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1200 NEW JOBS: Guyana Vice President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo has officially launched the government’s part-time jobs initiative in Region Two, following the announcement back in March. Dr. Jagdeo had initially committed to
providing 800 of these jobs along the Essequibo Coast, however this amount has
been increased after the government received some 2,500 applications.The Vice
President made this disclosure during the contract signing hosted at the Suddie
Childcare Centre. Following this overwhelming interest, government has taken
an aggressive step to provide some 1,200 additional part-time jobs along the Essequibo Coast, making way for 2, 000 residents to gain employment through the
massive recruitment drive. The successful applicants signed their one-year contractual agreements today and will begin working from June 1 to May, 2023.The
employment drive caters for one person per household to be employed, with the
long-term intention to hire as many persons as possible.

DEAL INKED FOR DEMERARA HARBOUR BRIDGE: Guyana’s
Ministry of Public Works, on Wednesday (May 25) inked the contract of the new
US$260M Demerara River Bridge. Construction will be undertaken by China
Railway Construction Corporation (International) Limited. Present at the momentous signing ceremony were Senior Minister within the Office of the President
with responsibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh, Minister of Public Works,
Bishop Juan Edghill, Ambassador of The People's Republic of China to Guyana,
Guo Haiyan, Minister of Education, Priya Manickchand, Minister of Home Affairs, Robeson Benn, among other officials.
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal
Bank for 18 years
* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team
leadership, inclusive of management
* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals
* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to
successful home ownership
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Survey: Nearly half of Canadians
struggling to feed their famlies
Nearly half of all Canadians say
that they are finding it difficult or very
difficult to feed their families amid spiralling inflation that has sent grocery
bills skyrocketing, a new survey has
found.
The Angus Reid Institute surveyed
1,992 Canadian adults who are members of the Angus Reid Forum about
their household finances and what they
believe the Bank of Canada should do
in response to a rate of inflation which
is now at a 31-year high.
It found that 49 per cent of respondents now report finding it difficult or
very difficult to feed their families due
to food prices that rose 8.7 per cent yearover-year in March.
That number is up from only 36 per
cent the last time Angus Reid conducted
a similar survey in April, 2019.
It also appears that Canadians have
an increasingly pessimistic outlook
when it comes to their finances.
The survey found that 36 per cent
of respondents reported being in worse
financial shape than one year ago, compared to 24 per cent who said that their
finances had improved over the last 12
months. Another 39 per cent said that

People shopping for food at a grocery in Ontario

their finances were about the same, despite the rising cost of living.
The proportion of respondents who
believed their financial situation would
be worse one year from now (28 per
cent) also exceeded those who believed
it would improve (24 per cent). While a
plurality of respondents still felt their financial situation would be about the
same (38 per cent) , Angus Reid said
that the number of Canadians who anticipate a deterioration in their financial
situation represents a “peak in financial

gloom for Canadians” since 2010.
The results were particularly pronounced among those who said that they
were “struggling” with the cost of living.
Among that group, 63 per cent said
that they expected to be worse off financially a year from now and only six per
cent expected their situation to improve.
“In the first two years of the pandemic, financial optimism outweighed
pessimism at this time of year. Now
three-in-ten believe they will be in a

worse position financially next year,” a
release accompanying the survey results
notes.
While the Angus Reid survey
found that a significant proportion of respondents are struggling with the cost of
living, there was little consensus on the
course of action that the Bank of Canada
should take as it aims to bring inflation
under control.
However, the plurality of the respondents (45 per cent) to the Angus
Reid survey said that they would like to
see the bank’s key overnight lending
rate kept at one per cent for now, until it
becomes clear how several recent hikes
will affect inflation. Another 27 per cent
of respondents said that they would like
to see the bank continue to raise rates to
battle inflation while 13 per cent said
they would like to see rates lower to
protect the housing and investment markets. A further 15 per cent were unsure
about the best course of action.
Support for raising rates further
was highest among households with an
annual income of $100,000 to $150,000
(34 per cent) but much lower among the
lowest income households (16 per cent).

Turns out people really like Mike (Schreiner)
Mike Schreiner has built up a reputation among political watchers as a
likable, sharp and down-to-earth politician since he was elected as Ontario's
first provincial Green four years ago,
and that perception made its way to a
vastly expanded audience this month
when he made his debut as the first
leader of his party to participate in a
provincial election debate.
“You can definitely see a difference from yesterday to today, for sure,”
Schreiner said the day after the May 16
debate while knocking on doors in
Huntsville, Ont., located in one of the
ridings where his party hopes to capitalize on Schreiner's increasingly recognizable brand and nab another seat in
the legislature this June.
Residents honked horns, waved

and shouted, “Go Green!” at Schreiner's
bright green electric campaign vehicle.
People who answered their doors in the
scenic waterfront town commended him
on how he grilled his rivals over policy
issues the night before.
“You did a darn good job,” one
man told Schreiner at a doorstop. “You
held Doug Ford to account.”
That's a task that's taken up much
of Schreiner's time as his party's firstever Green legislator. For the last four
years, he's been challenging Ford who's running for re-election for the
Progressive Conservatives - on the environmental impact of the former Tory
government's plans, including plans for
highways and other developments.
“One of my primary motivations
was to advance the climate agenda, and

instead of being on an offensive mode
of moving the province forward, I feel
like I've had to spend a lot of my time
pushing back against Doug Ford taking
us further back,” Schreiner said. “But in
some respects, that may have meant that
having our voice at Queen's Park was
even more important.”

It's still unclear if Schreiner's
growing presence on the campaign trail
as a scrappy, sincere underdog will
translate into more votes or seats for his
party. But his well-reviewed debate performances seem to have rattled his opponents enough to factor him into their
own strategies.
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
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Mottley: let’s reduce Caricom’s food imports
EVEN as Heads of State of the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
have committed to implement systems to
help reduce the region’s US$5B foodimportation bill by 25 per cent by 2025,
Prime Minister of Barbados, Mia Mottley, has opined that an improved supply
chain and the removal of trade barriers
are pivotal to achieving this goal.
PM Mottley made this statement on
Friday while attending the Agri-Investment Forum and Expo at the Arthur
Chung Conference Centre.
She emphasised that there is need
for an efficient supply chain that is safe
and secure, and not necessarily one that
is driven by imports. This, she believes,
will make possible reduced costs of exporting among the CARICOM sister
states.
Mottley noted that even while investments are being made to set up a
Guyana – Barbados terminal that will facilitate the smooth movement of specific
products, systems still need to be put in
place to ensure smooth and efficient
transportation to protect the investments
of producers.
“Barriers have been significant. I
mean, I think there are too many stories
of containers of produce being left on
ports to spoil and it’s happened in too
many countries or restrictions because of
all kinds of failure to comply with sanitary and phytosanitary conditions. We’ve

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley with Guyana President Irfaan Ali

said look, we need to be very practical
now. We can’t move produce from country to country if people are going to lose
their investment. No farmer is going to
send up …a lot of limes and lemons to
another Caribbean country to rot on the
port.”
She stated that meetings are expected to be held with several financial
institutions to make provisions for ready
and affordable access to capital to assist
state entities or private-sector individuals

to expand production and undertake the
logistics.
Prime Minister Mottley noted that
so far a commitment has been made by
the Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB) to take the lead along with other
countries to be able to resolve transportation arrangements.
“The Caribbean Development Bank
has agreed that it will take the lead along
with other countries to be able to finally
see how we can resolve this, [the trans-

port arrangements], particularly for the
movement of produce.”
She further stated that mechanisms
are being put in place to assess the viability of air transport, especially for perishable goods.
Prime Minister Mottley added that
discussions on the removal of trade barriers and improved supply chain will be
further fleshed out at the Heads of Government meeting that is expected to be
held within two months.
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Guyana shaping up its plans for
‘Cricket Carnival’ at CPL Finals
AS the time draws inexorably
closer to Guyana playing host to the inaugural Cricket Carnival and Hero CPL
finals, word is that things are beginning
to shape up for the grand celebration,
slated for the final quarter of this year.
In an interview with this newspaper, Public Relations officer (PRO) of
the Ministry of Tourism Industry &
Commerce Cordell McClure was happy
to report that the planning teams have
been meeting, and things are “coming
together pretty nicely”.
In March of this year, President Irfaan Ali broke the exciting news that not
only will Guyana be hosting the Hero
CPL Finals from 2022 to 2024, but that
the celebrations will also be held in tandem with a massive carnival-like event
to mark the occasion.
This Carnival will celebrate the
best that Guyana has to offer the region
and the rest of the world.
As President Ali observed when
making the announcement back in
March, “Cricket is much more than a
game for us in Guyana; it is a passion;
part of our culture, and a unifying force.
As we celebrate ‘One Guyana’, the hosting of the CPL Finals will be an energising force.
“We are building a product that will
be spectator-focused, integrated with our
regional partners for a global market.
Cricket Carnival is a fusion of entertainment and celebration that will be mindblowing, and unbelievably different
from any other global cricketing event.
“We welcome all to the greatest
celebration of music, pageantry,
Caribbean vibes with a South American
touch, and, of course, Cricket played
loudest.”
To quote Pete Russell, Hero CPL’s
CEO, “We are blessed with amazing
fans across the Caribbean, and this is
very clear whenever we visit Guyana,
where the atmosphere at Providence is
electric.
With a grand fusion of cricket and
carnival, fluorescent costumes were on
display at the official launch to give patrons a sneak peek of what to expect
“The idea of having the Hero CPL
finals in front of this wonderful crowd
of passionate and knowledgeable cricket
fans is a mouth-watering prospect.
“We are very grateful to have such
a positive relationship with the government and cricket authorities in Guyana,
and we thank them for helping us come
to this hugely exciting agreement.”
Additionally, Guyana will host

