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QUEEN HONORS GUYANESE POET: Guyana-born poet, Grace
Nichols, was, last Wednesday, presented with the Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry 2021 by Her Majesty, at Windsor Castle, in the United Kingdom.
According to the royal website, the Poetry Medal Committee unanimously
recommended Grace Nichols as this year’s recipient on the basis of her body of
work, in particular her first collection of poetry ‘I Is a Long-Memoried Woman’
(1983), prose and several books for younger readers.
Nichols moved to Britain at the age of 27 and her first collection of poetry
‘I Is a Long-Memoried Woman’ (1983) won the Commonwealth Poetry Prize.
Nichols was born in Georgetown, Guyana in 1950 and worked as a teacher
and journalist before moving to the UK in 1977. On arrival in the UK, Grace’s
work touched on racial tensions at a time when immigration was at the centre
of political debates under Margaret Thatcher’s government.
Full story, Page 10
India vs WI: India
have tentatively agreed to
tour the West Indies from
July to August for a threematch One-Day International (ODI) series and
five-match T20 International (T20I) series. The
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) is
yet to confirm the tour but
a final decision is expected
within the coming
days.The ODI series, if approved, will be at the
Queen’s Park Oval in Port
of Spain from July 22. Star
batsman Virat Kohli (right)
will likely be part of the Indian team

CALL TO ACTION: Immediate and drastic action is needed to avoid “an infernal global disaster,” Guyana Attorney General Anil Nandlall, SC said on Wednesday
in an address to Parliamentarians around the world meeting for the 144th assembly of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union in Bali, Indonesia. “Indifference and inaction equal
nothing short of destruction,” he declared, noting that the world is behind in limiting
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The rising temperatures have resulted in erratic
weather patterns, with Guyana facing more intense rainfall, resulting in a national disaster in 2005 and just last year again. See full speech on Page 2
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Getting to Zero: Mobilizing Parliaments to act on climate action
The following is a speech delivered by Guyana Attorney General Mohabir Anil Nandlall, SC, to the 144th
Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly in
Bali, Indonesia, which is ongoing
Madame President and colleagues,
Good morning.
It is a privilege to be afforded an
opportunity to lend my voice and my
country’s voice to this important discourse on climate change.
The climate crisis has issued us an
ultimatum: either we take immediate
steps and drastic action or subject ourselves to an infernal global disaster. Indifference and inaction equal nothing
short of destruction. Already, wea re far
behind in limiting temperature rise to
1.5 degrees celsius. The coming decade
therefore must be the decade of decisive action. Climate change affects us
all – rich, poor, developed and developed States – but its effects are more
severe on the poorest and most vulnerable – especially SIDS and low-lying
coastal states. For us, it is a question of

Guyana’s Attorney General Anil Nandlall on stage at the Assembly in Bali, Indonesia

survival.
Immediate action is needed on
three fronts:
First, all countries must set more
ambitious goals to reduce emissions,
and we must honour, to the letter those
ambitions. All countries have an obligation to act but the worlds foremost
polluters have a greater duty to institute steeper emission cuts.
Second, the pledge of US$100B
per annum, made one decade ago, to
support climate action must be met.
Dishonoured pledges are recipe for disaster.
Third, forests constitute a powerful arsenal in the fight against climate
change. Forest rich countries must be
provided with the incentives necessary
to keep their forests intact and reduce
deforestation and forest degradation.
Mindful that deforestation contributes
16% to annual global emissions and in
recognition of the ecosystem and climate services provided by forests, it is
imperative that we finalise the rules for
carbon markets and REDD+ so as to
properly value tropical forests and the
climate services which they provide.
A little about Guyana
Guyana by far remains a net carbon sink by a significant margin where
the 18 million hectares of largely intact
forests in Guyana sequesters approximately 154 m tons of CO2 annually.
The forest provides this important
ecosystem function as one of nine
countries of the amazon – Guyana also
has some of the highest forest cover on
the earth along with one of the lowest

deforestation rates.
The country is also part of the
Guiana Shield which stores about a
fifth of the worlds fresh water and
about 18% of the worlds tropical carbon. It also has extremely high levels
of biodiversity and endemism – with
about 4% of all known animal species
and even more bird species.
Therefore, Guyana is already
playing is part in addressing and will
continue to do so.
We will maintain our forests – almost the size of England and Scotland
combined, storing 20 gigatons of carbon – a global assets.
We will work with local communities in conserving, protecting and
sustainably managing our forests, biodiversity and freshwater supplies.
We will decouple economic
growth and emissions through a progressively cleaner energy mix with the
aim of reducing our carbon emissions
by 70% by the year 2030.
We will invest in low carbon opportunities for jobs, ecosystem services
and social inclusion though and expanded Low Carbon Development
Strategy
Our government and our Parliament will continue to aggressively
enact laws and regulations, promulgate
and implement policies on climate
change and promote low carbon development in every area of national life.
The time for talk is over. The time
for action is now. It is but a question of
survival. Act now or continue on the
road to definite perdition!

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MARCH 24 2022

3

4

THURSDAY MARCH 24 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MARCH 24 2022

5

Liberals agree to launch dental care
program in exchange for NDP support
The Liberals have agreed to launch
a new dental care program for low-income Canadians and advance a number
of other NDP priorities in exchange for
their support propping up the government until 2025.
"We've agreed to work together,"
said Prime Minister Justin Trudeau during a news conference Tuesday morning.
"It's about focusing on what we
agree on, instead of what we disagree
on."
According to a release from the
Prime Minister's Office detailing the
grounds of the agreement, the proposed
dental program would start with 12year-olds in 2022, then expand to under18-year-olds, seniors and persons living
with a disability in 2023. Full implementation would be rolled out in 2025.
The dental program, a key plank of
the NDP's 2021 campaign platform,
would be restricted to families with an
income of less than $90,000 annually,
with no co-pays for anyone under
$70,000 annually in income, said the
government.
The deal would also see a Canada
Pharmacare Act passed by the end of
2023 to task the National Drug Agency
to develop a national formulary of essential medicines and a bulk purchasing
plan by the end of the agreement.
On housing, another key issue for

NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau

the NDP, the government has agreed to
extend the rapid housing initiative for an
additional year and look at changing the
definition of affordable housing.
While the Liberals have signed
multiple child-care agreement with the
provinces, the NDP is asking them to
now introduce an Early Learning and
Child Care Act by the end of 2022 to enshrine those agreements into law, and to
make sure they have long-term protected funding prioritizing non-profit

and public spaces.
'We want it to be like Medicare,"
said one NDP source with knowledge of
the deal.
The confidence-and-supply agreement was presented to NDP MPs for a
vote late Monday night. Under such
arrangements, an opposition party
agrees to support the government on
specific measures under specific conditions, and to not vote to defeat the government for a period of time.

This deal comes into effect Tuesday and would last until when Parliament rises in 2025, allowing for four
budgets and staving off an election.
According to the agreement, the
NDP has agreed to support the government on confidence and budgetary matters and would not move a vote of
non-confidence during the term of the
arrangement. New Democrats would
also support some programming motions to pass legislation that both parties
agree to.
"We're not going to let the Liberals
off the hook," said NDP Leader Jagmeet
Singh during his own news conference
Tuesday.
"If they fall short on what we've
agreed to, this deal doesn't continue."
Both sides agreed that the leaders
would meet once per quarter, the House
leaders will meet regularly and that
they'd hold monthly "stock-take" meetings by an oversight group made up of
staff and politicians.
"What this means is during this uncertain time, the government can function with predictability and stability,
present and implement budgets and get
things done for Canadians," said
Trudeau. Chatter about a deal between
the two parties emerged not long after
the last election, although at the time,
sources in both parties said there was no
actual proposal on the table.

Attack on Mississauga mosque hate motivated?
A day after a man armed with an
axe and bear spray stormed Mississauga’s Dar Al-Tawheed Islamic Centre,
in what police believe was a hate-motivated attack, a member of the mosque
said he and other congregants will not
be kept from their daily prayers.
Noorani Sairally, a volunteer at Dar
Al-Tawheed, was praying there on Saturday when the attack happened. He returned to the mosque on Sunday.
“The event that happened will not
deter any of the congregants who were
present,” he said. But, he added, having
his routine interrupted by an armed assailant will not be easy to forget.
“As much as I want to shake this
off and go about life, there is a scar,” he
said. “This is one thing that is playing in
my mind over and over again. It was a

very traumatic and frightening event
that happened.”
Peel Regional Police said the attack started around 7 a.m. on Saturday,
when a man walked into the mosque and
discharged bear spray toward people
who were praying. Members of the
mosque were able to subdue the attacker until police arrived.
A 24-year-old man, Mohammad
Moiz Omar, was arrested in relation to
the attack. Peel police have charged
him with offences that include assault
with a weapon, administering a noxious substance with intent to endanger
life, uttering threats and mischief to religious property. In a Saturday news
release, the force said the attack was
“believed to be a hate-motivated incident.”

