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Club Martini

RV 75 + M56, Lamaha
St, Georgetown,
Guyana
592-231-9480

* Fully furnished rooms
* Air conditioned
* Hot & Cold Showers

MARTINA'S CAMBIO
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Best rates for US, Pounds Sterling, Canadian, Euro, TT, EC and B’dos

o Wifi & TV
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After December 3 referendum, Venezuela declares new rules for Essequibo, sends troops to
border as President Maduro gives foreign investors in region three months to leave, hut...

USA stands firm with Guyana
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GUYANA STRONG: Guyanese stood together in a peaceful but strong display of MILITARY SUPPORT: In a significant step towards strengthening bilateral ties be-
unity last week, as the nation reaffirmed its position in the ongoing border contro- tween Guyana and Brazil, Chief of Staff Brigadier Omar Khan recently met with
versy with Venezuela. The display of national unity unfolded across the country Chief of the Joint General Staff of the Brazilian Armed Forces Admiral Renato Ro-
leading up to the December 3 Venezuelan referendum on Guyana’s Essequibo. drigues de Aguiar Freire, and Chief of Strategic Affairs of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro claimed victory in the referendum, even Brigadier Walcyr Josué de Castilho Araujo. According to a press release from the

thouhg less than 9 percent of eligible voters participated in the poll. Stories inside Guyana Defence Force (GDF), the meeting, held as part of the ongoing efforts to

, expand strategic relations, underscored the commitment of both nations to foster
MARTINA’'S CAMBIO

cooperation in various domains, including defence and strategic affairs.“This meet-
19 Hinck Street, Robbstown, Georgetown, Guyana

ing marks a pivotal moment in the ongoing diplomatic efforts between Guyana and
Brazil, reflecting a shared vision for a secure and cooperative future. The Guyana
Best rates for US, Pounds Sterling, Canadian,
Euro, TT, EC and B’dos

Defence Force remains dedicated to advancing regional collaboration, and con-
tributing to the broader objectives of peace and stability,” the GDF said. Brazil "has
T I. 226 1933 intensified defensive actions" along its northern border as it monitors the territorial
e [ - dispute between its neighbors, Guyana and Venezuela, with which it shares bor-
Email: martinascambio@gmail.com,
martinarbacchus6223621@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/martina-cambio

ders. "The Ministry of Defense has been monitoring the situation. Defensive ac-
tions have been intensified in the northern border region of the country, promoting
a greater military presence," the Brazilian military said in a statement.

Vishal Sharma

Personal Injury Lawyer

e--;:u:-,- 24/7 Direct Line 647-972-4440
P sharma@vsharmalaw.ca. www.vsharmalaw.ca

Unbeatable low fares to Montego Bay

Toronto - Montego Bay: $199 one-way*

Montego Bay - Toronto: $189 one-way:*

Book Mew on Jetlines.com, or Contact Your Favourite Travel Agent!
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VIHAL SHARMA

Personal Injury Lawyer
NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent
you. When you’re looking for the best possible re-
sult, you need an attorney who knows every detail

about you and your case. Sharma Law takes the
time to get to know each and every client, so we're
in the best position to represent you and your family
when it matters most. Backed by proven results and
experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court,
Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.

Injury Claims

Motor Vehicle Accident Claims, At-
Fault Accident Claims, Not At-Fault
Accident Claims, Catastrophic In-
jury Claims, Slip and Falls, Trip
and Falls, Dog Bites, Long Term
Disability and Short Term Disabil-

ity.

Personal Injury

Injuries caused by the negligence
of others can be physically, emo-
tionally, and financially devastating
for victims and their families. If
you've been injured, you need a
personal injury lawyer who knows
how to fight for the compensation
you deserve.

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU
We are committed to achieving successful results for every client
and case. We accomplish this by providing exceptional legal advice
and strategies based on a thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes. FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM RE-
VIEW. CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE REVIEWS

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere
in Ontario. Video Conference and Office meetings available.
24/7 Direct Line 647-972-4440
sharma@vsharmalaw.ca
www.vsharmalaw.ca
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At Fortress Windows & Doors, we live and breathe

QUALITY, INTEGRITY & VALUE

because with these three components braided together our Customers will always be

AT 100% SATISFIED.

ON PARTS

Y’ Give us a call and see for yourself!!
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GET UP TO $10,600

inRebates from Canada Greener Homes

Government loan up to $40,000 @ 0% for 10 years!
With the Purchase of Energy Star Certified Models

RATING
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MSRP. LIMITED TIME OFFER.

Other Services We Provide
» Eavestroughs ¢ Soffits * Fascia ¢ Window Wells « Basement ¢ Emergency Exit Windows
*

Financing Available *

Fully Licensed & Insured ® Senior Discounts
Call for a FREE in-home estimate

= 416.291.5795

www.fortresswindowsinc.com
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WESTMINSTER

Cemetery & Mausoleum

Funeral & Reception Centre

A non-denominational Cemetery, Mausoleum, Funeral
& Reception Centre providing affordable options for your final
arrangements.

Funeral Services | Memorial Services | Life Celebrations | Visitations and Receptions | Pre-Arrangements

Burials | On-site Crematorium | Pre-planning Payment Plans Available

¥

Westminster Cemetery, Mausoleum, Funeral & Reception Centre
5826 Bathurst Street, North York, ON M2R 1Y6
416.665.2015 | www.westminstercemetery.ca
Operated by Park Lawn Limited Partnership, Owned by Park Lawn Corporation
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Canadian mother, child die after
falling off Antigua’s Devil's Bridge

A high-level investigation is under-
way in St. Johns after the death of a
Canadian tourist and her son. The 38-
year-old woman and her five-year-old
son drowned at the Devil Bridge.

According to reports from the
woman’s husband, they had gone to see
the sunset at the Devil’s Bridge, when
his son went close to the edge and got
caught by a wave. The man reported to
policemen that his son held onto his
mother’s leg and she too fell into the
water.

The man who had to receive coun-
seling on the spot that early morning
told authorities that he wanted to return
to Canada the same day however they
denied the request as investigations were
underway.

Meanwhile, the Antigua and Bar-
buda government has expressed condo-
lences to the family.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne,
said he was saddened at the event, “and
if there is anything we can do to assist
the family, we stand ready to assist.”

“But it is a very very tragic situa-
tion...and I want to express our sincere
sympathy to the family. I feel it as
though it was a relative. It is so impact-
ful,” he said.

This is the second instance of a
tourist death at Devil’s Bridge this year.

Devil’s Bridge got its name be-
cause the rock once resembled a bridge
before part of it fell away into the sea.
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Devil’s Bridge, Antigua, where the Canadian m

Enslaved people on the island once
crossed the bridge and drowned them-
selves believing that their spirits would
live on and they would return one day a
free person and not a slave anymore.
This past April, another Canadian
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was reported to have died in the same
area, with authorities saying in a press
release they had found a “Caucasian
male in his late sixties” after a 911 caller
stated “a tourist fell over Devil’s Bridge”
on April 8.

other and child died

At the time, Global Affairs Canada
confirmed the death of a Canadian but
did not provide details, citing privacy.

Devil’s Bridge, located outside the
village of Willikies, is a major tourist at-
traction in Antigua.

Grieving Dad tell Senators to pass Federal gun law

The father of a woman who was
fatally shot in October by her former
partner is urging senators to pass a
federal gun-control bill without delay.

In a letter sent this week to mem-
bers of the upper chamber, Brian
Sweeney says the legislation contains
crucial measures that would improve
the way police deal with domestic vio-
lence cases involving firearms.

"Implementing these measures is
urgent," Sweeney says in the letter,
made available to The Canadian Press.
"The bill is the result of years of advo-
cacy from victims and women's
groups, and women have died while
the bill has been debated."

Sweeney's daughter Angie was
shot when her former partner Bobbie
Hallaert broke into her home in Sault
Ste. Marie, Ont., two months ago. Hal-
laert proceeded to a second home and
killed three of his own children and in-
jured another woman, who survived.
The gunman then took his own life.

"Angie's death, like that of all
victims, leaves behind a trail of broken
hearts and broken lives," Sweeney
says in the letter.

He planned to be in Montreal on
December 6 to help families and sur-
vivors mark the anniversary of the

grim day in 1989 when a man with a
Ruger Mini-14 killed 14 women at the
city's Ecole Polytechnique.

"The 14 victims and my Angie
deserve better than our current laws
and procedures," Sweeney says.
"Three innocent children also paid the
price of our failed system."

Police probing the Sault Ste.
Marie shootings said late last month
they were trying to determine how
Hallaert obtained the SKS rifle and
.38-calibre revolver seized during their
investigation. He did not have a cur-
rent firearms licence at the time of the
shootings.

Sault police have confirmed the
offender was involved in intimate
partner investigations in the past.

The federal bill would usher in
new measures to keep firearms out of
the hands of domestic abusers, rein-
force a freeze on handguns, increase
penalties for firearm trafficking and
move to curb homemade ghost guns.

The bill also includes a ban on
assault-style firearms that fall under a
new technical definition. It would
apply to such guns designed and man-
ufactured after the bill comes into
force.

Gun-control groups such as Pol-

ySeSouvient, which includes students
and graduates of the Montreal engi-
neering school, want to see the bill be-
come law. Conservative MPs and
some gun owners have said the legis-
lation is misguided and penalizes law-
abiding Canadians.

Members of a Senate committee
have been reviewing the bill clause by
clause, but it is expected to return to
the full upper chamber soon.

"There is no reasonable justifica-
tion to delay the adoption and imple-
mentation of these measures,"
Sweeney says in his letter. "So [ am

begging you to vote it through as soon
as it hits the Senate floor for third
reading."

Sweeney expresses anger in his
letter that someone with Hallaert's his-
tory could have access to guns.

"Domestic violence is an epi-
demic and governments are not doing
enough to prevent it," he writes.

"That's why I promised Angie
that I wouldn't stop until the laws in
this country are strengthened to stop
domestic murders. I especially want to
get guns out of the hands of people
who shouldn't have them."

On TikTok: Raul’s Jewellery (Number
1 for Guyana Jewellery on TikTok
Mocha, East Bank Demerara

Phone number/WhatsApp:
+592-644-0543

CUhere Jewellery

Raul Anthony De Souza
592.644.0543 ¢
rauldesouza884@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Stay the Course, Mr President

Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro is claiming a victory in the De-
cember 3 referendum, in which, figures
show, some 2 million people voted
overwhelmingly (reportedly 98 per-
cent) in favour of annexing the oil-rich
Guyanese territory of Essequibo.

But what Maduro is not saying,
but the opposition in Venezuela is tak-
ing pains to point out, is that this num-
ber only represents less than 9 per cent
of the 20 million-plus Venezuelans who
were eligible to vote.

The rest decided not to play
Maduro’s game and stayed away from
the poll, a slap in Maduro’s face as he
tries to use this territorial dispute to
shore up political support at home.

The turnout appeared so under-
whelming that the Venezuelan govern-
ment has been widely accused by
analysts of falsifying the results, the
UK Guardian reports.

Indeed, the major British daily
said Maduro’s plan to annex Essequibo
appears to have backfired -- a position
also taken by the renowned broadcaster
BBC.

This hasn’t stopped Maduro from
grandstanding, however, with the
Venezuelan President issuing a state-
ment shortly after the referendum or-
dering foreign companies to leave
concessions awarded by Guyana within
three months.

Maduro also made several other

Dear Editor,

IN the heart of South America, a peace-
ful nation stands firmly against a backdrop
of a complex and long-standing territorial
controversy.

Guyana, known for its serene beauty,
rich culture, and the warmth of its people, is
now at the centre of a controversial claim
over its Essequibo region — a territory con-
stituting two-thirds of the country and in-
creasingly significant owing to its oil-rich
potential.

This controversy, rooted in colonial
history, has been reignited by a recent refer-
endum in Venezuela, sparking international
concern. We’re living a real-life David ver-
sus Goliath story, standing tall against a
mightier nation’s covetous gaze on our oil-
rich and cherished Essequibo.

