States Vice President, Ka-

mala Harris, will meet with Caribbean 

Community (CARICOM) leaders early 

next month in the Bahamas. 

Government Press Secretary Clint 

Watson said that Harris, who will be the 

highest US government official to visit 

the Bahamas since 1973, will arrive in 

the country on June 8 to meet with the 

heads of government. 

CARICOM chairman and Bahamas 

Prime Minister Phillip Davis will co-

host the US Caribbean leaders meetings 

with Harris. 

“This gathering will convene lead-

ers from CARICOM and other key re-

gional stakeholders,” Watson said during 

an Office of the Prime Minister press 

briefing. 

The agenda for the discussion com-

prises pressing global concerns includ-

ing climate change, energy management, 

food security, and the process of rebuild-

ing in the aftermath of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

Watson said that the dialogue will 

continue to highlight the importance of 

climate change and mitigation and will 

address the region’s energy crisis. 

He noted strategies will also be dis-

cussed to reduce the region’s reliance on 

fossil fuels. 

Harris previously met Caribbean 

leaders at the June 2022 Summit of the 

Americas in Los Angeles. 

“The Vice President’s trip delivers 

on the Biden-Harris Administration’s 

commitment to advance cooperation 

with the Caribbean, pursue shared pros-

perity and security, and celebrate the 

common bonds between our nations,” 

according to a US Embassy statement. 

“The Vice President is travelling to 

The Bahamas during Caribbean-Ameri-

can Heritage Month and will celebrate 

the longstanding people-to-people ties 

between the Caribbean and the United 

States.” 

US Embassy Chargé d’Affaires, 

Usha Pitts, said her visit commemorates 

not just 50 years of Bahamian independ-

ence, but also and 50 years of enduring 

partnership between our two nations. 

“Next year, the embassy team will 

move into our new US$310 million 

complex in downtown Nassau. From 

this base of operations, we look forward 

to strengthening our bilateral ties for the 

next 50 years and beyond. Vice Presi-

dent Harris’ visit demonstrates the value 

of our friendship and solidifies our com-

mitment to address climate change and 

advance our shared democratic princi-

ples.”

US Vice President Kamala Harris to 
meet with Caribbean leaders

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator the Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith (left) and Secretary of 
State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs of the United Kingdom, the Rt. Hon. James Cleverly, 

sign a framework document for a £15-million ($2.9-billion) violence-prevention project, during a press conference 
following a JA-UK strategic dialogue at the Ministry’s downtown Kingston offices on May 19.

A ban will be imposed on the use of plastic 

lunch boxes, effective December 31, 2023, as the 

Jamaican government’s efforts continue to shift to 

more sustainable options. 

This was announced by Minister Without 

Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth and 

Job Creation, Senator the Hon. Matthew Samuda, 

while addressing Thursday’s (May 18) non-binding 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signing 

ceremony for the National Environment and Plan-

ning Agency (NEPA) Adopt-A-Mangrove program. 

The event was held at the Agency’s head office in 

Kingston. 

Minister Samuda indicated that the elimina-

tion of lunch boxes will represent an extension of 

the existing ban on single-use plastic items that 

was implemented in 2019. 

“We made the initial change as it related to 

Styrofoam; there was a wave of recycled paper al-

ternatives in the market then. Obviously, smart 

businessmen found another plastic solution that I 

would say went around the policy intent,” he noted. 

Minister Samuda added that with the exten-

sion of the banned items, the intention is to “close 

that loophole, because it was certainly not intended 

[for Styrofoam] to be replaced by Polyethylene 

terephthalate (PET)”. 

While PET is a better material compared to 

Styrofoam, it is still not the most suitable material 

to be used. 

“We want recycled paper-based solutions as 

our lunch boxes,” Minister Samuda emphasized. 

To help alleviate some of the solid waste is-

sues affecting Jamaica, the ban will also include 

personal care products that have microplastics in 

them. 