President Ali with Hero CPL CEO Pete Russell

seven group games, three knockout
matches, and the Hero CPL final which
will take place on Friday, September 30

at the Guyana National Stadium, at
Providence.
The Hero CPL finals will be the

culmination of festivities surrounding
these games taking place in Guyana.
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Author of racist email sent to Patrick
Brown resigns from party
A Conservative Party member who
sent a racist email to the Patrick Brown
leadership campaign has resigned his
membership, ending the party's investigation into the matter.
The former party member expressed support for Nazism and Adolf
Hitler and made racist remarks about
several ethnic groups in the email sent
last week to the Brown campaign, after
the campaign denounced the racist
"white replacement" conspiracy theory
in an email.
The party launched the investigation in response to a complaint the
Brown campaign filed. It informed
leadership campaigns Sunday night
about the resignation, according to public affairs strategist Chisholm Pothier,
who is working for the Brown campaign.
Michelle Rempel Garner, a Conservative MP and co-chair of Brown's
campaign who first brought the email to
public attention, welcomed the news on
Twitter.
"Glad to see that person resign

A copy of the racist email that was sent to Patrick Brown as a contender for Conservative leader

their membership as a result of the investigation. If there's one thing we all
should agree on, it's that there's no
home for racism in @CPC_HQ," she
tweeted.

The email writer stated in the
email that they support Pierre Poilievre,
Brown's rival for the Conservative leadership.
Poilievre said in a statement after

the email was made public that the
member should lose their party membership, and that racism has no place in
his campaign or the party.

Police, NHL probing racist attacks on Kadri
The NHL said Monday that St.
Louis police are investigating threats
made toward Colorado Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri, who has been the
subject of racist social media posts
since he was involved in a collision that
knocked Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington out for the rest of the series.
NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill
Daly told The Associated Press by
email that the league was in touch with
St. Louis Police who were employing
enhanced security procedures at both
the arena and Avalanche hotel.
"We take threats made to any of
our players or other club personnel seriously," Daly said.
The team said Sunday night it was
aware of threats against Kadri and was
working with local law enforcement to
investigate. Kadri collided with Binnington during Game 3 of their secondround playoff series Saturday night;
Kadri said a Blues player threw a water
bottle at him during a post-game interview.
The AP verified the existence of
Twitter posts sent to the official Avalanche team account and to Kadri's
calling him "Arab scum" and referencing terrorism. Other posts, some of
which have since been deleted, included death threats. One was still up
hours before Game 4 in St. Louis.
It was not clear if the social media
posts were the subject of league, team
or police investigation or if there were
other threats made toward Kadri, who
is of Lebanese descent and born in
London, Ont.
Sadly, Kadri acknowledged, he's
been dealing with racial slurs for much
of his life.

Nazem Kadri: “getting good at putting racism in the rearview mirror”

"I'm getting good at just putting it
in the rearview mirror," he said. "It's a
big deal. I try to act like it's not, and I
just keep moving forward."
A person wearing a dark blue
jacket with "St. Louis Police" printed in
yellow on the back stood near the Avalanche bench as Kadri and the Avalanche took to the ice before game time
on Monday. The game was played
amidst a heightened police presence.
Kadri was booed upon taking his
first shift a little over a minute into the

game, as well as each time he touched
the puck.
With Binnington watching from a
team suite, Kadri scored twice — and
celebrated his first goal with a salute to
the crowd — during a second-period
surge in which Colorado scored four
times to build a 4-1 lead. He then completed his first career three-goal playoff
game by putting the Avalanche up 5-3
midway through the third period —
quieting the crowd.
Kadri's teammates rallied to his

defence before the game.
"Unfortunately people think they
have the freedom to say and do whatever they want," Landeskog said. "But
we always have security and this is no
different."
Former NHL player Akim Aliu
told The AP by text message he has
been in constant communication with
Kadri and added, "All we can really do
is support him morally."
"Naz has been subject to so many
racist attacks and threats since last
night that police had to be brought in,"
tweeted Aliu, who is Nigerian-Canadian. "Racist attacks like this have no
place in hockey and should be investigated and reported on."
Aliu and Kadri are members of the
Hockey Diversity Alliance, which
works toward eradicating systemic
racism and intolerance in hockey, and
help in making the sport more accessible to minorities and underprivileged
youth.
The NHL has several layers of security in place, including club personnel and additional services provided by
the home team that are in constant
communication with the league's security department. That department activates in situations such as this one and
can work with federal and local law enforcement, when necessary.
The league, with input from the
NHL Players' Association established a
confidential hotline to which players
can report harassment, discrimination
or other serious misconduct. It's operated by a third party, with the ability to
make reports by phone, email or online
anonymously or with attribution.
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Guyana, Antigua & Barbuda sign
economic cooperation MoU
The governments of Guyana and
Antigua and Barbuda on Friday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding, providing for economic cooperation in eight
areas, including tourism, financial services, agriculture, air transportation and
energy.
The memorandum was signed at
State House in Georgetown by President, Dr Irfaan Ali and Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Minister, Gaston Browne.
The two leaders observed that the
memorandum was another step in the
many collaborative efforts in which Antigua and Barbuda and Guyana have
been involved since the governments of
the two countries, along with Barbados,
launched the Caribbean Free Trade

Guyana’s Dr Irfaan Ali and Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister Gaston Browne signing the MOU

Agreement at Dickenson Bay in Antigua

in 1965.

Recalling that Antigua and Barbuda
has been home to a significant number
of the Guyanese diaspora for decades,
President Ali remarked that there was
every basis for the strengthening of economic relations between the two countries, bringing benefits to their people.
“This agreement will open opportunities for the private sectors of both
countries in several sectors, including
tourism, in which Antigua and Barbuda
is regarded as a world leader,” Prime
Minister Browne said. He added that financial institutions will also be able to
cooperate in expanding the range of
services offered to their clients.
On regional air transportation, President Ali noted that transportation was
identified by CARICOM Heads of Government who attended the Agri-Investment Forum and Expo in Guyana this
week as “an important factor in achieving food security in the Caribbean.”
“Therefore, we will closely examine the possibility of collaborating with
Antigua and Barbuda in the provision of
air transportation as an important element in moving produce from Guyana to
other parts of the region,” said President
Ali.
The two leaders will establish a
Working Group by June 7, with a mandate to examine and make recommendations on ways to implement the areas of
cooperation, as early as possible.
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US$7.5B in private sector investments
needed to achieve ‘25 by 25’: Jagdeo
WITH an estimated US$7.5 billion
in private sector investments needed for
CARICOM to achieve its “25 by 25”
goal, Vice-President, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo
is urging member states to take a handson approach to achieve the regional target.
Vice-President, Dr. Jagdeo issued
the call while delivering a presentation
on “Addressing Key binding constraints
to agriculture growth” on Friday, at the
Agri-Investment Forum and Expo being
held at the Arthur Chung Conference
Centre (ACCC).
Dr Jagdeo stressed that strong
commitment is needed from heads of
government to ensure more attention
and commitment is given to increasing
fiscal support in the area of agriculture
and addressing trade barriers in the region.
“When we leave here we have to
leave here with firm agreements of addressing trade barriers that are there. We
have to tackle this as a priority. This requires heavy lifting,” Dr. Jagdeo emphasised.
Several heads of CARICOM are
currently in Guyana attending the AgriInvestment Forum and Expo and they
have affirmed their support for “25 by
25” goal, which seeks to reduce the
extra-regional food import bill by 25 per
cent by 2025.
CARICOM member states have
agreed that much unity, political will
and heavy investments are needed to
achieve the goal of reducing the region’s
food import bill by 25 per cent by 2025.
Dr. Jagdeo said more than just talk is
needed, he said member states need to
ramp up investments in their agriculture
sectors.
“If you look at the budget dedicated to agriculture in many countries,
they’re very small and dwindling,” Dr.
Jagdeo noted while pointing out that the
region may not be able to address all of
the issues within three years given how
far away it is from addressing many of
the constraints impeding on the 25 by 25
goal.
He also called for respective nations to establish a “champion” that will
drive the operationalisation of 25 by 25
goal at the political level.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Vice-President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo examines a fruit at one of the booths at the Agri-Investment Forum and Expo