This struggle we’re in, it’s like the
Hindu scriptures once more, where our
Prabhu Rama stood against the might of Ra-
vana, triumphing against all odds. It’s in our
scriptures that we find our strength, our re-
solve steeled by a deep faith and the unwa-
vering support of the international
community.

pronouncements, including the creation
of a new High Commission for the De-
fense of Essequibo coordinated by Vice
President Delcy Rodriguez, activation
of debate in the National Assembly for
the approval of the Organic Law for the
defense of Essequibo, creation of the
the Zone of Integral Defense of Esse-
quibo with three areas and 28 sectors of
integral development, to be located in
Tumeremo; the designation of MG
Alexis Rodriguez Cabello as Sole Au-
thority of Essequibo whose political
and administrative headquarters will be
located in Tumeremo; the publication
and dissemination in schools, high
schools and universities of the country
the new Map of Venezuela that in-
cludes Essequibo and the activation of
an Integral Social Attention Plan for
the entire population of Essequibo that
includes a Census and the opening of
an Administrative Service for Identifi-
cation, Migration and Immigration
(SAIME) office for the delivery of
identification cards to the population
based in Tumeremo (located in
Venezuela about 100 kilometres west
of the Guyana border.)

But the most concerning of all his
actions since the December 3 referen-
dum is his announcement Tuesday of
the creation of a new military zone that
would be in charge of defending Esse-
quibo.

He backed this up by ordering

troops to the area, but it is unclear how
large the new military force to be based
in Tumeremo would be.

Maduro says he was given a man-
date on Sunday to invade Guyana. In
response on Tuesday, Brazil’s military
reinforced its northern border due to
rising tensions. Brazil has borders with
both countries.

Guyana, meanwhile, has not re-
sponded directly to the referendum or
to Maduro’s posturing. Instead, it has
turned to the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) by filing a complaint
against Venezuela for breaching the In-
ternational Court of Justice’s (ICJ)
order, issued on Friday, that Venezuela
must not take any action which would
modify the situation that currently pre-
vails in the territory in dispute,
whereby Guyana administers and exer-
cises control over Essequibo.

Guyana President Irfaan Ali also
assured the people of Guyana, as well
as the international investors in the
country, that they had nothing to fear as
the Guyana Defence Force was on full
alert, and the country also had the
backing of SouthCom, one of the 11
unified combatant commands in the US
Department of Defense.

U.S. officials, who have been
keeping a close eye on the simmering
tensions over Caracas’ claim to the Es-
sequibo region, have grown increas-
ingly concerned that Maduro could be

| stand with Guyana

We’re inspired by Dave Martin’s stir-
ring words in “Not One Blade of Grass,” a
song that has become more than just lyrics
to us; it’s a declaration of our unyielding
stance, a testament to our enduring spirit in
the face of this long-standing and con-
tentious claim by Venezuela.

Just like Rama, we stand for justice and
righteousness, our unity unshakeable, our
commitment to our land and people unbreak-
able. The legitimacy of the Venezuelan ref-
erendum, marked by low voter turnout and
allegations of election rigging, casts a
shadow over its outcomes.

The overwhelming approval rate in a
context of reduced participation, potentially
reflecting voter apathy or opposition boy-
cotts, raises serious questions. Accusations
of ballot tampering and voter coercion un-
dermine democratic values, and the contro-
versial nature of this referendum invites
international skepticism.

This complex and long-standing con-
troversy over the Essequibo region, now in-
tensified, threatens diplomatic relations and
regional stability. It underscores the need for
a resolution that is recognised and respected

by the global community, especially given
the oil-rich stakes at hand.

In Guyana, our resolve is anchored in
the quest for tranquility, guided by the
revered International Court of Justice (ICJ).
To us, the ICJ is far more than just a judicial
entity; it’s a beacon of aspiration, a stage
where the collective voices and challenges
of our nation find recognition and resolution.

Our steadfast leaders are aligning our
nation’s efforts with the tenets of interna-
tional law, striving for justice in a world
where might often prevails. In this endeav-
our, we are not isolated; notable nations such
as the United States and Britain, and blocs
such as the European Union are by our side,
affirming our sovereignty.

Their support transcends diplomatic
formalities, offering essential backing during
these times, particularly in the context of the
oil-rich Essequibo region. Now is the mo-
ment for the soul of Guyana to unite more
robustly than ever. Our fight goes beyond
physical confrontation; it’s rooted in unity,
conviction in our rightful claims, and the
strength found in coming together. We aim
to be harbingers of harmony and construc-

preparing for the use of military force
on Guyanese territory.

President Ali called the moves by
Maduro “reckless” and said his country
plans to alert both regional and world
leaders of Maduro’s attempt to disrupt
the peace in the hemisphere.

“It is unfortunate that President
Maduro would choose the road of defy-
ing an international court order. This
speaks volumes about the way in which
President Maduro prefers to operate
and also points to the fact that he’s un-
concerned about the peace and security
of this region,” Ali said.

“We once again call on Venezuela
to retract from this reckless, adventur-
ous move and to allow international
law and the ruling of the [U.N. court]
to guide our action,” Ali added.

Maduro, for his part, has dis-
missed the jurisdiction of the ICJ.

How this will all play out in com-
ing days and weeks is left to be seen,
but we believe Ali and his government
are on top of things. Indeed, they have
international law on their side and have
so far refused to be reactive, which is
commendable.

We assure President Ali and the
Guyanese people that they also have
the Diaspora on their side, and we will
do whatever it takes to bring a peaceful
resolution to this situation.

Stay the course with a steady
hand, Mr President.

tive conversations, nurturing mutual com-
prehension instead of separation.

Our national motto: “One People, One
Nation, One Destiny,” and our name, “The
Land of Many Waters,” embody our identity.
They are not mere words but reflections of
our diverse yet united existence.

These words guide us to stand together,
undeterred, and resilient, in the face of this
longstanding controversy, upholding our
right to live in harmony and to remain an in-
divisible Guyana. In conclusion, let us unite
in prayer and action for a resolution that ho-
nours our sovereignty and promotes lasting
harmony.

We stand with Guyana, today and al-
ways, championing the cause of peace and
upholding the sanctity of international law
in this complex, tense, and long-standing
controversy. Our unity in these trying times
is our greatest strength, as we navigate this
challenge with resilience and hope for a
peaceful future in our beautiful land.

Yours respectfully,
Haimdat Sawh
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Guyanese in Canada stand in
solidarity with original homeland

GUYANESE turned out in their
numbers at the Windies Restaurant in
Scarboroug on Sunday, to show their pa-
triotism, as the Guyana Consulate held a
“Day of Unity and Patriotism” to sup-
port local efforts to preserve the nation’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

The event coincided with the rally
held at the Guyana National Stadium, 3

where President, Dr Irfaan Ali addressed
a mammoth crowd to affirm the nation’s
position regarding the ongoing border
controversy with Venezuela.

Organised by the One Guyana

Forum, the occasion attracted Guyanese §

from all walks of life who were all in
unison that “Guyana belongs to
Guyanese.”

In brief remarks via Zoom, Minis-
ter of Public Service, Sonia Parag,
thanked the Guyanese at home and
Canada for their outpouring of support
and solidarity.

The minister emphasised that
Guyana will continue to follow a peace-
ful path and that Essequibo will remain
a part of Guyana.

Honorary Consul General Mani
Singh, in an emotional address, related

the old saying: “It matters not where we -

roam, there’s no place like home.”

According to Singh, despite the in-
ternal differences among Guyanese, the
people of Guyana are known for work-
ing together when it comes to defending
the nation in every way.

“We are a resolute people and the
Venezuelans must understand that all of
Guyana belongs to Guyanese. We stand
in solidarity with our brothers back
home. We will defend our country in a
very peaceful way,” he said.

The genesis of the border contro-
versy goes back to the 1899 Arbitral
Award, a landmark decision that delin-
cated the land boundary between British
Guiana (now Guyana) and Venezuela.

Despite the historic arbitration, ten-
sions have persisted, with Venezuela re-

Guyana Consul Mani Singh (centre) with some of the people who turned out at the event at Windies

peatedly challenging the validity of the
award.

In 2018, Guyana took a decisive
step by approaching the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) seeking affirma-
tion of the award’s legitimacy.

Venezuela, taking a defiant stance,
initially claimed that the ICJ lacked ju-
risdiction, a contention flatly rejected by

the World Court in a crucial ruling in
December 2020. The door was thus
opened for the ICJ to delve into the
case’s merits.

Attorney-at-law Selwyn Pieters, in
his remarks, said: “Venezuela accepted
and honoured the border determined by
the 1899 Arbitral Award for more than
half a century.”

In light of Venezuela’s heightened
aggression over its claim to Guyana’s
territory, the Attorney-at-law said: “We
as Guyanese have to stay woke and stay
engaged. This is the time for all
Guyanese to support our government in
its fight against this existential threat
from Venezuela and its President, Nico-
las Maduro.”

Cricket among Wikipedia's top searches for 2023

Remember what you searched for
in 2023? Well, Wikipedia has the re-
ceipts.

English Wikipedia raked in more
than 84 billion views this year, accord-
ing to numbers released Tuesday by
the Wikimedia Foundation, the non-
profit behind the free, publicly edited
online encyclopedia. And the most
popular article was about ChatGPT
(yes, the Al chatbot that's seemingly
everywhere today).

Since its launch just over a year
ago, OpenAl's ChatGPT has skyrock-
eted into the public's consciousness as
the technology makes its way into
schools, health care, law and even reli-
gious sermons. The chatbot has also
contributed to growing debates about
the promise and potential dangers of
generative Al, much of which is docu-

mented on its Wikipedia page.

The second most-read article on
Wikipedia in 2023 was the annual list
of deaths, which sees high traffic year
after year -- taking the .4 and .1 spots
in 2022 and 2021, respectively. Indi-
vidual entries for notable figures who
passed away also garnered significant
interest this year, including pages for
Matthew Perry and Lisa Marie Presley.

Meanwhile, the highly anticipated
2023 Cricket World Cup took third
place -- alongside three other cricket-
related entries in Wikipedia's top 25 ar-
ticles this year, including the Indian
Premier League at .4, marking the first
time cricket content has made the list
since the Wikimedia Foundation
started tracking in 2015.

"Barbenheimer," Taylor Swift and
more also appeared to sway our 2023

internet-reading habits. Here are this
year's top 20 articles on Wikipedia.

1. ChatGPT: 49,490,406
pageviews

2. Deaths in 2023: 42,666,860
pageviews

3. 2023 Cricket World Cup:
38,171,653 pageviews

4. Indian Premier League:
32,012,810 pageviews

5. Oppenheimer (film):
28,348,248 pageviews

6. Cricket World Cup:
25,961,417 pageviews

7.J. Robert Oppenheimer:
25,672,469 pageviews

8. Jawan (film): 21,791,126
pageviews

9. 2023 Indian Premier League:
20,694,974 pageviews

10. Pathaan (film): 19,932,509

pageviews

11. The Last of Us (TV series):
19,791,789 pageviews

12. Taylor Swift, 19,418,385:
pageviews

13. Barbie (film): 18,051,077
pageviews

14. Cristiano Ronaldo:
17,492,537 pageviews

15. Lionel Messi: 16,623,630
pageviews

16. Premier League: 16,604,669
pageviews

17. Matthew Perry: 16,454,666
pageviews

18. United States: 16,240,461
pageviews

19. Elon Musk: 14,370,395
pageviews

20. Avatar: The Way of Water:
14,303,116 pageviews
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US: Guyana, Venezuela border issue
cannot be settled by referendum

HE United States has affirmed that
the border controversy between
Venezuela and Guyana cannot be set-
tled through a popular vote, following
Venezuela’s recent contentious referen-
dum on Guyana’s Essequibo region.

During a press briefing on Mon-
day, Matthew Miller, the spokesperson
for the US Department of State, reiter-
ated the United States’ commitment to
a peaceful resolution of the territorial
controversy between the two South
American nations.

“I will say that we support a
peaceful resolution of the border dis-
pute [controversy| between Venezuela
and Guyana. The 1899 award deter-
mined the land boundary between
Venezuela and Guyana should be re-
spected unless or until the parties come
to a new agreement or a competent
legal body decides otherwise,” Miller
said at the briefing.

Last Friday, the International

PATRIOTISM: Attorney General & Minister of Legal Affairs Hon. Mohabir Anil

Court of Justice (ICJ) issued “binding”
orders on Venezuela to “refrain” from
taking any actions that would threaten
Guyana’s sovereignty over the Esse-
quibo territory.

In the ruling, the court ordered
that, pending the decision of the sub-
stantive case, Venezuela shall refrain
from taking any action that would
modify the situation that currently pre-
vails over the territory, which Guyana
administers and exercises control over.

As an additional measure, the
court also ordered that “both parties re-
frain from any action which might ag-
gravate or extend the dispute
[controversy] before the court or make
it more difficult to resolve.”

