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SURPRISE VISIT: Guyana’s President Irfaan Ali was a surprise guest at
the celebration of Guyana’s 56th anniversary of Independence, which was celebrated with a gala at the Elite Banquet Hall in Toronto on Saturday last. Dr Ali,
who wasn’t scheduled to appear, was joined by Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Gail Teixeira as representatives of the Guyana government at the event. Here,
President Ali shows off his skills on the steelpan before an appreciative audience
at the gala. More pictures from the event are on Page 15.

MR HATIB

African Medium Competent Spiritual Healer
Serious in their field, return of love, love unfaithfulness, Family, Social success, Business,
heritage, Commerice, Exams, Good Luck in
Games, Sexual impotence, Release from a Spell, etc. Quick Results.
100% Guaranteed & Confidentiality Pay After Results. (Keele & Wilson)

Call 416-319-7156
See my ad
on Page 2

SPRINT QUEEN: Three-time Olympic champion Shelly-Ann FraserPryce brought a capacity crowd at the Moi Stadium, Kasarani to its feet when
she clocked a world lead of 10.67 to win the women's 100m in the Kip Keino
Classic. Egyptian Bassant Hemida finished second in a personal best of 11.02
as American Shannon Ray came third in 11.33. The Jamaican, who attracted
wild cheers from fans, said the win was for the Kenyans who have for long
been asking her to visit and compete in the country. Turning to her world lead
in what is her first 100m race this year, Fraser-Pryce described it as a sign of
things to come. "Obviously it is a sign that there are better days ahead. It is very
encouraging and I am looking forward to doing even better and running a fantastic race every time I step on the track. Obviously, I am not worried about
peaking too soon before the World Championships in Oregon," she said.
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal
Bank for 18 years
* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team
leadership, inclusive of management
* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals
* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to
successful home ownership

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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Expect gas at $2.10 a litre by May
long weekend, says analyst
Gas prices in the Greater Toronto
Area are likely to approach $2.10 per
litre by the Victoria Day long weekend
as an “unprecedented” run up in prices
continues to cost drivers at the pump, an
industry analyst has said.
The average cost of a litre of fuel
in the GTA currently stands at $199.9
per litre after going up another four
cents over the weekend.
Dan McTeague, who is the president of Canadians for Affordable Energy, tells CP24 that it is possible that
drivers will “get a bit of a break” on
Wednesday. But he says that gas will
still eclipse the $2 per litre mark sometime next week, perhaps going as high
as $2.04 or $2.05 per litre.
“We could see prices go well towards $2.10 a litre by the May 24 weekend. Unfortunately not good news and
not good for drivers,” he said.
Gas prices reached a low of $1.32
per litre in December but are now up
more than 50 per cent since the beginning of 2022.
McTeague said that the ongoing
ramifications from Russia’s decision to
invade Ukraine have effectively “made

Dan McTeague of Gas Buddy: Ukraine war made a bad situation worse

a bad situation worse.”
The increased demand for gasoline
during the busy summer driving season
is also pushing prices higher, McTeague
said.

“What always me concerned me
was that gasoline tends to uncouple
(from oil) and surge in price as we get
close to the summer driving season and
that is exactly what is happening now,”

he said.
“The price of gasoline itself has
now become completely detached from
oil.”

Body is dumpster is of little black girl: cops
Human remains found in a construction dumpster outside a vacant
Rosedale home earlier this week are
that of a little girl as young as four
years old, police say.
The remains were located in a
dumpster outside a home on Dale Avenue north of Castle Frank Station late
Monday afternoon.
Police say an autopsy has now
confirmed the remains belong to a girl
who was likely between the ages of
four and seven.
Investigators believe that the remains were left in the dumpster sometime between 12 p.m. on Thursday and
4:45 p.m. on Monday.
Police, however, say the girl may
have been deceased as of last summer,
or perhaps even earlier.
“We have the best investigators in
the Toronto Police Service working
this case with everything they've got
and so we will identify this little girl
and we will be doing all the work that

understanding that “kids don’t just
die.”
He said as part of the investigation officers are looking back on old
missing persons reports and have identified “a couple which come close” but
none that investigators have narrowed
in on at this point.
He also said members of the
Toronto Police Service’s forensic

Body was in this dumpster

we can for her,” Insp. Hank Idsinga
told reporters during a news conference on Thursday morning.
Police haven’t formally classified
the girl’s death as a homicide at this
point but Idsinga said that detectives
with the homicide unit are actively involved in the investigation with the

video analysis unit are examining
footage from a number of cameras on
the street, though he acknowledged
that police have not found any video
which directly shows the dumpster
where the little girl was found.
“It's going to be a matter of looking at the cars that are going by and
looking at the people walking by. It is
very labour intensive,” he said.

WE BUY VINYL RECORDS, LPs,
45s AND STEREO
GEAR. CASH PAID!
Local and Courteous. We come to you.

Call Joseph
647-234-9670

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

Rose Hall Airport needs careful thought
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3 steps towards
Healthier Relationships
By Ashta-deb
Many relationships fail because humans put all their energy into having a
relationship with another without first
cultivating a relationship with themselves. If you do not know yourself,
then how can you express your needs to
another? A vast amount of people go
through life trying to change others as
opposed to cultivating acceptance of
self. A need to change others is a need
to make things feel better for yourself.
Understand that your comfort or
discomfort, no matter what it is, has
nothing to do with anyone or anything
external. Instead, all fingers point back
to your internal state of mind. Self-acceptance is the key to healthy relationships with anybody.
Self-acceptance means taking responsibility for all your emotions e.g.,
laughter, insults, sadness, depression,
pride, rude, polite etc. You alone are accountable for every bit of emotional energy that your body processes.
Answering these intuitive questions with
self-honestly, will help you create a road
map to healthier relationships. The journey begins with you:
Who do you believe you are?
Who did you become?
Who do you want to be?
1.Who do you believe you are?
Who you believe you are is in direct relation to your childhood upbringing.
Our early experiences in life set the
foundation for our future relationships.
We process our experiences based on
our perception of the world coupled with
our programed beliefs.
Like a new computer, we are programed from birth the beliefs of our parents, siblings, family members, culture,
community, and a multitude of outside
influences.
A belief means you are either for or
against something.
Humans carry their beliefs deep
within the subconscious mind. Hidden
even from the individual. This is tricky
because our actions come from our subconscious mind while our words come
from our conscious mind. When your
actions don’t match your words, it
causes mayhem in relationships. For example: walking into a room and you
know someone is angry even though
they are smiling and saying “I’m fine.”
Beliefs subconsciously influence
the decisions we make, especially those

concerning relationships. If you were to
question your beliefs – Why do I think
this or that? You will find that many of
your likes and dislikes don’t even come
from you. For example, if you were
never taught sugar is sweet, what would
your impression be? How would you describe it? Would you even taste it?
Likewise, if you were brought up to believe all work is hard, any job you do
will take effort.
Reflect on your childhood and explore your beliefs.
2.Who did you become?
Who you became requires you to
take an honest look at your behaviour in
your relationships. You will find that
your past has dictated all the things you
are for or against, your beliefs.
When we view the world from a
position of for or against then there will
always be people you will not get along
with. You will subconsciously be aggressive towards them whether internally seething or an external show of
physical aggression. Likewise, there
will always be people you are overly
nice to and hold in high regard.

You will habitually treat people a
certain way based on your beliefs. Your
behaviour will always appear justifiable
to you until you have an awareness of
that which you are “against.”
It would be easy to just avoid relationships we don’t like, but why doesn’t
this happen? Why do we seem to attract
the same conflicts into our lives over and
over? We do this because the law of nature dictates - that which you put your
attention on must increase. Meaning, as
long as you are against something you
have an energetic connection to it. Thus,
you manifest the same over and over
until you accept that which you are
“against.”
Cultivating acceptance for all will
only happen when you cultivate acceptance for yourself in totality.
My experience has been that discovering who you became is the most
challenging part of many people’s journey. No one cares to admit that their
past has influenced their present relationships. And definitely no wants to
admit they are at fault.
3.Who do you want to be?