Speaking on Saturday evening,
hours after the attack, Mr. Sairally said
he could still feel the bear spray in his
lungs and feel his eyes burn if he
touched them. His first instinct, he said,
was to wonder if someone was trying to

repeat the 2017 mosque shooting that
left six people dead in Quebec City.
Many people in the mosque ran
outside afterward because of the noxious effect of the bear spray, he added.
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PAHO: Americas must focus on vaccines to protect most vulnerable
AS COVID-19 vaccination programme continues to expand in the
Americas, countries must continue to
focus on the protection of the most vulnerable, such as the elderly, the immunecompromised, healthcare workers and
other high-risk groups, Pan American
Health Organization (PAHO) Assistant
Director, Jarbas Barbosa, said Wednesday.
“COVID-19 infections and deaths
are declining in most of our region, but
there are still too many cases and deaths
being reported every day – a clear indication that transmission is not yet under
control,” Dr. Barbosa said in a media
briefing.
Since the virus arrived in the Americas two years ago, 149 million cases of
COVID-19 have been reported and 2.6
million people have died.
The Assistant Director also warned
that the current rise in cases in other regions of the world should serve as “a
cautionary tale” for the Americas.
New infections have increased by
28.9 per cent in the Western Pacific Region, 12.3 per cent in the African region,
and almost two per cent in the European
region.
“The virus puts us all at risk,” he
said, adding: “That’s why we must con-

Guyanese officials receive Covid vaccines from around the world during the height of the pandemic

tinue our efforts to close the equity gap
and protect the most vulnerable with
COVID-19 vaccines.”
Dr. Barbosa said that, while many
countries and territories are on track to
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reach the WHO 70 per cent COVID-19
vaccination target, and eight have vaccinated more than 80 per cent of their population, 21 have yet to vaccinate half of
their population.
“We still have a lot of work ahead
to improve our resilience to COVID19,” he said.
Dr. Barbosa highlighted that pandemic response has left routine immunisation programmes decades behind –
with coverage against polio and measles
dropping to 1994 levels.
“COVID-19 showed us, once
again, that vaccines are the most important tool to control infectious disease and
save lives,” he said, noting: “Yet in just
two years, we’ve rolled back nearly
three decades of progress on polio and
measles.”
Vaccine coverage for other childhood diseases has also fallen further behind, with diphtheria and yellow fever
threatening to resurge unless countries
take urgent action, the Assistant Director
warned.
HPV vaccination, which prevents
cervical cancer in young women and
girls, has also stalled across the region
due to school disruptions.
While many countries restarted
campaigns against measles, rubella, and
polio in 2021, and at least eight countries
are planning to do follow-up measles
campaigns this year, sustaining high
coverage is “essential to securing our

children’s future and allowing our region
to flourish,” he said.
The Assistant Director called for
strong political and technical leadership
at national and local levels to raise routine vaccination coverage and urged
countries to leverage COVID-19 vaccination efforts to rapidly roll out other essential vaccines, including the influenza
vaccine.
“We cannot waste time. We have
the experience, tools, and know-how to
catch up on missed vaccinations, prevent
diseases, and protect our families today
and in the future,” Dr. Barbosa related.
PAHO, he said, will work with
countries across the region to run coordinated national campaigns during Vaccination Week in the Americas.
Further, the PAHO Revolving Fund
stands ready to continue to support
countries with purchases of routine vaccines.
Turning to the COVID-19 situation
in the region, Dr. Barbosa reported that
cases in the Americas reached 901,000,
a 19 per cent decrease from the previous
week. However, hikes in cases were
seen in Caribbean and Atlantic Ocean Islands, where cases increased by 56.6 per
cent.
Deaths fell by 18.4 per cent to
15,523, with all sub-regions reporting
declines, from a 6.9 per cent drop in the
Caribbean to a 27.9 per cent decrease in
Central America.
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Unvaccinated Canadians still can't board
planes or trains, even as restrictions end
Because she's unvaccinated
against COVID-19, Tamika McIntosh
of Brampton, Ont., wasn't allowed to
board a plane to fly to Jamaica last
month to attend her grandfather's funeral.
Now, McIntosh combs the news
daily for any indication when Canada
might lift its vaccine mandate for travellers so she can finally go to Jamaica
and pay her last respects.
"You don't get the closure when
you don't get to physically be there to
say goodbye," said McIntosh. "Until I
physically get to go to his grave site
and spend some time there, that void
will always be open."
Canada's vaccine mandate —
which took effect in November 2021 to
boost vaccination rates — prevents unvaccinated Canadians from boarding a
commercial plane or train in Canada to
both domestic and international destinations. Now that COVID-19 restrictions are fast disappearing, some
unvaccinated Canadians question why
the federal government still maintains
the mandate.
"I don't think it's fair," said McIntosh. "I don't have mobility rights. I'm

still stuck in a country and I can't
leave."
Although COVID-19 vaccines
available in Canada have been deemed
safe and effective by Health Canada
and other regulators, McIntosh still has
reservations about getting the shot.
"I just feel like I have the right to
choose," she said.
More than 85 per cent of Canadians aged five and older are now fully
vaccinated.
Meanwhile, following a decline in
COVID-19 cases after the Omicron
wave, Canada's provinces are dropping
most or all of their vaccine mandates.
That means unvaccinated people can
return to venues such as restaurants,
gyms and hockey games.
They are also welcome in many
countries such as England, Ireland, Iceland and Norway, which have dropped
all their COVID-19 travel restrictions.
Other countries, such as Greece and Jamaica allow unvaccinated travellers to
enter with a negative COVID-19 test.
The Canadian government isn't
"paying attention to the things that are
going on in other countries," said
Kathy Neudorf of Langley, B.C., who

is also unvaccinated and eager to
travel.
"I don't have the freedom to come
and go as I choose … I can't even go
across to Quebec or something, because I can't get on a plane."
Canada's Chief Public Health officer, Dr. Teresa Tam, said Ottawa is reviewing its vaccine mandates for both
travellers and federal workers, with an
eye to dropping them. But she suggested the current resurgence of
COVID-19 cases globally could delay
that plan.
"The potential for the Omicron
resurgence, particularly the subtype
BA.2 can still occur. So I think this is
just waiting to see what happens with
that situation," she said at a House of
Commons health committee meeting
on Monday.
At the same meeting, Health Minister Jean-Yves Duclos offered no
timeline for ending federal vaccine
mandates, but said the decision will be
based on a number of factors including
COVID-19 case numbers, waning immunity and vaccination rates.
Although Canada's vaccination
rate is high, Duclos noted that less than

60 per cent of Canadian adults have
got their booster shot.
"We need more than that to protect against Omicron and future variants," he said.
Currently, Canadians do not need
a booster shot to qualify as fully vaccinated.
Many who are vaccinated still get
COVID-19, expert notes
Some medical professionals say
it's time for Canada to rethink its vaccine mandate for travellers.
Infectious disease physician Dr.
Zain Chagla points out that many people who got vaccinated also got
COVID-19.
"Knowing that two doses of vaccines likely doesn't prevent a lot of
transmission, it really does start poking
holes in the fact that this mandate is
meant to [prevent] transmission," said
Chagla, a physician at St. Joseph's
Healthcare Hamilton.
He encourages people to get vaccinated, as data shows vaccines can
help prevent serious illness and death
from COVID-19.
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Guyanese poet honoured by
Queen Elizabeth II
GUYANA-BORN poet, Grace
Nichols, was, on Wednesday, presented
with the Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry
2021 by Her Majesty, at Windsor Castle,
in the United Kingdom.
According to the royal website, the
Poetry Medal Committee unanimously
recommended Grace Nichols as this
year’s recipient on the basis of her body
of work, in particular her first collection
of poetry ‘I Is a Long-Memoried
Woman’ (1983), prose and several books
for younger readers.
Nichols moved to Britain at the age
of 27 and her first collection of poetry ‘I
Is a Long-Memoried Woman’ (1983)
won the Commonwealth Poetry Prize.
Nichols said she was overwhelmed

when she first got the news.
“It was both wonderful and humbling to be recognised in this way. As a
poet you write your poems in solitude,
never knowing who they’ll reach. I feel
so honoured and delighted to be given
this award by Her Majesty and the committee, headed by Poet Laureate, Simon
Armitage and to join the illustrious company of past winners from across the
Commonwealth.
“In my own work I’ve celebrated
my Guyanese/Caribbean/South American heritage in relation to the English
traditions we inherited as a former
British colony. To poetry and the English
language that I love, I’ve brought the
registers of my own Caribbean tongue. I

