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VISITING MINISTER: Guyana’s Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Governance, Gail Teixeira, will be the special guest at Guyana’s 56th Independence Gala Dinner scheduled for this Saturday, May 7, at the Elite Banquet Hall
at 1850 Albion Road in Etobicoke. Ms Teixeira is expected to bring attendees up
to date on all of the latest developments in Guyana, including the opportunities
for overseas Guyanese to participate in the rapid development and opportunities
at home brought about by the oil and gas industry. Tickets: 416-494-6040. For
more information on the event, please see ad on Page 29

MR HATIB

African Medium Competent Spiritual Healer
Serious in their field, return of love, love unfaithfulness, Family, Social success, Business,
heritage, Commerice, Exams, Good Luck in
Games, Sexual impotence, Release from a Spell, etc. Quick Results.
100% Guaranteed & Confidentiality Pay After Results. (Keele & Wilson)

Call 416-319-7156
See my ad
on Page 2

POORAN IS NEW WI CAPTAIN: Nicholas Pooran has been named
captain of the West Indies' one-day international (ODI) and Twenty20 (T20)
teams following Kieron Pollard's retirement, Cricket West Indies (CWI) said on
Tuesday. All-rounder Pollard quit international cricket last month at the age of
34 and Pooran will lead the side at this year's T20 World Cup and the ODI
World Cup in 2023. "We believe Nicholas is ready for the challenge of leading
our white ball teams given his experience, performances and the respect he has
within the playing group," CWI's director of cricket Jimmy Adams said in a
statement. CWI has recommended that batter Shai Hope becomes vice-captain
of the ODI team. Pooran's first series as a full-time captain will be in three
ODIs against the Netherlands at the end of the month. Full story, Page 28
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal
Bank for 18 years
* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team
leadership, inclusive of management
* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals
* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to
successful home ownership

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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Travelling? Expect long delays at
Pearson Airport’s security checks
People flying out of Toronto Pearson International Airport are being
warned about delays getting through security as travellers wait in massive lines
to get onto their flights.
Airport spokesperson Tori Gass
said in a statement Monday passengers
need to "pack their patience" and arrive
early as Toronto Pearson experiences
"longer-than-expected" wait times at security checkpoints.
When asked about the cause for the
delays, the Canadian Air Transport Security Authority (CATSA) told CTV
News Toronto they were experiencing
issues with staffing.
"CATSA's screening contractors
are not immune to the recruitment and
retention challenges experienced by the
broader commercial aviation industry,"
the CATSA said in a statement.
The agency said they are addressing the challenge by ramping up staffing
and continued information sharing with
airline partners.
"Prior to the pandemic, resources
could be cross-utilized more efficiently
between the transborder and domestic
and international checkpoints due to
staggered passenger peaks," the CATSA
said.

Long lines to check through security at Pearson Airport are casuing delays of up to 3 hours

"As air travel recovers we are observing simultaneous peaks, which can
result in passengers flooding more than
one security checkpoint at a time, making the redistribution of resources to address these passenger volumes more
challenging."

The CATSA said passengers are
also increasingly opting to travel with
more carry-on bags, which means
longer processing times for travellers at
security check points.
NDP MP Matthew Green said he
was travelling through Toronto Pearson

on Monday morning on his way back to
Ottawa, and what he experienced was
"an absolute gong show."
"Line up into the gate is at least
500-plus deep," Green wrote on Twitter.
"There is no way I’m making this 8:10
Air Canada flight."

Liberals promise to remove HST from food
The Ontario Liberals proposed
Friday to remove the provincial portion of the HST from prepared food
purchases under $20 and pay for it by
increasing taxes on wealthy residents
and highly profitable corporations if
the party is elected this spring.
Currently, the HST exemption for
prepared foods maxes out at $4 and
Liberal Leader Steven Del Duca said
the proposed measure would save
money for families adding items such
as rotisserie chicken to their groceries
or an office worker grabbing lunch
from a local restaurant.
“Families right across this
province ... need real relief,” he said.
“They don't need empty words. They
don't need hollow promises. They
need real relief that will help them in
their everyday lives.
NDP Leader Andrea Horwath

pointed out that the Liberals put HST
on prepared foods over $4 when they
were previously in power.
“Now, he's trying to fix that by
saying, 'Well, we're going to take the
HST off prepared foods under $20
now,”' she said. “We can't trust the
Liberals to do the right thing in the
first place.”
The Progressive Conservatives
also criticized the Liberals as having a
“long record of raising taxes for Ontario families and job-creators” and
voting against Tory government measures aimed at reducing costs for people.
The Liberals say the move would
cost about $500 million a year in foregone revenue.
They would add a one per cent
surtax on companies operating in Ontario whose profits exceed $1 billion a

year, which they say would generate
about $150 million a year.
As well, they propose to implement a two per cent income tax increase on individuals earning incomes
of more than $500,000 a year.
They say that would create a new
tax bracket of 15.16 per cent on indi-

vidual income above that threshold affecting 0.2 per cent of Ontarians and generate more than $350 million
in annual revenue.
The provincial election campaign
is expected to start next week ahead of
a June 2nd vote.

WE BUY VINYL RECORDS, LPs,
45s AND STEREO
GEAR. CASH PAID!
Local and Courteous. We come to you.

Call Joseph
647-234-9670

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Whythe
Roegames,
vs Wade
Stop
AG matters
Williams
No doubt readers will be hearing a
The decision by Guyana Attorney Genlot about Roe Vs Wade in coming days,
eral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
now that there appears to have been a
the decision by Chief Justice Roxanne
draft decision by the US Supreme
George-Wiltshire’s
findings
that last
DeCourt
to overturn the
landmark
ruling.
cember’s
No-confidence
votethat
against
the
Roe vs
Wade is a law
made
government
was
constitutional,
is
grasping
abortion legal in most cases. It is seen
asatastraws.
significant ruling that gives a
woman
over Chief
her own
body,
and
“Thecontrol
Honourable
Justice
Roxisanne
the George-Wiltshire
platform on which
a number
of
erred
and misdiwomen’s
rightinissues
is based.
rected herself
law when
she ruled that
If
it
is
true
that
the
ruling
the motion of no-confidence uponcould
a divi-be
overturned,
it
would
mean
a
major
sion vote of 33:32 members of the National
blow for women’s rights, giving the paAssembly was validly passed as the requitriarchy full control over women, a sitsite majority of all the elected members of
uation not seen since the 1970s.
the National Assembly, pursuant to article
It matters to us, both here in
106 (6) and
of theinconstitution,”
the Attorney
Canada
the Caribbean,
because
General
contends
in
his
appeal.
our women’s rights movement takes its
In herthe
decision,
CJ George-Wiltshire
cue from
US, where
it was most
explained
that
in
getting
a
vocal as well as visible. majority, one
theacquire
Caribbean,
however,
side In
must
one more
than themany
other
nations
still
outlaw
abortions,
and
girls
side. An absolute majority, she said, as
and
women
require oneis often
have
specified
by who
the constitution,
a majority
to go to “backroom doctors” where
they are performed, often in unsanitary
conditions without proper medical supervision, which puts the woman’s life
at risk.
Dear Friends,
Whatever your position on aborMy wife and I came to Guyana 41 years
tion, it should not influence the fundaago to right
try and
beaof
servicehas
to the
mental
that
woman
overBahá’í
her
community.
Asone
we should
have nobeclergy
own
body. No
able toin the

mandate
by law what choice a person
of all Members of Parliament present recould make over their own body. It is
gardless if they are present or not. The
their unarguable right to choose.
chief justice concluded that an absolute maIf not, it brings back the spectre of
jority is 33.
slavery,
when slaves were not considAs
such,
the and
motion
was
conered people she
withruled,
rights,
thus
their
stitutionally
allowed,
and
therefore
legal.
choices were made for them, including
Thisright
means
the Granger
the
of that
freedom,
and ingovernment
many
cases,
the right
live.
must abide
by thetoconstitution,
which says
In other
Roe
Wade is
they must
stepwords,
down and
callvselections
not
just90about
abortions
andthethe
within
days of
the date of
noreliconfigious
debate
over
the
foetus’
right
to
dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.
life,Itbut
it
is
about
the
wider
issue
of
is reasonable to expect that the
rights and freedoms.
Granger administration, which is sworn to
If it is overturned, then it’s a huge
uphold the constitution, will abide by it,
step backwards for the civil rights
now that its bid to overturn the vote has
movement
as well as the women’s
been found
lacking.Both are intertwined,
rights
movement.
it fails
to dobe
so,tampered
it becomeswith
an illegal
andIfone
cannot
withadministration.
out
affecting the other.
The
therefore,
Butmove
it is by
noWilliams,
surprise it
is happening
in
the USA
today,
where
the supporters
seems
to us just
another
attempt
to forestall
of
Donald
Trump
still
believe
the on
the inevitable in a desperate bid toinhold
“good
old days” and wish for a return
to power.
to that time.
They either fail to, or refuse to,
understand that the “good old days”
were only good for some. For many
others, those were times of great tribugreat amount of time and effort has now been
lation, when blacks could be lynched
devoted to my own care in one of the very
for
simply looking at a white person;
good segregation
hospitals in laws
Georgetown.
But,
of
when
meant you
were
course, theon
other
been
the
separated
themajor
basispriority
of racehas
and
skin

colour;
when crimes against people of
Legal minds everywhere have said that
colour often went unpunished if they
the government has no ground to stand on
were committed by whites; when entire
via this latest appeal. All it is doing is dragtowns were burnt to the ground because
ging
the of
country
through
uncerpeople
colour
were political
flourishing.
tainty If
at those
a timeare
when
leadership
is
theclear
“good
old days,”
needed
to
move
the
nation
forward
in
terms
then they should remain in the past.
of
dealing
with its
fledgling
oil econAnd
the move
toown
revoke
the rights
of
women
by overturning
Roe vscrisis
Wade
omy,
as well
as the international
in is
one majorright
step next
backwards.
And you
Venezuela,
door.
canSecurity
bet it will
be atfollowed
many
issues
home areby
also
paraother
steps
backward
as
the
alt
right
mount, with crime seeming to be on an
movement in the
US feel
ever-increasing
trajectory
thatempowered
includes the to
return things to a time when the rule of
shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most
law was determined by skin colour.
celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,
It is a real danger that could affect
and murders that are happening almost
many Americans, including many
every
day. Americans who call the US
Caribbean
AG Williams
and President
home.
It could also
empowerGranger
the alt
might
also be accused
of tryingtotopursue
buy time
right movement
in Canada
a
to
use
the
offices
they
hold
to
try
to
dissimilar agenda, as we saw during the
Freedom
Convoy protests
Ottawa
credit
any opposition
they mayinface
at thea
few
months
ago
when
the
Confederate
polls, including using the state-controlled
Flag, aassymbol
of slavery,
was tactics
proudly
media
well as law
enforcement
to
flown at the nation’s capital by protesters.
So we might be removed from the
US by a land border, but we are not immune to its influence.
whether here or in other countries, are a
And thus we should be very consymptom of the breakdown in society and as
cerned.
such we
needaradical
stepsTexas
to address social
When
pregnant
issues.
Whilst
we don’t
pretend(alias
what we
are
woman,
Norma
McCorvey
Jane