“It needs intervention from the
presidents or the Office of the Prime
Ministers of [each individual nation] because they’re so many cross-cutting issues that need to be addressed, that
would need heavy intervention on the
part of the head of government,” Dr.
Jagdeo said.
In addition, he said governments
need to start working with their people
on the ground to develop their agriculture sectors.
“I’ve seen President Ali go down

on the ground, talking to the smallest
farmers. You have to be that engaged if
you want this to matter. You have to really understand what it takes and only
then can you respond to the problems of
people,” Dr. Jagdeo said.
Notwithstanding the huge investment needed, the Vice-President pointed
out that there is some amount of increase in production that could take
place even without the need for further
investment, given that many existing
producers are not operating at the full

capacity.
Dr Jagdeo also noted that no sustainable agriculture strategy could be
pursued or developed unless it is closely
linked to a national water strategy and
national climate strategy.
“They are all interlinked. Climate
change is not just a threat to the way of
life, a lot of the agriculture we do now
we may not be able to pursue unless we
have a national adaptation strategy,”
said Dr. Jagdeo.
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Small businesses eye Expo opportunities
AS the inaugural Agri-Investment
Forum and Expo, which saw 250 exhibitors and over 500 delegates in attendance, came to a close on Saturday,
several small businesses have caught the
eye of major local and international investors.
Speaking with reporters, the owner
of Fresh Packagers Inc., Sursattie Paul,
stated that since the conference opened
on Thursday, at least three investors
have signalled their intention to invest
in her company.
The company specialises in the
manufacturing of plantain flour, pepper
sauce, achars, sugar cake, and mittai,
along with several imported spices.
Speaking about the benefits of the
expo, Paul said that her business, like
the others at the expo, didn’t just benefit
from exposure to new consumers, but
also partnerships and finding opportunities, both of which, she opined, are extremely important in growing a small
business.
“These events are always good for
us as small businesses because we’re
not only selling, but we are meeting a
wide range of people that could help us
better and expand our businesses.
“For this one especially, we got a
chance to meet with the delegates and

Owner of Fresh Packagers Inc., Sursattie Paul

investors. I have so far been able to
make arrangements for future talks with
three investors since the expo started,”
Paul, who has been in business for over
12 years, told the Sunday Chronicle.
Another business owner, Dawn
Skepmire, a herbal doctor, described the
expo as a “blessing,” noting that the
platform has also allowed her the opportunity to align her with several investors

who are interested in helping her grow
her business.
Skepmire’s business, “Dawndelion” was established in 2017 and specialises in the provision of goods and
services that feed both the body and the
mind. She uses over 150 different types
of herbs to treat her customers’ specific
needs.
Skepmire explained that her busi-

ness offers remedies for both physical
and mental ails.
The businesswoman further stated
that the expo has also allowed business
owners the opportunity to “go back to
the drawing board” to better their products and services and the way it is delivered to the customers.
Skepmire added that the expo also
opened the door for local business owners to be able to export their products.
Iambie Cave, co-owner of Azirra
Games, echoed similar sentiments when
she spoke about her experience at the
expo.
Azirra Games, which has been in
operation for the past four years, produces fun and exciting board games that
centre on the Guyanese experience and
history.
Cave told this publication that her
company, in particular, has been exposed to investors and she held talks
with several international investors
“it’s very important that you, as a
business person, get involved with
expos because they allow you to
broaden your horizons, you have the potential to form partnerships, meet with
investors or even get tips on how to improve your operations, and I think that
is invaluable.
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Emergency response to ﬂooding
Over the past two days, Guyana’s
National Drainage and Irrigation Authority (NDIA) executed a series of
emergency works in the Mahaicony –
Abary area, in Region Five following
instances of flooding due to continuous
and heavy rainfall.
Following reports of flooding in
several parts of the region, Agriculture
Minister Zulfikar Mustapha immediately put systems in place to have the
area drained and to minimize any further instances of flooding.
While giving an overview of some
of the works undertaken in response to
flooding in the affected areas, Minister
Mustapha said a mobile pump was installed, several drainage canals were
cleared along with the installation of
tubes and the construction of embankments.
“After I received reports of flooding in those areas, I immediately instructed NDIA to visit the area to see
what can be done to have these areas
drained in the shortest possible time. So
far we’ve installed an 80 Cusec Pump
at Little Abary Sluice to compliment
that structure. We were also able to
carry out emergency works on several

Minister Mustapha meets a villager in the floods in Region Five

drainage canals. We cleaned the western and eastern sideline dams in Little
Abary, Catherine, Recess, Park, Fellowship, and Good Faith. We also
cleared the Airy Hall middle walk and
we also did some work in Ball Field
street, Calcutta. In addition to those

works, NDIA was also able to install
tubes to assist with improved drainage
in Airy Hall, Dundee, Good Faith, Recess, Cathrine, and in the northern
swamplands from Food Faith to
Novar,” the minister explained.
Minister Mustapha also said that

the Chairman for the NDIA, Lionel
Wordsworth along with NDIA’s regional engineers were on the ground to
assess the situation and oversee the
works. He further stated that a team
from the NDIA and the region will be
monitoring the situation in Region Five
and other affected regions along the
Coast and other parts of the country on
a 24-hour basis.
Minister Mustapha also encouraged persons to remain alert as Guyana
is currently experiencing above-normal
rainfall as part of the ongoing MayJune rainy period.
As of yesterday, 70% of the water
from Huntley to Abary in Region Five
had receded due to consistent drainage
and cleaning operations.
Chief Meteorological Officer, Dr.
Garvin Cummings, in his report, indicated that Region Five had the most
rainfall (five inches) from Sunday into
Monday (24 hours).
Precipitation was above normal in
some areas which greatly exceeded
drainage capacity and surface runoff,
which has been made worse due to
ground saturation, particularly in lowlying and riverain areas.

Committee to address Caricom trade barriers
SEVERAL CARICOM Heads of
Government and other high-level representatives have agreed to the setting up
of a special committee that would immediately prepare proposals for the elimination of trade barriers, particularly
non-tariff barriers, which currently inhibit the development of agri-food systems within the region.
This committee’s proposal, which
will include time-bound deadlines, will
be presented at a special meeting of the
CARICOM Heads of Government in the
third quarter of 2022. There has also
been an agreement for the mandating of
the CARICOM Ministerial Task Force
on food security to propose an implementation schedule of “25 by 2025” for
urgent consideration by Heads of Government.
Prime Minister Mia Mottley of
Barbados, together with the Heads of
Government in the quasi-Cabinet responsible for Transport (Marítime and
Aviation) and Agriculture, have also
been requested to complete a proposal to
establish adequate and sustainable regional transportation, after consultation
with the Caribbean private sector, the international donor community and multilateral development agencies, for
consideration by Heads of Government
in July 2022.
These measures are part of four priority areas that have been identified for
the adoption by all CARICOM Heads of
Government, including through the
speedy implementation of decisions to
address food security urgently and sustainably.
The four priority areas are: food insecurity, regional transportation, trade
barriers and women and youth.