Grace Nichols

wish my parents, who used to chide me
for straining my eyes, as a small girl
reading by torchlight in bed, were
around to share in this journey that poetry has blessed me with.”
Poet Laureate, Simon Armitage,
said that, over the past four decades,
Grace has been an original, pioneering
voice on the British poetry scene.
“A noted reader and ‘performer’ of
her work, she has embraced the tones of
her adopted country and yet maintained
the cadences of her native tongue. Her
poems are alive with characters from the
folklore and fables of her Caribbean
homeland, and echo with the rhymes and
rhythms of her family and ancestors.
Song-like or prayer-like on occasion,
they exhibit an honesty of feeling and a
generosity of spirit. They are also passionate and sensuous at times, being daring in their choice of subject and
open-hearted in their outlook.
“Above all, Grace Nichols has been
a beacon for black women poets in this
country, staying true to her linguistic coordinates and poetic sensibilities, and offering a means of expression that has
offered inspiration and encouragement
to many. She is a moving elegist, and a
poet of conciliation and constructive dialogue between cultures, but also a voice
of questioning dissent when the occasion
demands.”
Nichols was born in Georgetown,
Guyana in 1950 and worked as a teacher
and journalist before moving to the UK
in 1977. On arrival in the UK, Grace’s
work touched on racial tensions at a time
when immigration was at the centre of
political debates under Margaret
Thatcher’s government.
Her work was often influenced by
the history and culture of her homeland,
in particular the oral story-telling tradition of folk tales, the landscape and the
history of enslavement. Her first collection of poetry, ‘I Is a Long-Memoried
Woman’ (1983) won the Commonwealth
Poetry Prize and a subsequent film adaptation of the book was awarded a gold
medal at the International Film and Television Festival of New York. Since
then, she has published eight more poetry collections as well as prose and several books for younger readers. In 2007
she was elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Literature.
The Gold Medal for Poetry was instituted by King George V in 1933 at the
suggestion of the then Poet Laureate,
John Masefield. The medal is awarded
for excellence in poetry, on the basis of
either a body of work over several years,
or for an outstanding poetry collection
issued during the year of the award. The
poet is from the United Kingdom or a
Commonwealth realm, and the poems
will have been published.
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Guyana gov’t doing everything
it can to ease cost of living
TO ease the rising cost of living,
the government will soon convene a national consultation on the best options to
ease the financial challenges faced by
Guyanese.
President, Dr. Irfaan Ali, said that
having meetings with a cross-section of
stakeholders would allow for open and
frank discussions in addressing “this
multifaceted problem that we are faced
with.”
The Head of State made this announcement on Tuesday afternoon
while pointing to the global challenges
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic
and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
“So, as if COVID-19 was not
enough, the war in Ukraine came upon
us, taking out close to 40 per cent of
global wheat production, taking the
price of oil to as much as $126 per barrel, driving up the costs of transportation, cutting off supplies, and if this was
not enough, China with just an emergence of a few [COVID-19] cases, has
gone into lockdown again,” Dr. Ali said.
President Ali assured Guyanese
that his government is “aggressively”
tackling the issue and examining the
best approach.
He said: “We have already started
discussions, and the government will be
continuing that aggressively with a
cross-section of Guyanese and communities so that we can come up with the
best possible approach; listening to
ideas, listening to some of the connected
issues and then coming up with some
policies.”
He reminded that nearly $5 billion
has been set aside in Budget 2022 for interventions aimed at easing the burden
of the rising cost of living.
Earlier this month, the Head of
State said that dealing with issues affecting the cost of living is at the top of his
government’s agenda and is being tackled head-on.
Since being elected to office, the
government has introduced several
measures to put more disposable income
into the pockets of Guyanese. From the
onset, Value Added Tax (VAT) was re-

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Buying daily food necessities has become increasingly expensive in Guyana

moved from water and electricity.
There has also been a constant increase in old-age pension and public assistance, which, in 2022, put $2.3 billion
and $432 million into the pockets of
Guyanese.
Additionally, the PPP/C government reinstated the “Because We Care”
cash grant and school uniform grant,
which stands at $30,000 per child in
both public and private schools.
The government has also cut excise
tax on fuel on several occasions in light
of rising fuel prices since taking office.
“We have reduced it to a point
where I think it’s at 10 per cent …so that
has been continuously done without
anyone calling for that,” Dr. Ali said.
It was reported recently that con-

sumers in Guyana will not be forced to
pay higher water and electricity rates
stemming from the global surge in fuel
prices because the government will be
subsidising the increased fuel costs.
The increase in fuel prices, like the
increased costs of food and other commodities, has been linked to the
COVID-19 pandemic. More recently,
the price surge has been exacerbated by
the ongoing war in Ukraine. Both the
pandemic and the war have led to supply
chain disruptions and other adverse economic implications.
While speaking at the commissioning of a water well at Lusignan on the
East Coast of Demerara (ECD), on
Tuesday, President Ali lamented that the
cost of fuel increased by more than 100

per cent. This has resulted in the Guyana
Power and Light (GPL) and the Guyana
Water Incorporated (GWI) spending
more than was budgeted to procure fuel
for use.
Consequently, the rates ordinary
consumers pay for water and electricity
services were expected to increase to
offset the rising cost of production. The
Head of State, however, said that the
government will ease the burden on consumers.
“Here in Guyana, the government
is not going to allow that increase to
translate to people. I said to both entities
that you are not going to increase a
cent,” President Ali said at the event,
adding: “The government will take up
the responsibility.”

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Caribbean has foundation for a modern
economy, Ali tells Dubai audience
PRESIDENT, Dr. Irfaan Ali, has
said that the Caribbean region is a stable
platform with all of the components for
a modern and emerging economy.
The Head of State said this during
his keynote address at the Caribbean Investment Forum (CIF2022), hosted by
the Caribbean Export Development
Agency, in association with the
Caribbean Association of Investment
Promotion Agencies (CAIPA), in Dubai.
President Ali outlined the region’s
economic potential and spoke extensively about opportunities in environmental services, the blue economy,
agriculture, infrastructure, tourism and
other areas of potential and predicted
growth.
He said: “Once you have the capital, the foresight, access to technology,
then the Caribbean region is a destination you should be looking at. It is a destination that offers you an opportunity
to build a complex, multifaceted investment platform. And it’s a region that is
looking at being self-sufficient in many
areas.”
The President said that although
the region’s population is small, the
market access it provides through its
booming tourism industry, allows investments to thrive. Coupled with this,
he said that the Caribbean is not only a
zone of peace but an “exclusive zone of
tolerance and inclusiveness”, built on
resilience and diversity.
The location of the region and its
direct access to South, Central and
North America were also highlighted.
“In almost each of these areas, we
have specific investment agreements
and trade arrangements that will give
you a distinct advantage in pursuing
your business interests,” Dr. Ali said.
The Guyana Head of State related
that “a complete rebuild of our logistics
and transportation model” is a priority
of the region.
To this end, he said: “We could create all the goods, but if you don’t have
the means to move the goods and the

Guyana President Ali at the CAIPA conference in Dubai, above and below

services, then you have a serious problem.”
Specific to Guyana, President Ali
said his government is in talks with the
Emirates on developing a logistics hub,
while the Prime Minister of Barbados,
Mia Mottley, will be in the UAE to
work on a project called the ‘Sea
Bridge’.
Those projects, the President said,
will move people, goods and services
throughout the region. He said that
every country in the region is committed
to providing an incentive mechanism to
support this logistics and transportation
model.
“Unless we fix this problem, in
terms of logistics and transportation, we
will not be able to capture the results we
want to capture. So this, by itself, presents an opportunity, a major opportunity
for investors,” Dr. Ali related.
He added, too, that every country
in the region is on a transformative infrastructural drive.
“We are now talking about building a bridge between Guyana and Suri-

name. Suriname is looking to build a
bridge between Suriname and French
Guiana. We are looking at building an
infrastructure that will support the development within the Region… So,
there is the opportunity, and that is why
today, as leaders in the Region, we are
more outward-looking,” the President
said.
The Head of State added that
CARICOM was never able to benefit
from all of the agreements it has forged
around the world since it lacked the
means to infiltrate the larger markets.
This is why, he said, the Caribbean is
showcasing its investment potential to
the Middle East.
Dr. Ali said: “You have the capital,
we have the environment, and we have
the enabling infrastructure to get you
into those markets based on existing
agreement.”
President Ali also spoke extensively on Guyana’s current position, its
ongoing development, and the country’s
future.
In addition to the infrastructural