Roe) challenged Henry Wade, a Dallas
County District Attorney, in a Texas
They may think these are strategic
federal court for the right to terminate
moves, but the drama is being seen by the
her pregnancy, little did she know her
international
what
is: a
fight wouldcommunity
have had for
such
faritreaching
desperate
impact. attempt to hold onto power. The
global Roe’s
community
has likely
communicated
as
bravery
saved the
much
Guyana
government.
livestoofthe
many
women
who before her
court
challenge
had to
unsanitary
To add
to the woes,
theface
Guyana
Elecprocedures
to terminate
unwanted
tions
Commission,
headed by
a geriatricpregnancies.who
At the
even
victims
of
chairman
has time,
been in
ill health,
is now
rape
who
became
pregnant
could
not
saying that the agency will not be prepared
end theuntil
pregnancies.
tolegally
hold elections
July – four months
And that’s about to come full cirafter it is constitutionally due.
cle. Already, some US states have made
Since the chairman of the agency was
it illegal to end pregnancies for any
handpicked by the Granger administration,
reason. And it’s about to happen nawe
have toagain.
openly wonder whether this,
tionally
too, is Anyone
another delaying
tactictheir
by therights
govwho values
ernment.
should be concerned about this, whatIt’syour
time religious
to stop thebeliefs.
games and
call the
ever
If Roe
vs
Wade gets
elections
now.thrown out, then there’s no
telling
whatdemocracy,
other lawshard
willfought
be overGuyana’s
for, is
atturned.
stake.
It could mean a return to the
“good old days” so many yearn for.
And we need to be very vigilant that
we don’t lose the rights we hold so
dear, which give us the freedoms we
gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
enjoy today.
sport, and drama to facilitate these discusLet’s hope good sense prevails in
sions.
the end.
bring them into disrepute.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

Surely now part of our conversation has
Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari- safety of the school community. Our team at sharing now is the solution across George- got to be how do we address the social issues
ous fields of education. 21 years ago we Nations has been working tirelessly to ad- town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup- and definitely at the same time take the necstarted School of the Nations which began dress thatand regain the peace and compo- port and training we are giving to our essary steps to deal with threats and viowith 5 children and has now grown to a com- sure we have had at Nations for more than students in Nations. I recently took a group lence. These activities have proven really
Dear
RamaofKhan
celebra(s) to ensure
that this
is reof sixteen
our 6th
Formers liamentary
to our sisterleader
stimulating
and uplifting
andtravesty
are addressing
munity
of Editor,
more than 3,500. We have partner- two decades. and have attended many of these
Over
the
last
week
plus,
we
have
had
many
intions,
which
Mr.
Bisram
alluded
to.
The
President
of
solved
forthwith.
This violent action from a member of the school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad- some of the challenges the youth face all
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
formative
letters
and
articles
by
some
leading
contribthe Organization at the time was the inimitable Shri
Yours sincerely,
London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the public is totally new in Guyana and unprece- emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn over this country and indeed all over the
utors on matters pertaining to East Indians and the
Raghunandan Misirji (founder) and the Spiritual head
Chris Persaud
UK that allow us to offer internationally ac- dented. But it would appear that it has been about the power of the arts but more impor- world. We have been very fortunate in this
call for naming 5th May as Indian Arrival day is a
and first Pandit Dharma Acharya Pandit SP Sharmaji.
credited undergraduate and graduate pro- fuelled by social media where initial com- tantly to learn about social issues and what process to have had youth from the UK,
major recurring theme these include Shri Ravi Dev,
The main purpose of my letter, however is to
Canada and other countries to help develop
ments by a handful
Guyana
has who
youth
can do to
address
beenEditor,
grammes.
The School of
Nations has
been a ShaDear
Lomarsh
Roopnarine,
Devanand
Bhagwan,
pointstudents
out thatinEast
Indians
currently
make
up them.
the This has
this intervention.
Partly the ideaBlack
of sharing
programme of training
source ofand
greatVishnu
joy to usBisramji
as we have
seen our
been
transformed
by comments
from aat
small
I AMatdelighted
that we acknowledge
Hishabudeen
among
others.
It is
largest
single Group
aroundpart
40of%anofongoing
the population
Nations
and
indeed
at
our
house
on
this
rethis
message
is
simply
to
explore
oneHerregroup
of
students
in
North
American
and
graduates
serve
in
important
capacities
in
very interesting that most of these gentlemen reside
have been taken for granted despite their monumental tory Month in February and observe Amerindian
to the growing violence in our socigrewasinto
and dangerous
stateflective
process.
Guyanaofand
other part
the world.
itage Month insponse
September.
outside
Guyana
andofI am
certainly perplexed
to aggressive
contributions
to the life
of this
country
excelling in
Several
months
ago
, we started a Iweekly
Butdo
then
a new
laston
Sunments.by
It was aevery
dramatic
example
to us of the and have
feel thatety.
the largest ethnic group in Guyana, Inwhy we
not
havechapter
more opened
stridency
this issue
sphere
of endeavour
been
given
short
a month
to celebrate
its historycan
East
shrift
by allmedia
Governments
without a with
doubt6ththeFormers
5th dians,
helpingalso
stu-deserves
In the
final analysis
these challenges
of social
which dra-andprogramme
dayIndians
when I residing
was shot here.
outside my home by very real dangers
presence.
I suggest
that thebymonth
of Maytogether.
be deBefore
my small
refer to escalated
of May
must
be designated
Indian
Arrival
as 3 getand
be addressed
us all working
to the
shooting
on Sun- asdents
from
Forms Day
1, 2, and
together
to only
what
many making
people believe
may contribution,
be someone Imatically
clared
Indian
Heritage
Month.
Vishnu’s
letter
in
today’s
newspapers
mentioning
Dr.
of
5th
May
2022.
Heartfelt greetings
from the Nations community. I was informed day night. So on the one hand we are now study material related to the purpose of life
I encourage
political,
cultural, civic
Balwant,
I thought
it best
tohas
state
he is the
in fact
refera Government
ledtoby East
Indians
cannot
and how
to lead
moral have
and fulfilling lives
as
Dr.
Brian religious,
O’Toole, MBE
trying
to look at theIfphysical
challenges
only yesterday
that this
news
reached
and community
groups
to School
support
notion as soon
ring
to Dr.
Singh insr.the
former
Chief
this relatively
matter corrected
Director,
ofthis
the Nations
Daily
MailBalwant
and the Times
UK and
as Governovercome to make
our schoolsimple
community
well as howimmediately
to deal with the turbulence
charment Bacteriologist Pathologist and Former General
then I advocate that East Indians sign a petition of not as possible.
safe for everyone. But the other challenge is acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana
such wanted to share this update.
Yours truly,
Secretary of the Gandhi Youth Organization. I have
less than 20,000 persons immediately to the PresiSince one of the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now
Dr Devanand Bhagwan
been associated with the GYO since 1971 to current
dent’s Office , Leader of the opposition and other ParIn the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a

Time to celebrate Indian Arrival Day on May 5
Indian Arrival Month?
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Guyana takes part in world’s
largest oil and gas event
THE Guyana booth at the Offshore
Technology Conference (OTC), the
world’s largest oil-and-gas sector event,
was officially opened on Monday by
Natural Resources Minister Vickram
Bharrat.
Minister Bharrat, who led the ribbon-cutting ceremony, was joined by
Chief Executive Officer of GO-Invest
Dr. Peter Ramsaroop; United States Ambassador to Guyana Sarah-Ann Lynch;
and Honorary Consul General of
Guyana Lutfi Hassan.
This is the third time Guyana is participating in the OTC conference. The
four-day conference began today in
Houston, Texas at the NRG Stadium,
and concludes on Thursday.
According to a release, the Government of Guyana, through GO-Invest, has
collaborated with several private sector
organisations and businesses that formed
the Guyana delegation attending OTC
2022. GO-Invest’s Head of Marketing,
Research and Advocacy June Ann Kowlessar organised and coordinated the logistics on behalf of Guyana’s contingent
attending the OTC.
The Guyanese contingent comprises Minister Bharrat; Foreign Secretary Robert Persaud; and Dr. Ramsaroop
on the government side; associations,
AMCHAM, GCCI, PSC, GMSA and
private businesses GKB, GAICO,
Guyana Logistics & Support Services,
GOGEC, GYSBI, PRIEMEIR Insurance
Inc, Express International Inc, GBTI, Atlantic Ventures Inc, NRG Holdings, New
Hayven, Smart Infrastructure, International Energy Conference & Expo
Guyana, ExxonMobil Guyana, and Halliburton. Over 80 participants are expected from Guyana and others from the
diaspora.
The OTC’s flagship conference is
held annually at NRG Park in Houston,
the release said. It noted that the OTC is
the world’s foremost event for the development of offshore resources, and displays leading-edge technology for
offshore drilling, exploration, production
and environmental protection.
The OTC is sponsored by 13 industry organisations and societies, which
work cooperatively to develop the technical programme. The OTC also has endorsing and supporting organisations.
According to a release, participation at the OTC allows for Guyanese
businesses to learn and seek partners in
pursuit of emerging opportunities in the
South American country. Participating at
OTC will help Guyana to bring more of
the supply chain opportunities to
Guyana’s shores.
A critical element of this mission is

