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SHERATON IN GUYANA: THE iconic Sheraton Hotel and Resort
brand, a subsidiary of Marriott International, is being brought to Guyana with
the establishment of a 200-room Sheraton Hotel and 224 residences, which is
expected to be built in Providence, East Bank Demerara, and opened by 2025.
The hotel, which will occupy one of the two towers, will feature a neighbourhood with residential, commercial, and retail centres, offering guests a variety of
experiences to explore. See story on Page 26

Rudy Grant is new
Barbados Envoy to
Miami. Story, Page 13

MEETING THE DIASPORA: Guyana’s Minister of Natural Resources
Vickram Bharrat (inset) will be the feature speaker at Guyana Night, which will
showcase investment and other opportunities in the country. It takes place in
Toronto on June 13 at 5 p.m. at the Toronto Dominion Centre, 77 King street
West, Suite 500. Above, the man in charge of the Guyana Office for Investment
Dr. Peter Ramsaroop (r), spoke to a Diaspora audience in Washington DC for the
country’s 56th Independence Anniversary. He is pictured above at the event with
former Guyana Prime Minister Samuel Hinds, now Guyana’s Ambassador to the
US, at left, and another dignitary. See full story on Page 13

ATLANTIC EDGE Insurance Brokers Inc
All types of insurance Your Search Ends Here Call SHARON RAMRATTAN
85 David Street, Unit 1 A, Subrynville, Georgetown, Guyana. Off: 592- 223-6071
Cell 592 - 613 -0475 INFO@ATLANTICEDGEBROKERAGE.COM
See my ad
on Page 2
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal
Bank for 18 years
* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team
leadership, inclusive of management
* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals
* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to
successful home ownership

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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Toronto teen arrested after threatening mass shooting event in Florida
A teen has been arrested in Ontario
after making online threats to commit a
mass shooting at an LGBTQ pride event
in West Palm Beach, Fla., authorities
say.
The West Palm Beach Police Department says a 17-year-old boy was arrested on Monday morning and charged
with threats to commit a mass shooting.
Additional charges are pending, they
say, including: written or electronic
threats to kill, do bodily injury, or conduct a mass shooting or an act of terrorism.
On Sunday, the Miami Police Department received a report of a threat
made against the Pride on the Block
2022 event in West Palm Beach on the
video chat platform Omegle, West Palm
Beach police said in a news release.
Police say in the video, the teen
was waving a gun, making anti-LGBTQ
comments, and said he would be carrying out a mass shooting that day at the
event. The teen also claimed to live in
Palm Beach County, West Palm Beach
police say.

The Pride on the Block event in West Palm beach, which a Toronto teen threatened to shoot up

Miami police notified West Palm
Beach police, which launched an investigation. Police also brought in additional security to the event after being
made aware of the threat.
The boy, who cannot be identified
under the Youth Criminal Justice Act,
was arrested Monday as a result of a

joint international investigation between
the New York Police Department,
Toronto Police Service, Peel Regional
Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Toronto police referred a request
for more information to Peel police, saying Peel was "involved in the arrest."

Peel police offered few other details, except to say that the "matter has
been investigated and addressed, and
there is no current concern of any public
safety threat." Investigators have recovered both the video and the gun seen in
it, West Palm Beach police said in its
news release.

Canadians eating less due to rising food prices
A new survey suggests a growing
number of Canadians are struggling
with the rising cost of food as prices for
basics like pasta, bread and meat all
soar.
The poll from Food Banks Canada
indicates hunger and food insecurity are
increasing across the country, with
lower-income Canadians hit hardest by
inflation.
"It's really hard to hear just how
many people in this country are struggling," Food Banks Canada CEO
Kirstin Beardsley said in an interview
Monday. "We found that nearly one in
five Canadians report going hungry
over the last two years."
The survey, conducted by Mainstreet Research, found almost a quarter
of Canadians reported eating less than
they should because there wasn't
enough money for food — a figure that

nearly doubled for those earning under
$50,000 a year.
Shrinkflation is happening on grocery store shelves. What it is, and how
to avoid
It also found that one in five Canadians reported going hungry at least
once between March 2020 and March
2022.
The automated telephone interview poll surveyed 4,009 adults from
Feb. 25 to March 2. For comparison
purposes only, a random sample of the
same size would yield a margin of error
of plus or minus 1.5 percentage points,
19 times out of 20.
Beardsley says the majority of
food banks are already stretched to their
limit and this summer is expected to be
the toughest in the organization's 41year history.
"Food banks in most regions of