and logistics expansion and development, the President spoke of Guyana’s
18.3 million hectares of standing forests
covering over 87 per cent of the country’s land. He also highlighted Guyana’s
92.5 gigatonnes of carbon that is conserved (forest stored), which represents
a US$195 billion in the carbon market.
He also spoke of the country’s nonoil natural resources and about
Guyana’s potential in agriculture, especially as it relates to CARICOM’s reduction of its food import bill by 25 per
cent by 2025 through local agriculture
expansion in member states.
Guyana, like other CARICOM nations, the President added, is moving
forward through the use of renewable
energy and through solid, long-term, investments.
CIF2022 is a high-level event that
offers a range of investment opportunities in AgTech, Hotel and Resort Development, Fintech, Logistics and
Transportation.
Today, President Ali will be participating in the Global Business Forum
LATAM, which will be attended by several regional leaders, including the President of the Federative Republic of
Brazil, Jair Bolsonaro and President of
the Republic of Colombia, Ivan Marquez.
The Global Business Forum
LATAM is being held under the Patronage of Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum.
The forum is expected to explore
how the Gulf Co-operation Council
(GCC) and Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) can bolster each
other’s economies post-pandemic.
President Ali is accompanied by
the Minister within the Ministry of Public Works, Deodat Indar; CEO of GOInvest, Dr. Peter Ramsaroop and
Director of Projects in the Office of the
President, Marcia Nadir-Sharma. (Office of the President)
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Guyana schools to reopen fully on April
25, curriculum to address learning loss
Guyana Minister of Education,
Priya Manickchand announced Monday that schools will be fully reopened
on April 25.
On the side lines of the newly
launched artificial intelligence leadership programme, ‘Spark’, the education minister said all systems are being
put in place to reopen schools to address the two years of learning loss.
“Some skills that were acquired
will be lost and forgotten and you
might even have the phenomena of
drop outs presenting itself in larger
numbers than we have ever seen before and we are seeing indications of
all of those things so are we ready…
We are making sure of course that
schools are ready to be reopened fully
from April 25th after the Easter holiday.”
To ensure teachers and students
are prepared for the new term, the
ministry has implemented a staggered
system which will see students revisiting studies from their previous grade
within a 20- week period, before moving on to the new term’s curriculum.
Additionally, the ministry is
working to ensure that every school is

equipped with the necessary tools and
equipment to be fully functional before the new term commences.
The minister also announced a
new programme that will be rolled out
nationally to target literacy loss in the
four core subjects.
“You’re going to see an assault on
illiteracy, you will see an entire national programme rolled out to recover
from the literacy loss we would have
had and all the gains we would have
made that went down the drain in two
years. Every single student is going to
be diagnosed, we are issuing a diagnostic for Mathematics, English, Social Studies and Science – the four
cores. Every student will be diagnosed
and each student will be attended to
individually to make sure that we recover from the covid loss.”
The education ministry announced the closure of schools back in
March 2020, following the onset of the
deadly Coronavirus.
Minister Manickchand said the
pandemic provided the ministry with
the opportunity to review its literacy
programme.
Education Minister Priya Manickchand

800 jobs for Region Two residents
VICE-PRESIDENT, Dr. Bharrat
Jagdeo, on Tuesday, announced that
the government will make available
some 800 temporary jobs to residents
of Region Two to supplement the income of those “feeling the squeeze” of
the increase in cost of living stimulated
by external factors beyond Guyana’s
control.
Region Two is primarily an agriculture-based region and the government is actively looking at ways and
means to increase employment in the
region, the Vice-President told a receptive gathering that included farmers
and GOAL Scholarship awardees at
the Anna Regina Multilateral School.
The jobs, he said, will be soon advertised. It will not cater for more than
one person per family, he said and will
include work at government offices
and institutions.
This aside, he also related that the
government will be allocating some
250 grants for small business to persons in the region with viable business
proposals.
In addition to those initiatives and
in keeping with its vision to create
more jobs in the region, the government is looking to co-invest with businesses and companies, particularly for
the establishment of call centres in the
region.
Jagdeo told the gathering at the

Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo

Anna Regina Multilateral School that
the government is willing to invest in
setting up the shell or building of those

businesses and help in other ways feasible to get them into operation so that
they will generate employment for the

people of Region Two.
The government is aiming to employ some 1,000 Region Two residents
through the establishment of call centres there. This year, it has allocated
some $1 billion in the national budget
for road projects in the region; this will
also create hundreds of jobs for Region
Two residents.
A US$30 million state-of-the-art
hospital will also be built at Anna
Regina this year, which the Vice-President said, will reduce the need for residents of Region Two to travel to
Georgetown for critical medical treatment.
And these are not all of the major
infrastructural works that will be executed in the region this year. Jagdeo
told residents that two water treatment
systems will be built in the region, a
solar energy project will come on
board to enable stable power supply in
the region as well as the dredging of
the mouth of the Pomeroon River. The
latter project is expected to significantly reduce flooding in the
Pomeroon.
Those projects will improve services to residents, enhance the landscape of the region and will provide
jobs for hundreds, many of whom are
currently dealing with increase in
prices for basic commodities as well as
fuel and fertilisers.
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Guyana Public Service to see ‘transformational development’: Westford
AS the Ministry of Public Service continues to effectively train public servants, a massive virtual capacity
development workshop on the digitisation of the public sector was held on
Tuesday, in collaboration with key
representatives from the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (UNDESA).
The workshop directed its focus
on promoting innovation and digital
governance, as the world continues to
depend on technological advancement.
In line with the United Nation’s
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Guyana is working to ensure
that by 2030, there is a significant increase in “the availability of highquality, timely and reliable data”.
Adviser to the Minister of Public
Service Dr. Jennifer Westford, in her
feature address to the virtual forum,
said the government remains committed to ensuring Guyana is kept abreast
with every global advancement.
“At this level of government, I
can confirm that there is a strong commitment to propel Guyana into the

digital age, especially since technological advancement seems to be coming
at a fast pace,” Dr. Westford said.
The Member of Parliament and
former Minister of Public Service said
the workshop is just the beginning of a
massive transformation that will be
seen in the public service in the coming years.
“It is the government’s hope that
this forum will help us to craft a national roadmap for change, and kickstart the process of awareness for our
people, beginning with the administration of our staff and the public sector,”
Dr. Westford affirmed.
In her budget presentation during
the Budget 2022 debates, Minister of
Public Service Sonia Parag said that
the training division of the ministry
will receive a new breath of life.
“We intend to breathe some life
into that critical department, and ensure that the programmes offered are
impactful and worthy of the time people spend taking them to ensure a result-oriented public service,” the
minister said. (DPI)

Adviser to the Minister of Public Service Dr. Jennifer Westford
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Linden improvement creates 100s of jobs
RESIDENTS of Linden, Region
10, are well positioned to access direct
job opportunities, as the authorities commence and continue major infrastructural projects in the region.
The Ministry of Public Works is undertaking billions of dollars worth of
road works and other infrastructural
projects in the region.
In a recent interview with the Department of Public Information (DPI),
Subject Minister Bishop Juan Edghill
said that job creation is a priority on the
government’s agenda, and the new development plan will ensure this is realised.
“In our government layout of development, we are seeking that when works
are being done in a region, materials and
products, goods and services could be
provided from that region.
“The money must be spent in that
region and circulated; we are doing that
all across the country. People that can be
employed from that region must be employed. So, opportunities for employment are coming; so Lindeners have to
now be able to log in,” Minister Edghill
said.
The sum of $6 billion was earmarked for the construction of the Linden-Mabura Hill Road. Upgrades to the
121km gravel-and-asphaltic concrete

road will transform the lives of persons
living and doing business in the hinterland.
A further $4.1 billion has also been
budgeted for the construction of 32
bridges along the Kurupukari to Lethem
corridor.
Additionally, works on the Wismar
and Mackenzie Waterfront Development
Project are expected to recommence
soon.
The Hinterland and Urban Road
Project is progressing, as work on Phase
Two of the Mabura to Malali and
Mabura to Muritaro roads has commenced.
The road in the Landersville,
Kwakwani sub-district will also undergo
additional development works, as it was
severely damaged by the May/June flood
last year.
“We are advancing the development programme, so there is a pot of
money that has been allocated for miscellaneous Urban and Hinterland roads,
nationally. So, every region will be seeing development, and Linden will not be
left out.”
Meanwhile, the Amerindian reservation, Hururu, will see major improvements, as work on the internal road from
that community to Wikki/Calcuni has
also commenced. (DPI)

One of the road projects in the Linden region
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Guyana President Ali: ‘Our
economy is becoming stronger’
THE resilience of Guyana’s economy is being demonstrated as the country continues to progress despite
grappling with the effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and, more recently, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
In his message to commemorate
the Festival of Colours, Phagwah, President Dr. Irfaan Ali, said: “This year,
we have much cause for celebration;
our country is on the path towards a return to normalcy. The evidence suggests that the local COVID-19 outbreak
is waning, so much so that we have
been able to relax social restrictions.
However, we must continue to exercise
good sense.”
The Head of State went on to say:
“Our economy is becoming stronger; it
is rebounding from the two-year-long
effects of the coronavirus pandemic.
Businesses, both local and foreign, are
capitalising on the unfolding opportunities and, in the process, generating jobs
and providing incomes for our citizens.”
Further, the One Guyana agenda,
according to Dr. Ali, is gaining traction,
and bringing Guyanese closer together.
In his view, it is promoting peace and
unity, and it is also creating conditions
for the benefit of the common good.
“Guyanese are a resilient people.