“There are some skews or variants of deodor-

ants and facial soaps that have plastic beads in 

them that are deleterious to human and marine 

health. There is no sewage-based system on Earth 

that would extract these plastic beads before they 

are put out into the environment. So, we are look-

ing at the items that can be removed from our 

waste stream,” Minister Samuda said. 

“Every step towards environmental protection 

and restoration, where needed, is a good step to-

wards Vision 2030 [Jamaica] and, practically, it is a 

step towards us not having to explain to our chil-

dren, in an embarrassed manner when we are older, 

why we didn’t take particular steps,” he added. 

Former Suriname President dies 
Suriname’s former Prime Minister, Wim 

Udenhout, died at the Paramaribo Academic Hospi-

tal on Monday night, his family has confirmed. 

 

He was 85. 

 

Udenhout served as prime minister from Feb-

ruary 1984 to July 1986 during the transitional pe-

riod from the military dictatorship to elected 

government. 

Although on paper he was the head of the gov-

ernment and the Council of Ministers, the actual 

political power was in the hands of then army com-

mander Desi Bouterse, who came to power in a 

coup d’état on February 25, 1980. 

During his term in office, the media were al-

lowed to operate freely, after being banned follow-

ing the December 8, 1982  murders, in which five 

media workers were among the 15 people killed. 

Media reports said then that the restoration of 

press freedom was one of the conditions he had 

sought from Bouterse’s military junta before ac-

cepting the post of prime minister. 

Udenhout, who held a doctorate in English 

Literature from Leiden University, had in 1975, 

emigrated to the Netherlands, but returned to Para-

maribo to become a teacher and head of the Eng-

lish section at the Institute for the Training of 

Teachers. 
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Jamaican plastic ban goes into effect December 31



On Friday, May 26, Caribbean 

Airlines Limited, the leading airline 

serving the Caribbean region, launched 

its highly anticipated Welcome Home 

campaign in Barbados. 

This exciting initiative aims to 

strengthen connections, enhance cus-

tomer experiences, and foster cultural 

ties within the Caribbean community. 

The Barbados event took place at 

Copacabana, Bay Street, Bridgetown, 

and was attended by hundreds includ-

ing Prime Minister, The Honorable 

Mia Mottley, SC, MP. International 

Soca star Machel Montano and Agent 

Sasco of Jamaica, delivered scintillat-

ing performances for the enthusiastic 

crowd. 

The Welcome Home campaign 

comprises three key elements, each de-

signed to create a seamless and memo-

rable travel experience. 

Firstly, Caribbean Airlines is fo-

cused on connecting the region like 

never before. With an extensive net-

work and a commitment to expanding 

its reach, the airline ensures convenient 

travel options to and from various des-

tinations across the Caribbean. 

Secondly, the campaign places 

consistent attention on customers, em-

phasizing their needs and preferences. 

Caribbean Airlines aims to exceed ex-

pectations by delivering exceptional 

service, personalized care, and innova-

tive solutions that cater to the unique 

requirements of travelers. By putting 

customers at the heart of everything 

they do, the airline strives to create a 

warm and welcoming environment for 

all passengers. 

Lastly, the Welcome Home cam-

paign aims to connect communities 

through culture. Recognizing the rich 

diversity and heritage of the Caribbean, 

Caribbean Airlines seeks to promote 

and celebrate the region’s vibrant tradi-

tions, arts, and customs. By embracing 

cultural experiences, the airline aims to 

foster a sense of belonging and pride 

within the Caribbean community, both 

locally and internationally. 

Garvin Medera, CEO of 

Caribbean Airlines Limited, expressed 

his enthusiasm for the Welcome Home 

campaign, stating, “The Caribbean is 

our home, and we are dedicated to con-

necting the region, adding value for our 

customers, and ensuring that individu-

als can conveniently reach their fa-

vorite destinations. We are committed 

to providing a superior travel experi-

ence that reflects the spirit and warmth 

of the Caribbean.” 

