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MR HATIB

African Medium Competent Spiritual Healer
Serious in their field, return of love, love unfaithfulness, Family, Social success, Business,
heritage, Commerice, Exams, Good Luck in
Games, Sexual impotence, Release from a Spell, etc. Quick Results.
100% Guaranteed & Confidentiality Pay After Results. (Keele & Wilson)

Call 416-319-7156
See my ad
on Page 2

AGRI FORUM: Several Caribbean leaders are in Guyana for the Agri- Investment Forum and Expo, which is taking place this week in Georgetown, and
among them is Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley, pictured here with Equality’s Bhaskar Sharma, who is covering the event. Among the leaders present is
T&T Prime Minister Keith Rowley, who visited State House, where he met with
Guyana President Dr. Irfaan Ali, Agriculture Minister Zulfikar Mustapha, Oneidge
Walrond, Minister of Tourism, Industry, and Commerce and a team of high-level
officials (at left). The two leaders engaged in broad, extensive bilateral talks and
pledged to deepen ties between the two countries. Broader discussions on enhanced co-operation among CARICOM nations are expected to take place during
the Expo. The forum is geared towards the promotion, engagement, and informed
dialogue among key stakeholders along the agri-food value chain.
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal
Bank for 18 years
* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team
leadership, inclusive of management
* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals
* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to
successful home ownership

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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Survey: More than half of Canadians
exposed to racism against immigrants
Over half of Canadians under age
35 come across racist or prejudiced remarks about immigrants on the internet,
a new survey suggests.
Forty-two per cent of all respondents to the online survey by Leger and
the Association for Canadian Studies
said they saw or heard racist content
about immigrants in cyberspace.
Almost half aged 18 to 34 said they
encountered racist remarks about Black
people online, and the same proportion
heard such remarks about Indigenous
people.
About two in five in the same age
group said they ran into this type of content about Asian Canadians.
The case of a white gunman accused of massacring 10 Black people in
a racist attack at a Buffalo, N.Y., supermarket last weekend has highlighted the
role of social media to promote hatred.
The online survey of 1,697 Canadians during the week of April 25 cannot be assigned a margin of error
because internet-based polls are not
considered random samples.
Jack Jedwab, president of the Association for Canadian Studies, said the

Scene from a recent anti-racism protest in Ottawa

indication that younger people are more
likely to see this sort of content is unsurprising.
“A lot more young people are exposed to these things because they're
much more active and engaged on social
media,” he said.
About 10 per cent of respondents
said they often see racist remarks online
about different racial groups.
“I don't think you could argue that
one out of 10 is not that high, because it

actually represents a substantial number
of people who are seeing this type of diatribe on a daily basis in social media,”
Jedwab said.
Non-white respondents were more
likely than their white counterparts to
say they encountered racist remarks online.
About three in five non-white respondents said they came across racist
remarks about immigrants, compared to
about two in five white respondents.

Jedwab said this degree of exposure to racist content should be cause for
concern in light of the recent shooting
in Buffalo.
The U.S. Department of Justice is
investigating the shooting as a hate
crime and an act of racially motivated
violent extremism.
Regular exposure to racist and
hateful content online can make people
desensitized, potentially allowing a
fringe phenomenon to become mainstream, Jedwab said.
When asked what they do upon
coming across this type of content,
young people said they do nothing “because there's too much of it, and they
don't know where to begin to deal with
it,” he added.
The federal government has proposed a law to clamp down on hate
speech and abuse by blocking certain
websites and forcing platforms to
swiftly remove content.
Critics have said this approach
could curtail the rights of marginalized
groups by having their posts misconstrued as harmful.

Driver gets 17 years in jail for killing family
A driver who struck and killed a
woman and her three young daughters
nearly two years ago "gambled with
other people's lives" when he took the
wheel after consuming cannabis, an Ontario judge said Monday in sentencing
him to 17 years behind bars.
Brady Robertson's "cavalier attitude" towards driving laws called out
for a significant sentence, Ontario Court
Justice Sandra Caponecchia told a
Brampton, ON, court.
Robertson had accumulated 15
driving infractions in the 2 1/2 years before the June 18, 2020 crash in Brampton that killed Karolina Ciasullo and her
daughters Klara, Lilianna and Mila,
who were between the ages of six and
one.
Just two days earlier, on June 16,
Robertson had failed to stop at an intersection and crashed into a barrier, the
judge said. As a result of the impact, he
was "jolted out of his slumber," and
sped away to evade police, she said. The

fact that no one was hurt in that incident
is "pure happenstance," the judge said.
Robertson was not deterred by any
previous penalties for his driving, and
the June 16 crash did not serve as a
"wake up call," as it should have,
Caponecchia said. Instead, on June 18,
he got behind the wheel again, having
consumed cannabis earlier that morning, she said.
"I have avoided calling both
crashes an accident. That is because
both were anything but an accident;
both crashes were crimes, not accidents," she said.
"Both crimes were 100 per cent
avoidable, had Mr. Robertson had any
regard for the lives and safety of others."
Robertson, 21, will receive nearly
three years in credit for time already
served awaiting trial, bringing the total
down to 14 years and two months. His
sentence relates to both crashes and includes a driving ban spanning 20 years

beyond his release.
Gasps could be heard amid sobs in
the packed courtroom as Caponecchia
delivered her sentence.
Outside, Ciasullo's relatives denounced the sentence as inadequate in
light of Robertson's actions and the permanent, devastating impact on their
lives. "As much as Canada is a great
country, I am beyond disgusted with the

justice system that someone who takes
away four lives gets so little time," said
Anna Martin, Ciasullo's sister.
"Our whole family is devastated ...
No one is the same anymore."
Connie Ciasullo, Karolina Ciasullo's sister-in-law, said that after credit
for time served, Robertson will spend
roughly 3 1/2 years behind bars for each
life he took.

WE BUY VINYL RECORDS, LPs,
45s AND STEREO
GEAR. CASH PAID!
Local and Courteous. We come to you.
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Guyana and the Caribbean
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
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Gold mining operation to employ chemical-free technology
A Guyanese company, Atlantic
Gold Inc., has outlined plans to introduce chemical-free technology to
Guyana’s gold-mining industry through
its proposed multimillion-dollar project
in the Mazaruni and Cuyuni mining districts.
It is the company’s hope that the
project, which is undergoing an environmental and social impact assessment
(ESIA) spearheaded by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), will serve
as a model for development across the
mining industry.
As it is now, many operators in the
local gold-mining industry employ mercury, which is a liquid metal that is
mixed with ore containing gold to form
an amalgam. The amalgam is then
heated to burn off the mercury, and the
gold is left behind.
The problem is that the mercury
vapour released when the amalgam is
heated is highly poisonous, and can
cause serious health problems, if it is inhaled or absorbed through the skin.
Mercury could also enter the body
when it goes into streams or creeks, and
the water is used for drinking or cooking, or if contaminated fish from polluted streams are eaten.
To reduce such risks, Atlantic Gold
Inc., according to the EPA, has developed an Environmental Management
Plan.
The intention of this plan is to mitigate the potential, negative impacts and
risks and to enhance the potential, positive impacts of the proposed action.
“Environmental
management
measures address the environmental impacts and risks to both the physical and
socio-cultural environments. A monitoring programme has been developed for
the project. The monitoring programme
will provide data which would serve as
the basis to determine the environmental
performance of the operation,” the EPA
said.
The project will be monitored to
confirm its adherence to sound environmental management practices and contractually established operational
standards. Monitoring will be conducted
during the construction and operation
phases of the project.
The monitoring programme is designed to ensure that the trends for specific parameters are tracked. It will also
provide information on compliance with
legislation, guidelines and contractual
requirements for the construction and
operation of the facility.

A massive gold mine in Guyana’s Mahaica region

A detailed exploration programme
to determine the extent and to quantify
alluvial gold deposits at the site was undertaken by the company prior to 2015.
The results of that investigation
verified that gold is present in adequate
quantities and is of reasonable grade to
warrant the establishment of a mine and
mineral-processing operations at the site,
which is located approximately 150 kilometres northwest of the main regional
administrative centre of Bartica.
“The exploration results indicated
that economic alluvial deposits are present within the mining concession,” the
company said in information provided to
the EPA.
The alluvial deposits will be mined
by open-pit methods, and before commencement of the ore- excavation operation at any creek(s) within the area to

be mined, will be diverted by excavating
a channel to connect points on the creek
upstream and downstream of the mineralised zone.
“Each mineralised zone will be excavated as several ponds consisting of
bands. Excavation will only commence
on another band after completion of the
removal of paydirt from the preceding
band,” the company said.
At the commencement of operations, water will be withdrawn from the
creek being mined for mineral processing. The ore-recovery operation will
function in a closed loop for water supply, and water overflow from the previously excavated pond will be limited by
a berm maintained around the pond.
After the completion of mining, the
creek beds will be restored to their original depths and alignments and the di-

version channels will be backfilled. Gold
will be recovered by gravity separation,
using mobile screens and concentrator
units.
The company said the alluvial gold
process plant will recover gold totally by
gravimetric separation and no chemicals
will be utilised in the process.
This project, once operational, will
add to the vibrant gold-mining sub-sector which represents 8.8 per cent of the
country’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) – the third largest non-oil sector
of the economy – and more than 60 per
cent of the nation’s total non-oil export
earnings.
Guyana currently has over 25 mining companies active in Guyana, and
with the country poised for exponential
growth, more players are expected to
enter the industry.
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Wanted gangster on Canada wide
warrants accused of killing mom of 5
A convicted Calgary gangster is
wanted on Canada-wide warrants in the
death of an innocent bystander in a car
crash that orphaned the victim's five
children last week.
Police originally deemed the collision a result of a road rage incident involving gunfire but now believe it
began as a targeted attack on another
driver.
Talal Amer, 29, faces charges of attempted murder, manslaughter, reckless
discharge of a firearm, possession of a
prohibited firearm with an obliterated
serial number and several other gun-related offences.
Amer was once charged with six
counts of attempted murder in connection with a violent Calgary street war
around 2015. He ultimately pleaded
guilty to lesser offences.
Amer is now accused of chasing
and shooting at a man who was driving
a Volkswagen Jetta. The incident led to
two uninvolved vehicles being struck in
a Forest Lawn intersection.
Angela McKenzie, 40, died in the
crash, leaving behind five children, who
had lost their father three months earlier.
Police initially described the situation as an escalated road rage incident
but now say the investigation has led officers to believe the shooting was targeted with the driver of the Jetta being
the intended target.
Those inside the Jetta "did not exchange gunfire as previously thought,"