The CARICOM Heads of Government at the opening ceremony of the Agri-Investment Forum and Expo

These priority areas were decided
at an important and timely forum held
with the Heads of Government and other
representatives during the Agri-Investment Forum and Expo, which ended on
Saturday at the Arthur Chung Conference Centre in Guyana.
“The representative Group of
Heads of Governments and other highlevel representatives emphasized the urgency in implementing the four priority
issues which they have identified as imperative, not only to surmount the current grave challenges of food shortages
and high food prices that the region
faces, but to overcome them in a sustainable and lasting manner,” a statement issued on Saturday noted.
According to the outcome statement, the group took the opportunity to
discuss the current grave global situation
of the shortages and high prices of im-

ported food; the shortage and increased
prices of fertilizers and other agricultural
inputs; and the severe problems affecting transportation and supply.
“The member states of CARICOM
have been deeply impacted by these developments which have resulted in a
dramatic increase in the cost of food, exposing still further the region’s food insecurity due to its vulnerability to
external influences,” the statement
pointed out.
It further noted that: “Within
CARICOM, member states have the capacity to attain a high level of food security for the Community as a whole,
provided that urgent action is taken to
establish sustainable machinery, and to
adhere to the terms of the Revised
Treaty of Chaguaramas.”
The Special Committee responsible
for trade barriers will be convened by

the Minister in the CARICOM quasiCabinet responsible for the Caribbean
Single Market and Economy (CSME).
Trade barriers have been continuously identified as the biggest impediment to the moving forward of “25 by
2025” initiative, whereby CARICOM
aims to reduce the extra-regional food
import bill by 25 per cent by 2025.
The initiative was proposed by
President, Dr. Irfaan Ali to the CARICOM Heads of Government Conference
in March 2022 when he presented the
“Advancing the CARICOM Agri-Food
Systems Agenda: Prioritising Food and
Nutrition Security and the 25 by
2025Plan”.
The initiative put forth by Dr. Ali
builds on the 2005 “Framework for the
repositioning of Caribbean agriculture”
(the Jagdeo initiative) which was agreed
to by CARICOM Governments.

14

THURSDAY MAY 26 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MAY 26 2022

15

THURSDAY MAY 26 2022

16

EQUALITY NEWS

www.
w.danfo
for thf
hfoodmarket.c
com
We’re
e’ simply
i ply th
h b
he
bestt W
Westt Indian store in town.

1

49

Frozen Caribe Fre
esh
Coconut Water
300 ml

Angostura Chill
Sorrel & Bitters
Drink 275 ml

200 g

Grace Sardine
In To
Tomato Sauce

2

3

Hein
nz
Whitte Vinegar

1.2 lt

99
9
each

2

20
3/

4

Lysol
Multi Surface Clea
aner

99
99

Rub
bicon
Man
ngo Nectar

2
20
2
2/

Maggi Season-Up
p
All Purpose Seasoning

With Chili 155 g

each
a

Mr Goudas
G
Swe
eetened Condens
se
ed
d
Whittener 300 ml

9
99
each

1L

1L

Grac
ce
Lima
a Beans
540 ml
m

Pur--est
Liqu
uid Soap

¢

each

1

49
49
each
a

999

¢

each
e
a

1

6
69

2

each
each

2
20
0
2/

Peardrax Spark
kling
Pear Drink
300 ml

Shavuot
Cerasee T
Te
ea
24’s

440 ml

Cedar
Red Kidney Bea
ans

Dettol
Liquid Antiseptiic

each
e
a

3

30
2/

Lou & Nicky’s
Lemon Juice

4 lb

999

¢

79
79

¢

5

99
9
9

HT
TB
Sp
pice Buns
28
8 oz

Ex
xcelsior
Ch
heese Krunchies
50
0g

$

4
4

each

99
99
each

1

2//

2

69
69

Crream of
Wh
heat 3 Minutes

each
e
ach 800 g

99
99

each

each

99

JF
F Mills
Crreamy Wheat Cerea
al
Strrawberry 60 g

SA
AFE-U
Allcohol 70%

eac
ac

$

2//

3

Five Location To
Asso
orted 500 ml

500 ml

400 ml

¢

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MAY 26 2022

17

Delicious Jamaican Dish
Frroz
Frozen
Fro
oze
zeen
Goat Me
Goat
Go
M
Meat
eat

Thee Bes
est TTaasting
ng US
US Gr
Grade
de AAA

Fro
rozen Easy
Easy Cook
Cook
Oxtail
ail

6

Fro
Fr
Froz
roz
ozze
zen
en 21-25
2 -225
21
Heeadless
ead
adle
leess
Tige
Tiger
iggeer Sh
Shhrimps
rim
impps 400
400 g

9

$ 99
ea.

Frroz
Froz
Fro
ozze
zzen
en
Beeef Trip
rippe

SSaaltlte
lted
ted
edd
Pigg TTaai
ail

9
99
9
99
99
$ 99
$
$
$
lb
l
lb
l
lb
lb

$ 99
lb

7

Frroz
Frozen
Fro
oze
zeen
US Gra
rad
ade
de AAA
Beef Shoortt Ribs

2 2

4

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Chicckeen Dru
Chicken
Drumsticks
mstticcks

SSmoked
mookeed
Turke
Turkey
key
ey Drumsti
Drums
mst
sttiicks
iccks

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen He
Headless
eaddleess
Baanga
Bangamary
nggaamaary

4

99
9
$
$ 99
lb
lb

3

199

99
99

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh CChhicken
hicckeen Le
Leg
eg
Quaarters
Qua
arteers

477

9
95
18 kg box
ox

With Purc
Purchase
rchase of 2 cas
case
se or More
re
10 kg
k box
ox With
Thurs
Thursday
rsday
ay To Suunday
ay Onl
Only
ly

Fre
Fr
resh
sh Sea
eaf
affo
afo
ood
od Ca
Cat
atche
hes
Frreesh
Fre
Poorg
orgy
gy Fissh

2

Frreesh
Fre
Laane Snaappers
Size
izze 1//2--1llb

Frreesh
Fre
Baaby Reed Gro
rooupers

Frreesh
Fre
Dooctoor Fissh

Frreesh Atla
Fre
tlaantic
Whoole Salmo
lm
moon

9
99
99
$ 99
$
99
9
99
9
$
$
$
lb as is
lb
b as is
lb as is
lb as is
lb as
a is

6

5

4

6

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Caribbe
Carribbeean
Ca
an
Pum
Pu
P
Pumpkin
um
mpkiinn

FFresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Jamaican
Jam
Ja
ama
maaic
ica
caan
SSwe
Sw
Sweet
weeet
w
et Potatoes
Poot
P
ota
tat
ato
toes

Sweet
Swe
Sw
weeet
Juuliee Maangoes
Jul
Julie
ang
nngo
gooes
Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Jaamaic
amaaic
ica
caan
Baanaanaas
Banana

99
99

1

99

3
2
Fivve Locationss To
Five
To Serve
Serr ve You Betteer
lb
b

49

99
99

lb
lb

1

lb

lb

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Monday-F
y Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Lawrence A
Av
ve. E .

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Su
unday 9 am to 7 pm

Dixie Rd.

Kennedy
K
y Rd
d. Soith

Fiinch A
Av
ve. W .

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra Rd.

R

Stafffford Dr
D.

Bloor St. E.

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.
416-439-6397

Markam Rd.

i

D r.

Danforth Food Markett
301 Silverstone Dr.
A l b 416-740-98700

M arr t i n G r o v e R d .

Shepp
pp
pard A
p
Av
ve. W .

Sheppard Av
ve. E .

Stteeles A
Av
ve. W.

Silverstone

Keele St.

F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W.
Daanforth
Foo
od Market
3701 Keele St.
416-398-812
416 398 8123

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours

Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Danforth Food Market
M
y Road
144 Kennedy
South
289-298-0
0399

Glidden Rd
d.