The airline also previously rolled 

out “Welcome Home” in Guyana on 

May 19. 

The event took place at the 

Guyana Marriott Hotel carpark. 
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Caribbean Airlines launches “Wel-
come Home” campaign in Barbados

Scene from the launch of the Caribbean Airlines Welcome Home campaign in Barbados

LASCO founder Lascelles Chin dies in Florida
Jamaican businessman and the founder of the 

LASCO Affiliated Companies, Lascelles Chin died 

Saturday night in Florida.  

Reports are that Chin, 86, was in the US for 

medical treatment.  

Chin was the executive chairman of Lasco Man-

ufacturing, Lasco Financial and Services, and Lasco 

Distributors. 

He founded Lasco Distributors Ltd in 1988. 

The business giant received Jamaica’s fourth 

highest civilian honor, the Order of Jamaica, in 2001. 

He was also awarded two honorary degrees- 

Doctor of Laws and Doctor of Humane Letters- from 

the University of Technology, Jamaica, and Northern 

Caribbean University, respectively. 

Both Prime Minister Andrew Holness and Op-

position Leader Mark Golding recognized Chin for 

his great impact. 

Holness described him as a “visionary leader 

and advocate for change” whose legacy will forever 

inspire Jamaicans. 

“Deeply saddened by the passing of Jamaican 

business giant and philanthropist, Lascelles Chin. His 

entrepreneurial prowess transformed Lasco into a 

household name, while his philanthropy uplifted 

countless lives,” Holness said on his social media 

pages. 

Meanwhile, Golding hailed the late businessman 

as a “true Jamaican visionary & entrepreneur,” noting 

that Chin’s impact on the Jamaican business land-

scape is immeasurable. Lasco Founder Lascelles Chin



 Jamaica’s Office of Utilities Regu-

lation (OUR) has released the first batch 

of new 658 area code numbers to 

telecommunication companies in the is-

land. 

This was disclosed by the OUR’s 

Public Affairs Coordinator, Gordon 

Brown, in an interview with JIS News. 

“Pretty soon, but we don’t know ex-

actly when, you will see 876 and 658 

area codes being used in Jamaica to-

gether. The important thing is that people 

have to get in the habit of saying your 

phone number with the area code and the 

seven digits that follow. We have to 

break that cycle of [saying] just the 

seven digits that we have been accus-

tomed to,” he underscored. 

Mr. Brown noted that the new area 

code was put in place due to the “com-

plete usage” of numbers allocated using 

876. 

“So, we had put it in place way 

back, and it came to fruition, where, in 

2018, the area code 658 was intro-

duced,” he noted. 

“It was roughly about a one, or so, 

year timeframe that people had to get fa-

miliar with using 10-digit [dialing], and 

that is in preparation for, at some point 

in the future, when there isn’t going to 

be a choice, we will have to use the 658 

in addition to the 876… and that time is 

soon,” Mr. Brown informed. 

In May of 2018, Jamaica became 

the first country in the English-speaking 

Caribbean to be allocated an additional 

area code. 

The 876 area code, which has been 

in existence since 1996, was expected to 

provide sufficient numbering capacity 

for the next 20 years of demand growth. 

However, 13 years later the country 

had to consider the introduction of a new 

area code to augment the existing 876 

numbering space. 
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Surinamese $$ office in the 
Netherlands hit by bomb attacks
Surinamese money exchange of-

fice and its branches in various cities in 

the Netherlands have been hit by a 

string of bomb attacks over the past 

days with the latest attack occurring on 

Sunday night. 

Last week, branches of the Suri-

Change money exchange company in 

Amsterdam were targeted and while 

there have been no casualties, the 

buildings have all been damaged. 

On Sunday night, police cordoned 

off the building as specialists from the 

Explosives Safety Team and the Foren-

sic Investigation United conducted 

their investigation. 

“The damage is limited to the 

front door, no one was injured,” the 

police said in a statement. 