Who you want to be can only happen when you are aware of who you became. When awareness descends your
soul is uplifted in acceptance for Self
and others. Transformational change
takes place.
There is no question as to who you
want to be, because the realization of
who you are transforms you to a higher
state of Being. Shame and Humbleness
give you a compassion that is inclusive
to all.
Your acceptance of Self gives you
the awareness of oneness with all. To
have a conflict with one is to have conflict with all. Every relationship is seen
as a relationship with yourself.
When you understand “who you
are in relation to yourself” then you will
be able to understand yourself in relation
to others.
Relationships are not broken, repairable, nor should they be a means for
fulfilling one’s emotional needs. Many
adults are a prisoner of their past and in
turn become a prisoner in their relationships.
Relationships should leave you
feeling uplifted, renewed and joyful. If
this is not happening be sure to know it
is your inner state that must be investigated not the other.
As an example; Justifying your behaviour, no matter what the situation,
implies you feel threatened. Feelings of
guilt means; you feel you have done
something wrong.
Observe; when you have a deep intuitive knowingness that you have done
no wrong, there is never a feeling to justify, guilt does not exist and intuitive
awareness gives you inner willpower.
Through introspective exploration
one should question “Why do I not like
what is being said about me?” “Why am
I uncomfortable with this person’s behaviour?” “How would I feel if this person changed their behaviour toward
me?”
Your answers to the above questions should bring an awareness on your
neediness and emotional dependency on
others.
No relationship should disturb your
state of being. If your relationship is
otherwise then be sure to know you have
some introspective healing to do.
It takes inner strength to accept
one’s perceived faults and inner wisdom
to become aware of them.
www.ashtachaitanya.com
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Three sought in suspected hate
crime at North York mosque
Police are appealing to the public
for information after three males
showed up at a North York mosque and
were heard yelling threatening comments to those inside.
The incident happened at a
mosque in the vicinity of Sentinel Road
and Finch Avenue at around 9:30 p.m.
on Sunday.
Police say that the three suspects
entered the mosque but seemed surprised to see people inside and hurried
out.
A man then locked the doors to the
mosque to prevent the unknown males
from getting back inside.
Police allege that the males ultimately returned a short time later and
began banging on the locked doors and
yelling threatening comments to those
inside.
Police say that they are investigating the incident as potentially being
“hate-motivated.”
They have released descriptions of
all three suspects and are appealing to
the public for information.
The first suspect is described as 15

Mosques in Toronto have been targeted in recent times

to 18 years old, white and approximately five-foot-two. He was last seen
wearing a red hooded sweater, black
pants, white shoes and carrying
black/white side bag. He also had a
black face covering.

The second suspect is described as
15 to 18 years old, Black and approximately five-foot-two with a thin build
and afro-style hair. He was last seen
wearing a black sweater, a red baseball
hat, black pants and carrying a black

side bag.
The third suspect is described as
15 to 18 years old, Black and five-foottwo. He was last seen wearing a green
hooded sweater, blue jeans and white
shoes.

Covid state of emergency lifted after 777 days
Mayor John Tory has formally terminated a municipal state of emergency which had been in effect for a
total of 777 days, calling it “just one
more sign that the city is returning to a
more normal state of existence.”
Tory made the announcement during a press conference outside Toronto
City Hall on Monday morning.
He said that while COVID-19 is
far from over, the removal of the emergency declaration does represent an
“important juncture” in the more than
two-year fight against the virus.
“We are on the right track but I
think we have to remind ourselves
every single day that this is not over.
So we continue to do the work,” he
said. “But I think the sort of stress level
and the acute nature of the pandemic
has receded a bit and it allows us to
have days like today where we can remove the state of emergency while still
continuing with just as much effort on
things like vaccination.”
Tory said that the formal declaration of an emergency back on March
23, 2020 gave the city added flexibility
with regards to staffing, ultimately allowing more than 1,700 of its workers
to be temporarily reassigned to help
support vaccination efforts and maintain critical services.
However, all but 40 of those people have returned to their original jobs
as the city transitions away from an

Toronto Mayor John Tory and Medical Officer of Health Eileen de Villa say Toronto is out of Covid danger

emergency-oriented response to
COVID-19.
As part of that transition,
Toronto’s Board of Health will meet on
May 16 to vote on a motion which
would make its hyper-local vaccination
campaign a permanent program, contingent on additional funding being
provided by the province.
“The declaration signalled our intent to fight COVID-19 with everything we had and now two years, one

month and 17 days later and more than
seven doses of vaccine later there is no
doubt that our collective efforts have
been successful in getting us to a better
place,” Tory said. “I do want people to
understand that by taking away our
state of emergency in the city we are
not ending our fight against COVID.
We know that COVID-19 is still active
in the city and the work that we have
been undertaking will not stop.”
The municipal emergency declara-

tion was first issued on March 23,
2020.
Back then there were only 304
lab-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in
the city and most were associated with
recent travel.
Since then, Toronto has reported
more than 312,000 confirmed cases
and that number is considered a significant undercount due to limited eligibility for PCR testing.
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MoU signed, seen as big boost for
trade between Guyana, US
THE Bilateral Chamber of Commerce and the Private Sector Commission (PSC) have pledged to leverage
their combined resources to strengthen
economic relations between the United
States and Guyana.
The two parties signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) during a
ceremony in Houston, Texas, on
Wednesday.
The MoU promotes trade and investment across sectors, including infrastructure, healthcare, industry and
education.
The agreement, signed by Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of the Bilateral

Officials from Guyana and the USA at the signing of the MoU

Chamber of Commerce, Aida Araissi,
and Chairman of the PSC, Paul Cheong,
is the result of a visit by a trade mission
from the Bilateral Chamber of Commerce to Guyana in March 2022.
The signing ceremony was witnessed by Guyana’s Minister of Natural
Resources, Vickram Bharrat; US Ambassador to Guyana, Sarah-Ann Lynch;
ExxonMobil executives, Dr. John Ardill
and Alistair Routledge, and CEO of the
Guyana Office for Investment (Go-Invest), Dr. Peter Ramsaroop.
Additional attendees included executives from leading energy, real estate,
and technology companies.
Following the signing of the agreement, Araissi said: “We are proud to be
ranked as a top producing contractor for
the US Trade and Development Agency
(USTDA). Our Bilateral Chamber and
USTDA programmes represent over
US$100 billion dollars of exported US
goods, services, and advanced technologies and we’re looking forward to bringing that kind of expertise to Guyana, to
grow the local content.”
The chamber and the PSC will
work together in the coming months to
organise more trade missions that bring
together businesses from the US and
Guyana.
Cheong said: “Today is a historic
day. We will work on building a partnership that members of both sides will be
proud of. This is just the beginning.”
The Bilateral Chamber, located in
Houston, Texas, has an expansive network of more than 36,000 subscribers,
representing small to large enterprises.
The chamber is a trusted partner to
the US Trade and Development Agency,
the US Departments of Commerce,
State, and Energy, as well as trade development agencies in key markets around
the world.
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$13.3 billion dollar Eccles to Great
Diamond highway progressing
WORKS on the $13.3 billion Eccles to Great Diamond four-lane highway on the East Bank of Demerara are
progressing smoothly.
This road will be linked to the recently commissioned Eccles to Mandela
Avenue four-lane highway and produce
a number of benefits.
According to the Ministry of Housing and Water, these benefits include the
reduction of traffic congestion and improved connectivity to existing and future communities.
Works are being executed by
GuyAmerica Construction Inc; V. Dalip
Enterprise; (JV) Colin Talbot Contracting Services and Eron Lall Civil Engineering
Works;
S.
Jagmohan
Construction and General Supplies Inc.;
H. Nauth and Sons; JS Guyana Inc.;
(JV) VALs Construction and AJM Enterprise; China Railway First Group
Company Ltd.; Aronco Services Inc.;
Ivor Allen; (JV) Puran Brothers Disposal Inc. and Khemraj Nauth Contracting Services.
The project, which has been divided into 12 lots, includes the construction of more than 30 reinforced concrete
bridges, two roundabouts and a total of
9.4 km of reinforced concrete road.
The estimated timeline for the project is 15 to 18 months.
Minister of Housing and Water,
Collin Croal, implored the contractors to
be innovative and strategic in their approach to the project. He also emphasised the need for quality work and
timely completion.
Minister Croal also encouraged the
contractors to put systems in place to
work beyond the stipulated hours and
avoid unnecessary delays. He reminded
them to adhere to the labour laws and
ensure workers’ safety.
Further, he advised the contractors
to cultivate a working relationship with
the residents and communicate any inconveniences that may occur as a result
of the work which should be done in a
timely and respectful manner.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

