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$781 BILLION BUDGET: Guyana’s Finance Minister Ashni Singh (pic-

tured) on Monday delivered the country’s largest budget in its history, coming in 

at a whopping $781.9 billion. The budget, which includes a number of financial 

relief incentives for the nation’s elderly and poor, is being praised as one for all 

Guyanese, setting the stage for 2030 and beyond. As well, the fiscal measures 

contained no new taxes for the people. For more on the historic budget, see sto-

ries inside. Also see editorial, Page 6.

NEW GUYANA ENVOY: .Keith George has been named Guyana’s new High 

Commissioner to Canada. Originally from the Essequibo Coast in Region #2, he is a 

career foreign service officer and prior to his Canadian appointment, he was the coun-

try’s Ambassador to the Republic of Suriname. Guyana’s Foreign Secretary Robert 

Persaud, pictured here centre with Mr George (2nd from right) and staffers at the 

High Commission in Ottawa, will host a meet and greet for the new envoy at the 

Guyana Consulate on Thursday, January 19
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VISHAL SHARMA  
Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent 

you. When you’re looking for the best possible re-

sult, you need an attorney who knows every detail 

about you and your case. Sharma Law takes the 

time to get to know each and every client, so we’re 

in the best position to represent you and your family 

when it matters most. Backed by proven results and 

experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court, 

Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.   

Personal Injury 
Injuries caused by the negligence 

of others can be physically, emo-

tionally, and financially devastating 

for victims and their families. If 

you’ve been injured, you need a 

personal injury lawyer who knows 

how to fight for the compensation 

you deserve.

Injury Claims 
Motor Vehicle Accident Claims, At-

Fault Accident Claims, Not At-Fault 

Accident Claims, Catastrophic In-

jury Claims, Slip and Falls, Trip 

and Falls, Dog Bites, Long Term 

Disability and Short Term Disabil-

ity.

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU 

We are committed to achieving successful results for every client 

and case. We accomplish this by providing exceptional legal advice 

and strategies based on a thorough understanding of your case and 

your desired outcomes. FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM RE-

VIEW. CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE REVIEWS

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere 
in Ontario.  Video Conference and Office meetings available.  

 24/7 Direct Line 647-972-4440 
sharma@vsharmalaw.ca 

www.vsharmalaw.ca

NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM 
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By Vasant Phillip 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Canadians of Indian Origin came 

together to welcome 2023 and cele-

brate Pongal, Lohri and Makar 

Sankranti on January 14, 2023, at 

Markham’s Milliken Mills Library. 

This free community event for all ages 

not only reflected a joyous and festive 

community gathering but also pre-

sented a unique opportunity for the 

community members to contribute and 

give back to their community. 

An integral part of the Meet and 

Greet event was a food drive organized 

in collaboration with Markham Food 

Bank, whereby community members 

donated and prepared non-perishable 

food boxes for the “Fill-A-Box” Food 

Drive.  Special invited guest Markham 

Food Bank President Stephen Lough 

attended and thanked the attendees. 

The community activities reflected 

the remarkable multicultural diaspora 

of the Markham community. The atten-

dees participated in a host of diverse 

community activities that embodied the 

spirit of goodwill and generosity such 

as decorating food drive boxes, prepar-

ing red packets for the Lunar New Year 

celebrations on January 22, and prepar-

ing Canadian and Indian flags for the 

January 26 Indian Republic Day cele-

brations. Vikrant Thakur entertained 

the attendees with his melodious 

singing. 

Thank you to food drive commit-

tee members Sudhakar Sah, Anshul & 

Jyoti Johari, Rajan Gossain, Shraddha, 

Shubash & Shobha Mathur, Sandeep 

Kumar & Renu Srivastava for their 

hard work and dedication. Special 

thank you to committee members 

Surinder Razdan and Arun Prasad for 

their continued support and assistance 

and Neera Chakravorty for spearhead-

ing this community initiative. Heartfelt 

thank you to the Markham Public Li-

brary & its wonderful staff for their as-

sistance, contributions, and generous 

support. 

The event was a major success as 

it signified the unity of community 

members to celebrate the various fes-

tivities that signal the start of the new 

year. Moreover, the benevolence of the 

Markham community members came 

to the fore, as attendees were elated to 

be presented with the opportunity to do 

good and give back to their community 

by way of the food drive. 

Canadians of Indian Origin start the 
New Year with “Fill A Box” Food Drive

Participants at the Meet and Greet event held in Markham

ISHWAR PASSES: Prominent Toronto Attorney at Law Ishwar Sharma, 55, 

has died. The lawyer, part of the Sharma Law dynasty, was the son of Roop 

Sharma, who predeceased him last year, The father and son ran their law office, 

Sharma and Sharma, for decades in downtown Toronto. A viewing for Ishwar, 

pictured here with one of his children, will take place on Friday from 6 p.m., 

while his funeral will be on Saturday at 7 a.m. Both will take place at Lotus Fu-

neral Home, 121 City View Drive in Etobicoke.
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By Nishad Sharma 

LJI REPORTER 

 

There are signs that health care in 

Ontario is being privatized, say critics 

of a new plan to expand the delivery of 

some surgeries to private hospitals. 

The plan was announced by Pre-

mier Doug Ford on Monday, who said 

that the province will fund clinics to 

perform more cataract surgeries, MRI 

and CT scans, colonoscopies, hip and 

knee replacements and other proce-

dures in an attempt to ease pressures on 

the hospital system. 

But critics warn the moves will in-

crease wait times, drain staff from the 

beleaguered public hospital system and 

leave patients vulnerable to paying out 

of pocket. 

Making the announcement Mon-

day, Premier Doug Ford lamented 

"endless debates" about who should de-

liver health care and said all he cares 

about is getting people the care they 

need quickly and safely. 

"The way I can describe it, you 

have a dam, you have a log jam, are 

you going to just keep pouring the 

water up against the logs?" Ford said. 

"Or are you going to reroute some 

of the water and take the pressure off 

the dam? You see what happens when 

the dam has too much water, it breaks." 

Ford and Health Minister Sylvia 

Jones unveiled a three-step plan Mon-

day to deliver more procedures at pri-

vate clinics. Both stressed that the 

surgeries and tests will continue to be 

paid for by the Ontario Health Insur-

ance Plan. 

There are about 206,000 patients 

waiting for surgical procedures, the 

province said. 

Ford said it's time to start thinking 

differently about the health system. 

"One CEO, and I won't name him, 

said...'There's only two places in the 

world that have the health care that we 

have, the same system, is Cuba and 

North Korea,'" Ford said. 

"Like, really? We need to improve. 

So we're making the changes with the 

support of the CEOs and with the asso-

ciations." 

The Ontario Hospital Association 

said it welcomes the opportunity to 

work with the province to integrate the 

new surgical centres into the health-

care system. 

The Ontario Medical Association 

said outpatient surgeries in other juris-

dictions shows surgeries occur quicker 

and have lower rates of infection. 

The first stage of the plan involves 

adding 14,000 cataract surgeries 

through new centres in Windsor, Kitch-

ener-Waterloo and Ottawa. The 

province said these surgeries will be 

performed with existing staff and will 

not take any from the hospital system. 

As well, the province is putting 

$18 million in existing centres across 

the province for MRI and CT scans, 

cataract surgeries, other ophthalmic 

surgeries, certain gynecological surger-

ies and plastic surgeries. Jones said that 

will help the wait lists for those proce-

dures return to pre-pandemic levels by 

March. 

Subsequent steps in the plan are 

set to include expanding the scope and 

capacity of private surgical and diag-

nostic centres, including more 

colonoscopy and endoscopy proce-

dures. The third step will involve issu-

ing more licences, opening more 

centres and seeing hip and knee re-

placements performed at those clinics. 

Ford said the changes are perma-

nent. 

Jones said the companies will 

have to provide "detailed staffing 

plans" as part of their applications. A 

"number of physicians" at the new cen-

tres will have to be affiliated with local 

hospitals, the province said. 

The regulatory organization of 

doctors, The College of Physicians and 

Surgeons of Ontario, said it told Jones' 

office that complex procedures such as 

hip and knee replacement surgeries 

should remain connected to the hospital 

system "to ensure continuity of care 

and patient safety." 

"CPSO is supportive of expanding 

access to diagnostic procedures and 

less complex surgical procedures in 

community settings," said Dr. Nancy 

Whitmore, the registrar of the college, 

in a statement. 

"However, we emphasized our on-

going concern about creating further 

strain on the present health-care 

provider crisis particularly in skilled 

operating room nurses and anesthesiol-

ogists." 

Five health-care unions called on 

the province to abandon the plan, say-

ing it will "siphon provincial funding 

from public hospital care and hand it to 

private, for-profit surgical clinics." 

The Canadian Union of Public 

Employees, the Ontario Nurses' Associ-

ation, the Ontario Public Service Em-

ployees Union, Service Employees 

International Union Healthcare and 

Unifor said province should invest in 

the public health-care system and im-

plement a staffing retention program. 

The head of the Ontario Nurses' 

Association called the changes a "terri-

ble plan for providing health care" and 

said it was unconvinced that staffing at 

hospitals won't be affected. 

The current health-care system is 

25,000 nurses short, said Bernie Robin-

son, the interim president of the associ-

ation. 

"I fail to understand where the 

government thinks it's going to get the 

human resources to staff these private 

clinics other than by draining our al-

ready-taxed public system," Robinson 

said. 

The Registered Nurses’ Associa-

tion of Ontario said the province should 

invest in existing operating rooms 

across the province that sit quiet on 

evenings and weekends. 

"The premier needs to open the 

operating rooms, the operating theatres, 

the recovery rooms in our public hospi-

tals 24/7 like many other countries do," 

said Doris Grinspun, the association's 

CEO. 

Liberal health critic and MPP Adil 

Shamji, who worked as an ER doctor 

prior to last year’s provincial election, 

said it’s "enticing" for doctors and 

nurses to work at a 9-5 clinic instead of 

taking on a mix of overnight and week-

end work at hospitals. 