The Guyana contigent at the Offshore Technology Conference in Houston, Texas

education, connection and networking.
The conference has the attendance of energy professionals, engineers, executives, operators, scientists and managers
from across the world and all fields in
the offshore energy sector. Industry leaders will discuss licensing and business
opportunities, as well as recently introduced technologies.
A number of related events are
scheduled to maximise every opportunity to showcase and attract investment
opportunities to Guyana, the release
said. A Guyana Evening of Information
Sharing and Networking, is scheduled to
be held on Wednesday at the Asia Society Texas Center, sponsored by Exxon
Mobil. Presentations will be made by the
Minister of Natural Resources, Exxon
Rep, US Ambassador to Guyana and the
CEO of GO-Invest to headline the event.
The Guyana Evening is an unpaid invitation-only event.
Some 300 representatives from various international and local companies
are expected to be in attendance to meet
with the Guyanese delegation. The event
will see participants from both the public
and private sectors using the opportunity
to network and develop relationships
with key persons within the industry to
attract investment primarily to Guyana’s
oil and gas and services sectors and establish and develop crucial partnerships.
The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is expected to be signed
among various companies to forge ties
in their commitment to build mutual

partnerships and transform creative and
innovative ideas to capitalise on the investment opportunities landscape.
On May 02, the Airport Signing
Agreement between the Houston Airport
System and the Cooperative Republic of
Guyana represented by Chief Executive
Officer of Cheddi Jagan International
Airport, Ramesh Ghir is slated to take
place.
On May 03, the signing of a MoU
between Euro Circuit Technologies SDN
BHD and local Guyanese joint venture
partner PCPG Inc is scheduled. In attendance will be the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs led by Foreign Secretary, Robert
Persaud and the Embassy of Malaysia.
Minister Bharrat will be featured at
James A. Baker III Hall, Rice University,
where he will deliver a key note address
on Guyana: perspectives on energy policy.
Following, also on Tuesday, the
minister will lead a feature on the
“Around the World Series Panel Discussion on Promoting Investment for
Guyana’s Petroleum Sector Through
Beneficial Local Content Goals: Maximising Business Opportunities and
Profitability. With the enactment of the
Local Content Law, Guyana is ensuring
that businesses benefit from the opportunities that are developing from the petroleum economy.
Through the establishment of institutions and regulatory frameworks, the
Guyanese economy is the optimal destination for beneficial investment in the

oil and gas supply chain for Latin America and Caribbean region. The panel will
be moderated by Economist and Executive Director of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Richard
Rambarran and supporting speakers are
Senior Petroleum Coordinator, Petroleum Management Programme, Gopnauth Bobby Gossai, Jr.; Director, Local
Content Secretariat, Martin Pertab; Alistair Routledge, President of ExxonMobil Guyana; Managing Director,
Environmental Management Consultants, Shyam Nokta; Director for NRG
Holdings Inc., Nicholas Deygoo and
Zulfikar Ally, Minister Counselor /
Deputy Ambassador, Embassy of
Guyana
Later, on May 04, Minister Bharrat,
Dr. Ramsaroop and Ambassador Lynch
will be making their feature addresses at
the boardroom session, Ambassador Insight Series.
Dr. Ramsaroop explained that OTC
provides the opportunity for companies
to develop business relationships and tap
into emerging regions that are vital to
offshore development. Guyana has unmatched success with more than 11 per
cent of the world’s recent oil discoveries
from Guyana. Guyana is not hitching on
the bandwagon of the Oil and Gas Sector
alone, but is also marketing its traditional sectors, agriculture, tourism, ICT,
manufacturing and services sectors.
This year, the country has a few
new companies on board representing an
array of diversified sectors,
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Covid numbers climb in Ontario,
1700 people in hospital
Ontario confirmed 16 more
COVID-19 deaths and nearly 1,700
hospitalizations on Tuesday.
The Ministry of Health says 15 of
the latest deaths occurred in the last
month and one fatality was added to the
cumulative total due to data cleaning.
Two of the deaths were long-term
care home residents.
Since March 2020, the province
has reported 12,858 virus-related
deaths.
Health officials say there have
been 1,699 patients with the virus in
Ontario hospitals in the past 24 hours, a
notable rise from 1,423 a day ago.
However, it should be noted that some
hospitals don’t submit data over the
weekend.
A week ago, the ministry reported
1,730 COVID-19 hospitalizations.
Forty-two per cent of current hospitalized patients were admitted for
COVID-19-related reasons, while 58
per cent were admitted for other reasons
but subsequently tested positive for the
virus.
Among those in hospital, 202 are
in intensive care, down nine from yesterday and down 17 from a week ago.
The ministry says 65 per cent of

Labs have processed 11,755 tests producing a positivity rate of 13.2 percent

ICU patients were admitted with the
virus, while 35 per cent were taken to
hospital for other reasons but tested
positive for the virus.
In the past 24 hours, provincial
labs processed 11,755 tests, producing
a positivity rate of 13.2 per cent, unchanged from a week ago, according to
the ministry.

Officials confirmed another 1,547
infections Tuesday but daily case counts
continue to be an underestimate due to
limited access to PCR testing.
Among the latest cases, 952 of the
individuals have received three doses of
a vaccine, 251 have received two doses,
199 are unvaccinated or partially vaccinated and 145 have an unknown vacci-

nation status.
On Monday the province administered more than 22,000 COVID-19 vaccines.
To date, 90 per cent of Ontarians
aged five years and older have received
one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, 86
per cent have received two doses and 52
per cent have received three doses.

Cop who beat black man quits Toronto force
A Toronto police officer convicted
in the life-altering beating of a young
Whitby man six years ago quietly resigned from the service last month after
serving time in jail for the offence.
Toronto police spokesperson Connie Osborne told CP24 that Michael
Theriault’s last day as a Toronto police
officer was April 19.
He was facing a Police Services
Act charge of professional misconduct
arising from his criminal conviction but
that proceeding cannot continue now
that Theriault has resigned.
Theriault was convicted of assaulting then-19-year-old Dafonte
Miller in Whitby in 2016, in an encounter that required two surgeries and
later cost Miller an eye.
He was handed a nine month jail
sentence, and appealed his conviction
but was denied.
His brother, Christian, was also
accused in the assault but was acquitted.
The case drew major attention for
the fact that it involved a white offduty cop beating and severely injuring
a young Black male – who at first was
the only person to face criminal
charges in the incident despite displaying obvious physical injuries.
The Special Investigations Unit,
tasked with investigating incidents

Michael Theriault arrives in court in November 2019 ahead of the case that saw him convicted

where an Ontario police officer is accused of severely injuring a member of
the public, was not made aware of the
encounter until months afterwards.
It also came to light that the broth-

ers’ father, now-retired Det. John Theriault, was at the scene of the crime to
support his sons but did not alert his
superiors to the incident so that it could
be investigated.

Miller testified in court that he
was beaten with a metal pipe and that
he feared for his life during the assault.
Theriault was suspended with pay
until his conviction in November 2020.
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Guyanese named as Senator in
WBAF Grand Assembly
THE World Business Angels Investment Forum (WBAF) Board of Directors, on April 25, unanimously named
Miranda Thakur-Deen as the senator
representing Guyana in its Grand Assembly.
According to a media release from
WBAF – an affiliated partner of the G20
Global Partnership for Financial Inclusion (GPFI), Thakur-Deen, who is a Senior Managing Partner at Atlantic
Ventures Holding Inc., was chosen after
being recognised as an influential person
in global early-stage investment markets.
The inclusion of Guyana in WBAF

provides a wide range of opportunities
for Guyana’s start-ups, scale-ups, and
high-growth businesses, and opens doors
for economic development. Guyana is
now more connected with global investment markets.
As a direct spin-off benefit of
Guyana’s inclusion in the forum, local
angel investors, incubation centres, accelerators, private equity funds, co-investment funds, technology parks,
corporate ventures and aspiring entrepreneurs will have more opportunities to
connect with global leaders in the same
field.
The World Business Angels Invest-

Miranda Thakur-Deen

ment Forum facilitates global collaboration to empower the economic development of the world by fostering
innovative financial instruments for
start-ups, scale-ups, innovators, entrepreneurs, and small and medium enterprises as well as promoting gender
equality and women’s participation in all
sectors of the world economy.
The forum interacts with leaders in
all areas of society, first and foremost in
business and political spheres, to help assess needs and establish goals, bearing
in mind that the public interest is of paramount importance. It engages a wide
range of institutions – public and private,
local and international, commercial and
academic – to help shape the global
agenda.
“As an affiliated partner of the G20
Global Partnerships for Financial Inclusion (GPFI), the WBAF supports startups,
develops
entrepreneurial
ecosystems, and helps venture capital
and companies connect with international companies, fintech, and other relevant institutions. We are confident
about our contribution to the economic
development of the country by facilitating connections with entrepreneurial
ecosystems. We strongly believe that
Guyana will soon become a country that
can foster the development of its economy in a more entrepreneurial atmosphere,” Baybars Altuntas, Chairman of
the WBAF Board of Directors said.
WBAF accomplishes its mission
through various parties and channels.
These include 138 high commissioners,
senators, and international partners from
79 countries; seven country offices on
five continents; the WBAF Business
School and its more than 50 faculty
members from 32 countries; and five international working committees.
Additionally, WBAF has an angel
investment fund, partnerships with 12
global institutions, and economic cooperation agreements with five governments.
The WBAF World Congress, held
in February of each year, hosts at least
five summits and numerous other events,
including a Global Fundraising Stage
and a World Excellence Awards ceremony. WBAF also boasts a number of
publications, among which are the
WBAF Business School Journal, WorldClass Startup Magazine, and Angel Investor Review Online.
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Guyana President calls for
‘meaningful’ apology over slavery
GUYANA’S President has called
for an apology from the UK over its role
in the transatlantic slave trade, after
meeting Prime Minister Boris Johnson.
Speaking to Sky News, Irfaan Ali
explained that a decision calling for
reparations over “one of the greatest
atrocities in human history” must be
taken by all Caribbean nations.
“That suffering was not only immense, it was generational, and a lot of
wealth was derived from the suffering,”
President Ali said.
His comments come after the Earl
and Countess of Wessex visited the
Caribbean, where they faced anti-colonial protesters who demanded apologies
and reparations for the UK’s participation in the slave trade.
Although politicians and royals
have acknowledged the “atrocities,”
they have yet to apologise.
President Ali said this needs to be
addressed and he believes “the conversation is getting closer to an apology.”
“Not a simple apology, it has to
have great depth and meaning. But in
my view and looking at the last announcements, I think they’re heading
closer to that position,” he said.
The President explained that his
optimism comes from the continued
work of CARICOM, an intergovernmental organisation that represents the
interests of the Caribbean — as well as
collectively calling for reparations.
“We have established a committee
in the region itself that is looking at this,
because we understand that the region
needs to have a common position,” he
said.
He added that it’s better if the
Caribbean countries unite in order to
“advance the process.”
By the end of the Wessex tour, Antigua and Barbuda as well as Saint Kitts
and Nevis declared their intention to distance themselves from the British
monarchy.
It comes as Jamaica and Belize expressed a similar interest when the Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge visited a few
weeks before.
Guyana was among one of the first
Caribbean countries to become a republic in the 1970s, and Mr Ali said sometimes change is for the best.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

The two leaders previously met at the climate summit, COP26

“The colonial past is part of the history now that makes up these countries,
all our countries. We cannot distance
ourselves from history,” he said.
He added that more countries are
“moving to republicanism to demonstrate their full independence” and deciding to “walk on a new path”.
However, President Ali explained
that the intention is not to completely cut
all ties — but to be treated as “equals.”
In the future, he said he wants a
“stronger relationship” between CARICOM and the UK, and hopes Britain
will pay more attention by “working
with the small-island developing states.”
“There is a recognition that there

needs to be a re-set of the relationship in
a way that gives more prominence to the
Caribbean, Guyana, and the UK,” he
said. “And that is happening, that is a
work in progress.”
While relations between some
Caribbean countries and the UK have
come under strain, Mr Ali is still hoping
to strengthen his partnership with the
UK.
Earlier this week, the President met
Boris Johnson to discuss ways in which
the UK can invest in his country.
He explained that despite recently
discovering huge amounts of offshore
gas and oil, investment in the country is
vital.