An aerial view of construction ongoing at the new Eccles to Great Diamond four-lane highway, top. Below, works
are ongoing on the new alternative road link
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Ali is the ﬁrst guest as Diaspora social
media platform launched
By Vishnu Bishram
A NEW social media platform in
the diaspora debut last Thursday
evening to promote development in
Guyana. It’s first guest, President Dr Irfaan Ali, was quizzed on a number of issues.
A very passionate Ali stated categorically: “I have to be a just leader”
during a discussion on the social media
platform organised by the Guyana Diaspora Coordinating Council (GDCC).
It was a historic occasion as it was
on that day, in 1838, that the first batch
of East Indian indentured labourers
landed in Guyana (then British Guiana)
to work on sugar plantations. The President acknowledged the significant contributions of Indians to the development
of Guyana.
The social media programme
began at 19:00 hrs and concluded at
20:00 hrs. It was an interactive show
that was broadcast on several social
media platforms, Facebook and
YouTube. The host of the programme
was Shameeza Ally. The moderator was
former UG senior lecturer, Dr. Tara

The new social media platform for the Diaspora

Singh. Also appearing was prominent
businessman, Dave Narine of Dave
West Indian Products.
Narine supports the programme
which seeks to inform Guyanese at
home and in the diaspora, as well as
non-Guyanese, on developments in
Guyana. The programme is being

broadcast weekly on Thursdays from
19:00 hrs to 20:00 hrs. The GDCC
(comprising representatives from the
UK, Canada, USA, the Caribbean and
Guyana) is an independently-owned and
operated outfit.
This new programme was
launched to discuss the country’s devel-

opmental thrust and related issues facing Guyana as well as address (correct
any) misinformation/distortion/falsehoods being pedalled in the public domain, in addition to promoting
investment and tourism. As far as practicable, programmes would be grounded
in facts and credible evidence.
The organisers believe that it is important Guyanese at home and in the diaspora promote development in their
country of origin. The platform aims to
engage top public officials, scholars,
community leaders and other guests in
interviews relating to the country’s development thrust (including setbacks).
The public will not want to miss these
informative and fact-based programmes.
The President expressed his excitement about the programme, thanking
the organisers for giving him an opportunity to address issues raised by members of the diaspora as well as Guyanese
at home.
GDCC’s next programme is on
Thursday’s (May 12th) and it would feature Vice-President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo.
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Toronto told: Guyana is in ‘Golden era’
HAILING what has been taking
place in Guyana recently as the “Golden
era”, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs
and Governance Gail Teixeira said she
firmly believes “that this is our time
since as a people we have worked hard.
We have had our differences as a people
but this is our time.”
Delivering remarks at a meet and
greet last Friday night at the Guyana
Consulate in Toronto, the minister
pointed out that almost two years after
becoming President, Dr Irfaan Ali has
shown no sign of slowing down in his effort to build a better Guyana, even
though the country has been affected by
floods, the pandemic and other challenges.
According to the minister, “All the
forces are aligned in our favour in terms
of our natural resources, whether accidentally or on purpose. We are one of the
last-remaining rainforests, something
that we should be very proud of. We are
one of the few countries in the world
with deforestation levels of .006 per
cent.”
Teixeira informed the audience that
Guyana, despite all that is happening, is
in a position that it has never been before. “With oil and gas, this gives us an
opportunity to transform our nation with
the kind of resources that we’ve never
had before. There are environmentalists

Parliamentary Affairs Minister Gail Teixeira speaks at the Guyana Consulate in Toronto

who are saying, don’t take the oil out of
the ocean, leave it there, but then how
are we to develop? Are we to be left as
one of the poorest nations in the hemisphere, is that what we want for the future of Guyanese?” she asked.
Teixeira also noted that attention
will not be shifted from agriculture.
“So we are not doing what many
countries have done with oil and gas,

where they forget about other sectors and
just depend on oil. We are not doing that.
Oil will finish, it is finite, so we are
going to gain from revenue from that,
but use that to develop the other sectors
that we can manage our country and be
sustainable, regardless whether oil is
there or not.”
Boasting that there’s a mood that’s
taking place in Guyana “of hope, cau-

tious optimism as you know we as
Guyanese have gone through many
things and sometimes when good happens, we are looking for the bad that
comes after; we tend to be kind of tentative, but there’s a lot happening, not only
in [the] oil-and-gas sector, but also in the
other sectors — agriculture in particular.”

Real Estate, Immigration, Corporate Law,
Simple Wills and POA & Business Setup

Patheja Law
Professional Corporation
250 Dundas St W Mississauga, Unit 402,
L5B 1J2
Phone: (416) 548-6038
pathejalaw.com

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MAY 12 2022

15

Scenes from the Guyana 56th
Independence Gala Dinner in Toronto
Held on Saturday May 5 at the Elite Banquet Hall, Guyana President Irfaan Ali made a surprise appearance, while
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs Gail Teixeira was the special guest. Here are pictures from the event
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ExxonMobil’s 5th deepwater
project to produce 275,000 bpd
Following Government’s early
April approval for its fourth oil project
in the Stabroek Block called US$10B
Yellowtail, ExxonMobil and its partners
have wasted no time in seeking the authorities blessings for a fifth deepwater
development.
In its project summary that was
submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), ExxonMobil subsidiary,
Esso
Exploration
and
Production Guyana Limited (EPPGL)
which operates the Stabroek concession
said the Uaru Project will be located in
the eastern portion of the block, approximately 200 km from Georgetown and
amid previous Stabroek Projects.
Current plans include drilling via
drillships to produce oil from approximately 40-76 wells. Production is expected to begin between the fourth
quarter of 2026 and the second quarter
of 2027 with an expected field life of at
least 20 years. EEPGL said the production facilities to be installed include subsea equipment attached to the seafloor
as well as processing equipment on the
ocean’s surface known as a Floating,
Production, Storage, and Offloading
(FPSO) vessel. EEPGL said this subsea
equipment is installed at approximately
1,450 – 1,950 m of water depth while
noting that the main components of the
subsea kit include the following: production tree, production manifold, flowlines, risers, and umbilicals. The subsea
umbilicals, risers, and flowlines are
commonly referred to as SURF.
Additionally, EEPGL’s document
explained that the oil, gas, and water
flows from the well into the production
tree. The fluids are then gathered into
the manifold which then connects to the
flowlines before the risers take the fluids up to the FPSO for processing.
Kaieteur News understands that
the umbilical lines support production
by providing real time control of the
subsea installation from the surface by
delivering fluids to facilitate the flow of
hydrocarbons.
As for the FPSO, it is an industrial
floating complex that continuously separates oil from produced water and associated gas for onboard storage, and
later transfer to third party tankers. The
anticipated production rate for the FPSO
ranges between approximately 220,000
barrels and 275,000 barrels of oil per
day. The vessel will be capable of storing approximately two million barrels of
oil.

One of ExxonMobil’s exploration ships in Guyana’s waters

Furthermore, third party oil tankers
will be scheduled to offload the oil from
the FPSO, making the oil available for
export to the international market. The
FPSO will also process, dehydrate,
compress, and reinject associated gas
produced from the reservoir. As the
Uaru and Mako reservoir pressures deplete over time, this gas reinjection will
help maintain reservoir pressure and
allow for optimum production of hydrocarbons to continue over time. In addition, some of the gas will be used as fuel
on the FPSO.
Furthermore, EEPGL told the EPA
that it has undertaken additional studies
to obtain an even more comprehensive
understanding of potential impacts of
effluent discharges to water, the feasibility of alternative handling of produced water, cradle to grave waste

management in Guyana, emergency response capabilities, and environmental
compliance monitoring and verification.
The company said the learnings from
current operations and environmental
studies will enhance the design and implementation of the Uaru Project,
thereby increasing environmental performance and economic value.
It concluded that the Uaru Project

will contribute positively, directly and
indirectly, to economic growth in
Guyana, including increased national
revenues, local procurement of select
goods and services, increased direct and
indirect local employment opportunities
which drive associated beneficial “multiplier” impacts throughout the local
economy.
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LEISURE INN SUITES APARTMENTS
Looking for somewhere to stay in Guyana? We have the best accommodations and service. Available for long and short term
rentals, all units furnished and equipped for self catering

