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CARICOM HEADS MEET: Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali arrived
Monday afternoon in San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Belize for the 33rd InterSessional Meeting of Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM). President Ali is accompanied by Agriculture Minister Zulfikar
Mustapha; Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Hugh
Todd, and other officials

SOCA FOR MAHA SHIVRAATRI : Trinidadian soca superstar Machel
Montano performed on Tuesday before an estimated audience of some 100 million
people at Sadhguru’s Isha Foundation’s Maha Shivraatri celebrations in India. In
celebration of a 40-year musical journey, Montano performed at what he described
as the largest event in his career. The Maha Shivraatri celebrations at the Isha Yoga
Center in India is a night-long festival of meditation, music and dance. It is a Hindu
Festival that occurs in Spring around the beginning of the Lent Fast around Carnival
Monday and Tuesday. Above, the singer poses with Sadhguru before the show.
BAD OIL NEWS: Even as neighbouring Guyana keeps celebrating the discovery of more and more oil, the news is not so good in Trinidad, which until recently
was the dominant oil producer in the Caribbean. Just this week, oil giant BHP confirmed that its Ruby field will produce much less oil than originally thought and as a
result there will be no significant increase in crude oil production in T&T this year.
BHP said there is less oil in the field that originally thought. “Ruby’s production
forecast is lower than originally expected due to lower in-place volumes associated
with more subsurface complexity.” The company was expected to be be producing
16,000 barrels of oil per day (bo/d) from Ruby but so far has averaged closer to
4,000 bo/d, a quarter of the expected production.
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Relief in sight as Ontario starts
lifting Covid-19 restrictions
Ontario is reporting fewer than
1,000 hospitalizations of people with
COVID-19 for a third day in a row, as
the province lifts all remaining capacity
limits in indoor settings and scraps its
vaccine certificate system Tuesday.
The province reported 914 people
in hospital with the virus, slightly up
from 849 the day before but down from
1,038 at the same time last week.
According to the Ministry of
Health, about 45 per cent of those admitted to hospital were seeking treatment for COVID-19 symptoms, while
55 per cent were admitted for other reasons but have since tested positive for
the virus.
Of the hospitalizations reported,
there are 278 ICU patients, which is
down from 279 the day before and 319
one week ago.
About 80 per cent were admitted to
intensive care specifically for the virus,
while the rest were admitted for other
reasons and tested positive.
The province also reported 18 additional deaths, pushing the official
death toll to 12,451.
Starting Tuesday, proof of COVID19 vaccination is no longer required at
most Ontario restaurants, gyms and
movie theatres. Nightclubs, sporting and
concert venues can get rid of capacity
limits and restrictions are also lifting on
social gathering sizes.

Some public places will maintain public restrictions

While Ontario is ending most of its
major COVID-19 public health measures, Premier Doug Ford has said mask
mandates will likely be in place for at
least a couple more weeks.
COVID-19 hospitalizations and
test positivity rates have fallen sharply
from the January peak of the Omicron
wave, though wastewater data suggests
cases may be starting to rise again.
Ford says that the vaccine certificate system was always intended to be

time-limited, and he is only now removing it due to the advice of the chief medical officer of health, but people should
still exercise caution because the pandemic isn't over.
Venues that still had capacity limits
in place, including sports arenas, concert venues, theatres, nightclubs, and
restaurants where there is dancing, can
now scrap those restrictions.
Vaccine passports: Ditching it,
keeping it — or requiring 3 doses

Big shift back to in-person office
work expected this month in Toronto as
COVID-19 restrictions lift
As well, settings where capacity
had been limited to the number of people who could maintain two metres of
distance - including weddings and funerals, as well as retail shops, pharmacies and grocery stores - can eliminate
that requirement.
A number of businesses, including
some restaurants, recreational facilities
and museums, say they will maintain
their vaccination requirements for now.
All COVID-19 measures except
masking are also ending in the provincial legislature, meaning representatives
will not be grouped into cohorts and full
attendance will be allowed at debates,
committees and other legislative matters.
The Opposition NDP, meanwhile,
say some measures at the legislature
should stay in place because elected
members should lead by example and
not pretend that the pandemic is over.
The move comes after the latest
wastewater surveillance data — which
helps determine the level of coronavirus
infection in areas of the province —
suggested "early signs of a resurgence"
of COVID-19 viral load across Ontario,
said Dr. Peter Juni, scientific director of
Ontario's COVID-19 science advisory
table.

Canadians warned to look out for cyber attacks
Ottawa is being urged to take a
harder line as countries such as China
and Iran increasingly turn to digital
technologies to target activists and dissidents living outside their borders, including in Canada.
The call for action is contained in
a new report by internet watchdog Citizen Lab at the University of Toronto’s
Munk School of Global Affairs, which
also raises concerns about a lack of
support for those targeted by such digital repression tactics.
“The Canadian government has to
take action to help prevent these
abuses and to protect targeted Canadian communities,” reads the 38-page
report released Tuesday.
“A number of gaps exist in policy
and law on these issues, which the

Canadian government must begin to
address.”
The Citizen Lab report is the latest to raise concerns about a proliferation of digital technology that has
made it easier for foreign governments to crack down or otherwise
target dissidents in Canada, many of
whom arrived here as refugees and
immigrants.
To make the point, it details the
experiences of 18 individuals who
moved or fled to Canada and later reported being targeted or attacked
through various digital means, including hacking, online tracking, social media harassment and smear
campaigns.
Such tactics are “rapidly becoming a cornerstone” of foreign repres-

sion efforts, the report adds, in part because of their low cost, difficulty to detect and trace, and associated
deniability.
Among those interviewed by the

Citizen Lab were former journalists,
human-rights advocates and prodemocracy activists from China, Iran,
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Rwanda
and Afghanistan, among others.
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

War
mongering
Stop the
games,
AG Williams
The invasion by Russia of Ukraine
The decision by Guyana Attorney Genmight seem to be a war that is happening
eral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
a world away, but it should give every
the decision by Chief Justice Roxanne
Guyanese -- indeed, every Caribbean
George-Wiltshire’s
that last Deperson
-- pause forfindings
concern.
cember’s
vote against
the
For No-confidence
while Russian
President
government
was
constitutional,
is
grasping
Vladimir Putin was busy ordering his
at straws.to fire indiscriminately on
troops
Ukrainian
civilians,Chief
he also
made
“The Honourable
Justice
Rox-the
time
hold talks, on Tuesday
annetoGeorge-Wiltshire
erred and(March
misdi- 1)
with
President
Nicolas
rectedVenezuelan
herself in law when
she ruled
that
Maduro.
the motion of no-confidence upon a divisink in
for a moment.
Putin
sion Let
votethat
of 33:32
members
of the National
took the time to hold discussions with
Assembly was validly passed as the requiMaduro five days after the invasion of
site majority of all the elected members of
Ukraine, in the midst of some of Rusthe National Assembly, pursuant to article
sia’s
heaviest fighting of the invasion for
106 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney
far.
General
contends
appeal. that Putin
So what
wasin
sohis
important
In take
her decision,
CJcall?
George-Wiltshire
had to
Maduro’s
We likely will
explained
that
in
getting
a
majority,
one
never know, as the usual heavily-censored
Russian
media
side must
acquirestate
one more
thanreportedly
the other
only
that
they
discussed
“increasing
side. An absolute majority, she said, as a
strategic
betweenis Russia
and
specifiedpartnership
by the constitution,
a majority
Venezuela.”
They also discussed the situation in
Ukraine, and Maduro expressed support