“Revenues from oil and gas are not
transformational if it is not utilised to
create transformation, and the transformation we want to create must begin
with the people,” the President said.
He explained that Guyana’s economy should become multifaceted, and
thinks this is where UK investment may
come in.
“The transformation that’s taking
place in Guyana requires a lot of investment, it requires a lot of new technology,
and the UK has now been dynamically
pursuing those opportunities,” President
Ali explained.
He described the meeting held with
Mr Johnson as “excellent.”
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National Oil Company will seek the
people’s interests ﬁrst: Jagdeo
VICE-PRESIDENT, Dr Bharrat
Jagdeo, on Friday, said that the government will make a decision on whether
to establish a National Oil Company,
based on what is in the best interest of
citizens.
He made these remarks at a recent
press conference at the Office of the
President and noted an article which reportedly stated that the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) had advised
against going this route.
He said while those in authority listen to advice from these organisations,
the only decision that will be made will
be one that is best for the country and its
people.
“Often the IMF doesn’t look out
for our people and I make this clear, the
IMF has a different mandate; they were
set up, designed as an institution to deal
with balance of payment problems
around the world when they were set up.
They’re not a development institution,
they don’t even have expertise in oil and
gas,” he said.
Jagdeo noted, too, that the government has made it clear that no foreign
company will enjoy getting allocations

Bharrat Jagdeo talks about the establishment of a National Oil Company

of oil blocks offshore or onshore
Guyana prior to oil being found as was
done previously.
He said the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) has been debating
since in opposition the possibility of taking the remaining oil blocks offshore
and onshore and putting same into a
company. As it is currently, he noted that
the government is trying to navigate a
number of variables before a decision is

made.
It is possible that a decision can be
made later in the year, he said and told
reporters that in September, the authorities will decide what will be done with
the other offshore blocks and at a later
time decide on what will be done in relation to exploring onshore oil blocks.
During the country’s International
Energy Conference in February, Dr
Jagdeo had said that the government

was yet to make a decision on whether
the blocks will be utilised for the establishment of a national oil company or
tendered for independent oil and gas explorations.
At that time, he noted too that the
idea for a national oil company was still
active as several “large operators” had
submitted expressions of interest to
partner with the government for the establishment of such a company here.
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Climate change: G20 must take charge
Guyana’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,
Hugh Todd, says the mitigation of climate change and improvement of the
global environment should be dealt with
at the multilateral level with heavier responsibility being placed on G20
economies that largely benefitted from
economic globalization.
Climate change is the most critical
global environmental problem of our
time and the single greatest challenge
facing environmental regulators. It is a
growing crisis with economic, health and
safety, food production, security, and
other dimensions. If global warming
continues, Guyana’s low-lying coastlands and their entire infrastructure, settlements, and agriculture stand to be
devastated by sea-level rise and extreme
weather events.
Minister Todd at India’s Raisina Dialogue 2022, which was held from 25-27
April, 2022 in New Delhi, India, stated
that small countries and economies such
as Guyana, were burdened with many
challenges after gaining independence
and they were left to catch up with the
world, while the world would have
moved on, a challenge which these
economies had to work to overcome.
With this in mind, Minister Todd
stated that he believes that these states
should fetch a lighter load as it relates to

Hugh Todd, along with Minister of External Affairs of India Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar

their shared responsibility as it relates to
climate-change strategies.
He said that the G20 countries are
the primary beneficiaries of economic
globalization and they are the ones who
have been responsible for the plight of
the global environment.
He noted that the issue affecting the
global environment should be dealt with
at the multilateral level with those coun-

tries who are largely responsible.
Minister Todd highlighted the benefits of Guyana’s Low Carbon Development Strategy 2030, stating that the
policy seeks to build a platform for the
economy of the future, a low-carbon
economy, where the country’s worldclass forests, biodiversity, water, and marine resources are valued for the vital
contribution they make to the health of

the planet.
Guyana’s forest in its current state
stores about 21.8 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide, which, if cut down, would
release all of that gas into the atmosphere, causing further harm to the environment. Over the past few years,
Guyana has kept these forests intact, cutting down less than 0.005 per cent of the
trees.
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Ali in Eid message: Guyana is
the epicentre of tolerance
PRESIDENT, Dr Irfaan Ali has described Guyana as the epicentre of tolerance that demonstrates unity in diversity.
He said that Guyanese are humble,
tolerant and strong and united in their
quest for peace and that the country is
one “in which all of us are ready and
willing to embrace development and the
upliftment of humanity.”
The President, who took part in several activities on Monday’s Eid-ul-Fitr
celebrations, culminated the day’s events
with a specially organised dinner for
members of the religious community,
representatives of the diplomatic corps
and members of his Cabinet at State
House.
During his brief speech, he spoke of
his government’s development plans and
drive to pursue its ‘One Guyana’ agenda.
“Our only desire [and] that of the
government is for the upliftment of all
the people of the country. It is to ensure
that we implement programmes and policies that will enhance humanity, that will
bring people together—that will create
love among each other.”
The President also spoke of humanity at the Eid Prayer held at the Muslim
Youth Organisation (MYO) ground earlier in the day, where he described Ramadan as a tool to promote humility,
sacrifice, love and respect.
He said that all of humanity is the
same in the eyes of God Almighty, regardless of wealth or status.
After the prayer session at MYO in
Georgetown, the President headed to
Leonora, on the West Coast of Demerara,
to take part in a similar activity where he

President, Dr Irfaan Ali with a guest at the dinner at State House

spoke of love, family, and equality.
The Head of State then led scores of
residents to several Muslim homes in the

community to participate in traditional
house-to-house visits to indulge in sweet
treats.

He also opened his home in
Leonora for a similar activity. (Office of
the President)

Republic Bank rakes in $1.8B in proﬁts
IMPROVEMENT in Guyana’s
economic environment has significantly
benefited Republic Bank Guyana Limited, which has recorded an after-tax
profit of $1.8 billion at the close of the
first half of the financial year in March.
Chairman of the bank’s Board of
Directors, Nigel Baptiste, said that the
profit recorded by the bank reflects an
increase of $173 million or 10 per cent,
when compared with the corresponding
period last year.
“[This is] primarily as a result of
improvement in Guyana’s economic environment as recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic continued and investments in the country’s oil and gas
sector gathered pace,” Baptiste said in
the bank’s unaudited half-year financial
report.
In addition to its profits, the bank’s
assets grew by $23 billion or 10.5 per
cent and customers’ deposits grew by

$22 billion or 11.5 per cent year on
year.
As a result of this improved performance, an interim dividend of $1.40
per stock unit, 40 per cent more than the
interim dividend of $1.00 per stock unit
was paid last year, was approved.
“As we enter the second half of the
fiscal year, the bank remains optimistic
that economic developments and successful execution of projects in key sectors will serve as catalysts for further
improvement,” Baptiste said.
It was reported that Guyana’s
economy, driven by increased production, its burgeoning oil and gas sector
and projected improvements in the performances of traditional mining and
construction, is on course to growing by
47.5 per cent and 7.7 per cent in the
non-oil economy in 2022.
This economic performance will
follow growth rates of 19.9 per cent and

4.6 per cent recorded at the end of 2021,
despite the persistence of COVID-19, as
well as the impact of floods. With this
rate of overall growth, Guyana is likely
to be amongst the fastest-growing
economies worldwide in 2021.
“The very creditable performance
of the non-oil productive sector reflects
the delicate and dynamic policy balance
struck between aggressive containment
of COVID-19 on the one hand and
phased reopening of the economy on
the other hand,” Senior Minister in the
Office of the President with responsibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh, had
said during his presentation of Budget
2022, in February.
He also credited the performance
in 2021 to prompt and proactive floodmitigation measures, which helped limit
the fallout in the agricultural sector and
supported the sector in resuming activity in the shortest possible time.

Additionally, the service sector
recorded extraordinarily strong performances in response to a policy
framework that has stimulated historic
levels of demand for services and facilitated a commensurate response on the
supply side.
Based on Budget 2022, the government intends to maintain and even enhance its approach to stimulating
growth in various economic sectors.
Moving ahead, growth this year
would be primarily driven by ExxonMobil’s second floating production storage and offloading (FPSO) vessel, the
Liza Unity.
Outside of oil, non-oil growth this
year is expected to be driven mainly by
rebounds in rice- growing and gold
mining, and continued expansion in
construction activity and wholesale and
retail trade and repairs.
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Jagdeo: Four-fold path to
economic transformation
IN order to solidify the foundation
of Guyana’s economy and enhance the
overall well-being and welfare of every
Guyanese, the government is crafting a
framework for development that will be
sustained through prudent and effective
investment of oil funds into education,
health, infrastructure and the non-oil
sectors.
Unlike the agenda of the former
administration, especially as regards expenditure of the immense returns that
will accrue to Guyana from its oil-andgas sector, Dr Jagdeo said the intention
of the incumbent is to craft a framework
for the future which will see more proceeds from the petroleum industry going
towards Guyanese.
“… we have to spend the money to
build the future, that is why we have
made it clear in our manifesto when we
campaigned between 2015 and 2020,
that money will be spent on education,
health care, infrastructure and assistance
to non-oil industries,” the Vice-President told residents of Region Six during
a recent Cabinet outreach.
Those are the four areas that will
attract the ‘bulk of the resources’ and are
part of a broader plan to ensure that
Guyana’s economy continues to thrive
long after oil resources would have been
exhausted.
It was reported that returns from
the sector are expected to catapult
Guyana to the ranks of wealthiest countries in the Western Hemisphere,
thereby increasing the government’s fiscal space to invest in initiatives geared
at expanding the economy and improving the overall welfare of citizens.
“Guyana is now poised to be one
of the wealthiest countries in the hemisphere; we intend to employ the gains
from exploiting these deposits into initiatives geared at expanding the economy, improving competitiveness, giving
people the best social services, increasing productivity, enhancing food production, and building new sectors,”
President Dr. Irfaan Ali had said in his
keynote address during a virtual faculty
workshop on the microeconomics of
competitiveness hosted by the Harvard
Business School.
In painting a vivid image of what
is expected of the oil-and-gas sector in
the near term, Dr.Ali said that by 2025,
operating cash flow, based on total investment, is expected to reach US$3.5
billion.
As it is now, Guyana has
US$719,713,039 in its Natural Resources Fund (NRF) at the US Federal
Reserve Bank.
The government, since being
elected to office in 2020, has only this
year, budgeted to utilise some of those
funds. Its landmark $552 billion budget,
which is 44.3 per cent larger than
Budget 2021, includes roughly $126.7