Talal Amer, 29, is wanted on Canada-wide warrants

said police in a written release issued
Monday.
Police say Amer was the only person in what has been determined to be
a stolen Chevy Silverado.
Investigators allege Amer "was the
aggressor" and pursued the Jetta, shooting at it before ultimately colliding with
McKenzie's vehicle.
"Our investigators have worked
day and night to identify the person responsible for the tragic death of Ms.
McKenzie," said the homicide unit's
Staff Sgt. Sean Gregson.
"This incident was a careless and
senseless display of violence in our

community, and we believe that Talal
Amer was solely responsible for the
death of Ms. McKenzie."
'She would give the shirt off her
back':
Last Tuesday, just after 11 p.m.,
police received several calls about gunfire and two vehicles driving erratically
along 36th Street S.E.
Several homes were struck by gunfire, and two uninvolved vehicles were
hit at 17th Avenue S.E.
In 2015, Calgary had 100 shootings, double the number over the previous year.
Amer and members of his family,

including his brother and cousins, were
involved in a bloody street war between
gangs around that time.
Amer was charged in 2016 with
instructing the commission of offences
for a criminal organization plus six
counts of attempted murder.
He ultimately pleaded guilty to
recklessly discharging a firearm and
conspiracy to traffic drugs after four
people were shot at on Nov. 29, 2015,
while sitting in a Cadillac Escalade
parked in a residential neighbourhood.
Amer and his brother were both
sentenced to 7½ years in prison. With
credit for time served, they had about
three years left behind bars when sentenced in May 2019.
During his guilty plea, Amer said
he had accepted responsibility for his
actions and wished to move forward
with his life.
One of the distinct characteristics
of the gun and gang violence around
2015 was family connections.
That year, the Calgary Police Service's guns and gangs unit compiled a
list of about 60 people considered
"high-level" participants in the gangs.
The idea was to help front-line officers
identify them and determine if any were
breaching court-ordered conditions.
On that list were several members
of the Amer family, including Talal, his
brother Barakat and two cousins, Badar
and Abdul.

Brown, Poilievre clash over racist shooting
Leadership candidates and the interim leader of the Conservative Party
are condemning the racist "white replacement theory" that allegedly inspired Saturday's mass shooting in
Buffalo, N.Y.
But there is still discord in the
party about how that condemnation
came about — with Pierre Poilievre accusing leadership rival Patrick Brown
of a "sleazy" use of an atrocity and
with Brown's campaign questioning
why Poilievre and other Conservatives
didn't condemn the killings sooner.
It's been a particularly ugly moment in an already heated leadership
race.
"It shouldn't take us time to come
out and emphatically stand up for
what's right," said Michelle Rempel
Garner, co-chair of Brown's leadership
campaign.
"Those moments of hesitation,
frankly, I think they're very detrimental
to Canada's pluralism. I just think our
party needs to do a better job of immediately condemning this type of murderous ideology."
Saturday's shooting left 10 people
dead and has been described by authorities as "racially motivated violent extremism." Most of the people killed

were Black and the 18-year-old shooter
reportedly left a lengthy manifesto espousing the idea that whites were being
replaced by non-whites — a racist conspiracy theory known as "white replacement theory."
Disagreement among Conservatives sparked by the deaths went public
on Sunday when Brown tweeted out a
2019 video of Pat King, one of the key
figures behind the protest convoy that
occupied downtown Ottawa in February. In it, King discusses the idea that
white people are being deliberately replaced.
Brown noted that the racist theory
reportedly was part of the shooter's
manifesto and called on Poilievre —
who has been vocally supportive of
convoy protesters — to do the same.
Rempel Garner then tweeted that
such racist propaganda must be denounced from every corner of every
political party and said those who give
space to such "treasonous" content are
complicit.
"Pat King stood in the convoy and
Pat King stood for this. We have to
purge our own tents of hate, in all
forms, or Buffalo happens," she wrote.
On Monday afternoon, Poilievre's
campaign released a statement de-

Patrick Brown

nouncing both the attack in Buffalo and
King.
"I condemn the attack in Buffalo
and the ugly racist hatred that motivated it. Any and all racism is evil and
must be stopped. I also denounce the
so-called 'white replacement theory' as
ugly and disgusting hate mongering. I
also condemn Pat King and his ugly remarks," the statement reads.
Poilievre went on to question
Brown's motives.
"For Patrick Brown to use this
atrocity is sleazy — even for him."
Poilievre said he supports peaceful
and law-abiding truckers who protested
for their livelihoods but denounced

anyone who "broke laws, behaved
badly or blocked critical infrastructure."
He added that those who engage in
racism are personally responsible for
their behaviour.
Asked about Poilievre's statement,
Rempel Garner said the killings should
compel someone in a leadership role
like Poilievre to "rise to the moment."
She said it would be up to Canadians to
decide whether he had done so.
Conservative interim leader Candice Bergen also issued a condemnation Monday afternoon.
"Racism is repugnant to our values
as Canadians, and it has no place in our
country or in the Conservative Party.
The 'white-replacement' conspiracy
theory is peddled by racists and bigots.
Conservatives unequivocally condemn
this kind of thinking," said Bergen's
statement.
She also seemed to draw a line on
behaviour by protesters, such as those
in the Ottawa convoy.
"[W]hile Canadians are free to
protest and demonstrate, that does not
include illegally blocking or occupying
infrastructure, nor does it include illegal hate-speech," said Bergen's statement.
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Safeguards for transparency, accountability in O&G sector in place
VICE-PRESIDENT, Dr Bharrat
Jagdeo on social media platform “The
Guyana Dialogue” on Thursday evening
addressed what he described as inaccuracies and misconceptions about management and accountability of the
nascent oil-and-gas industry.
This was the second edition of the
programme that debuted on June 5 with
President, Dr Irfaan Ali as the first guest.
Next week’s programme will feature
Prime Minister, Mark Phillips.
The Guyana Dialogue is an initiative of the diaspora. It is organised by a
coordinating council in the diaspora and
coordinated by community advocate Dr

Tara Singh. It is hosted by social media
personality Shameeza Ally and moderated by former Senior Lecturer of UG,
Dr Tara Singh with Dave Narine as a
commentator.
Funding for the programme comes
from businessman and philanthropist,
Dave Narine of Dave West Indian Imports.
The purpose of the programme is to
provide viewers with fact-based and evidence-based information in order to
allow them to understand the scope, nature and challenges of development in
Guyana.
Dr. Singh explained that the aim of

the programme is to address misinformation pertaining to development in
Guyana and to clarify and give understanding of issues. It is a weekly programme aired every Thursday from
19:00 hrs to 20:00 hrs
The Vice-President in his opening
remarks praised the initiators and
thinkers who conceived the programme.
“Let me commend the diaspora for
this Guyana Global Dialogue initiative.
Let me also thank Mr Dave Narine for
funding this initiative. It is good to have
a programme that engages Guyanese to
become aware of facts of issues, so that
they can make informed decisions.

There is a drought of informed opinions
in our country. There are rhetorical and
anecdotal comments and there are some
people out to make mischief,” he said.
Asked about Norton’s claim that he
was in possession of original Statements
of Poll (SoPs) that show the Coalition
won the elections, the Vice-President
stated he did not wish to contaminate the
programme by addressing this outrageous lie. But he debunked the claim,
saying that Norton is not taken seriously.
The Vice-President was also asked
to comment on misinformation pertaining to the subject of oil revenues and the
Natural Resources Fund, as they relate
to accountability and transparency.
Jagdeo responded: “Our election
manifesto carefully addressed the issues.
We proposed laws to change what the
APNU legislated. We stated that we
would put out an infrastructure to manage the sector from a regulatory perspective. We said we would reform and
update the 1986 ACT – the Petroleum
Act, and we have strengthened the regulatory capabilities of Ministry of Natural
Resources. We said there would be a
transition to an independent petro commission – in terms of the architecture of
managing the sector. We stated we
would reform the Sovereign Wealth
Fund or the Natural Resource Fund. The
APNU passed an illegal act after it lost
the no-confidence motion. That act
lacked legitimacy because it was passed
after the no-confidence vote.”
He noted that the APNU legislation
concentrated enormous powers in the
hands of the Minister of Finance and this
does not lend itself to transparency or
regulation of the sector.
“We made a commitment on transparency and reducing the powers of government officials. And we honoured our
commitment. We stipulated how we will
use the resource fund, the oil wealth. We
stated what sector it would go to and
why. We wanted to avoid the Dutch disease which could affect all sectors of the
economy. Our criticism of APNU and
our manifesto were clear on our position
on the oil-and-gas industry. We had the
blessing of the electorate in terms of
winning the elections; the electorate endorsed our manifesto and we proceeded
to legislate and implement programmes.
We also stated our position on [the] gasto-energy project. It was in our manifesto. And we did it.
On the oil contract with ExxonMobil, he said government acknowledged it
was lopsided, but made clear that it will
not renegotiate it.
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President, Opposition leader meet for
the ﬁrst time since Norton’s appointment
that he will be doing an assessment of
the CVs before engaging again with the
President.
“We agreed to engage and we engaged and we have now agreed that documents would be provided to us. You
need to know about people [so] we need
the CVs. Once we get the CVs, we will
do what we have to do,” Norton commented.

