
• Thursday February 21 2019. • Vol 37, #12 • Serving the community for 36 years. www.equalitynews.ca

SERVING, CARIBBEAN, EAST ASIANS, GUYANESE, JAMAICANS, TRINIS AND MORE.  416 759 6397 

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

Serving the community for nearly four decades. www.equalitynews.ca

$1.00
Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. Get  The  COVID SPECIAL

and  stay alive. For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  4 weeks free. 

647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282  3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

Thursday October 22 2020 • Volume 38, Issue #49Thursday July 14 2022. Volume 40 Issue#33

Proudly the largest weekly Caribbean Newspaper in Canada for 40 years

Now entering our 5th decade of serving the community

As the largest Canadian Caribbean weekly, growing to serve you better 
now in our 5th decade, we have continued to evole based on the changing 

needs of our multicultural community. Grow with us. 
EqualityGroup@rogers.com   

http://WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA or WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.US 
ADVERTISING: 647 216 2359  Marie.  NEWS: 416 759 NEWS (6397)   

Thursday July 21 2022. Volume 40, Issue #34Thursday January 12 2023. Volume 41, Issue #02

5000 Yonge Street, Suite 1901, Toronto, ON M2N 7E9 
• Sponsorship • Refugee Hearings • Detention Reviews  

• Deportation Hearings •Call-in-notices • Appeals  
• PR Renewal • Citizenship 

(647) 864-4224 
EMAIL:  info@sepimmigration.ca • http://www.sepimmigration.ca

   Thursday April 13 2023. Volume 41, Issue #15 www.equalitynews.ca. For advertising, call 647-216-2359

See our ad on Page 2

Guyana’s third Floating, Production, Storage, and Offloading 

(FPSO) vessel Prosperity, has made her way to the country’s  

shores and joins the Liza Destiny and Liza Unity FPSOs, 

which are currently producing more than 380,000 barrels of 

oil per day. This new vessel, the largest of the three, is antici-

pated to push daily production to more than 560,000 barrels 

by year’s end. Installation campaigns are ongoing with devel-

opment drilling underway to support Prosperity’s commission-

ing later in 2024. Full story on Page 21

NY AG MEETS DIASPORA: New York State Attorney 

General Letitia James took time out of her busy schedule 

to meet with a small group of Guyanese in the diaspora in 

Richmond Hill Queens on April 5. Just the day  prior to this 

meeting the Attorney General was at the forefront dealing 

with an historic judicial indictment in New York City where 

former President Donald Trump was being indicted on 34 

felony charges. James stated that she is committed to cre-

ating pathways going forward in working with the commu-

nity and the Guyana Government

FPSO arrives
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VISHAL SHARMA  
Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent 

you. When you’re looking for the best possible re-

sult, you need an attorney who knows every detail 

about you and your case. Sharma Law takes the 

time to get to know each and every client, so we’re 

in the best position to represent you and your family 

when it matters most. Backed by proven results and 

experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court, 

Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.   

Personal Injury 
Injuries caused by the negligence 

of others can be physically, emo-

tionally, and financially devastating 

for victims and their families. If 

you’ve been injured, you need a 

personal injury lawyer who knows 

how to fight for the compensation 

you deserve.

Injury Claims 
Motor Vehicle Accident Claims, At-

Fault Accident Claims, Not At-Fault 

Accident Claims, Catastrophic In-

jury Claims, Slip and Falls, Trip 

and Falls, Dog Bites, Long Term 

Disability and Short Term Disabil-

ity.

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU 

We are committed to achieving successful results for every client 

and case. We accomplish this by providing exceptional legal advice 

and strategies based on a thorough understanding of your case and 

your desired outcomes. FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM RE-

VIEW. CHECK OUT OUR GOOGLE REVIEWS

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere 
in Ontario.  Video Conference and Office meetings available.  

 24/7 Direct Line 647-972-4440 
sharma@vsharmalaw.ca 

www.vsharmalaw.ca

NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM 
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Sleepin Hotel and Casino 288-289 Church St, Georgetown, Guyana.  
Telephone number:- 592 223 4603 

By Bevan Springer 

 

This summer, the Commonwealth 

of the Bahamas will celebrate its 50th 

birthday, and tourism stakeholders are 

leaving no stone unturned in ensuring 

visitors are aware of the year-long calen-

dar of events that have been put in place. 

The milestone, officially recog-

nized on July 10, 2023, will showcase 

the country’s culture and heritage, and 

presents an opportunity for the Bahamas 

to drive tourism growth. 

Latia Duncombe, Director General 

of Tourism, Investments and Aviation, 

recently shared that her deputy prime 

minister has set a total visitor arrivals 

goal of 20 percent more than the 2019 

banner year of 7.25 million and she be-

lieves that the Bahamas can achieve 

those numbers this year. 

“The expectation is to make sure 

that the visitors have an enriched, re-

warding experience and they continue to 

return to the Bahamas,” she commented.  

The Ministry team, led by Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Tourism, 

Investments and Aviation I. Chester 

Cooper, is off to Dallas, Austin and 

Houston, Texas this week as part of the 

“Bringing the Bahamas to You” Global 

Tour to promote the latest tourism offer-

ings and developments and connect with 

industry leaders, partners, and media.  

“With statistics showing an increase 

in international travel among Texans, 

now is the time for Texas residents to 

choose the Bahamas for their short-haul 

vacations this summer and beyond,” said 

the Deputy Prime Minister. “We want 

the Bahamas to be the initial stamp in 

first-time traveler’s passports, but we 

also look forward to welcoming back our 

repeat visitors who continue to choose us 

for their Caribbean vacation.” 

The upcoming golden jubilee cele-

brations will include exciting events, in-

cluding the National Family Island 

Sailing Regatta, the 50th on Bay Street 

Festival, and Bahama Rock, a celebra-

tion of Bahamian music.  

John Pinder, Parliamentary Secre-

tary to the Ministry of Tourism, Invest-

ments and Aviation, said, “The history is 

rich, the people are rich with culture, and 

we want to showcase that to the world. 

And this is the best time to do it, in our 

50th anniversary.” 

The Ministry will also head to Los 

Angeles, California and Atlanta, Georgia 

this summer, as part of the Global Tour, 

with plans to visit the United Kingdom 

in the fall. 

For visitors traveling to the Ba-

hamas, one of the newest accommoda-

tions options is Margaritaville Beach 

Resort Nassau, located on a gorgeous 

stretch of beach in downtown Nassau. 

The resort offers beautifully ap-

pointed oceanfront rooms with unob-

structed views of crystal clear Bahamian 

waters, an expansive water park, a spa 

and wellness center, and more than a 

dozen food and beverage options. 

Nassau’s hotspots, such as the 

Straw Market, Arawak Cay or “Fish 

Fry”, shopping and dining, are all within 

easy walking distance, and guests can 

also take advantage of the neighboring 

ICONS Sports Bar featuring karaoke, 

bowling, billiards, virtual reality sports, 

and a private movie theater. 

For more information on the inde-

pendence celebrations, visit https://cele-

Bahamas celebrates 50th independence 

Latia Duncombe, Director General of Tourism, Investments and Aviation
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By Nishad Sharma 

LJI REPORTER 

 

The availablity iof guns on the 

streets of Canada’s major cities just hit a 

major barrier, with one of the largest 

cross-border bsusts in history. 

Reports state that forty-two people 

are facing more than 400 criminal 

charges following a year-long interna-

tional gun trafficking investigation. 

Seated before 80 of the 173 guns 

seized, police officials from Toronto Po-

lice Service, York Regional Police, 

Durham Regional Police Service, On-

tario Provincial Police, Canada Border 

Services Agency, and the U.S. Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-

sives outlined their individual roles in 

the investigation, which also resulted in 

the seizure of a large quantity of illegal 

narcotics, cash, and ammunition. 

Dubbed Project Moneypenny, the 

probe was launched last March by the 

Toronto Police Service's Integrated Gun 

& Gang Task Force – Firearms Enforce-

ment Unit with the assistance of the 

Toronto Drug Squad and Intelligence 

Services. 

Officials from Toronto Police Serv-

ice, York Regional Police, Durham Re-

gional Police Service, Ontario Provincial 

Police, Canada Border Services Agency, 

and the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, To-

bacco, Firearms and Explosives sit be-

fore 80 of the 173 guns seized in a 

cross-border investigation dubbed Proj-

ect Moneypenny. 

Officials from Toronto Police Serv-

ice, York Regional Police, Durham Re-

gional Police Service, Ontario Provincial 

Police, Canada Border Services Agency, 

and the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, To-

bacco, Firearms and Explosives sit be-

fore 80 of the 173 guns seized in a 

cross-border investigation dubbed Proj-

ect Moneypenny. 

In July 2022, York Regional Po-

lice’s Guns, Gangs and Drug Enforce-

ment Unit launched a similar 

investigation called Project Zorro. 

Police said during the initial phases 

of both projects undercover officers suc-

cessfully purchased quantities of fen-

tanyl and cocaine, as well as 25 illegal 

guns, from “identified persons.” 

Investigators said most of the illicit 

firearms seized from both investigations 

came from the United States. However, 

several were also domestically sourced. 

Last September, with the help of 

Criminal Intelligence Services Ontario 

and Firearms Analysis and Training En-

forcement, police merged the two cases 

to “maximize the potential for a positive 

investigative outcome.” 

Police said that this joint investiga-

tion, which was further expanded to in-

clude Durham Regional Police Service, 

the OPP, the US Bureau of Alcohol To-

bacco, Firearms and Explosives and 

Canada Border Services Agency, fo-

cused on dismantling the gun smuggling 

network and identifying and prosecuting 

those responsible for running and en-

abling it. 

In total, investigators seized 86 

firearms (75 handguns, 11 long guns) in 

the GTA, 87 firearms in Illinois, 45 over-

capacity magazines, 1,454 rounds of am-

munition, three auto switches, three sets 

of body armour and approximately 1.5 

kilos of fentanyl/carfentanil with an es-

timated street value of $300,000, as well 

as 1.8 kilos of cocaine with a street value 

of approximately $190,000 and 

$184,000 in cash. 

Police also arrested 42 people be-

tween November 2022 and March 2023 

following the execution of 49 search 

warrants in Toronto, Peel Region and 

Durham Region. 

Police allege that the accused were 

also selling narcotics, including fentanyl, 

carfentanil and cocaine.