Guyana President Irfaan Ali

Faced in the past with daunting and difficult circumstances, they have proven
adept and resourceful at overcoming

challenges,” the Head of State posited,
adding: “As such, I am supremely confident that with the interventions

planned by my government, we will
surmount the problems associated with
the global supply-chain crisis, and the
effects of the war in Eastern Europe.”
As Guyanese and people the world
over observe the Festival of Phagwah,
President Ali urged persons to spare a
thought for persons not only in
Ukraine, but also in other parts of the
world who are subject to the horrific effects of war.
He urged persons to also commit
to ensuring continued peace, and
greater harmony at home.
“Phagwah reaffirms our common
humanity. The zestful sprinkling of
‘abeer’, and the liberal smearing of
‘abrack’ symbolically erase social and
economic distinctions. No wonder
Guyanese of all classes and ethnicities
join in enthusiastically celebrating this
joyous festival in a carnival of
colours,” President Ali said, adding:
“The religious significance of
Phagwah recalls the eternal belief
shared by peoples of all faiths: That
goodness will eventually triumph over
evil; that gloom and difficulties are but
transitory, and will eventually give way
to resurgent hope and harmony, and
that we must offer thanks and praise for
the nature’s bounty.”

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Guyana’s forest-management
system one of the best worldwide
WITH over 87 per cent forest
cover, Guyana boasts one of the best
forest-management systems in the
world, Minister of Natural Resources
Vickram Bharrat has said.
Minister Bharrat was at the time
delivering remarks at the launch of a
week of activities in commemoration of
International Day of Forests 2022 at the
Guyana Forestry Commission (GFC),
in downtown Kingston.
He said there have been tremendous efforts to conserve and protect
Guyana’s forest, and that the GFC and
Protected Areas Commission (PAC)
have played a significant role in this regard.
“It’s always so difficult to balance
the extraction of natural resources with
the preservation or protection of the environment; that is one of the more difficult tasks there are, but with our system
in Guyana, we have been doing a good
job, and we will continue to do our part
in saving thew world. We will continue
to keep our forest standing, so that the
world can breathe,” Minister Bharrat
said.
He added that in the context of the
conversation on climate change, the
country must continue to focus on the
sustainability of its natural resources,
and examine ways in which it can carry
out its mining, logging and petroleum
activities while continuing to be carbon
neutral.
“Guyana is a blessed country, because we are now an oil-producing
country, but yet we are carbon-neutral,
and that is something many countries
which are producing oil cannot boast
of,” Minister Bharrat related.
Further, he said that Guyana’s
forests can sequester 19.5 gigatons of
carbon, and that the entire world’s carbon emission for power generation is
about 13 gigatons of carbon dioxide.
This means that Guyana’s forests could
offset the carbon emission for the
world’s power generation.
To this end, he said the reintroduction of the Low-Carbon Development
Strategy (LCDS) 2030 signals a further
commitment by the Government of
Guyana to ensure the country plays its
role in the protection of the biodiversity
of Guyana and, by extension, the
world’s.
The new and extended programme, which is still in its draft

Guyana is employing tremendous efforts to manage its vast forests, says Minister Vickram Bharatt

stages, seeks to create a new low-carbon economy in Guyana by establishing incentives which value the world’s
ecosystem services, and promote these
as an essential component of a new
model of global development with sustainability at its core.
The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed March 21, International Day of Forests in 2012, to

celebrate and raise awareness of the importance of all types of forests.
This year, the GFC has planned a
series of activities to commemorate the
day including a mini exhibition of forest products at its Kingston office.
Outreaches will also be held in Regions
Three, Four and Six, under the theme,
‘Forests and Sustainable Production
and Consumption.

Meanwhile, Godfrey Marshall was
recognised for 50 years of service to
the GFC.
Also present were British High
Commissioner, Jane Miller; Canadian
High Commissioner, Mark Berman and
other members of the diplomatic corps,
as well as members of the private sector and other stakeholders within the
forestry sector. (DPI)
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Legendary Indian cricketer Kapil Dev: I cried

Kapil Dev on why he walked out
of cinema during ‘83’
Kapil Dev recently spoke about the film ‘83’
about his role in the famous cricket match, and revealed why he walked out of the theatre while
watching the Kabir Khan directorial.
The cricketer said that the first time he saw
the, he was like 'okay this is a film'. He said that It
did not impact him. But the second time became
very emotional. He said that he couldn't believe that
their lives have been transpired so beautifully on
screen. All these years he thought 'Bhaag Milkha
Bhaag' was the ultimate sports film but he was so
touched with '83.
He further revealed that he actually walked out
of the theatre the third time. He recalled how he
couldn't stop crying while watching the film the
second time. He added that he couldn't watch it
again. He said, 'How long can you remember your

childhood memories? Especially when you are with
your teammates, you are reminded of all the things
you did. Characters were changed, scenes were
changed, but the story wasn't changed."
Kapil Dev was also seen praising Ranveer
Singh for his solid performance. He added that his
daughter said that the moment Ranveer steps out of
the bus, she too was taken aback by the similarities.
'83 also starred Harrdy Sandhu, Tahir Raj
Bhasin, Ammy Virk, Saqib Saleem, Jatin Sarna and
Guyanese Tagenarine Chanderpaul, son of legendary cricketer Shivnarine Chanderpaul, and others.
After a long delay due to the pandemic, it finally saw the day of light in theatres last year in
December.
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Marcus Bisram walks free after
CCJ rules in his favour
The Caribbean Court of Justice
(CCJ) on Tuesday ruled against the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP)
Shalimar Ali Hack, SC, in the case for
which she had ordered that GuyaneseAmerican businessman Marcus Bisram
be committed to face a trial in the High
Court for murder.
Bisram was facing a murder charge
for the death of Berbice carpenter,
Faiyaz Narinedatt. He was discharged
twice by a Magistrate for the murder but
was recharged at the directions of the
DPP.
The matter ended up in the Guyana
Court of Appeal last year and after a decision that he must face a complete trial
for the murder, Bisram and his team of
lawyers took the matter to the CCJ.
At the CCJ, Bisram’s attorney, Darshan Ramdhanie, QC, had asked the CCJ
to strike down Section 72 (1) and (2) (ii)
(b) of the Criminal Law (Procedure) Act
which empowers the DPP, to, inter alia,
direct a Magistrate to commit an accused
person to stand trial in circumstances
where said Magistrate, after conducting
a Preliminary Inquiry, discharges that accused person.
In the decision, the CCJ made the
order that “Until the National Assembly
makes suitable provision, Section 72 is
modified to excise those provisions permitting the DPP to direct the Magistrate.

In lieu thereof, a DPP aggrieved at the
discharge of an accused by a Magistrate
after the whole of the proceedings at a
PI, may apply ex parte to a judge of the
Supreme Court for an order that the discharged person be arrested and committed, if the judge is of the view that the
material placed before the judge justified
such a course of action.”
In delivering the ruling, the President of the CCJ, Justice Adrian Saunders
upheld Ramdhanie’s contentions and allowed the appeal. The CCJ also ordered
that the decision made by the Magistrate
to dismiss the murder charge against
Bisram be restored. It was ordered that
Bisram not be committed for trial only
on the evidence led before the Magistrate.
Justice Saunders emphasised
nonetheless, that nothing prevents the
DPP from re-arresting and charging Bisram if fresh evidence is found.
“The Court also found that it would
be unjust, in all of the circumstances, for
Bisram to be made to answer any charge
of murder in this case on the same evidence as was presented to the Magistrate. However, because Bisram, at least
in terms of the law, was never placed in
jeopardy, nothing prevents the DPP from
having him re-arrested and charged
again if fresh evidence was obtained
linking him to the alleged murder,” the

Marcus Bisram

CCJ judge said in the decision.
The CCJ also declared that Section
72 of the Criminal Law (Procedure) Act
violates the separation of powers and is
also inconsistent with articles 122A and
144 of the Constitution.
The CCJ noted that if the DPP
wants to instruct a Magistrate in the future to commit any accused person to
stand trial , the DPP will have to move
to the High Court first.
On June 1, last, the Court of Appeal
handed down a ruling in favour of the

DPP who had asked that the decision by
High Court Judge, Simone Morris-Ramlall, be overturned.
Morris-Ramlall had acquitted Bisram of the murder charge despite orders
by the DPP that he be committed to face
a murder trial in the High Court. Bisram
was extradited from the United States to
face charges for the 2016 crime, and had
previously faced a preliminary trial in
the Magistrates’ Court. Magistrate
Renita Singh, after a preliminary inquiry,
had ruled that there was insufficient evidence to send him to the High Court for
trial.
The DPP had, however, invoked her
powers under Section 72 (1) and (2) (ii)
(b) of the Criminal Law Offences Act,
and directed the Magistrate to reopen the
inquiry with a view of committing Bisram to the High Court for trial. Her directions were complied with but Bisram
challenged the DPP’s right to instruct the
Magistrate. In a subsequent decision Justice Morris-Ramlall quashed the DPP’s
orders.
Justice Morris-Ramlall also ordered
that the DPP be prohibited from instituting the charges against Bisram again. It
is this order that the DPP challenged in
the Appeal Court. Bisram through his attorney, Arudranauth Gossai, had crossappealed challenging the DPP’s right to
order the Magistrate.