When asked if he was satisfied
with the meeting, Norton would only
say: “I don’t know that there’s an issue
of satisfaction, all I want to see is everything occur in keeping with law and
keeping with the Constitution. I think
we have been able to make this point
and moving forward we will operate in
keeping with the Constitution and what
meaningful consultations mean.”

Aubrey Norton meets with President Ali

PRESIDENT, Dr. Irfaan Ali and
Opposition Leader, Aubrey Norton met
for the first time, officially, on Friday.
The meeting was held at the Office of
the President to discuss constitutional
and statutory appointments.
The in-person visit followed the
exchange of several pieces of written
correspondence over the past few
weeks. It also marked the first meeting
between the President and an Opposition Leader since the government took
office in August 2020.
The cordial meeting ended with an
agreement from the President that the
curriculum vitaes (CVs) of the persons
under consideration will be made available to Norton within two days, as per
his request.
It was also agreed that the consultations will be guided by the Constitution and the in-person consultations will
resume within a week, on a still to be
determined date. This is according to a
joint statement released by the two sides
following the meeting.
According to the statement, Norton
would have already been provided the
details of the commissions along with
the names of the persons being considered for the appointments to the varying
commissions.
The discussion pertains to appointments to Guyana’s Integrity Commission, the Judicial Service Commission,
Police Service Commission and Teaching Service Commission. The Constitution provides for the appointments to the
commissions to be made by the President in consultation with the Opposition
Leader.
Norton attended the meeting ac-

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

companied by Member of Parliament,
Roysdale Forde, while also present at
the meeting was Attorney-General and
Minister of Legal Affairs, Anil Mohabir
Nandlall.
Norton was invited to meet with
the President following a letter, dated
April 29, 2022 sent by Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance,
Gail Teixeira. In that letter, Friday had
been fixed as the date for the meeting.
“Prior to today’s meeting, Leader
of the Opposition by letter dated May 9,
2022, requested details of the appointments to be made,” the joint statement
noted.
Minister Teixeira had responded to
Norton’s letter on May 11; however,
Norton wrote back on May 12 requesting further information regarding the
names under consideration.
Minister Teixeira responded requesting specificity on the information
that is being requested.
That information was the CVs of
the persons being considered. Speaking
with the media briefly after exiting the
Office of the President, Norton noted

Grow your
business
Advertise
in Equality

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421

12

THURSDAY MAY 19 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

Guyana Pride festival to kick off in June
THE 2022 Lesbian Gay Bisexual
Transgender Queer (LGBTQ) pride festival in Guyana is expected to kick off
next month with a packed calendar of
events, following a two-year hiatus.
That was revealed by the Guyana
LGBT Coalition which comprises several LGBTQ advocacy groups in the
country. This year’s celebration is expected to be hosted under the theme,
“Our Bodies, Our Lives, Our Rights”
and will take on a new format.
The festival will open on June 19,
2022 with a virtual interfaith forum, followed by a “Drag Fest” on June 25, an
open mic night on July 1, film screening
on July 4 and games night on July 8.
Events will continue with the Tea
Party and Hat Show on July 10, Pride
Symposium on July 11 and will conclude on July 16 with the most anticipated events, the pride parade and pride
party.
According to Managing Director
of the Society Against Sexual Orientation Discrimination (SASOD), Joel
Simpson, since the inaugural pride festival in 2017, all of the events and activities have been made public as all are
welcomed and this year is no different.
Simpson made these remarks at the
Media launch for Pride Festival 2022

A throwback scene from Pride celebrations in 2018

which was hosted Wednesday last at the
British High Commissioner’s residence.
As it relates to the advocacy agenda for
this year’s pride, Simpson stated that the
focus will be on sexual rights.
“We want to draw attention to laws
which criminalise same sex intimacy
this year and we know that those laws
are colonial in nature and it’s something
that we inherited,” he said.

To this end, he added that most
countries like the United Kingdom have
long gone past those laws and separated
themselves from same even as independent countries still hold on to the
“relics of colonialism.”
“So, part of the festival this year
we want to draw the attention to this
particular form of sexual rights and the
injustices that still persist because of the

presence of these laws,” Simpson
added.
While he mentioned that the laws
were not often directly enforced, they
were still the cause of indirect discrimination to members of the LGBTQ community in Guyana. With that he
indicated that now that COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted and persons
were now coming out to socialise, they
were seeing the resurgence of those
types of human rights violations.
As such, Simpson made the call for
Sections 351 to 353 of Guyana’s Criminal law offences act, which speaks to
the criminalisation of same sex intimacy
to be repealed just as other countries
have repealed similar laws.
Meanwhile, British High Commissioner to Guyana, Jane Miller, during
the launch, stated that the UK was proud
to be the champion for LGBT rights
across the world even as she expressed
her excitement to be able to take part in
the pride festival this year, as it returns
to face-to-face celebrations.
Miller went on to say that the UK
had repealed those laws and has laws
that protect the rights of the LGBT community even as there are countries that
have not changed, including Guyana.
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Coconuts exports earning billions
Guyana’s rapidly growing coconut
industry is fueled by many advantages
such as vast farm lands, favourable climate, human resources and the government’s investments into the industry,
which have led to a number of farmers
resorting to large-scale coconut production.
During a recent interview, Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha,
M.P, said the country’s coconut production has been sufficient for both local
and export purposes. He revealed that
approximately $2.5 billion was earned
in export over the last year.
While most of Guyana’s coconut
products were previously imported, the
country has now placed on the front
burner, the production of these products, thus reducing the food import bill
as well as bringing in income.
“The entire region is looking at
coconut as an important crop for the
Caribbean because in the ministerial
taskforce that was created by CARICOM, we prioritise (it) as a commodity
that we want to increase production for
because coconut today, is becoming
very lucrative, and we in Guyana here

A coconut farm in Guyana: crop earned $2.5 billion in the last year

are looking forward to develop our coconut industry.”
The minister further stated that the
ministry has been working to develop
coconut nurseries, and decentralise the
production of coconut seedlings across
the country.
He said farmers can now purchase

seedlings at nurseries already established in Regions Two, Four, Five and
Six. This year, the initiative will be expanded to have nurseries in Regions
One and Nine to allow farmers to have
better access to coconut plants while
also boosting their production.
“We are looking at a projected fig-

ure this year, about 55, 000 coconut
seedlings to develop, so that we can
produce that for Guyanese farmers so
that they can have enough plants [and]
at the end of this year we will be building seven new nurseries across the
country.”
Additionally, the government is
currently working with private investors to develop their plantations.
This has seen a number of infrastructural works undertaken in Region Two.
Also, close to $60 million in capital works will be executed to enhance
the Hope coconut estate and build new
nurseries across the country.
“I intend as Minister of Agriculture before this five- year or my term is
up, to have at least two nurseries in
each region of this country so that we
can have the farmers in those regions
have the same kind of facilities like the
farmers in Region Four.”
Meanwhile, Guyana being a member of the International Coconut Community will be collaborating with other
coconut producing countries around the
world to develop “best practices” to
boost the local coconut industry.

Gov’t interventions providing cash relief
Two of the new relief measures
announced by the government on Monday, the one-off $25,000 cash grant for
riverain and hinterland households and
the $1 billion in fertiliser for farmers,
are especially significant, as persons
living in these areas and farmers were
severely impacted by the rise in cost of
living.
These two interventions are
among four announced by President,
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali during a live
address to the nation, aimed at buffering the effects of the rising cost of living, especially for vulnerable groups.
The cash grants will be placing
$800 million in total, at the disposal of
residents in the communities. The fertiliser, when purchased would be distributed to farmers to use in their
planting and replanting activities.
This initiative, is expected to significantly reduce input costs and assist
with the scaling -up of production. The
funding comes from the $5 billion set
aside in this year’s national budget to
address cost of living interventions.
The President pointed out in his
address, “Considering that fertiliser account for between 15 to 30 per cent of
total operating cost per farmers, this
initiative will significantly reduce input
cost and help ensure scaled up production and adequate supply of output
which is critical to maintaining price
stability,”
The interventions are the first in a
series of measures that are forthcoming
by the government; and follows countrywide consultations with citizens.
Vice President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo
during his outreach in Essequibo back
in March, listened to the concerns and

$25,000 one-off cash grant for households in riverain and hinterland communities

suggestions of a number of persons, including members of the business and
farming communities, as well as other
citizens, on how government can assist
them.
Members of the business and
farming community had requested the
Vice President to look into the cost of
fertiliser, as well as other initiatives
that would assist them with production.
The rise in cost of living is attributed to the COVID- 19 pandemic,
which has disrupted the supply chain
and imposed hardships around the
world, among other external factors,
such as the war in Ukraine.
The Vice President provided insight from a global perspective on the
situation during the March outreach.
He pointed out that Russia and Ukraine
supply one-thirds of the world’s wheat
and with the ongoing war, there have

been major shortages pushing prices
up.
“Fuel prices now are like four
times what they’re worth in 2015. Fuel
is related to fertiliser, and so everything just ratcheted up and the cost of
living has gone up. So, this is a new
challenge that we have to manage,” VP
Jagdeo has explained to residents.
“… There is another issue and I
keep mentioning this, that the pandemic left us with, that we are still to
address, not the health consequences,
but the cost of living consequences, because when the country shutdown they
stopped producing and so the material
that we import, like building materials
and foodstuff etc., now the prices are
just skyrocketed, and even when you
have money now, you can’t find supplies,” he added.
Despite these external factors,

since taking office in August 2020,
government has continuously provided
assistance to citizens regardless of location.
The removal of VAT on electricity
and water, the 5 percent reduction—
across the board—on water tariff, the
zero-rated status on essential items and
household items, the removal of VAT
on data, the reduction of the excise tax
rate on fuel (first in February and then
in October) and the reduction of licence fee are just a few in the menu of
measures. Additionally, there were
many non-tax measures that directly
impacted Guyanese, including the oneoff $25,000 relief grant, the re-introduction of educational grants, which
benefitted both public and private
school students, a one-off 25,000 cash
grant for pensioners and a range of
other incentives.