Canada are experiencing an influx of
Canadians visiting food banks for the
first time — a number that's increased
by up to 25 per cent in some regions,"
she said in a statement.
"Canadians are telling us that they
are running out of money for food because of rising housing, gas, energy and
food costs."
Canada's inflation rate inches up

again, to new 31-year high of 6.8%
Statistics Canada says consumers
paid 9.7 per cent more for food at stores
in April compared with a year ago, the
largest increase since September 1981.
The federal agency says pasta
prices were up 19.6 per cent year over
year, cereal products rose 13.9 per cent,
bread increased 12.2 per cent and fresh
fruit costs spiked 10 per cent.
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Thegames,
gun epidemic
Stop the
AG Williams
The mass shootings that occur daily
The decision by Guyana Attorney Genright across the border from us are reaeral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
sons for concern, as they seem to cointhe decision by Chief Justice Roxanne
cide with an upsurge in gun crimes in
George-Wiltshire’s findings that last Deour
own neighbourhoods.
cember’s
No-confidence
the in
Shootings,
which vote
wereagainst
a rarity
government
was
constitutional,
is
grasping
Canadian cities, seem to be occurring
at straws.
more
frequently here in recent times.
“Thelittle
Honourable
Chiefit’s
Justice
There’s
doubt that
due Roxto easy
anne
George-Wiltshire
erred
and
misdiaccess to guns from across the border.
And
that’s
no surprise,
giventhat
how
rected
herself
in law
when she ruled
easy
it is forofpeople
to buy upon
gunsalegally
the motion
no-confidence
diviinsion
thevote
USA.
In
most
states,
any
person
of 33:32 members of the National
over
the age
18 canpassed
simply
walk
into
Assembly
wasofvalidly
as the
requiasite
store
and buy
a gun
without
any quesmajority
of all
the elected
members
of
tions
asked.
Since
those
weapons
are
far
the National Assembly, pursuant to article
more valuable in Canada, where it isn’t
106 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney
as easy to buy a gun, they are being sold
General contends in his appeal.
and smuggled across the border for big
In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire
bucks.
explained
in getting
a majority,
oneany
It is, that
sadly,
an easy
score for
sidewanting
must acquire
one
more
the other
one
to buy
one,
or than
anyone
wantside.
ing
toAn
sellabsolute
one. majority, she said, as
specified
the constitution,
a majority
This by
is why
we supportisthe
Federal
government’s new gun control bill, introduced in parliament last week. The
proposed measures would freeze handgun ownership in this country, ban the
sale Dear
of long-gun
Friends, magazines that hold
moreMy
than
and
implement
a
wifefive
androunds
I came to
Guyana
41 years
mandatory
buyback
of
assault-style
ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í
weapons.
community. As we have no clergy in the
However, while this move is laudBahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

able,
it doesn’t seem to address the main
of all Members of Parliament present repath for illegal gun ownership in
gardless if they are present or not. The
Canada: the US border.
chief justice concluded that an absolute maPublic Safety Minister Marco Menjority is 33.
dicino,
who is sponsoring this bill, has
As
such,
she ruled,
motion was
said he is aware
of thetheproblem
withconthe
stitutionally
allowed,
and
therefore
legal.
border.
This And
means he
that said
the Granger
government is
his department
must abidetobygive
the constitution,
which says
working
law enforcement
the
they
must
step
down
and
call
elections
tools they need to counter increasingly
sophisticated
useconfihighwithin 90 days smugglers
of the date ofwho
the no
speed
boats,
hidden
compartments
in
dence vote,
which
was December
21, 2018.
trucks,
drones
and
even
helicopters
to
It is reasonable to expect that the
supply
lucrative market
illegal
Granger aadministration,
which isfor
sworn
to
weapons
in
this
country.
uphold the constitution, will abide by it,
"We've already provided $350 milnow that its bid to overturn the vote has
lion specifically for the purposes of
been found lacking.
fighting organized crime and we're going
If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal
to renew that particular fund in the comadministration.
ing weeks and months," Mendicino said
The
move by with
Williams,
in an
interview
CBCtherefore,
News, adding
seemsC-21
to us will
just another
attempt
to forestall
Bill
increase
the maximum
the inevitable
in a desperateand
bidgive
to hold
on
sentence
for smuggling
police
to
power.
additional powers in the form of wiretapping and surveillance of suspected criminals.
Mendicino also told the CBC the
government also intends "to make sure"
police
"use technology,
whether
it'sbeen
Xgreat amount
of time and effort
has now
ray
technology,
likecare
scanning
devoted
to my own
in one those
of thecomvery
mercial
vehicles
where
firearms
can
good hospitals in Georgetown. But, be
of
embedded,
or
even
new
technologies
to
course, the other major priority has been the
surveil
the
skies."
safety of the school community. Our team at