Guyana had approached the World
Court seeking the preservation and pro-
tection of its right to the territory
awarded to it by way of the 1899
Award, pending the court’s determina-
tion of the validity of that Award.

_

Nandlall S.C M.P is pictured speaking at Day of Prayers, Reflection & Patriot-
ism - Diaspora Engagement in Queens, New York & Update on the Guyana -
Venezuela Controversy. Ambassadors, Mr Sam Hinds, Mrs Carolyn Ro-

drigues & Mr Carl Greenidge, also spoke.
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Spokesperson for the U.S. Department of State, Matthew Miller

The ICJ president pointed out in
the ruling that the court, in its 2020
judgement, had said that a land bound-
ary controversy exists between the two
parties.

The World Court pointed out that
it observed that the territory which
forms the object of that controversy
was awarded to British Guiana in the
1899 Award. The Court also reaffirmed
that it has jurisdiction to hear the sub-
stantive case.

Despite mounting calls for the
Venezuelan administration to abide by
international law, the Spanish-speaking
country continued full speed ahead
with its referendum on December 3.

In response, Miller urged both
Venezuela and Guyana to continue
seeking a peaceful resolution.

“We would urge Venezuela and
Guyana to continue to seek a peaceful
resolution of their dispute. This is not
something that will be settled by a ref-
erendum,” Miller said.

The genesis of the controversy
dates back to the 1899 Arbitral Award,
a landmark decision that delineated the

land boundary between then British
Guiana (now Guyana) and Venezuela.

Despite historical arbitration, ten-
sions persisted, leading Guyana to ap-
proach the ICJ in 2018, seeking
affirmation of the award’s legitimacy.

The ICJ’s provisional measures
are binding on the parties involved.
Under the UN Charter, all states are
solemnly bound to comply with the
court’s orders, which can be enforced
by the UN Security Council.

The substantive case, which high-
lights the historical context and the
1899 Arbitral Award, remains before
the World Court.

Guyana has reached out to the in-
ternational community to call attention
to Venezuela’s actions that are com-
pletely outside the norm of the Rule of
Law, and which present a real threat to
the peace and security of the Latin
American and Caribbean Region.

Guyana enjoys the full, principled
and unequivocal support of CARI-
COM, the Commonwealth and other
partners from around the world.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

GIIQLIIIP OF GO

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |

t Guyana

226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421

"

PA[HIES

Irs




EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY DECEMBER 7 2023

89% of Venezuelans turn back on
Maduro’s referendum - BBC

Venezuelans who turned out to
vote in a referendum on the status of the
oil-rich Essequibo have overwhelm-
ingly backed Venezuela’s territorial
claim, but the opposition in that oil-rich
country has poured cold water on the
exercise- estimating that about two mil-
lion people voted out of a total of 20.7M
eligible voters.

More than 95% approved estab-
lishing a new Venezuelan state in the
territory known as Essequibo, officials
said, according to the BBC. Guyana,
and British Guiana before it, have ad-
ministered Essequibo for over a century.
The referendum has ratcheted up ten-
sions between the two neighbours.

Critics of the Venezuelan president,
Nicolas Maduro, say he called the non-
binding referendum to whip up nation-
alist fervour and distract from calls for
free and fair elections to be held. Presi-
dent Maduro, who has been in power
since 2013, had urged people to turn out
en masse and vote “five times ‘yes’” to
the five questions his government had
posed on the status of Essequibo.

Venezuelan President, Nicolas
Maduro described the result as a great
victory but critics have queried the turn-
out

The 159,500-sq-km  (61,600-
square-mile) region makes up two thirds
of the total of the land currently con-
trolled by Guyana. Venezuela has long
maintained that a decision taken in 1899
by an international arbitral tribunal to
award it to Britain, the colonial power
which at the time ruled over Guyana,
was unfair. The matter is currently be-
fore the International Court of Justice,
although Venezuela has disputed the in-
ternational court’s authority to rule on
the matter. In the referendum, the
Venezuelan government asked voters to
back its stance on the controversy. The
most controversial question was the
fifth, which asked Venezuelans if they
agreed with “the creation of the
Guayana Esequiba state” and its “incor-
poration into the map of Venezuelan ter-
ritory”.

Electoral officials said 95.9% of
voters cast a “yes” vote to that question.
Guyana has denounced the proposal as
an attempt at annexation and President
Irfaan Ali has accused his Venezuelan
counterpart of fomenting conflict by
calling for the referendum. President
Maduro hailed the results as “an over-
whelming victory”. “We have taken the
first steps of a new historic stage in the
struggle for what belongs to us, to re-
cover what the liberators left us,” he
said.

The overwhelming support shown
by voters had been widely expected as
Venezuela’s claim of sovereignty over
Essequibo has very broad support in the
country. This is reflected in the fact that
there was no campaign for a “no” vote.
What analysts were keen to see was how

'\

President Nicolas Maduro saw only 2 million voters out of 20 million vote in referendum

many people would follow the govern-
ment’s call to turn out. Elvis Amoroso,
the head of the National Electoral Coun-
cil and a close ally of President Maduro,
said that 10.5M votes had been cast —
something he described as “historic” in
the country of 20.7M eligible voters.
What Mr. Amoroso did not say was
how many voters took part in the refer-
endum, a detail opposition politicians
seized on. Henrique Capriles, who lost
to Mr. Maduro in the 2013 presidential
election, suggested that considering that
voters were asked to respond to five

questions, the 10.5M votes only equated
to two million voters.

Opposition media also reported
that polling stations had been very quiet
throughout the day, casting doubt on the
claims of the government that turn-out
had been high. The referendum came at
a time of heightened tension between
Guyana and Venezuela after the 2015
discovery of oil in the waters off Esse-
quibo’s coast by US oil giant ExxonMo-
bil. Tensions increased further in
September this year, when Guyana held
an auction at which oil companies bid

for exploration licences in Essequibo
waters. Guyanese citizens formed
human chains on Sunday to show their
support for Essequibo remaining under
the control of their government.
Guyana’s president reassured them in an
address broadcast on Facebook, saying
that “there is nothing to fear” and that
his government would defend the coun-
try’s borders. The International Court of
Justice has warned Venezuela not to
take any action that may alter the status
quo in Essequibo.

sounding failure”.

Emphasising this was Vice President Bharrat
Jagdeo, during a live interview in Dubai, with BBC
News on Monday. The former Head of State told the
British news agency that while the world was expectant
of a “yes vote” on the referendum, it turned out to be a
failure, since the Nicolas Maduro-led government hardly
saw the participation of its people. “We believe it is a re-
sounding failure for the Maduro government considering
only half of the total eligible voters turned out, and then,
of the half that turned out, not 100 percent voted in

Referendum a failure: Jagdeo

The Government of Guyana (GoG) believes that the
consultative referendum held by the Venezuelan govern-
ment on December 3, 2023, which seeks to annex this
nation’s Essequibo region was nothing short of a “re-

nation.

favour of a yes vote, so less than half of the eligible vot-
ers voted in favour of the issues, the questions posed
there,” the VP reasoned.

Guyana had approached the World Court last month
seeking protective orders that would effectively halt parts
of the vote, aimed at paving the way for Venezuela to
annex the Essequibo region. The International Court of
Justice (ICJ) on Friday ordered Venezuela not to take any
action that would alter Guyana’s control over its Esse-
quibo region, but did not specifically ban Venezuela from
holding its referendum. Jagdeo in his comments to the
BBC told viewers that the move by the Venezuelan Presi-
dent was a distraction to the problems that grapple that
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Guyana’s Ali receives Barbados’
highest national award

RECOGNISED for his leadership
in regional cooperation, Guyana’s Pres-
ident, Dr. Irfaan Ali was conferred with
Barbados’ highest honour, the Order of
Freedom of Barbados.

The Guyanese of Head-of-State is
among several honorees who will re-
ceive the island’s highest national award
in celebration of its independence.

He is being recognised for his
“strong commitment to enhanced coop-
eration and collaboration to achieve re-
gional integration and to foster deeper
social and economic partnerships, par-
ticularly in relation to food and nutrition
security and for the upliftment of the
people of Barbados and the region.”

Since assuming presidential office
back in 2020, President Ali has been a
bold voice in championing enhanced
collaboration among Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM) nations.

President Ali is lead Head of Gov-
ernment with responsibility for Agricul-
ture in CARICOM and over the past

Guyana’s Irfaan Ali with Barbados’ Mia Mottley

three years, President Ali has established food-import bill. While the award is
several strategies to increase food pro- mostly given to Barbadians, it can be
duction and reduce the region’s hefty given to a distinguished person who is

not a citizen of Barbados. Rwanda’s
President Paul Kagame, is also among
the list of Independence Day honorees.

US SouthCom sets up field hospital in Guyana

PRIME Minister, Brigadier
(Ret’d) Mark Phillips, who is perform-
ing the functions of President, attended
a handing over ceremony of a
US$1.124 million deployable multi-
purpose field hospital, facilitated
through the United States Govern-
ment-Southern Command (US-
SOUTHCOM) to the Civil Defence
Commission (CDC), on Thursday, at
Playfield, Base Camp Ayanganna.

In his remarks, the Acting Head
of State expressed the Government of
Guyana’s appreciation for the dona-
tion, which he described as a form of
continued support in the area of secu-
rity cooperation with the aim to boost
resilience of disaster preparedness.

He acknowledged the invaluable
role of SOUTHCOM in identifying
and addressing the capability gaps in
humanitarian assistance and disaster
management, particularly after hosting
the recent TRADEWINDS exercise.

“This is not just about disaster,
this is about contributing to the devel-
opment of Guyana. Our deepest appre-
ciation to SOUTHCOM and to the
Government and people of the United
States of America for this donation,
and for being with us as we continue
on this path of security cooperation
that will only lead to the improvement
of the lives and livelihood of the peo-
ple of Guyana,” the Prime Minister
said.

The present commander of
SOUTHCOM, General Richardson,
was also commended for the ongoing
engagement and dedication in deliver-
ing on identified needs to bridge capa-
bility gaps in Guyana, citing previous
collaborations such as the Emergency
Operations Centre (EOC) at Base
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over ceremony of a US$1.124 million deployable multi-purpose field hospital

Camp Stevenson, a DRM facility in
Region Nine and the expected estab-
lishment of a EOC/Warehouse com-
plex at Mahdia in Region Eight.

Highlighting the importance of
the field hospital, Prime Minister
Phillips who holds responsibility for
disaster management in Guyana, out-
lined the donations’ role in advancing
Guyana’s implementation of the
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Man-
agement Agency (CDEMA) strategy.

“This facility here will help us to
greatly advance in our implementation
of comprehensive disaster manage-
ment in Guyana, making us more ef-
fective and more able to bring relief to
the people.”

During the handing over cere-
mony, US Ambassador to Guyana,

Nicole D. Theriot said: “As Guyana
works to improve its emergency disas-
ter response in the near and long-term,
the United States government is com-
mitted to supporting the people of

Guyana and to strengthening our part-
nership”.

The handing-over ceremony also
featured an incident simulation exer-
cise.
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Climate objectives will only be
achieved through realistic solutions

ALTHOUGH discussions on cli-
mate change have been happening for
decades, practical solutions to address
the challenges brought on by the phe-
nomena have been lacking and its only
through realistic solutions can global tar-
gets be achieved, President, Dr. Irfaan
Ali has said.

The Guyanese Head-of-State in his
address to world leaders at this year’s
28th Conference of Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (COP28) in Dubai on Fri-
day, said that for far too long the climate
debate has been dominated by the past.

“I did not come here to restate the
climate challenges the world faces. In-
stead, [ want to urge us all to reflect on
how we can meet these challenges.

“We need to recognise that climate
action cannot be to the detriment of the
world’s developing countries and poor-
est people,” President Ali added.

Some 170 world leaders are attend-
ing this year’s COP in Dubai to solidify
strategies to meet the goals of the Paris
Agreement, an international treaty
which covers climate change mitigation,
adaptation, and finance.

“COP 28 will not achieve the de-
sired objectives of definitively putting
our planet on a net zero trajectory, if we
continue to address this matter in a doc-

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali with other leaders at COP28

trinarian way, ignoring the current real-
ities,” he said.

Ultimately, the goal of leaders and
other stakeholders at COP is to establish
definitive solutions which will see the
amount of greenhouse gases (GHGs) re-
leased into the earth’s atmosphere being

balanced by the amount removed; this is
what is commonly referred to as net
Zero.

To reduce the amount of carbon in
the atmosphere, many things are needed.
These include switching to energy
sources or materials that emit less car-

bon, often from high carbon-emitting
fossil fuels and by counteracting any
carbon that is emitted.