Shamji said the Liberals have 

called for greater investment in private 

health clinics to ease hospital pressures, 

but only not-for-profit ones. 

When there is a profit motive, 

there is a danger of patients being pres-

sured to pay out of pocket for tests or 

treatments above what OHIP covers, he 

said. 

“Physicians, I must emphasize - 

being one myself - are well inten-

tioned,” Shamji said. "We also want 

what is best for our patients. But in the 

setting of corporatized, for-profit prac-

tice where there are shareholder and 

corporate bottom lines that are that are 

pushing to deliver results, it’s diffi-

cult…not to go down that pathway." 

Ontario’s auditor general said in a 

2021 report that there isn’t enough 

provincial oversight of such add-on 

fees. Patients might not be aware of 

their right to only select what’s funded 

through OHIP or where they can com-

plain, the auditor wrote. 

“This means that the issue of inap-

propriate and unusual patient charges 

could be much more widespread than 

the complaints being made to the On-

tario Patient Ombudsman and the min-

istry,” the report said. 

The audit found instances of 

cataract clinics suggesting the OHIP-

covered services are inferior or that 

purchasing specialty lenses was manda-

tory.

Ontario expanding private  
delivery of public health-care

Doug Ford

Advertise with 
Equality News
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

t straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

nne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

go to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

rom the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Good news budget
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Test all visitors to T&T for Carnival for Covid
THE EDITOR: Open letter to 

Prime Minister Rowley. 

I was glad when you held a na-

tional press conference on January 12 

to discuss updates on covid19. It is 

noted that covid19 cases are rising 

again and we now have the XBB vari-

ant that can cause some trouble. Carni-

val is fast approaching and a lot of 

tourists would be visiting our country. 

Could you kindly and urgently put 

measures in place to protect our citi-

zens, please? 

I kindly suggest that every single 

visitor coming into the country be 

tested for covid19 as soon as possible. 

It is understood that to postpone 

Carnival now would be a mammoth 

task and would result in losses in the 

millions. However, please take note 

that no one in this country wants an-

other lockdown. 

While we can be a forgiving peo-

ple, perhaps too forgiving, we are not 

going to accept any sad stories after 

Carnival from your administration and 

for our rights to be taken away again. 

During the lockdowns, we the citi-

zens saw clear disparities between the 

haves and have-nots. We saw unfair-

ness when it came to who was able to 

sell packaged food as well as noting 

that bars remained open while places 

of worship were closed or limited to an 

hour's service, which made no sense 

whatsoever. We the people do not want 

to hear any "chupidness," we really 

don’t. 

Please test the visitors. It is noted 

that Guyana has imposed travel restric-

tions on passengers from China and the 

same should be done here. Everyone 

who went to China recently should be 

tested or must provide a negative 

covid19 test upon entry. 

 

J ALI 

Port of Spain

104-1920 Ellesmere Road - MB # 234, Toronto, ON M1H 3G1

In a world filled with negative 

news, even as we are barely into the 

New Year, it is nice to see a glimmer of 

bright light. And the fact that it is com-

ing from a small corner of the world is 

even more remarkable. 

We speak, of course, of Guyana, 

which just delivered its biggest budget 

in history: $781.9 billion dollars worth 

of it. 

The size of the budget is not as 

important as the plan for it, and this is 

where the good news comes in. 

As our readers already know, 

Guyana is experiencing exponential 

growth of its economy due to oil explo-

ration and discovery. All eyes -- glob-

ally -- have been on what the country’s 

government will do with the newfound 

wealth brought by the fossil industry. 

The key question has been, will it suc-

cumb to Dutch Disease,  a concept that 

describes an economic phenomenon 

where the rapid development of one 

sector of the economy (particularly nat-

ural resources) precipitates a decline in 

other sectors? 

That question seems to have been 

clearly answered in the 2023 budget, in 

which the oil and gas industry seems to 

have played second fiddle to develop-

ment - both infrastructure and social -- 

issues. 

Under the theme: “Improving 

Lives Today, Building Prosperity for 

Tomorrow”, Finance Minister Dr Ashni 

Singh said that Budget 2023 strikes a 

balance between addressing the press-

ing needs of today and the critical in-

vestments needed for tomorrow thus 

ensuring that both are attended to. 

He went on to say, “…this is a 

Budget for all Guyanese and it is a 

Budget for now and for the future.” 

Among the many initiatives taken 

by Singh and the Irfaan Ali government 

were measures to ease financial pres-

sure on ordinary Guyanese, including 

an increase in the income tax threshold; 

an increase of old age pensions and so-

cial security payments; more support 

for students and the a removal of Value 

Added Tax on the sale of residential 

properties. 

The government said the 2023 

budget is one that seeks to stabilize all 

the productive sectors of Guyana’s 

economy and continues to give incen-

tives and balance to the productive ca-

pacity of the country, to further 

enhance growth. 

Further, the budget also sees the 

addition of some $208.9 billion to be 

transferred from the country’s Natural 

Resource Fund (NRF). This means that 

the government is signaling its plan uti-

lize the oil and gas revenue stream to 

develop other revenue generating areas 

of the economy, including agriculture 

and tourism. 

The Ali administration has been 

lauded globally for its initiatives in 

agriculture, especially for its move to 

help secure food security in the wider 

Caribbean region of which it is a part. 

The neglected sugar industry, for 

one, is getting a major boost in this 

budget as the administration tries to 

bring factories shuttered under the pre-

vious government back online, under-

standing the importance of that 

industry to a large sector of the popula-

tion which has been dependent on it for 

their livelihood for decades. 

The Agriculture Ministry has also 

been engaged with the farmers, with 

the Minister, Zulkifar Mustapha, taking 

a personal interest in their issues, often 

traveling the country, including into re-

mote interior areas to hear and address 

their concerns. 

Part of the strategy seems to in-

clude building road infrastructure to 

allow for easy transport of produce 

from farm to city and ports, which will 

only enhance Guyana’s ability to ex-

port food and boost the income of 

farmers, long seen as poor manual 

labourers. 

This focus on agriculture also 

gives young people in the country rea-

sons to give the industry a second look 

as a career choice, and ensures the sus-

tainability of the industry and the coun-

try’s food security in the long term. 

Another area getting a boost is 

tourism, with Guyana now having 

more hotel rooms being built than any 

of its Caribbean neighbours. Tourism 

has never been a traditional industry in 

Guyana, but recent plugs from major 

travel industry publications has re-

sulted in a surge of visitors, with the 

country now being one of the only ones 

in the region to report visitor arrivals 

being back to pre-pandemic levels. 

All in all, the signals in this 

budget are strong, and sends the right 

message to the international commu-

nity that the Ali government is focused, 

and on the right track. 

If it continues, Guyana may well 

buck the Dutch Disease trend and be-

come a model globally for diversifying 

the economy at a time of resource 

riches. We commend Ali and his team 

for their skillful steering of the ship of 

state. It is wonderful to get some good 

news for a change in a world that 

seems mired in bad. 

Let’s hope 2023 continues to bring 

smiles to the faces of all Guyanese. 

   Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have 

an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit 

your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com. 

   Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-

sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-

formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the 

writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.

Send us your letters



EQUALITY NEWS 7THURSDAY JANUARY 19 2023

Real Estate, Immigration, Corporate Law, 
Simple Wills and POA & Business Setup

Patheja Law  
Professional Corporation 
250 Dundas St W Mississauga, Unit 402, 

L5B 1J2 
Phone: (416) 548-6038  

pathejalaw.com 

By Niraj Sharma 

LJI REPORTER 

 

A black Toronto student is suing the 

cuty’s police force after what he claims 

was a violent assault on him two years 

ago. 

 The alleged assault highlights the 

disproportionate use of force and ongo-

ing racial profiling levelled by the city's 

police force, his family and lawyer said 

Monday, calling for increased accounta-

bility and denouncing a proposal to in-

crease their budget. 

In a statement of claim filed in the 

Superior Court of Justice, Hasani 

O'Gilvie alleges three officers tackled 

him, pressed a knee to his neck and re-

peatedly shot him with a stun gun in Au-

gust 2021 while he pleaded he had done 

nothing wrong. 

At a news conference Monday, 

O'Gilvie's family and lawyer said it's a 

case of police unnecessarily and vio-

lently escalating an incident with a Black 

man only for officers to later claim he 

looked like a person they were searching 

for. 

“Whether we like it or not, he is 

symbolic of the experiences endured by 

many young Black males in North Amer-

ica," his mother Christine O’Gilvie said 

at a news conference. 

The statement of claim alleges the 

27-year-old University of Toronto stu-

dent was assaulted by three Toronto po-

lice officers near a North York grocery 

store on his way to school. 

"This is a case of someone being as-

saulted for walking while Black," his 

lawyer David Shellnutt said. "He looked 

like somebody who police allege they 

were looking for." 

O'Gilvie and his mother are seeking 

$2.4 million in damages as well as 

$250,000 under the Family Law Act, ac-

cording to the statement of claim. 

Toronto police said they would not 

comment as the matter is before the 

courts, and the Toronto Police Associa-

tion – which represents civilian and uni-

form members – says the officers are not 

commenting as the case is also before a 

review tribunal. 

"In many cases, enforcement ac-

tions are met with resistance; not every-

one wants to be arrested," said Toronto 

Police Association president Jon Reid in 

a statement. "As these members face 

charges under the Police Services Act, 

the Association will ensure they are 

treated fairly throughout this process." 

According to the claim against the 

three officers, which was filed in June 

and has yet to be tested in court, O'Gilvie 

gave his name to an officer who stopped 

him for questioning after following him 

down a walkway near the grocery store. 

The claim alleges the officer did not be-

lieve him and drew a stun gun shortly be-

fore two other officers arrived. 

O'Gilvie put his hands up and com-

plied but the officers allegedly tackled 

him to the ground, the claim says. One 

officer then allegedly put his knee on his 

neck and repeatedly shot him with a stun 

gun while O'Gilvie "was subdued, not re-

sisting, on the ground, and restraints 

being applied," the claim alleges. 