for
Russia, the Kremlin was quoted as
of all Members of Parliament present resaying.
gardless if they are present or not. The
Maduro, who is already facing
chief justice concluded that an absolute maheavy economic sanctions from world
jority is 33.
powers,
is clearly unafraid of playing
As
such,
she ruled,
the motion
with fire. And
the fact
he haswas
setconhis
stitutionally
allowed,
and
therefore
legal.
sights on Essequibo, the oil rich area of
This means
the Granger
government
Guyana,
as that
Venezuelan
territory,
is more
than
for thatwhich
Caribbean
must enough
abide by reason
the constitution,
says
country
keep
very
eye on
they mustto
step
downa and
callclose
elections
things,
as days
should
its regional
within 90
of the
date of theneighbours.
no confiAfter
all,
the
invasion
of
Ukraine
is
dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.
based
on
the
same
premise
-that
the
reIt is reasonable to expect that the
source-rich European nation belongs to
Granger administration, which is sworn to
Russia. And Putin, clearly, has shown no
uphold the constitution, will abide by it,
qualms about staking his claim by force.
now that its bid to overturn the vote has
Could this mean, then, that Maduro
been found
lacking. the Kremlin’s examplans
on following
it fails
to do
so, ittobecomes
illegal
ple,Ifand
called
Putin
get his an
support?
administration.
We cannot discount that possibility,
The
move
by Williams,
especially
since
just in thetherefore,
last few days
two
Russian
supersonic
bombers,
which
seems
to us just
another attempt
to forestall
can
carry
nuclear
weapons,
have
reportthe inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on
edly
been parked in Venezuela, accordto power.
ing to reports from CNN and Sky News.
Once again, we do not know why
the planes, which one would think would

be Legal
far more
useful in the war zone over
minds everywhere have said that
Ukraine, made their way to a country all
the government has no ground to stand on
the way south.
via this latest appeal. All it is doing is dragIt could be a show of force by Putin
ging
through political
that the
he country
could literally
park hisuncerwar matainty
at
a
time
when
clear
leadership
chines in America’s backyard. isOr it
needed
nation
terms
could to
bemove
that the
with
the forward
global in
squeeze
of
dealing
with its own
fledgling
oil econnow
on Russia
by the
Americans
and
NATO
members,
Putin is eyeing
omy,
as well
as the international
crisis in the
huge oil reserves
Guyana, which his
Venezuela,
right nextindoor.
ally,
Maduro,
claims
is Venezuela’s.
Security
issues
at home
are also paraBecause
all
of
the
news
of both
mount, with crime seeming to beout
on an
Russia
and
Venezuela
are
controlled
ever-increasing trajectory that includes theby
the state, it is difficult to get the answers
shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most
we’re seeking.
celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,
Suffice to say, the Russianand murders that are happening almost
Venezuelan tete-a-tete is concerning, and
every
day. that the Caribbean region in
we hope
AG Williams
and President
Grangerdoes
general,
and Guyana
in particular,
might
also be another
accused of
tryingin
to this
buy time
not become
theatre
war.
to useOf
thecourse,
offices they
hold
to
try
to
disGuyana is an attractive
target,anyespecially
credit
opposition to
theycountries
may face atreeling
the
from
economic
sanctions
that
have
polls, including using the state-controlled affectedastheir
to access oiltactics
and fuel
media
wellability
as law enforcement
to
on the open markets. Making it even
more attractive is the fact that the American oil giant ExxonMobil, which just

announced it is stopping all business
with Russia in response to the Ukraine
They may think these are strategic
invasion, is the major player in Guyana.
moves, but the drama is being seen by the
Putin and Maduro, who both have
international
community
what it is:
a the
axes to grind
againstforExxon
and
desperate
attempt
to holdthink
onto power.
The at
Americans,
might
a grab
global
community
has
communicated
as
Guyana will hit them where it hurts.
much to
the Guyana
government.
We’re
certain,
however, that the
Americans,
andwoes,
others,
well Elecaware of
To add to the
the are
Guyana
the Commission,
dangerous headed
dance by
that
Putin and
tions
a geriatric
Madurowho
seems
be engaged
in,isand
chairman
hasto
been
in ill health,
noware
keeping
a
watchful
eye
on
the
southern
saying that the agency will not be prepared
toCaribbean.
hold elections until July – four months
In the meantime, we at Equality
after it is constitutionally due.
stand firm with the courageous people of
Since the chairman of the agency was
Ukraine who are standing so bravely
handpicked by the Granger administration,
against the might of the invading Ruswe
have to openly wonder whether this,
sians.
too, is We
another
tactic
by the
gov-will
candelaying
only hope
good
sense
ernment.
prevail sooner rather than later, and the
It’s timewill
to stop
the games
and call
theas a
Russians
accept
Ukraine’s
right
sovereign
elections
now.nation to pursue its own
course,
before
too many
innocent
Guyana’s
democracy,
hardmore
fought
for, is
atlives
stake.are lost.
Putin needs to stand down. And
Maduro needs to stand back. Guyana belongs to the Guyanese. All of Guyana.
bring them into disrepute.
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of more
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education
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However,
while
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job creation,
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subsequently,
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derstandable,
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been nourished
Campbell
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some of the challenges the youth face all
Thiswith
violenting
action
from a member
the school inasCanada,
ships with theit Universities
of Cambridge,
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On the contrary, expectations of immediate bene- uity. To emphasise the significance of transformative serves: “I do not believe in subsidies and giving people
We for
have
very fortunate
in this
about the
of the39
arts
but more
UKhave
that allow
to offer internationally
dented.
appear
that it has
cash.imporYou haveworld.
to work
it.”been
Guyana’s
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on this rethis message
is simply
to explore
of students
in North American and Nations and indeed at our houseexample
graduates
serve in
important
in groupJuxtarevenues
between
1999 and
2015
party statewhich isflective
part ofprocess.
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at
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Freedom of speech and
self-censorship in times of war
countries have military personnel and
forces on Russian borders. The US
which is separated by two huge oceans
from Europe but it has military forces on
Russia’s border.
Really, therefore, one may ask who
really has imperial ambitions?
Our media, by shutting away
other’s point of view because it does not
correspond to the narrative of the corporate media or the leaders of NATO countries is delivering a blow to free speech
which is a key component of democracy.
At this point it may seem small but it is
a slip that can turn into a slide.

by Donald Ramotar
Carl Von Clausewitz, the famed
18th – 19thcentury German General and
military theoretician wrote in his celebrated book “Von Kriege” (On War) that
war is a continuation of politics by other
means.
Therefore to understand any war
we need to know something about the
politics that conventional politics and
diplomacy could not resolve. This was
what I was attempting when I wrote a
letter to the press pointing out that Russia’s intervention into Ukraine was a result of the failure to resolve the question
of Russian security concerns which was
being debated since 1999 with the US
and the NATO Alliance.
If NATO had guaranteed that it
would not allow Ukraine to join that
body, this war would not have happened.
If the US and Germany did not break
their promise not to move NATO forces
an inch beyond West Germany in the
early 1990 no war would have taken
place.
I thought it necessary to bring those
facts out because the statements of
CARICOM leaders and CARICOM
were not helpful in giving the masses in
the region an appreciation of what were
the main issues in that conflict.
Unfortunately, it is not just CARICOM leaders that appear to be cowed
into not expressing the need for Russian
Security concerns to be appreciated. The

This shifting of point of views reminds me of an observation that was
made by Mr. Ashton Chase during the
oppressive days of Burnhamism. In referring to some decisions of the courts
he said that judges in Guyana had
reached a point where Burnham did not
have to tell them what decision to make,
they anticipated what he wanted and
ruled accordingly.
Self censorship will take us back to
those times. Be aware!
Donald Ramoutar is a former
Guyana Presdient

Unity Group launched
Donald Ramoutar

Guyanese media, the total media, Government and privately owned, have all
gone in for self censorship.
They prefer to join the corporate
media abroad and work to demonize
Putin talking about his “imperial ambitions.”
It boggles the mind. After all Russia has no troops on the borders of US
nor Germany, France etc. but all those

(SRS Legal Professional Corporation)

ABHA SHARMA
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
• Family
• Criminal
• Juvenile/Youth
Criminal Justice
• Real Estate
• Tribunal Matters
• Wills/Powers of
Attorney
• Immigration
Email: info@srslegalcorp.ca