The attacks on the Suri-Change 

money exchange company began in 

January when its branch in South Rot-

terdam was first shot at and then at-

tacked with a firebomb. 

The police said they are investi-

gating whether the attacks are intended 

to intimidate customers as several 

other branches have since been closed 

until further notice. 

Suri-Change money exchange 

was established decades ago by Suri-

namese entrepreneurs in the Nether-

lands allowing Surinamese nationals to 

send money to relatives at home. 

The Dutch judiciary has long sus-

pected the money exchange company 

of being engaged in money laundering 

using a network in the Netherlands, 

Slovakia and Suriname. 

At the end of March, investigative 

services raided the head office in Rot-

terdam and arrested five people includ-

ing the 73-year-old owner and his two 

sons. Several homes valued at Euro25 

million (One Euro=US$1.29 cents) had 

also been seized. 

The suspects have since been re-

leased. 

Following the raid in March, Suri-

Change Bank in Suriname issued a 

statement distancing itself from the 

Netherlands-based company. It said 

also that its chief executive officer, 

Terence Gonesh is not a suspect in any 

judicial investigation by the Dutch au-

thorities. 

Following the recent bomb at-

tacks, Suri-Change Bank said that it re-

gretted the attacks and confirmed that 

its services were disrupted.

One of the Suri Change storefronts in the Netherlands that was hit by bombs

Jamaica’s releases first batch of 658 area code 



OPPOSITION Leader Kamla Per-
sad-Bissessar said each person in 
Trinidad and Tobago should be free to 
chart their own path, under an umbrella 
of the principles of freedom, democracy, 
and respect for human rights. 

In her message for Indian Arrival 
Day, celebrated on Tuesday, she said: 
"Indian Arrival Day serves as a powerful 
reminder of the struggles, sacrifices, and 
triumphs of our ancestors who arrived on 
these shores in 1845. Their journey was 
not an easy one, and upon arrival, they 
faced the challenges of adapting to a new 
land, a new language, and new condi-
tions." 

She said they persevered against 
seemingly insurmountable hardships, 
with a spirit of resilience and a determi-
nation to build a better future for them-
selves and their descendants. 

"We stand here, beneficiaries of 
their enduring legacy. We owe it to their 
memory to ensure that their contribu-
tions are not forgotten, but cherished and 
celebrated." 

She said East Indians have played 
an integral role in shaping the nation's 
cultural, social, economic, and political 
fabric, excelling from the fields to the 
boardrooms, and from the classrooms to 
the courtrooms. 

"Today East Indian culture is dyed 
in the wool into the culture and identity 

of TT. 
"However, while we take this mo-

ment to celebrate, we must also recog-
nize that our work is not yet complete. 

"Ours is a diverse nation, with a 
tapestry of different cultures, languages, 
and traditions. It is in this diversity that 
our true strength lies." 

The opposition leader advocated 
the power of unity, inclusivity and social 
justice. 

"We must strive for equality, jus-
tice, and fairness for all citizens, regard-
less of their background or heritage." 

Every person – regardless of their 
ancestry – must have equal access to op-
portunities, quality education, health-
care, and a chance to thrive, 
Persad-Bissessar said. 

"As we celebrate Indian Arrival 
Day, let us also reflect on the principles 
of freedom, democracy, and respect for 
human rights. Let us stand together 
against any form of discrimination, prej-
udice, or intolerance. 

"The essence of Indian Arrival Day 
is that every single person has a right to 
chart their own destiny and prosperity 
free from the authoritarian control of 
others. 

"I am proud that the party I lead 
continues to fight for the democratic 
rights of all citizens of TT." 

She urged the Government to renew 

its commitment to promoting social co-
hesion and inclusive development. 

"We need policies that empower all 
citizens and provide a level playing field 
for everyone to succeed. Let us work to-
gether to create an environment where 
every individual can fulfil their potential, 
irrespective of their heritage or the cir-
cumstances of their birth. 

"In conclusion, I extend my 
warmest wishes to the Indian commu-
nity on this Indian Arrival Day." 