The claim alleges O'Gilvie was only 

released after the officers searched his 

bag and found identification proving 

what he told police. 

"Regardless of mistaken identity of 

who they were looking for, that this mat-

ter ended up with a young U of T student 

with a knee on his neck, the same ma-

noeuvre that killed George Floyd just a 

year prior, and being repeatedly stunned 

by the same officer who was doing that 

is unacceptable," Shellnutt said. 

The Special Investigations Unit, 

which launches a probe whenever police 

conduct may have resulted in death, se-

rious injury, sexual assault or the dis-

charge of a firearm, said it is not 

investigating O'Gilvie's case. 

Black Toronto student sues police 
in claim he was violently assaulted

Lawyer David Shellnutt
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Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said 

Monday he hopes to announce "posi-

tive steps forward in the very near fu-

ture" on health care — suggesting the 

years-long standoff between Ottawa 

and the provinces over health-care 

funding may be resolved soon. 

Speaking to reporters in Saskatoon 

after touring a rare earth elements pro-

cessing plant, Trudeau said the federal 

government and the premiers are "all 

very much on the same page" about 

what's needed to repair a system on the 

ropes. 

"There's a need for more money," 

Trudeau said. "There is a need for more 

to deliver results for families." 

Throughout Ottawa's health-care 

funding talks with the provinces, 

Trudeau has said he would not offer up 

any more cash until the provinces 

agreed to meet certain conditions. 

Some premiers, notably Quebec 

Premier Francois Legault, have been 

cool to the idea of conditions. Some 

provinces, such as Ontario, have said 

the sticking point isn't the attachment of 

conditions but rather the dollar amount 

Ottawa is willing to spend. 

Echoing federal Health Minister 

Jean-Yves Duclos' demand that any 

new federal money be targeted at five 

priority areas, Trudeau said Monday he 

wants Ottawa's money to be used by 

the provinces to expand access to pri-

mary care, improve mental health sup-

ports and reduce surgery backlogs. 

Asked about Ontario Premier 

Doug Ford's plan to send more publicly 

funded surgeries — such as knee and 

hip replacements — to private hospitals 

to reduce wait times, Trudeau said it's 

the federal government's job to ensure 

"the Canada Health Act is always re-

spected." He signalled, however, that 

he's open to ideas that "deliver better 

services to Canadians in health care." 

The Canada Health Act requires 

universal access to publicly funded 

health services covered by provincial 

and territorial plans, and bans user 

charges and extra-billing. 

"We know how important it is to 

continue to invest in our health-care 

systems," Trudeau said. 

Saskatchewan Premier Scott Moe, 

who told reporters Monday he had no 

advance notice of Trudeau's visit to the 

province, said he wants the prime min-

ister to cut a deal. 

"Now is the time for the federal 

government, the prime minister, to sit 

down with the sub-national leaders and 

provide a funding level to make sure 

that those investments are sustainable 

into the future," Moe said. 

Asked whether he'd accept a deal 

with federal "strings attached," Moe 

said federal and provincial priorities on 

the file "very much line up." 

"'Strings attached' is not the term I 

would use. Our priorities are most cer-

tainly aligned," he said. 

Moe said Saskatchewan already 

has invested in Ottawa's five areas of 

interest, including long-term care 

homes and e-health, a program to digi-

tize records. 

He said federal dollars would help 

the province address labour gaps. 

"We need more people on the front 

lines of our health-care system," he 

said, while touting his province's pro-

gram to hire health-care workers di-

rectly from the Philippines. 

During a stop in Quebec, Conser-

vative Leader Pierre Poilievre blasted 

the Liberal government over its han-

dling of the health file. He said it's "in-

credible" that Trudeau has "doubled our 

national debt without any improvement 

to our health care system." (The na-

tional debt increased from $628.9 bil-

lion in 2015 to $1.1 trillion in 2022). 

"Health care, after seven years of 

Trudeau, is worse than ever," Poilievre 

said. "I understand why premiers are 

frustrated with the damage he's 

caused." 

Poilievre said a government led by 

him would pursue three health-care pri-

orities: shorter wait times, more doctors 

and nurses and "faster approvals for 

new cutting-edge treatments and med-

ication." 

He also vowed to work with the 

provinces to fast-track foreign-trained 

health professionals. 

Canada's population is booming, 

thanks in part to record levels of immi-

gration. The country is also getting 

older. Those twin challenges, combined 

with COVID-related labour shortages, 

have strained the country's publicly 

funded health-care system. 

To help stabilize the system, the 

premiers have been asking Ottawa to 

dramatically increase how much it 

spends each year on the Canada Health 

Transfer (CHT) — the block of money 

sent to the provinces and territories to 

fund health services. 

The premiers have made a bold re-

quest: they want Ottawa to increase its 

share of health-care costs from the cur-

rent 22 per cent to 35 per cent — a 

multi-billion dollar annual cash injec-

tion. If enacted, that would increase the 

value of the CHT from $28 billion a 

year to $45.2 billion. 

The federal Liberal government 

has said the 22 per cent figure doesn't 

reflect the whole funding picture. 

Sources have told CBC News that 

a deal to increase the CHT is now tak-

ing shape — although it might not be 

the $28 billion increase for which the 

premiers have been asking. 

In 1977, some tax points were 

transferred from Ottawa to the 

provinces, which allowed them to col-

lect a larger share of all tax revenues to 

fund social programs like health care. 

Those tax points, Ottawa argues, should 

count for something. 

The federal government also made 

a series of one-time top-ups to the CHT 

during the pandemic to help provinces 

deal with the health crisis. 

At a December meeting of the 

Council of the Federation, the group 

that represents Canada's premiers, 

Manitoba Premier Heather Stefanson 

said the prime minister must meet with 

premiers immediately for "serious dis-

cussions" on health care because it's a 

fundamental priority for Canadians. 

Trudeau has, to this point, largely 

left the health-care negotiations to his 

ministers. Sources told CBC that the 

prime minister likely won't sit down 

with the premiers until a deal is almost 

finalized. 

The premiers are looking at hold-

ing meetings in Ottawa in mid-Febru-

ary, sources said. They hope enough 

progress can be made on a deal to con-

vince Trudeau to join the meetings.

Trudeau promises good news 
‘soon’ on health care as fears grow

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
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Barbados has ranked top of the 

leaderboard for having one of the most 

powerful passports in the Caribbean – 

for the eighth year running. 

Henley Passport Index placed the 

east-tropical island in its coveted spot 

due to it boasting the most visa-free ac-

cess across 163 destinations around the 

world. 

Barbados, which has been thrust 

onto the world stage for its strides in be-

coming a republic and efforts in fighting 

the climate crisis, still managed to hold 

its ranking for having the most-sought 

after passport in the idyllic coastal re-

gion despite Covid-travel restrictions 

and being heavily reliant on international 

tourism. 

It was the first country in the world 

to announce the first steps into entering 

into the metaverse, which would allow 

travellers to the Caribbean nation to be 

issued “e-visas” through a digital em-

bassy. 

After Barbados came St Kitts and 

Nevis (157 destinations) who ranked 

26th and The Bahamas (155 destina-

tions) in the 27th spot. 

In 30th position was St Vincent and 

the Grenadines (52 destinations), fol-

lowed by twin-islands Antigua and Bar-

buda and Trinidad and Tobago (151 

destinations) who both tied in 31st place. 

Grenada claimed the 34th position 

on the list, Dominica in the 35th spot and 

Belize in 54th place. 

The lowest ranking passport in the 

tropical region was Haiti which also 

ranked 94th globally for the world’s 

most powerful passports. 

It comes after Barbados surged to 

the top spot in the Caribbean, but fell to 

25th place in the world ranking after 

being selected as 23rd last year out of 

199 different passports and 227 travel 

destinations. 

The annual reports suggest that a 

passport’s strength is linked to economic 

power and the “percentage of global 

GDP each passport provides to its hold-

ers’ visa-free”. 

Dr. Juerg Steffen, CEO of Henley 

& Partners, said that “in a highly unpre-

dictable and volatile world, economic 

mobility and cross-country visa-free ac-

cess to more stable economies helps in-

vestors mitigate risk and secure 

additional income streams.”
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Barbados has top regional pass-
port for 8th year in a row

The Barbados passport is the Caribbean region’s most coveted for the 8th year running

Pakistan PM opens dialogue with India
Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz 

Sharif has made a conditional offer to 

his Indian counterpart to open talks on 

all outstanding issues between them, 

including disputed Kashmir, which he 

believes could be facilitated by the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

"My message to the Indian leader-

ship and Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi is let's sit down at the table and 

have serious and sincere talks to re-

solve our burning issues, like Kash-

mir," Sharif said in an interview with 

Al Arabiya news channel, telecast by 

Pakistan's state run TV on Tuesday. 

However, a statement issued by 

Sharif's office after the interview aired 

added that such talks would only be 

possible if India restored the au-

tonomous status in the part of Kashmir 

it rules that was revoked in 2019. 

"Without India's revocation of this 

step, negotiations are not possible," it 

said. 

The Indian foreign affairs ministry 

did not immediately respond to a re-

quest for comment. New Delhi has ig-

nored such calls from Pakistan on 

Kashmir's status in the past. 

In the interview, Sharif said he had 

taken up the issue with UAE President 

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed on his 

recent visit to the Emirates. 

"He's a brother of Pakistan. He 

also has good relations with India. He 

can play a very important role to bring 

the two countries on the talking table," 

Sharif said. 

The two arch-rival nuclear powers 

have fought three wars since independ-

ence from British rule in 1947. Two of 

the wars were over Kashmir, a disputed 

Himalayan region, which both the na-

tions claim. Each controls half of the 

region. 

The two neighbours came close to 

war again in 2019, when India 

launched an air strike inside Pakistan to 

target what New Delhi said was a mili-

tant training facility. 

Tensions were again inflamed 

when India unilaterally revoked the au-

tonomous status of its part of Kashmir 

later in 2019, which Sharif said resulted 

in "flagrant" human rights violations. 