Guyana Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo

billion from the NRF.
This decision was taken by the
government only after the enactment of
a new and strengthened legislative
framework governing the 2021 Natural
Resources Fund (NRF) Act.
“We have come up with a simple,
transparent formula for transferring
money from the Natural Resources
Fund to the budget, and we have outlined the four areas in which we would
utilise this money,” Dr. Jagdeo told the
business community in Region Six.
Despite not utilising any of the oil
funds, the government has still been
able to initiate the process of strengthening the four pillars of development,
according to the Vice-President.
On the topic of education, the government has increased the education
cash grant from $15,000 to $25,000 and
the uniform voucher from $4,000 to
$5,000. This initiative benefits each
school-aged child from both the public
and private school systems.
The overarching objective, according to Dr Jagdeo, is to increase the education cash grant to $50,000 per month
within five years.
Further, the government plans to
award some 20,000 online scholarships

to persons through the Guyana Online
Academy of Learning (GOAL). And of
this amount, 6,000 were already
awarded and 500 of those beneficiaries
are from Region Six.
President Dr. Irfaan Ali recently
unveiled a billboard of the $2 billion
Suddie Hospital, Essequibo Coast, Region Two
Additionally, for those persons
who cannot get into the programme,
there is a three-month course that, once
completed, would afford persons entry
into either a tertiary-level programme or
a specialised technical programme.
This, Dr Jagdeo said, is all part of
a plan to equip Guyanese with the
knowledge and technical expertise to
meet the skills demand Guyana will
need in the near future.
“If we educate our people, whether
in oil and gas or another area, they
would be able to earn more and we
would equip them to work in any industry,” the Vice-President said.
To achieve this goal, the government will also be transforming the Port
Mourant Training Centre into a national
institute for oil and gas and hospitality.
All those programmes are supplemented by the Local Content Act that

came into effect in December 2021.
The new law earmarks 40 sectors
or services and stipulates a minimum
percentage of the total value of expenditure on those services that oil companies and their sub-contractors must
procure from Guyanese suppliers.
In essence, this law creates a foundation for Guyanese to complete the
various technical and academic programmes and acquire a job with little to
no hassle.
Aside from job security, the government intends to establish the ideal
conditions for business, especially manufacturing, and decrease the general cost
of living by investing in an energy mix
that will reduce the cost of electricity by
approximately 50 per cent.
Specifically, this would be
achieved through the Gas-to-Energy
Project, the Amaila Falls Hydropower
Project and the establishment of solar
farms across Guyana.
Other transformational projects are
also in the pipeline and those include the
construction of several hospitals and diagnostic centres and the construction
and enhancement of roads and bridges,
among others.
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LEISURE INN SUITES APARTMENTS
Looking for somewhere to stay in Guyana? We have the best accommodations and service. Available for long and short term
rentals, all units furnished and equipped for self catering

17 Delph street, Campbellville Georgetown, Guyana,
South America. Tel: 592- 226- 8990
LeisureInn@yahoo.com

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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ExxonMobil’s Uaru expected to produce up to 250,000 barrels per day
OIL production offshore Guyana is
slated for another boost in the near future
as ExxonMobil moves ahead with plans
for its fifth development project in the
Stabroek Block, Uaru, which is expected
to produce up to 250,000 barrels of oil
per day.
The company, through its local subsidiary Esso Exploration and Production
Guyana Limited (EEPGL), has submitted a proposal for that project to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
which will assess the document and
grant environmental authorization, once
the requisite criteria are satisfied.
According to the proposal seen by
the Guyana Chronicle, the project will
develop the Uaru, Mako and additional
resources, if determined to be feasible
and economically viable.
“Uaru Development Project will be
designed to add up to 250,000 barrels of
oil a day to existing daily production volumes in Guyana with the associated additional revenues to the Government of
Guyana, while continuing a steady expansion of opportunities for Guyanese to
participate in the petroleum industry,”
the company said in its proposal.
Like the other Stabroek Block projects, the Uaru Development Project will
involve drilling of production wells; installation, commissioning and operations
of subsea umbilicals, risers and flowlines
(SURF) and a floating production, storage, and offloading vessel (FPSO) for
handling and offloading of produced hydrocarbons.
The project, according to ExxonMobil, will utilise marine support vessels as well as onshore infrastructure
including but not limited to shore bases,
warehouses, storage and pipe yards, fabrication facilities, fuel supply facilities
and waste management facilities in
Guyana.
Such infrastructure will be used to
support the drilling, installation, production and decommissioning operations of
Uaru project.
The company will drill approximately 40-76 wells offshore to support
extraction of the oil from below the sea
floor.
During peak production, approximately every four days, the oil will be
pumped from the FPSO to a conventional oil tanker, which is owned/operated by third parties. The tanker will then
export the oil to buyers.
At peak, EEPGL will utilise ap-

One of Exxon’s oil rigs in Guyana’s waters

proximately 1,200 personnel offshore
during the stage where the wells are
being drilled and the offshore oil production facilities are being installed. This
number, the company said, will decrease
to less than 200 personnel during the
production phase.
As stated in the proposal: “EEPGL
is committed to conducting business in a
manner that is compatible with the environmental and economic needs of the
communities in which it operates and
that protects the safety, security, and
health of its employees, those involved
with its operations, its customers, and the
public.”
The Uaru project will be designed
to demonstrate continuous improvement
in environmental performance, the company said, adding that it strives to make
improvements in environmental performance through emissions controls,
technology enhancements and process
improvements.
The company plans to incorporate
the lessons learned from the commissioning and operation of previous
Stabroek projects into future projects, including Uaru.
ExxonMobil, as it is now, has four
sanctioned projects offshore Guyana. Of
those, Liza Phase One is producing ap-

proximately 130,000 barrels per day,
using the Liza Destiny floating production storage and offloading (FPSO) vessel, while the Liza Phase Two, which
started production in February, is
steadily ramping up to its capacity of
220,000 barrels per day, using the Liza
Unity FPSO vessel.
The third project, Payara, is expected to produce 220,000 barrels per
day; construction on its production vessel, the Prosperity FPSO, is running approximately five months ahead of
schedule, with start-up likely before
year-end 2023.
The fourth project, Yellowtail, is

expected to produce 250,000 barrels per
day when the One Guyana FPSO comes
on stream in 2025.
“These projects will bring huge
benefits to Guyana,” President of ExxonMobil Guyana, Alistair Routledge, said
during a brief interview released by
ExxonMobil.
It was reported that returns from the
sector are expected to catapult Guyana
to the ranks of wealthiest countries in the
Western Hemisphere, thereby increasing
the government’s fiscal space to invest
in initiatives geared at expanding the
economy, and improving the overall welfare of citizens.
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Urfi Javed: constant bullying and threats

Urﬁ Javed says she gets rape
threats because of fashion choices
Bigg Boss OTT fame Urfi Javed is often in
limelight for her unconventional fashion choices.
She is known to create her outfits and looks from
scratch. Recently, the bold fashionista slammed a
fashion page on Instagram for 'constantly making
fun' of her. The page compared Urfi's safety pin
dress with Olivia Rodrigo's dress and asked their
readers whose style they preferred.
Lashing out at the page, Urfi shared an Instagram story. She wrote, "You guys are shi*! These
guys have constantly been making fun of me, writing bad shi* but look at the caption at their own influencers, telling them what fashion queens they
are! but it's ok you can keep using my name for engagement!"

In yet another story, Urfi opened up about receiving death and rape threats from troller. "The
constant bullying, trolling sometimes makes me go
crazy. I cry, I cry a lot but I guess life goes on. You
just gotta do you, those who don’t understand you
shouldn’t even matter! Usually I’m ok but today is
a very rare day where I feel like giving up .It does
get me at times! The hate, the abuses, the trolls, the
bullying, rape threats, death threats, what not," she
added.
After sharing the stories, she deleted them.
Urfi is known for acting in shows like Bade
Bhaiyya Ki Dulhania, Bepannaah, Chandra Nandini and many others.

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
416-759-2359
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Overseas-based group in US$10M
investment pitch for No.63 beach
A group of overseas-based businessmen have signalled their intention to
invest millions into the restoration and
enhancement of the No.63 Beach located
on the Upper Corentyne.
Two of the intended investors, Mr.
Verman Bedessee, Chairman of the Bedessee Group of Companies and Kevin
Thorpe, Managing Director at Khonner
Glory Ltd., met with the Central Corentyne Chamber of Commerce on Tuesday
to discuss their proposal.
Bedessee who has companies in the
United States and Canada said that there
are four groups of intended investors together with himself, interested in making
the project a reality with an estimated
initial investment of US$10 Million.
However, for this to happen, they are
proposing a 100% lease to the beach
stretching from No.57 to No.64 Villages.
In a proposal seen by this publication, the businessmen are also proposing
that the government of Guyana provides
maps of boundaries for Suriname and
Guyana, maps of sea defence reserves
and privately-owned lands. They are also
asking the government to fix roads “to a
certain extent”, install lighting “at certain points”, provide a budget for solar
lighting, approve a dumpsite, approve an
incinerator and approve the collection of
tolls for any automobile, motorcycle,
cars, vans, trucks, trailers and tractors.
Pedestrians walking in and cyclists will
be exempted from paying the toll.
According to Bedessee, the aim is
to “bring it to a modernised American
style beach, clean it up etc. No.63 beach
is one of the biggest beaches that have
been unattended since I left Guyana, so
it’s long overdue to have a good beach
to go on. ”He stated that, investors are
willing to spend their money to bring the
beach up to the standard of “American
and Canadian beaches.”
“We have multiple investors that
will do various things, we have four
groups of investors that have hundreds
of millions of US dollars, but it depends
on which one the government is going to
give us in the sense of exclusiveness to
the beach”, Bedessee said. With regards
to wanting exclusivity to the beach, Bedessee reasoned that, “if we don’t have
exclusiveness how can we invest that
money, the government is not paying for
anything so we have to make money
from what we put into there at the beach