Cops crack major cross-border gun 
trafficking ring: 42 arrested

Some of the guns seized by joint police and border security forces

On TikTok: Raul’s Jewellery (Number 

1 for Guyana Jewellery on TikTok  

Mocha, East Bank Demerara 

Phone number/WhatsApp:  

+592-644-0543
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

t straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

nne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams

Equality GUY-TRINI

& South Asian News

Editor-in Chief: Bhaskar Sharma
EqualityGroup@rogers.com

Co-Publisher: Nishad Sharma
Youth & Sport: Avishkar Sharma

Chief Photographer: Narad Prashad (USA)

Contributors: Bobby Verra, USA
Leon Saul, Parvati Persaud (Guyana)
Gideon Hanooman Singh (T&T)
Jai Maharaj 868 762-4549 (Caribbean)
jainarinemaharaj@gmail.com
Ramko Kalicharan (Florida)

Equality News International is published by Equality News Incorporated.
1560 Brimley Rd; Suite 206, Scarborough, Ontario, M1P 3G9  Canada,

Tel: 416-759-6397, Fax: 416-759-5359, Email: EqualityGroup@rogers.com 

Advertsing: Marie Sharma (416-759-2359)
Equality@idirect.com

Legal Advisor: Kawal Totaram (USA)
Jailal Kisoon (Guyana|)
Roop Sharma (Canada)
Chet Sharma (Canada)

Creative Solutions & Layout:
www.EqualityNews.ca

Niraj Sharma (Toronto)

Vishnu Bisram (New York)

Editor-in-Chief: Bhaskar Sharma

Co-Publisher: Nishad Sharma

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

go to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

rom the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Focus on agriculture
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Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali 

continues to lead the charge for food 

security in the Caribbean region, and 

we commend him for his consistency 

in seeking the interests of his fellow 

residents in the archipelago in making 

sure they can feed themselves. 

This, of course, is even more im-

portant given the threat of climate 

change to small nations, where floods 

routinely devastate agricultural outputs. 

His warning also comes as the re-

gion braces for what is expected to be 

yet another very active hurricane sea-

son in 2023. 

Ali reinforced his commitment to 

food security earlier this week when he 

addressed regional leaders, telling them 

that at least US$7.5 billion in invest-

ments would be required for the region 

to achieve its ‘25 by 2025’ target in a 

very conservative manner. The initia-

tive entails lowering the region’s larger 

food-import bill by 25 per cent by 

2025. 

According to Dr. Ali, it is crucial 

for leaders to prioritize agriculture and 

food production in order to take the 

Caribbean where it wants to be. 

His comments come as countries 

in the region continue to battle extreme 

weather conditions and its effect on 

local agriculture as they attempt to feed 

their people. He also stressed the need 

for international financial institutions 

to help the region financially by invest-

ing in agriculture. 

President Ali related that there are 

sufficient studies on the region to in-

form decisions made by financial insti-

tutions such as the World Bank to take 

action and work alongside Caribbean 

nations to eliminate food insecurity. 

According to the President: “We 

took a full analysis of every single 

country, looked at the competitive en-

vironment in every country and we 

sought to identify low hanging fruits, 

medium term strategies and long term 

strategies.” 

The reason for this is not only to 

eliminate hunger, but to also refocus 

food production and agriculture as seri-

ous economic activities while dealing 

with different obstacles and constraints 

that impact the sector. 

“If you look at some of the recent 

headlines on food security in the re-

gion, it’s a really a telling story,” Dr. 

Ali said, noting: “It is important for us 

to know that if we don’t take action 

now — and we are taking action— and 

we don’t make the necessary adjust-

ments in our budgetary allocation for 

agriculture and food production, and 

prioritize agriculture we are going to 

face a catastrophe in the region.” 

Those actions must be supported 

by technology so as to create an agri-

culture sector that is climate resilient. 

Dr Ali has consistently put his 

money where his mouth is on this 

score, having used the oil and gas 

windfall in his own country to put in-

frastructure in place to ensure the reli-

able movement of food products from 

his country’s farms in the interior to the 

markets, for both local needs and for 

export. 

He told his fellow leaders about a 

variety of strategic measures he imple-

mented to help Guyana become self-

sufficient in food production and a net 

exporter of food in the region. He also 

addressed the path towards achieving 

the Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) of ending hunger. 

“Now on a global scale, if we are 

to achieve the SDG, productivity must 

increase by 28 per cent,” he added, not-

ing that this goal requires the employ-

ment and utilization of technology. 

President Ali said Guyana has al-

ready started taking steps to enhance 

productivity and increase production, 

including working closely with other 

Caribbean nations to develop innova-

tive plans to increase food production. 

Among the initiatives rolled out so far 

is the new aquaculture project geared at 

increasing the production of prawns 

and tilapia. 

Guyana has also partnered with 

neighbouring Barbados to establish a 

food terminal to both help the island 

become self sufficient with food as 

well as to take advantage of the is-

land’s proximity to major markets for 

export. 

It is refreshing to see a Caribbean 

leader put such focus on food security, 

after years of neglect across the wider 

region of the agriculture sector. That it 

comes from Guyana, the bread basket 

of the region, is a key factor. 

We trust that the international fi-

nancial community takes note, and step 

up to the plate to play their part in se-

curing the Caribbean’s food supply. 

It’s not just the region that will 

benefit, but the world, as a thriving 

agriculture industry in a tropical region 

with year-round growing opportunities 

like the Caribbean would also mean a 

steady food supply to the rest of the 

world. 

Good job, Dr Ali. 

 

Dear Editor, 

People who act on principles do 

not delay; they act once it becomes 

apparent that one is being asked to 

do/say something that goes against 

their principles/beliefs/mores. 

Paul Slowe said: “September 16, 

2020, I had a meeting with President 

Mohammed Irfaan Ali at the Office of 

the President… The only persons in 

that meeting were the President and I. 

During the course of the meeting the 

President made certain inappropriate 

requests.” (S.N 9.04.23) 

Mr. Slowe, however, did not 

make mention of anything “inappro-

priate” until the May 31, 2021, a full 

257 days later. 

Paul would have us believe he is 

Slowe by name and slow by nature; 

however, when Slowe was charged on 

May 19, 2021, with conspiracy to 

commit fraud, Slowe acted with 

alacrity and made the allegation 

against the President within 12 days. 

In a classic jailhouse move used 

by hardened criminals, familiar to 

many Guyanese who have been the 

victims of criminals and are often sur-

prised to find themselves facing 

charges for assault after valiantly 

fighting in self-defense with home-in-

vading bandits, Slowe made a counter-

accusation to muddy the waters 

surrounding his charge. 

Editor, had Slowe made any pub-

lic statement before his criminal con-

spiracy to commit fraud charge, I 

would have given them credence de-

spite his alignment with the People’s 

National Congress as a ‘Security Ad-

visor’ during the 2015 electoral cam-

paign; however, it has been my 

experience that men of principle un-

derstand that any delay suggests com-

plicity. 

Slowe’s opportunistically timed 

version of a one-on-one conversation 

(cannot be proved or disproved) sug-

gests desperation and deceit; nothing 

more, nothing less. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Robin Singh

People who act on principles do not delay

   Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have 

an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit 

your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com. 

   Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-

sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-

formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the 

writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.

Send us your letters
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By Niraj Sharma 

LJI REPORTER 

 

After being concerned about their 

ability to get help in the likely event of 

an incident happening on Toronto’s sub-

way system, riders are set to get some 

relief after telecom giant Rogers Com-

munications has said it will expand ac-

cess to 911 on the TTC as part of a larger 

plan to bring 5G to the entire subway 

system. 

In a news release Monday night, 

Rogers said it has entered into an agree-

ment to acquire the Canadian operations 

of Australia-based BAI Communica-

tions, which has had exclusive rights to 

build a wireless network for the TTC 

since 2012. 

Rogers said it plans to offer "full 

5G connectivity services" to the TTC 

over time but bringing in wireless serv-

ice will take about two years to com-

plete due to the "limited overnight 

construction windows available." 

Rogers said it wants to ensure ac-

cess to 911 across the subway system, 

regardless of a rider's service provider. 

Currently, TTC customers with any mo-

bile provider can call 911 only where the 

cellular network exists, such as on sta-

tion platforms, concourses, and about 25 

per cent of the tunnels.  

The announcement comes after a 

string of violent incidents on the TTC 

network in recent months. The wireless, 

cable and media company said it will 

work to "address gaps in the busiest and 

most critical sections" of the subway 

system. 

"We know safety is top of mind for 

Torontonians. Residents and visitors ex-

pect wireless connectivity when they're 

travelling on the TTC's subway system," 

Ron McKenzie, Rogers' chief technol-

ogy and information officer, said. 

The release did not address 

whether customers of other telecom 

companies would be able to access the 

5G network.  

In a tweet, the TTC said it is work-

ing to finalize the terms of a new con-

tract with Rogers that will "facilitate 

their multi-year network expansion 

plan." 

In 2012, BAI was awarded a $25-

million contract by the TTC to build and 

operate its public WiFi and cellular net-

work. However, Freedom Mobile was 

the only telecom company to sign on to 

provide coverage to its customers 

through BAI's infrastructure, meaning 

most mobile customers have little to no 

service along the subway line. 

BAI eventually stopped building 

any further network infrastructure as the 

effort became not financially viable, 

said Daniel Tsai, a lecturer in technol-

ogy, law and business at the University 

of Toronto.  

Tsai told CBC Radio's Metro 

Morning one of the "big three" telecoms 

— Rogers, Bell and Telus — providing 

wireless service throughout the TTC 

network is "long overdue and something 

that should have happened a long time 

ago. 

"I think this exposes sort of the 

driving force behind the big three. A lot 

of the time it comes down to money, and 

they just didn't see the economics here 

as being worthwhile. But now the safety 

issue has pushed this to the forefront." 

Tsai said the move by Rogers could 

be an effort to offset "reputational dam-

age" from last July's countrywide servce 

outage and the telecom giant's recent 

takeover of Shaw Communications Inc. 

Several candidates running to be 

mayor in the upcoming June byelection 

released statements saying that, if 

elected, they would use their authority 

to try to ensure wireless service is avail-

able to all TTC users, regardless of their 

provider.

Expanded cell phone, 911 service 
on TTC coming, says Rogers
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By Joel Bhagwandin 

 

Reference is made to a letter au-

thored by the Economic Advisor to the 

Leader of the Opposition that was pub-

lished in the Kaieteur News edition of 

April 10, 2023, with the caption “Elson 

Low responds to Jagdeo”. From the tone 

of the letter, it would appear that the au-

thor was offended by some of the re-

marks about him by the Vice President. 

And in reacting to this, he felt the need 

to highlight his notable academic ac-

complishments. Congratulations! 