Store Hours

Mondayy Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Serve You Better

R u t h e r f o r d R d . S o. u t h

Specials in Efffffeect Thu. Maayy 26th
022 i quantities.
until
til W
ed.,
d ,Last.
Jtune
1st, 20
022.
Although we strivee for accuracy in both copy & illustrration, unintentional error may occu
urr, we reserve the right to correct any errorr. Specials Available While Quantities
Q
titi L
We
We reserve the
h righ
i ht tto lilimit

THURSDAY MAY 26 2022

18

EQUALITY NEWS

Guyana, Trinidad ink agreement to boost cooperation
MUTUAL cooperation between
Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago is expected to be significantly increased following the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on Sunday.
The MoU seeks to address non-tariff barriers, areas of trade and investment, agriculture and food security,
security, energy, infrastructure, education, tourism, sports and culture, with
the aim of developing a strategic partnership for the mutual benefit of the two
countries and the wider community.
The agreement was signed at State
House by Guyana’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation,
Hugh Todd, and Trinidad and Tobago’s
Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs, Dr Amery Browne.
Guyana’s Head of State Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali and Prime Minister of
Trinidad and Tobago, Dr Keith Rowley
were among those who witnessed the
signing.
President Ali told the media that a
bilateral commission will be established
within the next three months to ensure
that the initiatives under the agreement
for the renewed and enhanced cooperation between the two countries are implemented in a timely and efficient
manner.
The Head of State said that discussions with Trinidad and Tobago have
been “very focused, very positive and
forward-looking,” and has allowed both
countries the opportunity to “take the
bull by the horns” when identifying opportunities within both states and potential blocks to those opportunities.
“What we have concluded and
charter[ed] is a joint commitment on
how we are going to secure the futures
of the people of these two countries by
working together, by partnership, looking at joint opportunity, looking at the
low-hanging fruits, and developing a
medium-to-long-term pathway through
which we will enjoy success for
Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago and the
people of both countries.”
President Ali noted that even as the
MoU has been signed, it is pivotal that
investors from both Guyana and
Trinidad are fully on board. He opined
that in Guyana alone, there are tremendous opportunities for investment, welcoming Trinidadian investors to take
advantage of the opportunities available
here.
He disclosed that government has
already taken Prime Minister Rowley to
visit expansive areas across the country

Guyana’s Irfaan Ali with T&T’s Keith Rowley after the MOU was signed

that are ripe for investment.
He stated that even as opportunities
are available for investment and the increased production of local goods, there
must be ease of connection and logistics
for the delivery and transport of these
products.
Further, Guyana’s President said
that the two countries are already in
talks for a cargo-plus ferry that would
be a necessary investment to facilitate
better trade relations between the two
states.
President, Dr Irfaan Ali speaks at
the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on Sunday as Trinidad and
Tobago’s Prime Minister, Dr Keith
Rowley listens attentively
“As we speak to you now, we’re already exploring the possibility of having
a cargo-plus ferry facility as an experiment between Guyana [and] Trinidad,
moving people and goods and services,”
President Ali stated.
The Head of State opined that this
MoU serves as a platform to address the
issues currently faced by CARICOM
states, noting his confidence that it will
produce fruitful bearings for both countries.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Rowley expressed similar sentiments, stating
that the recent discussions with President Ali and by extension the signing of
the MoU has demonstrated that CARI-

COM states can find for the wider region and individual states, solutions to
many problems, especially in the fight
for food security.
“I want to say to the people of
Guyana and the people of Trinidad and
Tobago, and the wider CARICOM that
we [are] limited only by our own vision
and our own commitment to do what
has to be done. Once we commit ourselves to do what has to be done to improve our circumstances, nothing will
prevent us from achieving success.”
He issued a call to the private sector of both states, saying: “Our private
sectors need to refocus our investment
in food supply from production to transportation to processing and distribution.
And if CARICOM people do that,
then we will improve our circumstances. We have identified those possibilities. We have identified those
requirements. We are taking those decisions, and it is now only for us to execute them and get the kinds of results
that we could have.”
The Prime Minister added that in
the plans there are already systems in
place that will see tremendous cooperation between the young people of
Trinidad and Tobago and the young people of Guyana.
He noted that the Government of
Trinidad has already embarked on assessments to determine how it can fur-

ther collaborate with Guyana to cater to
the local energy sector. Prime Minister
Rowley disclosed that based on preliminary findings, Trinidad has the ability
to provide air transport services to
Guyana’s oil-and-gas sector.
“Only yesterday [Saturday], a test
flight from Trinidad and Tobago out to
one of your platforms here in the energy
sector has confirmed that Trinidad and
Tobago’s national helicopter service is
in a position to provide Guyana in the
energy sector with support… physical
support… as you are required to move
forward in your exploitation of those
needs.”
Noting that the signed MoU is the
first step, the Trinidad Prime Minister
added that in keeping with the goal of
reducing the region’s food-importation
bill by 25 per cent by 2025, the next few
months are set to see major cooperation
between the people at the southernmost
point of CARICOM, the people in the
manufacturing hubs in Trinidad and Tobago, and Trinidad’s private sector.
The MoU seeks to address non-tariff barriers, areas of trade and investment, agriculture and food security,
security, energy, infrastructure, education tourism, sports and culture with the
aim of developing a strategic partnership for the mutual benefit of the two
countries and the wider community.
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Guyana
welcomes
new
Malaysian
Consul
General
The Honourable Hugh Hilton
Todd, Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation
today presented Exequatur to Ms.
Kalavathi Seegopaul, confirming
her appointment as the Honorary
Consul of Malaysia to Guyana.
Minister Todd welcomed the
newly appointed Honorary Consul
and took the opportunity to discuss
the strengthening of cooperation
between Guyana and Malaysia in
areas including oil and gas, health,
diplomatic training, and private
sector engagement among others.
The presence of an Honorary
Consul in Guyana is an important
step toward greater collaboration
between the two countries, in addition to the facilitation of services
for the Malaysian diaspora.

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Stabroek Online Market activated, Mia Mottley is ﬁrst client
ONE of Guyana’s newest electronic
shopping platforms, Stabroek Online
Marketplace (SOM), was activated on
Thursday with the purchase of an item
by Prime Minister of Barbados, Mia
Mottley.
Prime Minister Mottley, who was in
Guyana for the inaugural Agri-Investment Forum and Expo from May 19-21,
visited SOM’s booth at the ‘expo’ and,
upon the invitation of President Dr. Irfaan Ali, purchased an oil painting titled
“Cultured Frog”, done by Guyanese
artist, Diana Luke-King.
According to a press release, the
company is an e-commerce platform created mainly to facilitate Guyanese businesses that are buying and selling across
local, regional and international borders.
The platform also includes another
division, Stabroek Travel, which is an ebooking platform for local tour experiences and accommodation.
The company’s services were marketed on a large scale during the recent
three-day forum and ‘expo’ at the Arthur
Chung Conference Centre.
Chief Executive Officer of SOM,
Althea Toney, was quoted in the release
as saying: “SOM was delighted to participate in this inaugural event as we
sought to showcase Guyana’s agroprocessors and producers of food items
on the international market.
“Guyana once was referred to as the
breadbasket of the Caribbean’ and
slowly we are returning to those glorious
days. With the right kind of investments
happening and with the right people having dialogues we can begin to see the
policies being implemented to ensure
food security.”
Toney further added: “At SOM, we

President Dr. Irfaan Ali (second left) invites Prime Minister of Barbados, Mia Mottley to make the first purchase on
SOM, as Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Dr. Keith Rowley (third left) looks on

want to make sure that our local producers of food have access to the regional
market, thereby assisting in achieving
the goals set out by CARICOM to reduce the region’s food import bill by
2025.
“Additionally, the Private Sector’s
involvement in assisting CARICOM is

essential if we want the 2025 goal to be
achieved, and I believe this forum provides an excellent platform for essential
decisions to be made by our regional
stakeholders and governments.”
The inaugural Agri–Investment
Forum and Expo forms part of a wider
plan by the Community (CARICOM) to

reduce the region’s multibillion-dollar
food-import bill by 25 per cent by 2025.
Patrons who visited the booth were
also encouraged to sign up as well as sell
their products or services on the SOM
portal. The company said sellers who
register now will receive a free 30-day
subscription.

Monkeypox cases climbing in Quebec
Ten more cases of monkeypox were
confirmed in Quebec Tuesday, bringing
Canada’s total case count to 15.
It was only the week prior that the
province reported its first case of the
virus.
The Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos,
Minister of Health, said in a statement
Tuesday that Canada can expect more
cases to be confirmed in the coming
days.
“I know Canadians are concerned,”
Duclos said. “The Government of
Canada is prepared to respond to emerging public health events and take precautions to prevent the introduction and
spread of communicable diseases.”
Monkeypox is a rare disease that

Jean-Yves Duclos

comes from the same family of viruses
that causes smallpox and was declared
eradicated by the World Health Organization in 1980. The virus is reportedly

spread by prolonged close contact.
Symptoms are said to include fever,
headache, muscle aches, exhaustion,
swollen lymph nodes and lesions.
The Public Health Agency of
Canada said it was investigating around
two dozen monkeypox cases in addition
to the cases that were already confirmed
in Quebec.
Toronto Public Health said it was
also investigating Ontario’s first possible
case over the weekend.
While the global understanding of
monkeypox is still evolving, Duclos assured the situation is different than what
Canada saw with the emergence of
COVID-19.
“We do have a supply of vaccines,

which we will be sure to maintain, and
we are working hand-in-hand with our
provincial and territorial counterparts to
rollout our response plan as quickly as
possible,” Duclos said.
Duclos said the public health
agency will continue to provide updates,
noting that Canada will be releasing updated guidance for infection prevention
and control in the health care system.
Duclos said that in the meantime,
people should take precautions.
“I want to remind Canadians that
this disease spreads via close contacts —
so public health measures like physical
distancing, handwashing, and respiratory
etiquette, such as wearing masks, can
help reduce your risk.”
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Kartik Aaryan: admitted to dating an actor but did not name her