But critics fear this is just talk, since
Legal minds everywhere have said that
in the last year, guns seem to be easily
the government has no ground to stand on
finding their way across the border, and
via this latest appeal. All it is doing is dragthe dozens of shooting victims in cities
ging the country through political uncerlike Toronto are testament to their wantainty
at aby
time
when clear leadership is
ton use
criminals.
needed
to
move
nation forwardhave
in terms
Canadiantheauthorities
reof
dealing
with
its
own
fledgling
oil
econported record numbers of seizures of ilomy,
well as theatinternational
in
legalasfirearms
the bordercrisis
in recent
Venezuela,
right
next
door.
years. Mendicino said the most recent
statistics
number
of seizures
Securityshow
issuesthe
at home
are also
paradoubled
from
to 2021,
mount,
with
crime2020
seeming
to be onalthough
an
he
acknowledged
that
many
more
guns
ever-increasing trajectory that includes the
still
got
through.
shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most
Exactexpatriates,
numbers are
hard to
pinpoint,
celebrated
Dr Brian
O’Toole,
in
part
because
some
police
forces
don't
and murders that are happening almost
trace the firearms they seize.
every day.
But investigators say handguns can
AG Williams and President Granger
be bought for a few hundred dollars at
might also be accused of trying to buy time
U.S. gun shows with a minimal amount
to
the offices and
they hold
try to dis- into
ofuse
paperwork,
then tosmuggled
credit
any—
opposition
theysell
mayfor
face
at the
Canada
where they
thousands
polls,
including using the state-controlled
of dollars.
mediaEasy
as well
as lawtoenforcement
access
guns in thetactics
USAtois
not just an American problem, but a
Canadian one as well, even though we
have the toughest gun control laws on
the continent.
So here
maybe
theother
issuecountries,
at hand is
whether
or in
arenot
a
trying toofstop
the illegalinsmuggling
of
symptom
the breakdown
society and as
gunswe
across
the border,
be
such
need radical
steps towhich
addresswill
social
practically
to do,what
butwe
to are
adissues.
Whilstimpossible
we don’t pretend
dress
the
question
as
to
why
criminals
sharing now is the solution across George-