Suffice it to state, however, qualifi-

cations and competence do not always 

correlate. The Vice President did not 

question his academic credentials, per 

se, instead he highlighted the poor qual-

ity of economic advice he’s been provid-

ing to the Leader of the Opposition. 

For the sake of argument, let’s ex-

amine the merits and demerits―and the 

technical robustness of a few proposals 

put forward by the learned economic ad-

visor to the Leader of the Opposition 

over the last two years. 

Windfall Tax Proposed by Elson 

Low 

Following the introduction of a 

“windfall” tax on oil and gas companies 

in the United Kingdom (UK) on the back 

of soaring oil prices earlier this year, the 

Political Opposition and others have 

been advocating for similar to be imple-

mented in Guyana. 

JB’s Commentary 

It is critical that one seeks an under-

standing and appreciation for the current 

situation in the United Kingdom, the 

precedence and justification for the 

measure and more importantly the fiscal 

regime for the oil and gas sector in the 

United Kingdom. While it is always 

good to examine comparatively these is-

sues across other countries in the world 

with a view to apply similar policies in 

the home country, context is particularly 

important. Within this framework, the 

situational contexts are often times fun-

damentally different, hence, not prag-

matically applicable. 

The fiscal regime applied to the oil 

and gas sector in the United Kingdom 

prior to the introduction of the windfall 

tax (energy profits levy) in May 2022, 

comprised of three elements, namely (1) 

ring fence corporation tax (RFCT), (2) 

petroleum revenue tax (PRT), and (3) 

supplementary charge (SC). It is worth-

while to highlight that the UK’s fiscal 

regime is designed with a number of 

‘built-in’ incentives. For example, the 

25% tax levy or windfall tax includes an 

additional investment allowance of 80% 

that can be claimed at the point of invest-

ment. Overall, the tax relief companies 

receive from qualifying expenditure in 

the UK has nearly doubled from 46p for 

every £1 to 91p for every £1. Put differ-

ently, for every US$1 billion invested in 

the UK oil and gas industry, the oil com-

panies receive US$912.5 million in tax 

relief under the new (current) scheme. 

In a comparative analysis con-

ducted by this author, it was clearly 

shown that the economic situation and 

the fiscal regime for the oil and gas in-

dustry in the UK are completely differ-

ent when compared to Guyana 

altogether. In fact, the comparative as-

sessment revealed that Guyana’s fiscal 

regime allows for a relatively higher 

Government take even when the 25% 

windfall tax is applied to the fiscal 

regime as in the UK―that is to say, 

should the UK’s fiscal regime be applied 

to Guyana. The oil and gas revenue con-

tributes just about 2.5% of Govern-

ment’s total revenue in the UK while in 

Guyana the (NRF withdrawal) accounts 

for 40% total revenue based projections 

for FY 2023. 

Notably, the windfall tax was intro-

duced in the UK because the fiscal 

regime over the years would have under-

gone several changes aimed at making 

the industry more competitive and to at-

tract new investments in the industry. 

For example, the PRT was reduced from 

50% in 1993 to 0% in 2016. 

Moreover, the windfall tax was im-

plemented in the UK, in particular, to 

help restore fiscal stability which was 

weakened following the devastating im-

pacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in 

2020. 

Opposition’s proposal to subsi-

dize fuel imports 

The Economic Advisor to the Op-

position Leader had proposed to the 

Government to subsidize fuel importers 

to ease the high-cost burdens owing to 

rising fuel prices. He also proposed that 

the Government should subsidize the 

electricity bills for the vulnerable. 

JB’s Commentary 

The opposition’s economic advisor 

failed to perform any analysis to justify 

and/or inform the aforesaid recommen-

dation as stated above and demonstrate 

the feasibility of both options. In the case 

of the second option, to subsidize elec-

tricity for the vulnerable, the Govern-

ment has already subsidized electricity 

for the entire country and not just the 

vulnerable. In this regard, though the 

fuel cost for power generation has in-

creased substantially, the Government 

did not increase the electricity rates 

which means that this increased cost has 

been absorbed by the power company, 

which is effectively a subsidy from the 

Government. 

To further understand this level of 

increase, about 20% of the country’s 

total fuel import bill accounts for elec-

tricity generation. Prior to the rising fuel 

prices, with no substantial increase in 

demand, the country’s total fuel import 

bill stood at about US$500 million of 

which approximately US$100 million 

accounts for electricity generation for 

the country. Following the rising fuel 

price, the total import bill increased to a 

whopping US$823 million, representing 

a 65% increase. As such, fuel import for 

electricity generation would have 

amounted to US$165 million, represent-

ing an increase of 65% or US$65 mil-

lion. Of note, this additional cost burden 

was not passed onto the consumers 

which means that the Government has 

already subsidized electricity for the en-

tire country. 

The same argument / analysis 

would be applicable to another of oppo-

sition’s proposal where their economic 

advisor suggested that the Government 

should take the increase earnings from 

the higher price on Guyana’s share of 

crude oil and provide subsidies to the 

vulnerable. Again, while Guyana bene-

fited from the higher price on its share 

of crude oil, this increase was more than 

offset with the increased cost for the fuel 

import bill of the country by over 

US$300 million or 65% - from US$500 

million to US$823 million. 

With respect to subsiding fuel im-

porters, the reduction of the excise tax 

on fuel imports from 50% to 0%, re-

sulted in an annual foregone revenue to 

the treasury of nearly $20 billion. 

Other Commentary 

Incidentally, at the time of writing 

this letter, I had already written another 

article (two days ago) which was sent to 

the media in which the undersigned dealt 

specifically with a more recent proposal 

by the opposition economic advisor. 

This is in relation to his assertion to “in-

tellectually space out” future oil and gas 

developments. 

Concluding Remarks 

Editor, the foregoing is just a few 

demonstration of the unsound advice 

that the economic advisor provides to the 

Leader of the Opposition. For an impor-

tant portfolio of this nature, the eco-

nomic advisor needs to delve beyond the 

usual surface level analysis to perform 

much more in-depth and rigorous analy-

sis to inform his economic policy advice 

to the Leader of the Opposition. 

Nevertheless, I have no doubt that 

he is a brilliant, young, and upcoming 

economist and public policy expert 

within his political party.About the Au-

thor 

Joel Bhagwandin is a financial pro-
fessional and entrepreneur with more 
than fifteen years’ experience in the fi-
nancial sector; corporate finance; finan-
cial management and risk; consulting, 
and academia. He is actively engaged in 
providing insights and analyses on a 
range of public policy, economic and fi-
nance issues in Guyana for the past 6+ 
years. He has authored more than 300 
articles covering a variety of thematic 
areas. Joel has also written extensively 
on the oil and gas sector including finan-
cial and economic analyses of the PSA 
and detailed forecast analyses, etc. Ac-
ademically, Joel is the holder of an MSc. 
in business management with a special-
ism in banking and finance from Edin-
burgh Napier University. He is currently 
pursuing his second and third masters: 
1) MBA (Finance) (Top-up) through Ed-
inburgh Napier University, and 2) MSc. 
in Finance (Economic Policy) through 
the University of London.

Economist Bhagwandin responds 
to Elson Low’s claims

Joel Bhagwandin



EQUALITY NEWS 9THURSDAY APRIL 13 2023

‘You cannot bully people into trusting 
you’ – President Ali on propaganda

TO build a society that moves into 

a modern era, political trust must be 

created. However, that trust must be 

generated under ethical values and ele-

ments of integrity, and cannot be 

formed through unapologetic, overt at-

tempts to subvert democracy. 

This was the sentiments of Presi-

dent, Dr. Irfaan Ali, who on Thursday 

issued a video statement on social 

media to once again shoot down the 

political opposition’s continuous at-

tempt to use propaganda centred on 

race and ethnicity as a weapon. 

While reiterating the govern-

ment’s willingness to work with the 

political opposition, he said they will 

refuse to do so in an antagonistic envi-

ronment where goodwill is not recipro-

cated. 

“Many people today talk about 

building trust and bridging the divide 

and helping to advance our country. 

But there are some truths that we can-

not escape. If you look at how some 

people approach this whole issue of 

building trust and creating harmony in 

our country, it is worrying,” the Presi-

dent noted. 

“To say that we want to create so-

cial harmony, we want a united society, 

and that good could have only come 

about through rigged elections and 

could have only come about through an 

attempt to steal elections, that is not the 

way you build modern society. That is 

not the way you build a democratic so-

ciety. You have to earn trust. You can-

not bully your way into gaining the 

trust of people.” 

The President noted that political 

trust incorporates justice, adherence to 

the democratic norms, which cannot be 

alternated at whims and fancies, as he 

pointed to the behaviour of the main 

political opposition, the People’s Na-

tional Congress Reform (PNC/R), now 

coalesced into the A Partnership for 

National Unity (APNU). 

He noted that for trust between the 

government and the opposition to be 

created and nurtured, the APNU must 

first make right the grave wrong that it 

brought on the Guyanese people when 

it dragged out the 2020 elections for 

five antagonising months, and failed in 

its attempts to rig the country’s those 

elections. 

Even in the face of all of that, it 

was pointed out that the opposition 

continues to attempt to establish itself 

as standing for democracy, unity and 

harmony. 

President Ali accused the opposi-

tion of trying to demonstrate values 

that are not supported by their own be-

haviour and action, noting that healing 

requires an acceptance of guilt. 

“You cannot turn on and off your 

democratic values as you wish and say 

that, oh, we are champions of democ-

racy. And it’s like a switch you’re turn-

ing off and on. Democracy is what we 

live every day, what you breathe every 

day, what you project every day. You 

cannot be serious about freedom, 

human rights, justice, fairness and 

democracy when you try to nakedly 

steal the elections. No, it doesn’t hap-

pen that way,” the President said. 

Whether the opposition atones or 

not, the government has committed to 

placing its focus on developing Guyana 

with or without the APNU’s support. 

This is evident through the gov-

ernment’s continued efforts to go di-

rectly into communities to get a 

first-hand understanding of people’s 

concerns and issues, and work with 

them to craft solutions. 

“What keeps me up at night is the 

welfare of the people of this country. 

Not the rhetoric, not the propaganda, 

not the hate speeches, not the negativ-

ity which some people are bent on pro-

moting and the disinterest in the 

development agenda for our country, in 

the transformation of our country,” Dr. 

Ali said. 

“We are building a Guyana in 

which all of us would be proud and an 

economy in 2030 that will be far differ-

ent. That will be relevant, competitive, 

one that will ensure the survival of all 

of us as a people and our country as a 

state. This is what keeps me up at 

night. This is where I put my energy.” 