Saying the struggles and achieve-
ments of the ancestors must be hon-
oured, Persad-Bissessar said, "Together, 
let us forge a future that upholds the val-
ues of equality, justice, and unity."
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President Christine Kangaloo said 

on Indian Arrival Day, TT celebrates the 

legacy of the dauntless immigrants who 

came to TT, bringing their cultures, tra-

ditions, values and mores as well as the 

drive and determination to forge a better 

and brighter future for themselves and 

their offspring. 

In a statement on Tuesday, May 30, 

the official holiday for Indian Arrival 

Day, Kangaloo said the arrival at the Port 

of Spain harbour on May 30, 1845 of the 

Fatel Razack signalled the beginning of 

a significant chapter in the history of TT. 

She said 225 passengers disem-

barked to survey their adopted home-

land, exhausted from their long and 

arduous journey over the treacherous 

kali pani, yet buoyant with hope and ex-

pectation for the future. 

“They were the first of over 

143,000 Indian indentured labourers 

who came to this country over an ensu-

ing period of 72 years, until 1917, to 

work on sugar and other agricultural es-

tates, forever transforming the social and 

cultural landscape of our nation. 

“Although they faced harsh work-

ing and living conditions, meagre wages 

and rampant discrimination – even after 

the end of the indentureship system – 

they persevered, remaining fiercely com-

mitted to their customs and beliefs and 

sacrificing tremendously to achieve their 

goals. 

"They triumphed over adversity and 

they made this country their home.” 

Kangaloo said TT has benefitted 

enormously and been enriched in many 

ways, tangibly and intangibly, by the 

sacrifices and contributions of the people 

who came, persevered, and prospered, in 

so doing helping forge a stronger, more 

diverse society. 

“Among the most enduring lessons 

that their arrival and their way of life 

have taught us, are the power of commit-

ment and the importance of resilience.” 

She called on citizens to use the oc-

casion of Indian Arrival Day to not only 

reflect on the experiences of their Indian 

forebears. 

“Let each of us adopt, in our own 

lives, their ability to endure and over-

come even the harshest of circumstances 

and press on through times of difficulty 

with fortitude, resolve and courage. Let 

us honour the memories of those who 

gave their lives for future generations by 

embracing the cultural diversity and her-

itage to which they richly contributed, 

and by resisting all forms of division and 

discord.” 

Kangaloo called on the public to 

rise to this moment in history in their 

memory and honour. 

T&T President: East Indian  
immigrants were strong, resilient

Trinidad and Tobago President Christine Kangaloo

Kamla: Let each chart their own destiny

T&T Opposition leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar



DESPITE acknowledging a vulner-

ability against spin bowling, new West 

Indies white-ball coach Daren Sammy 

does not think the regional team is “far 

off” from being world-beaters again. 

On May 12, 2023 Sammy was ap-

pointed West Indies T20 and One-Day 

International (ODI) coach. 

Andre Coley, who was the West In-

dies interim coach for all three formats 

since Phil Simmons resigned in late 

2022, was named the Test coach. 

West Indies are ranked seventh in 

the T20 format and tenth in ODIs, but 

Sammy is confident a change in fortunes 

is not a lofty goal. 

Sammy knows how it feels to reach 

the pinnacle of world cricket as he led 

West Indies to two World T20 titles in 

2012 and 2016. 

In his first interview with journal-

ists after being appointed, Sammy said, 

“Numbers don’t lie. We are at number 

nine and number eight respectively,” 

Sammy said, quoting out-of-date rank-

ings. 

“We are (ranked) there for a reason. 

We have not been consistent enough, but 

when I look at the data ahead of me, 

what we have done in the last five years, 

what we have done in the last few years 

(and) where we have been losing games 

at different stages, we are not far off, and 

that (gives me) excitement.” 

Sammy said one or two poor peri-

ods in a match often cost West Indies 

matches. 