No 63 Beach: popular with locals and visitors

if it’s restaurants and accommodations,
so whatever we put in there, that pays
back for the renovations of the beach to
bring it up to scale, and then to maintain
the beach, cleaning, security, solar, 24
hrs. a day, when the water comes up you
don’t have to leave, we are looking to
maintain the beach throughout the night,
you can leave when you please.“
The investors, if granted the opportunity, want to construct parking lots, a
children’s playground, a garden for
décor, a wooden/concrete boardwalk,
lifeguard stations, CCTV monitoring,
hotels, restaurants and an entertainment
area among other things. The revenues
they said will be generated from toll
booths that will be placed at strategic
points, from accommodations, the
restaurants, shows and events, rental

spots, gift shops, swimwear and beach
amenities outlets along with a fun park
and vehicle towing service for when vehicles get stuck in the sand.
In September of last year, the First
Lady of Guyana Arya Ali, through her
National Beautification Project visited
the No.63 Beach entrance and earmarked a section to be converted into a
space for parking, a play area for children, vending space, washroom facilities
and more. The 300 by 300 piece of land
was cleared but since then, there has
been no work done on the area.
Bedessee however, is saying that
such a project will not be in the way of
what they are proposing, he said, “whatever I saw in the little picture was just a
little diagram, it’s just a little tiny, I’m
guessing 300 or 500 ft., but we are talk-

ing the entire beach. That project with
the First Lady is okay, we are not taking
exclusive on that, whatever they are
doing as a government is fine but if we
are to go further, nothing has to come
from them that will remain there, everything new has to come through us.”
The businessman said that while he
has made efforts in the past (2018-2020)
to engage officials about the proposed
project, there has been no positive outcome. He added that he met with several
members of parliament, the Minister responsible for Tourism and regional officials of Region Six under the previous
administration but there was “no response in a positive way.” He added that
through Gobin Harbhajan, a community
and animal rights activist, the meeting
with the CCCC was possible.
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New company to audit oil expenses
in a matter of weeks -VP Jagdeo
In a matter of weeks, a new company is expected to commence auditing
the expenses incurred in the development of the country’s oil wealth. This
was the update provided by Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo when he held a
press conference at the Office of the
President (OP) on Friday.
Guyana has a contractual two-year
timeline to ensure the audit of expenses
is handed down by oil partners operating
in its offshore Stabroek Block. Guyana
has been hit with some delay in assessing the fairness of these development
sums, attributed to a lack of capacity by
local companies to ensure the relevant
checks and balances.
Vice President Jagdeo told media
operatives that given the available information, Guyana is expected to commence auditing of the 2017 to 2020 oil
related expenses as soon as the new
company is chosen to undertake the
work.
Originally, Jagdeo explained,
Guyana had completed an initial oil expense audit up to 2017, following which
the government registered some issues
regarding the expenditure. While he
opted not to give details, the Vice President informed that there is now an active

process pursuing those expenditure disagreements.
Subsequently, tenders were requested with an expressed desire by the
government to have a local group involved in the handling of future audits.
The VP noted that while further details
on the selection process could be sought
from the Natural Resource Ministry, he
is aware that the negotiations have been
completed. “So, in a matter of weeks the
new company will start the audit that
will go from 2017 to 2020.”
Additionally, the Guyana Revenue
Authority (GRA) will be receiving funding to upgrade their capabilities outside
of that which examines the fairness of
the oil expenditures. “We also have to
have expertise to do an audit in GRA to
see that on the tax side Exxon is complying,” Jagdeo stated.
He continued by stating that there
are issues that the government is addressing in relation to the oil partners.
An example he offered, was that Guyana
had to refuse ExxonMobil’s request to
get government’s permission to “bring
basically an unlimited amount of vehicles.” To this, the government said no,
Jagdeo informed, adding that the related
service must be procured from

Bharrat Jagdeo

Guyanese.
VP Jagdeo also informed that
moves are being made to improve the
national auditing capacity. He said he
has asked Finance Minister, Ashni
Singh, “to meet with the insurance association (sic) so that we can fund training
for all the members; accountants and auditors – that government is willing to pay
for all the training and upgrade through
the association working with the ministry so that we can upgrade national ca-

pabilities.”
On another note, VP Jagdeo was
asked about performance audits that will
ensure value for money with major projects. With more money from the oil and
gas sector and a wider scope for investment and developmental projects,
among others, questions have been
asked about Guyana earnestly working
to ensure the stated benefits and returns
are derived from the various investments.
This is where the Auditor General
comes in and that agency, Jagdeo added,
has been trying to build capacity in ensuring performance audits. The performance audits, as highlighted by some
commentators will ensure that Guyana
does not invest large sums of money into
projects – such as the Amaila Falls
Hydro project, the fibre optic cable project and the Skeldon Moderisation project, among others – and not receive
value for money. “So when they (Auditor General agents) go (to check the
books) they just don’t do the financial
audit, they can do performance audits.”
The VP informed that there is overall, “a strong process of building national
capabilities.” He said that the GRA is
building capacity.

CRIME & COURTS

Man admits killing wife, buries her in shallow grave
Days after killing her and burying
her body in a shallow grave opposite
their home, a 55-year-old labourer confessed to police that he committed the
heinous act on April, 22, 2022.
Avenamen Permaul called Terry
has reportedly confessed to killing his
wife, Waynumattie Permaul
In police custody is Avemanen
‘Terry’ Permaul of Lot 33 Kilcoy/Chesney, Corentyne, Berbice. He was arrested for murdering his wife of over 30
years, Waynumattie Permaul called
‘Dataley’, a 53-year-old housewife of
the same address. The couple shared
four children including professional
cricketer, Veersammy Permaul.
Permaul told police that he had
beaten and choked his wife until she
was unconscious and then wrapped her
lifeless body in a bedspread. After this,
the man said that he walked over to an
empty lot, opposite their home, located
some 100 yards away, dug a hole, then
returned to the house and dragged the
body into the hole and covered it with

dirt before returning home.
As news broke of the gruesome
discovery, neighbours and relatives
were flabbergasted at the events surrounding the death of the woman.
Kaieteur News was told that the
son of the couple, Veersammy Permaul,
reported to police on April 28, 2022
that his mother had gone missing on
April 22, 2022. He said it was unusual
for her to leave without informing him
or his other siblings but that they did
not suspect the worst at the time.
Police immediately launched a
probe and visited the home of the couple. There, the bottom flat was identified as the dwelling house of the
woman while the husband stayed in the
upper flat. As police searched the bottom flat, bloodstains were seen on the
floor tiles and on the inside area of the
front door. There were also bloodstains
in front of the bedroom door, the foot
of the bed and on the floor tiles in the
bedroom. Police immediately arrested
the husband and took him in for ques-

tioning.
Under interrogation, the man told
police that they were living separately
in the house for two years now because
they had “personal issues”. However,
on April 22, 2022, at around 18:00 hrs,
the husband said he was in the yard, in
proximity to the victim’s bedroom
when he overheard a conversation she
was having with a male on her cellular
phone. The details of the conversation
immediately sent him into a state of
rage, and he said he confronted the
woman.
It was then that an intense argument erupted between the two and he
started to beat and choke the woman
until she passed out. The man said that
he grabbed the bedsheet from her bed
and wrapped her body in it and left her
there until it was dark. Shortly after, he
went about digging a shallow grave and
dumping the body.
Following the shocking confession, the accused, led police ranks to
the area where he buried the woman’s

body.
Henry said that around 20:00hrs
on Thursday, while she was in her
home located next to the empty lot, she
heard vehicles moving outside. Peeking
to see what was going on, she said she
saw police and other persons walking
over to the empty lot and they appeared
to be searching for something. After
sometime, the search was abandoned
and they left but returned around
22:30hrs and continued the search
again.
“I don’t know if they didn’t observe anything and they left and come
back minutes after one o’ clock but the
sound again made me wake up and
when I look out, I saw police and more
vehicles and I decided to come out on
my landing,” she recounted.
According to the woman, after
about an hour, she observed that the police ranks were pointing flashlights in
one location and it was then that she
heard one of them shouting, “the lady
hay, the lady hay.”
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Ali calls for better working relations between CARICOM and the US
Guyana President Irfaan Ali last
week called for a better working relationship between the United States of
America and the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), especially in understanding and respecting the policies of the Region.
In a virtual discussion with the Vice
President of the USA, Her Excellency
Kamala Harris, the Guyanese Head of
State spoke about the “strong and
strengthened relationship” between the
US and Guyana, but he also called for
more trust and better coordination at
both the country-to-country level and
between the US and CARICOM. “There
is an absolute need for the building of
trust—trust in our policy formulation,
and trust and predictability in what we
do; trust in the partnership that we seek
to endeavour and this trust, I think, must
lead to an institutional arrangement, outside of the annual meeting that will
allow us to address some very key issues—energy and climate change being
two of them.”
The President joined the Prime
Minister of Barbados, the Honourable
Mia Mottley in Bridgetown for the virtual meeting, where he also called for
the need to address international taxation
policies, the future direction of those
policies and the possibility of their severe impact on the Region’s economies.
“Many of our countries are facing a disproportionate application of international regulation and laws.”
President Ali also spoke extensively on climate change and fossil
fuels. He said that while the world is
heading in the direction of reducing its
dependence on fossil fuels, locking out
new suppliers can create a monopoly for
those who are currently involved in the
oil industry. “The question is, if you’re
locking out new suppliers, it is to whose

A snapshot of the Zoom meeting between Caricom and US officials

advantage? We can be very well creating
a monopoly for those who are already in
the business, who have already extracted
this natural resource and developed their
own jurisdiction.”
He said that this is an issue that requires an “in-depth conversation” and
that the region “must be part of that conversation in defining this policy going
forward”. The President also spoke
about Guyana’s standing forest, which
stores 19.5 gigatonnes of carbon and is
worth US$500b. He said that the annual
revenue the country should receive from

carbon credits stands at US$200m. On
the matter of climate change, adaptation
and mitigation, the President explained
that forested countries, such as Guyana,
are not prioritised. He said that Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom Boris
Johnson assured him this week that “he
is spearheading an effort” to ensure that
standing forests become a priority. “I
think this need also to be on the [US]
agenda.”
The issue of climate change, according to President Ali, requires
stronger conversations, especially when

it comes to financial pledges from developed nations. The President also spoke
about energy sustainability, food security and regional security and about the
bolstered relationship between Guyana
and the US. “The US is playing a major
role in the development of our energy
sector from the private sector’s perspective and I must say, at the diplomatic
level, the representation locally has also
helped us.” President Ali stopped in Barbados while returning to Guyana from a
four-day visit to the United Kingdom.