17 Delph street, Campbellville Georgetown, Guyana,
South America. Tel: 592- 226- 8990
LeisureInn@yahoo.com

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Guyana’s oil ﬁnd represents more
than 10% of global discoveries
Guyana’s most recent oil discoveries in the lucrative Stabroek Block have
significantly increased the country’s recoverable oil equivalent barrels so much
so, that its fortunes represent more than
10 percent of all global finds since 2015.
This was specifically outlined in ExxonMobil’s Energy Factor blog which was
authored by Exxon’s Head of Upstream
Oil and Gas, Liam Mallon.
The article also stated that Guyana’s
Barreleye-1, Patwa-1 and Lukanani-1
discoveries took the country’s recoverable oil to nearly 11 billion barrels.
“That’s more than 10 percent of all the
new conventional resources discovered
anywhere in the world between 2015 and
the end of last year,” Mallon stated.
He said too that the company identifies its strengths in scale, advanced
technologies, integration, operations excellence and highly skilled people as the
enabler of its success in country. These
strengths, it was noted, has also positioned the company to lead in the energy
transition initiative.
Exxon is looking to increase its energy supply while reducing emissions.
“Our plans include spending more than
$15 billion through 2027 to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from company
operations, and for investments in loweremission business opportunities to help
others reduce their emissions.”
The company said that some of that
US$15 billion will be spent in Guyana,
where by 2027 the company’s operations
are expected to have about 30 percent
lower greenhouse gas intensity than the
average of upstream portfolio. “We’re
looking at even more ways to reduce
emissions in Guyana and in other operations around the world.”
In the Permian Basin in Texas and
New Mexico, the company said it expects to produce 25 percent more oil and
natural gas this year versus the last. “At
the same time [we] are aiming to reach
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions from
our unconventional operations there by
2030.” This is a key part of ExxonMobil’s company-wide ambition to achieve
net-zero emissions (Scope 1 and 2) from
all operated assets by 2050.
Despite various changes taking
place in the global oil industry, Exxon
said it is investing billions of dollars into
its business regardless of oil prices. It
was noted that, “discovery and development of Guyana’s resources is an important part of ExxonMobil’s commitment

Guyana finds massive oil reserves, representing more than 10% of the world’s finds

to responsibly meeting the world’s energy needs – a commitment that requires
billions of dollars in sustained investments, regardless of short-term swings
in global oil prices. It also reflects our
support for Guyana’s economic development, job creation and sustainability objectives.”
The company said too that it stayed
focused on disciplined investing during
the economic downturn from the pandemic, and retains that focus today. “We
expect to invest between US$21 billion
and US$24 billion this year, and between
US$20 and US$25 billion annually
through 2027 to deliver the products and
energy resources the world needs and
also to advance lower-emission solutions.”
Guyana investments have nonetheless yielded a growing source of energy
for the world. ExxonMobil recently
started producing oil from the second
offshore development in Guyana, bringing the country’s capacity to more than
340,000 barrels a day, up from zero three
years ago. By the end of the decade, oil
production from Guyana, is expected to
exceed one million barrels a day; enough

to make it one of the world’s top 20 producers, the blog reported.
Furthermore, Exxon sees Guyana’s
oil growth as being important since, “this
oil will contribute to Guyana’s economy
– and to the global oil market, where
supply constraints resulting from industry underinvestment during the pandemic and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
have led to price volatility.”
The company said that oil still
meets more than 30 percent of global energy demand and 90 percent of trans-

portation needs, and remains virtually indispensable for powering larger vehicles
like trucks, planes and ships.
“We’re excited about the growth
and opportunity we see ahead for
Guyana.” The company said that for
nearly 140 years, it has supplied products that help people live healthy, prosperous lives and thrive in an
ever-changing world. “We’re committed
to continuing to create sustainable solutions that improve quality of life and
meet society’s evolving needs.”
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Superstar Mahesh Babu: My dream is coming true now

Mahesh Babu: Bollywood
cannot afford me
Superstar Mahesh Babu is trending big time
courtesy a statement he made at the trailer launch
of Adivi Sesh's Major recently. The actor, who has
been asked bout his plans of starring in Bollywood
films on several occasions, said during the interaction that "Bollywood cannot afford" him, stated
India Today,News18 and other media reports. Several media outlets quoted Mahesh Babu as saying
this during the launch: "I did get a lot of offers in
Hindi but I don't think they can afford me. I don't
want to waste my time working in an industry
which can't afford me. The stardom and the respect
I get here is huge, so I never really thought of leaving my industry and going to some other industry."
Speaking of his goals in the coming years, the

46-year-old actor added, "I have always thought of
doing films and becoming bigger. My dream is
coming true now and I can't be happier."
Babu, son of Telugu actor Krishna, started his
career as a child artiste with 1989 film Poratam,
featuring his father. He also starred in his father's
films Sankharavam and Bazaar Rowdy among others. Mahesh Babu made his full-fledged silver
screen debut with 1999 film Raja Kumarudu opposite Preity Zinta.
He went on to feature films like Athadu,
Pokiri, Athidhi, Dookudu, SPYder, Bharat Ane
Nenu and Maharshi, to name a few. He was last
seen in Sarileru Neekevvaru. His upcoming project
is Sarkaru Vaari Paata. He will also star in Major.
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Low Carbon strategy will help Guyana
avoid perils of fossil fuel trap
With the emergence of the oil and
gas sector, Senior Director for Climate
and REDD+ at the Ministry of Natural
Resources, Pradeepa Bholanath asserts
that the government’s Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS) 2030 is
more important now than ever.
During an interview, Guyana’s Oil
and You, Bholanath explained that back
in 2010, stakeholders had conducted various debates about balancing the competing objectives associated with
economic development and the environmental impacts. The Environmental
Economist said, this conversation for
Guyana has now broadened with the
emergence of fossil fuel development.
Bholanath said, “In light of this, I
think LCDS 2030 is crucial now for
Guyana because as we develop the oil
and gas economy and as we look towards all the other sectors, the document
underscores in an even more prominent
way, the importance of diversifying the
economy, to ensure that we do not fall
into the trap of the Dutch disease and to
be over reliant on one sector just because
it happens to be the main driver of considerable income. So we need to avoid
falling into that trap…”
Expounding further, Bholanath said
LCDS 2030 is important because it examines the oil and gas economy, especially as it relates to the demand and the
supply side measures. The Environmental Economist explained that on the demand side measures, the world as it
stands is not in a state where it is ready
to move away completely from fossil
fuel. As such, she pointed that there are
several countries such as China, Russia
and the USA which have dominated the
oil and gas supply chains to the point
that they enjoy a monopoly. The industry
stakeholder contended that Guyana is
now in a position to be part of that market. She noted however, that being part
of that market does not mean the nation
would continue to have a vision of fossil
fuel use at the same rate and extent that
prevails now.
Bholanath explained that in the
LCDS 2030 document, where demand is
concerned, she said Guyana’s position is
that it will continue to advocate for a reduction in subsidies on fossil fuel so as
to ensure that those economically competitive, low carbon providers, are the
ones that should prevail. “So it is not

The LCDS will protect sentitive environmental areas throughout the country, says expert

only about meeting the energy demands
but doing so in a way that is congruent
with low carbon development,” expressed Bholanath who added that
LCDS 2030 offers strong advocacy for a
global carbon tax and for this to be implemented in a way that would allow for
there to be a strengthened and freer
move towards clean renewable energy.
On the supply side, she said the
government stands firmly in ensuring
that measures are in place for a transition
to cleaner energy sources. “And those
aspects such as hydro, wind, solar and
gas would be advanced with the proceeds of LCDS and would dominate the
grid. So LCDS 2030 in essence takes on
the oil and gas sector frontally…I think
the task is in front of us to take on that
challenge frontally and to provide the solutions that will pave the way for industry and government to advance
low-carbon development in the best way
forward and the best way practical,” the
Environmental Economist concluded.
ABOUT LCDS 2030
Kaieteur News previously reported
that LCDS 2030 outlines how the Government of Guyana will accelerate economic growth and development in a
non-polluting, low carbon way. It outlines how Guyana will utilize and monetize its natural resources such as its lush
and pristine forests in a sustainable manner so as to combat the impacts of climate change. The document also ensures
the country’s world-class forests, biodiversity, water, and marine resources are
valued for the vital contribution they
make to the health of the planet.
The current draft that was launched
by President, Dr. Irfaan Ali in late 2021