resort to guns in the first place.
That’s the view, at least, of one
They may think these are strategic
woman who lost a son to gun violence in
moves, but the drama is being seen by the
2016. Evelyn Fox, who founded Cominternational community for what it is: a
munities for Zero Violence after the loss
desperate
attempt
to hold
onto
power.
The
of her son,
argues,
"We
can't
eliminate
global
community
has
communicated
as
the firearms that come across the border.
much
to the
GuyanaWe're
government.
It's not
feasible.
never going to do
To add
thethe
Guyana
Elec-why
that.
Buttoifthe
wewoes,
tackle
reasons
tions
Commission,
headed
by
a
geriatric
someone picks up a firearm in the first
place, there
a demand
chairman
who wouldn't
has been inbeillsuch
health,
is now
for them."
saying
that the agency will not be prepared
Once
again,
the
question
to hold elections
untilhowever,
July – four
months
is
how
to
do
that.
after it is constitutionally due.
As the
it stands,
those
us who
Since
chairman
of theofagency
washave
been
victims
of
gun
violence
in
Canada,
handpicked by the Granger administration,
or know someone who is, or are just fed
we have to openly wonder whether this,
up of the number of shootings in this
too, is another delaying tactic by the govcountry, can only hope that our Ameriernment.
can neighbours get their act together to
It’s time
stopguns
the games
and callinto
the the
control
thetoway
are getting
elections
hands ofnow.
their people.
Guyana’s
hard
foughtby
for,lawis
Given democracy,
the lack of
action
atmakers
stake. in that country to the mass shootings that happen so frequently -- over
230 so far for 2020 -- and their apparent
indifference to the mass slaughter of
schoolchildren at their places of learning, we In
don’t
have much
hope.
gramme.
addition,
they use
art, music,
saying
goes, when
USA
sport, As
and the
drama
to facilitate
these the
discussneezes,
Canada
catches
the
cold.
The
sions.
gun
epidemic
is ofa our
perfect
example
Surely
now part
conversation
hasof
that.
got to be how do we address the social issues
bring them into disrepute.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we Nations has been working tirelessly to ad- town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup- and definitely at the same time take the necstarted School of the Nations which began dress thatand regain the peace and compo- port and training we are giving to our essary steps to deal with threats and viowith 5 children and has now grown to a com- sure we have had at Nations for more than students in Nations. I recently took a group lence. These activities have proven really
of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister stimulating and uplifting and are addressing
munity of more than 3,500. We have partner- two decades.
This violent action from a member of the school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad- some of the challenges the youth face all
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
The Editor:
and columnists make fun of the names of our people? allow anyone to use it conveniently to make minor poLondon, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the public is totally new in Guyana and unprece- emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn over this country and indeed all over the
While Rome burns or rather Trinidad and Tobago, I went through the school system here and my surname litical gains at the detriment of our unity and peace.
world.
have
very God
fortunate
in this
power of
themade
arts but more As
importhat allow
offer internationally
appear
thatheritage)
it has beenwasabout
weUK
continue
to us
betodistracted
and allowac-our dented.
leadersBut
to it would
(of East
Indian
also the
ridiculed
and
I opened
myWe
eyes
andbeen
thanked
for another
tantly
to
learn
about
social
issues
and
what
process
to
have
had
youth
from
the
fuelled
by
social
media
where
initial
comcredited
undergraduate
and
graduate
proplay tit for tat and set the bar lower each day.
fun off. Does that not end when you leave school?
day, sadness and anger filled me to think about the UK,
state
and other
countries
to help
develop
by a handful Lest
students
in Guyana
caneducation
do to address
them. This
has country.
been Canada
grammes.
The School
has Profession
been a ments
A respected
seniorofinNations
the Legal
recently
we forget,
wehas
have youth
a failed
system
of our
Oppression
comes
in many
forms
and
took
to
social
media
and
posted
“race
baiting
by
the
where
students
go
to
school
to
get
dismembered
and
atwhen
we
think
of
the
quality
of
life
we
lead,
the
failed