India has faced a decades-long in-

surgency in its part of Kashmir which 

is accuses Pakistan of stoking - an ac-

cusation Islamabad denies. 

Official talks between the two 

countries have been suspended since 

then, although there have been some 

backdoor diplomacy attempts to re-

sume negotiations - one brokered by 

the UAE in 2021. 

Sharif said the wars between the 

two countries brought nothing except 

misery, poverty and unemployment. 

"We want to alleviate poverty, 

achieve prosperity and provide educa-

tion, health facilities and employment 

to our people, and not waste our re-

sources on bombs and ammunition, 

that's the message I want to give to PM 

Modi," he said.

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
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Tourism nears full rebound in 
post-pandemic period: GTA

TOURISM continues to be one of 

the sectors hardest hit by the coron-

avirus (COVID-19) pandemic; how-

ever, the outlook for Guyana is bright, 

with the country recording massive in-

creases in both domestic and interna-

tional travel. 

Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA), 

Director Kamrul Baksh, during an ex-

clusive interview with the Guyana 

Chronicle, said that the sector is ex-

pected to make a full recovery and has 

already exceeded global expectations. 

“We have attracted a lot of atten-

tion because we have a world-class 

product; our recovery is strong at 83 

per cent, far exceeding the global aver-

age of 65 per cent,” Baksh said. 

To further advance the sector, 

much focus will be placed on upgrad-

ing standards in the industry, improv-

ing digital marketing, increasing 

influencer marketing, as well as raising 

the service levels, he related. For the year 2022, Guyana recorded a massive increase in travel at 

three of the country’s main ports of 

entry, where an overall total of 717,822 

passengers were processed, represent-

ing an 82.6 per cent increase in arrivals 

over 2021. 

The number represents passengers 

processed at the Cheddi Jagan Interna-

tional Airport (CJIA) at Timehri, the 

Eugene F. Correia Airport at Ogle, and 

at Moleson Creek, Corentyne. 

Additionally, the pandemic saw a 

renewed interest in domestic travel. 

President of Visit Rupununi, a 

local tourism franchise, Melanie 

McTur, shared with this publication, 

that tourism has had ripple effects 

across the hinterland communties, 

where tourism is prevalent. 

“We have discovered that tourism 

is not only an economic earner, but it 

has ripple effects across the society. If 

you look at the North Rupununi (Re-

gion Nine), in the last 20 to 30 years 

we’ve had tourism, we’ve seen now a 

re-emergence of culture.” 

McTurk said now that domestic 

tourism has restarted, there is a positive 

impact on jobs and businesses at some 

destinations. 

“In addition to just the revenue, 

there has been much more… tourism 

has also brought tremendous opportu-

nities for young women and girls in the 

Rupununi. 

“Once, there was a time when 

only men had work, and now many of 

the lodges, you’ll find as many women, 

if not more women working than men, 

and you’ll find many of the administra-

tive roles are also being fulfilled by 

young women, young Indigenous 

women, which is really wonderful,” 

she added. 
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#1 African spiritual 
healer Mr Sety. 

I can help you if you have any family & 

love problems, 

Bad luck, bad spirits. Your lover left you & 

you want him or her 

To comeback quickly to you, you have bad 

spirits  bad 

Luck you want to remove them no prob‐

lem without solutions, call me results 

are guaranteed 

You will never regret it  

Cell 416 560‑7750/ 416 907‑
9321 or Mr‑sety.com

Tourists enjoying a trip on the Rupununi Riber
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Indian, European oil firms evaluat-
ing bids for Guyana blocks

GUYANA’S upcoming bidding 

round for offshore areas has caught the 

interest of top energy companies from 

Asia to Europe, according to people fa-

miliar with the matter, even as the gov-

ernment continues to work out terms 

for the auction. 

The South American country 

wants to quickly expand its oil industry 

and recruit developers to counterbal-

ance an ExxonMobil Corp (XOM.N)-

led consortium that now controls all 

production. The Exxon group has out-

lined plans to install at least seven ves-

sels to tap more than 11 billion barrels 

discovered to date. 

India’s ONGC Videsh 

(ONVI.NS), the overseas investment 

arm of state-run Oil and Natural Gas 

Corp (ONGC.NS), is considering a bid 

for some of the 14 exploration blocks 

the country has put on offer. Refiner 

Indian Oil Corp (IOC.NS) also is look-

ing to work in Guyana in collaboration 

with ONGC Videsh,, two people close 

to the talks told Reuters. 

Guyana’s President, Dr Irfaan Ali, 

this month travelled to India and en-

couraged energy companies to partici-

pate in the auction, extending the same 

invitation to Chinese firms days later. 

Guyana might consider allocating 

areas directly to strategic partners 

through government to government ne-

gotiations, officials have said. 

“ONGC Videsh continues to con-

sider, evaluate and process several 

global business opportunities,” a 

spokesperson said in a statement, 

adding: “For reasons of confidentiality 

and as a policy, we do not comment on 

specific opportunities until there are 

definitive agreements in place.” 

IOC did not respond a request to 

comment. 

Guyana is offering three deep-

water and 11 shallow-water blocks, 

each averaging 2,000 square kilometers 

(722 sq miles). Bids are expected to be 

opened in April in Georgetown. 

Several European companies in 

recent months also have researched on 

the auction’s terms to consider bidding, 

two other people familiar the matter 

said. 

Exxon is considering bids on the 

blocks, said the company’s Guyana 

country chief, Alistair Routledge. “Of 

course, we will look at it,” Routledge 

told Reuters in an interview. 

Many bidding decisions are con-

tingent on Guyana clarifying terms of a 

new production-sharing agreement 

(PSA) that differs from that signed 

with the Exxon consortium for its 

26,800 sq km Stabroek Block. 

Oil analysts and experts say they 

are not expecting the new PSA model 

to meet a Jan. 31 deadline amid unfin-

ished contract language, legislative 

changes needed to reflect the new 

framework, and work pending to or-

ganize the auction. 

Guyana’s finance minister, Ashni 

Singh, said on Monday the licensing 

round will be open through April 14, 

with successful bids to be awarded by 

the end of the first half of the year. 

U.S. firm IHSMarkit was selected 

last year as lead consultant for the auc-

tion. 

To bring more companies into the 

auction, Guyana did not restrict the 

amount of blocks companies can bid 

for, but will limit the awards to three 

per company. 

Winners will be required to submit 

work programmes as part of their bids 

and present guarantees on those pro-

grammes. If winners have not fulfilled 

the investment programmes as re-

quired, the government could impose 

penalties or claw back acreage for fu-

ture auctions. 

“We want a greater turnover,” 

Guyanese Vice President Bharrat 

Jagdeo said in November. “This is try-

ing to solve a lot of the problems we 

have had with other areas, where peo-

ple just sat on these and then they relin-

quished them after a long period.” 

Last year, Exxon, Hess Corp 

(HES.N) and China’s CNOOC 

(0883.HK) ramped up oil output and 

exports with their second production 

vessel. The increased output began just 

before the acceleration of global de-

mand in the aftermath of Russia’s inva-

sion of Ukraine and sanctions derived 

from it.

Guyana offshore oil blocks a hot commodity, reports the international media

SOME $50 billion will be placed 

in the pockets of citizens through the 

proposed increases in old-age pension, 

public assistance and income tax 

threshold, along with other cost of liv-

ing measures that form part of the gov-

ernment’s $781.9 billion budget for 

2023 that was tabled in the National 

Assembly, on Monday. 

Finance Minister Ashni Singh, 

who delivered the budget, noted: 

“Budget 2023 reflects a number of 

measures that are geared towards pro-

viding further stimulus to economic 

activity and the productive sectors, as 

well as to bring relief to households 

and individuals. 

“These interventions are targeted 

towards continuing to increase the dis-

posable income of our citizens, while 

facilitating and promoting job creation 

and income generation, coupled with 

an institutional framework that will re-

duce the cost of doing business all with 

the aim of improving the lives of all 

Guyanese.” 

The income tax threshold was in-

creased by another $10,000, moving 

from $75,000 to $85,000. As a result of 

the adjustment in the tax threshold, 

over 12,000 persons will be removed 

from paying income taxes, while every 

single taxpayer will benefit. 

This will result in a $3.3 billion 

increase in disposable income. At an 

individual taxpayer level, for illustra-

tive purposes, this translates to addi-

tional disposal income of $33,600 

annually for every single taxpayer who 

is currently earning $100,000 per 

month. 

Aside from the increased income 

tax threshold, the first phase of salary 

adjustments announced last year by 

President, Dr. Irfaan Ali will take effect 

from this month, benefitting over 

5,000 healthcare workers and almost 

9,000 members of the Disciplined 

Services, resulting in an additional $3 

billion in disposable income in the 

hands of these workers. Provision for 

these are all made out in Budget 2023. 

Another $10 billion has also been 

allocated to the part time job pro-

gramme which was started in 2022.  

Meanwhile, with effect from Jan-

uary 1, 2023, old-age pension will be 

increased to from $28,000 to $33,000. 

$50B in people’s pockets
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PRESIDENT, Dr. Irfaan Ali has 

said that the direct relationship between 

the policy measures announced in the 

2023 National Budget and the improve-

ment in the lives of Guyanese will be 

seen. 

The 2023 national budget was pre-

sented to the National Assembly under 

the theme, “Improving Lives today, 

Building Prosperity for Tomorrow.” 

The $781.9 billion budget, 

Guyana’s largest ever, is one with a dif-

ference that points to the future aspira-

tions of the country, laying the bedrock 

and framework for an economy that 

must be built to be sustainable in a world 

2023 and beyond, Dr. Ali said in a 

broadcast on Monday evening. 

This budget, he said, is one that 

seeks to stabilise all the productive sec-

tors of Guyana’s economy and continues 

to give incentives and balance to the pro-

ductive capacity of the country, to fur-

ther enhance growth. 

This year’s budget is approximately 

41.4 per cent larger than Budget 2022 

and brings in revenues from Guyana’s 

first carbon sale which amounts to some 

$1.3 billion. The use of these funds, Dr. 