THURSDAY MAY 19 2022

14

EQUALITY NEWS

‘Guyanese-Canadians for Unity’on the move
THREE months after its inaugural
launching, which was done via Zoom
and saw participation from the Greater
Toronto Area (GTA), Winnipeg and
Saskatchewan, the Guyanese Canadians
for Unity (GCU) is on the move.
At an impressive Spring Luncheon
held at the spacious District Lounge,
Pickering, Ontario, last Saturday and attended by Guyana-born Canadian Senator, the Honourable Hassan Yussuff and
several Guyanese associations representatives, an ebullient Janet Naidu, founder
and President of GCU, expressed the
view that her association was at a pivotal
point now, ‘to come together and be reenergised and to help one another feel
valued as part of this society and at the
same time to give back to Guyana in
times of need and where possible.”
The aim of the GCU is to work to
bring together Guyanese-Canadians and
friends of Guyana to preserve and foster
principles of human rights, equality, social justice, democracy, peace, prosperity, and unity for the progressive
development of Guyana. It also aims to
foster social engagement and the preservation of Guyanese heritage within the
Guyanese-Canadian community.
The GCU is currently looking into
an initiative on human services to help
children in Guyana overcome difficulties
in their lives. According to Naidu, “we
have been coming together in many

GCU executive from left are Fawzi Wahab, Terrance Charles, Janet Naidu, Nadira Somwaru and Jito Narine

ways through the years, through formations of organisations to serve our community here and participate in the wider
Canadian landscape. Many of our folks
have contributed significantly to this
great journey, and many continue to also
give back to Guyana through donations
to worthy causes.”
The GCU head reminded the audience that “for most of us, Canada is our
home. We also know that. Guyana is like
another home – some of us were born

there, and some were born here, even if
one parent happens to come from
Guyana. We cannot take away the special essence of how heritage plays an important role in our existence. No matter
where we go, we carry with us our heritage.” Expressing delight at the in-person gathering, Naidu pointed out that
“we have endured the isolation of lockdowns because of the pandemic. The uncertainties of our well-being loomed
over us. Today, we continue to brave the

dynamics of trying to stay safe. We are
trying to get back on track with the happenings in our lives. Let me say that,
when opportunity comes, we must seize
it.” Naidu cautioned that while “we must
keep moving, we must continue to take
all necessary precautions to stay safe.
With all that’s been going on around us
in the world, we are coming together —
as one people — with our diverse cultural heritage and interests – to share this
moment in time.

Real Estate, Immigration, Corporate Law,
Simple Wills and POA & Business Setup

Patheja Law
Professional Corporation
250 Dundas St W Mississauga, Unit 402,
L5B 1J2
Phone: (416) 548-6038
pathejalaw.com

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MAY 19 2022

15

THURSDAY MAY 19 2022

16

EQUALITY NEWS

www.
w.danfo
for thf
hfoodmarket.c
com
We
e’re simply th
he best West Indian store in town.

Jacob
Cream Cookies
200 g

$

1

2/

1

Rubicon
Mango or Guava Juice
e
Drink 1 L

Lou & Nicky's
Lemon Juice
440 ml

Titus
Sardines in Oil
125 g

Pur-est
Petroleum Jelly
170 g

49
49
each
a

99
9
9

¢

ea
each

Frozzen Caribe Fresh
Coc
conut Water
300 ml

Grac
ce
Maltta
341 ml

240 ml

89
89
1

Grace
Jerk Seasoning
g

each
each

9
99

Caribbean Kitchen
All Purpose
P
Seasoning
290 g

1

Sun
nlight
Lem
mon Dishwashing
Liqu
uid 800 ml

each

Grace
Peanut Punch

Tropical Sun
Coconut Water

2

29

each
each

¢

Grac
ce
Lima
a Beans
540 ml

20
2
2/

1

49

each

$

3

2/

1

99
99
each

330 ml

Assorted 312 g

Five Roses
All Purpose Flo
our
1 kg

Dettol
Liquid Antiseptiic
750 ml

89
8
9

Ca
arita
Ch
hicken Noodle Soup

69
6
9

Ex
xcelsior
Crream Crackers

¢

e
each

¢

each

3

30
30
each
a

$

2

each

7

99
9
each

50
0g

22
25 g

$

2

20
2/

Ma
aggi Season-Up
All Purpose
Se
easoning
g 200 g

3

99

11
11

SA
AFE-U
Alcohol 70%
400 ml

eac
eac

99
99

Nu
upak
W
White
Corn Meal
10
0 lb

1

2//

$

2/

eac

3

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MAY 19 2022

17

Delicious Jamaican Dish
Froze
en Easy
sy Coo
Cook
Cook
Ox
xttail
ail

$ 99
lb

7

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen He
Headless
eadle
adleess
Whit
White
ite
ttee Shr
Shrimp
riim
mp
21-2
21
21-25
-25
25 co
ount
nt 5500
00 g

Goat Head
Goat
Go
H
Heeadd

Frroz
Frozen
Fro
oze
zeen Mutton
Muttoon
SShoulder
hoould
lde
deer 5 to 8 llbb

99
99
$
9 $ 99 $ 9
$ 99
lb
lb
lb
ba
ag

4

Frrozen
roz
ro
oze
zeen Headless
Heeaddless
Bang
Bangamary
nga
ggaamaary

2

3

9

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Ch
Chhicken
icckeen
Leg Qua
Le
Leg
Qua
arrteerrss
a
arte
arters

Smoked
Smo
mo
okeed
Turkey
Tu
Turkey
keey Le
LLegs
eg
gss

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen K
King
ing
in
Co
Conch
onc
nch Me
Meat
eatt

44
4
4

95
95

Equal
q

3

99
$
$ 99
lb
ea

8

SSalt
alt
ltted
teed
Piig
P
Pig
i TTa
a
aiiill

Salted
SSa
a
alt
lte
teed
Beef
B
eef B
Back
acck R
Ribs
ibs

Coook Be
Better
etteer W
With
itth Sa
Same
Sam
ame PPiece
iec
ieece
ce
The Best
Bes
est Ta
Tasting
asting US Grade
as
Grrade AAA
AAA Cook

9lb9 $ 99
99
lb as iss

13
3

4

69.95/
69.95/5
5/5
/ lb Box
ox

18 kg box
ox

With
W
ith Purchase
Purc
rchasse off 2 case
casse or More
re
Thurs
Thursday
rsda
ay To Suunday
ay Only
ly

Fresh
sh Sea
eaf
affo
ood
od Ca
Cat
atche
hes
es
YYeel
ello
low
ow TTaai
ail Snaapper
Und
nddeer 1//2 lb

Frreesh
Fre
Lane Sna
La
napppers
Siz
ize
ze 1/22-1
-1lb

6

6

FFro
Fr
rro
om
om

Frreesh Ja
Fresh
Fre
ama
amaican
ma
aica
iccan
Sweet
Swe
Sw
weeet Po
Pota
Potatoes
Pot
tat
ato
to
oes

49
49

3

SSweet
weeet
Haden
Had
ade
deen Mang
Mango
ngo
go
oes

5

5

Sweet
Swe
Sw
weeet and Ju
Juicy
uicy
iccy
Caribb
Ca
aribb
bean
ean Sug
Sugar
uga
gar
Cane
Ca
ane

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh
Jamaican
Jama
Ja
aica
iccan B
Bana
ana
na
ana
na

69

99
99

$

3 1
Fivve Locationss To
Five
To Se
Serve
rvve You Better
lb

Frreesh Atlaantic
Fre
Whoole Salm
lmo
moon

9
99
99
9
$ 99
$
$
lb as iss
lb as is
lb
b as is

99
$
$ 99
lb as is
lb as is

4

FFrroz
Fro
oze
zeen
Paarro
rot
ot Fissh

Frreesh
Fre
Kinng Fissh

2/
2/

1

lb

lb

Specials in
i Effffect Thu. Ma
ay 19th
until Wed. May
y 25th,, 20
022.

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Monday-F
y Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Store Hours

y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Monday-F
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Su
unday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Dixie Rd.

Danforth Food Market
144 Kennedy
y Road
South
289-298-0
0399

Glidden Rd.
R

Store Hours

Mondayy Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

R u t h e r f o r d R d . S o. u t h

Dundas St. E.

Kenn
K
nedy
y Rd. Soith

Lawrence A
Av
ve. E .

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra Rd.

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.
416-439-6397

Markam Rd.

F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W .

M arr t i n G r o v e R d .

Shep
p
ppard
pp
Av
A
ve. W .

Danforth Food Markett
301 Silverstone Dr.

A l b 416-740-98700
i
R

D r.

Da
anforth
Fo
ood Market
3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Silverstone

Keele St.