President Ali posited that a clear
balance is what needs to be established.

“I believe that net zero by 2050 as
a target can only be achieved by a com-
bination of measures that include,” Dr.
Ali said.

He added: “A reduction in the fossil
fuel production and the removal of large
polluters out of the supply chain.”

The Guyanese Head of State be-
lieves through measures, leaders can
confront climate change, energy and
food crises to achieve sustainable goals.

Thus leaders must debate on estab-
lishing just, orderly and affordable solu-
tions to transition away from excessive
fossil fuel and make climate finance ac-
cessible for the developing world.

“If the debate at COP 28 is framed
by two camps: One calling for no cuts in
fossil fuel production, including the
most polluting form such as coal, and
the other saying that the only solution to
net zero is an end to fossil fuel produc-
tion, then we will fail once again to
achieve a viable outcome, and not to
give our world the energy it needs to
grow and prosper,” President Ali told
world leaders.
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Guyana could earn billions by
protecting forests: Jagdeo

MAINTAINING that forests are
central to tackling climate change and
must be coupled with robust efforts
and not just philanthropy, Vice Presi-
dent, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo, on Saturday
said Guyana could earn, at a mini-
mum, US$2.5 billion more in the next
10 years.

Guyana recently earned US$750
million for protecting its forest, ac-
cording to Dr Jagdeo, who was speak-
ing at the World Climate Action
Summit in Dubai under the theme
“Protecting Nature for Climate, Lives,
and Livelihoods.”

He shared the stage with the Pres-
idents of Indonesia and Ghana and
also speaking at the event were Brazil-
ian President Lula Da Silva and
French President Emmanuel Macron,
among others.

After listing the four elements
that are vital in preserving all forests,
Dr Jagdeo highlighted the strides that
Guyana has been making such as the
integration of forests into a national
development strategy, making Indige-
nous people and those who live in the
forests apart of the solution to climate
change and identifying a revenue
stream for an alternate use of the
forests.

He said: “... In Guyana’s case,
we’ve been [keeping] our forests in-
tact; 86 per cent of the country is cov-
ered with forests. We have one of the
lowest deforestation rates,” adding that
the government has recently been able
to certify the entire forests certified at
the jurisdictional scale through the Ar-
chitecture for REDD+ Transactions
(ART).

The Vice President also outlined

i

Guyana Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo and President of Brazil, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva

that implementation of the national
carbon-credits programme, which is
already seeing rapid implementation at
the village level.

In February 2023, Amerindian
communities received the first alloca-
tion from the sale of carbon credits in
their dedicated village bank accounts.
Subsequent to this, villages identified
priority areas of investments in village
plans that were developed by the vil-
lages themselves.

Dr. Jagdeo also highlighted that
capacity is being developed to effec-
tively manage projects that are being
provided by supporting leaders with
the task of developing their communi-

ties and providing them with the tools
necessary to assure sustainability and

effective management of their projects.

He also outlined how the funds
would be allocated, explaining that 15
per cent of the total would go towards
Amerindian villages and communities
and that the remaining 85 per cent
would be used mainly for efforts to
adapt to climate change.

The world’s first TREES credits
were notably awarded to Guyana by
the ART in December 2022. It was the
first time a nation had received carbon
credits created especially for the vol-
untary and compliant carbon markets
for effectively preventing the loss and

degradation of forests, a procedure
known as jurisdictional REDD+,
which was a significant milestone.

Guyana received 33.47 million
TREES credits from ART for the five-
year period between 2016 and 2020
after the Board of Directors of ART
approved the project and concluded an
independent evaluation and verifica-
tion process. This made it possible for
Hess Corporation and the Guyana gov-
ernment to reach a historic deal in
which the oil giants decided to buy
one-third of all Guyana’s credits—
both issued and projected—up until
2030.

Caricom committed to fight against AIDS

OFFICIALS from the Secretariat
of the Caribbean Community (CARI-
COM) Headquarters in Turkeyen,
Georgetown, have acknowledged the
importance of civil society and local
communities in delivering HIV services
and information, such as testing, pre-
vention, and treatment, throughout
Latin America and the Caribbean on
World AIDS Day.

The Deputy Secretary-General of
CARICOM, Dr. Armstrong Alexis,
stated in his remarks on Friday at the or-
ganisation’s headquarters that the sig-
nificance of this year’s theme, “Let
Communities Lead,” lies in its empha-
sis on the importance of community in-
volvement in improving the lives of
AlIDS-affected individuals.

“The 2023 observance of World
AIDS Day is happening at the critical
junction of public health within our re-
gion. We have seen our communities,
particularly civil society, play an inte-
gral role in the response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Many lives were saved,
thanks to the effort of our national
AIDS programmes, which strategically
collaborated with community-based or-

ganisations and groups to reach the
most vulnerable with lifesaving HIV
medications during the mandated
COVID-19 lockdowns,” Dr. Armstrong
explained.

He continued, “From this experi-
ence, our region now has several best
practices that could be applied to other
public health initiatives, but the key to
this approach is the central involvement
of communities; hence, the theme for
this year’s World AIDS Day could not
have been more appropriate. Civil soci-
ety has worked hand in hand with the
Ministry of Public Health and the na-
tional AIDS programme to ensure that
vulnerable populations receive HIV
prevention, treatment, and care, and
most recently to ensure the continuum
of care during the pandemic.”

Dr. Armstrong further added that
the mantra of ‘leaving no one behind’
actively described a strategic approach
to the region’s HIV response, which is
characterised by the unique relationship
that is formed between the government
and civil society organisations, along
with other peers in the field.

“Today we can proudly we can

Dr Armstrong Alexis

proudly reflect on the progress made
because of the successful collaboration
and the tremendous work done by our
civil society partners,” he added.

Meanwhile, the representative
from the Caribbean Regional Network
of People Living with HIV and AIDS
(CRN+), Jason Shepherd, also encour-
aged the community to play their part
in eradicating the stigma that is attached
to HIV and AIDS.

According to him, “It is an emo-

tional day to remember all those impor-
tant people who we have lost and to re-
flect on the valuable contributions they
made along the journey. It is also a day
to think about actions, to act, and to talk
about the important work that still needs
to be done in our communities.”
Finally, according to the Pan
America Health Organisation (PAHO),
in order to achieve an undetectable viral
load and break the chain of transmis-
sion, communities must be given the
tools they need to create their own plans
and reach the people who need them the
most with education, HIV self-testing,
antiretrovirals as a preventive measure
(known as PrEP), and treatment.
According to them, “We are on the
home stretch when it comes to ending
AIDS as a public health challenge, but
we will only achieve this goal if we em-
power the most affected communities
that are being left behind,” Luisa Cabal,
Regional Director of UNAIDS for Latin
America and the Caribbean, said.
“Community leadership is essential in
all HIV plans and programmes, which
must also have financing and protective
regulations for their operation.”
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Diaspora assured that Guyana has
International support in border spat

GUYANA'’S Permanent Represen-
tative to the United Nations (UN), Am-
bassador Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett
and Attorney-General, Anil Nandlall,
S.C., have reassured the Guyanese di-
aspora of global support in the face of
Venezuela’s controversial referendum.

The officials were at the time
speaking at a diaspora engagement in
Richmond Hill, Queens, New York, on
Sunday, while Venezuelan voters went
to the polls to cast ballots on five ques-
tions, one of which seeks to annex
Guyana’s resource-rich Essequibo re-
gion.

The International Court of Justice
(ICJ) on Friday issued “binding” orders
on Venezuela to “refrain” from taking
any action that would threaten
Guyana’s sovereignty over the Esse-
quibo territory.

Expressing understanding for the
concerns of those with relatives back
home, Rodrigues-Birkett stated,
“Guyana is not alone.”

“I know that some of you are wor-
ried if not uneasy because you have rel-
atives back home and what will happen
if this referendum is passed today. But
let me say this to you, have no fear,”
she told the audience.

She underscored the significant
backing from regional and international
allies, including CARICOM, the Com-
monwealth, and numerous peace-lov-
ing nations.

Highlighting the collective stance
for international law, she affirmed that
Guyana has widespread support and
urged citizens not to worry about the
potential outcomes of the referendum.

Addressing the economic chal-
lenges faced by Venezuela, Rodrigues-
Birkett emphasised that despite its
difficulties, the country would not be
permitted to violate international law.

She assured the Guyanese dias-
pora that the government is committed
to protecting the nation’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity. This commit-
ment, she said, holds steadfast even as
Guyana awaits the final judgment of the
court.

The ambassador highlighted the
unity among Guyanese people across

various spectrums, including race, reli- |

gion, politics, and regions.

Despite occasional differences,
she stressed that Guyanese are united in
their conviction that Essequibo belongs
to Guyana.

Rodrigues-Birkett also empha-
sised the unchanging nature of Guyana,
regardless of the outcome of the refer-
endum, adding, “Guyana’s size, shape,
or shine will not change. We will de-
fend our Essequibo.”

Throughout her address, the am-
bassador reiterated the government’s
dedication to defending Essequibo and
the collective determination of the

Guyanese people.

Meanwhile, Nandlall said that
government remains unwavering to its
commitment until this matter is put to
rest and urged the Guyanese not to
WOTrTY.

“Guyanese are worried and are ap-
prehensive across the globe...because
Guyana is facing what is described as
an existential threat. It is facing the
most fundamental challenge that it has
ever faced from its birth as an inde-
pendent nation on the 26th of May
1966,” the Minister of Legal Affairs

said. Guyana Attorney General Anil Nandlall
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Guyana to champion action on sustainable
biodiversity for Commonwealth

GUYANA will champion the Com-
monwealth Living Lands Action Group
on sustainable green cover and biodiver-
sity, committing itself to lead coordi-
nated efforts across the 56
Commonwealth member countries.

The announcement comes after a
Commonwealth event in Dubai on De-
cember 3, 2023, during the United Na-
tions Climate Change Conference
(COP28).

During the event, the Common-
wealth Secretariat launched a new im-
plementation framework to facilitate
coordinated action among the 56 Com-
monwealth countries on land, biodiver-
sity and climate challenges, directly
impacting a quarter of the world’s land
area.

The launch comes after extensive
consultations with Commonwealth
countries since the adoption of the Liv-
ing Lands Charter last year.

Speakers, including Prime Minister
Robert Abela of Malta and Ibrahim
Thiaw, Executive Secretary of the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD), expressed
their support for the framework during
the event.

Speaking at the event, Prime Min-
ister Abela said: “The world is experi-
encing a planetary crisis, addressing

climate change, protecting biodiversity,
and nurturing ecological restoration of
our land has become an urgent priority
for all Commonwealth members.

“We are here to renew our commit-
ment to work together towards the same
through the Living Lands Charter. We
hope that our experience inspires Com-
monwealth countries facing similar
tough challenges.”

The Commonwealth Secretary-
General, the Rt. Hon. Patricia Scotland
KC, said: “Our Commonwealth encom-
passes a quarter of the world’s land area
and is home to a third of the world’s
mega-biodiverse countries. More than
400 endemic species are found in our
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Guyana will champion the Commonwealth Living Green Lands Group

small island states.

“The impact of climate change is
increasingly severe across our countries.
Food insecurity is increasing. Soil is de-
pleting. The sheer scale of these chal-
lenges compels us to lead with bold
action.”

She added: “With this implementa-
tion framework, we are taking a giant
leap forward. It will leverage the com-
bined strength of the Commonwealth
through thematic action working groups
— learning from each other and spurring
one another on towards systems change
and a better future for all.”

The framework takes a system-
wide approach towards implementing

the Living Lands Charter through five
thematic action areas: climate-resilient
agriculture for food security; soil and
water conservation; sustainable green
cover and biodiversity; carbon neutral
and climate-resilient livestock rearing
and animal husbandry; and indigenous
and local people for climate-resilient de-
velopment.

Countries have stepped forward to
lead on priority areas of action: Guyana
will champion action on sustainable
green cover and biodiversity; Kenya will
lead action on climate-resilient agricul-
ture for food security; and Malta will
spearhead the conservation of soil and
water.

Within each thematic area, the
Commonwealth will offer extensive sup-
port to countries to achieve their com-
mitments.

This support entails mobilising re-
sources for implementation, conducting
analyses for policymaking, facilitating
institutional governance, offering capac-
ity-building assistance, and generating
knowledge for member countries.

The implementation framework has
been developed in response to a mandate
from the Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting (CHOGM) in June
2022.