is undergoing a period of consultation
with citizens on how the nation can redouble its efforts towards achieving the
outlined vision, the roots of which can
be traced back to 2009. In 2009, Guyana
had launched the first Low-carbon Development Strategy as a developing
country, setting out a vision for inclusive, sustainable development, while simultaneously maintaining the country’s
forests, about 85% of the country’s territory, to help meet some of the most urgent challenges the world faces.
There is no doubt that Guyana intends to stay true to the vision set out in
2009 which is to create a model low-carbon economy for the world. Since 2009
however, local authorities have gained a
greater understanding of the outsized
contribution Guyana’s ecosystems make
to the world’s health and economy, as
well as its role as one of the world’s most
important countries for biodiversity conservation.
Below are some interesting facts
about the important role Guyana’s
forests play as noted in the LCDS 2030.
· Guyana has the second-highest
percentage of forest cover on earth and
is working with partners to sustain
99.5% of that forest while building the
foundation for a new low carbon,
ecosystem economy. The government
has said it expects to tap opportunities to
access a market mechanism for forest
climate services and other ecosystem
services. This will enable Guyana to
store 19.5 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (the measure used for
greenhouse gas emissions).
· Deforestation rates are among the
lowest in the world and Guyana is one

of only four countries in the world (and
one of only two in the Amazon Basin)
verified to have sustained a High Forest
Low Deforestation (HFLD) state.
· Guyana is one of four countries
which host the Guiana Shield, one of the
most pristine rainforest landscapes in the
world. The Guiana Shield stores around
18% of the world’s tropical forest carbon
and 20% of the world’s fresh water.
· Guyana has already earned income for ecosystem services. Over the
period 2010 to 2015, the Guyana Norway Agreement on climate and forests
saw Guyana earning US$220 million
which saw over 2,000 jobs created under
the micro and small enterprise project;
180 communities and villages received
funding to strengthen entrepreneurship
in Amerindian village economies; the
Amerindian Land Titling Programme
advanced with 13 villages issued with
Absolute Grants, bringing the total number of Absolute Grants to 109. Furthermore, 21 villages were demarcated, 19
were issued with certificates of title,
bringing total Certificates of Title to 96.
Additionally, more than 500 villagers
were trained in Free Prior and Informed
Consent (FPIC), mediation and awareness exercises. Importantly, the Guyana
Norway Agreement provided financing
for the rehabilitation of the Cunha Canal,
provided finance for the first utility-scale
solar project in Guyana, and is financing
the establishment of 200 ICT hubs in
hinterland and rural areas. LCDS 2030
is currently undergoing a period of national consultation. Once this is completed, the LCDS will be finalised and
then tabled in the National Assembly.
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Guyana and Brazil agree on
‘actionable framework’
President Irfaan Ali announced that
Guyana and Brazil have agreed on an
“actionable framework” in the areas of
food security, energy, infrastructure and
national security.
This announcement was made following a meeting between Brazil’s President, Jair Bolsonaro, members of his
cabinet and the Guyana Government last
Friday at the Arthur Chung Conference
Centre. The one-day visit by the Brazilian Head of State was a follow-up to a
meeting held earlier this year between
Presidents Ali, Bolsonaro and Surinamese President Chandrikapersad Santokhi in Paramaribo.
“We had the opportunity today, to
further elaborate and concretise an action plan moving forward in four areas.”
The Guyanese President noted that discussions also centred on ways to better
collaborate in energy, energy security,
national security and defence and infrastructure. “Those were the areas in
which we had extensive discussions.”
President Ali explained that in
terms of infrastructure, the focus is on an
integrated project that involves a deepwater port, the road-rail link, fibre optic
connectivity, the development of an energy corridor, the creation of a free zone

and the linkage of natural resource development to this project. “So we’re not
only talking about the deepwater port in
isolation of these things, it is now one integrated project that we are looking at,
and we have agreed to establish a team
that will comprise of investors, the Federal Government of Brazil, the Government of Guyana and the State of
Roraima.”
The President said that emphasis
will be placed on moving the project forward.
In connection to the road link between Georgetown and Bonfim (Brazil),
he noted that systems are already in
place to build the stretch between Linden
and Mabura Hill, while the two countries
will continue discussions on the remainder of the road (Mabura Hill to Lethem).
He disclosed too, that the two sides discussed working together on the natural
gas strategy, the potential of hydro renewable energy and to examine this in a
holistic frame in terms of energy production and oil and gas. The President added
that the Governments also discussed security and defence hardware-software
technology, which includes intelligence
sharing, as a master plan to support the
security architecture of both countries

Jair Bolsonaro

and their shared responsibilities and
shared challenges. He said they also
looked “at ways in which we can deploy
technology and a joint approach in securing our borders”.
In the area of agriculture and food
security, President Ali noted that Guyana
and Brazil were looking to enhance their
collaborations. He said that the countries
are expected to work out an aggressive
plan for the expansion of their markets,
the removal of barriers, deploying new

technologies, the process flow, institutional arrangements, creating a hub for
processing and transhipment of Agriproduce and products to the rest of
CARICOM with Guyana becoming a
hub. Agriculture, he emphasised, is a
major area that Guyana is pursuing. “All
of this is linked intricately to our trade
arrangements. So, we have been able to
frankly discuss these issues and work out
the mechanism through which all of
these areas will advance.”
In his remarks, President Bolsonaro
said the discussions were “fruitful and
productive “. He added that the talks
were straightforward with both parties
working “towards solutions”. He expressed confidence that the engagements
were promising for both countries and
their futures.
Along with the actionable framework, the two countries also signed
treaties on International Legal Cooperation in Civil Matters and Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters. Prime
Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d), the Honourable Mark Phillips; Vice President,
the Honourable Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo; Finance Minister Dr. Ashni Singh along
with other members of the Cabinet were
also at the meeting.

CRIME & COURTS

Youths plead not guilty to killing Professor Mars
Timothy Paul Chance and Andre
Benjamin on Monday denied that they
murdered Professor Pariedeau Mars,
called Perry, in 2016.
The duo was arraigned in the Demerara High Court before Justice
Sandil Kissoon. They pleaded not
guilty to the charge which states that on
May 12, 2016 in the County of Demerara, they killed Mars in the furtherance
of a robbery.
The next hearing of the matter is
slated for May 16.
Chance and Benjamin are two of
the five teens who were charged back
in 2016 for the murder of the professor.
In 2019, three teens opted to plead
guilty to the lesser count of manslaughter, while Chance and Benjamin were
remanded awaiting trial.
On July 16, 2019, Justice Singh
sentenced Nikisha Dover, 19, the mastermind behind the killing, and her two
co-accused, Naomi Adams, 18, and
Orin McRae, 19, to 12, 10 and 12 years’
imprisonment, respectively.

subsequently rushed to a hospital where
he was pronounced dead on arrival.
Investigations revealed that an accused, who was 17 years old at the
time, was known to the now dead man
as she would visit his home from time
to time. It was further revealed that the
said accused confessed to conspiring
with her boyfriend to rob the elderly
man as he was home alone on the day
of the incident. Her boyfriend reportedly brought along other friends to be
a part of the crime.

Dead, Pariedeau ‘Perry’ Mars.

Initially, the five teens were all
charged jointly for the capital offence
of murder when they made their first
court appearance in May of 2016 and
were remanded to prison.
According to police reports, Mars,
75, of Bissessar Avenue, Prashad
Nagar, Greater Georgetown, was found
bound and beaten in his home on the
day in question by his wife. He was

