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SADHGURU IN GUYANA: The Government of Guyana recently
hosted a visit by world-renowned spiritual leader Jagadish Vasudev, popularly
known as Sadhguru, who leads a global movement called Save the Soil. A
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed with the Yogi and the Government of Guyana to preserve the country’s soil in keeping with the country’s
Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS). The signing ceremony took place
at State House in the presence of President, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali; First
Lady, Arya Ali; Vice-President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo and other senior government officials, including Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar Mustapha, who signed
on behalf of the government (above). Sadhguru was accompanied by Trinidadian soca star Machel Montano, who recently performed at Sadhguru’s Save
the Soil concert in India before a crowd of some 120 million people. Below the
Yogi and Montano are pictured at the world famous Kaieteur Falls. See Page 11
CELEBRATING 27 YEARS: Eureka Medical Labs in Guyana is marking its
27th anniversary this week, and has expanded its services to tap into Guyana’s oil
sector, through a partnership with Atlantic Offshore Medical Services Ltd (AOMS)
to provide occupational health services and surveillance, as well as disability management; on-site emergency response, health promotion and education, and remote
services to oil companies operating offshore. EML today consists of a main laboratory in Georgetown and eight smaller collection/minor test branches within Guyana.
Above is Chief Executive Officer William Andrew Boyle, a microbiologist who was
the 2018 recipient of the prestigious Anthony N Sabga Award for Caribbean Excellence, who runs the lab with his wife Dr Karen Boyle, Read the full story on Eureka’s success on Page 2.
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Eureka Medical Labs celebrates
its 27th anniversary
Eureka Medical Laboratories
(EML) started off in a small office on
Waterloo Street, Georgetown and with
three employees – the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) William Andrew Boyle,
his wife Dr. Karen Boyle, and a
cleaner.
Now, 27 years on, Eureka is a
household name and has blossomed
into one of Guyana’s premier medical
institutions with eight locations across
the country and one regionally – St.
Vincent. The main branch is located at
263 Thomas Street, North Cummingsburg, Georgetown.
It was a dream of Boyle, a microbiologist, to own a lab and he shared
on Tuesday that many branded his idea
“crazy” but it did not deter him.
“We were doing basic things…
complete blood count, urinalysis, HIV
tests, those basic things and we only
had three persons so three staff members were working for about two years
and then things started to grow and all
services actually took off, really took
off,” he shared.
Now, Eureka has provided jobs
for over 100 persons hailing from
Guyana, Cuba, the Philippines and
neighbouring Venezuela, offering more
services that were not accessible in
Guyana before.
Tests for STIs, blood sugar, fertility, drugs, food allergies and screenings
for cancer and pregnancy and also genetic testing (DNA) are among the
services offered.
A major milestone for the medical
institution was becoming the first lab
to receive certification from the government to administer COVID-19 tests
in Guyana. But this did not come without challenges, Boyle said.

Eureka Medical Laboratories — celebrating its 27th annievrsary

“When we first started COVID
testing, we struggled because we had to
send the samples overseas and it would
take days to get the results.
“That was then, and now, we complete at least 100 COVID-19 tests daily
and persons can get their results back
in five hours or a day,” the CEO explained.
The company now has a state of
the art virology lab that can detect the
common or mutated strains of the
COVID-19 virus. The lab was named
after Boyle’s late brother, Collin who
passed away shortly after the pandemic
hit Guyana.
And to expand its COVID-19 testing capacity, Eureka also commis-

sioned a drive-thru testing facility in
February.
Eureka has also expanded its services to tap into Guyana’s oil sector,
through a partnership with Atlantic
Offshore Medical Services Ltd
(AOMS) to provide occupational
health services and surveillance, as
well as disability management; on-site
emergency response, health promotion
and education, and remote services to
oil companies operating offshore.
The CEO credited his success to
his hardworking team who he says
strives every day to uphold Eureka’s
standards.
“The quality of our services is
second to none. We have a team of in-

dividuals who really do the honours, do
their best to make sure that your Eureka stands out.
“I get all the credit but I do not
deserve it. Those who deserve the
credit will be the team members, those
team members who go in the trenches
and get infected and all that…they are
the ones who deserved the kudos.”
To mark the anniversary celebrations, Boyle said Eureka will be giving
back to the public, offering free tests
and 50 per cent off on other medical
services.
“This is just to say thank you very
much for supporting us over the over
the 27 years.”

$30M Chest
Clinic, Care and
Treatment Site
commissioned at
Suddie, R2
On Monday afternoon, Minister of
Health, Dr Frank Anthony and Minister of
Local Government and Regional Development, Nigel Dharamlall commissioned
a state-of-the-art health facility at Suddie,
Region Two.
The outpatient facility will be
utilised by health workers to treat patients
requiring care and treatment for Tuberculosis (TB) and Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV)/ Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome (AIDS).
The Chest Clinic’s commissioning
comes a few weeks shy of a year since a
similar facility was opened in Port
Mourant, Berbice.
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Brown, Pollivere clash over
‘discriminatorty immigrant policies’
Conservative leadership candidate
Patrick Brown launched an attack Monday on his opponent Pierre Poilievre, accusing the Conservative MP of
supporting "discriminatory policies"
that target immigrants.
Poilievre, the MP for the Ottawaarea riding of Carleton considered the
front-runner in the race, pitched new
policies Monday that he said will make
it easier for skilled immigrants to practice their professions in Canada. He
vowed to take on what he called
"money-grabbing gatekeepers" who determine whether an immigrant is qualified to work in Canada.
But Brown, the current mayor of
Brampton, Ont., said Poilievre "has no
credibility announcing any sort of policy which largely impacts minority
communities such as immigration because he's never publicly stood against
policies that disproportionately impact
them."
Brown accused Poilievre of supporting the proposed "niqab ban" at citizenship ceremonies and a hotline to
report "barbaric cultural practices" such
as sexual slavery or "honour" killings —
two elements of the 2015 Conservative
election platform. Critics said these policy positions were part of a cynical attempt to mobilize anti-immigrant votes,
while supporters said they were meant
to protect Canadian values of secularism

Patrick Brown (l) and Pierre Pollivere are vying for Conservative leadership

and gender equality.
Some Conservatives have cited the
party's past support for these policies to
explain its lacklustre support among
some immigrant communities in the
2019 and 2021 federal election campaigns.
A post-election report prepared for
former party leader Erin O'Toole zeroed
in on the party's poor performance with
so-called "ethnic voters." The report's
author, former Conservative MP James

Cumming, concluded the party stumbled in the 2021 campaign in must-win
regions like the Greater Toronto Area
and greater Vancouver in part because
of lingering resentment over the "niqab
ban" and the hotline.
Poilievre was a cabinet minister
when the former Conservative government first pitched these ideas ahead of
the 2015 contest.
At an Oct. 2015 press conference
during that year's election campaign,

Poilievre defended the policy of forcing
Muslim women to remove the niqab
while they recite the oath of citizenship.
Poilievre said it was "completely
reasonable" to ask someone to show
their face and the party would not "succumb to political correctness" by accommodating the veil at such an
important event. He said wearing a
niqab at a citizenship ceremony is "not
in line with Canadian values."
"The reason we ask people to show
up in person is because we want to witness them giving their oath of allegiance
to this country. We don't let people fax
it in, make a phone call or send an
email. We bring them in person because
it is a sacred moment of citizenship and
of loyalty to country that must be witnessed by one's peers and that cannot be
done if one's face is covered," Poilievre
said at the time.
He also suggested the niqab policy
might be extended to other areas of federal jurisdiction.
Days after that press conference, a
Federal Court judge overturned the
niqab ban, saying the policy violates the
Citizenship Act, which states citizenship
judges must allow the greatest possible
religious freedom when administering
the oath.
Brown said Poilieve's association
with these proposals could be a liability
in the next general election.

Suspect in Muslim murders had neo-Nazi ties
New court documents revealed to
media that the 20-year-old man accused
of killing a Muslim family in London,
Ont., had what appeared to be "hate related material" on a device and may
have consumed white supremacist content on the dark web.
Nathaniel Veltman was charged
with four counts of first-degree murder
and one count of attempted murder in
the aftermath of a vehicle-ramming attack that killed three generations of a
family that was out for a walk on June
6, 2021. Roughly a week after the initial
charges were laid, prosecutors also laid
terrorism charges against Veltman.
The victims were identified as 46year-old Salman Afzaal, his wife
Madiha, 44, their 15-year-old daughter
Yumnah and Salman's 74-year-old

mother, Talat. Nine-year-old Fazey
Afzaal survived the attack and was hospitalized with serious injuries.
The documents in question were
Information to Obtain (ITO) applications, which police file to judges in
order to request a search warrant. The
ITOs were made public on March 15
after a ruling from a judge, although
parts of the documents remain under a
publication ban.
Investigators had filed two ITOs
in which they sought access to the
Dodge Ram pickup truck involved in
the attack as well as several of Veltman's electronic devices.
In the first ITO, investigators had
sought electronic data going back
from Dec. 14, 2019 to June 6, 2021.
But in the second ITO, investigators

sought to search data on his devices
going back to Dec. 20, 2015 – when
Veltman would have been around 14 or
15 years old.
Both ITOs indicate that investigators were looking for evidence of “mo-