ASTROLOGER, PSYCHIC
& FORTUNE TELLER

WORLD FAMOUS INDIAN ASTROLOGER 5
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A sea of unity witnessed across
Guyana in response to Venezuela

GUYANESE stood together in a
peaceful but strong display of unity last
week, as the nation reaffirmed its posi-
tion in the ongoing border controversy
with Venezuela.

The display of national unity un-
folded across the country leading up to
the December 3 Venezuelan referendum
on Guyana’s Essequibo.

While the Government of
Venezuela conducted its referendum
which included questions that threaten
Guyana’s territorial integrity, Guyanese
maintained the position of peace and
commitment to the Rule of Law but
stood together to debunk Venezuela’s
unfounded actions.

In Region Two, the Anna Regina
car park became a symbol of tranquility
and optimism, with religious leaders of-
fering prayers and President, Dr. Mo-
hamed Irfaan Ali delivering a passionate
speech. Against a backdrop of a faint
drizzles, President Ali reassured the na-
tion of its firm commitment to the Rule
of Law, emphasising the collective
strength of the Guyanese people.

“We are all together under the one
banner of humanity, and we are all to-
gether under the one banner of
Guyanese. Whether we are from Esse-
quibo, Berbice, or Demerara, we are ce-
mented together under that one beautiful
concept that we are Guyanese,” Presi-
dent Ali said.

The President highlighted the re-
silience of Guyanese, expressing confi-
dence that the nation would face and
overcome any challenges.

“Essequibo belongs to Guyana, and
it belongs to every single Guyanese,” he
asserted, emphasising the nation’s foun-
dation of truth, honour, and dignity.

Minister of Public Works, Bishop
Juan Edghill, echoed sentiments of na-
tional pride and unity, emphasising the
peaceful display of patriotism.

He reassured the populace, stating,
“We may have our differences, but at the
end of the day, we are One People, One
Nation, and One Destiny, and we will al-
ways be proud of that.”

Regional leaders across the country
echoed similar sentiments, commending
the bravery and commitment displayed
by citizens.

Regional Chairman of Region One,
Brentol Ashley, described the events as
a “tremendous success” and emphasised
the unity that prevailed throughout the
region.

He said, “Our people displayed a
true sense of bravery and commitment
towards defending their nation, and we
saw how patriotic they were. It was a
calm and beautiful day, filled with love

and unity, and we intend to keep it that
way, with our president’s leadership and
our people standing with him.”

The unity displayed last week re-
flects a collective spirit of patriotism and
resilience among the Guyanese people in
the face of external challenges.

The International Court of Justice
(ICJ), on Friday, ordered that pending
the decision of the substantive case re-
garding the validity of the 1899 Arbitral
Award, Venezuela shall refrain from tak-
ing any action that would modify the sit-
uation that currently prevails over the
territory in dispute, which Guyana ad-
ministers and exercises control over.

The Circle of Unity formed in Region One on December 3

OGDEN

Funerar HoMmes

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden’s always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningful and fit comfortably within your budget. Just some
of the ways that we as a family care for yours.

Family owned and operated since 1948.

4164 Sheppard Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M1S 1T3

www.ogdenfuneralhome.com
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IMF: Guyana economy triples in size
since 2019, grows 62.3 percent

THE International Monetary Fund
(IMF), in its 2023 Article IV Consulta-
tion report published on Monday has
commended the Government of Guyana
for its economic management, including
the implementation of policies and ini-
tiatives geared at transforming
Guyana’s economy.

The findings were published fol-
lowing an official IMF mission visit to
Guyana in September. The IMF, in its
findings, has highlighted that Guyana’s
real GDP is expected to continue to
grow rapidly, adding that Guyana
achieved the highest real GDP growth
in the world in 2022 — 62.3 per cent.

The Guyanese economy has tripled
in size since the start of oil extraction
(end-2019), from one of the lowest GDP
per capita in Latin America and the
Caribbean in the early nineties.

It is estimated that Guyana’s econ-
omy should record a 38.4 per cent real
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth
rate this year, while the country’s
growth should continue with an expan-
sion of an expected 26.6 per cent in
2024.

Oil production is growing, with a
third oil field — Payara — coming online,
and growth in the non-oil sector is sup-
ported by the implementation of a fast-
paced public investment programme
focused on providing transportation,
housing, and flood management infra-
structure, and raising human capital.
Moreover, spinoffs from oil and con-
struction are supporting growth in the
services and supplies sectors.

Meanwhile, in relation to inflation-
ary pressures, the IMF noted that the
government introduced a suite of meas-
ures in 2022 and 2023, which has con-
tributed to a decline in the inflation rate
in 2023. The external current account
recorded a large surplus in 2022, of 23.8
per cent of GDP, and another large sur-
plus is expected in 2023. The IMF re-
ported, too, that banks in Guyana are
well capitalised, and continue to im-
prove their loan portfolios.

Guyana is poised for continued
rapid expansion, with on average
growth of 20 per cent per year during
2024-28. IMF projects that non-oil GDP
growth will be sustained at 5.5 per cent,
as the government continues its plans to
address the country’s developmental
needs.

Recently, at the IMF and World
Bank Annual 2023 Meetings in Mar-
rakesh, Morocco, Senior Finance Min-
ister Dr. Ashni Singh said: “[The
government] is using this period to
make the strategic investments that are
necessary to ensure that in the medium
to longer term Guyana is not an econ-
omy that is solely dependent on oil. We
want to make sure that we have a grow-
ing, globally competitive non-oil econ-
omy so we are using this period to
invest in things like infrastructure to im-
prove connectivity with our neighbours,
increase the economic space in which
we are operating, and therefore lay the

Guyana's economy has tripled since 2019; highest real GDP growth in the world

foundation for more trade’.

Guyana’s favourable outlook, IMF
notes, is accompanied by upside and
downside risks. On the upside, addi-
tional oil discoveries would continue to
improve growth prospects.

Growth in the construction sector,
alongside strong public investment
could support higher than expected
short-term non-oil growth but may also
lead to inflationary pressures and the
appreciation of the real exchange rate.
Furthermore, the IMF highlighted that
adverse climate shocks, and volatile
commodity prices have the potential to
negatively impact the economy.

The IMF reported that Govern-
ment’s current expansionary fiscal pol-
icy stance is appropriate, given the
country’s development needs and is ap-
propriately balanced by monetary pol-
icy.

The IMF commended Govern-
ment’s commitment to fiscal discipline,
which allows for a balanced growth
path, with the moderation of fiscal im-
pulses over the medium-term projected
to achieve a zero overall fiscal balance
by 2028. This will allow for an expan-
sion of the economy without creating
macroeconomic imbalances.

At the meetings in Marrakesh, Dr.
Singh had explained that “we come
from a time when Guyana was once one
of the most heavily indebted poor coun-
tries in the world. There was a time
when Guyana’s debt to GDP ratio was
more than 600 percent and it took hard
work to get us from where we were as a
Heavily Indebted Poor Country (HIPC)
with debt to GDP exceeding 600 per-

cent and debt service to revenue exceed-
ing 100 percent to bring us to a point
where our debt to GDP ratio was about
60 percent and that is before we started
producing oil”.

The NRF Act, amended in 2021,
enhanced transparency and accountabil-
ity of the use of oil revenues. The IMF
highlighted that governance of the NRF
was strengthened in 2022 with the ap-
pointment of three critical bodies: the
NRF Board of Directors, the Public Ac-
countability and Oversight Committee,
and the Investment Committee. The
year 2022 was also the first year that oil
revenues were transferred from the NRF
to the national budget. In addition, no-
tification of all receipts is published.
This process continued in 2023.

The Government also made
progress in implementing the recom-
mendations of the 2019 Extractive In-
dustries Transparency Initiative (EITI).

The IMF noted that the Petroleum
(Exploration and Production) Act was
modernised and approved by parliament
in August 2023, improving the regula-
tion of exploration and production of
oil, and further paves the way for devel-
oping the oil and gas industry. Further,
a new Production Sharing Agreement
(PSA) has been designed, which will in-
crease the government’s share of oil
profits.

The IMF highlighted that Guyana
has made significant progress on cli-
mate actions, with Guyana becoming a
world leader in forest conservation and
supporting global climate change miti-
gation.

The Government of Guyana suc-

cessfully reestablished the Low-Carbon
Development Strategy (LCDS), com-
bining the utilisation of natural re-
sources in a sustainable manner to
combat climate change with the moneti-
sation of these efforts.

In 2022, after being awarded the
first jurisdiction scale certification of
carbon credits, Guyana sold 37.5 mil-
lion carbon credits for US$750 million,
to be paid during 2022-2032 (a third of
the credits Guyana will receive over
2016-30), one of the largest transactions
in the world. The LCDS allows for the
utilisation of these funds for flood man-
agement, diversification of the energy
matrix, and the provision of resources
for Amerindian communities.

The IMF supports the Govern-
ment’s enhancement of the LCDS to
LCDS 2030, launched in July 2022,
which expands the focus of nature con-
servation to include biodiversity conser-
vation, watershed management, and the
ocean economy, both for protection and
by receiving payments for these efforts.

The Government of Guyana’s in-
tention is to continue to manage the
economy in a prudent, sustainable man-
ner to continue the success through
among other approaches, creating a suc-
cessful diversified non-oil economy.

IMF Article IV missions are under-
taken as part of regular (usually annual)
consultations under Article IV of the
IMF’s Articles of Agreement, in the
context of a request to use IMF re-
sources, as part of discussions of staff
monitored programs, or as part of other
staff monitoring of economic develop-
ments.
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Guyana's ‘foremost’ diplomat
Rudy Insanally dead at 87

Former Minister of Foreign Affairs
Dr Samuel Rudolph Insanally passed
away on November 27. He was 87 years
old.

President Irfaan Ali in confirming
his death last evening described him as
“one of Guyana’s foremost diplomats
and a distinguished international states-
man.

“Dr Insanally’s diplomatic acumen
and leadership have earned him, de-
servedly, the gratitude of our nation. As
Guyana’s Minister of Foreign Affairs
from 2001 to 2008, Dr Insanally ad-
vanced Guyana’s national interest on the
international stage. His was a life dedi-
cated to diplomacy and particularly for
advocating the cause of small states,” the
President said in his statement.

He recalled that the United Nations
was Insanally’s second home. Known
better as Dr Rudy Insanally, President Ali
recalled that he had the honour of serving
as the President of the United Nations
General Assembly and was for many
years Guyana’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the world’s foremost multilateral
institution.

“These and his tireless exertions in
numerous other ambassadorial positions
distinguish him as a diplomat par excel-
lence,” the Head of State said.

In 2017, Insanally launched his
third book The Guyanese Culture — Fu-
sion or Diffusion? In the 20 chapters and
200 pages he traced the evolution of
Guyanese culture from the days of colo-
nialism and slavery to the present time
and examined the harm done by slavery
and indentureship to our nation’s psyche,
highlighting the way in which the colo-
nial policy of ‘divide and rule’ was used
to gain support from the two main ethnic
groups: African and Indian Guyanese.

In the book, he cited the past 50
years of sovereignty marred by social in-
stability and violence and concluded that
the possibility of any further cultural in-
tegration appeared remote unless “the
ghosts of slavery and indentureship are
exorcised from the society.”

Writing in a letter in Stabroek News
in August of last year, E B John chroni-
cled that Insanally was educated at
Queen’s College, Guyana; the University
College of the West Indies, London; the
University of Paris and the University of
Brussels. His main areas of study were
Modern Languages and International Re-
lations. He was also the recipient of Fel-
lowships in diplomacy granted by the
United Nations and the Government of
Canada. He subsequently taught French
and Spanish at Kingston College, Ja-
maica; Queen’s College, Guyana and at
the University of Guyana before starting
his diplomatic career.

Insanally served as counsellor at the
Guyana Embassy in Washington, USA
from 1966 to 1969. In 1970, he was ap-
pointed Chargé D’affaires in Caracas,
Venezuela. In 1972, he was transferred to

Dr Insnally addressing the National Assembly during his time as Minister of Foreign Affairs

the Permanent Mission of Guyana to the
United ‘Nations as Deputy Permanent
representative.” He was involved in ne-
gotiations for the Second Development
Decade Strategy. From 1972 to 1978, he
was ambassador to Venezuela, with con-
current accreditation to Colombia,
Ecuador and Peru. In 1978, he was
posted as Permanent Representative to
the European Economic Community in
Brussels. Elected Chairman of the Sugar
Sub-Committee of the ACP-EEC nego-

tiations on several occasions, he was
later Chairman of the Trade Sub-Com-
mittee for the negotiation of a protocol to
provide for the enlargement of the com-
munity. He was also appointed ‘special
rapporteur’ for the Joint ACP-EEC As-
sembly on the implementation of the
Lomé Convention.