Sophia shooter
remanded
Recently accused of shooting two
cousins, one of whom died, 24 year-old
Denzil Haynes of 67 North Sophia,
Georgetown was remanded to jail for
the capital offence of murder when he
appeared at the Georgetown Magistrates’ Courts on Monday.
The accused was not required to
plead to the charge read to him and the
court hearing was adjourned for state-

ments before Chief Magistrate, Colonel
Ann McLennan on June 2, 2022.
Haynes is suspected of shooting
two cousins in a brawl at the Tanary
Area of North Sophia, Georgetown on
April 14, 2022 and then making good
his escape.
Following a heated argument,
Haynes is suspected of shooting 27year-old Yardan Jacobs and his cousin
Steve Bacchus, a 29-year-old businessman, both of North Sophia, Georgetown.
While firing several rounds, one of
the bullets struck Jacobs to his abdomen while another struck Bacchus to
his lower back.
According to police, the cousins
were rushed to the Georgetown Public
Hospital Corporation and two days
later, Jacobs succumbed to his injuries.
A wanted bulletin was issued for
Haynes who later turned himself in on
April 26 at the Brickdam Police Station, accompanied by his lawyer,
Bernard DaSilva.
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Guyana signs air services
agreement with Saudi Arabia
On Monday May 9, 2022, Guyana
signed an air services agreement with
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to promote
and facilitate the expansion of international air services opportunities between
the two countries.
According to a government release,
the agreement was signed in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia by H.E. Saleh bin Nasser
Al-Jasser, Minister of Transport and Logistic Services, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Hon. Bishop Juan Edghill,
Minister of Public Works.
Guyana was invited by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to sign the agreement and participate in the Future
Aviation Forum which is currently being
held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia during the
period May 9 – 11, 2022.
The agreement addressed matters
pertaining to Grant of Rights; Designation and Revocation; User Charges;
Recognition of Certificates and Licences; Tariffs; Commercial Opportunities; Fair Competition, Environmental
Protection, among other matters.
Minister Edghill said, “Presently,
there is no direct flight between Guyana
and Saudi Arabia, however, this Agreement puts in place the legal framework
that open market access for airlines to
operate and enhance competitive air
transport services, trade, and economic
growth between the two countries.”
The Gulf carriers from United Arab
Emirates, Qatar and Saudi Arabia have
been playing a significant role in global
connectivity for passengers and cargo
over the last two decades. Saudia, the
national airline of Saudi Arabia is the
third largest airline in the Middle East in

Saudi Arabia’s H.E. Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser (right) and Guyana Public Works Minister, Bishop Juan Edghill

terms of revenue, behind Emirates and
Qatar Airways. The airline operates international flights to over 94 destinations
in the Middle East, Africa, Asia, Europe
and North America.
According to Edghill, “through the
signature of the Guyana-Saudi Arabia
Air Services Agreement, we anticipate
that it will serve as impetus for Saudia,

the national airline of Saudi Arabia to
explore air services t0 Guyana, Latin
America and the Caribbean since the airline does not have a presence in this region of the world.”
The signing of this agreement is in
keeping with the government’s commitment of connecting Guyana with the rest
of the world.

This agreement complements the
more than 50 Air Services agreements
Guyana has established with other
ICAO States for the development of the
air link among States.
Guyana and Saudi Arabia established formal diplomatic relations on
February 22, 2012.

Teen cried rape to extort $10 million, court hears
Nineteen-year-old Princess Williams was on Friday found guilty of attempting to extort $10M from
her ex-boyfriend by claiming that she would make a
police report saying that he attempted to rape her.
Extortion is the practice of obtaining something,
especially money, through force or threats.
The teen was found guilty by Magistrate Rhondell Weever in the Georgetown Magistrates’ Courts.
On June 6, 2022, Williams is expected to be sentenced.
A probation report is currently being prepared in her
favour. On February 12, 2021, Williams of 3127 Block
Three, Providence, East Bank Demerara, made her
first court appearance in the Georgetown Magistrates’
Courts before Senior Magistrate, Leron Daly.
On that hearing, the young woman had pleaded
guilty to the charge which stated that between January
4, and January 7, 2021, at Georgetown, with intent to
extort from Kenrick Thomas $10M, she threatened to
accuse him of attempting to rape her.
The matter was adjourned for sentencing and
Williams was remanded to prison. However, when she

made her second court appearance Williams obtained
legal representation and she requested to change her
plea, this then led to the matter going to trial.
The matter was tried before Magistrate Weever,
who recently ruled that the court is satisfied with the
evidence that was put before the court and as such she
found Williams guilty of the extortion charge. According to the facts of the charge Williams and Thomas
shared a four-month relationship.
On January 4, 2021, Thomas invited Williams to
his home. While at Thomas’ home, he asked Williams
to engage in sexual intercourse and she consented. Afterwards, an argument ensued, and the relationship
ended. The court heard that Williams later contacted
Thomas and sent him a voice note in which she
claimed that he tried to rape her and if he didn’t pay
her the sum of $10M, she would report the matter to
the police. Thomas reported the matter to the police
and an investigation was launched. Williams was later
arrested and charged with extortion.
Found guilty, Princess Williams
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Bajan engineers want local
builders used to construct houses
President of the Barbados Association of Professional Engineers Lieutenant Colonel Trevor Browne, who
months ago criticised Government for
ordering dozens of prefabricated houses
from China, hopes this country’s decision makers have learned from their
mistake.
On Monday, Lieutenant Colonel
Browne said he had no feelings of vindication over the unfortunate turn of
events following a statement from the
current housing minister outlining reasons for the delay in completing the eagerly-awaiting structures.
“As professional engineers, we
don’t feel vindicated. We speak to the
situation as we see it. Some people like
it and some don’t, but we only deal with
facts as they present themselves to us as
professional engineers,” Browne said,
“That is what we did and that is
what we will continue to do. From the
very beginning I said that we wish the
ministry the best and that we really want
this thing to work out,” he added.
Over the weekend, Minister of
Housing, Lands and Maintenance
Dwight Sutherland disclosed that the
150 houses imported for people displaced by Hurricane Elsa and a surprise
‘freak’ storm last year, would be delayed
well into this year’s hurricane season.
In a recent press release, Sutherland suggested that 150 families who

had been living in shelters since July last
year, would be homeless for at least another four months.
He blamed a range of factors including the absence of technical Chinese
experts arriving on island, the passage
of two storms in China, the unusual design of the houses, the Christmas holidays, January’s General Election and the
COVID-19 pandemic, for the delays.
The minister also said some of the materials on the worksites had been stolen.
In September last year, Lieutenant
Colonel Browne slammed government
on the exclusion of local engineers in
the joint initiative between the National
Housing Corporation and the Chineseowned East West Building Solutions. At
the time he accused the government of
operating in a “casual and offhanded
manner”.
“It is passing strange that government officials did not see it fit to challenge local building professionals to
execute this project, with specific requirements that are custom-designed for
the local environment – and which could
well have led to concepts that could be
adapted for export to similar jurisdictions,” Browne declared in early September.
In a sharp rebuke, then Minister of
Housing Dr William Duguid declared
that there was no requirement on the
part of the government to consult with

Trevor Browne

the engineering association.
However, the BAPE president said
today that the organisation had a vested
interest in ensuring that taxpayers’ dollars used on such projects are used as efficiently as possible.
“We are not in the ‘I told you so
business’, but at the same time, it is important that we learn from our mistakes
to make sure that going forward, we
don’t repeat the same mistake over and
over again,” said Browne.
“There is a way to do things. You
sit down and consult with people who

understand what is going on and you
make a plan and you execute that plan.
That is the way you go about doing
things.
“If you are going to build a building in Barbados, that is how you would
do it. You would get some architects
who would give you some plans, you
would get people who understand things
from an engineering point of view to
make sure that it can withstand and exist
after hurricanes and earthquakes and all
of that, and then you collectively go
ahead and institute that plan. You do not
start to build first and run around doing
things and realise that there is no plan.
That is what we said from the beginning
and that is what I would say now,” he
added.
Browne neither confirmed nor denied whether locals would have been
able to complete the job within the allotted time frame, but he invited doubters
to consider critical projects that have
been entrusted to local professionals.
“Specifically, for example, when
there was the COVID situation, there
was a need for a medical facility at
North Point, during the midst of a
COVID situation. All of our professional engineers were actually asked to
undertake that almost impossible job. I
invite you to look at the results,”
Browne concluded.