Two feared dead after tugboat capsizes in Canje
Two persons are missing and feared dead after
the vessel they were in capsized in the Canje Creek on
Friday night. Missing and feared dead are Shellon
Williamson, a mother of three who resided at Mai Mai
Dam, Angoy’s Avenue, New Amsterdam, and Richard
John of Edinburgh, East Bank Berbice.
According to Regional Commander, Boodnarine
Persaud, the incident occurred at approximately
20:45hrs on Friday and the two persons were trapped
under the tugboat when it capsized in the creek. He
confirmed that the coast guards have since launched a
search for the missing persons.
The captain of the vessel, who is also the brother
of the missing man, Dennis John told media operatives
that his brother had gone out to buy chicken and he
had just returned to the boat while he was cooking.
Williamson, he said, had gone below the shed of
the boat and in a matter of 15 minutes, she called out
to them saying that there was water entering the vessel
and that there was a huge hole in it. He said he jumped

down and the water was already at his knee, his
brother then jumped in and was trying to get the water
out but the vessel leaned and capsized, trapping all
three of them underneath.
As they all struggled to free themselves, John
said he swam up and his brother was right behind him.
But the water was rough, he recalled, adding that when
he surfaced he did not see his brother nor Williamson
and he decided to swim back down in an effort to save
them.
John said when he got back underneath the boat
and tried to open the door, a mattress was preventing
it from opening.
However, after he managed to get that out of the
way, the door was again stuck and at that point, he
could not get in. He said he swam up back and ventured out for help and filed a report with the police.
Shortly after, police and coast guard ranks returned to search for the missing persons but they were
nowhere to be found. The search continues.

Feared dead, Richard John
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Baby left abandoned in crib after
mother brutally murdered
Relatives of a six-month-old girl in
the usually quiet community of Hurlock
on the outskirts of Montego Bay, Jamaica can only imagine what the last 36
hours had been like for her.
The child’s grandmother, Deedrian
O’Connor, found her in her crib on
Monday, roasting with fever. A few
steps away, throat slashed, was the already decomposing body of the child’s
mother, 20-year-old Christie McBean.
The last time relatives and friends
had heard from McBean was just before
10:00 pm on Saturday. That timeline,
coupled with the condition of her body,
has led to the theory that she was killed
that night.
Calls to the call centre worker’s
phone went unanswered all day Sunday,
so before setting off for work her mother
went in search of her about 6:30 am on
Monday.
O’Connor was too shaken to speak
so her other daughter, Chrisa McBean,
spoke about the moment their lives
changed forever.
“Because… she a call her and nah
get her, she mussi knock the door and
when she look at the side she see seh the
bolt nuh go through. She hold on pon
the top and draw it till it open up and
when she look, a she she see lie down
with the pool of blood up here so,” she
said, pointing to her throat.
Her sister’s nose, she added, was
bloodied, as was a pillow in the room.

“The child was in the crib a roast
wid fever, a six-month-old baby. The
nanny who usually take care of the baby
when she gone a work, she carry the
baby go doctor,” she added.
The child received medical care,
was fed, and appears to be doing well
considering the circumstances.
As Chrisa McBean struggled to
make sense of her sister’s death, it became clear that grief is an emotion that
is all too familiar for the family.
“Mi father just dead five years ago
— them murder him and she was there;
she probably woulda dead from them
time deh. Five year come ketch up on
her, she dead in the next five years. I
don’t know how to tell you how I feel,”
she said.
Chrisa McBean’s grandmother,
Marcia Miller, had no problem expressing herself. She had harsh words for
anyone responsible for Christie
McBean’s death.
“Mi know seh the Bible speak
about these last days with critical times
hard to deal with and that men’s heart
will be desperately wicked. But to see a
mother with a baby that cyaan help himself and you kill har and lef’ the baby
and the dead body in there, it’s beyond
inhumane,” she said.
“Mi know seh things happen to
people and you hear it but to come and
be in it, it’s more than you can think
about,” she lamented, her voice thick

Killed: Christie McBean

with grief.
She is grateful, though, that the

baby was found alive.
“If [O’Connor] never go in there go
find her this morning, one woulda decompose and one just dead,” she said.
Relatives said they burnt most of
McBean’s belongings on Monday, their
solution to the bloody scene in the bedroom and the flies it attracted. They also
said the police were seeking a man who
was seen with the now-dead mother on
Saturday.
When contacted early Monday afternoon, commander of the St James Police Division, Senior Superintendent
Vernon Ellis would only say “investigators are tidying up some things in relation to the situation”.
People’s National Party (PNP)
councillor candidate for the Spring
Mount Division, Jodian Colomathi said
she is hoping the perpetrators will be
found.
“The act is gruesome, it’s cruel,
and I pray that these hoodlums are
brought to justice... I pray that they either turn themselves in or they are
brought to justice,” she said.
“When I got the call this morning I
was like, ‘No, that is not possible!’ And
when I started getting messages and I‘m
like, ‘Okay, this is true.’ Hurlock, we’ve
always been a united community.
Everyone is from the area, we all know
each other from the area so to see this
gruesome murder of a 20-year-old with
a child is horrible!” she added.

Food crisis looming in Jamaica: GK CEO
THE action of some countries to
start hoarding food, raising concerns
about a new global food crisis in the
wake of supply issues which started
with the novel coronavirus pandemic,
but have been exacerbated by the Russia-Ukraine war, has prompted a call
for Jamaica to revisit the “Grow what
you eat, eat what you grow” policy.
Frank James, CEO of
GraceKennedy’s domestic foods division, made the call as he delivered a
speech last Wednesday at the Jamaica
Manufacturers and Exporters Association’s ‘Business Networking Forum’ at
the NCB sports club in St Andrew.
“A global food crisis goes beyond
pricing and food inflation— it also
speaks to availability and reliability,”
James told the audience in attendance.
His observation comes as global
markets have been left stunned by an
escalation in food protectionism due to
fears of a food crisis.
Countries such as Spain announced recently that it will allow the

rationing of some products by retailers
as part of broad measures to cushion
the impact of the war. Supermarkets in
the UK have started to ration cooking
oil. Indonesia has banned cooking oil
exports. There are also concerns about
the supply of grains. Russia and
Ukraine together provide about 30 per
cent of the world’s wheat, but since
Russian forces launched an invasion of
their neighbour in late February, ports
and supply routes have been shuttered
and sanctions have blocked Russian
exports to many of the world’s major
economies.
To make matters worse, many of
the countries which could help fill
those voids — including Hungary, Argentina and Turkey — have placed restrictions on exports of key food
products, arguing they need to keep
enough supply for their own populations. China has also signalled it will
likely hold back on rice exports, another major source of global nutrition,
as food insecurity grows.

“Grow what we eat, eat what we
grow can’t be just a slogan,” James
said as he highlighted how vulnerable
Jamaica is to the actions of governments who are hoarding food supplies
in the wake of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.
The call comes as data from the
Statistical Institute of Jamaica show
food imports into Jamaica reached
over US$1.1 billion in 2021, a 20 per
cent increase on the value of food imports in 2020. He said he was heartened by the push to reduce the food
import bill by 25 per cent in the next
three years.
“To do this we need to build a robust agricultural sector by significantly
increasing productivity levels and
yields, improving reliability of supply
and ensuring consistency of quality. “
Similar calls were made during
the global food crisis which gripped
the world between 2007 and 2009 in
the aftermath of the sub-prime mortgage crisis in the US. However, like al-

most everything, as soon as the situation normalised, talks about Jamaica
feeding itself subsided.
“This potential global food crisis
must be a call to action for Jamaica to
look at how we move towards feeding
ourself as a nation, how we drive
greater self-reliance in food,” James
asserted in a manner which suggested
that even if things change in the short
term, the policy must still be pursued.
“Government must ensure that the
necessary incentives are in place; our
development agencies, in collaboration
with the commercial banks, must ensure the necessary financing is in
place; and through programmes such
as the Agro Park initiative and other
public-private partnerships, the Government must continue to make land
available for agriculture,” he outlined.
He added that Government aside,
the private sector must get involved in
the production of food.
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T&T Minister ‘heartbroken’ over
abuse at childrens’ homes
Trinidad and Tobago Minister of
State in the Office of the Prime Minister
with responsibility for Gender and Child
Affairs Ayanna Webster-Roy says she is
heartbroken that abuses were reported in
children’s homes.
In a release on Monday, WebsterRoy said, “As a mother, I am heartbroken that abuses were reported in
facilities vested with the charge to care
and protect the nation’s children.”
But she assured, “I remain resolute
in my quest to ensure that this matter is
addressed with urgency.”
She reiterated that the ethos of the
National Child Policy was to ensure that
all children regardless of station and life
position are “…happy, healthy and confident and their rights are respected, protected and promoted to facilitate their
holistic development towards achieving
their fullest potential as constructive
members of society, now and in the future.”
Among the recommendations advanced to ensure the safety of the nation’s children and to combat child abuse
in children’s facilities, she listed the urgent organisational redesign of the Children’s Authority of T&T to improve
service delivery as the first pillar on the
list.
The others included the ongoing development of clear and measurable standards for all persons interacting with
children in executing the National Child
Protection Strategy; the standardisation
of critical reports among community residences; the maintenance of caregiver to

Ayanna Webster-Roy: I remain absolute in my quest to address this

child ratio at community residences and
child support centres; the training of security personnel in treating with children
in Residential Care; and the establishment of a Children’s Commissioner.
Webster-Roy added:, “Having reviewed the report, Cabinet agreed to the
appointment of an Inter-Agency Task
Force to devise a workplan for the implementation of the recommendations.”
This Task Force is scheduled to
hold its inaugural meeting on May 4, to
commence the development of the work
plan, with a timeframe of six weeks from
the date of commencement of meeting to
submit the completed plan to the Cabi-

net.
The Task Force is comprised of officials from the Division of Gender and
Child Affairs; the Office of the Attorney
General and Ministry of Legal Affairs;
the Ministry of Social Development and
Family Services; the Ministry of Youth
Development and National Service; the
Children’s Authority of Trinidad and Tobago; the Tobago House of Assembly
and two members of the Investigation
Team.
The minister said while the task
force was undertaking its work, critical
action would continue toward the implementation of some of the recommenda-

tions, which are already in train by various ministries.
An estimated $126,081,715.00 has
been allocated to the task force to undertake and expedite the various projects.
“The division remains committed
and steadfast in protecting the nation’s
children especially those most vulnerable and maintains a zero tolerance policy
for every form of child abuse and neglect,” she said.
The Jones Task Force Report,
which was presented to Webster-Roy last
December, concluded the legislation facilitates the unequal treatment of children in community residences; and also
found an unwillingness to enforce licensing requirements for children’s
homes.
During their investigation, the committee found children at some of these
residences were subjected to secret trips
to Mayaro with unapproved adults;
transactions involving narcotics for sex;
gang rape initiations; and former residents living at the homes of staff members.
Contacted for a comment, acting
CA director Sharon Morris-Cummings
said, “The Authority welcomes the establishment of the Task Force by the
Government and looks forward to the
outcome of its deliberations.”
Calls to former director Safiya Noel
directed that Morris-Cummings be contacted regarding questions, while calls to
former CA chairman Hanif Benjamin
went to voice mail.