Phone: 647-496-8058
www.srslegalcorp.ca

Abha accepts Family Legal Aid Certificates

The newly-formed organization -Guyanese Canadians for Unity (GCU) – was
launched on February 11, 2022, via the virtual platform with over 45 attendees mostly
from the Toronto and GTA, along with others from Winnipeg and Saskatchewan.
President of GCU, Janet Naidu, the brainchild of the organization, expressed that
the timing is right for communities to be revived and to come together with a sense of
togetherness as Guyanese Canadians, whether having immigrated from Guyana or
having been born in Canada of a Guyanese parent.
Naidu, who specializes in the field of “Diversity and Inclusion” saw this opportunity to bring people together, especially given our diverse cultural heritage, perspectives and identities. The Board of Directors, along with Naidu, includes include First
Vice-president, Jito Naraine; Second Vice-president, Nadira Somwaru; Treasurer, Terrance Charles; Membership Secretary, Roslyn Bacchus; Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,
Sachie Ramnauth and Social Media Management Officer, Frederick Halley.
Bringing greetings at the launching of the GCU, Consul General (ag) of Toronto,
Gerald Whyte, expressed congratulations to member of the Board and gave recognition to the vision of the GCU to strengthen relationships with the Guyanese Community in Canada and to further their support of Guyana which will benefit the
community and the development of Guyana. The Guyana Consulate wishes the GCU
success in their endeavours and also looks forward to collaborating with the GCU as
it does with other Guyanese organizations in the community.
Also bringing greetings to the GCU at the virtual launch was the Head of the Diaspora Unit at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rosalida Rasul. Rasul recalled the
words of H.E. President Mohamed Irfaan Ali at the Ministry’s Virtual Diaspora Conference held in 2021, when he stated that the “Diaspora is a key element in the New
Guyana that will bring with it great opportunities and prosperity.” In her greetings,
Rasul stated, “On behalf of the Government of Guyana, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and the Diaspora Unit, I wish you every success
in your endeavours.”
In her remarks, Rasul recognized that Guyana is “a growing nation built on the
contributions of six different groups of people, sharing common values such as respect for democracy, equality, respect for human rights and a drive for greater prosperity and social justice for its people.” Rasul also extended confidence that, like
other diaspora groups in Toronto, the GCU will be working to foster social engagement and unity in the community.
According to Naidu, “we continue to be patriotic Guyanese living in Canada as
Canadians. We are proud of the diversity of our heritage, be it our ethnicity, religion
or other lifestyles.”
In her opening remarks, Naidu pointed out that “we have been coming together
in many ways through the years, through formations of organizations to serve our
community here and participate in the wider Canadian landscape. Many of our folks
have contributed significantly to this great journey and many continue to also give
back to Guyana through donations to worthy causes.”
“We are at a pivotal point now - to come together and be reenergized. To help
one another feel valued as part of this society and at the same time, to give back to
Guyana, where possible.
“We want to be positive, to be united and build on our strengths. Many of us
want to have the Canada-Guyana connection - perhaps to go back, visit, travel and
some may want to volunteer in needed causes.”
The aims and objectives of the association are to bring together Guyanese Canadians and friends of Guyana in order to help preserve and foster the principles of
Human Rights, Equality, Social Justice, Democracy, Peace, Prosperity and Unity for
the progressive development of the people of Guyana.
It also aims to also help foster social engagement and Guyanese heritage preservation within the Guyanese Canadian Community.
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Guyana still has US$35B in gold
reserves: President Ali
ALTHOUGH a notable gold producer for decades, Guyana is still considered a gold mine, literally, with
massive amounts of gold still waiting to
be extracted.
As a matter of fact, in his commemorative message for Guyana’s 52nd Republic Anniversary, President Dr. Irfaan
Ali disclosed that the potential value of
the nation’s gold reserves stands at an
impressive US$35 billion.
The Head of State emphasised that
Guyana is a rich land of some of the
world’s most enviable resources, and
that these ought to be utilised in a manner that brings prosperity to all
Guyanese.
“We, as a people, must understand

what our country has to offer, and where
it will be positioned in the future,” President Ali said.
He also reiterated the intention of
the People’s Progressive Party/Civic
(PPP/C) government to pursue national
transformational development in a manner that is sustainable and resilient to climate change, which continues to take its
toll on the world.
In a more local context, climate
change, in the past year alone, has affected several of Guyana’s critical sectors, with unprecedented floods having
devastated households, farmlands, and
operations in the mining and extractive
industries.
So much so that some mining oper-

Omai Gold Mines in Guyana is restarting operations

ations were completely submerged while
some others were washed away. As a result, the gold mining subsector contracted by an estimated 14.8 per cent in
2021, according to Senior Minister in the
Office of the President with responsibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh, during
his presentation of the government’s
mammoth $552.9 billion national budget
for 2022.
But even with the decline, gold
mining continues to be an important contributor to Guyana’s rapidly growing
economy.
“The gold mining sub-sector represented 8.8 per cent of our GDP (Gross
Domestic Product) – the third largest
non-oil sector of our economy – and
more than 60 per cent of our total nonoil export earnings,” minister Singh
posited.
He said that, going forward, the vision for gold mining lies with the continued support for exploration to uncover
new discoveries that can potentially transition to mining projects.
The restarting of operations by
Omai Gold Mines is expected to tap into
Guyana’s hefty gold reserves
“At a strategic level, more focus on
deriving efficiency from the mineral recovery phase of the small and medium
scale mines can also help to promote
sustainability,” Dr. Singh added.
More notably, the Finance Minister
posited that significant growth can be
expected from the gold sub-sector in
2022, with declaration envisaged to continue to be dominated by small and
medium scale producers operating 1,054
small- scale mines and 25 medium-scale
mines.
Meanwhile, it was highlighted that
new allocations of mineral properties
last year saw 202 medium-scale mining
blocks being awarded via lottery and 65
via an auction.
“Large scale operators are expected
to come fully on stream in the medium
term,” Minister Singh informed.
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Guyana-Venezuela border
spat on Caricom agenda
THE border controversy between
Guyana and Venezuela is on the agenda
for discussion as the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Heads of Government’s 33rd Inter-Sessional Meeting in
San Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Belize,
opened March 1.
This was disclosed by CARICOM’S Secretary-General, Dr. Carla
Natalie Barnett, during a press briefing,
on Monday, at which she noted that the
matter was in no way prompted by the
ongoing territory struggle between Russia and Ukraine.
“There are two border issues in the
region that are on the agenda for every
meeting. One is the Guyana-Venezuela,
and the other, of course, is the BelizeGuatemala. Those are issues that the
heads follow very closely. Those are the
issues which make the region stand
strong on the matter of self-determination and territorial integrity. And that
will not change and has nothing to do
with the position on Ukraine, in terms of
influencing any discussion of those issues,” said Dr. Barnett.
She noted that, given the severity
of border controversy and potential fallout, the community has a structure for
raising and addressing issues of this nature.
CARICOM, in 2021, reiterated its
“firm and unwavering” support for the
maintenance and preservation of the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Guyana, as a response to moves made
by Venezuela to lay claim to Guyana’s
territory through an internal agreement
between that nation’s government and
its opposition.
At a meeting in Mexico City on
September 6, 2021, the Heads of Delegation of the Venezuelan Government
and the opposition Unity Platform of
Venezuela agreed to ratify Venezuela’s
purported rights over the Essequibo,
Guyana’s territory and signed an agreement to that effect.
This agreement was, however, rejected by the Government of Guyana,
which, through the Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation Ministry,
stated: “That agreement is an overt

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Caricom Heads of State pose for a photo before the start of the conference in Belize

threat to the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Guyana. Guyana cannot be
used as an altar of sacrifice for the settlement of Venezuela’s internal political
differences.
“While the Government of Guyana
welcomes domestic accord within
Venezuela, an agreement defying inter-

national law and process is not a basis
for mediating harmony.”
Having taken note of the round of
negotiations in Mexico, CARICOM also
reaffirmed its support for the ongoing
judicial process of the International
Court of Justice that is intended to bring
a peaceful and definitive end to the

long-standing controversy between the
two countries and urged Venezuela to
participate in the process.
Guyana’s position, as stated before,
is that the controversy with Venezuela is
properly before the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) and will remain there for
a peaceful resolution.