Although we strive
e for accuracy in both copy & illustrration, unintentional error may occu
urr, we reserve the right to correct an
ny errorr. Specials Available While Quantities
Q
titi Last.
L t W
We
e reserve the
th right
i htt tto lilimit
i quantities.
Stafffford Dr
D.
Sheppard
A
v
ve.
E
.
F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W.
Bloor St. E.
Stteeles A
Av
ve. W.

18

THURSDAY MAY 19 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

Guyana to get ﬁrst solar-powered
water treatment plant in 2023
IN keeping with President Irfaan
Ali’s commitment at the COP26 summit
to reduce the country’s carbon emissions by 70 per cent by 2030, the country’s first-ever solar-powered water
treatment facility is expected to be commissioned in 2023.
This was disclosed by Guyana
Water Incorporated (GWI)’s Manager of
Water Resources and Climate Change
Adaptation Denise Woolford, at a recent
press briefing.
The facility, valued at over US
$750,000 (approximately G$150 million), is being funded by the European
Union via the Caribbean Climate
Change Centre in Barbados, and will
aim to reduce GWI’s carbon dioxide
emissions.
“This will then minimise the risks
of climate change, and, as a company,
we want to ensure that our activities add
value, and do not cause adverse effects,”
Woolford said.
Additionally, the GWI intends to
conduct an aquifer study on the groundwater resources in Region Nine’s
Upper-Takutu basin at a projected cost
of US $1.5 million (approximately
G$300 million).
Woolford said this research journey will provide betterment for the nation’s future generations.
“It is to ensure that, as a company,
we effectively manage our water resources, not only for us here but for all
about future generations,” Woolford
said, adding: “This project is more in the
nascent stages, and we’re currently in
engagements with the Government of
Japan, who is our intended donor for
this project.”
Meanwhile, GWI’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Shaik Baksh, in
speaking about the company’s progress
regarding the replacement of transmission and distribution lines in Georgetown, said that in the last three years, the
government would have put in $1 billion in terms of expenditure to replace
the pipelines.
Thus far, Cemetery Road, Newtown, among other road projects are
completed and similar works are projected to begin along Church Street to
East Street in the first phase by monthend. Phase Two of these works will be
done within the Avenue of the Republic
and Water Street areas.
CEO Baksh noted that the
pipelines are fairly old, hence the need
to commence these works as quickly as

Guyana will soon get a solar water treatment plant like this one

possible.
However, for consumers to experience the least disruptions, lines will be
installed along the Merriman’s Mall,
East Street, and other areas due to strate-

gic planning, according to GWI’s Executive Director of Programme and Planning, Marlon Daniels.
“We would have consulted with
GPL [and] GTT who have some amount

of cabling along the way. We also spoke
directly to the Ministry of Public Works,
the Mayor and City Council … to partner with us to ensure this process moves
smoothly,” he noted.
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LEISURE INN SUITES APARTMENTS
Looking for somewhere to stay in Guyana? We have the best accommodations and service. Available for long and short term
rentals, all units furnished and equipped for self catering

17 Delph street, Campbellville Georgetown, Guyana,
South America. Tel: 592- 226- 8990
LeisureInn@yahoo.com

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Gas-to-shore project could
save Guyana $653B
WHEN factors such as savings on
fuel import, reduction in energy cost, and
savings for the manufacturing sector are
considered, Guyana could save as much
as US$3 billion (GUY$653 billion)
through the gas-to-shore energy project
within the first five years of it coming on
stream.
This is according to well-known finance professional and business analyst,
Joel Bhagwandin of JB Associates, who
did a presentation on a cost benefit
analysis of the project during a social
media podcast last Tuesday on the JB &
Salim Page.
Explaining his analysis, Bhagwandin considered factors such as the
benefit of saving on the fuel import bill
of 25 per cent, calculated from the most
recent bill of $600 million, which
amounts to $750 million in five years.
He also included the expected 50 per
cent reduction in energy cost, which
works out to US$65 million in five
years, as well as savings in operations
cost of the manufacturing sector that
works out to US$1.4 billion in five years.
Bhagwandin further noted that the
country will incur savings, given that the
pipeline will be funded locally through
Exxon Mobil, as a costing under the oil
and gas operations, which also reduces
national debt burden and enable more
fiscal space.
“And this is not all the benefits.
This is just a few that I quickly quantified with some reasonable, realistic and
pragmatic assumptions. The result is that
the net economic benefit is US$3.4 billion. That’s equivalent to 37.5 per cent
of Guyana’s GDP. That’s 2.3 times the
initial investment and this is just five
years,” said Bhagwandin.
According to Bhagwandin, his calculations are conservative and adjusted
for inflation rate of two per cent per year
for the five years.
According to the calculations, the
US$1.3 billion cost that will go into the
pipeline will be outweighed by the benefits of the project, even if the project
runs for just 20 years; hence, the creation
of the project is not only feasible but
highly beneficial.
“What guides investment decision
is the return. Because this is a national
project not just a private sector project it
has applications for the overall economy.
We have to look at not just the financial
returns and financial viability but the
economic viability, the economic impact
for the people. What could we do in 20
years if we save $10 million dollars, $20
million dollars, how you could transform
lives,” Bhagwandin noted.

Finance professional and business analyst, Joel Bhagwandin

Once operational, the heavilytouted gas-to-shore project will have a
duration of approximately 25 years, according to ExxonMobil’s subsidiary,
Esso Exploration and Production
Guyana Limited (EEPGL). The gas-toshore project will be established at
Wales, West Bank Demerara,
Bhagwandin described the project
and it’s financing as one more way that
the government is working to ensure that
benefit to the Guyanese people from the
oil and gas sector is maximised, notwithstanding the lopsided Production Sharing
Agreement that was signed on to by the
previous administration.
“I want to make the point that the
US$1.3 billion to finance the pipeline infrastructure, while it is being deducted
from the cost oil for the Liza One and
Liza Two, it is for the direct and indirect
benefits of the people of Guyana, for the
country at large and that is fantastic. That
is a remarkable example of getting more
value nonetheless from using the existing lopsided contract terms and conditions. We’re being able to get more out
of it,” Bhagwandin noted
Bhagwandin noted that from the
standpoint of wanting to attract foreign
investment into Guyana, it was not pru-

dent for the government to renegotiate
the PSA as it would have sent a bad message to foreign investors about the political security of agreements signed on to.
As such, the government must find ways
to properly administer the contract so
that Guyanese reap maximum benefits.
“What they promised in the manifesto there were two options: contract
renegotiations or better contract administration. What the government has opted
for is better contract administration. It
means the objective of being able to have
better administration of the contract is to

get more value, notwithstanding, with
the same terms and conditions of the existing framework,” Bhagwandin said.
He added: “From an investor standpoint to not renegotiate the contract because of the signal they’re sending the
investors. One of the most important
risks investors are concerned about with
respect to investing in a country like
Guyana is political risk. The political
cycle is every five years; the companies
investing hundreds of millions of dollars,
billions of dollars, will be outside the
five- year cycle.”
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Bollywood action film producer John Abraham

Bollywood can’t compete
with Hollywood: Abraham
John Abraham has been top of the action genre
in Hindi films for almost two decades now. Understandably, he feels a sense of responsibility towards
the genre and he wants to see it grow. His last film
Attack, was a science-fiction action thriller and during the promotions of the movie, John admitted that
he wanted to make a film that can rival big-budget
Hollywood movies.
ETimes spoke to John about his desire to explore sci-fi as a genre and his attempt to encourage
more Indian filmmakers and storytellers to consider
making films in this genre. With his characteristic
humility he said, "I have not led a way to encourage
more filmmakers and actors to explore sci-fi and

nor am I trying to give a tough competition to action films internationally. Firstly, I am just doing
what I believe in, so I am not encouraging filmmakers to explore a new genre. I just believe in this concept. Secondly, you cant compete with Hollywood
with their budgets. So, I am trying to make the best
with the budgets I have."
While Attack didn't perform as well as John
had wished for during it's theatrical release, he's
hoping it will reach a wider audience now its going
to premier on OTT with Zee5. Attack: Part 1 was
directed by Lakshya Raj Anand and it featured
Rakul Preet Singh, Jacqueline Fernandez and
Prakash Raj in prominent roles.

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
416-759-2359
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Foreign Direct Investments in
Guyana top US$4B in 2021
SUCCESSES and increased activities in Guyana’s oil and gas sector and
other key productive sectors have served
as an impetus for foreign investors, who
have been injecting funds into the local
economy through various projects.
A reflection of the country’s performance and increased inflows is its
capital account, which, according to the
Bank of Guyana, recorded a surplus of
US$1.7 billion in 2021. The capital account shows the net flow of investment
transactions into an economy.
The surplus in 2021, the Central
Bank said, is on account of higher inflows to the private sector in the form of
Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) of
US$4.4 billion as well as the Special
Drawing Rights (SDRs) allocation of
US$247.4 million from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).
The Government of Guyana is actively encouraging FDI and offering tax
concessions for priority projects.
It was reported that there has been
a notable increase in the number of opportunities for Guyanese, with the approval of 48 private projects in 2021
which, collectively, have the capacity to
create over 2,300 jobs.
According to information shared
with this newspaper, 17 of the 48 projects are in the services sector, 17 in the
manufacturing sector, five in agriculture,
four in mining, three in forestry, two in
tourism, two in ICT, and one in energy.
Both Guyanese and foreigners are
increasingly interested in and confident
in the local economy, as seen by those
project proposals.
The growing interest among locals
is especially noticeable, with some 33 of
the authorised projects coming from
Guyanese.
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Go-Invest, Dr. Peter Ramsaroop, had
said that 65 per cent of the private investments made last year were from locals.
Dr. Ramsaroop said, even as the
economy continues to grow, President,
Dr. Irfaan Ali and by extension the government is committed to having
Guyanese benefit from the investment
opportunities that are available locally.
As part of this commitment, the
government, in December 2021, introduced the Local Content Act.
The new law identifies 40 sectors or

The $100.9 million USD Pegasus Suites is the largest single non-oil related investment in the country

services and requires oil firms and their
subcontractors to purchase a minimum
percentage of their total expenditure on
those services from Guyanese vendors.
As a result, the Act creates an enabling environment for the growth and
expansion of Guyanese businesses, as
well as business and job opportunities
for Guyanese nationals.
From 2017 to 2019, the unemployment rate in Guyana increased from 12.2
per cent to 13.4 per cent, but the government intends to reverse this over the next
five years through the creation of 50,000
jobs and an environment that is conducive for growth and development, especially among locals.