tive and planning” in the early days of
the investigation, as well as his “state of
mind."
The dark web allows users to
browse the web anonymously without
their IP address being tracked.
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Allgames,
lives matter
Stop the
AG Williams
It remains, of course, a humanitarThe decision by Guyana Attorney Genian disaster of unimaginable proporeral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
tions, as millions of Ukrainians flee
the decision by Chief Justice Roxanne
their once normal homes to escape the
George-Wiltshire’s findings that last Deravages of a war unleashed by Russia.
cember’s No-confidence vote against the
And we applaud the Canadian
government was constitutional, is grasping
government for doing its part to try to
at straws.
bring an end to this invasion, and to
“The Honourable Chief Justice Roxshow some empathy for the Ukrainian
anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdipeople.
rected herself in law when she ruled that
Just this week, Ukrainian Presithe motion of no-confidence upon a divident Volodymyr Zelensky addressed
sion vote of 33:32 members of the National
the Canadian parliament, asking for
Assembly was validly passed as the requithis country’s continued help in bringsite majority of all the elected members of
ing the war to a quick end.
the National Assembly, pursuant to article
And we couldn’t agree more. This
106 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney
invasion of Ukraine has to stop. But we
General
contends
in his little
appeal.
also
know
that there’s
any other
In
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decision,
CJ
George-Wiltshire
country in the world can do without
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one
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to nuclear
disside
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one
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than
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aster. Russia has over 2000 tactical nuside. weapons
An absolute
she said,
as
clear
at majority,
its disposal,
while
specified
by
the
constitution,
is
a
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NATO allies have about 100. Tactical
nuclear weapons refer to short range
weapons that can be used on a battlefield.
The prospect of a nuclear conDear Friends,
frontation
has kept NATO powerless to
My
wife
I came wants
to Guyana
41 years
help Ukraine.and
Nobody
a nuclear
ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í
war.
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thehave
drama
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found
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in
ous
fields
of
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ago
we
the world that seem to escape the attenstarted
School
tion
of the
rest of
of the
us. Nations which began
withFor
5 children
and
a comexample, has
justnow
thisgrown
weektoSaudi

Arabia
carried out a mass execution of
of all Members of Parliament present resome 81 people convicted of various
gardless if they are present or not. The
crimes. The unfortunate were bechief justice concluded that an absolute maheaded, which is the Desert State’s prejority is 33.
ferred means of execution.
As such, she ruled, the motion was conGroups such as Just Peace have
stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.
appealed to the Canadian government
This means that the Granger government
to express outrage over this, especially
must abide by the constitution, which says
as, according to reports, many of the 81
they must step down and call elections
people killed were minors when they
within 90 days of the date of the no confiwere convicted, and some were still
dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.
minors when they were executed, inIt is reasonable to expect that the
cluding a 13 year old.
Granger administration, which is sworn to
Furthermore, the executions seem
uphold the constitution, will abide by it,
to be aimed at targeting a religious minow that its bid to overturn the vote has
nority,
as many of the condemned were
been found lacking.
Shia Muslims, long an enemy of the
If it Muslims
fails to do who
so, it are
becomes
an illegal
Shi’ite
in charge
of
administration.
the government.
The
movethe
bySaudi
Williams,
therefore,
While
regime
claims
seems
to
us
just
another
attempt
to with
forestall
that the accused were provided
the
the
inevitable
in
a
desperate
bid
to
hold
on
right to a lawyer and were guaranteed
to power.
their
full rights under ‘Saudi law’ during the judicial process, its laws are
deeply flawed.
They do not meet the minimum
standards of justice required under ingreat amountlaw.
of time and effort has now been
ternational
devoted
to
my
own
in onewith
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very
People can
becare
charged
treagoodand
hospitals
Georgetown.
son
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disagreeingBut,
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government
policy
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demanding
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safety
of
the
school
community.
Our
team
at
human rights.
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Criticizing
king or
crown to address thatand
regain
the peace
and compoprince
are also
grounds
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sure we
have
had
at
Nations
for
more than
According to Just Peace, Canada

supplies
military equipment worth $15
Legal minds everywhere have said that
billion to the Saudi regime.
the government has no ground to stand on
Such equipment has been used
via this latest appeal. All it is doing is dragagainst Saudi civilians as well as in the
ging the country through political uncerkingdom’s illegal war on Yemen where
tainty at a time when clear leadership is
more than 377,000 people have been
needed to move the nation forward in terms
killed since 2015, according to the UN.
of dealing with its own fledgling oil econOver 4 million people have been
omy, as well as the international crisis in
displaced because of the war, and 70%
Venezuela, right next door.
of the population, including 11.3 milSecurity issues at home are also paralion children, are in desperate need of
mount, with crime seeming to be on an
humanitarian assistance.
ever-increasing trajectory that includes the
The Saudi-led coalition has
shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most
bombed Yemeni markets, hospitals, and
celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,
civilians, and yet Canada has exported
and murders that are happening almost
arms to Saudi Arabia since 2015, the
every day.
year the Saudi-led military intervention
AG Williams
and President Granger
in Yemen
began.
mightThe
also UN
be accused
trying to
buy time
HumanofRights
Council
to
use
the
offices
they
hold
to
try
to
has twice named Canada as one disof the
credit
any
opposition
they
may
face
at
states fueling the ongoing war in the
polls,
including
using thearms
state-controlled
Yemen
by continuing
sales to
media
as
well
as
law
enforcement
tactics to
Saudi Arabia.
The Saudi regime does not spare
dissidents even when they escape
abroad.
The case of Saudi journalist Jamal
whether
here executed
or in other
countries,
are a
Khashoggi,
in the
Saudi Consymptom
of
the
breakdown
in
society
and
sulate in Istanbul in October 2018 un-as
such
we need
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point.steps to address social
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in
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I
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took
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group
crimes being perpetrated by the Saudi

regime. Canada must also terminate the
military contract since the Saudi
They may think these are strategic
regime has repeatedly violated the
moves, but the drama is being seen by the
terms of its agreement.
international community for what it is: a
Ottawa should demand the protecdesperate attempt to hold onto power. The
tion of human life and a transparent
global community has communicated as
legal process in the desert kingdom.
much to the Guyana government.
The Saudi regime falls far short of
To add to the woes, the Guyana Elecit. 3,000 letters have been sent to
tions Commission, headed by a geriatric
Prime Minister Trudeau and Foreign
chairman who has been in ill health, is now
Affairs Minister Joly asking them to
saying that the agency will not be prepared
break the silence about Saudi Arabia’s
to hold elections until July – four months
actions. In addition, more than 20 civil
after it is constitutionally due.
society organizations have signed a
Since the chairman of the agency was
statement, asking the Trudeau liberal
handpicked by the Granger administration,
government to break their silence.
we have to openly wonder whether this,
These include World BEYOND War,
too,
is another
delayingfor
tactic
by the govCanadian
Lawyers
International
ernment.
Human Rights (CLAIHR), and groups
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from
to Vancouver
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now.
land.
Guyana’s
democracy,
hard fought
We join
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thisfor,
callis
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for protection of life on one side, and
ignoring the gross violations that also
end in death on another.
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thetheworld.
essary
steps
to deal start
with being
threatsaand
vioMaybe
we should
propolence.
These
activities
have
proven
really
nent on behalf of them all.
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister stimulating and uplifting and are addressing
munity of more than 3,500. We have partner- two decades.
This violent action from a member of the school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad- some of the challenges the youth face all
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the public is totally new in Guyana and unprece- emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn over this country and indeed all over the
UK that allow us to offer internationally ac- dented. But it would appear that it has been about the power of the arts but more impor- world. We have been very fortunate in this
tantly
to learn
social issues
and what process to have had youth from the UK,
where
initial
com- the
credited
and graduate pro- fuelled by social media
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ever
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sources.
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I
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start
editing,
validate
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information,
Several months ago , we started a weekly ety.
But then a new chapter opened last Sun- ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the
overwhelming and enthusiastic but no concrete steps
I sincerely want to start this project while waitorganise it alphabetically, ensure compliance with esIn the final analysis these challenges can
day when I was shot outside my home by very real dangers of social media which dra- programme with 6th Formers helping stuwere taken, mainly due to the lockdown brought
ing on others to join in including support and funding tablished documentation and publishing standards
be addressed
by us
working together.
to the shooting
on UG
Sun-anddents
from Forms
1, 2, and 3 getand
together
to inonly
what by
many
people believe may be someone matically escalated
about
COVID-19.
for publication
from
the Guyana
Governprepare
a format
suitable
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Heartfelt
greetings
study material
to the purpose Iofam
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fromNow
the Nations
community.
I was informed
night. aSo on
the one
hand
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area now
that things
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I wantday
to make
ment.
Once
there
first edition
put out, related
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an initial
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thephysical
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on which
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this
and
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to look at
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to to
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this news
has reachedwork
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andin“Encyclopedia
the
thingour
is to
get something
there
will with
bound
Director, School of the Nations
Daily Mail
and the Times
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to make
school
communityoutwell
as which
how to deal
the turbulence charGuyanese
Amerindians”
– both of which aresafe
now
to instigate
others
to submit
profiles of
Yours sincerely,
of other
youth today whether in Guyana
for everyone.
But the other
challenge
is acteristic
such wanted
to share this update.
used by some prestigious institutions around the
Guyanese who might have been unintentionally
Lal Balkaran
Since one of the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now
globe including both our own UG and UWI.
missed and who have excelled in their own disciIn the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a
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800 Guyanese get land in ﬁrst
‘Dream Realised Housing Drive’
EIGHT hundred Guyanese became
land-owners, and approximately 300
Land Titles and Transports were distributed on Friday as the Housing and Water
Ministry kicked off its first ‘Dream Realised’ Housing Drive for 2022 at the
Guyana National Stadium, at Providence, East Bank Demerara (EBD).
The house lots fall within the Grove
Diamond Block-1 Housing Development, and are being allocated to moderate, middle, and high-income citizens.
Both subject ministers were on the
ground, assisting persons with sector-related concerns.
Further, within the next two weeks,
persons who were allocated house lots
in Regions Three (Essequibo IslandsWest Demerara), Four (Demerara-Mahaica), Five(Mahaica-Berbice), and Six
(East Berbice-Corentyne) will be able to
see the lots they have been allocated, as
some infrastructural works have been
accelerated in Stewartville, Edinburgh,
Anna Catherina, Cornelia Ida, and Housing Minister Collin Croal assists Anita Ramphal in pulling her lot number
Meten–Meer-Zorg within Region Three;
Housing and Water Minister Collin ing Minister Irfaan Ali, who is now the
Prospect, Little Diamond, Annandale, Croal also announced that the ‘Building President of Guyana.
Mon Repos and Vigilance/Bladen Expo’ will return in July 2022.
“His vision guides us today, not just
Hall/Stratsphey in Region Four; ExperThe ‘Building Expo’ began under in housing, but in every facet of life in
iment in Region Five, and Nos. 75 and the stewardship of the previous People’s Guyana,” Minister Croal said, adding:
79 Villages, Ordinance Fortlands and Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) Admin- “His foresight saw an explosion in the
Williamsburg in Region Six.
istration during the tenure of then Hous- construction sector that is unmatched;
we want to capitalise on this. This ‘expo’
was always well received, as it brought
together stakeholders under one roof,
and was a forum to showcase new and
innovative developments within the
local sector. We will host the launch next
month, and I’m looking forward to the
grand event which will take place right
here at the National Stadium.”
Further, he said that the ministry’s
target for 2022 is set at a modest 15,000
allocations, as several other similar
housing drives are planned to achieve
• Family
the delivery of 50,000 house lots by
• Criminal
2025 as promised.
• Juvenile/Youth
However, he said this promise canCriminal Justice
not be fulfilled without changes to the
way business is done at the ministry, and
• Real Estate
this means making the services provided
• Tribunal Matters
more efficient and effective, as well as
• Wills/Powers of
expanding the role of the ministry within
Attorney
the infrastructural trajectory set by the
government.
• Immigration
“As you have seen in the past 15
months, the Ministry of Housing and
Water has added the construction of
Email: info@srslegalcorp.ca
major roads to its portfolio. This new
role is continuing to expand; we have
new contracts that are now in the signing
www.srslegalcorp.ca
stage, which will see rapid infrastructural development in several housing
Abha accepts Family Legal Aid Certificates