Tobago party launches in Trinidad
PROGRESSIVE Democratic Patriots (PDP) leader Watson Duke promised a more "in touch" style of politics
than those of rival incumbent parties,
including helping people to get housing, distributing 1,000 loaves of bread
in poor areas each week and planning a
march against recent gasoline price
hikes.
He made the promises while addressing the PDP's launch in Trinidad
at the Hyatt Regency on Sunday.
Holding a spear, he appealed to
listeners to sign up as he seeks to build
a "Spartan army."
Also addressing the packed hall
was Tobago House of Assembly (THA)
chief secretary Farley Augustine.
The PDP won the Tobago elections earlier this year, defeating the incumbent PNM by taking almost all of
the seats.
Duke accused the ruling PNM of

putting itself above ordinary people,
but said the PDP would never do that.
On the PDP's sweep of the THA
polls, he alleged the Prime Minister
had wanted to tell people what to do
but Tobagonians had rejected that position.
"We fought with everything we
had," he said of the PDP win.
Duke said Dr Rowley and Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar
were both 70 years old and, in his view,
should be at home with their grandchildren.
He promised a bright future for
Trinidad and Tobago. "We will decentralise power from central government.
We'll stop making them gods."
Duke lamented that public servants had their jobs threatened if they
had not agreed to take the covid19 vaccine and complained that they now face
rising costs of gasoline, housing and

healthcare, while their wages remained
frozen.
"How many people can buy a
house, even an HDC house?" he asked.
Duke said he would try to get houses
built for $300,000. He also said he
hoped every home in Beetham would
have a swimming pool and every home
in Laventille a nice verandah.
Duke said he planned to spend a
week in depressed communities to live
among residents and share their
lifestyles. He lamented children hardly
play cricket and football together, compared to the past, and hoped to reverse
this trend and have them interact more.
He hoped to reduce the mindset of
unhealthy competition in schools, but
have a more collaborative learning environment with pupil helping pupil.
"We can't make it unless all of us
make it."
Duke said the PDP will give peo-

ple hope. He urged listeners to tell the
current political directorate their days
would soon be over as the PDP seeks
to build a new TT.
More broadly, he promised to empower local government and hoped to
see the THA head enjoy the same status
as Cabinet's head, the prime minister.
Earlier, Augustine said after 60
years of independence, Tobago and
Trinidad were not equal. "Where's the
autonomy? Where's the equity?"
The PDP introduced its other executive officials. Suzette Louwe and
Kezel Jackson are deputy political
leaders. The chairman is dentist Peter
McClean. The vice chairmen are
Maryam Abdullah and Dr John Paul
Alexander. Other officials are Ronald
Rattan (assistant secretary), June James
(education officer) and Laura Guaverra
(membership officer.)
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Nicholas Pooran appointed
West Indies white-ball captain
Nicholas Pooran has been appointed as the captain of the West Indies
white-ball sides, the board said in a release on Tuesday. Shai Hope will be his
deputy in both the ODI and T20 formats. The move comes after Kieron Pollard announced his retirement from
international cricket last month.
Pooran was the vice-captain in
white-ball cricket for West Indies in the
last year with Pollard leading the side.
In Pollard's absence, Pooran led the
team to a 4-1 T20I series win against
Australia at home ahead of the T20
World Cup last year. Overall, he has led
West Indies in 10 internationals - eight
T20Is and two 50-over matches, winning four and losing six.
"I am truly honoured to be appointed captain of the West Indies
team," Pooran was quoted as saying in
the release. "I am following the footsteps of several giants of the game who
have created an amazing legacy for
West Indies cricket. This is indeed a
prestigious role, a pivotal position in the
West Indian society, as cricket is the
force that brings us all West Indians together.
"To be named captain is indeed the
highlight of my career so far and I want
to drive the team forward to accomplish
great things on the field for our fans and
loyal supporters."
In an interview with ESPNcricinfo
earlier this year, Pooran had spoken
about how leadership comes to him naturally and how he had picked up cues
from Pollard from the CPL stint in 2017
with Barbados Tridents. "You have
added responsibility and want the best
for your team. At the end of the day it's
about winning the game of cricket, and

Nicholas Pooran — made his T20I debut in 2016

if I'm in that leadership position, I have
to do that extra work. The added responsibility has worked out so far for me,"
he had said.
Following his T20I debut in 2016,
Pooran has represented West Indies in
94 white-ball internationals and has
over 3300 runs across formats. The appointment comes at a time when he has
began flourishing at the top level - he
scored close to 500 runs in T20Is last
year while continuing his form this year
with 348 T20I runs at an average of
49.71 in 2022. He is currently playing
in the middle order for Sunrisers Hyderabad in IPL 2022.
"We believe Nicholas is ready for

the challenge of leading our white ball
teams given his experience, performances, and the respect he has within the
playing group," Jimmy Adams, Cricket
West Indies' Director of Cricket, said.
"The Selection Panel believes that
Nicholas has matured as a player and
were impressed with his leadership of
both teams when Kieron Pollard had
been absent. The experience he has
gathered playing in various franchise
leagues around the world was also a factor in the decision to recommend him
for the T20 captaincy."
West Indies' next international outing is the three ODIs against Netherlands in Amstelveen from May 31,

which are part of the ICC World Cup
Super League. Pooran will oversee two
white-ball tournaments as captain - the
T20 World Cup later this year and the
Men's Cricket World Cup next year.
"Nicholas Pooran is a specially
gifted cricketer, and the right person to
take over the white ball captaincy,"
Ricky Skerritt, CWI President, said.
"We are confident that he will continue
to climb the leadership learning curve
speedily, and successfully. I appeal to all
West Indies cricket stakeholders to give
Nicholas the support and encouragement that he deserves."

Brilliant Pooran, Powell on losing sides
Nicholas Pooran’s stunning halfcentury went in vain as Sunrisers Hyderabad missed out on a golden
opportunity to close the gap to the leaders, with a 13-run loss to Chennai
Super Kings in the Indian Premier
League on Sunday.
Chasing a formidable 203 for victory at the Maharashtra Cricket Association Stadium, Sunrisers came up short
at 189 for six off their 20 overs, but not
before the left-handed Pooran blasted
his way to an unbeaten 64 off 33 deliveries.
Captain Kane Williamson chipped
in with 47 off 37 balls and fellow
opener Abhishek Sharma got 39 off 24
balls but the 38 runs required from the
last over left Sunrisers needing a miracle which never materialised despite
Pooran’s all-out assault.

CSK, without former West Indies
all-rounder Dwayne Bravo, had earlier
piled up an imposing 202 for two off
their 20 overs, after being asked to bat
first.Ruturaj Gaikwad fell agonisingly
short of a hundred with 99 off 57 deliveries after putting on 182 for the first
wicket with Devon Conway who made
85 not out – the pair establishing the
fourth highest opening stand in IPL history.
The 25-year-old Gaikwad perished
in the 18th over after striking halfdozen fours and as many sixes, scooping left-arm seamer Thangarasu
Natarajan to point, while Conway gathered eight fours and four sixes in his
knock.
Williamson, who counted two
fours and two sixes, then controlled the
run chase for Sunrisers early on, post-

ing 58 for the first wicket with
Abishek, 30 for the third wicket with
Aiden Markram (17) and a further 38
for the fourth wicket with Pooran.
Once Williamson fell in the 15th
over, Pooran took charge of the innings, blasting three fours and four
sixes to raise his 24th Twenty20 halfcentury in the final over with a boundary to backward square, as the over
from left-armer Mukesh Choudhary
leaked 24 runs due to three sixes from
the West Indies star.
Despite the win, CSK remained
one from bottom on six points while
Sunrisers continued in fourth on ten
points.
At the Wankhede in Mumbai,
Rovman Powell too found himself on
the losing end despite a cameo, Delhi
Capitals going down to Jason Holder’s

Lucknow Super Giants by six runs.
In pursuit of 196, Capitals made a
fist of it, captain Rishabh Pant top-scoring with 44, Axar Patel lashing an unbeaten 42 from 24 balls and Australian
Mitchell Marsh belting a 20-ball 37.
Powell produced a swift 35 off 21
balls down the order, punching three
fours and two sixes before falling in the
17th over, holing out to mid-wicket off
seamer Mohsin Khan (4-16).
Half-centuries from captain KL
Rahul (77) and Deepak Hooda (52) had
earlier propelled Super Giants to a
challenging total of 195 for three off 20
overs.
The victory took Super Giants into
the second spot on 14 points, two adrift
of leaders Gujarat Titans, while Capitals remained sixth on eight points.
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Trade unionists restate call for
increase in national minimum wage
GUYANA celebrated Labour Day
on Sunday and several leading trade
unionists used the opportunity to restate
their call for finalisation of the increase
in the national minimum wage to
$60,000.
Guyana’s main two umbrella trade
union bodies, the Federation of Independent Trade Unions of Guyana
(FITUG), the Guyana Trade Union Congress (GTUC), held their customary rallies which saw the various workers
wearing the signature red t-shirts and
marching down the streets of Georgetown.
The FITUG rally started in front of
the Bank of Guyana on Main and
Church Streets and ended at the GNS
Ground on CARIFESTA Avenue, while
the GTUC rally started at Parade Ground
and ended at the Critchlow Labour College on Woolford Avenue.
At the end of each rally, presentations were made by the various trade
unionists to those gathered. At the
FITUG rally, President of the Union,
Carvil Duncan voiced his thoughts on
the need for finalisation of the increase
to the national minimum wage, given the
rising cost of living brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic and the war between Russia and Ukraine.

“Even though we were promised an
increase in the minimum wage that has
not been realised and we are asking that
the government consider that,” Duncan
noted.
Notwithstanding the fact that the
Ministry of Labour (MoL)’s National
Tripartite Committee (NTC) officially
giving its nod in January to the increase
of the national minimum wage from
$44,200 to $60,000, the official government order to set the increase into law
has not yet been issued.
The national minimum wage has
not been increased since 2017, when it
was raised from an hourly rate of $202
to $255, taking the monthly salary from
$35,000 to $44,200 for a 40-hour week.
Comparatively, the minimum wages for
the public sector is currently $70,000.
Nonetheless, apart from the wait on
the national minimum wage increase,
Duncan noted that he must commend the
work of the MoL, which has been working assiduously to improve the lives of
workers across the country.
Duncan during his remarks also
took a moment to remember those workers who lost their lives to COVID-19 and
reminded of how the labour force has
been affected by the pandemic in several
respects.

Some of the workers in the Labour Day rally on Sunday

“Even though we celebrate May
Day, there are some workers who cannot

celebrate because they lost their lives to
COVID-19 and we sympathise with
their family [sic],” Duncan noted.
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