JA private sector calls for foreign workers
THE Private Sector Organisation
of Jamaica (PSOJ) has come out in full
support of importing foreign labour to
plug a shortage in skilled labour in certain sectors of the economy.
Keith Duncan, president of the
PSOJ said on Friday that the powerful
lobby group “accepts and endorses the
recommendation...to initially leverage
foreign talent for higher value services
which can seed the local skill pool,
which can create a base for training
local talent by knowledge transfer.”
Duncan, in giving his endorsement, referenced a World Bank recommendation on the issue that has been at
the top of discussion points since
Prime Minister Andrew Holness
floated the idea of bringing in foreign
labour to fill skills gap in the labour
force.
He was speaking on Friday at the
AC Marriott in St Andrew where the
International Finance Corporation
(IFC), the private sector arm of the
World Bank Group launched the
Country Private Sector Diagnostic for

Jamaica.
“With unemployment at 6.2 per
cent, the lowest rate in Jamaica’s history, we in the private sector are now
experiencing tremendous difficulty in
filling jobs in tourism, construction,
technology, management, and other
areas,” Duncan continued.
He said the deficit in labour and
skill sets will create a ceiling on investments and growth if Jamaica doesn’t devise strategies in the short term
and longer term to address “this real
structural deficit”.
Duncan’s sentiments were echoed
by IFC regional director for Latin
America and the Caribbean Martin
Spicer in an interview shortly after the
launch.
“Bringing in talented labour can
help train Jamaican labour to improve
their skill set,” Spicer said.
“It’s not a threat to have foreign
workers here but more an opportunity
to learn from them through engagement at the company level,” he added.
Tatiana Nenova, IFC manager,

economics, who was also a part of the
interview, pointed out that Finance
Minister Dr Nigel Clarke, who spoke
at the event “ announced they want to
look at the visa programmes and reform that in order to attract foreigners
into Jamaica”.
For Duncan: “This approach will
help to bridge the short- to mediumterm skill gap over 2-5 years while we
build the capacity of our secondary,
vocational, and tertiary institutions to
meet the needs of the private sector
and to equip, train, and upskill our
youth and labour force to meet the
needs of the fast-emerging knowledgebased digital economy.”
“The PSOJ is therefore calling for
a public-private partnership working
group in the short term to examine
these issues and to make recommendations around the changes required in
immigration policy and labour laws to
address this growing deficit in the
labour market,” Duncan said.
The IFC, in its report launched on
Friday, pointed out that in a 2018 sur-

vey 84 per cent of employers in Jamaica said that recruiting appropriately
skilled people was a major challenge.
The employers reported then that the
main underlying problems for recruitment are the limited number of candidates with occupation-specific skills
and soft skills (for example, leadership, customer service, communication, and emotional intelligence).
Companies engaged in agriculture,
technology, creative fields, and
tourism experience this problem more
than those in education, construction,
manufacturing, health care, and mining.
It also highlighted that interviews
with Scotiabank show that only 30 per
cent of job candidates had the required
skills.
Despite Jamaica ranking above
regional peers in the skills of the current workforce (60th out of 141 countries) and the skills of the future
workforce (74th out of 141 countries),
high-growth sectors face difficulties
when recruiting.
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Political analysts: T&T Government in crisis for some time
T&T POLITICAL analysts Shane
Mohammed, Ralph Maraj and Dr Indira
Rampersad said on Monday that the
country’s Government has been in crisis
for some time.
They said thorough and proper investigations should be done into the allegations
made
against
Youth
Development Minister Foster Cummings
and Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister Ayanna Webster-Roy before
any action is taken against them.
They believe Laventille West MP
Fitzgerald Hinds is out of his depth as
national security minister.
In a statement on Sunday, Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar
called for the Prime Minister to fire the
trio – Hinds overcurrent levels of crime,
Cummings for allegations made against
him in a 2019 Special Branch report and
Webster-Roy for a report she laid last
month in Parliament, which spoke about
children in residential care facilities not
being safe.
Mohammed said, "I think the Government has always been in crisis."
That crisis, he said, started before
and continued during the covid19 pandemic. "Since the pandemic touched our
shores, there has only been focus on the
pandemic."
Mohammed said the Government
focused its attention on some ministries
but not on others.
"From a governance perspective,
the country and the government are in
crisis because a government is supposed
to be an organism and an institution that
is multi-faceted, multi-purpose, multitalented and working at a level where
one major crisis does not stop the wheels

T&T Prime Minister Keith Rowley

of governance and management to stop
turning."
Rowley's removing Hinds, Cummings and Webster-Roy from their posts
was not a simple matter, Mohammed
said.
"We have to take into consideration
several things."
These include limited talent at
Rowley's disposal, with most of the
Government's 22 MPs and 15 senators
already having ministerial portfolios.
He believed Rowley should caucus
with senior Cabinet ministers such as
Colm Imbert, Camille Robinson-Regis,
Pennelope Beckles and Paula GopeeScoon about how better to use the talent
in the Government's ranks.
"They should do an audit of the per-

formance of ministers over the last seven
years and match it against the expectations and outcomes of what they hoped
to achieve."
Once this is done, Mohammed suggested the Government should be reconfigured so as to meet the public's
expectations going towards 2025, when
the next general election is due.
He felt the Government's image has
been damaged by poor public communication and unnecessary bureaucracy.
"The only thing that Government
could do to repair its image is repurpose
its long-term goals, better political communication, bite the bullet and do a holistic reshuffle of ministers."
This could involve government
MPs such as Brian Manning being pro-

moted to full Cabinet-minister level, and
changes in the Senate to bring in more
experienced people to help Government
fulfil its mandate.
Mohammed said Hinds has disappointed many people as a minister because his words are not matched by his
actions.
Maraj described the ministerial performances of Hinds and Webster-Roy as
absymal. In Webster-Roy's case, he said,
"It took seven years before she could be
heartbroken over the horrific abuse of
children."
Cummings, Maraj continued,
should step aside as a minister until the
allegations in the Special Branch report
have been cleared.
He also believes the PNM must return to the polls with new leadership at
the helm.
"That might give the PNM the
chance to repair some of the damage of
the last seven years."
Rampersad said, "The Government
has been in crisis for a while now. These
issues have just compounded that."
She too believed Cummings and
Webster-Roy should step aside for investigations into allegations made against
them.
She agreed with Mohammed and
Maraj about Hinds' performance as national security minister.
"I don't think he was the best fit in
the first place for the job, and many in
the population aired that."
Rampersad said no one is convinced by Government's saying crime is
going down.

Tobago incurs debt of over $1 billion
The present Tobago House of Assembly (THA) has incurred debts of
close to $1 billion, says Chief Secretary Farley Augustine.
Augustine said there is a heap of
outstanding debts within the assembly
to be paid.
“This is an inheritance – this is
what we met there.”
He said the THA's creditors included contractors, utility companies,
those owed gratuity payments and
service providers.
“To list all the people will be an
extremely long list. TRHA (the Tobago
Regional Health Authority) alone owes
T&TEC about $15 million, and owes
the helicopter services $27-plus million.
"So we have to manage the debt,

or else we will have no money for capital development.”
The TRHA debt of $27 million for
helicopter services to transport patients
to Trinidad was first revealed in February at a meeting of Parliament's Public
Administration and Appropriations
Committee to examine the internal
controls, expenditure and the accessibility and availability of diagnostic imaging services at public health
institutions with specific reference to
the TRHA.
Then, Dr Victor Wheeler, acting
medical chief of staff at the Scarborough hospital said Tobago's $70 million cardiac catherisation lab has not
been used since 2015, and therefore
cardiac patients requiring further care
are transferred by helicopter to

Trinidad.
Angel Second-Ali, acting general
manager of corporate services at the
TRHA, said the price per transfer was
$115,000, that is, approximately
$60,000 per hour, adding that an average transfer takes one to two hours,
hence the $115,000.
Former THA chief administrator
Bernadette Solomon-Koroma then told
the committee the THA was “coming
up with a payment plan to address that
outstanding liability, and hopefully we
can settle this within the next six
months. We intend to find that money
to pay off that debt."
Former chief secretary Ancil Dennis, in a WhatsApp voice note, said the
THA's carrying debt was nothing new.
“Debt is a feature of governments