The government’s continuous 

show of willingness to work with peo-

ple all across Guyana, in every com-

munity, in every region, more than 

anything has been defeating the oppo-

sition race rhetoric. Nonetheless, the 

President said the opposition continues 

to clutch at whatever straws it can. 

However, with citizens of all races 

continuing to see past the opposition’s 

smoke screen, embracing the govern-

ment’s policy of development and 

unity, the political opposition has taken 

it a step further by attacking citizens 

directly. 

With many Afro-Guyanese em-

bracing the government’s development 

agenda and defeating the opposition’s 

race rhetoric, Afro-Guyanese support-

ers of the government often receive the 

ire of the political opposition and its 

supporters. 

The President denounced the 

ridicule often meted out to Afro-

Guyanese supporters of the govern-

ment. 

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali

The Trinidad-based Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) 

last week released its annual report for the August 1, 2021, 

to July 31, 2022, judicial year; and Guyana has again ac-

counted for the majority of cases filed in the regional tri-

bunal’s Appellate Jurisdiction. 

For the period under review, the CCJ sat 39 times. 

These sittings comprised five case management conferences 

(CMCs), 19 hearings, and 15 judgement deliveries. 

Of the 28 total cases filed, 16 were from Guyana and 

six each from Barbados and Belize. No case was filed by 

Dominica. This total comprised 14 notices of appeal and 14 

applications for special leave. Fifty-seven per cent of the 

matters were civil, while 43 per cent were criminal. 

“There was a 32% decrease in new matters filed for the 

reporting period of 1 August 2021 – 31 July 2022 compared 

to the previous year, with six cases from Barbados, six cases 

from Belize, and 16 cases from Guyana. There were no new 

cases from Dominica,” the report highlighted. 

In its Appellate Jurisdiction, the CCJ is the final court 

of appeal for criminal and civil matters for the above-named 

Caribbean Community (Caricom) member states. 

St Lucia acceded to the CCJ’s Appellate Jurisdiction 

last month. 

Moreover, in the August 1, 2021, to July 31, 2022, ju-

dicial year, one matter was filed in the court’s Original Ju-

risdiction by Antigua and Barbuda. In the previous year, one 

matter each was filed by Antigua and Barbuda and Belize 

and two by Trinidad and Tobago. 

According to the CCJ’s Annual Report, this is a 75% 

decrease in new matters filed for the reporting period of 1 

August 2021 – 31 July 2022 compared to the previous year. 

Year after year, the CCJ continues to urge other Cari-

com member states to sign on to its Appellate Jurisdiction 

instead of using the United Kingdom’s Privy Council. 

Guyana filed most cases before CCJ
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Ministry of Agriculture supports  
Inland Fisheries & Acquaculture

Guyana’s  Ministry of Agricul-

ture- Fisheries Department in collabo-

ration with the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) and the Sustain-

able Wildlife Management (SWM) 

Programme is hosting a two-day Inland 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Support 

Project validation exercise for the Pro-

posed Regulatory Changes to the Fish-

eries Act (2002) and the Aquaculture 

Framework Bill. 

Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar 

Mustapha on Tuesday said the work-

shop, being held at the Herdmanston 

Lodge, Georgetown, is significant and 

will help to advance the government’s 

food security agenda. 

“We will be having here for the 

next two days proposals to enhance our 

aquaculture system to meet legislation 

for aquaculture and inland Fisheries…

When you look at our legislation now, 

it only caters for marine fishing or ma-

rine fisheries. And I think it’s very im-

portant because when you look at our 

country today, we are seeing the rapid 

transformation that is taking place in 

our agriculture sector”, he noted. 

Minister Mustapha said the gov-

ernment is working to modernise the 

fisheries sector bringing it in line with 

acceptable standards and best practices 

internationally. 

“So, we are trying to expand, di-

versify, and modernise it to make it 

more resilient and competitive,” the 

minister said while addressing the par-

ticipants of the workshop. 

The initiative aims to propose 

changes based on a review that has 

been conducted highlighting the need 

for an aquaculture framework to be de-

veloped. 

Minister Mustapha stated that the 

proposed amendments emanating from 

the workshop will form part of the 

work of the Attorney General’s Cham-

bers. The Cabinet has already set up a 

sub-committee to look at various as-

pects of changing the legislation. 

The proposed amendments are 

geared towards creating a robust and 

comprehensive legal framework for 

sustainable development. The draft 

documents are the result of previous 

stakeholders’ engagements, which cov-

ered Regions One to Six and Nine, 

with technical assistance from the FAO 

and SWM. 

While inland fisheries may not 

contribute as much to the economy as 

marine fisheries, their regulation is crit-

ical to prevent overfishing, illegal, un-

regulated, and unreported fishing, and 

the protection of species such as the 

Arapaima, sport fishes, and other food 

fish species. 

Minister of Agriculture Zulkifar Mustapha

The Government of Guyana has embarked on a 

Diaspora outreach in the United Kingdom as of Mon-

day 10th April 2023. 

This is following a visit made by His Excellency 

President Irfaan Ali who visited the UK last year and 

met with members of the Guyanese Diaspora. 

This is the first physical outreach post-pandemic 

by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation, who has otherwise been engaging the 

Diaspora in the UK virtually during the pandemic pe-

riod. 

Leading the team is Foreign Secretary Robert 

Persaud who is also supported by Head of the Dias-

pora Unit, Rosalinda Rasul. 

At the first engagement held at the Guyana High 

Commission in London, on Monday, the Foreign Sec-

retary addressed scores of Guyanese and spoke exten-

sively of the role of the Diaspora in Guyana’s 

development and about supporting President Irfaan 

Ali’s One Guyana initiative and his plans for the cre-

ation of a modern Guyana that will benefit all 

Guyanese. 

To this end, Mr. Persaud informed the gathering 

of their importance in fostering greater networks and 

diplomacy to advance Guyana’s development and ad-

vocating for the country’s interest at the international 

level, the role they can play in leading self-driven ini-

tiatives in areas that interest them and sharing their 

knowledge, skills, and networks to further develop 

Guyana. 

The Foreign Secretary also updated the Diaspora 

on many of the government’s development plans re-

lating to infrastructure, climate change, the Low Car-

bon Development Strategy, health, education, and 

customer service improvements for the public and Di-

aspora. The latter included the single window project 

and various other projects that the government will be 

implementing to enhance the ease of doing business 

and improve public sector efficiency. 

Head of the Diaspora Unit, Rosalinda Rasul, out-

lined the role of the Diaspora Unit since the govern-

ment reinstituted it. 

She updated the overseas-based Guyanese how 

the Unit has been involved in advancing the interests 

of the Diaspora from all parts of the globe and shared 

upcoming initiatives that the Unit will be implement-

ing to further enhance engagements with them in the 

areas of skills transfer, Diaspora diplomacy and Dias-

pora Direct Investments. Ms. Rasul further indicated 

that one of her objectives on this outreach is to meet 

more of the second and third generation Guyanese to 

engage them in the role they can play in Guyana’s de-

velopment.

UK diaspora urged to support ‘One Guyana’ 

Persaud addressing the Diaspora



The Shapoorji Pallonji Group, 

the Indian conglomerate that built the 

Providence Stadium on the East Bank 

of Demerara (EBD), is set to make a 

return to Guyana more than a decade 

after it completed its sole project here. 

In fact, the company hopes to set 

up a local office to position itself for 

business opportunities in Guyana and 

other neighbouring countries. 

This is according to the com-

pany’s Advisor on Group Finance and 

Special Projects, S Kuppuswamy, who 

spoke to the News Room during a re-

cent media familiarisation visit to 

India. 

Kuppuswamy said the decision to 

establish an office in Guyana emerged 

after talks with Guyana’s President Dr. 

Irfaan Ali and Vice President Dr. 

Bharrat Jagdeo. Both leaders visited 

India earlier this year and urged the 

company to return to Guyana. 

“… so we felt that we should 

take a lot of interest in setting up a 

representative office and exploring 

opportunities there,” he said. 

1Through support from the Gov-

ernment of India in the mid-2000s, the 

Shapoorji Pallonji Group was con-

tracted to build the Providence Sta-

dium that allowed Guyana to host 

matches for the 2007 ICC Cricket 

World Cup. 

That 15,000-seat facility is cur-

rently the largest stadium in Guyana. 

But since undertaking that proj-

ect, the company has not executed any 

other projects here. 

Still, its interest in re-entering the 

Guyana market has been growing due 

to the number of business opportuni-

ties here. The News Room under-

stands that company was among those 

that bid for the contract to construct 

the new Demerara Harbour crossing. 

But the conglomerate is not only 

interested in infrastructure projects. 

“Now that Guyana has oil, there 

is a lot of potential for FPSOs [Float-

ing Production Storage and Offload-

ing vessels] which we are the best in 

the India in and we could probably 

look at exploring opportunities in that 

sector apart from infrastructure,” Kup-

puswamy said. 

Three FPSOs, or oil platforms, 

are currently in the Stabroek Block 

offshore Guyana. They were all built 

by SBM Offshore, a Dutch-based 

group of companies. 

Kuppuswamy, however, believes 

that the Indian company has valuable 

experience and expertise it can offer 

Guyana.
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Indian construction company 
setting up new office in Guyana
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Trinidadian spirits producer Angostura has recorded revenue of more than 

$1 billion. 

This after two years impacted by Covid-19, during which time Angostura 

Holdings Ltd reinforced its investment to support future growth of its interna-

tional business and the local market’s full reopening in fiscal 2022, chairman 

Terrence Bharath said in his statement on the group’s financial results for the 

year ended December 31, 2022. 

“As a result, we are proud to report the achievement of revenue of $1.03 

billion for the year ended December 31, 2022, which represents growth of 11.8 

per cent over the prior year,” he said. “This historic achievement of crossing the 

one-billion-dollar revenue mark is a remarkable one in the local manufacturing 

sector and represents the highest recorded sales in the history of the company.” 

He said international markets drove 60 per cent of revenue growth, prima-

rily due to increased demand for Angostura Bitters in North America and 

EMEAA (Europe, Middle-East, Africa and Asia). 

Angostura records $1B profit
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WITH works on the foundation 80 

per cent complete, the 172-room Four 

Points by Sheraton–Marriott Hotel is 

scheduled to open its doors in the third 

quarter of 2024. 

Following the completion of pre-

liminary works at the Houston, East 

Bank Demerara site just off the new 

four-lane highway, steel beams will 

soon be erected, paving the way for fur-

ther construction. 

The company undertaking this 

project, Caribbean Green Building Inc., 

envisages increased economic activities 

and opportunities with the new four-lane 

road. 