source of great joy to us as we have seen our been transformed by comments from a small part of an ongoing programme of training at this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing
PNM
is picong,
else…
its seditious.”
Let
tacked,
daily American
home invasions,
we have
healthcare
crime, stifling
economy…it
makes
andmore
indeedpotholes
at our house
on this re-system,
this message
is simply
to explore one
reofus
students
in North
and Nations
graduates
serveby
in anyone
important
capacities
in group
notGuyana
fall inand
the other
trap designed
to
distract
us
from
the
daily
than
roads,
to
access
foreign
exchange
in
this
country
one
wonder
who
our
oppressors
really
are?
Reminissponse to the growing violence in our socigrew into aggressive and dangerous state- flective process.
part of the world.
dangers we face.
is like winning the lottery, corruption and nepotism cent of George Orwell’s Animal Farm, when the aniSeveral months ago , we started a weekly ety.
But then a new chapter opened last Sun- ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the
Our colonial oppressors must be sitting, sipping plagues major government institutions with no recourse mals were able to get rid of the oppressive humans,
programme
with to
6thpull
Formers
helping
stu- the oppressors?
In the final analysis
these
challenges
very
real
dangers
of
social
media
which
draday
when
I
was
shot
outside
my
home
by
on hell’s finest cocktails along with the big red guy and best of all, our leaders who are entrusted
us who
became
Perhaps
“All
animalscan
are
only
be addressed
by usequal
all working
together.
matically
the shooting
on Sunfrom Forms
1, 2,up
andin3 get
together
what many
people believe
may
be someone
himself
and sharing
a hearty
laugh
at us dotish
Trinida-escalated
out oftothis
mess, mount
pettydents
platforms,
decked
equal,
buttosome
animals
are more
than others.”
Heartfelt
greetingsbetter from our leadrelated to the purposeWe
of life
fromfor
theallowing
Nations community.
I was informed
day night.
on the one and
handegotism,
we are now
dians
further division
in our society
whilstSo arrogance
to callstudy
eachmaterial
other names.
must unite
and demand
our
problems
Howhas
is itreached
possible
we to
still
has to
wondertoif historians
as Froude
ers. Let
Einstein’s
definition
of insanity
no longer apply
and how tosuch
lead moral
and fulfilling
lives
as
Dr.
Brian O’Toole,
MBE
trying
look at theOne
physical
challenges
only
yesterdayworsen.
that this news
the that
have
“C”
and
“N”
word
problems
when
we
BOTH
sufand
others
who
claimed
that
Caribbean
people
were
into
us…
Trinidad
and
Tobago
will
prosper
for it.
Director, School of the Nations
Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as overcome to make our school community well as how to deal with the turbulence charfered
cruelty
and
hardships
from
Western
oppressors?
capable
of
governing
themselves
and
would
need
the
Rishi
N.
D.
Tripathi
safe for everyone. But the other challenge is acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana
such wanted to share this update.
Are we in 2022 or the early 1900s?
firm hand of the Crown to survive, were possibly on to
Attorney-at-Law
Since one of the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now
How is it acceptable to have media personalities something. Our diversity is OUR strength, we must not
In the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a
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President Ali attends Summit of the Americas
PRESIDENT, Dr Irfaan Ali is leading a delegation to Los Angeles, California, USA, to attend the ninth Summit of
the Americas, which is slated for this
week.
The event is being held under the
theme, “Building a Sustainable, Resilient, and Equitable Future.”
First Lady Arya Ali is accompanying the Head of State; Minister of Foreign
Affairs
and
International
Cooperation, Hugh Todd; Foreign Secretary Robert Persaud and Ambassador
George Talbot.
According to a release from the Office of the President, through the summit, leaders from the United States,
North, Central, and South America and
the Caribbean are expected to explore
economic relationships and shared goals
for the Western Hemisphere.
Discussions are forecasted to cover
democracy; clean energy; digital transformation; climate change; migration;
recovery from the coronavirus pandemic; building resilience and boosting
economic growth. Several initiatives are
expected to be launched in some of these
areas.
Over the years, the summits have
focused on critical cooperation in the
Americas. This has allowed countries to
work together to promote democracy
and human rights; increase economic
competitiveness; promote development;