Drug Bond employees arrested in raid
A MALE employee of the Materials Management Unit (MMU) of the
Guyana Ministry of Health has been
arrested after police found a large
quantity of cash, two guns and ammunition in a car belonging to him.
According to a police report, officers visited the MMU at Diamond on
the East Bank of Demerara, on Monday, to investigate a simple larceny report.
As part of the investigations, officers interviewed several employees
who were listed as suspects in the alleged crime.
“They all denied the allegation
and investigators proceeded to search
a motorcar [PAB 3032], owned by one
of the male suspects and found on the
back seat, one duffel bag which when
opened, contained a 9MM Luger pistol without magazine and two rounds
of 9MM ammunition,” according to
the police.
Further, officers also found one
.380 pistol with magazine containing
seven matching rounds of ammunition

Guns and ammunition seized during the police raid

and over $4.5 million in cash. In the
side pocket of the said bag there were
20 rounds of .380 ammunition.

The vehicle owner, police said,
was cautioned about the offence committed and allegedly replied: “Officer

leh we deal with this before it reach de
station.”
A sting operation, police said,
was set in motion and the man was arrested along with other employees of
the state entity. The suspects were
taken to the Golden Grove Police Station, where they were placed into custody pending further investigations.
Upon being questioned by officers of the Criminal Investigations Depart (CID) while at the station, the
owner of the motorcar requested his
bag, withdrew $1,750,000 and offered
same to police investigators.
At this point, he was told of the
new offence committed, “corrupt
transaction by agent,” and cautioned
in accordance with the judge’s rules.
To this, the Health Ministry’s employee replied: “Well sir tek de whole
bag a money, all I want is me freedom.”
The money, firearms and ammunition were lodged and the suspect
was kept in custody, as investigations
continue.
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Guyana, Suriname eye partnership in
agriculture, mining and energy
Guyana and its eastern neighbour
Suriname, is set to tackle three main
areas of business as the private sector of
the English and Dutch speaking nations
strengthen bilateral relations. Guyana’s
Private Sector Commission (PSC) and
the Suriname Trade and Industry Association (VSB) have established a
Guyana-Suriname Private Sector Business Council, dedicated to strengthening
economic ties and initiatives regarding
shared interests and the creation of the
envisioned Single Market and Economy.
PSC Chairman, Paul Cheong, told
Kaieteur News that the Council which
was formed March 16, is gearing to,
“immediately commence work in the
areas of agriculture, mining and energy.”
In tackling the areas mentioned,
Cheong said that the body will be looking at existing trade barriers. “The Council will first take a comprehensive look
at these barriers in relation to the free
movement of goods and services and
take immediate action to address these
areas.” Cheong noted however, that as a
new body, the Council is in the process
of compiling necessary information regarding barriers and where work in the
mentioned business areas could commence.

Some members of the new Guyana-Suriname Business Council

A press release from the PSC said
that as the governments of Guyana and
Suriname strengthen bilateral relations,
the countries’ private sector also realized

the importance of their involvement as
the engines for growth and development
in both countries.
Cheong described the collaboration

as historic noting that, “The relationship
with Suriname is necessary.” He said
that there are many synergies that could
be achieved.
According to the release, VSB’s
Chairman, Bryan Renten said, “The private sector will find opportunities to collaborate in the various sectors, and with
the assistance of the Guyanese and Surinamese governments are working on the
removal of all barriers for the realization
of efficient bilateral trade.” The VSB
Chair noted that the Council’s next meeting will see a detailed strategy, with a list
of issues that would need to be addressed.
The PSC release said that the Council’s information was shared with Suriname’s President, His Excellency,
Chandrikapersad Santokhi during a
courtesy visit by the newly established
Council Chair.
The Council’s first official meeting
was held on March 16, 2022, where ambitious but necessary targets were set,
and a meeting agenda for the next 12
months was set out. The next council
meeting is slated to be held in May 2022
in Guyana, after which bi-monthly meetings will be held, the PSC said.

CRIME & COURTS

Man arrested for murder in soldier’s death
A 28-year-old man who was arrested for the murder of a Guyana Defence Force (GDF) medex, who was
stabbed to death during a brawl at his
sister’s wedding last Sunday, was on
Monday remanded to prison.
The defendant, Nizam Persaud, a
mason of Good Hope Squatting area,
East Coast Demerara (ECD), made his
first court appearance at the Vigilance
Magistrate’s Court before Senior Magistrate, Fabayo Azore where the capital
charge of murder was read to him.
Persaud was not required to plead
to the charge which alleged that on
March 13, last at Lot 143 Phase Two,
Good Hope, ECD he murdered 30year-old Chavez Mangal.
Magistrate Azore remanded the
young man to prison and the matter was
adjourned to May 13, 2022 for statements.
It was reported that on the night of
March 13, 2022 the fatal stabbing was
perpetrated by a group of uninvited
guests.

Mangal’s younger sister got married that day and it was at the groom’s
residence that he was allegedly stabbed.
One of the dead man’s sisters said
that while everyone was enjoying
themselves, there was a group of young
men who were picking trouble with
some girls on the dance floor. She related that the young men are from the
Good Hope area but they were not invited to the wedding.
“There were these young guys
there by the music set drinking and
touching girls as they dance,” the
woman explained. According to her, it
was one of her cousins and the young
men who had an altercation after that.
The woman said when the fight
broke out, the men started to pelt beer
bottles at each other, causing the guests
at the wedding to run and hide. Mangal
was stabbed while trying to be a peacemaker between his cousin and the
group of young men.
After he got stabbed, he reportedly
ran into the kitchen where he collapsed,

Dead: Chavez Mangal

and it was one of his sisters that discovered that he was injured and rushed him
to the hospital.
A police report stated that it was
one of the suspects who was at the DJ
booth at the time, that pulled a knife
from his waist and stabbed the GDF
rank to his right upper chest.
An eyewitness who related the
stabbing incident to police was also injured during the ordeal. Similar to what

Mangal’s sister said, the police reported
that the four young men had armed
themselves with glass bottles and had
thrown the bottles at the building, after
which they ran away.
The report also states that the 24year-old DJ who had exited the yard
during the commotion, was confronted
by one of the suspects who chopped
him to his left hand and robbed him of
a Mac Pro Book laptop computer valued some $130,000. The injured DJ
was taken to the Georgetown Public
Hospital Corporation (GPHC) where he
was examined and admitted.
According to police, Mangal, who
was rushed to the Dr. Balwant Singh
Hospital, succumbed to his injuries
around 01:00hrs on Monday, March 14.
Mangal, who worked in the army for
about 10 years, resided at Enterprise
Garden, ECD and was described as a
loving and caring person.
It was reported that Persaud was
arrested about five houses away from
where the incident occurred.
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JA school reels from tragedy after
star student stabbed to death
A week after parents in Trelawney,
Jamaica admitted to the Sunday Observer newspaper that they encourage
their children to take weapons to school
to defend themselves while heading
home, a 16-year-old grade 10 student at
William Knibb Memorial High School
in this parish was stabbed to death on
Monday during a dispute with his classmate, allegedly over a stolen 'guard'
ring.
The dead student — Khamal Hall
of a Deeside, Trelawny, address — was
the goalkeeper of the school's football
team that competed in the recent daCosta Cup competition.
His 16-year-old classmate has since
been taken into police custody. The police confirmed that they have the ring
and the murder weapon in their possession.
Several teachers wept openly during a counselling session with a team
from the Ministry of Education.
“Totally devastated! We have never
had any incident like this before and we
are really trying to cope,” a visibly
shaken Acting Principal Audrey Steele
told reporters.
She noted that the incident occurred five minutes into the lunch break
when an altercation developed between
Hall and the classmate who had accused
Hall of stealing a ring from a friend near
the school canteen.
A knife was later brought into play
and Hall was reportedly stabbed twice.
He was rushed to Falmouth Public General Hospital where he succumbed to his
injuries while undergoing treatment.
The atmosphere at the front of the
Accident and Emergency section of the
hospital was equally sombre, as Hall's
mother, brother, other family members,
and residents cried uncontrollably.
The mother of the student accused
of stabbing Hall was also observed
weeping before she was whisked inside
the hospital.
Hall's mother was too devastated to
speak to the media. Her son, David
Swaby, whose face was contorted in
grief, could only offer a few words about
his brother's athletic prowess.
“He was a talented youth. He was
the goalkeeper for his school which
went to the quarter-finals of the daCosta
Cup. Him do track and field, him is a
good sportsman,” Swaby said.
A Deeside resident, who was
among the throng of onlookers who converged at the hospital, said that Hall was
a very quiet, well-behaved individual.
“He doesn't even talk. He is so
quiet and he doesn't give any trouble,”
said the resident.
The acting principal concurred,
adding that the student accused of the
stabbing was not a troublemaker.
“Both students were well-behaved.
We never had any problem with them.
As you know, he [Hall] was the school's
goalkeeper. Quite a pleasant young man,