(SRS Legal Professional Corporation)

ABHA SHARMA

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public

Phone: 647-496-8058

areas,” Minister Croal oted.
The East Bank Corridor, he said, is
seeing an injection of infrastructural
projects from the government as well as
the private sector.
He said that this augurs well for the
future of the community, and he is happy
to report that infrastructure works at
Prospect, Little Diamond, Great Diamond and on the four-lane highway
from Mandela to Eccles are nearing the
completion stage, while those at Providence Blocks 1 and 2 are fully completed, and are to the tune of $6.8M.
“We are now embarking on new infrastructural projects in other areas
within Great Diamond, Golden Grove,
Little Diamond and Peter’s Hall, as well
as upgrading roads at Herstelling, Perseverance, Peter’s Hall, Experiment and
Eccles. These infrastructural projects
and road upgrades will cost close to
$14.8 billion. Contracts for these projects are awarded, and are in the signing
stage; works are slated to begin shortly.
When the cost for the construction of the
new four-lane highway from Eccles to
Great Diamond, which stands at $13.3B,
is added to the new stock of projects, the
total sum for new investments in the
East Back corridor is expected to be a
staggering $28 billion,” Minister Croal
said.
Further, he said that in keeping with
the targets, the Ministry of Housing and
Water, CH&PA and GWI have sought to
improve the quality and accessibility of
the services offered.
The CH&PA, he explained, has introduced e-applications and submissions
for land allocation for both residential
and commercial uses.
“So, when before you had to travel
from Essequibo or Berbice or Linden to
get a status update on your application,
now you can do that by just visiting the
website and inputting your information.
Additionally, we have established offices in Regions Two (Pomeroon-Supenaam), Three, Four, Five, Six, Nine
(Upper Takutu-Upper Essequibo), and
10 (Upper Demerara-Berbice) where
you can make inquiries about your allocation status,” Minister Croal said.
Noting that land acquisition can be
a painstaking process, Minister Croal
said,
“We have promised to allocate
house lots in areas that have at least the
basic infrastructure like electricity,
water, roads, green spaces and other similar elements that makes the area complete.”
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Guyanese student tops the world
in English Language
JOHN McGrath, a Guyanese student of the School of the Nations made
history when he scored 99 out of 100 at
the Cambridge International June 2021
English Language examinations, surpassing more than one million students
from 136 countries worldwide to be the
top Cambridge International Advanced
Subsidiary (AS) student.
McGrath noted that the news
caught him by surprise stating, “Dad was
leaning against the door frame with a humongous smile on his face; I was baffled. He started by saying the Director of
the School (Dr. Brian O’Toole) had
called him. Those are very daunting and
puzzling words to hear as a high school
student. Luckily, dad was still smiling,

which gave me hope. Dad unfolded the
news that I gained the “Outstanding
Cambridge Learner’s Award” for topping the world in AS English at last
year’s May/June examinations,” the
young man noted in a press release issued by School of the Nations.
AS level exams are sat at the end of
the first year of Sixth Form.
He noted that while he knew his
grade was “very high” he never expected
that he would be the person who topped
the world, stating that he feels elated that
a Guyanese has proven their ability to
the world.
McGrath noted that his family, and
especially his English Language teacher,
Mr. Mark Boodie, his Karate family, and

John McGrath, world’s top English Language student

his friends were all instrumental in his
achievement, noting that it would have
been impossible without their constant
support and guidance.
When asked if he had any advice to
share with students preparing to write
the upcoming May/June 2022 exams,
McGrath, the release noted, suggested
that students work smart, keep their
heads up, and shoot for the stars,
whether academically or just in life in
general.
“Never limit yourself to what you
can do, and one way or another, you will
be on top of the world.”
McGrath’s English teacher, Boodie,
noted that the award is exceptional for
many reasons.
“All this was new to the students
and to me, and there were no past papers
that could be used for practice or mark
schemes for this new style of responding
to the questions. I had to rely on specimen papers and a specimen mark
scheme and made-up questions so that
the students could have enough practice
before entering the exam.”
He noted that McGrath’s achievement is truly remarkable since he obtained the highest marks in the world of
all the students writing the new AS English Language exams for the first time.
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Guyana joins Sadhguru’s
‘Save Soil Movement’
A Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was, on Saturday, signed between Jagadish Vasudev, known as Sadhguru, and the Government of Guyana
on soil co-operation.
Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar
Mustapha, signed the MoU with the
yoga guru to preserve Guyana’s soil in
keeping with the country’s Low Carbon
Development Strategy.
The event took place at State
House in the presence of President Irfaan Ali, First Lady Mrs. Arya Ali, Vice
President Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo and other
government officials. The delegation
was treated to a breakfast reception at
State House and, before departing, Sadhguru made a presentation on the importance of soil sustainability at the
National Cultural Centre.
He is on a one-day visit to Guyana
accompanied by popular Trinidadian
Soca artist, Machel Montano, who is
President Dr. Irfaan Ali (right) has joined the ‘Save Soil Movement’ by Sadhguru (left). AG Anil Nandlall, SC, looks on
also a practising yogi.
Sadhguru has been teaching yoga
The Save Soil Movement is a around the world to stand up for soil actions toward increasing the organic
health,
and
supporting
leaders
of
all
nacontent
in
cultivable
soil
which
was
in
southern
India since 1982 and then in
global movement to address the soil cri1992, he established the Isha Foundasis by bringing together people from tions to institute national policies and launched by Sadhguru.
tion which also operates an Ashram and
yoga centre that carries out educational
activities.
President, Dr. Irfaan Ali; First
Lady, Arya Ali; Sadhguru and other
members of the government look on as
Trinidadian Soca artist, Machel Montano performs at State House
The issue of soil degradation is a
significant threat to the planet as the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) predicts that
soil extinction could become a reality if
soil degradation continues at present
rates.
And Sadhguru’s foremost principle
for the Save Soil Movement is, “Soil is
our life, our very body and if we forsake
soil, in many ways, we forsake the
planet.”
The practising yogi has been conferred with three presidential awards
among which are the Padma Vibhushan
for distinguished service to the Nation
and India’s highest environmental
award, the Indira Gandhi Paryavaran
Puraskar, in 2010.
President, Dr. Irfaan Ali; First Lady, Arya Ali; Sadhguru and other members of the government look on as Trinidadian Soca artist, Machel Montano performs at State House

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421

12

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

EQUALITY NEWS

2370 MIDLAND AVE. Unit c8
Scarborough, on. MIS-5C8

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

13

14

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

15

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

16

EQUALITY NEWS

www.
w
w.danfo
forth
hfo
foodmarket.c
com
We’re
e’ simply
i ply th
h best
he
b t West
W t Indian store in town.