In 1993, according to John, In-
sanally was elected President of the 48th
Session of the United Nations General
Assembly, became chairman of the

Group of 77 and chairman of the
Preparatory Committee for the South
Summit. From 1994 to 2001, he served
as Chancellor of the University of
Guyana and as Guyana’s Minister of For-
eign Affairs from 2001 to 2008. Subse-
quently, he was appointed an Advisor to
the President on Foreign Affairs. He was
the recipient of the Golden Arrow of
Achievement (1986), the Cacique Crown
of Honour (1980) and the Order of Ro-
raima (1995).

dwelling, concrete yard.

Home for sale:

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice.

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toi-
lets, central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water
filter, automatic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new
perkins generator no blackouts ready to move in and start

For more information contact via WhatsApp:
+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813
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Rashmika Mandanna had described a viral deepfake video of herself as "extremely scary"

Indian actress warns about deep-

fake videos after she’s a victim

Indian actress Rashmika Mandanna, who was
recently targeted with a deepfake video, has urged
people to not share such material.

She particularly urged young women to speak
up if somebody bullied them with such material.

Ms Mandanna shared the message weeks after
a deepfake video about her went viral on social
media.

The star's face was morphed onto an Instagram
video posted by a British-Indian woman.

She had described the incident as "extremely
scary" at the time.

On Monday, the actress, 27, said the support
from her film industry colleagues made her realise

that sharing of such videos shouldn't be normalised.

"It [the support] made me feel safe, and se-
cure," she told the media on Monday.

"So I want to tell all girls out there that this is
not normal. When something is affecting you, you
don't have to keep quiet."

In a statement on X (formerly Twitter) soon
after her deepfake went viral, Ms Mandanna wrote,
"If this happened to me when I was in school or col-
lege, I genuinely can't imagine how could I ever
tackle this." The actor said she was grateful for the
support of her family and friends and called for the
issue to be addressed with urgency "before more of
us are affected by such identity theft".
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647-482-05-55
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): The more the so-called
experts tell you what is right and what is wrong the more you
will need to look at the evidence yourself and make up your
own mind. Just because they are experts does not mean they
don’t have an agenda.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): You may think that your
latest idea is the best thing since sliced bread but if you are ex-
pecting to be showered with praise you may be disappointed.
Yes, it’s a good idea, but is it a genuinely great idea? Maybe
you are over-dramatizing its importance.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): You must not allow your
mind to be sidetracked by minor details over the next 24 hours,
because you could easily miss out on something huge while
focusing on something tiny. The bigger picture is what’s im-
portant, and what a great picture it is.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): What occurs today will
bring a smile to your face and also distract you enough to help
you forget what has been worrying you for several weeks.
With creative activities under excellent stars this is an espe-
cially good time to develop your artistic talents.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Other people’s problems have
taken up a lot of energy in recent days and now you need to
back off a bit and make some space for yourself so you can
replenish your physical, mental and emotional reserves. They
are running dangerously low.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): If a colleague or business
partner says something about you today that simply isn’t true
you must not let them get away with it. Challenge them to back
up their claims with facts and, if they can’t, demand a public
apology. Your reputation depends on it.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): You may have a few things
to complain about today but why waste your time and energy
on matters that you probably can’t do much about? Instead,
act as if everything in your world is running smoothly and you
are the happiest you have ever been.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You may feel that if you
take a risk, or two or three, they will pay off, maybe in a big
way. Go ahead and follow your hunches, by all means, but
don’t advertise what you are doing, just in case you get it
wrong!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): You don’t need to
apply an extreme solution to an issue that should really be
quite simple to resolve. If the only tool you possess is a ham-
mer then every minor problem is going to look like a nail. Try
employing a more subtle approach today.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): You know better than
to chase after things you can never have but a friend seems de-
termined to reach for something that is clearly too far away.
Gently point out to them that they could be heading for a fall,
then stand back so they don’t fall on you!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): You may be a creature
of logic but if your inner voice speaks to you today you must
listen to it. On the career front especially your instincts will
be finely tuned to what colleagues and employers are up to,
and you may be able to profit from it.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): The message of the stars
today Pisces is that you are worrying for no good reason and
must trust where the universe is taking you. Your life is un-
folding according to a cosmic design, so relax into your fate
and enjoy all the good things it brings.
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I
Six police officers acquitted of

murder of 3 in South Trinidad

Trinidad and Tobago’s Commis-
sioner of Police Erla Harewood-
Christopher has issued a response
following the acquittal of six police of-
ficers involved in the Barrackpore mur-
ders of 2011.

Commissioner Harewood-Christo-
pher addressed the public on Friday,
acknowledging the nature of the case.

She emphasized that the actions of
the police officers had undergone thor- |
ough scrutiny, and they had been sub- -
ject to the due process of law.

Harewood-Christopher pointed
out that the circumstances surrounding
this case are representative of the in-
herent occupational hazards faced by
police officers.

As part of the administration’s
commitment to preventing similar inci-
dents, the Trinidad and Tobago Police
Service (TTPS) has been actively
working to develop and implement a
Use of Force Policy.

This policy is intended to provide
guidelines and oversight to police offi-
cers during their operations.

Additionally, the full deployment
of body-worn cameras is seen as an ef-
fective measure to regulate officers’
conduct and provide valuable evidence
in assessing the adequacy and appro-
priateness of police actions.

Expressing her deep condolences
and regret, the Commissioner of Police
acknowledged the tragic loss of life in

St Kitts and Nevis citizens urged to
unite in fight against crime

One of the accused officers celebrates his victory at the courts with his lawyers

incidents in the future.

The tragic incident occurred on
July 22, 2011. The victims, identified
as 20-year-old Abigail Johnson of St
Mary’s Village, Moruga, 27-year-old
Alana Duncan of Duncan Village, San

this incident

Harewood-Christopher urged offi-
cers to enhance their proficiency in ad-
hering to Standard Operating
Procedures, emphasizing the impor-
tance of preventing such heartbreaking

Fernando, and 29-year-old Kerron Ec-
cles of St Mary’s Village, Moruga were
shot and killed by police officers.

The officers, in their defense,
claimed that they had been fired upon
first.

In a recent address to the nation,
Premier and Opposition Leader Mark
Brantley of St Kitts and Nevis issued a
heartfelt plea for the active involve-
ment of all residents in the ongoing
battle against rising crime rates in the
Caribbean nation.

Brantley’s impassioned plea
comes in the wake of the 27th and 28th
murders recorded in 2023, casting a
grim shadow over the once tranquil is-
lands of St Kitts and Nevis.

During a press conference held to
address the nation’s growing concerns,
Brantley emphasized that each resident
bears a shared responsibility in combat-
ing the surge in criminal activities.

He urged citizens to play an active
role in assisting the local law enforce-
ment agencies.

Brantley stressed that a significant
portion of the nation’s criminal ele-
ments are products of their own homes
and neighborhoods. He firmly asserted
that acknowledging this shared respon-
sibility is essential to curbing the rising
tide of crime.

While acknowledging that both
the police and government have their
share of accountability for the crime

Opposition leader Mark Brantley

situation, Brantley made it clear that
lawbreakers cannot be apprehended
without the crucial assistance of citi-
zens. He underscored that the public’s
willingness to provide information to
law enforcement is pivotal in address-
ing the issue effectively.

Addressing a common sentiment
among the population, Brantley noted,
“Alot of people say: ‘Let the police go
and do their work’. But when they see
crime they are not willing to share in-

formation with the police as if the po-
lice are superhuman, and so by some
process of discernment, the police will
automatically know who commits the
crime.”

He emphasized the importance of
citizens actively engaging with the au-
thorities to combat crime effectively.

Brantley reminded the public that
nations worldwide depend on their
populations to actively participate in
the fight against crime.

He lamented that St Kitts and
Nevis faces a unique challenge, with
some members of the community un-
willing to assist the police while simul-
taneously demanding more action from
them.

Brantley firmly declared, “So
crime is our problem,” and urged citi-
zens not to turn a blind eye, as crime
can eventually impact everyone’s
doorstep.

In his address, Brantley acknowl-
edged the government’s initiatives,
such as the “Peace Program,” designed
to encourage at-risk residents to veer
away from a life of crime.

However, he pointed out that vio-
lence tends to surge when these pro-
grams conclude, as they often do not
address the underlying causes of crimi-
nal behavior.

He called upon Prime Minister Dr.
Terrance Drew to initiate dialogues
across party lines to collectively ad-
dress the grave issue at hand.

Brantley stressed the importance
of political unity, stating that it sends a
powerful message to criminals that
their actions will not be tolerated on the
islands of St Kitts and Nevis.



Caribbean countries at risk

from rising sea levels
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A dire warning has been issued in a
recent report, which highlights the loom-
ing peril facing several Caribbean coun-
tries due to the absence of shoreline
defenses.

According to the report, these na-
tions may permanently lose at least five
percent of their cities to sea-level rises
by the close of this century.

The report identifies Kingston (Ja-
maica), as one of the vulnerable cities in
the crosshairs.

Without adequate shoreline de-
fenses, the worst-case scenario of warm-
ing could lead to five per cent or more
of the following cities succumbing to ir-
reversible  inundation:  Guayaquil,
Ecuador; Barranquilla, Colombia; San-
tos, Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil;
Kingston, Jamaica; Cotonou, Benin;
Kolkata, India; Perth, Australia; New-
castle, Australia; and Sydney, Australia.

Insights from Human Climate Hori-
zons, a joint initiative between the
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United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) and the Climate Im-
pact Lab (CIL), reveal a distressing
trend.

Over the past two decades, coastal
flooding has escalated due to rising sea
levels. Consequently, an additional 14
million people worldwide now reside in
coastal communities with a one-in-20
annual risk of flooding.

If global greenhouse gas emissions
(SSP2-4.5) continue on their current tra-
jectory, this one-in-20 flood risk could
extend to areas inhabited by nearly 73
million individuals by the close of the
century.

The new hyperlocal data maps a
fivefold surge in susceptibility to flood
damage along densely populated coast-
lines globally.

This data platform provides crucial
insights into where sea-level rise poses
the gravest threat to homes and infra-
structure.

The authors of the report emphasize
that numerous highly populated cities
will confront heightened flood risks by
mid-century, compared to a future un-
touched by climate change.

The study’s findings paint a stark
picture of mounting peril in low-lying
coastal regions across Latin America, the
Caribbean, Africa, and Southeast Asia.

This alarming trend has the poten-
tial to trigger a regression in human de-
velopment within coastal communities
worldwide.

The report asserts that by 2100, cli-
mate change could submerge over 5 per
cent of land in Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) and Associate Members of
United Nations Regional Commissions,
including the Bahamas, British Virgin Is-
lands, Cayman Islands, Maldives, Mar-
shall Islands, Turks and Caicos, Tuvalu,
and Seychelles.

Under the most extreme scenario of
global warming (SSP5-8.5), roughly

160,000 square kilometers of coastal
land—equivalent to the territory of
Greece or Bangladesh—could be inun-
dated by 2100, compared to a world un-
touched by climate change.

Notably, this includes the United
Arab Emirates, the host of the United
Nations Climate Change Conference
(COP 28) from November 30 to Decem-
ber 12 this year.

The report underscores that con-
certed efforts to curtail global emissions
and limit warming to below two degrees
Celsius could safeguard approximately
70,000 square kilometers of vulnerable
land, preventing it from succumbing to
rising sea levels.

Pedro Concei¢do, Director of
UNDP’s Human Development Report
Office, warns that the consequences of
rising sea levels threaten to undo
decades of human development progress
in densely populated coastal zones hous-
ing one in seven people worldwide.

prison sentence of 15 years.

Day Adventist Church in Green Bay.

A pastor in Wisconsin, United States, who
stands accused of sexually exploiting children from
Venezuela and Cuba, on Monday received a federal

He is Cory Herthel, who served at the Seventh-

The 40-year-old pled guilty in August to one
count of attempted sexual exploitation of a child.
According to court documents, reports indicate
hat the church reached out to the FBI in May, in-
forming them that they had received information

CARIBBEAN ROUNDUP

murder in Grenada.

Department in Grenada.