Distraught relatives of schoolboy Khamal Hall react to his murder

so there were no major problems with
both young men,” she said.
The senior educator, however,
lamented that recently the school has
been dogged by a new trend which sees
the students wearing rings.
“Many of these students are wearing these rings that they seem to value
dearly. We have quite a few that we have
confiscated over time, quite a few that
we have confiscated. So I don't know
what value they have placed on these
rings, but we are constantly taking away
these rings, and the more you confiscate
them the more they come,” Steele said.
When asked if the rings are 'guard'
rings, Steele responded: “That's what
they are saying. So if you check everybody's drawer in the school you will find
many, many more. I have about five
more somewhere. So there is this new
trend where they come in with these
rings and that's at the centre of the contention.”
In local folklore so-called guard
rings are said to provide the wearer with
protection from a range of ills.
Steele added that the students are
also finding ingenious means to take
weapons, such as knives and scissors, to
school undetected.
She said hours before the fatal stabbing two boys were suspended after they
were found in possession of knives last
Friday. “We have zero tolerance when it
comes to weapons, so you can just imagine the shock today when this happened.
“I have been trying to avert things
like these, but the students have been
creative in the way they conceal their
weapons. In the incident today the boy

told us that he had it (the knife) in his
shoes. They are very, very creative,” the
acting principal said.
Classes were suspended for the rest
of Monday following the tragedy.
“After speaking to the chairman,
we decided that we had to pause and decide how best to deal with the matter as

sensitively and delicately as possible.
We sent a message to the parents in the
group that we have decided to dismiss a
little earlier and then grouped with the
teachers to strategise, and personnel
from the ministry came in to dialogue,”
said Steele.
Ironically, the school's principal,
Linvern Wright, who is on leave and is
also head of the Jamaica Association of
Principals of Secondary Schools, during
an interview denounced the act of students taking knives to school.
“It is of concern, and principals and
deans of discipline along with teachers
are really trying to be alert to ensure that
these things don't pass the school gates
and then go beyond that to having children injured. It is a problem we have to
deal with nationally. The police have it
to deal with, and I think parents have it
to deal with at home because of the mentality that we have. We just have to see
how we can mitigate it as we go along,”
Wright had said.
In the Sunday Observer story, one
parent had said that she insisted that her
son take a scissors to school when he
began secondary education.
“This is not something that came
with COVID… or just now that face-toface classes start again. I have been
telling my son to hide a scissors in his
bag and take to school for years now…
since he started high school. Remember,
all kinds of people out on the road and,
to get to and from school, my son uses
public transportation. Anything can happen, especially now,” the woman said.

Adult clubs re-open as
curfew comes to an end
With the reopening of the entertainment sector in Jamaica, major players in
the adult entertainment industry are cranking up their offerings of flesh, fun and
frolicking.
Taboo, the Ultimate Adult Playground, will kick off a big splash with a set
of performances featuring dancehall's newest sensation Skeng. The showcase is
expected to take place at all three locations, beginning March 25 in Kingston,
before moving on to Ocho Rios on March 26 and climaxing in Montego Bay on
March 27.
"Corona gave us lemons and we made champagne," Corey Todd, co-owner
of Taboo, the Ultimate Adult Playground, said, pointing out that during the pandemic, Taboo expanded to become a global brand with the addition of Taboo:
Miami, in Florida.
Todd, who retained most of his staff during the pandemic, said he did so
through a variety of creative methods such as shift systems and pay cuts to ensure that he did not abandon his staff in their darkest hour.
That commitment has seemingly paid off, as most of Taboo's employees
are already in place to usher in a massive return.
Todd's wife, Shemara, promised an array of decadent top-tier exotic
dancers, reality TV stars and high class strippers, at the club's locations in Jamaica in the next few months.
With the withdrawal of a night-time curfew under the Disaster Risk Management Act (DRMA) for the first time in two years, popular actor and adult
entertainment mogul Garfield 'Bad Boy Trevor' Reid says he plans to hit the
ground running, when the doors to his exotic club, Lucky 38 re-opens.
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T&T AG Faris Al Rawi loses
post in Cabinet reshufﬂe
THE changes announced in the
Cabinet reshuffle on Wednesday last
week, will be manifested in Parliament,
this week.
Attorney General Reginald Armour
SC and businessman Laurence Hislop
will be officially sworn-in as government senators when the Senate sits on
Tuesday for private members' day.
Armour and Hislop's appointments
as government senators were part of a
wider Cabinet reshuffle announced by
the Office of the Prime Minister on
Wednesday. Armour was sworn in as
AG at President's House, St Ann's on the
same day. He replaced San Fernando
West MP Faris Al-Rawi as attorney general. Al-Rawi is now Rural Development and Local Government Minister.
The revocations of Clarence
Rambharat's senatorial appointment and
government senator Nigel De Freitas'
position as Senate Vice-President are
also expected to be announced.
De Freitas was appointed as a Minister in the Agriculture Ministry, with responsibility for lands.
Rambharat resigned as a government senator and agriculture minister.
Government senator Kazim Hosein now
assumes the latter role. Hosein was formerly the rural development and local
government minister.
Rambharat was also Leader of
Government Business in the Senate.
As the two most senior government
members in the Senate, either Trade and
Industry Minister Paula Gopee-Scoon or
Foreign and Caricom Affairs Minister
Dr Amery Browne seem to be potential
candidates to replace Rambharat as
leader of government business.
Government senator Dr Muhammad Ibrahim will also be announced as
the new Senate Vice-President to replace De Freitas.
The main item on the Senate's
agenda is debate on a private motion
filed by Independent Senator Amrita
Deonarine on a policy framework to
navigate the foreign exchange market.
The House of Representatives sits
on Wednesday from 10 am. One of the
items on the House's agenda is debate on
a motion to adopt a report of the Joint
Select Committee on the Miscellaneous
Provisions (Local Government Reform)
Bill, 2020.
Immediately after his reassignment, Al-Rawi said he was excited to
become the new Rural Development
and Local Government Minister.
"I have been assigned the tremendous responsibility of driving one of the
major planks of Government focus by
ensuring the delivery of meaningful

Former T&T Attorney General Faris Al Rawi with Prime Minister Keith Rowley

local government reform to ensure the
betterment of the lives of the people of
our nation."
The motion was filed by
Arouca/Maloney MP Camille Robinson-Regis, who was appointed Housing

Minister in the Cabinet reshuffle. Former housing minister Pennelope Beckles assumed Robinson-Regis' former
portfolio as Planning Minister.
Wednesday’s sitting marks the second sitting of the House for this month.

In accordance with the House's standing
orders, the Prime Minister will answer
questions from the Opposition during
prime minister's question time, on that
day.