Power Malt
Extra Energy
330 ml

89
89

St. Mary’s
Plantain Strips
With Sea Salt 1400 g

Diana
BBQ Sauce 500 ml
m
Rib & Chicken ONLLLY
Y

Grace
Lima Beans
540 ml

St. Ives
Body Lotion
621 ml Assorted

¢

each

1

99

1

each

99
9
each
a

3

$

2/

2

99
99
each

Enssure
Meaal Replacement
Assoorted 235 ml

¢

each

355 ml

Gracce
Hot Pepper Sauce
85 ml
m

Gold
den Country
Bakked Beans

Alcaan
Alum
minum Foil

each

89
89

Red Rain
Energy Drink

420 g

1

99
99

99
99

¢

eeach

999

¢

400 g

2

1

1.5 L

Caribbean Delig
ght
Sun Dried Sorreel
100 g

Grace
Mackerel

each

99
99

Star
Mango Drink

eeach Assorted 155 g

5
50
2/

3

3
39

Milo Chocolate
Malt Drink Mix

5

$

2/

89

Castile
Beauty Soap

each

¢

each

999

¢

eeach
ea
ach

Du
unn’s River
Acckees
5440 ml

Sh
hirley
Biscuit
Asssorted 105-113 g

Ceedar
Co
ondensed Milk
3000 ml

Tim Hortons
Ho
ot Chocolate
5000 g

SA
AFE-U
Allcohol 70%

6

49
4
9
eac
eac

69
69

¢

eeac
a

1

99
99

3

eac
each

99

1

each

99
99

each

Five Location To
25 Sq
Sq Ft

Olive Oil ONLLY
Y 110 g

4000 ml

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

17

DelOxtail
iOxctaiil ous Jamaican Dish

Fro
rozen
en Extra
ra
EEasy
asy Cook
Cook YYooung
ung
Milk Fed
Milk
Fed

5

Frreesh
Fresh
Fre
Goat
Go
oat LLiiv
ive
ive
ver
er

Buuur
B
urnt
rntt
Cow
Co
ow
w Fa
Fac
ace
ce

1

5

Cook
Co
ook Be
Better
etteer W
With
itth Sa
Sam
ame
m PPiece
ieece

Frroz
Frozen
Fro
oze
zeen Grade
Gra
rad
ade
de AA
AA
Beef
Be
eef Short
Shoort Ribs
Ribs

Frroz
Frozen
Fro
oze
zeen Mutt
Mutto
ton
ton
SShoulder
hoould
lde
deer 5 too 8 lb
lb

4

9
99
99
9
9
99
9
99
$
$
$
$
$ 999

7

lb/
b/ Fro
Frrozzen
Frozen

Don’
on’t Overr Co
Cook YYoou
our Oxt
xtaail Reeaady inn 30-45 Minnuute
tes Top
op!

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen Headless
Headle
He
adleess
White
White
itte Shrimp
Shrrim
mp
500 g

9

99
$ 99
ea

lb

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen Gre
Grey
rey
ey
Snaapper St
Snapper
Ste
Steak
teeak
5 to 8 oz

6

lb
b

Froze
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Chicckeen Dru
Chicken
Druumsticks
um
mstticcks

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Cooncch Me
Conch
Meat
eat

Equal
ual

$ 99
lb

lb

lb

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen Chicken
Chicckeen
Leeg Quarters
Leg
uaarteers

95
95
13 19999 3
13
35
5
99
99
lb

10 kg box
ox

69.95/
69.95/5
5//5 lb Box
ox

18 kg box
ox

Fresh
Fr
esh Sea
eaf
affo
afo
ood
od Ca
Cat
atche
hes
Frreesh Caaribbean
Fre
Reed Snaappers
1//2 to 1 lb

6

Frreesh
Fre
Paarro
rot
ot Fissh
1 to 2 lb

Freesh Dooct
Fre
Fr
cto
toor Fissh
1 to 2 lb

Frreesh
Fre
Sttra
raw
aw
wberry Groouper
1 to 2 lb

5

6

6

Frreesh Attla
Fre
laantic
Whoole Salm
lmo
moon
8 to 10
0 lbs

4

99
99
99
9
9
99
$
$
$ 99
$
$
lb as
a is
lb as iss
lb as is
lb as is
lb
b as is
Fre
Fr
Fresh
reesh Ca
Cas
Cassav
asssav
saavva

FFresh
Fre
Fr
reesh CChayote
hay
haayo
yoote
(Cho CCho)
(C
(Cho
ho)
hoo)
o)

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Jaamaican
amaaica
iccaan
YYeeellllow
loow Yam
Yams
YYa
ams
am
Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Jaamaican
amaaica
iccaan
Coooking
Cooking
inngg Ba
Banana
anaanas
naas

1
2
1
Fivve Locationss TToo Serve
Five
Serr ve You Betteer
lb
lb

lb

99
9

39
39

99
9
9

99
99

¢

lb

lb
lb

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Lawrence A
Av
ve. E .

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Su
unday 9 am to 7 pm

Dixie Rd.

Kennedy
K
y Rd
d. Soith

Fiinch A
Av
ve. W .

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra Rd.

R

Stafffford Dr
D.

Bloor St. E.

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.
416-439-6397

Markam Rd.

i

D r.

Danforth Food Markett
301 Silverstone Dr.
A l b 416-740-98700

M arr t i n G r o v e R d .

Shepp
pp
pard A
p
Av
ve. W .

Sheppard Av
ve. E .

Stteeles A
Av
ve. W.

Silverstone

Keele St.

Finch A
Av
ve. W.
Daanforth
Foo
od Market
3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours

Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Danforth Food Market
M
144 Kennedy Road
Soutth
h
289-298-0
0399

Glidden Rd
d.

Store Hours

Mondayy Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Serve You Better

R u t h e r f o r d R d . S o. u t h

Specials inn Efffeect Thu. Marrch 17th
until
til WQuantities
edtiti, Mar
ed.,
ch 23rd,i ht2022.
2t tto lilimitit quantities.
Although we strivee for accuracy in both copy & illustrration, unintentional error may occuurr, we reserve the right to correct anny errorr. Specials Available While Q
Last.
L t W
Wee reserve the right

18

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

$900 million repairs for Demerara Bridge
SEVERAL components of the Demerara Harbour Bridge (DHB) is slated
for repairs in 2022, as part of a $900 million allocation in the landmark “oil
budget.”
This was confirmed on Sunday by
engineer and General Manager of the
Demerara Harbour Bridge Corporation,
Wayne Watson. Tenders have already
been published for the construction and
installation of 204 anchor blocks; fabrication and installation of 200 deck
plates; rehabilitation of 24 regular and
four large pontoons; fabrication and delivery of 30 notched h-beams.
As efforts continue to build a massive replacement for the harbour bridge,
millions of dollars are being spent to replace the existing structure. Already,
more than $924.5 million has been spent
over the past four years to repair the
bridge; and this is outside of the annual
maintenance budget, and usually as a result of damage caused by vehicular and
marine activity.
In 2020, that sum stood at a whopping
$263,163,644.
In
2019,
$104,157,912 was spent on repairs. Earlier in 2018, the cost of repairing the
bridge was $367,231,456; in 2019, the
cost of executing repairs was pegged at
$190,034,756.
This means that within the last few

years, the DHBC has spent exactly
$924,587,768 on repairing damage done
to the bridge. In cases where an errant
party can be clearly detected, those persons are liable to fund the requisite repairs to the age-old structure.
According to statistics provided by
the DHBC, in 2020, some 75 per cent of
marine accidents have been compensated for, while 95 per cent of those responsible for vehicular accidents have
financed the repairs.
Public Works Minister Juan Edghill
had previously explained that apart from
accidents, the bridge continues to be
damaged by speeding marine vessels, as
well as by speeding trucks applying
brakes suddenly. In such cases, no particular person or agency could be pinpointed to provide compensation.
As such, these repairs are often
funded by the DHBC, with the support
of government subventions. It was only
recently that significant damage was
done to ‘Span Nine’ of the floating structure, forcing government to institute
measures that monitor the number of
trucks going onto the bridge at once.
Minister Edghill had said that at
one point the DHBC was even considering having police traffic ranks stationed
with their ‘speed guns’ along the bridge
itself.

In the coming months, the existing DHB is slated for a number of repairs
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Guyana rakes in US$96 million,
highest ever, from recent oil sales
RETURNS from the most recent
sale of Guyana’s oil have exceeded
US$96 million, the highest on record
since the country started producing and
exporting this commodity.
While the price of oil is usually
volatile, this increase in returns
recorded by Guyana was fuelled by
high world market prices that were influenced by the ongoing war between
Russia and Ukraine.
The country, last December, had
recorded returns of US$73 million,
which is roughly US$23 million less
than its most recent earnings in February.
Specifically, according to figures
from the Central Bank, Guyana earned
G$20,000,929,000 (approximately
US$96M); this pushed the country’s
overall direct returns from the oil-andgas sector to US$719,713,039.
Although various reports show
that world market prices for this commodity have started to decline, Brent,
the benchmark used by Guyana to sell
its oil, remains above US$100 per barrel.
And should this remain the same,
or be marginally adjusted, the country
could earn over US$100M from the
sale of its next one-million-barrels of
oil.