Ali praised for leading regional agriculture
Guyana President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali received
high praises today from the Prime Minister of Belize, the
Honourable John Briceño, for his commitment to transforming the regional agri-food systems.
During the opening remarks at the 33rd Inter-Sessional
Meeting of CARICOM Heads of Government which is
being held in Ambergris Caye, Belize, the new Chair of
CARICOM said that under President Ali’s stewardship,
there has been substantial progress.
“I must commend his Excellency Irfaan Ali, the President of Guyana, for his leadership and personal commitment
to transforming the regional agri-food system. The Special
Ministerial Task Force on Food Production and Food Security has already made substantial progress to identify priorities, commodities, levels of investment required and policy
reforms needed against a timeline.”
Guyana holds lead responsibility for agriculture, agricultural diversification, and food security in CARICOM and
is spearheading the regional body’s quest of reducing its
US$5b food importation bill.

The CARICOM Chair reminded that the CARICOM
Single Market and Economy (CSME) is at the centre of the
Region’s integration while he charged the leaders present to
redouble efforts to complete the removal of the remaining
barriers to inter-regional trade, empower the private sector
and give full effect to the regime for free movement, including by addressing administrative obstacles.
The CSME, he asserted, is the answer to the questions
of how to reduce the region’s food import bill, of how to
generate economic growth and how we improve and benefit
more from trade with extra-regional partners.
“A robust CSME is indispensable to building resilient
economies. It is central to our economic recovery. Integration binds together our community and this community is at
its core—family.”
The Guyanese Head of State is joined by the Minister
of Agriculture, the Honourable Zulfikar Mustapha; the Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, the
Honourable Hugh Todd; Foreign Secretary Robert Persaud
and other government officials.

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Economy boom
causes spike in rent
PRICES for the rental of properties, particularly in Georgetown, have in
some cases increased by as much as 300 per cent in recent years and Chairman
of the Private Sector Commission, Paul Cheong, explained that the increases can
be attributed to the increased demand in the country.
A number of citizens of late have taken to social media to highlight the issue,
particular in and around Georgetown.
When asked about the matter, Cheong told the Guyana Chronicle that there
is currently a boom in the economy, and as such, many persons are coming into
the country looking for properties to buy, and as a result, prices have been on the
increase.
“In the country many people are coming looking for properties to buy, so
the demand is up and so the prices will go up. That happens, you can’t really regulate property prices; you’re operating in a free market,” he said.
He further explained that as a result of this increased demand and low supply,
persons may feel inclined to list properties at higher prices. Cheong noted that if
persons were not coming to rent the properties at the prices listed, persons will
be forced to reduce those prices.
“Because of the economy and many more people coming looking to do business… so its demand and supply that’s a general principle. If the foreigners are
not coming in to rent properties, definitely the prices will go down,” he said.
Meanwhile, with that, one local entrepreneur and realtor mid last year took
to social media to decry what he called “crazy prices” set for some properties.
The realtor, Dave Lall, in his post stated that the prices for those properties do
not cater for persons earning the average salary in Guyana.
In an invited comment, he stated that a number of landlords are trying to appeal to international clients and not locals. As such, he recalled that property
prices most notably in Georgetown and its environs have been on a steady rise
since 2019 with the emergence of the oil-and-gas sector.
He also noted that with the increase in costs for building materials due to a
slowdown in the global supply chain, some contractors are taking advantage of
property owners and charging high prices for building homes. As such, he added
that these property owners are then forced to set the prices for rental of the property higher than necessary.
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Finance Minister condemns misinformation campaign on Amelia Falls
Guyana’s Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility
for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh, has condemned what he termed a misinformation campaign targeting the Amaila Falls
and other major development projects.
The Ministry of Finance, in a release, said a similar campaign was carried out prior to 2015 that resulted in
major projects being stymied, while no
other alternative was offered by the party
which assumed office afterward.
“I want to express, in the strongest
possible terms, my grave disappointment
and indeed our government’s grave disappointment at the campaign of misinformation that is being waged in relation
to major developmental projects and, in
particular, most recently, in relation to
the Amaila Falls Hydropower project,”
the minister said, reminding that the
project was subject to extremely detailed
studies and analysis by international
technical experts and it was examined by
international development agencies and
bilateral partners such as Norway. He
added that it was also examined by international investors.
“In fact, if we were to cast our
minds back to the pre-2015 period, we
(the then PPP/C Government) had
brought the project to a point where we
had a major, large, credible international
investor who was ready and willing to
invest in this project. It would be recalled
that the then APNU+AFC used their
one-seat majority, while in opposition, to
derail and ultimately to frustrate the project. Had the then APNU+AFC not done
so… not only would construction have
commenced but construction by now
would have been completed and Amaila
would have been providing electricity to
the National Grid,” the Senior Finance
Minister explained.
He noted that what was particularly
significant was that the then government,
upon assuming office in 2015, commissioned a study to be done by an international consultancy entity (Norwegian
Consultancy Agency) Norconsult to
complete a study on the project.
“Norconsult did an extensive study
and concluded in very favourable terms
that the Amaila Falls project was the best
option for Guyana to transition to clean
renewable energy.
That report is publicly available,”
Minister Singh further emphasized,
while reminding that despite all that, the
APNU+AFC Government did not proceed with the project, nor did it produce
an alternative project. He posited that the
PPP/C Government committed to resuming work on the project and completing
it once it assumed office once more.

The Amelia Falls Hydro Project

“Let me be crystal clear that the resumption of this campaign of misinformation has one objective in mind –the
same objective as the misinformation
campaign during the pre-2015 period
and that is to frustrate development — to
deny the people development as long as
the PPP/C is in office,” Minister Singh
concluded.
In examining the misinformation on
the project, the Ministry of Finance has
noted that since the Energy Conference
held recently, there have been a series of
articles on the Amaila Falls Hydropower
project that are either fabrications, erroneous, or lacking in balance and objectivity.
The Ministry of Finance emphasised that the Amaila Falls project has
been extensively studied and reviewed.
Many of the current project risks
were exposed to the public since 2012
and were properly reviewed by all partners, including the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and due
diligence was conducted by expert firms
on behalf of the IDB.
As recently as 2016, the project was
reviewed at the request of A Partnership
for National Unity (APNU) by Norway
via an independent firm Norconsult. The

current project, taken as a whole, based
on independent reviews and analysis,
manages risks prudently. The project
also represents a clean, renewable means
of electricity with significant financial
savings for Guyana.
In the February 22 edition of the
Kaieteur News, the newspaper published
an article headlined “GPL liable when
Amaila Falls run dry”—Winston Brassington. Firstly, the above was never said
by Winston Brassington and therefore
the headline was a total fabrication and
an erroneous statement. Winston Brassington referred to hydrology risk being
assumed by GPL, as off-taker, a position
reviewed and supported by consultants.
No reasonable extrapolation can
equate the KN headline to what was
stated by Mr. Brassington. The fact is
Amaila will have a 23 KM 2 reservoir to
hold water and this reservoir allows the
hydro optimised delivery of energy on an
annual basis. Secondly, dating back to
2012, all parties considered the hydrology assumption that Amaila can deliver
1,050 GWH energy on average per
annum, a reasonable number (if not conservative).
These numbers were relied on by
the IDB in their due diligence in 2012.