“When we were considering the
Local Content Act, one of the recurring
issues that arose was the question of ensuring that Guyanese businesses are not
in a disadvantageous position relative to
their international counterparts in competing for contracts with the oil and gas
sector.
“This could arise, for example,
where the sector is procuring a service
and the international companies tendering to supply that service enjoy a particular tax treatment on the importation of
their capital equipment to provide that
service that Guyanese companies might
not enjoy,” Senior Minister in the Office
of the President with responsibility for

Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh, said during his
presentation of Budget 2022 to the National Assembly on January 26.
He went on to say that, in the interest of ensuring that Guyanese businesses
could compete successfully under the
new local content framework, the government will take steps, wherever practicable, to minimise disparities arising
from the tax system that will disadvantage Guyanese businesses.
This will help improve the competitiveness of Guyanese companies, help
secure business opportunities for them,
and thereby create jobs for Guyanese nationals.
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Privy Council: Death penalty
constitutional in T&T
The London-based Privy Council
Monday ruled that the mandatory sentence of death for murder in Trinidad and
Tobago is constitutional, and only Parliament can rewrite the law.
“The 1976 Constitution has allocated to the Parliament of Trinidad and
Tobago, as the democratic organ of government, the task of reforming and updating the law, including such laws.
Those laws will continue to exist only so
long as Parliament chooses to retain
them,” it said.
The Privy Council, the country’s
highest court “unanimously dismisses
the appeal”, that had been filed by Jay
Chandler, who was convicted in 2011 of
the murder of Kirn Phillip in 2004 and
was sentenced to death by hanging,
which is the mandatory sentence for
murder in Trinidad and Tobago as laid
down in section 4 of the Offences
Against the Person Act 1925.
His conviction and sentence was
upheld on appeal by the Court of Appeal
of Trinidad and Tobago and by the Privy
Council in a judgement of March 12,
2018. The appellant’s sentence has since
been commuted to one of life imprisonment.
In this appeal, Chandler mounts a

constitutional challenge to the mandatory death penalty and the principal issue
raised is the relationship between sections 4, 5 and 6 of the 1976 Constitution.
Section 4 of the 1976 Constitution
recognises and declares fundamental
rights, including the right of the individual not to be deprived of life, liberty and
security except by due process of law.
Section 5 prohibits the imposition of
cruel and unusual punishment which, it
is not disputed, includes the mandatory
death penalty.
Section 6, the “savings clause”,
provides that nothing in sections 4 or 5
shall invalidate an existing law, meaning
a law that had effect as part of the law of
Trinidad and Tobago immediately before
the commencement of the Constitution.
The mandatory death penalty is one such
existing law.
In its ruling, the nine-member Privy
Council ruled that it is not persuaded that
it should depart from its earlier decision
and that the principle of legal certainty
dictates that there must be very strong
reasons before it will depart from such a
ruling.
“The principle of stare decisis, or
standing by what has been decided, requires that the Board be satisfied that the

decision was wrong and that it lacked a
satisfactory foundation. It is not enough
that the Board as presently constituted
might take a different view if considering the matter for the first time”.
In its ruling, the Privy Council said
that there are several reasons why that
decision should not be overruled.
“First, the interpretation of the savings clause affects all existing laws, not
just the mandatory death penalty. To accept the appellant’s interpretation would

be to alter the basis upon which the government and people of Trinidad and Tobago have conducted their affairs since
1962 and to introduce considerable uncertainty into the law”
The Privy Council said it has “consistently adopted the approach to the
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ), the
highest court for several Caribbean
countries, to develop its own jurisprudence, and does not question the outcome of their decisions in two similar
cases”.
“The Board turns to the appellant’s
second argument that the mandatory
death penalty is contrary to the doctrine
of the separation of powers.”
It said in Trinidad and Tobago the
separation of judicial power from legislative or executive power is found in
the 1976 Constitution.
“The separation of powers is not a
free-standing, legally enforceable principle that exists independently of and
above a constitution. The Board holds
there is nothing inconsistent with the
separation of powers in the 1976 Constitution for the legislature to prescribe by
legislation the penalty to be imposed for
a particular offence.”

CRIME & COURTS

Killer of peacemaker remanded into custody
A Bartica miner, Kellon Crighton,
accused of killing a peacemaker on
Sunday last, was remanded to prison on
Wednesday.
Crighton a 22-year-old resident of
Byderabo Road, Bartica, Region Seven
made his first court appearance at the
Bartica Magistrate’s Court before Principal Magistrate Crystal Lambert.
He was charge for killing Alston
Seon, 24, another miner of Pataro
Road, Bartica. Crighton was not required to plead to the indictable charge
and will make his next court appearance on June 9, 2022.
According to reports Seon was
trying to make peace between Crighton
and his friend before he was stabbed to
death. Based on information received,
Seon was hanging out with a friend at
the corner of Third Avenue and Third
Street, Bartica. They were reportedly
drinking a few beers with a group of
women when Crighton allegedly
walked up to the friend and threatened
to kill him but Seon had intervened. As

Killed: Alston Seon

a result, Crighton allegedly turned his
attention to Seon and stabbed him to
the chest with a knife. Seon later died
while at the Bartica Hospital while receiving treatment.

Killed after ﬁght
over woman
RAFAEL Antonio Aquino Soto,
43, a Venezuelan, died from a stab

wound to the chest between February
10 and 11 after fighting with another
man over a woman. The suspect has
since fled into hiding, police have confirmed.
According to police, the incident
occurred at ‘Return’, Baramita, Region
One. Investigations revealed that the
suspect and Rafael were known to each
other and were at a shop drinking alcohol at about 16:00hrs on February 10.
The man and Rafael later left the
shop and met up at ‘Return’, Baramita,
where Rafael convinced the female to
go with him instead of the suspect.
“When she did, the suspect allegedly became annoyed and a heated
argument ensued,” police reported.
Police said the suspect then allegedly pulled out a knife from his
pants and stabbed Rafael to the chest
and escaped from the scene. A medex
from the community later visited the
scene and pronounced Rafael dead. The
body was later transported to the Port
Kaituma mortuary as investigations

continue.

$13M in cocaine

AGENTS of the Customs AntiNarcotics Unit (CANU), on Monday,
acting on information received carried
out an operation between Austin Street
and Drury Lane, Campbellville, where
they seized 2.374 kg (5.22 pounds) of
cocaine.
According to CANU, during the
operation, a man attempted to flee
when ranks tried to question him. He
was eventually apprehended but not before crashing his bicycle into a parked
vehicle.
During the search of the individual, a brick-like object suspected to be
narcotics was found inside a bag that
was in his possession.
CANU noted that the individual
was arrested and taken to his residence
where a search was conducted in his
presence and another brick-like object
also containing suspected narcotics was
found in this bedroom.
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Mitchell eyes third term as Grenadians to go to the polls June 23
Grenada Prime Minister Dr Keith
Mitchell on Saturday night announced
June 23 as the date for general elections
as his ruling New National Party (NNP)
seeks a third consecutive term in office.
Nomination Day will be June 1.
The last general election was held
in 2018, and the NNP swept the polls in
the last two general elections, winning
all 15 seats in the Parliament. Mitchell,
75, one of the longest serving heads of
government in the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) has already signaled
that this election would be his last as
leader of the party.
The NNP will face a challenge
from the main opposition National Democratic Congress (NDC), who is contesting the elections with the young
attorney, Dickon Mitchell, at the helm.
Mitchell told supporters that he had
already asked Governor General, Dame
Cécile La Grenade, to dissolve the Parliament on Monday, May 16.
“I have also asked the Governor
General to issue the writ for the election
on Tuesday May 17, in other words,
only one day you have to try to register,
if you ain’t register yet. I warned you already, I warned you, I warned you”.
He said the publication of the writs
would be made on Wednesday, May 18,
with Nomination Day being Wednesday
June 1.
He said police officers will be voting on June 20 and “therefore on Thursday, June 23 we ready to vote sisters and
brothers, we ready to vote Thursday
June 23.
“So you know what that means, if
you do the right thing, we feting Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday,” he
said.
“We are on the road to victory,”
Mitchell told supporters at the launch of
two women candidates of the NNP’s for
the elections, adding “we must know

Grenada Prime Minister Keith Mitchell: seeking a third term in office

how to vote in the next few weeks
“In the upcoming election the
choice is clear. This New National Party
has successfully built the bridge to the
future,” he said, adding “let tonight be
the night we commit ourselves to the future”
Mitchell said his administration
had been able to stabilize the local economy, brought back discipline to the
budgetary process, a situation that found
favour with the international community.
“We need to judge the last nine
years,” he said, adding that the last four

years had also been one of application
and devotion.
“We said we will deliver and we
did in fact deliver, sisters and brothers.
We delivered to the public servants millions of dollars of increases after a period of getting not one cent. We
delivered to the youths who had been
cast away by re-investing in training and
personal development.
He said his administration had also
developed the environment for increased
investment in the country, warning “we
cannot go back to stagnation”.
But he acknowledged that the coro-

navirus (COVID-19) pandemic has had
an effect on the local economy, but “we
have stopped the bottom from falling
from the economy in our darkest days.
“We were determined not to abandon you and while we are not totally out
of the woods as yet, we are making
progress. There are new challenges but
we have the team that will meet them,”
Mitchell told cheering supporters promising to outline his party’s socio-economic plans during the days of the
campaign.