Ali said, serves as part of the transfor-

mative agenda of the government. 

Further, the budget also sees the ad-

dition of some $208.9 billion to be trans-

ferred from the country’s Natural 

Resource Fund (NRF). 

“So, Budget 2023 is that transi-

tional budget as we start to work on a 

framework that utilises new forms of in-

come, that utilise the new revenue 

stream that our country will be pursu-

ing,” he said, 

In addition to this, President Ali 

said that this budget is about achieving 

a middle ground in stabilising the econ-

omy, strengthening systems and focus-

ing on people’s priorities. 

As promised in the People’s Pro-

gressive Party Civic (PPP/C) manifesto, 

the first five years in office would be fo-

cused on ensuring that citizens get the 

best access to healthcare, education, 

water, social services, infrastructure and 

more, and budget 2023 brings all of 

those things together. 

Since entering office, the Head of 

State remarked that his government has 

been continuously addressing issues like 

salaries to increase the disposable in-

come in homes across the country. 

Against this backdrop, he spoke of 

the announcement of the adjustments in 

salary scales for nurses, healthcare 

workers and members of the Joint Serv-

ices. These adjustments, Dr. Ali said, 

will see $3 billion back into the pockets 

of these categories of workers. 

However, as it relates to the general 

population, he noted that the government 

has come up with certain incentives such 

as the increase in the income-tax thresh-

old to ensure that more disposable in-

come is in the pockets of the people. 

In budget 2023, Dr. Ali said the in-

come-tax threshold has been increased 

from $75,0010 to $85,000, which will 

release an additional $3.3 billion of dis-

posable income for workers. 

This adjustment, he said, will re-

move some 12,000 persons from the tax-

payer’s basket as these are the persons 

who will now fall below that threshold. 

Meanwhile, he happily announced 

that the reinstituted ‘Because we Care’ 

cash grant for school children which 

stood at $25,000 in 2022 will see an in-

crease to $35,000 thus releasing an ad-

ditional $2.1 billion into the hands of 

parents for their children. 

While he noted that this budget has 

been cast in very difficult circumstances, 

Dr. Ali noted that the budget takes into 

consideration several specific cost-of-

living measures to address the needs of 

the people of the country. 

He highlighted that as was done in 

2022, this budget will see zero excise 

taxes on fuel maintained to absorb the 

impact of the volatile fuel prices. 

President Ali said: “This will cost 

the government $17 billion of revenue 

that you would have otherwise had to 

pay in the taxes in that fuel that the gov-

ernment is removing from you.” 

Additionally, during the course of 

the year, he said that based on what is 

happening globally, the government has 

planned to further cushion the cost-of-

living situation and has accordingly, 

budgeted an additional $5 billion to 

cushion any foreseen issues surrounding 

cost-of-living. 

However, in keeping with the gov-

ernment’s philosophy of reaching vul-

nerable groups, he said that government 

has announced the increase in the old 

age pension from $28,000 to $33,000, 

thus placing an additional $4.4 billion 

into the hands of over 73,000 persons. 

Further, as part of the government’s 

drive to advance and promote homeown-

ership, the Head of State remarked that 

the 2023 budget continues to give more 

to prospective homeowners making it 

easier for them to own homes. 

Against this backdrop, he stated: 

“Budget 2023 will see the low-income 

ceiling for loans for the housing sector, 

increasing from $15 million to $20 mil-

lion, so a young professional now would 

have that ability to borrow within that 

low-income ceiling moving from $15 

million to $20 million at low-interest 

costs.” 

These are among many measures 

addressed in this year’s budget to further 

improve on various sectors that have 

seen a tremendous transformation over 

the past two years. 

President Ali said during his live 

address that throughout the week, he will 

continue to highlight areas in which 

Budget 2023 will deliver a higher qual-

ity, more productive and sustainable life 

for all Guyanese.

Budget 2023 to improve the lives of 
every Guyanese, President Ali says

Guyana President Irfaan Ali: budget designed to build a sustainable country



IN 2023, the sum of $54.5 billion 

is budgeted for housing development in 

new and existing areas, including con-

structing roads, drains and bridges and 

installing utilities to meet housing de-

mands. 

This is according to Senior Minis-

ter in the Office of the President with 

responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni 

Singh, who unveiled the annual fiscal 

plan in the National Assembly on Mon-

day. 

Areas will include Mabaruma, 

Oronoque, Buxton/St Joseph, Stew-

artville, Wakenaam, Block A and B 

Hope, Success, Balthyock and No. 75 

Village. 

Government, the Finance Minister 

said, will also undertake infrastructural 

works in regularised areas, such as 

Charity, Tuschen, Chateau Margot, 

Block SS Sophia, Belvedere and 

Amelia’s Ward. Additionally, more 

lands will be acquired for new housing 

areas across the country. 

Further, he told the National As-

sembly that government in 2023 will 

continue to promote accelerated invest-

ment in the sector and ensure that con-

cessions are brought to production in 

the shortest possible time to boost pro-

ductivity. 

Notably, he said an additional six 

quarries were recently licensed and are 

expected to contribute a further 

400,000 tonnes in 2023. 

“These additions reflect the gov-

ernment’s efforts to ensure construction 

materials rise to match demand from 

housing and the other infrastructure 

works across the country. Mr Speaker, 

government continues to deliver on its 

promise to the population by improving 

and expanding the water-supply sys-

tems across the country. Improved ac-

cess and enhanced quality of water has 

positively impacted the quality of life 

and overall public health. In support of 

these investments, Guyana Water In-

corporated (GWI) has undertaken sev-

eral interventions in the water sector. In 

this regard, the government expended 

$9.9 billion in 2022 and has allocated 

$17.7 billion in Budget 2023 to im-

prove the water sector further,” Dr. 

Singh underscored. 

Government, he said, continues its 

effort to ensure that all communities 

across the country will have access to 

potable water by 2025. 

“Mr Speaker, upgrading works are 

currently progressing with the distribu-

tion networks along Church Street to 

improve service-delivery levels and 

water quality for over 35 per cent of 

the residents in Georgetown. Works 

have advanced on replacing old cast 

iron mains with new polyethylene 

pipes from the Shelterbelt to East 

Street. The replacement works are now 

90 per cent completed,” he noted. 

In 2023, he said $1.4 billion will 

be spent on further upgrading and ex-

tension of water supply systems and 

constructing wells in several hinterland 

communities of Regions One, Two, 

Seven, Eight and Nine. 

“Government targets an increase 

in treated water coverage for the coast-

land from 52 percent currently, to 90 

per cent by 2025,” Dr Singh noted. “In 

2023, we will advance works on the 

construction of seven new water-treat-

ment plants at Onderneeming, Parika, 

Wales, La Parfaite Harmonie, Caledo-

nia, Cummings Lodge and Bachelor’s 

Adventure.” 

Further, he said 12 existing water-

treatment plants will be rehabilitated at 

a total cost of $13 billion.

EQUALITY NEWS 15THURSDAY JANUARY 19 2023

$54.5 billion budgeted for housing 
development in new areas

Money allocated for new housing development in 2023 budget
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 

Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!
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Guyana’s $781 billion budget 
praised as being for all Guyanese

The National Budget 2023 has 

been praised as one for all Guyanese, 

setting the foundation for vision 2030 

and beyond. 

It is regarded as the largest fiscal 

plan ever presented in the country’s 

history at 781.9 billion, with a signifi-

cantly higher increase than the $552.9 

billion budget that was produced in 

2022 by 41 per cent. 

This is the People’s Progressive 

Party/Civic’s (PPP/C) fourth National 

Budget and covers fiscal plans for 

2023, presented by Senior Minister 

within the Office of the President with 

responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni 

Singh. Under the theme “Improving 

Lives for Today, Building Prosperity 

for Tomorrow”, a series of measures 

and allocations were announced in real-

ising the transformation of Guyana. 

Public Works Minister Juan 

Edghill regarded the financial frame-

work as people-oriented and strategic, 

fulfilling promises made to Guyanese 

when the PPP/C walked the campaign 

trail in 2020. 

“It sets the tone for Guyana’s de-

velopment, modernisation and transfor-

mation, taking into account the 

immediate things that needs to be done, 

but also laying the foundation for the 

future, 2030 and beyond. This is an ex-

cellent document, a framework that is 

outlined that will lead us towards ful-

filling the commitments that we made 

and the mandate which we received 

from the people when they elected us 

in March 2, 2020,” Edghill recognised. 

NO NEW TAXES 

Expressing her satisfaction with 

the allocation of resources was Minis-

ter within the Housing and Water Min-

istry, Susan Rodrigues, who 

emphasised that despite being the 

largest budget ever presented, no new 

taxes were imposed to burden 

Guyanese. 

“I think Guyanese across all walks 

of life can be very relieved, very happy 

with this budget. This budget is in 

keeping in line with our manifesto 

commitments, and therefore Guyanese 

do not have to be worried or surprised 

by any new taxes. It is the largest 

budget ever is fully financed with no 

new taxes and increases in taxes. As a 

matter of fact, we saw significant re-

duction in taxes in several areas,” she 

highlighted. 

In her remit, the housing sector’s 

budgetary allocation increased by over 

40 per cent from 2022, which accord-

ing to her, means more transformation 

to the lives of ordinary citizens and ful-

filling dreams. 

“We have a lot of work that we 

will continue to do in the housing sec-

tor and I know a lot of Guyanese will 

be very happy this year as they see our 

infrastructure programme continue to 

roll out and as we make more house-

holds available for people, as we do 

upgrading works within our existing 

housing schemes, and as we continue 

to provide safe water for our people…

This budget clearly sets us on the path 

to achieving all of our manifesto com-

mitments and all of our targets that we 

have set ourselves for five years in 

Government,” the Minister cited. 

MONUMENTAL 

Meanwhile, President of the 

Guyana Manufacturing and Services 

Association (GMSA), Rafeek Khan ex-

pressed that this monumental budget 

increase was “needed”, as it paves the 

way for a bright future in manufactur-

ing for Guyana. The 17 per cent alloca-

tion for infrastructural works is 

“commendable”, he noted, since it ad-

dresses some of the hindrances facing 

the sector as it relates to energy and lo-

gistics. 