By way of illustration, at 165 MW, without factoring hydrology risks, the project
can generate as much as 1,445 GWh, at
full
capacity. Assuming
1,050
GWH/annum, assumes a capacity utilisation of 72 per cent. It is at this capacity,
that the price of 7.7 cents/kWh is calculated over a 20-year period. In some
years, there may be more than 1,050
GWH generated; in others, it could be
lower.
Under all scenarios, Amaila delivers a significant reduction in power generation costs and a minimum annual
level of energy. Amaila, in essence, is a
clean renewable project. Thirdly, these
matters were addressed and made a public record. For example, we attach a
press release from the GOG dated October 2013 which addressed the hydrology
issue. Fourthly, various studies consider
the hydrology assumptions, conservative:
Independent Engineer (Tractebel
Engineering S.A) for the IDB in 2013:
“Regarding the inflows, it is the
Consultant’s opinion that they may have
been significantly underestimated (likely
by some 23 per cent on average) …….”
Norconsult (Norwegian independent final report dated December 2016 at
the request of APNU):
“The Halcrow Group’s Hydrology
Review Report of June 2011 indicates
the selected factor 0.3 to be somewhat
conservative (on the safe side) as regards
the production potential.
The same view, even stronger, especially in periods of low flow, is opined
in the IE’s Due Diligence Report of
2013. A conservative transposing factor
(0.3) and the moderate installed capacity
compared to the medium inflow to the
reservoir means that the risk for not
achieving the foreseen production potential is low. Therefore, the hydrological
uncertainty of having scarce series of direct flow measurements cannot be concluded to be a threat to the soundness of
the project. Geological Risk:
Independent Engineer (Tractebel
Engineering S.A) for the IDB in 2013:
“Globally, the geological context of
the area is predominantly a compact,
massive bedrock, consisting of horizontally stratified hard sandstones forming
the upper plateau, and in the area of the
powerhouse, power tunnel, and likely the
lower part of the shaft, an intrusion of
massive eruptive rock. On the upper
plateau, the thickness of soils appears
limited, in the area of the dam and the
headrace tunnel, and the bedrock appears
generally close to ground surface.
The ministry therefore urges all
media outlets to be responsible when reporting on matters of national interest.
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Machel Montano and a fan at the Ganges River in India

Trini soca star Machel performs
at Maha Shivratri in India
Trinidadian Soca superstar Machel Montano
is taking his music to India.
He performed on March 1st, in what he described as the largest event in his career – the Maha
Shivratri celebrations at the Isha Yoga Centre in
India.
Maha Shivratri is a night-long festival of meditation, music and dance.
A release on Saturday, announcing the event
said, for Montano, this event is deeply connected
to his own spiritual journey, upon which he has embarked with his wife, Renee, and his manager, Che
Kothari.
“For the past seven months, Montano has been

in India participating in a yoga programme (Sadhanapada) at the Isha Yoga Centre, under the tutelage of Sadhguru, Yogi, mystic, and one of the most
influential visionaries of our time.”
Montano said performing at this festival will
be one of the most profound moments of his life.
“After 40 years in the music industry, I am overwhelmed with joy and gratitude for this opportunity
and for what it represents on a global level.”
Maha Shivratri is one of the largest and most
sacred festivals in India, and the gathering at Isha
Yoga Centre attracted more than 120 million people, in person and online in 2021.
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Caricom, OAS condemn Russia
invasion of Ukraine
Joining world leaders in condemning Russia’s invasion of the Ukraine the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) has
called for the immediate and complete
withdrawal of the military presence and
cessation of any further actions that may
intensify the current perilous situation in
that country.
US and Western leaders have
pledged harsh sanctions, with Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba urging
the West to ban Russia from the SWIFT
international payments system. Putin
noted that Russia remained part of the
global economic system, but warned of
further “restrictions” to the Russian
economy and called for business to work
“in solidarity” with the government. “It
seems to me that our partners should understand this and not set themselves the
task of pushing us out of this system,”
Putin said. “Nevertheless, for political
reasons, these restrictions will happen.”
Russian forces early Thursday
launched a full-scale assault on Ukraine,
with its military attacking the country
from the north, east and south. In its
statement Caricom said the recognition
by The Russian Federation of the regions
of Donetsk and Luhansk represents a violation of the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of Ukraine. “The hostilities
against Ukraine go counter to the principles of respect for sovereignty, territorial
integrity, non-interference in the internal
affairs of another sovereign state and the
prohibition on the threat or use of force,
and the peaceful resolution of disputes,
which are the bedrock of this Community,” the regional bloc said. “CARICOM maintains that the principles of
universal respect and adherence to these
norms and principles of international law
are fundamental to the maintenance of
the international system and global
peace and security. CARICOM calls on
all parties involved to urgently embark
on intensified diplomatic dialogue to immediately de-escalate hostilities and
work towards a sustainable peace,” the
statement added.
For its part, the General Secretariat
of the Organization of American States
(OAS) also condemns the invasion of
Ukraine and calls for an immediate cessation of the hostilities. “Russian aggression constitutes a crime against
international peace. The armed attack
perpetrated against the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Ukraine is reprehensible and constitutes a very serious
act in violation of international law. Aggression has been defined as the
“supreme international crime” and it undoubtedly constitutes an attack against
the peace and security of humanity, as
well as civilized relations between

An apartment building in Kyiv smolders after being bombed by Russian invaders

States,” the OAS said.
Meanwhile, the Guyana Peace
Council (GPC) in a statement said it
notes with deep concern recent grave developments in the Russia/Ukraine crisis.
“The crises was further exacerbated with
the birthing and recognition by Russia of
the Luhansk People’s Republic and the
Donetsk People’s Republic as ‘independent states’ within the national borders
of the State of Ukraine;
The GPC has learnt with alarm that
the Russian authorities authorised a military operation in the Donbas Region.
The operation has been roundly condemned by members of the United Nations Security Council. The GPC deeply
regrets the step taken by Russia and the
shelling of Ukrainian military bases and
installations which may result in the loss
of lives.”
“The GPC, wishes to state that
notwithstanding the national security
concerns expressed by Russia, its intrusion by military means in Ukrainian national territory constitutes a gross
violation of the Ukraine’s territorial integrity and national sovereignty as well
as a violation of the United Nations

Charter. The GPC stands on its record in
being opposed to military intervention in
violation of a country’s territorial integrity and national sovereignty as was
the case with Turkey’s invasion of
Cyprus in 1974, Britain’s invasion of the
Malvinas in 1982, Iraq’s invasion of
Kuwait in 1990, and the allied forces invasion in Iraq and Libya in 2003 and
2011 respectively.”
The GPC said it has learnt with dismay, reports about serious human right
violations against Russian citizens in the
Donbas Region which Russia claims
they were called upon to protect and defend. “The GPC has noted that within a
three week time frame, four meetings of
the United Nations Security Council and
one meeting of the General Assembly
were convened to find a peaceful solution to the on-going Russia/Ukraine crisis.
In this regard, the GPC supports unequivocally the appeal to the President
of Russia by the UN Secretary General
to “give peace a chance” and for Russia
to withdraw its troops from Ukrainian
territory. The GPC has taken note of the
mounting condemnation by members of

the UN of Russia’s violation of
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, political
independence and sovereignty and has
noted with interest the loud call for a
diplomatic solution aimed at bringing
about lasting peace and security in Europe,” the statement added.
The GPC said it welcomes the call
by members of the UN for all parties in
the conflict to exercise restraint and for
every effort to be made by diplomatic
means to resolve the security concerns
of all the parties and for the de-escalation
of the crises. “The GPC joins with peace
and freedom loving peoples around the
world is supporting the call for an end to
the hostilities between Russia and
Ukraine and for the prevention of any
further escalation and extension of the
conflict onto the European theatre.
“The GPC expresses its full support
to the call for the parties concerned to return to the negotiating table with a view
to settling their differences by diplomatic
means and to find a lasting and durable
solution to the crises and its genesis taking into consideration in the security
concerns of Russia and Ukraine.”
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Efforts underway for Diaspora
involvement in oil and gas sector
The Guyana Government has outlined a plan to facilitate the involvement
of thousands of overseas-based
Guyanese, in the growing oil and gas
sector.
These efforts, according to
Guyana’s Foreign Secretary, Robert Persaud, are a work-in-progress. Persaud
made this disclosure during the recently
concluded Energy Conference which
was held in Kingston last week. During
the conference, Persaud divulged that
even as the government gears towards
building local content capacity, the administration is also looking to factor in
expatriates as well as Guyanese living
abroad in the ongoing work of the oil
sector.
Persaud told the conference that “It
is important to note that’s based on the
latest data, we have more Guyanese living outside Guyana than inside. We have
people living in Suriname, which has
had significant oil discoveries. Thousands in Trinidad and thousands in
Venezuela where there are mature oil
sectors and that’s a huge resource-base.
This is a population that possesses skills
and resources and ability to network and
mobilise to facilitate oil sector.”
He continued that “what the gov-