It was reported recently that revenue generated from the local oil-andgas sector is expected to catapult
Guyana to the ranks of wealthiest countries in the Western Hemisphere,
thereby increasing the government’s
fiscal space to invest in initiatives
geared at expanding the economy, and
improving the overall welfare of citizens.
“Guyana is now poised to be one
of the wealthiest countries in the hemisphere; we intend to employ the gains
from exploiting these deposits into initiatives geared at expanding the economy, improving competitiveness,
giving people the best social services,
increasing productivity, enhancing food
production, and building new sectors,”
President Dr. Irfaan Ali said in his
keynote address during a virtual faculty

workshop on the microeconomics of
competitiveness hosted by Harvard
Business School.
In painting a vivid image of what
is expected from the oil-and-gas sector
in the near term, Dr. Ali said that by
2025, operating cash flow, based on
total investment, is expected to reach
US$3.5 billion.
The performance of this sector is
expected to improve even further as the
years go by, since the success rate is 80
per cent, and there are already 28 commercial discoveries in the Stabroek
Block.
With this, the country has estimated recoverable resources of over 10
billion oil-equivalent barrels.
The Stabroek Block currently has
three identified production areas,
namely: Liza Phase One, Liza Phase

Two, and Payara. Production capacity
is expected to reach 340,000 barrels per
day following the commencement of
production at Liza Phase Two.
This is expected to increase to
560,000 barrels per day in 2024, when
the Payara project comes on stream.
Further, with an anticipated fourth
production area, the Yellowtail, estimates are poised to reach 810,000 barrels per day by 2026/27, and additional
developments under consideration
could see Guyana reaching one million
barrels per day by 2030.
Operators within the Kaieteur and
Canje Blocks also advanced exploration programmes in 2021, with additional wells likely to come online in the
last quarter of 2022. In addition, exploration activities will continue in the
Kanuku Block.
As reported, in the third quarter of
this year, the government will be holding auctions and bidding rounds for
available acreages of offshore blocks.
“This will be done in an open and
competitive manner, which will allow
for a more marketable approach to
Guyana’s resource development, and at
the same time bring financial gains for
the country,” Senior Minister in the Office of the President with responsibility
for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh said.

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
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needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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GECOM starts
registration exercise
THE Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM), on Monday, began its registration exercise for all eligible persons, including first time applicants, at all
permanent registration offices in the ten administrative regions.
According to a press release from GECOM, the registration exercise is of
crucial importance for first time applicants in the 14-to-18-year range who were
captured during the 2019 house-to-house registration. The application for registration for those persons had been cancelled and as such they are now required
to reapply for registration during this new exercise.
During visits to several registration offices in Georgetown, the Guyana
Chronicle did not observe any long lines.
At the South Georgetown office located on Croal Street, one staff member
related that, throughout the day, a “good” number of persons turned up to be registered.
She said it was not the usual high numbers that they are used to seeing but
it is expected that as more persons become aware of the ongoing exercise, the
numbers will increase.
The release said that, during the registration exercise, a person who will be
14 years and older by October 31, 2022 and is a Guyanese citizen by birth, descent, naturalization or a citizen from a commonwealth country living in Guyana
for one year or more, can apply for registration.
Those persons must present the necessary documents including their original
birth certificate and valid passport. In addition to that, those persons who are desirous of being registered should also provide proof of being fully vaccinated or
a negative PCR test that was taken within 72 hours in order to gain entry to the
registration office.

Advertising in Equality News
works! call 647-216-2359

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

21

EPA greenlights US$35M wind
project at Hope Beach
The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) has given the green light
for the Hope Wind Farm Project, which
is estimated to cost approximately
US$35M.
According to documents lodged
with the regulator, the planned wind
farm represents the first substantial utility-scale renewable energy project to be
implemented in Guyana. The base-case
scenario calls for six wind turbines,
each of 4.2MW capacity, for a total
25.2 MW wind farm capacity. The
25.2MW wind farm will generate over
80GWh per year, to be delivered to the
Guyana Power and Light’s (GPL) grid
according to the terms of a Power Purchase Agreement and Grid Interconnection Agreement.
Importantly, the Hope Wind Farm
is a pilot project that will inform all
stakeholders on what is required to
build and operate a wind farm in
Guyana and how to integrate this energy into GPL’s grid. The project will
confirm the promising performance of
wind energy, reduce the reliance on fossil fuels and its associated emissions of
CO2, pollutants, and reduce substantial
foreign exchange loss due to fuel imports. The wind farm will generate
local jobs in construction operation and
maintenance of a renewable energy facility.
Specifically, the project is expected to result in a 10% Reduction in
GPL’s fuel oil generation requirement
and 10% reduction in pollutants emitted by Georgetown located HFO generators (and impact to the city
population), and 10% reduction in
GHG emitted which is a significant
step towards Guyana’s Paris Agreement
commitments.
There is also expected to be a reduction in foreign exchange losses for
fuel imports by over US$10 million per
year. The leases, all project rights, assets, and liabilities are owned by Hope
Wind Energy Inc (HWE), which is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Hope Energy Development Inc (HED), a project
development company owned by a
partnership comprising Guyanese, Danish and Trinidadian interests. The Environmental Permit application will be
held in the name of Hope Wind Energy
Inc (HWE).
Once the project is ready to start
construction and all financing is in

place, Kaieteur News understands that
additional Guyanese investors will be
invited to participate, with the aim of
achieving more than 50% Guyanese
ownership of HWE and the project.
The developers noted that local ownership of renewable energy projects for
the long term is an important consideration in maximising the benefits for
Guyana’s economy. Furthermore, this
newspaper understands that the Hope
Wind Farm leases are for 50 years. It is
the expectation of the developers that
the site will remain a wind farm generation facility in the foreseeable future.
The project is poised to be located
on a 27-acre state owned lease at Hope
Beach (HB), and private leases at
Chapman’s Grove (CHG), some 28km
and 30km, respectively, SE of Georgetown’s centre. The HB lease is the location of four wind turbines, on the
seaward side of the existing seawall,
North of the plantations: Hope, Douchfour, Two Friends, Anns Grove, Clonbrook and Beehive. The CHG lease is
the location of two additional wind turbines, on coconut plantation lands in-

board of the seawall, bounding Unity
Village (see Figure 5-1).
The project falls under the jurisdiction of the Grove-Haslington Neighbourhood Democratic Council (NDC).
The 50 year HB lease was awarded on
March 9, 2007 by the then President of
the Cooperative Republic of Guyana,
Bharrat Jagdeo, specifically for industrial purposes: the establishment of a
wind farm for electricity generation.
The open lands between the seawall
and the Demerara-Berbice main road at
Hope Beach belong to the Hope Estate,
and are designated for agricultural use,
not to be developed for housing as the
area is required as a holding basin for
water discharge during heavy rains.
With most of the population in
Guyana living 1m below mean hightide Guyana is highly exposed to the effects of climate change. The project is
therefore expected to reduce 10% of
GPL’s Carbon Dioxide (CO2) footprint
from power generation, offsetting some
60,000 tonnes of CO2 per year, and reducing harmful pollutants associated
with burning of HFO fuels at GPL’s

plants in and near Georgetown.
The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) in a notice to the nation
last week said that Hope Wind Farm
Project at Hope Beach and Chapman’s
Grove, East Coast Demerara, Region
Four was approved pursuant to Section
12 of the Environmental Protection Act,
Cap. 20:05, based on the following:
The Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) fully complied with the Terms
and Scope which were set by the EPA
in consideration of the submissions
made by members of the public; The
EIA had adequately addressed the
views and feedback expressed by members of the public and other stakeholders during consultations and the
statutory sixty (60) day public review
period; The Environmental and Social
Impact Assessment (ESIA) adequately
assessed the potential adverse effects or
risks posed by the project, and the Environmental Mitigation Plan contained
therein, proposed appropriate and adequate measures to mitigate the same.
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Yami Gautam: film documents the atrocities of the exodus of the Kashmir Pandits

Stars show support for ‘brave’
new ﬁlm The Kashmir Files
Yami Gautam is the latest Bollywood celebrity
who has extended support to Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri’s ‘The Kashmir Files’. The film narrates the
story of the exodus of the Kashmiri Pandits in 1990
and Yami urged everyone to watch the film to
‘know the truth’. “Being married to a Kashmiri
Pandit, I know first hand of the atrocities that this
peace-loving community has gone through. But
majority of the nation is still unaware. It took us 32
years and a film to get to know the truth. Please
watch and support #TheKashmirFiles,” tweeted
Yami Gautam.
Previously, her husband, filmmaker Aditya
Dhar had also extended support to ‘The Kashmir
Files’. in a series of tweets he wrote, “You might
have seen numerous videos of Kashmiri Pandits
breaking down in the theatres after watching

#TheKashmirFiles. The emotion is real. It shows
how long we kept our pain and tragedy repressed
as a community. We didn’t have any shoulder to cry
on and no ear to hear our pleas. This film is a brave
attempt to show our TRUTH! We were forced to
keep this tragedy a secret.”
He further added, “We tried moving on hoping
that time will heal our wounds. But we were seriously wrong. The wounds still remain. Almost all
of us till date are still suffering mentally, emotionally and even physically. It was not just the terrorism that killed so many, it was also what followed
the migration. Hats off to our elders for bringing us
up with so much dignity. Against all odds and
atrocities, they made sure we get the best of education, and make our country proud.” ‘The Kashmir
Files’ was released on March 11
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GuyOil, Education Ministry
staffers implicated in fuel theft
Under the A Partnership for National Unity + Alliance For Change
(APNU+AFC) government, staffers
from the Ministry of Education and the
Demerara Ice Factory found themselves
in hot water over the sale of stolen fuel.
The situation, which occurred in
December 2017, was brought up for discussion before the Parliamentary Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) on Monday.
According to the report, the fuel
was uplifted on 30 instances. As a result,
on average, in excess of one ‘45 gallon’
drum was uplifted on each occasion.
Based on the report, six vehicles not registered as property of the Ministry were
used to uplift 4,351 litres of diesel valued $788,773 from the Guyana Oil
Company’s (GuyOil) Regent Street location.
A police investigation later found
that hundreds of thousands of dollars in
stolen fuel from the Ministry of Education (MoE) was reportedly sold to the
Demerara Ice Factory, allegedly with the
full knowledge of the company’s manager at the time.
The full police report was laid over
to the PAC after Minister of Public
Works and PAC member, Juan Edghill,
sought answers from the Ministry on
new systems to prevent a recurrence.
“What I would like to know is if the
police investigations were completed,
what were the findings… and how many