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali: in Los Angeles

improve access to clean energy and
communication technology; strengthen
regional security and counter illicit trafficking.
In the eighth summit, leaders had
committed to fighting corruption that undermines democratic governance when
they met in Lima, Peru, in 2018.
The United States is hosting for the
first time since the summit began in
Miami in 1994 with President Bill Clin

-ton. A packed schedule of events is
carded for the week, including plenary
and roundtable discussions.
The success of the summit will depend on adoption of an ambitious and
action-oriented agenda, and on implementation of the commitments leaders
make in Los Angeles in June to address
these challenges.
As Chair of the Ninth Summit
process, the United States currently leads

efforts with governments and stakeholders across the region to address these
challenges through the Summit Process.
Throughout, the United States has
demonstrated, and will continue to
demonstrate, our commitment to an inclusive process that incorporates input
from people and institutions that represent the immense diversity of our hemisphere, and includes indigenous and
other historically marginalized voices.
Only the Summit of the Americas
brings together leaders from the countries of North, South, and Central America, and the Caribbean. The Summit, and
its stakeholder forums, promote cooperation towards region-wide, inclusive
economic growth and prosperity based
on our shared respect for democracy,
fundamental freedoms, the dignity of
labor, and free enterprise.
Each Summit focuses on critical
area of cooperation of interest to all the
countries in the Americas. This has allowed us to work together to promote
democracy and human rights, increase
economic competitiveness, promote development, improve access to clean energy and communication technology,
strengthen regional security, and counter
illicit trafficking. Most recently, leaders
committed to fighting the corruption that
undermines democratic governance
when they met at the Eighth Summit of
the Americas in Lima, Peru in 2018.
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Correcting Prof. Cudjoe’s
claims on TT indenstureship
By Ravi Balgobin Maharaj
IN THE latest column by Prof.
Selwyn Cudjoe (Sunday Express June
05, 2022) regarding the "Origin of Indian indentureship in Trinidad", the
good doctor makes a series of claims
that seriously conflict with known historical accounts in an attempt to present his own explanation and theory of
East Indian arrival in this country.
It is clear that his intentions are
best summed up in the final paragraph
of his thesis statement, where he explains "Indians were brought to these
lands to decrease the cost of sugar production after apprenticeship, and this is
the point from which we ought to see
their entrance into Trinidad and Tobago."
And putting aside the fact that this
is categorically untrue, I have to ask,
what is the motive for revealing this information at this time?
Let's just assume that everything
leading up to that statement in his column was factually accurate, it isn't but
let's just assume that it was, what message is Prof Cudjoe trying to convey?
What is the point of reevaluating
the entrance of East Indians into the
Trinidadian population one hundred
and five years after indentureship has
concluded?
Is the point that he is attempting to
make to East Indian descendants at the
time that they are celebrating their arrival to make them feel inferior in
some way to the Africans?
Because there has never been a
more brazen statement embodying the
notion of "know your place" than what
Prof Cudjoe is implying here.
Thankfully, as was stated earlier,
absolutely nothing that was stated in
his column bore even a passing resemblance to the truth of East Indian indentureship, which I am more than
happy to clarify.
First of all, conspicuously absent
from Prof. Cudjoe's assessment is the
fact that East Indians were not the first
indentured servants brought to Trinidad
to work on the plantations.
The first indentured workers approved by the British government and
conscripted by the local plantation
owners were in fact Africans, made up
of both former slaves who were fully
emancipated following the end of the
apprenticeship period, and new immigrants who were brought in from the
African continent.
In fact, between 1841 and 1861,
over 8,000 African indentured workers

Professor Selwyn Cudjoe

Ravi Balgobin Maharaj

were brought to Trinidad from Sierra
Leone and St. Helena, whereas 517 indentured Africans migrated to Tobago
from St. Helena between 1851 to 1861,
all of them consigned to work on the
plantations. So the obvious first question posed to Prof. Cudjoe's column
would be to figure out whether these
African indentured workers were also
used to stifle wage negotiations for
other African workers.
Speaking of wages, and probably
the most perplexing thing to me in regards to how this article was approved
for publication by the editors of the Express, is the notion that East Indians
would have been earning less than the
rates being negotiated by the African
workers.
Because another absence from his
column is an actual sum of money, or
even an estimate, to back up his ridiculous claims.
Because at the time East Indian
labor was brought to Trinidad, they
were being paid one of the highest
salaries of any non-caucasian workers
in the British Empire, earning two
shillings per day, a rate even high than
those East Indians who were sent to
British Guiana, who were being paid
one shilling and nine pence for the
same amount of work as their Trini
counterparts.
This isn't even to mention the fact
that in England during the same time
period, the average monthly salary for
an ordinary unskilled worker was 40
shillings, which worked out less than
the East Indian indentured worker in
Trinidad, for comparable work.
So without placing a price tag on
these supposed negotiations, which
would have had to have been among
the highest rate for any plantation
worker in any British colony, his entire
thesis is speculative conjecture at best,