ernment is looking to see how we can attract them to play a part.” “One of those
is by developing a platform so they
know how to contribute. Doing it
through the private sector through recruitment agencies, etc. for the oil sector,” he said, adding that efforts are
underway to create a mechanism
whereby Guyanese living abroad especially, those active in mature oil and gas
sectors can contribute to helping to develop local capacity.”
“[This platform] is whereby they
can be able to see opportunities here and
work with us where they are able to fit
in,” Persaud said. The Foreign Secretary
noted that the administration has taken
tangible steps towards making this plan
a reality. “If you notice in the 2022
budget there is an allocation for budget
for diaspora engagement and involvement. So, we have made this, a priority,”
Persaud asserted.
The Foreign Secretary explained
that the government is not viewing these
Guyanese as just expatriates, “We view
them as an element of local content participation… we are looking at how we
can tap into their skills.”
He noted the opportunities for expatriates will not be limited to them but

Robert Persaud

it is open to their descendants as well.
“Another element is how to get the second and third generation in the Diaspora.
We’ve been looking at ways to attract

them and started a project to go after that
and developing a youth volunteer programme. We are trying to develop these
programmes to get them [involved] so
that they can understand what’s happening in the sector and also bring the skills
here,” he continued.
According to Persaud, if Guyana
goes down this path successfully, the
country can benefit from a design that
has helped push the development of
more established nations. “Ireland for
example…they have not targeted migration scheme. They looked at how their
people live and work and looked to tap
into that. Ireland became the destination
for many headquarters for their nationals…”
“And, because of the work of their
Diaspora and incentives, that country
has become a more attractive place to be.
Similarly, we want the Diaspora to be a
force of transformation and to engage
them that they too can help.” Persaud
said, adding that the work to factor in the
Diaspora will not be limited to the oil
and gas sector. “We see it as a catalyst
and so while we talk about opportunities
we don’t want to limit those to oil and
gas but to tourism, manufacturing and
other services,” he said.

CRIME & COURTS

Cops accused of plotting to kill teenager
A group of patrol ranks stationed
in Bartica, Region Seven have found
themselves in some hot water after they
allegedly assaulted and threatened to
murder a teen during a traffic enforcement operation they had on Saturday
last.
According to a statement issued
by the Guyana Police Force’s Corporate Communications Unit (CCU) on
Monday, those ranks are now under investigation by the Force’s Office of
Professional Responsibility (OPR) for
their alleged wrongdoing.
They are accused of not only assaulting but also threatening to kill
Christopher Crighton, a motorcyclist
they had stopped during their operation.
Based on the investigation conducted so far, the ranks in question reported that they had stopped Crighton
on Third Avenue, Bartica. They said
that the young man did not have in his
possession a rider’s licence or any other
legal documents for the motorcycle,
which he was riding. Crighton had re-

portedly also refused to take a breathalyser test and as a result, he was arrested
and taken to the Bartica Police Station.
The ranks reportedly kept him in
the lock-up but had subsequently released him on self-bail when his relatives showed up the following day with
the relevant documents for the motorcycle.
However, Crighton had returned
to the station on Monday and lodged a
report against the ranks for assaulting
and threatening to murder him during
his arrest. He even posted a video to
Facebook showing how the police
ranks treated him on the night of his arrest.
According to Crighton, he was not
trying to resist arrest but rather he was
trying to place his motorcycle in the
tray of the police pick-up but the ranks
did not want him to do that.
In the video posted on Facebook,
ranks were heard telling Crighton to
walk to their pick-up. When he got to
the door, it was unclear what happened

be-

Christopher Crighton: claims he was threatened by police

next but the camera started shaking. It
appeared as though one of the ranks
tried to force Crighton into the vehicle
and he resisted the force used a bit but
was given a blow. This was followed by
these words, “Bai come in this vehicle

fore I kill you.” The rank then turned to
his colleagues and said, “I would murder this bai yuh know.”
There were some more exchange
of words between the ranks and the suspect before the video ended.
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Russian tycoon with Jamaican ties
says it’s time to end ‘state capitalism’
Russian tycoon Oleg Deripaska on
Monday said it was time to put an end to
"all this state capitalism" and change
policies as the country's economy reeled
from the effects of Western sanctions
over Moscow's assault on Ukraine.
"It is necessary to change the economic policy, it is necessary to end all
this state capitalism," Deripaska said on
messaging app Telegram, demanding
"explanations" from officials on what
was going to happen to the economy in
the next three months.
"If this is a real crisis then we need
real crisis managers and not fantasists
with a bunch of silly presentations," said
the 54-year-old.
"Unlike in 2014, it will not be possible to sit this out now," Deripaska said,
referring to Moscow's annexation of
Ukraine's Crimea peninsula and the subsequent introduction of Western sanctions.
Deripaska is the founder and former chairman of UC Rusal, the parent
company of the Windalco bauxite and
alumina plant in Jamaica. He stepped
down from Rusal in 2018 in order to obtain sanctions relief.
In the meantime, the billionaire
owner of Premier League football club
Chelsea, Roman Abramovich, has been

Russian tycoon Oleg Deripaska

involved in ending the crisis, his spokes-

woman said.

"I can confirm that Roman
Abramovich was contacted by the
Ukrainian side for support in achieving
a peaceful resolution, and that he has
been trying to help ever since," she said.
"Considering what is at stake, we
would ask for understanding as to why
we have not commented on neither the
situation as such nor his involvement."
The Russian-Israeli billionaire announced on Saturday that he was handing the "stewardship and care" of
Chelsea to the trustees of the club's charitable foundation. But he will remain as
owner.
Another billionaire, banker Oleg
Tinkov, spoke out directly against the
war.
"In Ukraine, innocent people are
dying every day, this is unthinkable and
unacceptable!" he said on Instagram.
"States should be spending money
on treating people, on research to defeat
cancer, and not on war. We are against
this war!"
As Western governments tighten
their squeeze on Russia's economy following Moscow's invasion of Ukraine,
capitals also have their sights on
Moscow's wealthy elite and its assets
abroad, seen by experts as a way of sapping President Vladimir Putin's power.

JA tourism on track in spite of Ukraine crisis
While keeping a close eye on the
global instability created by the war in
Ukraine, Jamaica’s Minister of Tourism,
Edmund Bartlett, is sounding a positive
note for continued buoyancy in Jamaica's tourism industry.
Coming out of a retreat hosted by
the Ministry in Montego Bay on the
weekend to examine the recently tabled
supplementary estimates, Bartlett
lamented the devastation caused by the
conflict and underscored the need for a
peaceful resolution.
According to a release, Bartlett
shared that based on an assessment of
Jamaica's main tourism source markets,
“notwithstanding the situation in Europe” the island is “still on a strong recovery path.”
The statement explained that the
retreat allowed for the Ministry and its
public bodies to look at engendering further growth of the sector after two years
of extreme challenges brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“The tourism sector is primed for
growth and we have assurances, especially from our travel partners in the
USA and Europe, of confirmed plans for
increased flights to Jamaica, starting between April and May. We are, however,

Tourism outlook for Jamaica is still positive, says Minister Edmund Bartlett

constantly assessing the impact of the
situation in Ukraine and its implications,
especially in light of decisions being
taken by airlines to restrict flights between Russia and various countries,”
Bartlett said, disclosing that progress reports were received at the retreat from

chairmen of the Tourism Recovery Task
Force Committees.
The Task Force Committees were
set up in light of the pandemic to examine various aspects of the industry and
make recommendations on the way forward to expedite the sector's recovery.