globally. All over the world government carry debts.
"In the Tobago context, we are allocated most times between $2-$300
million to treat with our development
needs on the island. That is woefully
inadequate, insufficient. It is not even
enough to pave the roads.”
He said the current chief secretary
some time ago helped to "totally derail" the process of granting Tobago internal self-government.
“The process I’m talking about are
those two bills that went to the Parliament, brought by this PNM administration, seeking to give Tobago additional
autonomy. Those bills would have
placed into the coffers of the THA an
additional $1.5 billion.
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CSA withdraws misconduct
charges against Mark Boucher
Cricket South Africa has "formally
and unreservedly" withdrawn the
charges of gross misconduct against
men's national head coach Mark
Boucher, less than a week before his
disciplinary hearing was scheduled to
begin. The board is no longer seeking
his dismissal over the tentative findings
of the Social Justice and Nation-Building (SJN) report, which concluded that
Boucher may have engaged in conduct
that was prejudicial on the basis of race.
Following Paul Adams and Enoch
Nkwe deciding to not testify at the hearings, and the outcome of former director
of cricket Graeme Smith's arbitration,
which cleared him on all counts, CSA
found the charges were no longer sustainable.
Boucher was facing three charges
over his handling of historical and current race-based issues during his time as
a national player and a coach. This included his role in singing a team song
with the words "b**** s***" in it, directed at Adams during their playing
days, his handling of the Black Lives
Matter movement with the current
squad, and his working relationship
with former assistant coach Nkwe.
Since the SJN report could not make
definite findings on the seriousness of
these incidents, CSA "was advised by
external lawyers that the appropriate
formal process to follow in respect of
Mr Boucher was a formal disciplinary
hearing in front of an independent ombudsman". However, CSA could find no
basis to sustain the charges because of
a lack of witnesses.
In a statement issued on Tuesday
morning, CSA confirmed that Adams'
announcement on Sunday that he would
not testify reiterated his initial statement
that his testimony at the SJN was about
the "overall culture" of the national
team in the early 2000s and that he did
not want to single out any player. In his
oral testimony, Adams had recounted
the anecdote which led to him being
given the nickname "b**** s****" and
it was the ombudsman's assistant Fumisa Ngqele who then asked him,
"When Mark Boucher called you
"b**** s***, did you address him personally?" Adams responded: "No, well,
I never addressed them personally.
Mark was probably just one of the guys
that did all that." Adams' written statement made no mention of Boucher either.
Further, Boucher apologised to
Adams and CSA's lawyers have ascertained that Adams had accepted the
apology, which left them with no case
to make against Boucher with regards to

Mark Boucher - "The last few months have been extremely difficult to endure for me and my family"

the song.
On the matter of Nkwe, the
chargesheet against Boucher claimed
that he had not provided "roles and responsibilities" or "meaningful key-performance indicators" for him, did not
define his role or any development
plans for him, and thus, "allegedly
treated Mr Nkwe in a manner unbecoming of a leader in your position". Nkwe's
unwillingness to testify meant CSA
could not pursue this route either.
There was no mention of why CSA
could not sustain the charge around the
handling of the BLM movement other
than a comment that they had "engaged
with various other potential witnesses
over the last month and concluded that
none of the three charges were sustainable". While Boucher had intended to
call several current players to testify on
his behalf, ESPNcricinfo understands
that CSA could not secure the same,
and, having noted the outcome of
Smith's arbitration, felt it would not be
able to make the charges against
Boucher stand.
In the case of Smith, who was
cleared last month, CSA failed to prove
that Smith's appointment of Boucher as
head coach discriminated against Nkwe
on the basis of race. CSA's shortcomings in that case, where it was also unable to prove factual causation that
Smith had influenced Thami Tsolekile's
non-selection on the basis of race, and
led the board to believe it would not be
able to make a strong legal argument
against Boucher.
With Smith's case concluded, and

his tenure as director of cricket ended,
and the withdrawing of the charges
against Boucher, CSA's battles with two
of the most influential men in the country's cricket have ended, and the board
is eager to take a big-picture view of the
anti-racist process over the last 18
months.
"The SJN process was never only
or even mainly about the conduct of individuals. More fundamentally, it was
about providing a platform for persons
involved in cricket to share their personal experiences of racial and gender
discrimination and to allow for a careful
consideration of the systemic measures
necessary to redress these issues going
forward for the future," Lawson Naidoo,
CSA's board chair, said. "The Board
will in the near future announce further
systemic initiatives in this regard. The
systemic learnings from the SJN
process will provide valuable input into
the values, behaviours, culture and strategy of Cricket in South Africa going
forward and we thank all participants
for their contributions in this regard."
Boucher welcomed the decision
and committed himself to the national
team for the remainder of his contract,
which runs to the end of the 2023 World
Cup.
"The allegations of racism which
were levelled against me were unjustified and have caused me considerable
hurt and anguish," he said in a statement. "The last few months have been
extremely difficult to endure for me and
my family. I am glad that the process
has finally come to an end and that CSA

has accepted that the charges against me
are unsustainable. I consider that the
matter is now finalised and closed and I
do not intend on making further statements on this matter. I look forward to
continuing to focus on my job and to
taking the Proteas men's team to even
greater heights."
Boucher continued to acknowledge the insensitivity of team culture in
his playing days and maintained that the
environment in the current squad has
been healthy.
"I stand by my apology to Paul
given during the SJN process for the
hurt he felt during his time as a Proteas
player. As I stated in my affidavit to the
SJN process, some of the things that
were said and done in those days were
totally inappropriate and unacceptable
and in retrospect, understandably offensive," he said. "I am proud to now be
part of a team culture that is inclusive
and whose objective is to be respectful
to every person."
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Windies ODI squad will ﬁll Pollard
void: Desmond Haynes
CRICKET West Indies (CWI) lead
selector Desmond Haynes said former
West Indies One Day International
(ODI) captain Kieron Pollard will be
missed, but believes there is enough talent in the team to fill the void left by the
all-rounder.
The CWI selection panel announced on Monday the West Indies
senior men’s squad for the upcoming
ODI tours of The Netherlands and Pakistan.
The West Indies will visit the
Netherlands for three ODIs on May 31,
June 2 and 4, followed by another three
ODIs on June 8, 10 and 12 in Pakistan.
The upcoming tours for West Indies
will be the first two series without Pollard, who announced his retirement from
international cricket last month.
Nicholas Pooran is the new captain.
A few other experienced players
will not be available leaving room for
others to shine.
All format all-rounder Jason Holder
is being rested to manage his workload,
whilst Shimron Hetmyer is also unavailable for selection to be at home in
Guyana for the birth of his first child.
Evin Lewis was not considered for selection after failing to meet CWI’s fitness criteria. Darren Bravo and Roston

Chase have been overlooked.
Haynes, speaking to journalists on
Zoom on Monday, said, "I believe (we
have others to fill the void). When you
look at Pollard's contribution both on
and off the field it is not something that
we are going to take lightly. He will be
missed, but I think people like Rovman
Powell, you've got Kyle Mayers, you've
got Romario Shepherd and even Akeal
(Hosein) playing in the middle there who
can bat a little bit and bowl. I think we've
got a lot of all-rounders in there and even
though we are going to miss Pollard I believe we've got enough there that can do
the job for us."
Three newcomers have been named
in the squad including fast bowlers Jayden Seales and Shermon Lewis and batsman Keacy Carty. Seales and Lewis
have played at Test level and Carty is the
first player from St Maarten to be selected for the West Indies senior men’s
team.
Giving his thoughts on the pace
bowlers selected in a CWI media release,
Haynes said, “We also have a very good
group of young fast bowlers who have
demonstrated their ability and we want
to use these two tours to give them opportunities in the 50-over format. We
have a week in The Netherlands and an-

West Indies Akeal Hosein

other week in Pakistan and this should
provide them with quality opposition to
bowl against as we build towards the
Cricket World Cup in 2023. (Anderson)
Phillip has been around for some time
and we know what he can offer, Seales
has been very good in Test cricket and
(Shermon) Lewis is making a return to
the West Indies set-up following some
good performances.”
On Zoom, Haynes encouraged the
selected players to make a name for
themselves. "To play cricket for West Indies is the ultimate. To get an opportunity to play cricket for West Indies I
personally will hope that when these
guys get the opportunity that they grab it
with both hands...show their worth."
The tour of Netherlands will be the
first-ever ODI series between the two
teams and will be played at the VRA
Cricket Ground, Amstelveen. The
matches in Pakistan will be played at the
Pindi Stadium in Rawalpindi.
Both series form part of the ICC
ODI Super League, where teams will
have the opportunity to earn points to secure one of the top seven places, excluding the hosts, India, to gain automatic
qualification for the 2023 ICC Men’s
Cricket World Cup.

SQUAD
Nicholas Pooran (captain), Shai
Hope (vice-captain), Nkrumah Bonner,
Shamarh Brooks, Keacy Carty, Akeal
Hosein, Alzarri Joseph, Brandon King,
Shermon Lewis, Kyle Mayers, Anderson
Phillip, Rovman Powell, Jayden Seales,
Romario Shepherd, Hayden Walsh Jnr
SCHEDULE
West Indies tour of Netherlands
May 31: 1st ODI – VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen
June 2: 2nd ODI –VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen
June 4: 3rd ODI – VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen
West Indies tour of Pakistan
June 8: 1st ODI – Pindi Stadium,
Rawalpindi
June 10: 2nd ODI – Pindi Stadium,
Rawalpindi
June 12: 3rd ODI – Pindi Stadium,
Rawalpindi
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