Kartik Aaryan admits he
dated a Bollywood actor
Kartik Aaryan, who is currently basking on the
success of his latest release, ‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2’,
recently revealed that he has dated a Bollywood
actor in the past as he spoke about link-up rumours
and infidelity in the industry.
In an interview with a news portal, the actor
was asked if he has ever dated a Bollywood actor.
Without naming her, Kartik answered affirmatively.
He also went on to talk about infidelity in the industry. According to him, if two actors are working
together and go out for a coffee, it gets reported that
they are dating. However, that doesn’t stop him
from hanging out with his co-stars and friends.
Elaborating further, Kartik added that even if

four people go out, the media publishes photos of
just two. According to him, because of this, it
seems strange when they get ‘spotted’ with someone else later. Reports were rife that Kartik was in
a relationship with his 'Love Aaj Kal' co-star Sara
Ali Khan. However, they soon parted ways for reasons best known to them. The rumoured couple
also never made their relatiosnhip official.
Directed by Anees Bazmee, ‘Bhool Bhulaiyaa
2’ also stars Tabu and Kiara Advani in lead roles.
The movie has been receiving positive reviews
from the audience and the critics alike. The movie
also locked horns with Kangana Ranaut starrer
‘Dhaakad’ at the box office.
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Investor eyes Soesdyke-Linden
highway for $85M complex
AN anticipated increase in economic activities along the Soesdyke-Linden Highway has prompted a local
company, J.S.B Investments Incorporated, to explore the possibility of establishing a state-of-the-art, heavy-duty
machinery and equipment sales and
services centre within the area.
As outlined by the company in a
project summary seen by the Guyana
Chronicle, the facility will be one of the
first of its kind along the highway.
Stretching across two acres of land,
the complex will house a heavy-duty
services centre, machinery and equipment showroom, wash bay, administrative block, fuel and lubricants storage,
and dispensation building, among other
things.
The estimated cost of this massive
project is $85 million, which, according
to the company, will cover construction
of the required building, infrastructure,
and the procurement of machinery and
equipment.
“There will also be heavy-duty machinery and equipment, trucks, and construction and road-building equipment
inventory to an estimated value of
G$3,000,000,000,” J.S.B Investments
said.
Once operational, the massive complex will create direct employment for
more than 20 persons, while there will
be spin-off benefits for other stakeholders.
The contributions of this project to
the local economy would add to those
which accrue from the company’s existing wharf facility located at Block R
Soesdyke and other operations.
Its potential operation along the
highway will be well positioned to support work on the Linden to Lethem
Road, the planned establishment of a
secondary city in the Soesdyke area, and
other transformative projects on the
cards.
Overall, J.S.B Investment Incorporated’s project would support the construction
boom
and
general
transformation of the country’s infrastructural landscape.
It was reported that Guyana’s vibrant construction industry is expected
to grow by 10.5 per cent in 2022.
Senior Minister in the Office of the
President with responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh, during his pres-

A section of the Soesdyke-Linden Highway that will soon be home to a major company

entation of Budget 2022 in January, had
said: “Mr. Speaker, the government is
committed to filling the substantial infrastructural gaps that exist across our
nation. In 2022, we will continue to invest heavily in construction projects
across all sectors, alongside major projects coming from private-sector investment initiatives.”
Available estimates from the Bank
of Guyana show that the construction
sector grew by 29.8 per cent in 2021
when compared with 2020.
“[This is] underpinned by both the
major public infrastructure buildout that
is currently underway, as well as increased private-sector activity in indus-

trial, commercial, and residential construction,” Dr. Singh related.
Last year, it was widely reported
that from the housing sector to the agricultural sector, there was the mobilisation of resources from both private and
public-sector stakeholders, who laid the
foundation to capitalise on the impending local growth.
Private projects, as reported, ranged
from the construction of hotels and
apartment complexes, to shopping complexes and office buildings, among other
things.
In the public sector, aside from constructing several low-income houses and
houses for young professionals, there

were upgrades to highways, main roads,
and miscellaneous roads countrywide.
This was also supplemented by the commencement of construction of new
roads. Last year, there was some $58.2
billion worth of planned expenditure on
public infrastructure. On the capital side,
the budget for infrastructure was $32.9
billion, or 32 per cent of the total allocation for 2021.
This year, the government has allocated the largest portion of its milestone
$552.9 billion Budget 2022 to the Ministry of Public Works.
A total of $96.1 billion has been allocated to the ministry, which is responsible for the country’s infrastructure.
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Shuttered T&T reﬁnery can be
used for Guyana oil: Rowley
Dr. Keith Rowley, Prime Minister
of Guyana’s closest Caribbean Community (CARICOM) oil producing nation,
Trinidad and Tobago (T&T), has publicly confirmed that once the lease or
sale arrangement currently taking place
with regard it’s Petroleum Refinery
(Petrotrin) then the facility can be made
available to process Guyana’s oil if the
country is interested.
The confirmation was made by Dr.
Rowley on his return to T&T on Sunday
last during a press briefing for that country’s media corps. He was asked to clarify his country’s position given that
earlier in the day during a presser in
Guyana he did not give a definitive response when asked about the possibility
of the country using Petrotrin to process
its entitlements.
According to Dr. Rowley, “I didn’t
want to get into too much of a discussion
in that environment because we have
here in T&T a process underway and
that process is that we have gone out
publicly and we had I think three or four
interested parties.”
With this in mind, he reminded that
in his latest report to that country’s parliament on the issue he had outlined that
Petrotrin was currently in its evaluation

The now closed Petrotrin refinery in Trinidad

process and has since identified one
company to move forward with.
He was adamant it was for this reason he did not want to go in depth into
the issue while in Guyana.
Recalling the reasons for the closure of Petrotrin, Dr. Rowley pointed to
the inadequate supply of oil to be
sourced locally, which led to that country
resorting to importing as much as
120,000 barrels of oil daily in order to
keep the refinery open.

This, he said, came at a loss to the
country since under that arrangement
T&T was in fact losing as much as
US$15 on each barrel imported.
“So in that situation, we closed the
refining operations of our involvement
in the oil business and we always said,
as we had just done, if there is anybody
who has a supply of oil or who can access a supply of oil and such person or
entity would like to use the refinery, we
can make an arrangement.”

It was in this vein the Prime Minister confirmed that, “if Guyana has oil
and Guyana is interested with someone
who we have selected here or are selecting, then those conversations should take
place.”
He did express confidence that the
conversations regarding the refining of
Guyana’s oil will evolve.
According to Dr. Rowley, it all has
to do with a refinery which exists and
which can with some not so insignificant
effort be brought back into operation if
an entity with a supply of oil were to be
found.
The T&T Prime Minister was
adamant, if any can source the oil in
order to re-open the refinery, “we would
be happy.”
He told his press corps, “we always
would be happy if the refinery is operating…It doesn’t have to be a government
refinery to be a contributor to our economy but it all turns on an availability of
oil which will not cost the people of
T&T significant losses.”
Guyana has since collected its first
entitlement of oil from the Liza II field
in the Stabroek Block and has been selling crude on the world market.

CRIME & COURTS

Woman killed husband before going to bed
A 50-year-old Port Kaituma
woman, on Friday reportedly confessed
to stabbing her husband to death in their
kitchen after a drinking session they
had at their home on Thursday.
She told police that after stabbing
the man identified as Felix Henry, a 43year-old chainsaw operator, she left
him in a sitting position on the kitchen
floor and then headed to bed for a nap.
The woman claimed that she did
not know he was dead until she woke
up around 06:00hrs the following day
and saw his motionless body in a pool
of blood on their kitchen floor.
However, police only learnt that
Henry was killed after his 28-year-old
son visited the couple’s home located
at 10 Miles, Port Kaituma, Region One.
According to police, the son got
there around 06:30hrs and when he saw
that Henry was dead, he immediately
alerted police at the Port Kaituma Police Station.
Ranks visited the home around
09:40hrs to conduct the necessary in-

vestigations and removed Henry’s remains.
Investigators were also able to locate the suspected murder weapon, a
brown handle knife with bloodstains, at
the crime scene and noted that there
was a wound measuring two inches at
Henry’s neck.
They arrested the woman and
while interrogating her, she admitted to
killing her husband.
She confessed that they had
started drinking together at 17:00hrs on
Thursday. Later that evening, they got

into an argument with each other.
The woman, identified only as
“Inese”, further alleged that Henry
armed himself with a cutlass and began
to chase her around the yard. She then
allegedly retaliated by heading to the
kitchen for a knife to defend herself.
Henry reportedly followed her there,
she stabbed him to his neck and he fell
to the floor.
According to her, Henry has been
abusing her for some 20 years now.
However, persons who knew the
couple well said it was the other way

around. In fact, they alleged that the
couple had not even been together for
such a long period (20 year).
The individuals related that the
woman would normally get violent
when she is under the influence and on
one occasion, she had stabbed one of
“Henry’s eyes out.”
They even claimed that Henry was
not her first victim since she had reportedly killed a spouse before. Henry was
described as a hardworking man who
cut wood for a living.