Isreal Farrel has been remanded to His
Majesty’s Prison following his court appearance.
He was arrested by the Criminal Investigation

US pastor jailed for exploiting Caribbean kids

Trini charged with
murder in Grenada

A 20-year-old machine operator from Trinidad
and Tobago was arrested and charged with capital

His next court appearance is scheduled for De-
cember 19, 2023.

US tourist dies while
visiting The Bahamas

A 61-year-old American tourist died while snor-

this month.

keling in Castaway Cay, Abaco, in the Bahamas.
The tragic event marks the fourth cruise ship
passenger to pass away suddenly in Bahamian waters

about Herthel engaging in the exchange of sexually
explicit videos with a 15-year-old in Venezuela.
As per prosecutors and court records, Herthel
admitted to encountering the child, who was begging
on the streets in Ecuador, and maintained communi-
cation with the child even after the child and his
mother returned to their home country of Venezuela.
During this correspondence, they exchanged
sexually explicit videos.
Furthermore, investigators also learned that
Herthel was allegedly exchanging sexually explicit
videos with two children in Cuba.

It is also reported that he was in a sexual rela-
ionship with one of the children and was sending
money to the other.

He stands accused of capital murder in connec-
tion to the death of Delvon Thomas, a resident of
Carriacou.

Apart from the capital murder charge, Farrel has
been charged with four counts of attempted capital
murder.

These charges stem from two separate shooting
incidents that shook the communities of Mt Egmont
and Woburn in St George.

These incidents, occurring on August 14 and
November 20 of 2023, have also led to charges of il-
legal firearm and ammunition possession against Far-
rel.

Farrel appeared at the St George’s Magistrate’s
Court on Wednesday and was remanded to His
Majesty’s Prisons.

Reports are that the man, a resident of Warmin-
ster, Pennsylvania, embarked on a snorkeling adven-
ture when he encountered breathing difficulties.

Despite the administration of CPR by lifeguards,
the man remained unresponsive.

It is further reported that he was taken to the
cruise ship, where the ship’s doctor examined him
and pronounced him dead.

Authorities have said that an autopsy will be
conducted to determine the cause of death.

Our advertising
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Accused in Paulwell murder case to
re-appear in court in March

Leoda Bradshaw and Roland Bal-
four, the other two people accused in the
murder of Jamaican Parliamentarian
Phillip Paulwell’s 10-month-old daugh-
ter and her mother, have been remanded
until early 2024.

On Friday, a Supreme Court Judge
ordered the two to return to court on
March 6, 2024.

During Friday’s hearing, the court
was informed that the prosecution’s case
file is incomplete. According to reports,
the forensic material, forensic certificate
and statements from investigators were
not on file. When the two make their
next court appearance, it is expected that
all outstanding documents will be avail-
able and disclosed to the defense team.

Judge Vinnette Graham-Allen or-
dered that on or before January 31, the
statements from investigators should be
submitted. The forensic material and
certificate were ordered to be submitted
on or before February 29.

Bradshaw
charged with murder and other offences

and Balfour were

in relation to the abduction and killing
of 27-year-old Toshyna Patterson and

her 10-month-old daughter Sarayah
Paulwell in September.

Bradshaw, who shares a child with
Phillip Paulwell, has been charged with
two counts of conspiracy to murder, two
counts of conspiracy to kidnapping, two
counts of kidnapping, and two counts of
murder. Balfour, the cousin of Brad-

The other two men that were impli-
cated in the double murder were sen-
tenced last month.

Richard Brown, a 31-year-old
graphic artist from Kingston, was sen-
tenced to 30 years in prison on each of
the two counts of murder for the killing

Toshyna Patterson and baby Paulwell

He was also sentenced to one year
and 10 months in prison on each of the
two counts of kidnapping of the mother
and daughter. The sentences are to be
served concurrently and he has been or-
dered to serve 20 years before he is eli-
gible for parole.

Miller, was sentenced to serve seven
years and 10 months for each count of
accessory before the fact to murder; two
years and 10 months for each count of
conspiracy to kidnap; and one year and
10 months for misprision of felony. The
sentences are to run concurrently.

shaw, faces similar charges.

of baby Sarayah and her mother.

Brown’s

accomplice,

Roshane

Jamaica ranked among safest countries in world

Jamaica is the safest country in the Caribbean and
among the safest countries in the world, according to
respected international analytics firm Gallup Inc in its
2023 Global Law and Order Report.

An article by Breaking Travel News, regarded as
a top source for travel and tourism news, reported that
Gallup has placed Jamaica in a category with countries
like New Zealand, Costa Rica and Cyprus.

“The report gauges people’s sense of personal se-
curity and their own experiences with crime and law
enforcement. Results are based on nationally represen-
tative, probability-based samples among adult popula-
tions, aged 15 and older, in 141 countries and territories
throughout 2022,” the BTN published.

Topping the list was Tajikistand’s score of 96 out
of 100 to lead the countries, followed by Finland and
Iceland, both tied on 92.

The United States of America, Canada and the
United Kingdom all finished on 83 points.

Jamaica, which scored 75 points, was ranked the
safest countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Jamaica was followed by Puerto Rico on 74,
Brazil on 73, Argentina 70; Mexico and Venezuela tied
on 66; the Dominican Republic 64, Peru 61 and
Ecuador 59.
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Cruise ship makes a stop in Montego Bay

Breaking Travel News said when it contacted De-
lano Seiveright, senior advisor and strategist in Ja-
maica’s Ministry of Tourism, he declined to comment
extensively on the report, but said, “The safety of every
Jamaican and every visitor matters greatly. Notably, the

crime rates against visitors remains extremely low,
hovering at around 0.01 per cent and already our visitor
numbers are double digit percentages ahead of 2019
and 2022. Jamaica is abuzz like never before and mil-
lions have visited over the years without incident.”
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Barbados’ PM calls for methane
regulation at COP28

In an address at the COP28 climate
talks in Dubai, the Prime Minister of
Barbados, Mia Mottley, emphasized the
urgent need for global action on
methane regulation.

Highlighting the critical state of
climate change, she described it as a po-
tential “death sentence” for many re-
gions.

Mottley pointed out the absence of
a significant global agreement on
methane, a greenhouse gas with a near-
term impact far more damaging than
CO2.

She stressed the importance of
moving from regulatory discussions to
concrete actions to control methane
emissions effectively.

The Prime Minister directed atten-
tion towards the oil and gas industries,
urging them to take a more proactive
role in reducing emissions.

She advocated for stringent regula-
tions and compliance to minimize the
adverse effects of methane, contributing

to rising global temperatures.

While Mottley recognized the
progress made, particularly the estab-
lishment of a loss and damage fund, she
called for adequate funding of these ini-
tiatives.

She highlighted the cost-effective-
ness of preemptive measures in disaster
management, noting the significant sav-
ings in both monetary terms and human
lives.

A major accomplishment at this
year’s UN climate conference was the
finalization of a fund designed to sup-
port countries grappling with climate
change-induced loss and damage.

This initiative marks a significant
step forward in global climate efforts.

Several countries, including Ger-
many and the United Arab Emirates,
have already contributed to the fund,
each pledging $100 million.

The COP28 conference, held in the
oil-rich United Arab Emirates, brought
together around 150 global leaders.

X

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley

These presidents, prime ministers, and
royals presented their strategies to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions.

The conference this year holds par-

ticular significance as the threat of a cli-
mate catastrophe seems more imminent
than ever.

Jamaica surpasses 1000 confirmed dengue cases

Jamaica has now surpassed 1,000
confirmed cases of dengue, according to
a statement from the Ministry of Health
and Wellness.

As of November 30, there were
1,301 confirmed Dengue cases in Ja-
maica, the ministry said, along with 12
Dengue-related deaths — eight of which
have been classified as suspected and
four as confirmed.

Kingston & St. Andrew has re-
ported the highest number of cases for
2023 at 1,232. At the same time, St
Thomas continues with the highest rate
of 541.4 cases per 100,000 population.

The highest number of cases con-
tinues to be observed in the 5—14-year-

old cohort at a rate of 623.1 cases per
100,000 population.

The ministry is again reminding the
public that Dengue fever is a mosquito-
borne disease that is usually a mild ill-
ness in which a person may get a fever,
headache, joint, and muscle pains.

“Rest and adequate hydration are
usually enough to see one through the
period of illness. The recommended
treatment for the fever is acetamino-
phen/paracetamol,” it said in a state-
ment.

The ministry has also urged resi-
dents not to self-treat themselves if they
suspect that they have dengue, but to
visit a health facility and seek medical
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Jamaica’s Minister of Health and Wellness Dr. Christopher Tufton

advice.

It also urged people to play their
part by checking for and eliminating
mosquito breeding sites in their sur-
roundings.

“Persons are asked to play their
part in ensuring that the Dengue cases
are minimized by monitoring water stor-
age containers for mosquito breeding;
keeping surroundings free of debris; de-
stroying or treating potential mosquito
breeding sites; wearing protective cloth-
ing and using a DEET containing mos-
quito repellent,” the statement read.

Since the outbreak was declared in
September, over 400 communities have
been fogged to date, according to Min-
ister of Health Christopher Tufton.

Morning and evening fogging ses-
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sions are just one part of the ministry’s
dengue outbreak mitigation plan, which
includes a public education campaign on
dengue, clinical management, destroy-
ing mosquito breeding sites (primarily
located in the homes of residents), drain
cleaning, and waste removal.

A triple threat of COVID-19,
dengue, and the flu are putting addi-
tional stress on Jamaica’s health care
system, according to the Health and
Wellness Minister Dr. Christopher
Tufton.

He pointed out that while COVID-
19 is no longer a public health emer-
gency, the positivity rate on the island is
above 10 percent which is relatively
high.
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Killer freed from prison after serving
30 years for wife’s murder in T&T

HAVING spent
decades in prison after being found

almost three
guilty in 1999 of chopping his wife to
death five years prior, a High Court
judge has ordered the immediate release
of a Mayaro man.

Initially, 58-year-old Tackhoor
Ramcharan was sentenced to hang for
the murder of Naline Ramcharan, but the
sentence was eventually commuted to
life.

Justice Gail Gonzales on Monday
re-sentenced him in accordance with the
Privy Council case of Naresh Boodram
v The Attorney General of Trinidad and
Tobago which held that life in prison
amounts to cruel and unusual punish-
ment. Therefore, the High Court is now
required to re-sentence those who were
ordered to serve life, to specific numbers
of years based on the individual circum-
stances of each case.

In imposing sentence on Ramcha-
ran at the Hall of Justice in Port of Spain,
Justice Gonzales began with a starting
point of 35 years, before reducing it by
five.

The judge said she believed that
Ramcharan was no longer a threat to so-
ciety. Taking into account the time he
had already spent in prison, Justice Gon-
zales proceeded to sentenced him to time
served.

Attorneys Rhea Libert, Josiah Soo
Hon and Ananda Gobin appeared on be-
half of the Office of the Director of Pub-
lic Prosecutions (DPP), while John

Justice Gail Gonzales: ordered convicted killer freed

Heath SC, and Peter Carter appeared for
Ramcharan.

In May 1994, Ramcharan and his
wife, who had two children together,
were separated for some time and, when
she refused a request by Ramcharan to
move back in with him, he became en-
raged and threatened to kill her.

According to the State’s case, even
though the two were still married, Naline
Ramcharan became involved in a rela-
tionship with another man, and told her
husband she preferred him (the other
man).

One week later on May 14, Ram-
charan returned to the house where the
woman was living and called out to her.

As she opened the door, Ramcharan
chopped her a number of times including
to the head.

Seconds after the incident, the vic-
tim’s mother, who was on her way to
visit her daughter, heard her screaming
and found her with chop wounds.

Ramcharan was also seen standing
about 25 feet away with a cutlass in his
hand.

The victim was taken to the Mayaro
Hospital where she died the next day.

On May 16, police went to Ram-
charan’s house where he was living with
his mother and placed him under arrest
after he was said to have made a poten-
tially incriminating oral statement.

The State claimed he also handed
over to officers the clothing he had been
wearing at the time of the incident as
well as the cutlass he used before indi-
cating he wanted to make a statement in
writing. Ramcharan was then taken to
the police station where he gave a writ-
ten statement to the police, which was
later authenticated by a Justice of the
Peace.

During the course of the trial, Ram-
charan denied he murdered his wife.

He claimed the last time he saw her
was on May 8, when she hurled obscen-
ities at him and told him she had “an-
other man.”

Ramcharan also denied having
given his clothes or cutlass to the police
or having dictated a statement to the po-
lice. According to him, he went to the
police station because of a telephone call
he received. He said during that phone
call he was informed that his wife had
been wounded after a fight with his
mother.