“This is the only way we’re going 

to become a manufacturing sector that 

is going to be vibrant, in order for us to 

grow industries, develop new indus-

tries. We have got to see the increase in 

the national budget to help in major 

areas, especially infrastructure and en-

ergy. These two areas have been hin-

dering the growth of manufacturing 

overall for competitiveness. You bring 

down the infrastructure costs, logistics, 

energy costs and you’re going to see 

manufacturing grow,” Khan expressed. 

He added, “At least six per cent of 

the national budget is energy, which 

speaks to what is expected to happen in 

2023. This is where I am seeing the dif-

ference that will be made for manufac-

turers.” 

In the energy sector, the Gas-to-

Shore Project has received a whopping 

$43.3 billion from Budget 2023. 

He was optimistic that manufac-

turing will grow even more within the 

coming year with these changes and as 

the sector rebounds from COVID. 

“Every single sector grew by al-

most double digits. The manufacturing 

sector grew by four per cent and while 

this may seem a little discouraging, 

coming out of COVID and trying to re-

bound and trying to resuscitate our 

manufacturing sector, I foresee within 

the next year, you’re going to see pro-

jections way above 10 per cent.” 

Low energy costs for producers 

Additionally, the Region Three 

(Essequibo Islands-West Demerara) 

Private Sector Chairman, Halim Khan 

praised the gas-to-energy project, as it 

would mean lowered energy costs for 

producers. 

“This project is the single largest 

investment made in Guyana’s electric-

ity sector and promises to slash local 

energy costs in half once the project is 

on-stream. Overall, the project is 

pegged at more than US$1 billion…

Cheaper power will be an important 

pillar of development in Guyana as is 

the transformation of communities and 

roadways with $136.1 billion being al-

located in the 2023 budget to enhance 

roads and bridge networks across the 

country,” Khan penned. 

Meanwhile, bringing significant 

relief to the region is the construction 

of the New Demerara River Bridge – 

the first high span, four-lane permanent 

hybrid concrete and cable-stayed struc-

ture. With an injection of a further $5.2 

billion in this project, the private sector 

official labelled this investment as 

“commendable”.

The 2023 budget will fast track and expand the country’s development programmes
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): You may feel justified in 
getting angry with someone who has made a silly mistake, es-
pecially if it has cost you money, but will it change things and 
is it worth the effort? It may be better just to avoid doing busi-
ness with them in the future. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): Usually your hunches 
can be relied on but today’s Mars-Mercury link warns you are 
unlikely to be thinking straight on either a conscious or sub-
conscious level, so hold off from acting on what you think is 
the truth – because it may not be. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): The more other people 
try to dictate to you today the more you must dig in your heels 
and refuse to play by their rules. The simple fact is they don’t 
have the power to coerce you either at home or at work, so say 
“No” and mean it. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Your patience could wear 
thin over the next 24 hours, especially when dealing with peo-
ple who seem determined to act in ways you know from expe-
rience will end in disaster. The only way they will learn is if it 
hurts, so let them get on with it. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): You need to accept that not 
everyone you live, work or do business with sees the world 
the same way as you. Try not to get too pushy today when 
dealing with people who clearly don’t want to follow your 
lead. There’s no law that says they must. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): It is important that you 
spell out precisely what it is you expect of other people today, 
because misunderstandings will occur if your instructions are 
vague. What seems so obvious to you may seem confusing to 
those whose minds move at a slower pace. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): The next few days will see 
you having to deal with people you may not much like on a 
personal level but whose support you are going to need on a 
professional level. Be careful what you say and do – their frag-
ile egos are easily damaged. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You must think before 
you act today, especially in situations that may not look threat-
ening on the surface but which you know from past experience 
could get out of hand if you approach them the wrong way. 
You really don’t need another confrontation. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): Resist the urge to 
splash out on things you don’t need to buy. Once you start 
spending your cash you may find it hard to stop and before 
you know it you’ll be in debt again. Yes, it’s only money, but 
it’s smart to keep some in reserve. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): You are in the mood 
to make some bold decisions, but will they be good decisions? 
Today’s Mars-Mercury link warns if you get carried away and 
start believing you cannot possibly lose you could be setting 
yourself up for a fall, so be careful. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Everyone takes a 
wrong turning now and again, even an Aquarius, so don’t be 
too hard on yourself if you find you have no option but to re-
trace your footsteps and choose a different route. Time is not 
a factor though, so don’t rush it. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): You are well aware that if 
your next big move on the work front goes wrong it will reflect 
badly on your judgement and damage your reputation, so make 
sure you have taken every possible outcome into considera-
tion. You can never plan in too much detail.

COME FLY WITH US! 
The Caribbean is open for 
visitors. Get the best air 
fares now from 
EQUALITY TRAVEL 
416-759-2359

Shah Rukh Khan with his son Aryan and daughter Suhana

Controversy dogs new Shah 
Rukh Khan movie Pathaan

All eyes are on Shah Rukh Khan's Pathaan. 

The movie is supposed to take a huge opening in 

the overseas and domestic markets. Drishyam 2 

was the last big hit for Bollywood.  

Shah Rukh Khan is making a comeback after 

four long years. The film has been embroiled in two 

major controversies. Fringe groups objected to the 

name Pathaan. But the biggest row has been about 

the song Besharam Rang. Some people took stern 

objection to the fact that Deepika Padukone has 

worn a tangerine coloured bikini in the movie.  

They felt it insults the Hindu saffron senti-

ments. The colour is in the same palette as Bhagwa. 

The CBFC has asked makers to review the movie.  

Now, Aaj Tak has reported that the owners of 

multiplexes have asked the government to inter-

vene.  

It seems they have complained of many writ-

ten and verbal threats from such groups that have 

warned them not to show the movie. Bajrang Dal 

workers tore down the posters at a mall in Vastrapur 

some days back.  

Many people condemned the incident. Some-

thing similar happened even during the release of 

Padmavaat.  

The movie did not get a release in Rajasthan, 

Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. The Boycott 

Bollywood gang have been targeting Pathaan since 

day one. 

Meanwhile, at a private screening was held for 

the family members, Gauri Khan and kids Suhana 

Khan and Aryan Khan were dressed in casuals to 

watch the movie.  

Pictures of Aryan at the screening have gone 

viral, leaving many fans wondering when the Jun-

ior Khan will enter Bollywood officially.
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Guyana President Dr. Irfaan Ali has 

invited investors from China to capital-

ize on the country’s oil industry with 14 

oil blocks being auctioned this year. 

The president, during an interview 

with China’s state-run CGTN, pointed to 

the deep ties between the two countries, 

noting that China has been a key devel-

opmental partner for years. 

Ali also stated that Guyana seeks to 

ramp up activity in its nascent oil and 

gas sector while supporting other sectors 

of the economy. 

Part of those efforts include the 

auction of oil blocks offshore this year. 

“We encourage China to participate 

in the public process… the bidding 

process,” President Ali said. 

“We will be auctioning off a num-

ber of new blocks and we hope that 

many firms around the world will partic-

ipate in that process.” 

The bid round for 14 new oil blocks 

was launched last December and is ex-

pected to close by April 2023. 

Guyana’s government hopes to 

award contracts by the end of May 2023. 

The oil blocks on auction are for 

shallow and deep-water areas. 

Outside of the auction, President 

Ali said Guyana is developing its natural 

gas resources and it hopes Chinese in-

vestors will be part of that process. 

The president also noted that the 

government does not believe develop-

ment of Guyana’s oil and gas resources 

conflict with the country’s low carbon 

ambitions. 

He also said Guyana is keen on 

avoiding the resource curse- though it 

doesn’t really believe the problem to be 

concerned about is having abundant re-

sources. Instead, he said it is the mis-

management of those resources that is a 

problem. Guyana, he said, is keen on 

managing these resources well. 

“You must go on a wild spending 

spree. You have to exercise good judge-

ment (and) good fiscal responsibility. 

“It is not a resource curse, it is a 

blessing,” he said.

Guyana invites China to bid for  
available oil blocks

The oil blocks in Guyana: 14 remain available

India’s support to strengthen military
The Government of Guyana has announced 

plans to take significant steps to modernize the 

Guyana Defence Force (GDF) and is exploring all 

options for acquiring new equipment and supplies. 

One option under consideration is purchasing 

hardware and military equipment from India, Presi-

dent, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali said Friday. 

Ali was speaking with reporters at an Indian 

multinational news channel headquartered in New 

Delhi. Guyana has already begun to increase its level 

of military cooperation with India, including working 

more closely on a wide range of activities. 

The cooperation also includes developing an in-

tegrated relationship in terms of technology, equip-

ment, and human resources. 

Furthermore, the collaboration with India is 

aimed at supporting Guyana’s efforts to modernize 

and retool its military. 

Several ranks of the GDF are currently benefit-

ting from or have completed courses in the South 

Asian nation, through the country’s Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (ITEC) training program for 

friendly foreign countries. 

Ali also stated that his government has commu-

nicated to Indian authorities it has no objections to 

and supports India’s involvement in the drive. 

The Ali-led administration has been strategic in 

making the necessary investments in army bases 

countrywide to improve their technological capability 

to advance ranks’ educational development. 

Additionally, the president has been pushing ter-

tiary-level educational development among the na-

tion’s defence force members.  

The head of state said these academic upgrades 

are essential and align with the administration’s man-

date to improve the lives of every Guyanese.

Guyana is increasing its level of military cooperation
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Jamaica is sending a 60-member 

trade delegation to Guyana later this 

month focusing on strengthening previ-

ously established partnerships with 

Guyanese businesses as well as increas-

ing trade and investment opportunities 

between the two countries 

Industry, Investment and Com-

merce Minister, Aubyn Hill, will head 

the delegation from January 23 to 28, 

hoping “Jamaica and Guyana building 

formidable business, commercial and 

even broader political arrangement. 