Mom ﬁnds 5 year-old hanging from tree
A mother on Wednesday found her five-year-old son
hanging from a guava tree close to a swinger in their yard
at Akawini, Pomeroon River, Region Two.
The 25-year-old woman told police that she found the
child, and according to police the five-year-old boy is
presently in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC).
His mother said that earlier that morning she and her
son we lying on her bed watching a movie on her phone.
She had reportedly fallen asleep. The woman continued that she woke-up a short while after and could not find

her son. She reportedly checked around her house but he
was not there.
The young mother then ventured into the yard where
she saw him hanging from the Guava tree. She claimed
that she rushed to his aid and took him down by removing
the rope that was around his neck.
The child was unresponsive and reportedly not
breathing so she alerted relatives and together they rushed
him to the Charity Hospital. Doctors there tended to him
and after reviving the child, he was transferred to the Suddie Public Hospital.
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African press blasts use of blacks
in monkeypox coverage
The Foreign Press Association of
Africa is blasting media organisations
that continue to use images of black people in stories about the outbreak of monkeypox in Europe and North America.
The Association has registered its
displeasure against such media outlets,
arguing that their continued use of images bearing persons with dark/black
skin and African skin shows prejudice.
In a statement Monday, the Association noted that the World Health Organisation has described monkeypox as a
zoonotic disease caused by the monkeypox virus, a member of the orthopoxvirus genus in the family of
poxviridae.
“As any other disease, it can occur
in any region in the world and afflict
anyone, regardless of race or ethnicity.
As such, we believe that no race or skin
complexion should be the face of this
disease,” it stated.
The Association said it finds it disturbing for European and North American media outlets to use stock images
bearing people with dark/black and
African skin complexion to depict an
outbreak of the disease in the United
Kingdom and North America.
“Shouldn’t it be logical that if you
are talking about the outbreak of monkeypox in Europe or the Americas, you
should use images from hospitals across
Europe or the Americas? Or in the absence of such, use a collection of electron micrographs with labelled
subcellular structures?” it further stated.
“We condemn the perpetuation of
this negative stereotype that assigns
calamity to the African race and privilege or immunity to other races,” it

Monkeypox is spreading in Europe and around the world

added.
And it also questioned the convenience of using such images to tell the
world how Europe and America are reeling from the outbreak of monkeypox.
The
Association
questioned
whether the media are in the business of
preserving white purity through black
criminality or culpability and said it

finds these actions to be very insensitive.
“It is glaring in the lack of dignity
afforded to black and brown-skinned
victims of disease outbreaks. It is a lack
of nuance and empathy given to people
suffering from this disease,” it said.
It argued that at a time when the
world is forging alliances against systemic racism and racial stereotypes, the

media should be at the forefront of shaping positive images and narratives.
Is urging the editorial managers of
the offending media outlets to update
their image policies and censure their
staff from the allure of using images of
Africans, people of African descent or
people living in Africa to depict outbreaks of diseases or any calamities.

JA pension delays fault of the mail
Jamaica’s Accountant General’s
Department (AGD) has blamed the
postal service for long delays being experienced by former public servants residing here who are complaining
bitterly about late pension payments.
To receive their pension, the former government workers have to be
sent a life certificate from the AGD,
get it notarised and sent back to the
AGD, proving that they are not deceased. But getting the life certificates
has been proving to be a constant hassle, pensioners have said.
Pensioners say they might be living in the United States but they rely
on their pension to pay off mortgages,
school fees, and to generally assist
family members back in Jamaica.
“The major concern is the time it
takes for pensioners to receive life certificates, have them notarised, and return to the department on time to
ensure that payment of such pension is
not suspended,” said Milton G Han-

chard, a former headmaster of Belfield
All-Age (now primary) School in St
Mary.
One pensioner who knows of others in a similar predicament, said: “We
never receive them automatically. In
order to ensure that the certificates are
returned on time, some pensioners say
they have been forced to use courier
service at a much higher cost than the
regular postal service or through the
Jamaican consulates in Miami and
New York — both of which are unreliable.”

Acknowledging the overseas pensioners’ complaints, AGD spokesman
Garfield Chambers said the department
empathised with them, but blamed the
tardiness of the postal system and challenges brought by the novel coronavirus pandemic.
“The situation is compounded by
the ongoing pandemic and the usual
challenges of the postal system. We are
trying to improve our timeliness in
sending out certificates as, regrettably,
our overseas pensioners cannot rely on
the postal service to have their hard

copy certificate delivered on time,”
said Chambers.
But the customer service officer
underscored the importance of life certificates being received by his department before pension payments could
be made, adding that the AGD makes
allowance for at least six weeks between dispatching and date of return.
AGD pensioners are required to
submit a life certificate for each quarter, while one is required every six
months by the National Insurance
Scheme (NIS), which is administered
by the Ministry of Labour and Social
Security. The life certificates are to
prevent fraud by living people receiving payment in the name of deceased
individuals.
Chambers also implored pensioners to “utilise all our available touch
points to make contact if you are not in
receipt of your certificate for the quarter by the end of the preceding quarter”.
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Patricia Scotland on Caribbean
tour as she faces challenge
Commonwealth secretary-general
Patricia Scotland is currently in St Kitts
and Nevis to attend the three-day eighth
Annual Conference of the Commonwealth Caribbean Association of Integrity
Commissions
and
Anti-Corruption Bodies (CCAICACB)
from May 23 to 25.
She is to be guest speaker at the
conference.
Her trip is part of a broader journey
around the Caribbean, a release from the
Commonwealth Secretariat stated, that
began on May 21 and will end on the
31st. During her time in the eastern
Caribbean she will hold bilateral talks
with Commonwealth leaders and senior
officials in Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica and St Lucia.
She will also speak at the Commonwealth Regional Data Science and
Innovation Ecosystem Workshop, to be
held in Antigua and Barbuda from May
30 to June 1.
Scotland is being challenged by Jamaica’s foreign minister, Kamina Johnson Smith for the post of
secretary-general, although Scotland insists that there is no vacancy, with two
years left in her eight-year term.
Johnson Smith’s candidature has

spurred criticism among some in the
Caribbean Community, including current head, Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime
Minister Gaston Browne, who has
called her candidature a “monumental
error,” saying it risks dividing the regional group that has given overwhelming support to Scotland for a second
term.
Johnson Smith received the backing of the United Kingdom, which publicly announced its support for her
candidature this week. The Maldives
and Singapore have already endorsed
her.
Scotland’s first term, which has
been extended until the next elections,
has been marred by questions of her
governance. She has denied the allegations against her.
The UK, Australia and New
Zealand had cut their funding of the organisation that is headed by Britain’s
Queen Elizabeth.
Tuvalu also has a candidate in the
race.
The elections will take place at
next month’s meeting of Commonwealth leaders in Rwanda.
Commonwealth Secretary General Patricia Scotland

Surinam Airways suspends T&T ﬂights
Surinam Airways has announced
that it has been forced to suspend its
services as of Monday, after close to
three decades of operations into Portof-Spain, Trinidad.
The airline did not say what
caused the immediate suspension but
said it will review its brand model and
its economic viability throughout its
route network.
According to Surinam Airways’
spokesperson of the near 60-year-old
Government owned airline, “The departure from Port-of-Spain as any other
restructuring and organization development process, is a difficult decision for
us to suspend operations to Trinidad
market after 29 years servicing the
people of this beautiful island. Our
heart is saddened that we have to separate from the over three decades of relationship with our General Sales
Agent (GSA), loyal staff, committed
people, travel agents, and authorities of
this destination. Thank you for the trust
and your invaluable support for making us a trusted airline. However, we
are hopeful that we can resume after
reviewing our route network and the
fleet requirement to ensure sustainable
growth in the region and to continue
operations to ten or more destinations
in the future.”