A sitting of the Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee (PAC)

persons were charged?” Edghill queried.
In response, it was noted that at least two
persons from each agency were held culpable for the act.
Permanent Secretary of the MoE,
Alfred King told the committee that he
could only say that the police were
called in and the investigation was out of
the hands of the Ministry. He said, too,
that he could not say what the recommendations of the MoE are to prevent
situations like this since he was not the

PS at the time.
According to the AG report, the
Ministry wrote the police in January
2017 to investigate the matter of fuel.
The Ministry also sent a follow-up letter
to the police in February 2018, seeking
a status update of the investigation.
Based on the response, it was revealed that Mark Samuels, a driver who
was attached to the Ministry at the time,
had collected the fuel in pails and used
his father’s vehicle to transport it. His fa-

ther reportedly worked at the ice factory.
The fuel was reportedly purchased
by the company’s general manager. The
company official later denied the accusations in the police report.
However, both Samuels and the
general manager were charged in December 2018 with fraudulently obtaining
a little over $1 million in diesel from
GuyOil.
The Ministry acknowledged the
finding and stated that the matter was

Fake Covid tests trial: State rests case
The prosecution in Guyana on
Monday closed its case for the matter
involving the pharmaceutical supplier,
who allegedly provided the Ministry
of Health (MoH) with fake HIV testing kits.
The matter will continue on
March 25, 2022 before Magistrate Zameena Ali-Seepaul, who is presiding
over the matter at the Leonora Magistrate’s Court.
The company representative, who
is facing the charge is Davendra Rampersaud, a Technical Consultant to
Caribbean Medical Supplies
Inc. The company is located at Area
‘G’ Hydronie Railway, Parika, East
Bank Essequibo, and is one of the
country’s largest pharmaceutical supply companies. The charge was
brought against the company last year
by the Government Analyst Food and
Drug Department (GA-FDD).
On his first court appearance,
Rampersaud denied the charge, which
alleges that on January 16, 2020,
Caribbean Medical Supplies Inc., al-

One of the fake Covid test reports

legedly sold and supplied 400 units
(20 packs) of Uni-Gold HIV test kits,
batch #HIV7120026, with misleading
representation, a violation of the Food
and Drugs Act of 1971. Rampersaud
is charged for selling and supplying
the devices with misleading representation, which is a violation of the Food
and Drugs Act, Cap. 34:03, Part V,
Section 18 (1) of 1971, to the Materi-

als Management Unit (MMU) located
at 55-56 First Avenue, Diamond, East
Bank Demerara.
According to reports, a quantity
of the testing kits was seized by the
GA-FDD from the MMU of the MoH
at Diamond, East Bank Demerara, and
from local hospitals and laboratories.
This publication had reported that
the probe was launched into the fake

HIV testing kits after an Irish manufacturer wrote to the former Minister
of Public Health, Volda Lawrence,
during January 2020, warning that it is
aware of counterfeit Uni-Gold HIV
test kits in Guyana.
The Irish company supplied photographic evidence, which clearly indicated that the kits expired since July
2019. In its complaint, the company,
Trinity Biotech, named Caribbean
Medical Supplies Inc. as the company
that was allegedly supplying the expired testing kits.
According to the company, the
fake boxes were created with expiry
dates extended by 17 months, and the
kits repacked in them. Trinity Biotech
said that the products were already six
months out of date when they were
brought to Guyana. The company further claimed that its Trinidad-based
authorised distributor, Transcontinental Medical Products Limited, is the
only authorised distributor for the UniGold kits to Guyana.
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Guyana relaxes Covid restrictions,
say worst of virus is over
The Guyana government has announced the removal of most of the regulations that had been put in place to
curb the spread of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic.
Attorney General Anil Nandlall
stated that this signals that the country is
returning to a semblance of normalcy.
Guyana recorded 1,225 deaths and
63,147 infections linked to the virus
since the first case was reported in
March 2020.
The authorities announced the removal of restrictions on hosting and attending social activities and indicated
that mask-wearing, while no longer
mandatory, is still being encouraged.
The new COVID-19 measures announced on Monday night also state that
people will no longer need to present
proof of vaccination when entering public buildings. It was, however, encouraged that those public buildings continue
to keep sanitisation and handwashing
stations in place for visitors.
Businesses are also being encouraged to keep those stations in place and
encourage employees and visitors to
wear face masks. They are also encouraged to have systems in place to safeguard employees against COVID-19.

Visitors being checked for Covid symptons on arrival

The new regulations have also totally removed the restrictions on public
gatherings and religious houses will now
be allowed to host services and events at

full capacity.
For people travelling to Guyana,
the COVID-19 protocols remain in place
at the airports and other ports of entry.

Arriving passengers will still have to
provide evidence of a negative COVID19 PCR or antigen test along with proof
of vaccination.
The removal of the majority of the
restrictions comes as the country continues to see a decline in new cases. In the
past 24 hours, only five new cases were
recorded. The number of active COVID19 cases in the country is now below
150.
Nandlall told the state-controlled
Department of Public Information (DPI)
that Guyana is removing its COVID-19
restrictions as many other countries have
already done.
“Those guidelines are now far less
in number because we are moving many
of the regulations, many of the restrictions and many of the stipulations,” he
said, pointing out, however, that despite
the reduction in the regulations, people
are still encouraged to adhere to key
guidelines for their safety.
“Whilst we are lowering the guard,
so to speak, everyone is encouraged to
be careful, to be careful and practice the
normal rules of hygiene and to continue
to wear your face masks if you feel the
need to do so,” Nandlall said.

CRIME & COURTS

GDF Corporal killed at sister’s wedding
What was supposed to be a night
of celebration ended tragically for the
family of Chavez Mangal, a Corporal
of the Guyana Defence Force (GDF)
after he was reportedly stabbed to death
during a brawl at his sister’s wedding
on Sunday night.
The fatal stabbing, which ended
the life of the 30-year-old GDF medex,
occurred at Lot 142 Phase Two, Good
Hope, East Coast Demerara and was
perpetrated by a group of uninvited
guests.
Mangal’s younger sister got married on Sunday and it was at the
groom’s residence that the man was allegedly stabbed.
One of the dead man’s sisters, who
requested anonymity, said that it was a
chaotic scene that night. She said that
while everyone was enjoying themselves, there was this group of young
men who were picking trouble with
some girls on the dance floor. She
shared that the young men are from
“around the neighbourhood” but they

were never invited to the wedding.
“There were these young guys
there by the music set drinking and
touching girls as they dance,” the
woman explained. According to her, it
was one of her cousins and the young
men who had an altercation after that.
The woman said when the fight
broke out, the men started to pelt beer
bottles at each other, causing the guests
at the wedding to run and hide. Kaieteur News was told that Mangal got
stabbed while trying to be a peacemaker between his cousin and the
group of young men. After he got
stabbed, he reportedly ran into the
kitchen where he collapsed, and it was
one of sisters that discovered that he
was injured and rushed him to the hospital.
According to a police report, it
was one of the suspects, who was at the
DJ booth at the time, that pulled a knife
from his waist and stabbed the GDF
rank to his right upper chest. An eyewitness who related the stabbing inci-

Dead: Chavez Mangal

dent to police was also injured during
the brawl. He was stabbed to his left
hand.
The police reported that the four
young men had armed themselves with
glass bottles and began to throw the
bottles at the building, after which they
ran away.
The police report also states that
the 24-year-old DJ who had exited the
yard during the ordeal, was confronted

by one of the suspects who chopped
him to his left hand and robbed him of
a Mac Pro Book laptop computer valued some $130,000. The injured DJ
was taken to the Georgetown Public
Hospital Corporation (GPHC) where he
was examined and admitted.
The reports further states that
Mangal, who was rushed to the Dr. Balwant Singh Hospital, succumbed to his
injuries around 01:00hrs on Monday.
Mangal, who worked in the army
for about 10 years, resided at Enterprise
Garden, East Coast Demerara and was
described as a loving and caring person.
Meanwhile, it was reported that
one of the suspects was arrested about
five houses away from where the incident occurred. According to reports, he
was searched and ranks found two
knives and a scissors in his pants waist.
The suspect had visible injuries to his
forehead, left hand and body. He was
questioned about his injuries and he reportedly told police that he was at the
wedding house and was attacked.

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MARCH 17 2022

25

Support grows for plan to honour
Marcus Garvey on JA$100 note
Amidst raging debate over the images of national heroes and late prime
ministers on new banknotes set to be released this year as the country marks its
60th anniversary of Independence, one
bill has found favour with Rastafarians
and Pan-Africanists — the $100 note
that will feature the image of Marcus
Garvey.
Chakula Reggae band leader Errol
“Chakula” McDonald, attorney-at-law
Marcus Goffe, and singer Isha Bel all
voiced support for the banknote, saying
that the island's first national hero deserves the recognition and that the currency will push Jamaicans to research
his work, which had international impact.
“They say Marcus was the first national hero. To the work weh Marcus
Garvey do, there is nobody weh can
compare to him,” McDonald argued in
an interview with the Jamaica Observer
newspaper on Sunday.
“To me, I think it is symbolic that
Marcus Garvey should really have his
own thing. Marcus Garvey's teachings
will lead you back to Haile Selassie's
teachings. Selassie's teachings are what
the people of Jamaica need right now to
put them in the right mindset,” McDonald insisted.
“Marcus Garvey taught us about
self-reliance and overcoming our obstacles. We always a depend pon and a beg
people. We want loan and everything
from foreign when we have everything
that we need right here. All we need
right now is the will, and that is what
Marcus Garvey's teachings would give
to the people. He is the one who dem always forget over the years. He deserves
to be the only one [on the $100 banknote],” McDonald said.
Last week Tuesday, Finance Minister Dr Nigel Clarke, in his budget presentation, announced changes to all
banknotes, explaining that the decision
was not only to upgrade the security, use
of life, and technical needs of the currency, but to also restore the heroes to
prominence on the banknotes and promote unity in the country. The new notes
will also feature a Jamaica 60th anniversary logo, along with a shift in the security strip from the middle to the right.
A new $2,000 note will feature former prime ministers and political rivals
Michael Manley and Edward Seaga. National heroes Alexander Bustamante and
Norman Manley will be on the new
$1,000 bill, while national heroes Nanny
of the Maroons and Sam Sharpe will
feature on the new $500 note. Former
prime ministers Sir Donald Sangster and
Hugh Shearer will appear on the upgraded $5,000, while national heroes
Paul Bogle and George William Gordon
will feature on the upgraded $50 note.
Garvey is the only person to be featured
on the $100 note.
Born in St Ann's Bay, St Ann, on
August 17, 1887, Garvey rose to world