He claimed when he arrived at the
station he saw his mother there and she
was handcuffed at the time.
claimed  officers
brought documents for him to sign and

Ramcharan

informed him they were paperwork to
have his mother granted station bail.
Without reading the documents, he said
he placed his signature on them, after
which he said he was informed by an of-
ficer that he was to be charged with the
murder.

Judge champions campaign finance reform

High Court judge Frank Seeper-
sad has called on business owners to
become vocal advocates for the enact-
ment of campaign finance reform as he
appealed to them to adopt a firm no-
tolerance approach to unlawful con-
duct and corruption in all its
manifestations.

Justice Seepersad was the fea-
tured speaker at the San Fernando
Business Association’s Christmas din-
ner in the City Hall of San Fernando
on Saturday night.

He told the gathering that society
must confront the scourge of crime by
intervening at the community level.

“Become your brother’s keeper,
partner with the police to share infor-
mation and identify those who are or
have the inclination and capacity to
cause chaos. As community leaders,
you must employ intervention strate-
gies and engage at-risk youth. Let your
sense of empathy and compassion radi-
ate and show them that they are worthy
and that their lives matter. From an
economic perspective, you must be-
lieve in our unrealised potential and in-

vest in T&T. If the flowers are to
bloom again, each of you must take
risks, embrace innovation, harness
technology, and identify and seize new
and emerging opportunities. You can
revive San Fernando, explore the po-
tential which the waterfront presents,
use it and focus on local content to cre-
ate cultural and gastronomical space
which can entice visitors. We must re-
brand T&T as a place of peace, pros-
perity and productivity,” said
Seepersad.

The judge said that the biggest
challenge, however, requires a reorien-
tation in the way in which citizens op-
erate.

“As you reflect upon how you
may be prepared to realise your in-
tegrity-driven leadership potential, |
want to implore you to become vocal
advocates for the enactment of cam-
paign finance reform,” Seepersad told
the business owners and San Fernando
city stakeholders.

Referring to a court matter, in
2018, when he, as the trial judge,
presided over a matter when the issue

of finances towards an electoral cam-
paign arose, he said:

“The defendant, through its prin-
cipal agent, boldly and brazenly ad-
vanced that the money was paid on the
premise that if the election was won,
valuable contracts would be awarded
to the claimant as a form of gratitude.
The defendant further asserted that
after his party’s success at the polls,
the claimant was handsomely re-
warded and received multi-million-
dollar contracts from the State. I found
that this articulated arrangement was
intolerable and offensive.”

He said the scenario which he ref-
erenced was not an isolated event.

“I am sure that many of you have
had to engage in fiscal restructuring
brought about by an unavailability of
forex and a decline in the retail sector.
Your profit margins have suffered and
you are struggling to keep your busi-
nesses afloat, yet there are some busi-
nesses, financial institutions and
conglomerates which seem to be im-
mune from the financial constraints
which grapple most of the country,

their profit margins increase annually.
Is this coincidental or by design?” he
said.

Seepersad appealed for a firm
stand to be taken and a loud call to be
issued to those holding executive and
legislative authority that the best inter-
est of the taxpayer is of paramount im-
portance and that no political financier
should be given preferential treatment.

“All is not lost, the citizenry can
save this blessed Republic and you are
urged to harness your strength of char-
acter and business savvy to stand con-
fident in the fact that your integrity can
shield and empower you. Do not shirk
the responsibility to become leaders,
for each of you has the capacity to be-
come catalysts for change. Your voices
can resonate and collectively we can
transform this place we call home into
an efficient, empathetic and effective
space where procedural regularity,
peace, patience, and proactive and
principled positions are practised with
regularity. Please accede to the leader-
ship call and save our blessed Repub-
lic,” said Seepersad.
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CWI Academy crush Emerging
Ireland, sweep series 2-0

Cricket West Indies (CWI) Acad-
emy crushed Emerging Ireland by 432
runs on Monday to sweep the two-match
series, on day three at Coolidge Cricket
Ground, Antigua.

CWI Academy won the first four-
day match by an innings and 134 runs
last week.

Resuming play on 172 for four with
a massive 426-run lead, after dismissing
the Irish for 72 on Sunday, the CWI
Academy batsmen again put their oppo-
nents to the sword.

An unbeaten century from Kevin
Wickham steered the Academy boys to
a massive 321 for eight declared. Wick-

ham stroked 105 not out while Ackeem
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Auguste (75), Teddy Bishop (46) and
Nyeem Young (32) also starred with the
bat.

Bowler Tom Mayes (5/75) was the
pick of the bowlers for the Irish.

Needing an unlikely 576 for vic-
tory, the visitors doubled their first in-
nings total but were still woefully short
of being competitive. They were bowled
out for 143 with Liam McCarthy (35)
and Stephen Doheny (23) the only bats-
men showing some resistance. Joshua
Bishop, who scored a century in the first
match, took four for 36 while McKenny
Clarke had two for 16.
CWI ACADEMY 326
(Kevlon Anderson 125 not out, Nyeem
Young 80, Matthew Nandu 35, Joshua
Bishop 22; Tom Mayes 5-64, Michael
Frost 2-71, Matthew Foster 2-114) and
321 for eight decl. (Kevin Wickham 105
not out, Ackeem Auguste 75, Teddy

Scores:

Bishop 46, Nyeem Young 32; Tom
Mayes 5-75) vs EMERGING IRELAND
72 (Cade Carmichael 39; Joshua Bishop
4-18, Isai Thorne 3-16) and 143 (Liam
McCarthy 35, Stephen Doheny 23;
Joshua Bishop 4-36, McKenny Clarke 2-
16)

Opportunity in Financial Planning,
Marketing, Sales and Investments.

New and growing company seeking people interesting in
starting their own business full time or part time.
Free training, coaching and mentoring.

Business presentations Saturdays from 10:00 am to 11:00 am.
Unit 14, 151 Superior Blvd. Mississauga, Ont. L5T — 2L1.
Please call for an appointment.

Daily office hours 9:00 am to 8:00 pm.

Balbir Bahadursingh. 416 953 6785

balbir.oahadursinghO@gmail.com

'sL(

CWI Academy batsman Kevin Wickham raises bat after scoring a century

wﬂm S——

LUX

&N MORTGAGE

Mortgages, Helocs, Refinancing,
Commercial Lending & Purchases can
be difficul to understand - let me make

it easier for you!

Luxshan Thav
Mortgage Agent Level 2

(©) 647-394-5898
4 Ithav@mortgagealiance.com
@ luxmortgage
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VEGETABLE & FRUIT Napa &% Taro A¥3k Korean Cabbage ®ii¥ Mustard A7+ Green Leaf Lettuce FE4E GROCERY
Bok Choy AB % Reg: $1.79 Nu Pak Long Grain

Garlic 3 pcsin a bag

el Reogaiis Reg /, $1:39 Reg : $1:4857 Reg: $1.59 Reg : $1.99 4 ?a rbmled Rie 8Kg
Reg : 2 for$1 59 ' ; Z gt 3
[ Reg $1599m i
£ -ﬁsa

ai%]@

Cucumber £5/1 Chinese Celery EAEFH Green Bean 5Gff
Reg : 2 for $5.00 Reg : $2.19 : $1.99

(e2

Red Pepper £I#1 Ginger (Organic)
BilE

South AfricaOrange  Bosco Pear R tE%
Reg : $2.99 AR

Reg: $1.79 Bulacan Coconut Gelin AA-1 Sardines Series

Syrup Series 340g *I‘Téﬂ#ﬁg
Reg 527;9/%

=

Morocco Sweet Tangerine Honey Crisp Apple
ﬂﬁ@?&gld\fﬂf‘ HMipER :$2. $ AR E Oranges‘ﬁfS
2 152! i SRS ‘ ',2f &3 Reg : $4.99

Lucky Me Chicken
Sotanghon28g
KAE \::..g{z.

Knorr Tamarind Soup Base
S

Fri.to Sun.Only ) Fri. to Sun.Only
TRBEZMEIE bag | smmzzma:x

RESTAURANT SPECIAL

Broccoli
B=1E

Green Onion

RRB { Dole Tropical Fruit Salad -~ Allen's Drink Series 1L NestIeM||04OGg
frgis 2840 T

Avpcado

TYJ Spring Roll Pastry 8.5' Frozen Vegetable Spring Rroll Extra Large,Egg
E# & 20 shts x40 pkts REEE 259 40 3 x10 boxes ﬁﬁkiﬂ%‘“ép

iﬂﬂluuuuu-[ s

Hao Hao Shnmp & Onion  Safoco Egg Noodles 500g Chin-Su Chili Sauce 250g
Instant Noodles WER BHE
7 fEE 30bag X 7

418 .g——% i

Container LF-28W ADM All Purpose Flour Monosodium Glutamate Capn Vegetable Oil . Bamboo Chopsticks

SH[p conws ﬁ' 535 . B 20kgg | 55 22.7kg T 30x100pcs
® LF-28W s G o

MEAT Beef Sirloin Tip Steak ~ Beef Short Ribs

Pork Ham Steak
ﬁF@? e

6 0 ea
Lucky Brand Fish Sauce Lee Kum Kee Kum Chun Lee Kum Kee Hoisin Sauce  NG-18 New Gen Eco- Fnendly Redpath Sugar
TEZEEE 24x700ml  Oyster Flavoured Sauce FRIDEEE 1751 Packaging B 20kg

6x2.2kg , T el YT )
e Tt T T — S = D

Squid Brand Fish Sauce
ﬁ%!iﬁ hﬁﬂ'm

Q

Chicken|Brum
Ba b oo 599
0 & CRawHead OnBlack  Kababayan Hasa Hasa Baguio Sweet /Hot/ Sararfgani Bay(Bangus Supreme Fish Frozen R -, A A
SH RawWhite Shrimp 8/12. Tiger shrimp 21/25 454g Indian Mackere\ 5009 4 Salted Yellow.Cmaker 220g g7y
AR pisan ;
g il ;

SEAFOOD Fresh Lane Snapper Frozen Fresh Head-on

FreshAﬂanﬂcSaImonSteak %}ﬁ)(ﬁ White Shnmph
= Mﬁmﬂ b

Edamame Boiled Soy Kababayan Steamed Bangkok Beef Balls Series  Activia Yogurt Series Kam Yen Jan Chinese Style - Nelakee Veggie Soy Roll

Beaniin PODS400g Sticky Corn 800g HANE5 454 B8 8X100g , e Sausage Series 375g FKEE 500g),
ET] 8 Tk Reg $1099 RegeY $6t99 ACTIVA i AR Reg : $899 99:5“'(

Reg : $3: a Frozen Fresh Mackerel  Fresh Frozen Lobster
[ HEHE fE KA AR
Reg: $3:99

1635 Lawrence Ave West, North York ON, M6L 3C9 ' Tel : 416-241-8988 | MON - SUN 9AM - 9PM, OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK WWW. superkmg ca

Although We Strive For Accuracy In Both Copy & lllustration,unintentional Error May Occur, We Reserve The Right To Carrect Any Error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities.Design and advertisement by Promobiz Solutions.Tel:416-773-1668



EQUALITY NEWS THURSDAY DECEMBER 7 2023

INJURED? CAR ACCIDENT?

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR | 725y
TTC SLIP AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, o - 4
PEDESTRIAN OR CYCLIST STRUCK BY o=

AUTOMOBILES. VICTIMS OF CRIME.

Talk to us first.

The Accident Injury Law Firm maximizes your

claim and gets you a bigger settlement. No upfront fees and no hidden costs. We
don’t get paid until you get paid.

For a free consultation in your home, at the hospital or at your office.

Call Richard Mars Hosein at 416-999-3471, Monday - Sunday 9 am - 8 p.m.

Over 15 years of excellent service to this community.

B
F CAUTIOH . ‘nl ;
\ ,

%

CUIDADO

# B B F & F B B £ B R B R B K B ¥

3160° EGLINTON AVENUE (1" BLOCK WESTE OF MARKHAM ROAD)
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Explore the
heart of the Caribbean
with Jetlines

Jamaica Guyana

Toronto to Montego Bay: Direct flights to

starting from $] 99 Georgetown

one-way Companion fares are

: *
Montego Bay to Toronto: available

starting from $1 89 Savour a complimentary

hot meal on board
one-way

speciol companion fares, call us
at 1-B66-320-8687.

+ ietlmes.com
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A journey of a
thousand miles
begins with a
single step!

WWW.guyahatourism.com