“Jamaica is very optimistic about 

this trade mission, and I believe that it 

will help us to cement those original 

arrangements we made,” he said, adding 

“I see the relationship that we are seek-

ing to build with Guyana as a vital one 

[especially] for Jamaican construction 

companies”. 

Jamaica is hoping the week-long 

mission will result in approximately 100 

business-to-business meetings that will 

drive cross-border transactions in both 

investments and trade, which will be 

mutually beneficial to both countries. 

Acting President of Jamaica Pro-

motions Corporation (JAMPRO), Shul-

lette Cox, said “with the economic boom 

that is coming to Guyana, there is going 

to be heavy demand for construction, not 

only for services but also supplies, and 

so we have a couple of companies from 

the sector that will be making the trip 

with us. 

“Very related to development and 

infrastructure will be the need to capital-

ize on those types of projects, and Ja-

maican financial institutions are going to 

be positioned at the forefront of those 

engagements,” Cox told JIS News. 

Companies within the banking and 

finance sectors will be a part of the local 

delegation and Cox noted that of the var-

ious sectors that will be participating in 

the mission, “the greatest interest that we 

have seen is in our technology sector or 

what we call our global digital services 

sector. 

“With export being a primary focus 

for JAMPRO, one of the important in-

roads that we want to make in Guyana is 

to expose our exporters, both on the 

manufacturing and agricultural side, to 

new buyers and new distributors in the 

Guyanese market,” Cox said. 

She said the role of JAMPRO on 

this mission is to “establish business re-

lationships and to secure export con-

tracts in both goods and services. 

“As a government entity, we also 

reinforce the relationship between the 

Governments of Jamaica and Guyana, 

and we are looking forward to achieving 

and coming back to report on all of the 

successes coming out of those discus-

sions”. 

The chief executive officer at Kon-

nexx Services Limited, Dean Nevers, 

said since participating in the first mis-

sion to Guyana last October, his com-

pany, which is involved in the field of 

telecommunications engineering, has 

begun operations in Guyana.

Jamaica sending large trade  
delegation to Guyana 

Jamaican Industry Minister Aubyn St Hill (left) will lead the mission to Guyana
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Jamaica’s Justice system gets 
Cdn$12M boost from Canada

Jamaica has received a boost of 

CAN$12 million (US$8.9 million) from 

its longstanding international partner, 

Canada, through the newly launched So-

cial Justice (So-JUST) Project. 

The seven-year initiative, which 

runs from 2021 to 2028, aims to facili-

tate a more rights-based and gender-sen-

sitive justice system that yields equitable 

outcomes for all Jamaicans. 

It comes in the wake of the recently 

concluded Justice Undertakings for So-

cial Transformation (JUST) program, 

which ran from 2011 to 2021. 

So-JUST is intended to integrate 

the four pillars of social justice – equity, 

access, participation, and rights. 

It will focus specifically on enhanc-

ing the rights of and access to justice for 

women, girls, people with disabilities, 

and residents of rural and vulnerable 

communities. 

The project is designed to directly 

benefit the poorest and most disadvan-

taged users of justice services, in partic-

ular survivors of gender-based violence. 

Justice Minister, Delroy Chuck, 

and Canada’s High Commissioner to Ja-

maica, Emina Tudakovic, were among 

the speakers at the project’s recent 

launch. 

In his remarks, Chuck thanked the 

Canadian government for supporting the 

project, emphasizing that, “Jamaica 

must respond by becoming a peaceful, 

safe and secure society”. 

“So, this program has now been 

launched. It’s really one where we ex-

pect strong communication, so that 

every single citizen is made aware that 

you will have help [and] you can get 

help.” 

The justice minister urged persons 

to “use the services being provided by 

the Ministry of Justice and other State 

agencies… and in doing so, we, hope-

fully, can create a kinder and gentler so-

ciety; we certainly can reduce, deter, and 

prevent many violent confrontations”. 

High Commissioner Tudakovic, in 

her remarks, said Canada is “honored to 

be associated with the justice reform 

process in the Caribbean”, and assured 

that the country “remains committed to 

supporting stakeholders as they seek a 

more equitable, efficient and responsive 

justice system for all”. 

For his part, Canada’s Minister of 

International Development, Harjit Saj-

jan, outlined that, for many years, his 

country has been a primary international 

development partner of the Government 

of Jamaica. 

He also highlighted the importance 

of the So-JUST Project, which supports 

mediation, restorative justice, child di-

version programs, and child justice co-

ordination systems. 

“This directly improves justice out-

comes by reducing the backlog in the 

courts. For women and girls in rural 

areas, the extension of access to legal-

aid systems has a direct impact,” Sajjan 

said. 

The So-JUST Project is being im-

plemented by the United Nations Devel-

opment Programme (UNDP), in 

partnership with the Justice Ministry and 

the Office of the Chief Justice, with 

funding from Global Affairs Canada.

Delroy Chuck right shakes hands with Harjit Sajjan

A junior government minister is 

pointing an accusing finger at the media 

in Barbados noting that its coverage of 

the crime situation in the country is giv-

ing a false impression. 

“We have a relatively safe place but 

the conundrum is this, there is a massive 

disconnect between crime in Barbados 

and the perception of crime in Barbados. 

And you know what dictates our percep-

tion? What pushes us to have a percep-

tion that crime in Barbados is a lot? The 

media,” said the minister of state in the 

Office of the Attorney General with re-

sponsibility for Crime Prevention, Corey 

Lane. 

Lane said, “crime has been rela-

tively stable over the years” and the per-

ception crime is high is largely due to 

media reports, even as he acknowledged 

he was not asking the media to “hide any-

thing.” 

“Crime against tourists down 142 

percent,” he said, telling the audience at 

a joint meeting of the St. James branches 

of the ruling Barbados Labour Party 

(BLP) that at least one radio station will 

“come and tell you two tourists get shoot 

today, tomorrow and the next day and 

you would swear that crime is the biggest 

thing against tourists”. 

Lane, who compared the island ‘s 

crime statistics to those in neighboring is-

lands, said Barbados was among the 

safest but suggested that media reports 

had inflated the issue, citing reports of vi-

olent incidents involving students. 

“Things does happen in schools all 

the time, if you report incidents back-to-

back your perception is that the schools 

in chaos but things happen at schools all 

the time, it’s just how and when and how 

regularly them report it.” 

Last Friday, two 15-year-old sec-

ondary school students were involved in 

an altercation, resulting in one of them 

nursing multiple stab wounds. 

Lane, who is also the chairman of 

the National Crime Prevention Plan 

maintained that he was not prompting 

journalists to “hide anything” on behalf 

of his party or the country but urged them 

to be responsible in their reporting. 

He pointed to another island, with a 

lower population that recorded a higher 

murder rate than Barbados in 2022 and 

suggested that the media there were more 

responsible in its reporting. 

“Their media down there tend to un-

derstand tourism is important so they got 

lead stories like ‘Big regatta next week’ 

in the front of them thing [news].” 

Barbadian media under fire for crime news



The Jamaican government says it 

will be moving with haste and alacrity 

towards transforming the island into a 

republic. 

“It is time that Jamaica become a 

republic. For us, the process is not sim-

ple, and we have known this from we 

started on this journey, and we are 

making sure that we check every box 

as we move deliberately in that re-

gard,” Prime Minister Andrew Holness 

said, noting that while the process is 

something he inherited, he never ex-

pected it “to be a straight line”. 

Addressing Tourism Minister Ed-

mund Bartlett’s 25th Anniversary 

Scholarship Program, in St. James, last 

weekend, Prime Minister Holness said 

he was urging Legal Affairs and Con-

stitutional Affairs Minister Marlene 

Malahoo Forte, to “please move ahead 

with speed on this matter”. 

“Jamaica must become a repub-

lic,” Holness said, adding that what-

ever obstacles the process might 

encounter, his administration will be in 

for the long haul and will do whatever 

it takes. 

Last week, Malahoo Forte ex-

pressed the government’s “disappoint-

ment” at the failure to name the 

high-level committee on constitutional 

reform, blaming the main opposition 

People’s National Party (PNP) for 

holding up the start of the process of 

Jamaica’s move towards becoming a 

republican state. 

Malahoo Forte told Parliament 

that while a referendum is necessary 

for Jamaica to move away from having 

the British monarch as its head of 

state, the process must involve cross 

aisle collaboration as well as consulta-

tion and collaboration with ordinary 

Jamaicans. 

She said it was the intention of 

the government to name the members 

of the high-level committee last Tues-

day, “but I regret to advise the people 

of Jamaica that we are not able to do 

so…. 

Opposition Leader Mark Golding 

defended the opposition’s position on 

the situation, noting that the circum-

stances were not that simple as Mala-

hoo Forte had only recently replied to 

a letter which he wrote to her in June 

2022 requesting information on the in-

tended amendments to the Jamaica 

Constitution and concerns regarding 

the Privy Council remaining as Ja-

maica’s final appellate court. 

Jamaica gained independence 

from the United Kingdom August 6, 

1962.
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Usain Bolt loses millions of  
dollars in investment fraud

An investigation has been launched 

after millions of dollars reportedly went 

missing from an account belonging to 

eight-time Olympic champion Usain 

Bolt. 

Bolt’s manager, Nugent Walker, 

told the Gleaner that Jamaica’s Financial 

Investigations Division and Financial 

Services Commission are looking into 

the case at investment firm Stocks and 

Securities Limited (SSL). SSL is also 

understood to have called the police. 

Walker said that Bolt first noticed 

what appeared to be discrepancies with 

his accounts at SSL on Wednesday. “All 

the relevant steps have been taken to 

come to the bottom of this,” Walker told 

the Gleaner, adding that due to the on-

going investigation he could not dis-

close the sums involved. 

“He’s been with this entity over 10 

years ... His entire portfolio is being re-

viewed,” Walker said. 

According to the Gleaner an SSL 

employee has been implicated in wide-

spread fraud at the company, and may 

have been involved in the the develop-

ments surrounding Bolt. 

A lawyer representing the unnamed 

employee told the Gleaner that her client 

had been talking with legal representa-

tives of SSL for two weeks. 