“When I look at what openers are 

doing in the world versus what we are 

doing – we are not far off. Different 

stages of the game where spin is killing 

us between overs number 11 to 40 is 

areas we can improve… 

"When I look at the one percenters, 

if we could improve in certain areas and 

just be more aware of the situation, prob-

ably a different mindset, better skills, 

better executions – we are not far off.” 

Sammy said he has embraced the 

task at hand. “I understand the chal-

lenges that come with the role, but in 

doing so it is not one that fears me. I am 

quite excited about the challenges be-

cause (of) what we have, and under-

standing the task at hand.” 

The St Lucian icon said once he un-

derstands what the job requires he be-

lieves he can succeed. He said he will 

keep positive people around him and ig-

nore the detractors. 

“Block out the noise because I have 

had to do that throughout my career.” 

The new West Indies white-ball 

coach said it must be a collective effort 

in improving the performance of West 

Indies. 

“My coaching style is similar to my 

captaincy style. The first thing I said 

when I spoke to my staff, I said when we 

pack our bags, leave the ego at home…

Yes I am the head coach, but it takes a 

team effort in order to move things for-

ward.” He said cricket is not tennis or 

golf where it is one individual. 

Sammy said he must be in sync 

with both T20 captain Rovman Powell 

and ODI captain Shai Hope. 

Players understanding their role is 

key to stronger performances, said 

Sammy. 

“One of the things we are quite 

clear on is just having that positive mind-

set in the dressing room, making sure 

that role definition is quite clear with the 

players. With that comes accountability, 

it gives you that sense of where we are 

heading with clear roles for different 

players.”
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Sammy: Spin killing Windies, but 
success not far away

WI white-ball coach Darren Sammy

CRICKET West Indies' (CWI) sen-

ior men’s selection panel has announced 

changes to the West Indies A Team squad 

and West Indies ODI squad. 

For the ongoing A team series in 

Bangladesh, left-arm spinner 

Veerasammy Permaul will travel to Syl-

het as cover for fellow left-arm spinner 

Gudakesh Motie, who has been ruled out 

of the remainder of the three-match se-

ries with a lower back injury. 

Motie will travel to Dubai ahead of 

the West Indies three-match One-Day 

International (ODI) series against the 

United Arab Emirates at the Sharjah 

Cricket Stadium. He will not play, but 

will receive treatment from the medical 

staff with the aim of being available for 

the International Cricket Council (ICC) 

Men’s Cricket World Cup qualifiers in 

Zimbabwe, which start on June 18. 

Off-spinner Kevin Sinclair, who is 

in Bangladesh with the A team, will re-

place Motie in the 15-member ODI 

squad for the series against UAE. Expe-

rienced batter Johnson Charles has also 

been called into the ODI squad as a re-

placement for Devon Thomas. 

Thomas has been provisionally sus-

pended from playing cricket owing to 

charges brought by the ICC Anti-Cor-

ruption Unit under the Anti-Corruption 

codes. Lead selector Desmond Haynes 

said, “We were forced to make some 

changes to the squads, and this has pre-

sented opportunities for players to come 

in. Sinclair has been in good form all 

year and has taken that to the A team se-

ries in Bangladesh. Permaul and Charles 

are experienced players and they will be 

able to quickly adapt to the conditions 

and fit into the environment in Sylhet 

and Sharjah.” 

Haynes added, “Motie is a key part 

of our plans for the ICC Cricket World 

Cup qualifiers in Zimbabwe, so we are 

hopeful he will make a full recovery for 

that tournament.” 

CWI makes changes to ODI,  
A team squads
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My travel professional  
was right

905-279-2300  |  travel1111@marlintravel.ca

This is the  
beach I was  
looking for  
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you’ll want
to clap when
you land

You’ll want to rush off the plane.
You’ll want to dive into the ocean.

You’ll want to switch your
phone to ‘Do not disturb’.

This is the magic of Barbados.

visitbarbados.org



EQUALITY NEWS 32THURSDAY JUNE 1 2023