Marcus Garvey, Jamaica's first national hero, founded the UNIA

prominence as leader of the PanAfricanist movement, which sought to
unify people of African descent across
the world.
Historians say that by 1920 the
Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA), founded six years before
by Garvey, claimed four million members. The movement transformed him
into an inspirational figure for other civil
rights advocates, especially in the
United States.
Garvey's influence also helped to
pave the way for the Rastafarian faith to
take shape.
On Sunday, Goffe, himself a Rastafarian, said the decision to place Garvey
by himself was a good one.
“I would say that it is giving due
prominence to our first national hero for
his international significance, not only
for Jamaica, but for the whole African
Diaspora. One could even say that there
is no space for anyone to be there with
him. His presence is large enough. The
fact that he is there by himself is a fitting
standout,” said the attorney.
Bel, who is also a songwriter and
UNIA member, said that the new $100
should motivate people to want to know
why Garvey was given prominence
while other bills will bear the images of
two people.
“Him being on that money by himself is symbolic enough to show young
people that they should do some research. He was that advocate for African
people to know themselves and find
their own place and develop their own
industries. He went as far as to create the
UNIA. Everybody else copied his work.

Look at Singapore, their very system is
set up on a lot of Marcus Garvey's teachings,” argued Bel, whose given name
Natalie Walsh.
“He created so many platforms for

so many people. He made such a big impact in the USA. He started companies
when black people weren't considered
forerunners to start any business. He did
so much across continents. He is the first
man to bring the African Diaspora from
all different angles together. He is a
black African man who pulled himself
from being a printer's son and went on
to continually cut roads until he reached
the US, and that was before anybody
else was doing it,” Bel said.
“He lit a spark in black people
around the world. Our other leaders followed the British models. Marcus Garvey did not follow anybody. Marcus
Garvey should be taught in schools to
young people. If we put a lot of Marcus
Garvey's philosophies you would find
that more creators are coming instead of
our country regressing and copying
everybody when we used to be pioneers,” she said.
In the meantime, McDonald disagreed with idea of printing a banknote
with images of Manley and Seaga beside
each other.
“I am not of the view that Seaga
and Manley should be on one bill. That
is not going to make unity. What is
going to make unity is policies that will
engage all parties and people of Jamaica.
Both of them stood for something completely different. I see what dem trying
to do, but I think it is ill-advised,” he
said.

Petrojam moves to
secure JA fuel supply
Petrojam has said that all efforts are being made to ensure uninterrupted
fuel supply during the Russia-Ukraine war.
According to General Manager Winston Watson, current supply arrangements remain intact and the refinery is actively pursuing additional suppliers.
“During these types of geopolitical events, smaller countries such as Jamaica may experience greater challenges in sourcing both crude oil and refined
products. However, we are sparing no efforts to ensure that we have access to
reliable crude and product supply,” a Petrojam release quotes Watson.
He said that a team from the refinery is currently in the USA attending the
annual American Fuel Petrochemical Manufacturers conference to meet with oil
traders and other national oil companies in an effort to secure additional options/contracts for both crude oil and refined products.
“Currently, the refinery sources crude from Petrobas in Brazil and from
Colombia and Ecuador. Small quantities of crude are also purchased from Barbados. However, since this Ukraine crisis, the refinery has reached out to other
countries in the region, including Guyana and Argentina, to secure additional
options for crude oil, and is currently in dialogue with PetroEcuador (Ecuador)
and Ecopetrol (Colombia) to establish term supply agreements,” Watson said.
Petrojam said it is also in dialogue with the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC) with a view to secure a term arrangement to source approximately four million barrels of crude oil per annum. The refinery also has
existing term contracts in place with current and alternative suppliers of refined
products.
Watson said that Petrojam has additional crude oil storage in St Eustatius,
where up to one million barrels of crude oil can be stored and then shipped to
Petrojam in required quantities for processing. Alternative storage arrangements
are also being explored.
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Former T&T CoP asks DPP to
investigate PM Rowley
Investigate the Prime Minister.
The T&T Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) was sent two letters on
Monday requesting that Prime Minister
Dr Keith Rowley be investigated following his disclosure that it was he who
met then-Police Service Commission
(PolSC) chairman Bliss Seepersad at
President’s House and provided her with
information with respect to then-police
commissioner Gary Griffith.
The Prime Minister revealed this
information in an interview with the Express newspaper which was published
Sunday.
Following the receipt of this information last year, Seepersad withdrew
the Merit List which had placed Griffith
as the lead candidate for the position of
Police Commissioner, invited the Commission to reopen the vetting process
and to agree to the appointment of a
probe by Justice Stanley John into the
administration of Firearms Users Licences (FULs).
On the heels of the Express report,
Griffith immediately wrote to DPP
Roger Gaspard SC and copied the letter
to the PolSC and Police Complaints Authority (PCA) raising concerns about the
failure of the police to launch transparent investigations surrounding the removal of the Merit List for the post of
Police Commissioner.
United National Congress (UNC)
Opposition Senator David Nakhid also
wrote to the DPP calling on him to
launch an investigation into misbehaviour in public office by Rowley.
Speaking on an interview with
i95.5 FM, Griffith claimed the Prime
Minister tried to get him to go after political opponents and injected $35 million in the Police Service to support this.
“The problem I had with the Prime
Minister is that he tried to directly influence me in things he was out of place
with. When a prime minister would
pump $35 million into the police account to try to tell me use that to hire
foreign attorneys to directly try to arrest
political opponents, that is not how I am
cut,” he said.
Griffith said he was against a Prime
Minister trying to tell him to appoint
foreign persons to deal with DSS matters.
The DSS matter involves the
seizure (and return) of $22 million
found in a house at Kathleen Warner
Drive, La Horquetta, on September 22.
Nine people were initially detained in
that investigation.
However, the following day, the
money was returned to the company,
and the nine people were released from

Former TT Police Commissioner Gary Griffith with Prime Minister Keith Rowley

custody.
This was allegedly done without
the knowledge of senior officials in the
Police Service and, as a result, an investigation into how this came about was
launched.
This culminated on October 16
with four police officers being suspended and another 11 transferred on
October 16, under orders from former
commissioner Griffith.
In October 2021, two police investigators from Barbados were in Trinidad
to assist in the investigation.
In a later telephone interview with
the Express, Griffith said the Prime
Minister’s disclosure is a “distraction”
from the Paria diving tragedy where the
lives of four divers were lost.
However, he said now that it is in
the public domain again, Rowley is the
last one who should be accusing anyone
of being disrespectful, pointing out that
it was former prime minister Patrick
Manning who warned the country about
Rowley.
Griffith questioned if Rowley had
such deep issues with him why then did

Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi bring
legislation to ensure he was appointed
as acting top cop after his tenure came
to an end.
He also asked why was the Prime
Minister not courageous to reject his
name as a nominee for Police Commissioner in the Parliament in accordance
with the constitutional process.
Griffith said the DPP has the power
to call upon the police to answer why
matters requiring thorough investigation
have not yet been actioned by the Acting
Police Commissioner McDonald Jacob.
In his letter to the DPP, Griffith
stated that while he was in the position
as Acting Police Commissioner he had
written to Jacob requesting investigations emanating from the scrapping of
the Merit List.
Griffith stated that after several
months, there seems to be a “deliberate
refusal” to commence these investigations or possible plans to have it influenced.
He added that Jacob decided to
have a senior officer in Special Branch,
who is responsible for the security of the

Prime Minister and who reports directly
to the Prime Minister, to be the sole authority to ascertain if these matters even
warrant an investigation.
“I deem this decision shocking and
reeks of a possible blatant cover-up, as
one simply has to refer to Emailgate,
which comprised no complainant, and
not one shred of proper evidence, but
was thoroughly investigated by TTPS
then, as it was deemed a matter of public
importance and national interest of alleged criminal activity by persons in
high office,” he stated in the letter.
Griffith said the difference in this
matter, however, is that there is concrete
information and documentation that
“improper behaviour” did take place involving several issues of wrongdoing.
Griffith listed nine instances of
wrongdoing.
He said the police were asked to
probe the actions of parties involved including President Paula-Mae Weekes,
former PolSC members including former chairman Bliss Seepersad and government ministers.
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Transgender TT beauty contestant
says she gets hate mail, threats
Trinidad and Tobago national
Giselle Devereaux-Iman, who participated in the Miss Trans Star International
Pageant in Spain, took to the competition
stage on Friday to lash out at Trinidadians for their lack of support.
Miss Trans Star International is a
beauty pageant for transgender women.
Devereaux-Iman, who identifies as
a woman, also revealed that people from
this country have been sending her death
threats and a lot of “hate” mail.
The 36-year-old and 27 other transgender candidates from around the world
took part in the beauty pageant in
Barcelona.
The contestants participated in a
full week of activities and competitions
in the lead-up to coronation night on Saturday.
It was during the preliminary show
on Friday, which featured evening gown,
national costume and swimsuit competitions, that Devereaux-Iman made the
comments.
“I come from the twin island of
Trinidad and Tobago, which is a third
world country. With me standing on this
stage right now, my country isn’t happy
with me. They send me a lot of death
threats, a lot of hate e-mails in my account,” she said.
“But I have one thing to say to
Trinidad and Tobago: I am happy. I am
proud. I love myself and no matter what
you say or do I am not going to stop.
Transgenders are here forever! I am
proud, I am courageous, I am loved, I am
determined, I am powerful and I am a
black empowered woman,” she added.
There was resounding applause
from the audience and other contestants
as Devereaux-Iman ended.
Other competitors spoke about the
challenges they faced being transgender,
the obstacles they had to overcome, and