“Over the next few weeks, we will
be analyzing these reports and will discuss relevant recommendations with our
tourism partners and make a determination on the implementation programme
going forward,” said Bartlett.
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Jamaican student escapes
Ukraine ahead of Russian war
Twenty-year-old medical student
Esther Thomas cried when she arrived
in Jamaica three days before Russia invaded Ukraine last week.
The tears, her mother Keisha
Thomas said on Monday, sprang from
her realisation that she had left her fellow students in the Eastern European
country as war loomed, and the cold,
hard fact that her dream of completing
her studies to become a doctor had been
shattered.
“This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. I didn't want to mess up this
opportunity for her,” Thomas told the
Observer. “She had only been in
Ukraine for three months. We just spend
up a bag of money, sent her over there,
get her started, and she is finally in med
school; and then this happens. It was
such an awful situation.”
Esther was studying at VN Karazin
Kharviv National University as it was
the only tertiary institution that the family could afford, despite being accepted
by several others in the United States,
all of which offered her half scholarships.
The offers were disappointing,
given that the Immaculate Conception
High School graduate had earned eight
Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination units — six at grade one and two
at grade two.
She also has eight grade ones at the
Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate level in one sitting.
The student, who has dreams of becoming a paediatric surgeon, had her application to The University of the West
Indies medical programme denied.
However, her desire to realise her
chosen profession was met when the opportunity to study in Ukraine presented
itself.
Unfortunately, like her Jamaican
colleagues, who eventually made it out
of the war-torn country on Monday, she
is now left wondering how she can rebound.
And that pain is shared by her
mother, who, on realising that war was
imminent, took the heart-rending decision to get her daughter home.
“She really escaped by the skin of
her teeth. She could have been there
too!” Thomas said.
“So, when I see people on social
media with the insensitive comments
about how people stay because of
money… it's not about that! You have to
understand people's circumstances. Nobody gets up and sends their child across
the world into a volatile region just because; nobody does that!” Thomas said.
“I was very nervous about this

Twenty-year-old Esther Thomas (standing) with her mother Keisha Thomas

[war] from the beginning. It was at a
point where I was talking with her about
it for the dates for which she would return for the summer. But then, we noticed we started seeing it in the news
quite a bit,” Thomas explained.
The mother said that when news
broke that Russia had started edging
troops along its border with Ukraine, the
discussions were over.
“Hold on, we can't talk about summer and it sound like you may have to
come home this week,” she told Esther.
“I wasn't about to take any chances.
If it was up to me, I would've carried her
home a lot sooner if she wasn't hesitant,
and I totally understand the hesitancy
[as] we struggled to get her into med
school,” Thomas said.
“Give me the chance to make this
decision,” Thomas said she begged her
daughter, who responded, “Mommy,
okay, you decide, because I can't decide.”
The mother, terrified for her daughter's safety, pointedly told her, “It's time
fi come a yuh yard.”
Thomas said she called her travel
agent and inquired about the earliest
flight out of Ukraine. When one was
identified she told the agent, “Get her on
that plane!”
The day Esther drove out of her
hostel, heading to the airport, she called
her mother in tears.
“She was bawling. She was leaving

her friends behind. One or two persons
had already left, but most of her friends
were behind,” Thomas recalled.
“Mommy, I left… I left the hostel.
I left,” Ester cried, uncontrollably.
Thomas said she couldn't hold back
her tears either. When the call ended, she
questioned whether she had acted prematurely, and out of fear. It weighed
heavily on her mind that her daughter
would resent her.
She said another concern was the
fact that while Esther's residency documents were being processed, the university was in possession of all
documentation for the students. In order
for the students to leave for home, they
would need to request the documents
from the school and that, too, would
likely be interpreted as a decision to discontinue processing for residency and,
indirectly, enrolment.
“The university basically made it
clear that any student who chose to
leave without there being justifiable
cause would have dismissed him or herself from the academic programme of
study. In other words, they were risking
everything they had worked for up to
this point if they did the responsible
thing of heading for safety in their home
country,” Thomas explained.
“I was doing the right thing, but it
didn't feel right. I felt like I was hurting
her. I couldn't take a chance with her
life. I know I wouldn't be able to forgive

myself. The priority was her life, but a
part of me was wondering if I moved too
fast,” she said, noting that family members supported her decision.
On the morning of February 14,
Thomas sent Esther her itinerary. But
because of the seven-hour time difference, Esther only had time to pack and
head out.
When she left Ukraine, she spent
two days in Turkey because of flight
cancellations. When things were sorted
out, she travelled to Panama, where she
also spent two days. Subsequently, she
landed in Montego Bay on February 20.
“The only thing she came with was
her passport. Residency documents get
left, CXC, CAPE certificates, everything. Everything the school had was
left. I'm still trying to find God's purpose
in all of this. I'm just happy she's home
and she's safe,” Thomas said.
Three days after arriving back
home, they heard about the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
“I knew she was home. I was grateful, I was giving thanks, but I felt like
she was still there, because I had now
come to know so many of her friends
who were there. I was devastated. For
the days they were travelling, my daughter was monitoring their every move.
She went crazy when she couldn't hear
from them. When she heard from them,
we get a little relief. We prayed in-between… it was too much,” Thomas said.
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Lack of rescue efforts blamed as
four divers perish in TT incident
RELATIVES of four Trinidadian
men who undertook a diving job for the
state-run Paria Fuel Trading Company
Ltd and failed to resurface are in agony
as they await the outcome of the search
for their loved ones.
The four divers are presumed dead,
aand three bodies have reportedly been
recovered.
Energy Minister Stuart Young went
to the Pointe-a-Pierre facility and met
with officials regarding the incident.
In a social media post, Young, who
returned from a trip abroad on Friday
night, said he was meeting with the families of the four divers sucked into a 36inch crude oil pipeline, and who have not
been seen since Friday afternoon.
The missing men have been identified as Fyzal Kurban, Rishi Nagessar,
Yusuf Henry and Kazim Ali Jr.
One member of the diving team—
Christopher Boodram—survived and is
receiving treatment.
Boodram, was found about 50 feet
into the pipe and was pulled out alive by
rescuers who defied orders from Paria
not to attempt a rescue. He suffered multiple bruises and other injuries, and is
now being treated in the hyperbaric
chamber at the San Fernando General
Hospital.
Joseph Henry, father of missing
diver Yusuf Henry, said that as soon as
he heard about the incident, he went to
the Paria facility on Friday night, hoping
to get any news about his son.
The distraught father said he left his
Sangre Grande home upon hearing that
his son, who was part of a five-member
underwater maintenance team contracted
by Paria, went missing around 3 p.m. on
Friday.
He also said he had another son
who previously passed away.
Henry said, “My daughter called
me and told me about the mishap that
happened down here (at Paria). I finished
up what I was doing, and we came down
here around 9 or 10 p.m. My son is a
welder and a certified diver.”
Meanwhile, Michael Kurban, son
of missing diver Fyzal Kurban, at a press
conference in Pointe-a-Pierre on Sunday,
claimed Paria company officials were
too slow in their response when five
divers were sucked into a pipeline on
Friday. He was disappointed at the way
the rescue mission was handled.
Michael claimed it was only when
he became aware of what had happened,
and went to the scene that any effort was
made to rescue the divers.
He explained, “My brother called
me an hour after (the incident) and told
me that everyone was shaking on the
barge and nobody know what to do. I

The divers pictured shortly before their fatal dive on Friday. Only one survived

gathered two of my divers and we came
to the rescue.”
He said he saw Boodram holding
onto the pipe for life and was able to rescue him.
Boodram survived, and told
Michael his father was nearby, but they
were unable to find and rescue him.
On Sunday night Paria manage-

ment said the other divers were presumed dead.
Michael said rescue divers were
only able to save Boodram because he
defied Paria officials who told him not
to dive into the water.
“(Name called) told my men not to
dive the pipeline again.
"They brought the professional dive

boat Subsea Global to use the commercial equipment (for the rescue), which
was the right thing to do. But that was
hours after and we still had time to save
them lives.”
Overwhelmed with emotion,
Michael said he was disappointed with
the calls made by Paria officials at the
scene.