Rowley wants report into child abuse
T&T Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley Monday publicly called on the
police to “take immediate steps” to
find a report into children’s homes and
institutions in 1997 that the Trinidad
Express newspaper said contained “dynamite findings”.
Rowley said that the police should
seek to recover the Sabga Task Force
report “and the evidence of all those
who were aware of this frightening situation and take all necessary action
against all who have been implicated
in or with these very shocking revelations as published.
“The national population is understandably angered by what appears to
be facts where persons could have
been identified as mistreating minors
in their care, even committing heinous
crimes against these unfortunate chil-

dren and such persons instead of being
prosecuted to the full extent of the law
have enjoyed secrecy and protection of
others,” he said.
His statement follows an editorial
published on Sunday in the Sunday
Express newspaper that the then social
development minister Manohar Ramsaran and the (Basdeo) Panday administration failed to act on the report.
“Had the Panday administration
acted on the Sabga report with the urgency required, the scourge of physical
and sexual abuse existing in children’s
homes today would have been eradicated, if not completely, then substantially.
In his statement, Prime Minister
Rowley said that when his administration came to office in 2015, he established the Ministry of Gender and

Child Affairs in the Office of the Prime
Minister and operationalised the Children’s Authority, expanding its scope.
“All this time I and my Government were totally unaware of the contents of a Sabga Report which is now
being serialised in the media,” Rowley
said, adding that he had recently indicated to Parliament that this government had established a Committee “to
enquire into our concerns about reports
of abuses and other shortcomings in
this national effort of caring for these
children”.
Rowley said that the expert committee did its work with dispatch and
submitted its findings to the government in late December last year and by
April this year, the unabridged report
of this exercise was laid in Parliament
for public information.

“I am now advised that this Committee sought diligently to get access
to a Sabga Report but even their best
effort could not provide them with a
copy from any source.
“Through the local media, I am
now discovering that there was/is a
Sabga Report produced by investigators who inspected and collected information from nine children’s homes and
described some of the most awful conditions and treatment meted out by person/s associated with child care and
custody at the nation’s care centres.
“I am shocked, scandalised and
angry as a result of what I have read in
the local media where some of our
worst suspicions appear to have been
long confirmed . . . ,” Rowley added.
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Jamaica government taking
ﬂak over public sector reform
The Jamaica Government on Monday entered a second week taking flak
over its handling of public sector compensation reform, despite a plea, on
Sunday, for patience by Finance Minister Dr Nigel Clarke, who assured State
employees that the complex process is
nearing completion.
Opposition Leader Mark Golding,
who led a group of supporters to the
Ministry of Finance and the Public Service to deliver a draft order in a letter to
Dr Clarke requesting that the special
consumption tax (SCT) on fuel be
capped, used the opportunity to slap the
Government over the reform issue that
had triggered industrial action in the
public sector last week.
“We know of the events of last
week and we know of the attempts that
have been made to try and reboot the
process because it got off to a very bad
start as a result of what I call the inept,
poor handling of the situation by the
minister and Government on a whole,”
Golding said on Monday, during his
protest outside the ministry.
The Government, he said, was not
transparent with all the information that
the unions had presented and which the
public sector workers had been requesting.
According to Golding, the Government had been giving information to its
employees “in dribs and drabs” instead
of “entering into what the unions regard
as wholesome negotiations on the details” of the reform.
“The Government must approach
the whole issue of the public sector
workers’ compensation reclassification
in a transparent and fair and equitable
manner, and that’s what we have demanded,” he added.
In his letter to the finance minister,
Golding said inflation is ravaging people’s lives and the spiralling price of fuel
is of significant contribution to that crisis.
“With world oil prices being higher
than the US$67.50 per barrel on which
the budget for fiscal year 2022/23 was
cast, we believe that the Government
should help to cushion the crisis by capping the ad valorem SCT on petroleum
products to the ex-refinery price which
would be delivered if the oil refinery
price were US$67.50 per barrel,” Golding said.
“We want to show solidarity with
the people of Jamaica who are going
through very hard times,” Golding told
journalists outside the ministry. “The
cost of living has hit everybody really
hard. We feel that the gas price is an
overall factor in this inflation and, as

People’s National Party supporters demonstrate outside the Ministry of Finance on Monday

you know, there are tremendous taxes
included in fuel.”
Earlier on Monday, general secretary of the Union of Clerical, Administrative and Supervisory Employees John
Levy urged Prime Minister Andrew
Holness to lead the charge in ensuring
that the Government clears up the industrial relations issues with public sector
workers as the compensation review
comes to an end.
“Workers are behind the eightball.
Those things have continued to remain
outstanding and the workers have continued to press on and the unions have
continued to engage and it is coming
back to the floor now because of this
plan to move to a new compensation
model, and the outstanding issues remain unresolved,” Levy told the Jamaica Observer.
In a letter to Holness dated May 15,
Levy said, “We note the recent industrial
relation challenges that have emerged
publicly in recent times, and it is also of
note that you would have responded
quickly and publicly in some instances.
“We form the impression that you
are unaware of the age of some of these
issues that have been agreed and signed
to by the Government of Jamaica, or its

representatives, but not implemented
over the last 15 years or more.”
He pointed to outstanding payments for Jamaica Public Service and
Jamaica Urban Transit Company workers, as well as long-standing job evaluation issues at Petrojam Limited, the
Financial Services Commission, and the
National Housing Trust.
“If you use the existing compensation levels for the workers and try to
place them on what they describe as the
new spine, it is going to cause some
challenges. I’m saying, before you do
that, complete the evaluations at the respective places, look at the future of
how you will treat with them and
whether they can fit in with the spine or
not, because there might be entities that
cannot fit into the spine,” he said,
Dr Clarke had made his appeal for
patience in a Sunday Observer column
telling Government employees that the
country is now “within striking distance
of the most profound and comprehensive structural changes to public sector
compensation by any Administration”.
The changes, he said, “are designed
to simplify public sector compensation
overall, improve transparency, increase
equity and fairness, and improve com-

pensation levels while retaining the sustainability of Jamaica’s finances”.
Clarke’s appeal came at the end of
a punishing week of industrial action in
the public sector.
The disruptions started last Tuesday when National Water Commission
workers cut supplies islandwide for two
days. That was followed on Thursday by
air traffic controllers who stopped working over a faulty radar system. That action closed the island’s airspace,
affecting at least 10,000 travellers and
costing the country millions of dollars in
lost revenue.
But as the air traffic controllers returned to work Thursday night, the Jamaica Civil Service Association (JCSA)
indicated its intention to call a strike if
the Government failed to address the organisation’s concerns about claims it
wanted settled in advance of the compensation review.On Friday afternoon,
though, the JCSA withdrew the strike
notice after a meeting with Dr Clarke.
The review is intended to overhaul
the structure of salaries and other emoluments in the public service. It will also
simplify the current complicated 325
salary scales and eliminate most of the
185 allowances.
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Kamla: Rowley using ‘spreadsheet
economics’ to guide T&T
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO OPPOSITION Leader Kamla PersadBissessar dismissed the "good news"
presented by Finance Minister Colm Imbert about the economy's improved performance from 2021 to the early part of
this year.
She did so when she contributed to
debate in the House of Representatives
to debate a motion to approve its Standing Finance Committee's Report and the
Finance (Supplementation and Variation
of Appropriation) (Financial Year 2022)
Bill, 2022 on Monday.
The latter is known as the Mid-Year
Budget Review. The committee sat on
May 13 to approve an additional $3 billion for the 2022 budget. The motion and
the bill were passed by the House on
Monday.
Opposition MPs thumped their
desks as Persad-Bissessar declared they
did not trust any of the information
which Imbert provided in his earlier contribution. "Where all the money gone?"
Referring to budget documents
which all parliamentarians receive, Persad-Bissessar claimed, "The Government is engaging in spreadsheet
economics."
She alleged Government was moving figures from one spreadsheet in the

T&T Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar

documents and placing it into another, to
create the impression that the economy
had performed better over the last fiscal
year.
Persad-Bissessar reiterated UNC
claims that the PNM's only plan to grow
the economy was "tax, borrow and
spend." She scoffed at Imbert's statement
that Government had not borrowed

money locally or externally for five
months.
"The Government will turn the corner on borrowing."
Referring to the committee's report,
Persad-Bissessar reiterated, "The maths
is not mathsing."
She claimed there was no evidence
of a national secondary roads company

being formed, despite an allocation of
$100 million being made in the report
for it.
She wondered how money allocated to the National Security Ministry
would be used to reduce crime in TT and
if any of it would be used to buy "spyware or malware."
After reiterating the UNC's position
that National Security Minister Fitzgerald Hinds had proven himself unable to
do his job, Persad-Bissessar told Hinds.
"Minister, you should go home in
silence."
She wondered if the Prime Minister
had ever been to the Heights of Aripo
where Andrea Bharatt's body was found
last February.
Persad-Bissessar said she saw
something on Facebook which said Dr
Rowley went to Aripo "to see somebody's cow."
Persad-Bissessar believed there
were no signs of positive economic
growth and Imbert provided the population with nothing to give them hope that
their quality of life would improve from
the increased revenues that he alluded to.
"People in this country cannot put a
plate of food on the table."