“The site is strategically located in 

downtown Georgetown, 15 minutes 

from the Ogle International Airport on 

the eastside lane of a new road bypass 

between Eccles and Mandela Avenue. 

“Once completed the hotel will 

feature, a restaurant, two bars, an out-

door pool, as well as 16,000-square feet 

of meeting space and 25,000-square feet 

of retail area,” the company added in its 

project scope. 

The project is led by Tama Invest-

ments LLC and has an estimated cost of 

US$33.3 million which will be financed 

by 50 per cent Debt/ Equity, including 

an approximate US$12 million senior 

loan with a 12-year tenor from IDB In-

vest. 

The hotel’s operator will be Eu-

roBuilding Hotel Group, an established 

hotel operator with several properties 

around the region. 

Four Points represents an upper-

midscale brand within the Marriott In-

ternational umbrella and will seek 

EDGE Certification highlighting many 

sustainability features. 

Additionally, there will be inte-

grated walk-in showers, 55-inch flat-

panel televisions and in-room 

refrigerators. 

When outside of their rooms, 

guests will be able to relax in the lobby, 

which would be focused on an elevated 

evening experience with special seating 

options to work or relax. 

An extension of the lobby, the 

Bistro Terrace, will feature a community 

fire pit and upgraded outdoor seating 

area. 

Apart from those features, there are 

also plans to establish spacious meeting 

spaces and a convention centre, to meet 

market demands. There are also plans to 

have 1,000 square feet of space for car-

dio, stretching and strength activities; 

this would be supplemented by an out-

door pool and tennis court. 

Within a month of the government 

being in office, expressions of interest 

were sent out for internationally branded 

hotels to be built in the country. 

Since then, there have already been 

sod-turning exercises and ongoing con-

struction for a number of new hotels, 

with two having taken place close to the 

Cheddi Jagan International Airport 

(CJIA). 

The aim, according to local author-

ities, is to have at least 2,000 hotel 

rooms available for visitors and to ac-

company the anticipated growth in the 

local economy. 

President, Dr. Irfaan Ali, had said 

that moving forward and embracing this 

potential growth and development 

would require transition, not just physi-

cally, but also in the way people act, 

think, celebrate Guyana and conduct 

business. 

“We have to transition to create the 

transformation we want. It is not only 

physical, it is the human transformation, 

the way of thinking, acting, celebration 

of country, the way we do business and 

organisational culture. It has to be incor-

porated into every aspect of our lives.” 

Four Points Sheraton Hotel on track 
for 2024 completion

An artist’s rendering of the Four Points Hotel

KIM Ali, a 59-year-old woman of 

Diamond, East Bank Demerara, is in po-

lice custody after making alleged death 

threats against President, Dr. Irfaan Ali 

in a now-viral video. 

The incident reportedly occurred at 

the Diamond Market Tarmac in the pres-

ence of vendors, on Sunday. 

According to reports, Kim used 

racial slurs and made derogatory re-

marks against the man who videoed the 

purported threats. 

The video has attracted a lot of at-

tention on social media, with over 2,000 

views on Tik Tok alone. 

In the video, Kim said: “The Presi-

dent needs to be assassinated.” These 

words have been taken very seriously 

and have resulted in the woman being 

taken into custody at the Criminal Inves-

tigation Department (CID) headquarters. 

This incident has sparked conver-

sations, and many have spoken out 

against her actions, noting that it is un-

acceptable and cannot be condoned. 

This is not the first time such 

threats have been made. 

In June 2022, amidst protest actions 

calling for justice for Quindon Bacchus 

who was purportedly killed by a police 

officer, one of the protestors was filmed 

threatening to harm the President. 

Further, in December 2022, a 

Nigerian national stormed State House, 

which is the official residence of the 

President and his family, and attempted 

to murder a Presidential Guard, while 

discharging a loaded firearm during the 

brazen attack. 

Bethel Ikena Chimezie is currently 

on remand for the crime.

Kim Ali as seen on the now viral video

Woman who threatened President Ali is in custody
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WITH Guyana’s healthcare sector 

currently undergoing rapid transforma-

tion, Minister of Health, Dr. Frank An-

thony has said that authorities here are 

leveraging technology and improving 

training methods to deal with the current 

challenges. 

Dr. Anthony made these remarks 

during a virtual dialogue hosted by the 

Pan American Health Organisation 

(PAHO) on strengthening primary 

healthcare to build resilient systems. 

Regarding the current state of pri-

mary healthcare in Guyana, Dr. Anthony 

told the virtual meeting that when per-

sons are diagnosed with conditions that 

cannot be dealt with at that level, they 

are moved to district hospitals or re-

gional facilities for the required care. 

He added that there are also referral 

hospitals which are currently being en-

hanced even as plans are progressing to 

build 12 new hospitals, which will help 

to make the referral process seamless. 

Similarly, with laboratory services, 

the Health Minister said that services 

that cannot be conducted at the primary 

healthcare level are done at the regional 

level and the results are sent back to 

those facilities. 

As such, he noted that authorities 

are leveraging the use of technology to 

ensure that other services like X-ray or 

CT scans can be interpreted at the re-

gional level and then sent back to the re-

spective communities. 

“So these are ways in which we are 

trying to leverage technology… the sys-

tem is quite integrated,” Dr. Anthony 

said. 

Meanwhile, he noted that one of the 

biggest challenges that the ministry is 

working to tackle and which has also 

been challenging in the Caribbean/Latin 

American region, is the loss of health-

care workers. 

He said: “If we are going to be able 

to adequately provide personnel at the 

primary healthcare level, we have to 

come up with strategies [for] not only 

training but how do we retain people and 

be able to disperse them in different 

parts of our country.” 

According to Dr. Anthony, they 

have noticed that in the region, there has 

been active recruitment of healthcare 

personnel and this continues to pose a 

challenge to the level of care being pro-

vided. 

Just last week, he disclosed that 

very soon, a registered nursing pro-

gramme will be rolled out to train some 

3,000 persons in three years to fight this 

challenge. 

At the time, he had said that they 

will open this programme to the general 

public and qualified persons who are in-

terested. 

The ministry is hoping to train 

1,000 persons this year.

EQUALITY NEWS 15THURSDAY APRIL 13 2023

Technology being leveraged to 
create resilient health sector

Health Minister Dr. Frank Anthony
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 

Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs

EQUALITY NEWS 19THURSDAY APRIL 13 2023

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

INJURED?   
CAR ACCIDENT? 

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR TTC SLIP 
AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, PEDESTRIAN OR 

CYCLYST STRUCK BY AUTOMOBILE 
 VICTIMS OF CRIME 

TALK TO US FIRST 
THE ACCIDENT INJURY LAW FIRM MAXMIZES YOUR CLAIM 

AND GETS YOU A BIGGER SETTLEMENT 

NO UP FRONT FEES AND NO HIDDEN COST  

WE DON’T GET PAID UNTIL YOU GET PAID 

FOR A FREE CONSULATION IN 
YOUR HOME, AT THE HOSPITAL 

OR AT YOUR OFFICE 

CALL RICHARD MARS HOSEIN 
AT 

416-999-3471 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9AM8PM 

OVER 15 YEARS OF EXCELLENT 
SERVICE IN THIS COMMUNITY

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!
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FINANCIAL INVESTMENT ACCOUNTING BOOKKEEPING

• Proven credit rebuilding services that produces results 

• Access to financial products to rebuild credit quickly 

• Customized programs to fit your needs 

• A comprehensive credit report analysis 

• Work with a professional to review your reports 

• Access to debt services to fix bad credit items 

• Proven programs in preparation for upcoming loans and 

mortgages 

• Investment Planning 

• Financial Planning 

• Risk Management & Insurance   

  Planning 

• Tax Planning 

• Retirement Planning 

• Estate Planning 

• Small Business Planning 

• Wills

We are an investment firm that 

develops and oversees portfo-

lios, which are designed to meet 

the specific goals and risk pref-

erences of our investors.

Regardless of your business 

size, be it a start-up company, 

growing quickly, or a mature 

corporation, we have the ac-

counting expertise to help you. 

We provide a wide range of reli-

able bookkeeping services, 

helping you and your company 

to keep your financial records in 

order so you have more time to 

tend to your customers and 

grow your business. 

218 Export Boulevard, Suite #108, Mississauga, ON L5S 0A7 

Phone: (647) 715-7400 

Email: i n f o @ 3 m f i n a n c i a l . c a

Our first priority is your overall financial 

success. We want to learn more about 

your personal situation, identify your 

dreams and goals, and understand your 

tolerance for risk. Long-lasting relation-

ships that encourage open and honest 

communication have been the cornerstone 

of 3M’s foundation of success.



Guyana’s Ministry of Housing and Water, Central Housing and Planning 

Authority commenced processing Agreements of Sale for the initial 150 allottees 

of the Tract ‘CHPA’ Housing Scheme in Lethem, Region Nine, on Saturday. 

Minister of Housing and Water, Collin Croal, who was present at the activ-

ity, stated that the process is a critical stage since it gives beneficiaries legal own-

ership of their land, and they can now anticipate receiving their Certificate of 

Title, which can be used to obtain financing from banks to construct their dream 

homes. 

Permanent Secretary, Andre Ally; Mayor of Lethem, John Macedo; and 

Deputy Mayor, Debra King were also at the exercise, held at the Regional Hous-

ing Office in Lethem.The new housing development at Tract CHPA, commonly 

known as Poke Bridge, has been allocated to some 543 residents. Of this, 400 al-

lottees have been able to access their land as infrastructure works in the area, in-

cluding access roads, progress. 
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ExxonMobil Guyana announces 
arrival of Prosperity FPSO

ExxonMobil Guyana on Tuesday 

announced the arrival of the Prosperity 

Floating, Production, Storage, and Of-

floading (FPSO) vessel in Guyana wa-

ters. Production from Payara is expected 

to begin later this year. 

Constructed by SBM Offshore, the 

Prosperity will develop the Payara field 

in the offshore Stabroek block. It has an 

initial production capacity of around 

220,000 barrels of oil per day and an 

overall storage volume of two million 

barrels. 

“The arrival of the Prosperity FPSO 

is a testament to the strong partnership 

between ExxonMobil Guyana, the gov-

ernment of Guyana, our co-venturers 

and the many suppliers that support our 

operations. We are excited to contribute 

to Guyana’s energy future and create 

lasting opportunities for the nation’s 

growth and prosperity,” said ExxonMo-

bil Guyana Production Manager Mike 

Ryan. The Prosperity FPSO joins the 

Liza Destiny and Liza Unity FPSOs, 

which are currently producing more than 

380,000 barrels per day. Production 

from the Prosperity vessel is expected to 

push daily production to some 600,000 

barrels a day in 2024. 