New TT AG is Dominica-born
New T&T Attorney General Reginald Armour, SC,
has assured that his appointment as a member of the
cabinet is in full compliance with this country's constitution.
Following the announcement of his selection on the
weekend, questions were raised about whether he holds
dual citizenship and therefore not able to hold the post.
According to the constitution, no person shall be
qualified to be appointed as a senator if they are a citizen of a country other than Trinidad and Tobago.
But, Armour stated, “I am aware that the question
has been raised concerning my dual citizenship. I am a
proud citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. I am also by birth,
a citizen of Dominica. I carry and use my Trinidad and
Tobago passport proudly. I do not possess nor use a Dominica passport. In this regard, I am satisfied that I took
my oath of office yesterday in full compliance with the
constitution of Trinidad and Tobago, which I am sworn
to uphold.”
In a surprise reshuffle of his cabinet, Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley moved former Attorney General
Faris al-Rawi to the Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development and appointed Armour as his successor.
“I have been focusing on getting up to speed and
acquainting myself, consistent with my oath and our
constitution,” he said.
According to Armour, "As chief legal adviser to the

Reginald Armour SC

cabinet, led by our Prime Minister DrKeith Rowley, I
am committed to giving my best legal services to the
government and people of Trinidad and Tobago.”
Armour is a former President of the Law Association, serving from 2015 – 2107.He also served as a
Court of Appeal Judge of the Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court as well as a High Court Judge in
Trinidad and Tobago.
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Parents pen farewell letter to
'sweet kids' who ﬁnd them dead
A Princes Town couple who appear
to have died by suicide over the weekend
left a letter to their children – a nineyear-old daughter and a six-year-old son
– apologising for leaving them without
parents.
Shaline Ramkissoon, 38, and her
common-law husband Steve "Ricky"
Jugmohan, 40, died on Saturday.
Their daughter found the bodies in
their La Paille Road home.
Ramkissoon’s grieving mother,
Rena Ramkissoon, 61, later found the
hand-written letter addressed to "my
sweet kids."
"We are so sorry for what we have
done but we are in too deep with little or
no time. We really tried but we never got
through. (Daughter’s name) please help
take care of (son’s name)," the letter said.
"Ricky said the green-band maxi
belongs to him and he is leaving it for
(daughter and son). Everything that he
was supposed to get here he is leaving it
for (daughter and son). We love you both
but our time ran out. Sorry babies."
The letter was signed by
Ramkissoon and included Jugmohan’s
name and identification card number.
Ramkissoon’s relatives said it was her
handwriting.
The girl found her parents dead
shortly before noon on Saturday.
She told relatives that earlier, they
hugged and kissed her then said their
goodbyes. She then went to sleep not
knowing it would be the last time they
would speak to her.
"Mom and Dad came, hugged and
kissed me. They said bye-bye, and I went
back to lay on the bed," the girl told relatives.
She was up earlier to care for her
pet dog but went back to sleep after hugging and kissing her parents.
When the girl woke up, her night-

Steve Jugmohan and Shaline Ramkissoon

mare began. At first, she thought her
mother was asleep on the ground near
the bed. The child went to the bathroom
and found her father’s body.
"I was calling her, and she was not
waking up," the girl recalled on Monday.
The girl alerted other relatives.
Ramkissoon, a Play Whe booth operator, and Jugmohan, lived on the
ground floor of his family’s home with
their two children.
Ramkissoon has two other children,
15 and 16, from a previous relationship.
They live abroad with their father.
Jugmohan has a daughter from a
previous relationship and she lives on the
top floor of the house with her mother
and other relatives.
Ramkissoon's daughter is now stay-

ing at the home of Ramkissoon’s parents
in St John’s Village in San Fernando.
However, the girl’s brother is with their
father’s mother.
On Friday night, the child sat in the
same room where the couple recorded a
video on a cell phone about what they intended to do. The couple and children
shared the same bedroom. The couple
also expressed their love for their children.
The couple also said they had financial problems.
Ramkissoon’s mother said that her
granddaughter did not see when the couple took their last breaths. The girl’s
brother, who has a hole in his heart, was
on the top floor with relatives.
Rena said Ramkissoon would usu-

ally drop off the children at her home on
mornings and pick them up in the
evening or night after work.
On Saturday, Ramkissoon had already packed the children’s bag to spend
the day with their grandparents. Rena
found the letter in the bag.
Rena said she had no idea how
much money her daughter owed or who
she owed it to.
To help pay off the debt, Rena and
her 75-year-old husband Ramesh
Ramkissoon, as well as relatives abroad,
gave Ramkissoon a total of $50,000 late
last year.
"The money I had to fix my house,
I give her. I am not well off, but anybody
could pass by my old house here and get
a meal. We are humble poor people. Shaline was stressed out and worried.
"Whenever I buy groceries, I buy
food for my grandchildren. I love my 11
or 12 grandchildren and my great grand
equally. I always pray for God to bless
them. Every day they (Ramkissoon’s
children) are here by me. They have
been going to school from here."
Jugmohan’s family has the other
child, but Rena does not want the children to be separated. She wants to care
for both.
Ramkissoon’s
sister
Nandie
Ramkissoon said members of the Children’s Authority visited the home on
Sunday.
Members of the police’s Victim
Support Unit visited the family on Monday.
Nandie said: "When I saw Shaline
(Shaline’s body) she looked like a sleeping doll. She looked really beautiful. I do
not know who they were owing or for
what reason."
Sgt Malloo of the Princes Town police station is leading investigations.

Sister: I knew something was wrong
When Sharon Jugmohan found
out that her brother Steve Jugmohan,
40, had sold two of his vehicles, she
knew that something was wrong.
“I wanted to know why because
those were vehicles that my mom and
dad buy for us,” she said.
But while she suspected financial
troubles, Steve did not reveal the extent
of his family’s debt.
She said they were very private
people.
“I mean they had the problem but
I like what kind of money they could
have been owing so that they had to resort to that,” she said.
Steve, a taxi driver, and his wife
Sharlene Ramkissoon, 38, a Lotto

booth operator, were found dead by
their daughter at their La Paille Road,
Princes Town home on Saturday (see
above story).
Reporters spoke with Sharon outside the Forensic Science Centre on
Monday.
She said both sides of the family
are still struggling to come to terms
with the reality.
“They young, she’s 38 he’s 40,
they still in the prime time of their life
and their kids young,” she cried.
Sharon said they have not told the
couple’s 6-year-old son what happened
to his parents.
“It’s really hard to explain to him,
he didn’t see when his mom body had

Sharon Jugmohan

left…he saw when they were carrying
the dad and he said aunty I saw dad, he
see his dad foot like through the bag,”
she said.
The sister said his parents sent the
boy upstairs where she lives on Thursday, but she thought nothing of it since
they share the responsibility.
But in hindsight, she believes it
was part of the plan, especially since
they sent him with his clothes.
“We would switch taking care of
them but they actually left him,” she
said.
Sharon said she was not aware of
her brother having gambling problems
and their main focus now is protecting
the children.
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Pakistan whip West Indies in
rain-affected Women's W/Cup
PAKISTAN whipped the West Indies by eight wickets on Monday, in a
rain-affected clash at the ICC Women's
World Cup, in Seddon Park, Hamilton,
New Zealand.
This victory was Pakistan's first in
the 2022 World Cup, while the West Indies have lost three out of their last four
matches.
The West Indies remain third in the
eight-team standings with six points,
trailing Australia (ten points) and South
Africa (eight points). India, England
and hosts New Zealand all have four
points, followed by Bangladesh and
Pakistan with two points apiece.
However, India and England each
have two games remaining, while the
West Indies and New Zealand have
match left in the preliminary round. The
West Indies will have to defeat South
Africa in their final match, on Thursday
(Wednesday night TT time) to all but secure a semifinal spot.
Persistent rain saw Monday's game
reduced to a 20-over-per-team affair.
The West Indies, who were sent in
to bat first, were restricted to 89 runs for
the loss of seven wickets, with Player of
the Match, off-spinner Nida Dar, taking
four wickets for ten runs.
Opener Deandra Dottin (27), cap-

Muneeba Ali of Pakistan (centre) plays a shot on the leg side

tain Stafanie Taylor (18) and Afy
Fletcher (12 not out) were the only batters to reach double figures.

Pakistan, in their reply, reached
90/2 off 18.5 overs, courtesy of 37 from
opener Muneeba Ali. Omaima Sohail

(22) and captain Bismah Maroof (20)
had an unbroken third-wicket partnership of 43.

WI selectors stick with team for ﬁnal Test
THE CRICKET West Indies selection panel, comprising lead selector
Desmond Haynes, Ramnaresh Sarwan
and coach Phil Simmons have kept
faith with the 13-man squad for the
final Apex Test between the West Indies and England, which will take place
from Thursday at the National Stadium,
St George's, Grenada.
The first two Test matches in the
three-match series, at Antigua and Barbados, ended in drawn results; hence
the winners of the final Test will lift the
Richards-Botham Trophy.
In a media release, Haynes said,
"We were very impressed with the captain Kraigg Brathwaite showing the
fight in the both innings (in Barbados)
and the way he led from the front with
the bat."
Brathwaite was named as the Man
of the Match for his knocks of 160 and
56 not out.
"Also, Jermaine Blackwood and
the way he played in the first innings to
get (104)," continued Haynes. "They
batted very well together. We really appreciated the fighting spirit from the
batting department. We decided to stick
with the same squad and want to see
them continue to give a big effort in the
third Apex Test match.”
Opener John Campbell and top-

John Campbell bats against England during day five

order batsman Shamarh Brooks remain
in the 13-man team, despite their strug-

gles with the bat during the first two
Tests. Campbell have tallied 71 runs at

an aggregate of 17.75 while Brooks
have compiled 66 runs at 16.50.
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