T&T to pay contractor $1B for
cancelled highway contract
T&T Oropouche East MP Dr
Roodal Moonilal is calling on the government to be honest with the debt facing the country as he claimed the State
has had to pay $1 billion in damages to
a contractor after losing an arbitration
case.
Moonilal made the remarks during
his contribution in a debate on a motion to adopt the report of the standing
finance committee in the Lower House
on Monday afternoon.
Referring to remarks from Minister of Finance Colm Imbert who suggested that TT's public debt was
decreasing, Moonilal argued that documents presented in the Parliament from
earlier sittings contained funds that
were unaccounted for.
He said the government had a responsibility to fully and comprehensively present a breakdown of all
allocations and was not convinced they
were being fully transparent in their

Part of the Point Fortin Highway which was being built by OAS

presentation.
Moonilal asserted that a recent
judgment from the UK ruled in favour
of Brazilian construction firm OAS SA
over the wrongful termination of a contract on the Point Fortin to San Fernando Highway.
He said the government, who was
a party in the matter, would be required
to pay the cost of damages to the company and accused the government of
deliberately hiding this development

from the public.
"I would like him (Imbert) to tell
us whether he considered an April 16
ruling of the London Court of Arbitration that awarded to the construction
company OAS, $1 billion when this
government and NIDCO lost in an arbitration in London on the SolomonHochoy Highway, is that billion dollars
part of your calculation of your declining debt?
"It cannot be part of a declining

debt it's $1 billion!
"In this arbitration, the Prime
Minister in 2017 boasted, he described
Minister Young as the Gary Sobers of
the Cabinet. He negotiated and we got
$1 billion back from the bond and they
terminated the contracted of the OAS,
claimed that the partnership government had interfered with the contract.
"The Prime Minister boasted, we
went to court under Minister Young's
guidance, won every single case, got
back $1 billion. Well they lost $1 billion in an arbitration."
Moonilal also accused the government of taking loans to pay their judgment debts and warned that such
practices were cause for concern.
During his contribution Couva
South MP Rudranath Indarsingh who
joined the debate after the Prime Minister's contribution on Monday night
also chided the Prime Minister for not
addressing Moonilal's claims.
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Tributes pour in after Andrew
Symonds killed in car crash
Tributes continued to flow for Andrew Symonds, with a 'Fishing Rods for
Roy' campaign launched to honour the
former Australia star.
Cricket fans have been encouraged
to leave fishing rods and cricket balls
outside the front of their house as part
of a nation-wide tribute for the 46-yearold.
Symonds died on Saturday night
when his car left the road and rolled in
Hervey Range, about 50km from
Townsville.
His love of fishing was the stuff of
folklore, with Symonds even sent home
from an ODI series against Bangladesh
in 2008 after missing a team meeting in
Darwin so he could hit the water.
Symonds had even been willing to
accept a 20 percent pay cut from his
Cricket Australia contract if it meant he
would be granted more free time to go
fishing.
Symonds was travelling with his
two dogs, and they reportedly didn't
want to leave his side after the crash.
Former team-mates and rivals alike
paid tribute to Symonds once the news
of his death was made public.
Adam Gilchrist choked back tears
when paying tribute to Symonds on
Monday morning during his SEN radio
show. Justin Langer, who played alongside Symonds in the Test team, joined
Gilchrist and former coach Darren
Lehmann to reminisce about their good
friend.
"When I was 25, I went back to the
Cricket Academy with Rod Marsh as a
scholarship coach, and he [Symonds]
was one of the guys I coached," Langer
said. "On every Wednesday night, there
was some nightclub or some bar the
boys would go to, and Rod Marsh
would say, 'righto boys, who went out
last night?'

Andrew Symonds in action on the field

"And every single Thursday morning two blokes put their hands up, Andrew Symonds and Ian Harvey. And
Rod Marsh would say, 'Righto, you're
over there with Alfie'. And I had to take
them...so they could sweat out these
Bundies from the night before.
"To this moment the perfume of
Bundaberg Rum makes me gag, because I used to have to take these guys
and I smelt Bundy every Thursday
morning for about seven months."
Lehmann said he was struggling to
process the loss of Shane Warne, Rod
Marsh, and Symonds in such a short
space of time.
"It's been a tough time," Lehmann
said. "He [Symonds] was one of the first
guys I coached. To lose a larger than life

character is quite distressing for everyone, none more so than for his family.
He was a legend of the game, we loved
him very much, he lit up the room, and
loved life to the fullest."
Another former Australia coach John Buchanan - said he saw Symonds
as a leader despite his larrikin behaviour.
"Roy was never perfect, that was
for sure, and he never admitted that he
was," Buchanan told the ABC. "You
know, he made poor decisions, like all
of us do, at different stages of his life
and different stages in his cricket career.
"But the one thing about Roy -and one of the things that I think endeared him to most people -- was that
even though he made a mistake, he

would openly admit that and try to rectify that and take full accountability for
that.
"And so when he saw other people
that were probably treading the same
path, he was certainly one of the first
people to come forward and try to put
them on the right direction. I always
saw him as a leader in our team without
a title."
West Indies great Brian Lara is
mourning the death of Symonds.
On Twitter, Lara said, “We exchanged messages just hours ago…
what’s really going on? Baffled and
heartbroken! How could we lose another iconic figure in our sport so soon?
RIP Roy. Condolences to Andrew’s
family and close friends.”

Dwight Yorke lands Aussie coaching job
FORMER Manchester United and Trinidad and Tobago
footballer Dwight Yorke has been appointed head coach of
Australian A-League team Macarthur FC on a two-season
deal.
Yorke, who was part of a Manchester Utd team which
dominated the late 90s and early 2000s, has landed his first
senior coaching role.
Yorke, who captained TT at the 2006 Fifa World Cup,
played for Sydney FC in the inaugural A-League season of
2005/2006, when the Sky Blues went on to win the first
championship.
"Having played in the inaugural A-League men's season, I have continually followed the competition, and am
aware of both the footballing and fan demands in Australia,"
said Yorke.
"I look forward to adding a positive contribution and
improve the game at all levels."
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The disadvantage of West Indian
cricketers: insularity?
AN INTERESTING question to
ask of West Indian cricket fans is, how
come our players are so popular worldwide, yet West Indies teams are closer to
the bottom of the table in all formats?
Limited-overs franchises throughout cricket nations from England to Australia, inclusive of India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, plus New Zealand, the US
and Canada, can’t wait to get their hands
on the cricket skills and especially the
excitement that identifies the Caribbean
cricketer. His approach and dynamism
lights up the playing fields of the world.
From the days of Sir Learie Constantine
in the 1930s to the present, that reputation has existed.
Maybe the answer lies in their individualism when representing a franchise
team. Or could it be the lack of team
spirit at home, bred by the insularity of
a cluster of separate island nations,
rather than their identification with one
country, one flag?
Whatever the answer, the fact is the
cricketer from the territorial islands of
ex-British colonies, is in demand for his
services by cricket franchises throughout
the world. Furthermore, they are offered
extremely high fees by these franchises
to ensure their choice.

This is where the problem lies; a
cricketer who earns $X annually is confronted with an offer ten, 20 and more
times (depending on ability, hence, market value) to play in a competition for six
weeks or pro-rated for a three-week tournament and so on. It is an offer that cannot be refused.
Jimmy Adams, Cricket West Indies
(CWI)’s director of cricket, is caught between a rock and a hard place. When
speaking with journalists on Zoom recently, Adams was asked if players are
using WI as a platform to get into T20
leagues around the world, then choose to
play for WI when they see fit.
He admits that some players will
opt not to sign contracts in order to have
the freedom to choose wherever they
want to play.
Adams does not think that it is a
problem. He says those who refuse CWI
central contracts have the freedom to
play with any team that they want to;
that’s ok with him, and WI cricket will
move on without them. Nonetheless, he
thinks that the region’s players are committed to WI cricket.
I believe that Adams is being a bit
naive at best.
What will eventually happen –

1992 file photo: Opening batsman Desmond Haynes turns the ball

which has started already – is the weakening of international representation.
The main problem lies in the economic
circumstances of the Caribbean as compared to the bigger countries.
India, for instance, can pay their
players a lucrative enough sum for them
not to participate in any other country’s
franchise tournaments.
No Indian cricketers currently representing India or playing first-class
cricket in India are allowed to take part
in outside franchise leagues.
Australia, England and New
Zealand ensure that their players would
not choose to play for a franchise before
their country, because they are handsomely rewarded to keep them away
from that temptation.
That is also why the IPL (Indian
Premier League) made agreements some
years ago not to schedule their competition dates to clash with international
commitments of the various teams.
There are instances, nevertheless, when
there might be overlapping, though the
contractual agreements for those countries are that their home contract will suffice.
Not every player would be acceptable to the franchises, although enough
of them could be sufficient to hurt their

home territory. That will always be the
danger facing WI teams’ strengths. Players can’t be asked to refuse a huge remunerative contract from a franchise, to
play for comparative peanuts by CWI;
and this will always be a problem for
Caribbean administrators.
CWI is not to blame, it’s because of
the size of the islands, the economies of
the various territories and their small
populations, plus the expense of hostinh
tournaments, that make it enormously
difficult.
It is similar to captain Clive Lloyd’s
West Indians' choosing to turn their
backs on WI cricket to accept the tempting offer from the Australian magnate,
billionaire Kerry Packer, when he
formed a league of his own (World Series) in 1977 in Australia.
Australia fired their top players and
sent a third-rate team to play in the WI
in 1978. WI cricketers had Packer’s permission to play and made mincemeat of
the Aussies in the first two Tests.
Chaos reigned before the third Test,
when WI selectors chose to leave out
three Packer-contracted players. Packer
withdrew the other eight. Lead selector
Desmond Haynes will recall it: it was his
debut series.
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