Installation campaigns are ongoing 

and development drilling is underway to 

support Prosperity’s start-up later this 

year.

The FPSO vessel Prosperity on its arrival in Georgetown

Over $1B invested in Region 9 for housing

Jason Mclean being presented his Agreement of Sale by Collin Croal
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): You won’t want to stay 
in one place for any length of time over the coming week, so 
let your wanderlust lead you and expect to discover some 
amazing new places. Someone you meet on your travels will 
become a really good friend, and maybe something more. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): It’s not all about dollars 
and cents, so even if you are inclined to get out into the world 
and earn some extra cash this week don’t lose sight of what is 
really important. No amount of money can ever replace a 
made-in-heaven relationship. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): Venus, planet of harmony, 
moves into your sign this week, so even though you have been 
under a lot of pressure at home and at work you should start 
feeling a bit more relaxed. Don’t get too relaxed though. Tune 
in but don’t drop out completely. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): The more you help other 
people over the next few days the more the universe will help 
you. You may be eager to make your mark on the world but 
you are not in the least bit selfish, so put your own needs on 
hold for a while. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Put friends first this week and 
don’t worry if that leaves less time for all those interesting ac-
tivities you had been planning. The more you interact with 
other people the more likely it is you will discover some in-
teresting new possibilities in life. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): Who you know will be as 
important as what you know this week, so make sure you make 
a good impression when in the company of employers and sen-
ior colleagues. Impress them with the depth of your knowledge 
– and your wit as well, of course. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): Get out into the world and 
have as much fun as is humanly possible. With Venus, your 
ruler, about to move into the most enterprising area of your 
chart you won’t let anything hold you back, certainly not the 
ridiculous fear of making a fool of yourself. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You may find yourself 
attracted this week to someone who is as different to you per-
sonality-wise as it is possible to get. You do have something 
in common though, your taste for adventure. Be careful you 
don’t lead each other astray! 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): Affairs of the heart 
will be under positive stars over the next few days, especially 
when Venus, planet of affection, moves into your opposite sign 
on Tuesday. Don’t skimp on telling loved ones how deeply you 
care for them – and don’t be embarrassed either. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): The harder you have 
been pushing yourself in recent weeks the more essential it is 
that you now slow down. Cosmic activity in the wellbeing area 
of your chart will encourage you to relax and let life come to 
you for a change. You need a break. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): You may not be the 
sort to wear your heart on your sleeve but when Venus moves 
into the most dynamic area of your chart in midweek you 
won’t be able to help yourself and others will be surprised by 
your passion – and you’ll be amazed! 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): It’s time to let a loved one 
know that whatever has come between you in recent weeks 
must now be left behind. In the greater scheme of things your 
dispute is of no real importance, so why let it spoil an other-
wise excellent relationship?

Oreity Zinta and her children

Preity on paparazzi harassment: My 
children are not part of the package

In recent years, incidents of harassment of 

celebrities by paparazzi and fans in India have been 

on the rise. Many celebrities have spoken out about 

the constant intrusion of privacy and the lack of re-

spect for boundaries. One such incident involved 

Bollywood actress Preity Zinta, who recently took 

to social media to express her concerns about the 

safety of her children. 

Preity Zinta shares two harrowing experiences 

of harassment and invasion of privacy; says, “My 

children are not part of a package deal” 

Preity Zinta shares two harrowing experiences 

of harassment and invasion of privacy; says, “My 

children are not part of a package deal” 

For the unversed, on Saturday afternoon, Zinta 

spoke about an incident where a woman tried to 

take a picture of her daughter Gia without permis-

sion and then proceeded to pick her up and planted 

“a big wet” kiss next to her mouth. Another incident 

involved a physically challenged man harassing 

Preity for money and getting aggressive when he 

did not receive what he wanted. In her caption, the 

actress mentioned that in both cases, the paparazzi 

present did not intervene or help in any way, but in-

stead filmed the incidents and laughed. 

“I think it’s high time people realise that I’m a 

human being first, then a mom & then a celebrity. I 

also don’t need to apologise for my success...” 
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Guyana welcomed the ruling of the 

International Court of Justice (ICJ) in the 

ongoing border dispute with Venezuela 

with both the government and the oppo-

sition saying they remain confident that 

the Hague-based court will confirm the 

country’s longstanding international 

boundary dispute with its South Ameri-

can neighbour. 

The ICJ, by a vote of 14 to one, on 

Thursday rejected the preliminary objec-

tion by Venezuela to Guyana’s applica-

tion for the upholding of the validity of 

the 1899 Arbitral Award settling the 

boundaries between the two countries. 

The decision read by Judge Joan E. 

Donoghue, President of the Court, 

means that the court now proceed to ad-

dress the substantive application by 

Georgetown regarding the validity of the 

award. 

The ICJ rejected Venezuela’s argu-

ment that the United Kingdom, as 

Guyana’s colonial power, should have 

been a party to the proceedings. 

“The court concludes that the 

Geneva agreement specifies particular 

roles for Guyana and Venezuela, and that 

its provisions including Article eight, do 

not provide a role for the United King-

dom in choosing or in participating in 

the means of settlement of the dispute, 

pursuant to Article four,” the ICJ ruled. 

“The Court concludes that, by 

virtue of being a party to the Geneva 

Agreement, the United Kingdom ac-

cepted that the dispute between Guyana 

and Venezuela could be settled by one of 

the means set out in Article 33 of the 

Charter of the United Nations, and that 

it would have no role in that procedure. 

Under these circumstances, the Court 

considers that the Monetary Gold prin-

ciple does not come into play in this 

case. 

“It follows that even if the Court, in 

its Judgment on the merits, were called 

to pronounce on certain conduct attrib-

utable to the United Kingdom, which 

cannot be determined at present, this 

would not preclude the Court from exer-

cising its jurisdiction, which is based on 

the application of the Geneva Agree-

ment. The preliminary objection raised 

by Venezuela must therefore be re-

jected,” it added.

ICJ rejected Venezuela’s claim about the validity of the 1899 border award with Guyana

Guyana welcomes ICJ ruling reject-
ing Venezuelan border claim

 Jamaica police are reporting a 22 per cent decline in major crimes at the 

end of March 2023, when compared to the corresponding period last year, with 

the authorities indicating that murders had declined by 21 per cent. 

Commissioner of Police, Major General Antony Anderson, told a virtual 

news conference that shootings had declined by 13 per cent; rapes, 47 per cent; 

robberies, 32 per cent and break-ins, 11 per cent. 

Figures released by the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) show that there 

were 303 murders as compared with 382 for the same period ending March last 

year. There were 354 shootings as against 291 last year 

“We, however, continue to see a shift in the attribution of murders with 

the reduction in the gang-related murders relative to interpersonal conflict. As 

at March 31, gang conflicts accounted for 67 per cent of these murders, inter-

personal conflicts accounted for 22 per cent, while four per cent occurred in 

the furtherance of other criminal activities, and seven per cent are still being 

determined,” he said. 

He said the JCF would continue to partner with key agencies as well as 

provide the requisite support to enable its members to carry out their duties ef-

ficiently. 

“As we continue to resource the Force, implement our policing plan and 

work closer with the communities, we have no doubt that people will begin to 

feel safe. 

“It is not lost on us that the support from the Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) 

and other key partners has been integral in achieving these results. We expect 

to continue to impact crime and violence while we remain committed to all of 

the other community support activities,” Anderson said. 

He urged Jamaicans to continue working with the police and provide in-

formation to rid their communities of criminals. 

“We have been seeing encouraging signs that communities are less willing 

to accept criminals in their midst. The strategy of our commanders and their 

teams to be closer to their communities and build relationships is working. We 

do not regard these efforts as an event but as an ongoing part of our policing 

plan,” he said. 

Jamaica’s murder rate drops by 22 percent

Jamaica police commissioner, Major General Antony Anderson 



The Grenada Union of Teachers 

(GUT) says an estimated 1 800 teachers 

employed by the government will be re-

ceiving a 13 per cent increase in salary 

for the period 2023 to 2025. 

The new collective agreement was 

signed Wednesday and witnessed by 

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell, who 

used the occasion to thank members of 

the teaching profession for the role they 

are playing in society. 

“Having a formal education system 

is fundamental to a civilized society for 

our growth and development, and in the 

absence of teachers, that simply cannot 

happen,” said Mitchell, who is also the 

Finance Minister. 

“I think it’s a fundamental differ-

ence that teachers play, no amount of 

money, no amount of fringe benefits can 

truly show the appreciation for that. 

“Too often industrial relations are 

characterised by strife and we have to get 

to the point where we can have healthy 

differences. We can debate, we can dis-

agree but we have to find a way where 

we can recognise that the teachers are 

members of the GUT but the teachers are 

ultimately our staff. They are the staff of 

the state, and so ultimately, we have an 

obligation to be as fair as we can for 

them,” he said. 

GUT President, Jude Bartholomew, 

described the signing as historic, noting 

that it is the only time in recent memory 

that a new collective agreement was 

being signed within a four-month period. 

“Historically, the Grenada Union of 

Teachers and other unions most of the 

time had to march on the streets, go 

through the labour commissioner or com-

mission a process for mediation and 

other things for salary increase. We note 

this time, we place on record, that this a 

historic moment that we appreciate and 

recognise,” he said. 

He said that the new agreement did 

not cover everything that was initially re-

quested. 

“We may never be able to get all 

that you really want and hope to, but at 

the same time when you come together 

and negotiate, we can come to a common 

understanding when you are at a very 

good place,” he said. 

Bartholomew said that for the 2023 

to 2024 period, teachers would receive a 

four per cent increase and five per cent 

for the year 2025. He said the fringe ben-

efits in the new agreement will also result 

in an increase in financial compensation 

for extracurricular work, including the 

marking of School-Based Assessment 

scripts 

The Government Negotiating Team 

is yet to conclude negotiations with the 

other four other unions that represent 

other public sector workers. 

Simpson-Miller ad-
mitted to hospital 

Former Jamaica Prime Minister 

Portia Simpson-Miller has been admitted 

to hospital for “non-emergency care”, the 

main opposition People’s National Party 

(PNP) confirmed on Friday. 

In a brief statement, the party did 

not give any details regarding Simposon-

Miller’s health, but said that the 77 year-

old former government and party leader 

“is doing well and is being supported by 

a capable medical team and her loved 

ones. 

“On behalf of her family, the PNP 

expresses sincere gratitude for your 

prayers and well wishes, as we pray for 

good health and a speedy recovery for 

our dear Sister P,” it added. 