“My client is in discussion with 

SSL and the lawyers representing SSL,” 

she said. 

Bolt is considered one of the great-

est track athletes of all time and holds 

world records in the 100m, 200m and 

4x100m relay. The 36-year-old retired in 

2017, and has a number of lucrative 

sponsorship deals. In 2016 alone he 

earned $33m from sponsorship, prize 

money and appearances fees, making 

him easily the highest-earning track ath-

lete in the world.

Usain Bolt: noticed money missing from his investment account

Holness: Time for JA to ditch the King

Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew Holness
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PRICES of food and non-alcoholic 

beverages in Trinidad and Tobago 

jumped by 13.80 per cent on average be-

tween November 2021 and November 

2022, data released by the Central Sta-

tistical Office (CSO) has revealed. 

And, according to the CSO data, 

prices of food and non-alcoholic bever-

ages were 20.77 per cent higher on aver-

age in November 2022 than in 

November 2020. 

The methodology used by the CSO 

gives food and non-alcoholic beverages 

a 17.3 per cent weight in its All Items 

Index. 

The All Items Index—which meas-

ures all of the items used by the CSO in 

coming up with the monthly inflation 

number—was 8.01 per cent higher in 

November 2022 than in November 2021. 

Prices last November were 11.95 

per cent higher than in November 2020. 

Apart from the double-digit rise in 

food prices, the two main contributors to 

the 8.01 per cent increase in the All 

Items Index for the period November 

2021 to November 2022 were transport 

and homeownership. 

According to the CSO data, the cost 

of transportation in November 2022 was 

14.62 per cent higher than in November 

2021. Between November 2020 and No-

vember 2021, the cost of transport in-

creased by 3.08 per cent. Transport costs 

contribute 14.71 per cent of the All-

Items Index. 

The category of housing, water, 

electricity, gas and other fuels was 4.98 

per cent higher in November 2022 than 

in November 2021. That category con-

tributes 27.5 per cent of the All-Items 

Index. Home ownership prices were 4.98 

per cent higher in November 2022 than 

in November 2021. The category of 

housing, water, electricity, gas and other 

fuels contributes a total of 27.5 per cent 

to the All-Items Index and is the largest 

single category. 

In a news release, the CSO said the 

inflation rate for November 2022—mea-

sured as the percentage change in the av-

erage All Items Index for the period 

January to November 2022/January to 

November 2021) was 5.6 per cent. 

This represents an increase from 5.3 

per cent which was recorded in the pre-

vious period (January to October 

2022/January to October 2021). The In-

flation Rate for the comparative period 

(January to November 2021/January to 

November 2020) was 1.9 per cent, ac-

cording to the CSO. 

The national statistical agency also 

indicated that prices did not change very 

much between October and November 

2022. The All Items Index of Retail 

Prices calculated from the prices col-

lected for the month of November 2022 

was 122.7, representing an increase of 

0.2 points or 0.2 per cent above the Index 

(All Items) for October 2022. 

The Index for Food and Non-Alco-

holic Beverages increased from 144.5 in 

October 2022 to 145.9 in November 

2022, reflecting an increase of 1.0 per 

cent. 

“Contributing significantly to this 

increase was the general upward move-

ment in the prices of chilled or frozen 

beef; fresh beef; chilled or frozen pork; 

melongene; carrots; cucumber; pump-

kin; onions; green (sweet) pepper and 

cabbage. However, the full impact of 

these price increases was offset by the 

general decreases in the prices of toma-

toes; ochroes; powdered milk—full 

cream; garlic; oranges; steak—fresh; 

shrimp—fresh; salted pig tail; Irish po-

tatoes and crab— fresh,” according to 

the CSO.

Trinidad food prices jump 13.8% in 
November: Statistics Office

Customers purchase items from a vendor on Charlotte Street, Port of Spain in December

No ease anytime soon, says Supermarkets boss
Food prices are not likely to fall any-

time soon although the cost of freight 

shipments is dropping, according to T&T 

Supermarkets Association president Rajiv 

Diptee. 

Supermarket operators say they are 

not yet able to cut prices because of sev-

eral factors not connected to freight deliv-

eries 

During an interview on i95.5fm, 

Diptee said the reduced price of freight is 

between China and several countries, but 

not in this region. 

According to the supermarket head, 

there are not many exports between China 

and Trinidad and Tobago. 

“We have conflict, which is still happening in 

Ukraine and that is affecting everything, along with 

Covid-19 and we are still seeing effects of this through the 

supply chain affecting operations globally. We also have 

climate change to grapple with and flood issues, which has 

caused produce to skyrocket at the supermar-

kets,” Diptee outlined. 

He pointed out that transshipment is 

also a major problem within the Caribbean. 

But there are still concerns and com-

plaints about the cost of local food items and 

produce. 

Diptee admitted that the recent floods 

can be blamed. 

“The flooding that took place late last 

year, has caused the prices to increase drasti-

cally. When I looked at pumpkins it was $9 a 

pound at the market and $12 at the supermar-

ket. 

“I think that some of the prices coming 

forth in the market, from some of the farm-

ers, and in particular some of the agri producers are a lot 

for consumers to fork out. I am not sure that we have any 

control over such a situation. That’s for the Ministry of 

Agriculture to deal with,” Diptee stressed. 

He added that lower prices are likely later in the year, 

Advertise and 
survive in the 
New Year with 
a low cost ad 

in Equality 
News 

647-216-
2359

Rajiv Diptee



Guyana’s Finance Minister, Ashni 

Singh, on Monday evening announced 

a mammoth $4.3B budget for Sport in 

2023; during the presentation of the 

National budget at the Arthur Chung 

Conference Center (ACCC), Lilien-

daal. 

This year’s massive budget allo-

cation for Sport signals a vast improve-

ment on allocations for previous years. 

In 2022, the sector received a whop-

ping $2.2B allocation, which was at 

the time the highest that Sport had ever 

seen. That was also an improvement 

on the $1.5B allocation from 2021. 

“The sum of $4.3 billion has been 

allocated in budget 2023 for the for the 

development of sport,” Singh told the 

National Assembly on Monday 

evening. 

This year’s sport budget will 

cover major infrastructural work, for 

instance, a state-of-the-art Stadium at 

Palmyra, new facilities in the hinter-

land regions and the rehabilitation of 

the Cliff Anderson’s Sports Hall 

(CASH). 

Singh explained, “Provision has 

been set aside for the establishment of 

a National cricket Academy, with the 

construction of the state-of-the-art sta-

dium a Palmyra also slated for this 

year.” 

“Additionally, provision is made 

for other sports infrastructure and de-

velopment, including construction of 

multipurpose sporting facilities in the 

hinterland, rehabilitation works at the 

Cliff Anderson’s Sports Hall, construc-

tion of stands and grass mounds in Re-

gions 2 and 6, extension of the Squash 

court at the National Racquet Center 

and procurement of sports gear,” he 

further revealed. 

The Ministry of Culture, Youth 

and Sport will also be able to continue 

their work on community grounds 

across the country, with a third consec-

utive budget allocation going towards 

that ongoing project. 

“In addition, sir, the sum of $250 

million is budgeted for the continued 

improvement of community grounds 

across the country,” Singh disclosed. 

The $2.2B allocated to sport in 

2022 encompassed $1.4B for infra-

structural works. Work for the Syn-

thetic Tracks in Regions 6 (East 

Berbice- Corentyne) and Region 10 

(Upper Demerara- Upper Berbice), the 

construction of multipurpose sport fa-

cilities in Regions 2, 6, and 10, erec-

tion of stands at the National Track and 

Field Center (NTFC), West Coast De-

merara, rehabilitation works at the Na-

tional Stadium, Providence and 

improvement of community grounds 

all fell under the infrastructural um-

brella. 

Meanwhile, in 2021 $1.5B was al-

located to sport, with $320M of that 

sum going towards the development of 

professional athletes and coaches. 

Work to improve community grounds 

was also another major component in 

that budget.
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Billions set aside for sport  
development in Guyana budget

Guyana Finance Minister Ashni Singh

Woodbine Banquet Hall 
30 Vice Regent Blvd, Etobicoke (Hwy27, South Of Rexdale Blvd)

Doors Open @ 5:30 pm • Dinner 8:00 pm

Tickets $60.00
• Roses for the Ladies • Cash Bar • Formal Attire

 

With DJ Riyad, Herbie Fabulus and Omesh & The Wave Band

HELPING CRITICALLY ILL CARIBBEAN CHILDREN

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11th, 2023

Be My Valentine

FOR TICKETS AND INFO CONTACT:  • Jay: 416-418-2745 • Ojha: 905-672-2287 • Vic: 647-280-6712 
• Jankie: 905-303-5817 • Kumar: 416-498-9962 • Ray: 416-278-9302 
• Amit: 647-703-1283 • Donna: 416-741-4970 • Deeka: 416-281-5525
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HERBIE
FABULUS
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        by 
      Rachel Walcott
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INJURED?   
CAR ACCIDENT? 

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR TTC SLIP 
AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, PEDESTRIAN OR 

CYCLYST STRUCK BY AUTOMOBILE 
 VICTIMS OF CRIME 

TALK TO US FIRST 
THE ACCIDENT INJURY LAW FIRM MAXMIZES YOUR CLAIM 

AND GETS YOU A BIGGER SETTLEMENT 

NO UP FRONT FEES AND NO HIDDEN COST  

WE DON’T GET PAID UNTIL YOU GET PAID 

FOR A FREE CONSULATION IN 
YOUR HOME, AT THE HOSPITAL 

OR AT YOUR OFFICE 

CALL RICHARD MARS HOSEIN 
AT 

416-999-3471 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9AM­8PM 

OVER 15 YEARS OF EXCELLENT 
SERVICE IN THIS COMMUNITY
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you’ll want
to clap when
you land

You’ll want to rush off the plane.
You’ll want to dive into the ocean.

You’ll want to switch your
phone to ‘Do not disturb’.

This is the magic of Barbados.

visitbarbados.org