Surinam Airways suspending services to Port of Spain after 30 years

The airline added that passengers
whose flight has been affected will be
accommodated by an arrangement with
Caribbean Airlines Limited (CAL) and
are asked to contact their travel agents

or Surinam Airways directly by email
callcenter@flyslm.com
Surinam Airways, also known by
its initial SLM, is the flag carrier of
Suriname, based in Paramaribo which

operates regional and long-haul passenger services from its hub at Johan
Adolf Pengel International Airport (
Zanderij).
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Rowley victim of scammer in
Gates Foundation donation claim
Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley says information he
received suggesting that his country was
being offered significant funding from
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation,
in fact, came from a scammer who was
seeking to get money from him.
He said he will report the matter to
the police.
The Prime Minister had told a news
conference Sunday that he had receiv-ed
word from the United Nations’ General
Secretary saying that T&T was in place
to receive the funding.
However, the Prime Minister issued
a statement yesterday saying it was all a
scam.
“Last Saturday whilst in Guyana,
the chairman of Caricom communicated
with me that the Office of the SecretaryGeneral of the UN wanted to reach me
and a couple other Caricom Heads, to
advise us that he had received a substantial grant from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation to be distributed
among us in its ongoing poverty alleviation programme,” Dr Rowley said.
He added: “I returned a call to the
Secretary-General on Sunday (whose
number and profile picture I have on my
phone). I thought nothing unusual of this
up to this point, since the Gates Foundation had made grants to Trinidad and Tobago at least twice before. This being so,

T&T Prime Minister Keith Rowley

I mentioned at the press conference on
Sunday that I was advised that we are to
be allocated another grant as described.
“Today, I attempted to speak to the
SG on the number I was carrying on my
phone but was only able to communicate
by WhatsApp and not voice. A person
purporting to be the SG attempted to encourage me to use a foreign bank to receive this grant but there would be a
significant processing fee.”

Dr Rowley said that his suspicion
was further aroused when the person on
the other end attempted to guide him towards making a substantial deposit in a
Chinese bank as a prerequisite to receiving the grant.
“Having requested and not receiving any documentation and being contacted in a familiarity not normally
associated with the Office of the SG, I
was now convinced that this was a most

brazen scam being run in the shocking
manner as described. I subsequently
checked with the chairman of Caricom
to see what was happening at his end. He
forwarded a stream of WhatsApp messages purporting to be coming from the
Secretary-General attempting to reinforce the confidence trick, through the
involvement of this other high office,”
the PM said in the statement published
on his Facebook page Sunday.
He said he was satisfied that there
was no grant but that there was a “brazen
attempt to scam countries through the
use of impersonation and identity theft.”
“I will be referring this matter to the
Trinidad and Tobago Police Service and
all other relevant authorities,” the PM
said.
Speaking on his return from
Guyana in the VIP Lounge at the Piarco
International Airport on Sunday, Dr
Rowley had said, “Today, I have been
advised that we are lucky to be identified
for a not-insignificant share of some
funding to be made available from the
Bill Gates Foundation. I spoke to the
Secretary General of the United Nations
who has identified us for that gift that we
will accept and put to good use in T&T.”
He did not give details on what
would have qualified T&T for the funds
and what the amount of it was to be, as
he went on to discuss other matters.

T&T business group praises Guyana MOU
The T&T Chamber of Industry
and Commerce and the Trinidad and
Tobago Manufacturers’ Association
were both full of praise following the
signing of the Guyana – T&T Memorandum of Understanding over the
weekend.
In a release the TTCIC said, “The
recent signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding by the Governments of
Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago is a
significant step forward for trade and
investment relations between our two
countries and CARICOM as a whole.”
The Chamber noted, the MOU,
which is targeted at agriculture, food
security, energy, education, national security and tourism, “comes at a critical
time when the world is facing threats to
global supply chains, extreme weather
events, security issues and rising costs
of living.”
The chamber said however there
were other issues of trade to be addressed to further bolster regional
trade.
The release said, “As a private

sector organization that supports regional trade and investment, we recognize that one of the major pain points
that must be addressed is non-tariff barriers (NTBs). To this end, we welcome
an assessment of identified NTBs and
look forward to the findings as we
move towards the realization of the objectives of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy.”
The release continued, “We are
pleased that a high-level Commission
to oversee the implementation of the
MOU will be established and will include representatives of both the public
and the private sector. The global
trends that are presenting challenges to
the region are clear and we now have
an opportunity to work together for the
sustainability of the CARICOM
economies. The T&T Chamber stands
ready to support any initiatives in making this a reality.”
The TTMA said it welcomed this
official signing, which the association
said will assist in further solidifying
existing trade relationships between

Tricia Coosal

both countries.
TTMA President Tricia Coosal
said, “The TTMA endorses the collaboration between the two Governments
and commends the Heads of State on
their foresight in the signing of the
MOU, which includes inter alia, the
areas of Trade and Investment, Agricul-

ture and Food Security, Security, Energy and Infrastructure. The MOU will
serve as a catalyst for the promotion of
free trade within CARICOM, while at
the same time promote the deepening
of the CSME process, allowing the
tenets of true integration among a
group of countries to be solidified as
was envisioned by the framers of the
CSME process.”
She added, “TTMA believes the
continued relationship between both
Governments is promising as we seek
to resolve trade barriers, which are
known to curtail the development and
progress of countries. As an organisation, TTMA shares an amicable working relationship with our counterpart,
the Guyana Manufacturing and Services Association (GMSA), having
hosted its re-elected President at one of
our webinars in April, 2022. In fact, the
TTMA is in the process of finalizing
our own MOU with the GMSA, which
will seek the mutual benefit of the
manufacturing sectors of both countries
as it relates to trade.”
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Hetmyer 'will be missed' but WI
hopes he is available in future
Shimron Hetmyer has not made an
international appearance since the T20
World Cup last year, but West Indies remain hopeful that he will make himself
available for future tours.
Hetmyer has missed all of West Indies' bilateral series in the last six
months, either because of personal reasons or on fitness grounds. He has returned to the IPL for the final stages of
the season after leaving the tournament's bubble to be present for the birth
of his son, but made himself unavailable
for their upcoming tours to the Netherlands and Pakistan in order to spend
time with his family.
"We got the email from Hetty saying that he is unavailable for selection
because of the birth of his child,"
Desmond Haynes, West Indies' lead selector, said earlier this month when the
squad for the upcoming tours was announced. "That is all the information we
received so we acted that way; we had
considered him for selection and the

Shimron Hetmyer last played for West Indies in the T20 World Cup in 2021

note stated he was unavailable."

Roddy Estwick, West Indies' assis-

Indians in their final group game on Sat-

tant coach, said on Friday that Hetmyer

urday. "Our expectation is to win all

"will be missed" on the twin tours after

three ODIs [in the Netherlands] but it's

his excellent IPL season for Rajasthan

not going to be easy," Estwick said.

Royals. Before their game against

"Remember, a lot of the players won't

Chennai Super Kings on Friday, he had

have played in conditions like the ones

scored 291 runs at a strike rate of

we'll encounter in the Netherlands.

166.28, but Estwick said that the squad

"It's about how quickly we adjust

selected would have to cope without

to conditions. We've only got a couple

him.

of days' practice before we go into the
"If someone like Hetmyer's not

first ODI so it's all about adjusting and

playing, you're obviously going to miss

getting used to the conditions and then

his talent," Estwick said. "He's having

executing plans as well as possible."

an outstanding season for Rajasthan

West Indies' series in the Nether-

Royals. He's doing very, very well. He's

lands comprises three ODIs in Am-

playing well. "He will be missed, but at

stelveen on May 31, June 2 and 4, while

the end of the day, he's not there. He's

the tour of Pakistan involves three ODIs

asked not to be selected for this tour so

in Rawalpindi on June 8, 10 and 12.

we have to get on without him and we
hope that he will make himself available
for future tours."
Estwick also confirmed that West
Indies' IPL players would fly straight to
the Netherlands once their respective
franchises' seasons have ended.
Nicholas Pooran and Romario
Shepherd [both Sunrisers Hyderabad]
will travel after the group stage, Kyle
Mayers [Lucknow Super Giants] and
Alzarri Joseph [Gujarat Titans] will
both be involved in the playoffs, while
Rovman Powell's itinerary will depend
on whether Delhi Capitals beat Mumbai
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