Simpson-Miller, who was elected to 

Parliament in 1976, became the country’s 

first female prime minister in March 

2006 to September 2007 and again from 

5 January 2012 to 3 March 2016. 

She served as PNP leader from 2005 

to 2017 and the Leader of the Opposition 

twice, from 2007 to 2012 and from 2016 

to 2017.
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The islandwide power outage in 

Barbados which happened just after 11 

a.m. on Tuesday proved to be costly for 

the businesses based in Bridgetown. 

For many of them, the outage is 

estimated to have lasted around be-

tween two to three hours but did not 

compromise the products on sale. 

However CS Pharmacy, which is lo-

cated on Lower Broad Street, estimates 

losses to be at least $1 000 during the 

outage. 

“Everything is computerised and 

digital so all the systems were down 

and after they came back we had to re-

boot everything,” CEO Cranston 

Browne said. “Thankfully it only took 

about five minutes for it all to be back 

online. I can’t guess exactly how much 

money would have been lost because 

of it but on a day like today in the busi-

ness we are in, I think you may be 

looking at $1000-$2000.” 

Assistant Retail Manager at 

Collins Limited, Michael Matthews, 

also cited the proximity to payday as 

the reason why they would also feel a 

financial hit. Their power was restored 

around 2:20 p.m. 

Matthews said “I don’t know how 

much we’d have lost because every day 

is different but we will lose money on 

that for sure. The start of the month is 

very busy. Most people get paid at the 

end of the month so a lot of people do 

their shopping around that time.” 

Hair salon Paradise Beauty dis-

played some ingenuity to keep business 

going during their busy period by ask-

ing staff to use the flashlights on their 

mobile devices. 

“For security reasons we had to 

close the doors, but we were letting 

customers in by the twos and threes at 

a time and used the lights on our 

phones in order to facilitate them,” said 

manager Sherry-Ann Barker. “That 

would have obviously affected sales 

but otherwise it was okay.” 

Barker said that in future they will 

be considering the purchase of a gener-

ator in order to avoid being affected by 

circumstances like this. 

Manager Director of Woolworth, 

Martin Bryan, said they were not im-

pacted in the same manner as their 

backup generator ensured they could 

continue operating their cash registers 

as well as maintain visibility in the 

store. However, up until the electricity 

came back management was discussing 

if a lack of comfort for customers 

meant they should close the store. 

“We were coming towards the 

thinking that we would have to close 

because the air conditioning was not on 

so that was the decision we were going 

to come to when it came back. The im-

pact on shopping comfort, as well as 

staff, because obviously with the AC 

units off, it would have been a bit hot 

and stuffy in here,” Bryan said. 

By 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Barba-

dos Light & Power announced they had 

safely restored 75% of their customers 

affected by the outage and by 5:15 p.m. 

all were back online, although some 

customers in St James complained of 

outages later in the night. 

 

Island-wide blackout results in 
losses for Barbadian businesses

Some busineses like this pharmacy stayed open during blackout

Grenada teachers get a 13% salary increase
REGIONAL ROUNDUP

Portia Simpson-Miller



Caribbean Community (Caricom) 

health ministers joined their counterparts 

from the Americas in discussing ways to 

strengthen and transform health systems 

in the region, using the primary health-

care approach to face current challenges 

and prepare for future health emergen-

cies. 

The “Health for all: Strengthening 

primary healthcare to build resilient sys-

tems,” meeting was also attended by the 

director of the Pan American Health Or-

ganization (PAHO), Dr. Jarbas Barbosa, 

and formed part of the World Health 

Day commemorations to honor the 

World Health Organization (WHO) on 

the 75th anniversary of its creation. 

Dr. Barbosa highlighted some of 

the achievements in primary care in the 

Americas over the past decades, includ-

ing an increase in life expectancy, the 

eradication of endemic transmission of 

measles, rubella and congenital rubella, 

and a reduction in infant mortality. 

Despite this progress, however, 

PAHO said low levels of investment, 

fragmented health systems and limited 

response capacity at the first level of 

care “mean that barriers to access health 

remain, disproportionately affecting the 

most vulnerable.” 

Guyana’s Health Minister, Dr. 

Frank Anthony, said “We recognize that 

primary health care is the foundation of 

our healthcare system. 

“That’s why we’re placing so much 

emphasis on the development of primary 

health care, to give people access, to en-

sure people have an expanded range of 

services they can get and also to bring it 

as close as possible to their communities 

so they can benefit from all of these 

services,” he added. 

Dr Barbosa said the COVID-19 

pandemic has also “exposed, exacer-

bated, and created structural health sys-

tem challenges” that have further 

deepened inequalities and affected re-

sponse capacity and results in the field 

of public health. 

“We aspire to develop and achieve 

health systems that have the capacity to 

prepare for and respond effectively to an 

emergency, maintain basic functions 

when a crisis occurs, and reorganize and 

transform if conditions require.” 

The PAHO director also high-

lighted that expanding primary health 

care is key to addressing the burden of 

non-communicable diseases (NCDs), 

particularly given that 240 million peo-

ple currently live with a chronic condi-

tion in the Americas. 

To ensure a focus on primary health 

care, he urged countries to strengthen the 

stewardship of health authorities, the 

governance of health systems, improve 

social empowerment, and develop inte-

grated health services focused on pri-

mary care. 

“The leadership role of National 

Health Authorities is undeniable,” added 

Dr Barbosa, thanking the ministers for 

participating in the dialogue. 

 

He said countries must now invest 

in “creating, strengthening, and institu-

tionalizing spaces for social participa-

tion where people can learn, participate, 

get involved, and hold health leaders and 

systems accountable to address collec-

tive needs. 

“Achieving universal health in our 

region requires our joint effort and col-

laboration. From the Pan American 

Health Organization, we reiterate our 

commitment to provide all our technical 

capacity to support member-states in 

achieving this objective,” he added.
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Caribbean health ministers renew 
focus on primary healthcare

Health Ministers to discuss ways to strengthen and transform health systems

Former Bahamas PM questioned 
by cops on Covid-19 program

Former Prime Minister Dr. Hubert Minnis says he has 

been interviewed by the police as part of an extensive criminal 

investigation into his administration’s coronavirus (COVID-

19) food assistance program. 

Minnis, who left office in September 2021 after his Free 

National Movement government lost the general election, told 

the Tribune newspaper that three senior officers had earlier 

this year interviewed him for over an hour. 

He said police gave him the option to be questioned at a 

police station or at a neutral location, but that he chose a neu-

tral location in the company of his lawyer. 

Deputy Commissioner of Police, Leamond Deleveaux, 

has since confirmed that more than 75 people have so far been 

interviewed as the probe continues even as he insisted that 

Minnis is not a suspect. 

“He was seen as a witness. He provided us with infor-

mation but he is not a suspect and he was seen only because 

he was the Prime Minister at the time,” said Deleveaux. 

The Phillip Davis-led government has said in the past 

that the food program lacked proper oversight. 

“It would appear that the Davis administration, because 

of its poor governance and lack of agenda for this country, is 

looking for deflection from its governance and tax spend,” 

Minnis told the Tribune newspaper. 

“Let it be known that I will not be used nor will I be a 

deflection. And if the police want to question me again, they 

can call me at any time. 

“I was not disturbed at all because I knew that through-

out my governance I was very transparent and honest with 

the Bahamian people and if we face a similar disaster, I will 

ensure again the Bahamian people receive the necessary tools 

and equipment for their survival,” Minnis added. 

Last month, Davis accused an unnamed non-profit or-

ganization of going on a spending spree, buying two high-end 

trucks and boats with public funds that were meant to provide 

food assistance during the pandemic. 

But Hubert Minnis praised the program and the person 

who headed the initiative, Susan Larson. 

“They utilized the services of NGOs and ensured that in-

dividuals throughout the length and breadth of The Bahamas 

were provided with food at a time when it was needed most. 

“People received the food in an orderly and humane 

fashion as opposed to what was seen throughout other coun-

tries of the world where there was mass demonstrations and 

unrest for food. I am proud of that grouping.” 
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Teacher strike forces Antigua gov-
ernment to extend Easter vacation

The Antigua and Barbuda govern-

ment says it has taken a decision to ex-

tend the Easter vacation after indicating 

it had received correspondence from the 

union representing teachers of its inten-

tion to “engage in industrial action start-

ing April 14, 2023”. 

“In light of this and because chil-

dren cannot be left unsupervised or 

under-supervised, particularly at this 

time of immense challenge with antiso-

cial behaviour among young people, the 

Ministry of Education has taken a deci-

sion to extend the Easter Vacation by 

four days, resorting to the traditional 

two weeks,” the ministry said in a state-

ment. 

It said this will allow additional 

time for the “Ministry to work closely 

with the Antigua and Barbuda Union of 

Teachers (A&BUT) and other agencies 

to arrive at an acceptable position. 

“The Ministry of Education, Sports 

and Creative Industries remains com-

mitted to working with the Antigua and 

Barbuda Union of Teachers to ensuring 

that learning environments are healthy, 

safe and conducive to learning and that 

all teachers receive their due worth,” the 

statement added. 

The ministry listed several griev-

ances, including, the upgrading of 

school teachers,  school security, fenc-

ing, as outlined by the  A&BUT detail-

ing what it said had been “the progress 

made to date” by the relevant authori-

ties. 

The ministry said that Cabinet of-

ficials, a team from Lands and Surveys, 

and other stakeholders will meet with 

the union on Tuesday to further discuss 

the issue of security. 

It said also that 326 teachers have 

been upgraded and that “most of that 

number have received their upgrade in-

struments and corresponding remunera-

tion”. 

But it acknowledged that 53 up-

grade instruments remain uncollected at 

the Ministry by teachers and that three 

persons were outside of the upper time 

limit of the Cabinet decision and will be 

addressed in the new cohort for up-

grades. 

“The Ministry is trouble-shooting 

the data for approximately 15 teachers 

who have indicated issues with their up-

grades. Although most of the upgraded 

teachers have received payments, a few 

are outstanding as the Treasury contin-

ues to make payments as resources 

allow,” the ministry said, adding that it 

continues to work with the Establish-

ment Department and the Treasury to 

ensure that all outstanding teachers are 

upgraded and paid. 

|In keeping with a previous agree-

ment, the Special Upgrades Committee, 

comprising of representatives from the 

Ministry of Finance, the Establishment 

Department, the Ministry of Education 

and the Antigua and Barbuda Union of 

Teachers will reconvene on 17th April, 

2023…to address retroactive payment,” 

the minister added.