Giselle Devereaux-Iman: Ms Transgender T&T

lauded the people who supported them
along the way.
The preliminary round of the competition was carried live on Facebook

and was viewed 58,000 times.
On coronation night, the T&T contestant made it to the top 16 but did not
advance to the top 11. Nicaragua’s

Tiffany Gonzalez was crowned winner.
T&T Tourism Minister Randall
Mitchell said via WhatsApp that he was
not aware of the competition.
Asked to comment on DevereauxIman’s statements, he said: “I am a
stranger to that contestant and to that
competition, but I am happy that they are
happy. Happiness is to be celebrated.”
On Facebook, many people felt Devereaux-Iman was unpatriotic.
“How can you represent a country
and have zero national pride. I understand this person may have been the victim of cyber-bullying but the way this
was expressed was totally wrong. Not
the forum in my opinion. Airing dirty
laundry on an international stage is trying too hard,” one woman pointed out.
Another commenter described the
T&T contestant as “opportunistic and
immature”.
“I’m all for equal rights. My concern is how can you wear the banner of
Trinidad and Tobago, and only be afforded that platform because you’re a
delegate representing T&T, and then
stand and send an aggressive message to
Trinidad and Tobago as if you’re breaking free from your oppressor (oppressor
being T&T), all while you’re literally
representing T&T!?”
“You should be speaking as an independent party then. Isn’t the point of
being a delegate under the patronage of
the T&T agency who sent you, to
proudly represent T&T? So you’re using
the platform T&T affords you to bash us
on a topic that is globally sensitive and
settle a score with your antagonists?” she
stated.
“I am happy there are competitions
like this for trans-women and happy she
can be herself, but she didn’t have to embarrass this country so,” said another
woman.

IMF: T&T dollar overvalued by 20.4%
THE real effective exchange rate
(REER) of the T&T dollar implies that
it is overvalued by 20.4 per cent, according to one of two models used by
the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
to assess the competitiveness of the
currency.
The real effective exchange rate is
a measure of the value of a currency
against a weighted average of several
foreign currencies) divided by a price
deflator or index of costs.
Writing in the Article IV Consultation staff report, which was released
last week, the IMF team that studied
the T&T economy said the country’s
real effective exchange rate depreciated
by 7.2 per cent between March 2020

and June 2021 due to a 3.7 per cent depreciation in the nominal effective exchange rate and a 3.5 per cent decrease
in the relative price index.
“Despite this depreciation, the real
effective exchange rate remains overvalued with respect to the levels implied by medium-term fundamentals
and desirable policies.
“This is consistent with the observed tightness in the domestic foreign exchange market and the
one-sided interventions by the Central
Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, which
have kept the nominal exchange rate
vis-à-vis the US dollar stable.”
In its assessment, the IMF team
said one model that used changes in

T&T’s current account—which is the
difference between the value of exports
of goods and services and the value of
imports of goods and services—implied a real effective exchange rate
overvaluation of 11.6 per cent.
This is consistent with the direction of overvaluation produced by another model using the real effective
exchange rate to imply the overvaluation of 20.4 per cent, according to the
Article IV report.
Since the March 2020 to June
2021 period used by the IMF, the
prices of T&T’s main exports of natural gas, crude oil, ammonia and
methanol have rebounded, which could
have a positive impact on the current

account.
“The current account balance surplus narrowed significantly from 4.3
per cent of GDP in 2019 to 0.1 per cent
of GDP in 2020 due to a sharp decline
in energy exports, driven by the weak
performance of the energy sector from
supply shocks coupled with the energy
price shock that accompanied the
global pandemic,” said the IMF.
And the Washington DC-based institution added that T&T’s current account balance is expected to recover
significantly to a surplus of 11.2 per
cent of GDP in 2021 and remain in surplus over the medium term at the back
of the recovery in the energy sector.
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Australia brush aside Windies
in Women's World Cup
AUSTRALIA BRUSHED aside a
lacklustre West Indies by seven wickets
on Tuesday in their ICC Women's World
Cup encounter at Wellington, New
Zealand.
With the result, Australia moved to
the top of the eight-team group with a
perfect eight points from four games,
while the West Indies, who lost the second successive match (after winning
their first two), are fifth with four
points.
The West Indies decided to bat
after winning the toss, but were dismissed for 131 off 45.5 overs. Veteran
pacer Ellyse Perry set the tone early
with two wickets, in successive balls, in
her first (and Australia's second) over opener Hayley Matthews and Kycia
Knight scoring ducks. Perry would later
remove the other opener, Deandra Dottin, for 16.
Captain Stafanie Taylor, who made
50 (91 balls, three fours) and wicketkeeper/batter Shemaine Campbell (20
off 51 balls with two fours) featured in
a fourth-wicket partnership of 36, but
when Campbelle was dismissed, there
was little fight from the WI team.
Perry, who was named as the
Player of the Match, claimed figures of
three wickets for 22 runs, while offspinner Ashleigh Gardner had 3/25 and
left-arm spinner Jess Jonassen 2/18.
Australia were in trouble at 7/2
with Matthews taking two catches, one
off her own bowling from a straight
drive by Alyssa Healy (three) and the

WI women's captain Stafanie Taylor

other at slip when skipper Meg Lanning
(duck) slashed at one from pacer
Shamilia Connell.
Matthews took another catch, from
Perry (10), to give pacer Chinelle Henry
her lone wicket, but Australia's opener
Rachael Haynes and Beth Mooney
ended all WI's victory chances with an
unbroken fourth-wicket partnership of

74. Haynes was unbeaten on 83 (95
balls, nine fours) while Mooney was on
28 (42 balls, three fours) as the Aussies
reached 132/3 off 30.2 overs.
The WI would be back in action on
Friday (Thursday evening TT time)
when they square off against
Bangladesh.
Scores:

WEST INDIES WOMEN 131
(45.5 overs) - Stafanie Taylor 50, Shemaine Campbelle 20; Ellyse Perry 3-22,
Ashleigh Gardner 3-25 vs AUSTRALIA WOMEN 132-3 (30.2 overs)
- Rachael Haynes 83 not out, Beth
Mooney 28 not out. Australia Women
won by seven wickets.

Cooper: WCPL will develop women players
EXPERIENCED West Indies
Women’s cricketer Britney Cooper expects that there will be greater exposure for younger regional players,
when the inaugural Women’s
Caribbean Premier League (WCPL)
takes place from August 30 to September 30, 2022.
“It will be the first time a lot of
young players in the Caribbean would
be exposed to playing cricket on live
television, and it will be a big opportunity for other franchises from Australia, England and even India to see
their talent and to pick more West Indians in those competitions,” said
Cooper, during a telephone interview
on Monday.
Cooper was a part of the WI team
who won the ICC T20 Women’s World
Cup in India in 2016. However, she
has been out of action since the beginning of 2022 due to injury.
In a media release on Monday,
the CPL announced that the 2022 competition will take place from August
30 to September 30.

As far as the WCPL is concerned,
there will be three franchise teams,
which, according to the media release,
"will showcase the best women’s
cricketers from across the Caribbean
with overseas stars rounding out the
teams.
"The three teams who will compete in the inaugural WCPL will be
Barbados Royals, Guyana Amazon
Warriors and Trinbago Knight Riders,"
the media release continued. "The
women’s tournament will take place
during the men’s event inside the Hero
CPL tournament window which this
year will run from 30 August and 30
September."
Concerning the impending
WCPL, Cooper said, “I’m really excited. We had the T10 Challenge in
2019.
“Cricket West Indies and the CPL
have been in discussions to actually
have a women’s CPL, and the fact that
it’s actually come into play is going to
be really exciting,” she added. “I know
it’s going to help develop women’s

Britney Cooper

cricket in the region a lot.”
There has not been a regional
women's cricket tournament in the
Caribbean since the start of the
covid19 pandemic in March 2020.
Is this a good opportunity for
some of the players to boost their T20
skills and stake a claim for future WI
selection? “Yes,” she replied. “It’s un-

fortunate to know that, because of
covid, we have not had a regional tournament for the past couple of years,
but this CPL is going to be more than
development for women cricket in the
region.
“Women’s T20 cricket is going to
be played in the Commonwealth
Games (in Birmingham, England in
July and August this year),” said
Cooper.
Barbados will be the Caribbean
representative at the Commonwealth
Games, by virtue of being the T20
Blaze (regional T20) champions.
“It's not really going to be a big
factor (for the Caribbean entrants) this
year but it’s going to be a factor once
the Women’s CPL continues.”
Cooper is hopeful that there
would be the resumption of the WI 50over and youth tournaments.
“I’m really hoping that Cricket
West Indies could start back the regional tournaments as soon as possible,” she said. “We are in a current
World Cup year.”
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