Lone survivor of diving
mishap in ﬁght for life
Christopher Boodram lived because he was the last
man to be pulled into the darkness of the undersea
pipeline.
And also because rescuers, disregarding orders from
“officials” to stay away from the site, went down to get
him.
What Boodram endured, and what he heard before
he made it out three hours later, his family now fears for
his mental health.
Boodram spent those hours dragging himself along
inside the crude oil-coated 36-inch wide pipeline, pushed
along by one of the men.
That man did not make it.
From his hospital bed, Boodram told relatives that
as they tried to stay alive in the toxic air pockets at the
top of the flooded pipeline, he called on the others to pray
to God, and that Jesus would be their saviour.
The last thing he heard before he got out were their

screams.
Boodram, 36, is a father of three living at Isaac
Street, Pointe-a-Pierre. He has been a diver for more than
ten years.
His brother, Larry, said: “Christopher is a stable condition now. He had no broken bones or fractures. Our concern is how long he spent down there, and the toxic air he
breathed in, and how it may affect his lungs, years from
now.”
Of greatest concern, Larry Boodram said, was his
brother’s mental health. “He communicated with the other
divers under there in the darkness. He knows one was
right behind him. He has been asking us, if they came out.
We have been limiting that information, because every
time he thinks about it, he is breaking down.”
There were divers with the equipment to do a rescue,
but they were prevented from going into the water by
safety officers on site.
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Coach: WI ﬁelding needs to
improve ahead of World Cup
WEST INDIES women assistant
coach Corey Collymore has called for
an improved showing in the outfield
from regional players ahead of Thursday’s ICC Women’s World Cup opener
against hosts New Zealand.
Speaking to Cricket West Indies
(CWI) media ahead of Monday night’s
second and final warm-up match against
India, Collymore praised the team’s
bowling effort against Australia in the
first warm-up match on Sunday, although they lost by a 90-run margin.
Batting first, Australia piled on
259/7 in their 50 overs with Ellyse Perry
(62) and Annabel Sutherland (54 not
out) leading the charge. West Indies
captain Stafanie Taylor (3/51) topped
the bowling while both Anisa Mohammed and Hayley Matthews bagged
2/45 each.
In reply, West Indies were restricted to 169/9 with Taylor (66) leading the charge once more followed by
Matthews (24) and Nation (20).
While Collymore credited the maroon’s bowling attack he believes inconsistency in the outfield played a part in
the warm-up loss and must be fixed
ahead of Thursday’s World Cup opener.
“I think it was a good performance
by the bowlers, keeping a team like
Australia probably ranked number one
in the world, to 250-odd. I think we are
smart enough and we discussed that
Australia were a bit cautious up front.
“We know they’re a dangerous
side and we didn’t want to take things
for granted. But I thought it was a good
run out by the bowlers. It’s always good

West Indies women cricket team

to get 50 overs in. All in all I thought it
was a creditable performance.
“I also say to the team that bowling
plans don’t work without fielding and I
think we were pretty ordinary in the
field. That’s something we need to improve on,” he said.
Collymore confirmed the team is
adapting to chilly temperatures in New
Zealand but must quickly acclimatise to
maximise their on-field output.
He added, “We as players, or good
players, know that’s what they’ve
signed up for. We knew New Zealand
would be cold and the head coach
(Courtney Walsh) stressed on that in
South Africa, where we even found
some of the conditions there were a bit

cold as well.
“I think players are looking forward to the challenge and they understand that’s part of touring around the
world; you have to play in different conditions. So I look forward to a better
showing tomorrow (against India).”
Heading into Thursday opening
fixture, he said, “It will be a similar approach but we’re looking to improve on
what we’ve done. We also realised it
was a small ground (Lincoln Green,
Christchurch) and the game against
Australia was a good way to see where
we’re at.”
West Indies women’s vice-captain
Anisa Mohammed said that despite the
loss, there were many positives to take

away from the match against Australia.
“The bowlers bowled really well
and we had Australia under some pressure up until the forty-fifth over but with
wickets in hand a long batting line-up,
it was expected they would go after it
(our bowling).
“It’s good to see Staf (Stafanie)
getting back into the runs and taking
wickets. We just need a couple more
batters to get going and come that first
game with New Zealand I think we will
be ready,” said Mohammed, who is two
wickets away from achieving a milestone 300 international wickets.
WEST INDIES WOMEN’S
WORLD CUP SQUAD - Stafanie Taylor (captain), Anisa Mohammed (vicecaptain), Aaliyah Alleyne, Shemaine
Campbelle, Shamilia Connell, Deandra
Dottin, Afy Fletcher, Cherry Ann Fraser,
Chinelle Henry, Kycia Knight, Hayley
Matthews, Chedean Nation, Karishma
Ramharack, Shakera Selman, Rashada
Williams
TRAVELLING RESERVES Kaysia Schultz, Mandy Mangru, Jannillea Glasgow
WEST INDIES WOMEN’S
WORLD CUP SCHEDULE March 3:
vs New Zealand at Bay Oval, Tauranga,
9pm
March 8: vs England at University
Oval, Dunedin, 6pm
March 12: vs India at Seddon Park,
Hamilton, 9pm
March 15: vs Australia at Basin
Reserve, Wellington, 6pm
March 18: vs Bangladesh at Bay
Oval, Tauranga, 6pm

Tributes pour in for bowler Sonny Ramadhin
TRIBUTES continue to pour in
for legendary ex-West Indies and
Trinidad and Tobago spin bowler
Sonny Ramadhin, who died on Sunday. He was 92.
Ramadhin is most notably known
for playing a series-winning role for
the West Indies which led to the team’s
first-ever Test series victory (3-1)
against England, in 1950.
On that historic tour, he formed a
powerful partnership with left-arm
spinner Alf Valentine, who together,
helped the Caribbean team defeat their
European opponents. The pair was
dubbed the ‘spin twins’.
Ramadhin concluded that series
with figures of 11 wickets for 152 runs
in the historic win at Lords Cricket
Ground, UK.
A statement issued by Cricket
West Indies (CWI) on Ramadhin’s
passing saw president Ricky Skerritt
credit his immense contribution to regional cricket. Skerritt hailed the ex-

bowler as “one of the great pioneers of
West Indies cricket”.
Skerrit said, “Mr Ramadhin made
an impact from the moment he first
stepped onto the field of world cricket.
Many stories are told of his tremendous feats on the 1950 tour when he
combined with Alf Valentine to form
cricket’s ‘spin twins’ as West Indies
conquered England away from home
for the first time.
“This iconic tour is part of our
rich cricket legacy, which was pioneered by Mr Ramadhin and others of
his generation. His English exploit
was celebrated in a famous calypso –
and is still remembered more than 70
years later. Today we salute Sonny Ramadhin for his outstanding contribution to West Indies cricket.”
Ramadhin was born in Esperance
Village, Trinidad on May 1, 1929. He
made his Test debut against England at
Old Trafford in 1950 in the team
alongside the legendary ‘Three Ws’;

Sonny Ramadhin

Sir Frank Worrell, Sir Everton Weekes
and Sir Clyde Walcott.
He played 43 Test matches and
took 158 wickets at an average of
28.98 each. His best bowling figures
were 7-49 against England at Edgbaston in 1957. Overall, he played 184

first-class matches and captured 758
wickets at 20.24 each.
Similarly, the TT Cricket Board
(TTCB) also recognised Ramadhin’s
stellar contributions to both regional
and national cricket.
TTCB president Azim Bassarath
said the former player was a cricket
hero, who despite his ground-breaking
achievements, remained humble and
an inspiration for others.
“We are very saddened to learn of
his passing on Sunday, Ramadhin remains an iconic figure in West Indies
cricket and would always be remembered for the role he played in putting
the Caribbean on the world map,” said
Bassarath.
The TTCB has immortalised the
mystifying right-arm off-spin and legbreak bowler by naming, after him, a
driveway into the National Cricket
Centre in Balmain, Couva.
There is also a statue of the dapper cricketer in San Fernando.
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