Union for Antigua teachers has given notice of strike action

King Charles III for the first time 

has signaled support for research into 

the British monarchy’s ties to slavery 

after a document showed an ancestor 

with shares in a slave-trading company, 

a Buckingham Palace spokesperson 

said Thursday. 

Charles takes the issue “pro-

foundly seriously” and academics will 

be given access to the royal collection 

and archives, the palace said. 

The statement was in response to 

an article in The Guardian newspaper 

that revealed a document showing that 

the deputy governor of the slave-trad-

ing Royal African Company trans-

ferred 1,000 pounds of shares in the 

business to King William III in 1689. 

The newspaper reported on the 

document as part of a series of stories 

on royal wealth and finances, as well 

as the monarchy’s connection to slav-

ery. 

Charles ascended to the throne 

last year after the death of his mother, 

Queen Elizabeth II. His coronation is 

planned for May 6. 

Charles and his eldest son, Prince 

William, have expressed their sorrow 

over slavery but haven’t acknowledged 

the crown’s connections to the trade. 

The king has said he’s trying to 

deepen his understanding of “slavery’s 

enduring impact” that runs deep in the 

Commonwealth, an international 

grouping of countries made up mostly 

of former British colonies. 

During a ceremony that marked 

Barbados becoming a republic two 

years ago, Charles referred to “the 

darkest days of our past and the ap-

palling atrocity of slavery, which for-

ever stains our history.” English 

settlers used African slaves to turn the 

island into a wealthy sugar colony. 

The research into the monarchy’s 

ties to slavery is co-sponsored by His-

toric Royal Palaces and Manchester 

University and is expected to be com-

pleted by 2026.

Charles III supports probe into crown’s slave ties

King Charles III: takes the issue of the Monarch’s ties to slavery “profoundly seriously”
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Former Jamaican Prime Minister 

P.J. Patterson is among several 

Caribbean leaders who will speak at a 

major Black conference in the United 

States later this month, the advocacy 

group organizing the event has an-

nounced. 

Don Rojas, the Vincentian-born di-

rector of communications and interna-

tional relations for the Institute of the 

Black World 21st Century, said the prime 

ministers of Barbados and Grenada, will 

also feature at the State of the Black 

World Conference V in Baltimore, 

Maryland from April 19-23. 

Rojas, a former press secretary for 

slain Grenada Prime Minister Maurice 

Bishop, said Patterson will deliver a 

keynote address on the opening day fo-

cusing on “the mission to transform 

post-colonial societies in the Caribbean 

and Africa and to enhance democracy 

and development in those parts of the 

Black world.” 

Rojas noted that Patterson holds the 

distinction of being the longest serving 

prime minister in the history of Jamaica. 

Currently, he is “Statesman in Res-

idence” at the PJ Patterson Center for 

Africa-Caribbean advocacy at the Uni-

versity of the West Indies. 

The Center coordinates public pol-

icy and advocacy in fostering develop-

ment relations between the Caribbean 

and Africa, and promotes dialogue at the 

level of Heads of Government, Rojas 

said. 

Dr Ron Daniels, convenor of the 

conference and IBW president, said, “we 

are honored and delighted to have this 

prestigious global statesman be engaged 

with the conference. 

“Former Prime Minister Patterson 

will bring an unprecedented depth of ex-

perience, wisdom and guidance to this 

historic gathering that will help the 

global Pan-African movement set a 

course for the rest of the 21st Century,” 

he added. 

Rojas said Patterson is credited 

with having laid the groundwork for the 

economic growth of modern Jamaica, 

“presiding over massive infrastructure 

development including the construction 

of highways, modernization of airports, 

telecom liberalization and expansion, as 

well as significant foreign investment in-

flows to the country’s tourism industry.” 

Rojas said the institute has received 

confirmation that Barbados Prime Min-

ister Mia Mottley will attend the confer-

ence as a special guest in addressing the 

conference, which is organized around 

the theme, “Global Africans Rising, Em-

powerment Reparations and Healing.” 

IBW said Mottley has emerged as 

“a major figure in the Caribbean advo-

cating for stronger ties with the African 

Union and a global emphasis on repara-

tory justice with Africa playing a more 

active role.” 

IBW noted that Mottley has called 

for a global summit on reparations in 

collaboration with the Caribbean Com-

munity Reparations Commission, the 

African Union, National African Ameri-

can Reparations Commission and repa-

rations commissions from various 

regions of the Global Black Diaspora. 

He also said that Mottley will be 

presented the IBW Legacy Award at the 

Global Women’s Leadership Summit at 

the conference for her “historic role as 

the first woman Prime Minister of Bar-

bados. 

Rojas said Grenada Prime Minister 

Dickon Mitchell will make a statement 

during the Opening Session of the Pan 

African Institute and will deliver a trib-

ute to Bishop at the National/Interna-

tional Town Hall Meeting on “Building 

the Global Reparations Movement”. 

Mitchell will also participate in the 

Global Black Leaders Summit Break-

fast, Rojas said. 

“Under the leadership of Maurice 

Bishop, the Grenada Revolution was an 

inspiration to progressive Pan Africanists 

around the world,” Dr. Daniels said. “It 

is inspiring to know that Prime Minister 

Dickon Mitchell has called for a Na-

tional Commemoration honoring the life 

and legacy of Maurice Bishop this fall.

Mottley among Caribbean leaders for 
‘State of the Black World Conference’

Confirmed attendance: PJ Patterson and Mia Mottley
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T&T cop guilty of raping daughter, 9
A High Court judge in Trinidad 

will on May 3 sentence a police officer 

who pleaded guilty to a series of 

charges including having sexual inter-

course with his nine-year-old daughter 

that he also video recorded nearly 13 

years ago. 

Justice Hayden St Clair Douglas 

on Thursday accepted the guilty plea on 

a series of charges, including having 

sexual intercourse with a female under 

the age of 14 and remanded the police-

man to prison until the date of his sen-

tencing. 

The Court heard that the first inci-

dent took place in March 2010, after the 

girl returned home from classes. In June 

2010, he raped the child again just after 

she showered. 

The prosecution said from the first 

occasion until June 2010, the policeman 

kept having sex with his daughter at 

least three times a week. 

The prosecution said that while the 

child could not remember if the cam-

corder was on the dresser on other occa-

sions, she was sure it was there on at 

least one occasion. 

The court heard that on July 14, 

2010, while house cleaning, the girl’s 

mother found a DVD on the floor and 

when she played it, she first thought she 

saw her husband having sex with some-

one who looked like her sister. 

However, when she played it the 

next day she recognized the person as 

her daughter, who was 12 years old at 

the time. She made a copy of the DVD 

and gave one to a friend, who is also a 

pastor, who also viewed the DVD and 

made a copy. 

The girl’s mother confronted her 

husband but he remained silent. After 

threatening to bring her daughter to 

question her, the accused admitted it 

was true but said he did not mean to 

hurt anyone. 

The prosecutor said that a friend of 

the mother gave the DVD to then 

deputy police commissioner, Raymond 

Craig who later handed it to investiga-

tors. 

When the accused turned himself 

in to police and was shown the contents 

of the DVD, he said he had nothing to 

say. 



BANGALORE: Lucknow Super 

Giants grabbed a run off the final ball to 

beat Royal Challengers Bangalore by 

one wicket in a high-scoring Indian Pre-

mier League game on Monday. 

Lucknow reached 213-9 in a nervy 

final over and overhauled Bangalore’s 

challenging total of 212-2. 

Lucknow top the leaderboard with 

six points from four games. Bangalore 

slipped to No 7 with one win from three 

matches. 

Needing five off Harshal Patel’s last 

over, Lucknow lost the wickets of Mark 

Wood and Jaydev Unadkat and needed 

one run from the final ball with one 

wicket left. 

Patel missed an opportunity to run 

out Ravi Bishnoi at the non-striker’s end 

which could have thrown the game into 

the super over but had to bowl the final 

delivery again. The last-wicket pair of 

Avesh Khan and Bishnoi scampered for 

a bye as wicketkeeper Dinesh Karthik 

couldn’t gather the ball cleanly. 

Lucknow had all but sealed the 

game on the back of Nicholas Pooran’s 

19-ball knock of 62 runs that featured 

seven sixes and four boundaries. But 

Pooran’s dismissal in the 17th over 

brought Bangalore back into the game 

with Lucknow needing 24 runs off the 

last three overs. 

Pooran, who hit this season’s fastest 

half-century off 15 balls, holed out at 

deep square leg off a high full toss from 

Mohammed Siraj (3-22). 

Siraj and Wayne Parnell (3-41), 

who was returning after playing his last 

IPL game in 2014, had put Lucknow on 

the back foot with their early strikes. But 

Marcus Stoinis revived the chase with an 

aggressive 65 off 30 balls and then 

Pooran’s powerful strikes dented Banga-

lore further as spinner Karn Sharma 

went for 1-48 off his three overs. 

“The way Stoinis and Pooran 

played, if we have two points today it’s 

because of them,” Lucknow skipper 

Lokesh Rahul said. 

Earlier, Bangalore was asked to bat 

first and their top three batters scored 

heavily with Faf du Plessis remaining 

unbeaten on 79 off 46 while Virat Kohli 

(61 off 44) and Glenn Maxwell (59 off 

29) also got rapid half-centuries. Kohli 

and Du Plessis punished fast bowler 

Avesh (0-53) before Amit Mishra broke 

the stand when Kohli was caught at deep 

midwicket in the 12th over after adding 

96 runs for the first-wicket stand. 

Maxwell then smashed six sixes 

and three boundaries in his rapid knock 

before he was bowled off the penulti-

mate delivery from Mark Wood. 

“Disappointed, I mean obviously 

they played really well through the mid-

dle there but I thought we fought back 

beautifully,” Du Plessis said. “I threw all 

our weapons we had at them.” 

Summarised Scores: Royal Chal-

lengers Bangalore 212/2 (Faf du Plessis 

79 not out, Virat Kohli 61, Glenn 

Maxwell 59,Amit Mishra 1-18) vs Luc-

know Super Giants 213/9 (Marcus Stoi-

nis 65, Nicholas Pooran 62, Mohammed 

Siraj 3-22).
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Nicholas Pooran blazes 62 off 19 
balls in IPL thriller

Nicholas Pooran hits a boundary during the Indian Premier League match
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My travel professional  
was right

905-279-2300  |  travel1111@marlintravel.ca

This is the  
beach I was  
looking for  



EQUALITY NEWS 31THURSDAY APRIL 13 2023

you’ll want
to clap when
you land

You’ll want to rush off the plane.
You’ll want to dive into the ocean.

You’ll want to switch your
phone to ‘Do not disturb’.

This is the magic of Barbados.

visitbarbados.org
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