and at worst becomes nothing more
than delusional rambling.
But where it really gets egregious,
and where I believe Prof. Cudjoe
makes his most fatal mistake, is in his
penultimate paragraph where he states:
"Slavery and indentureship were economic systems which responded to the
laws of supply and demand and running their operations at the lowest cost.
As far as these sugar owners were concerned, the emancipation of enslaved
Africans meant an increase in their expenses and they acted accordingly."
Because anyone with even a passing knowledge of colonial history during that era would be aware that the
entire indentureship exercise was the
costliest method of hiring workers for
plantations that the British have ever
engaged in.
In 1845, the import of East Indian
labor to Trinidad meant that the
colonies would have to bear the burden
and fees associated with the transport,
for which a tax was set up on the sale
of rum to offset the cost, whereas each
plantation owner was charged a fee of
£25 per hogshead of sugar cultivated
by the indentured workers.
By 1857 however, the increase in
demand for the East Indian workers
had doubled the cost to the plantation
owner, which they were more than
happy to meet given that production
had also risen to heights not even
achieved during slavery.
For the sake of brevity, I am not
going into the details surrounding the
fact that post-apprenticeship African
workers did not even seek to capitalize
on their monopoly as they opted to
merely work for subsistence rather than
profit, as explained to the plantation
owners, they only required thirty pence
per week to cover their expenses.
That said, the notion that the

British and plantation owners would
have ever capitulated to any demand of
the African workers had East Indian indentured workers not been introduced
can be easily assuaged by the following
statement of Earl Henry George Grey
from 1832: "The great problem to be
solved in drawing up any plan for the
emancipation of the Slaves in our
Colonies, is to devise some mode of inducing them when relieved from the
fear of the Driver and his whip, to undergo the regular and continuous
labour which is indispensable in carrying on the production of Sugar...
"Their (the planters) inability.... to
pay liberal wages seems beyond all
question: but even if this were otherwise, the experience of other countries
warrants the belief, that while land is
so easily obtainable as it is at this moment, even liberal wages would fail to
purchase the sort of labour which is required for the cultivation and manufacture of Sugar....
"The examples of the western
States of America, of Canada, of the
Cape of Good Hope, and of the Australian Colonies, may all be cited in
order to show that even amongst a population a much higher state of civilization than that to which the slaves in the
West Indies have attained, the facility
of obtaining land effectually prevents
the prosecution by voluntary labour of
any enterprise requiring the co-operation of many hands.
"It is impossible therefore to suppose that the slaves (who, though as I
believe not more given to idleness than
other men are certainly not less so)
would if freed from control be induced
even by high wages to continue to submit to a drudgery which they detest,
while without doing so they could obtain land sufficient for their support....
"I think that it would be greatly
for the real happiness of the Negroes
themselves, if the facility of acquiring
land could be so far restrained as to
prevent them, on the abolition of slavery, from abandoning their habits of
regular industry...
"Accordingly, it is to the imposition of a considerable tax upon land
that I chiefly look for the means of enabling the planter to continue his business when emancipation shall have
taken place."
Ravi Balgobin Maharaj is a political poet living a life loosely strung together by a series of coincidences and
conveniences.
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8 arrested as probe into murder of
Punjabi rapper with TO ties continues
Eight people have been arrested in
connection with the death of a Punjabi
rapper with ties to Toronto, including
one individual who took selfies with the
victim minutes before the shooting.
Sidhu Moose Wala was driving in
Mansa, Punjab with two other people
when he was shot. The 28-year-old was
rushed to hospital, but was later pronounced dead.
In a news release issued Tuesday,
Punjab police said at least eight people
had been taken into custody “for providing logistic support, conducing
(recognisance) and harbouring the
shooters.”
According to police, one of the
eight individuals allegedly kept tabs on
Moose Wala’s moments by impersonating as a fan. The suspect, who police
identified as Sandeep Singh (alias
Kekda of Sirsa), took selfies with the
singer as he was leaving his home minutes before the murder took place.
Police said that Kekda allegedly
shared details of Moose Wala’s security
detail, the fact that he was travelling in
a non-bullet-proof vehicle, and the
number of people he was with.
Other suspects allegedly delivered
the car to the suspected shooters while
others provided shelter to “associates”
earlier in the year who were surveilling
Moose Wala’s home and surrounding
areas.
Police say they have identified
four shooters in connection with the incident. No concrete details have been
released, but investigators say the
shooters and handlers operated "from

Moose Wala — went to school in Toronto, and started his singing career here

abroad."
Moose Wala attended Humber
College in Toronto as an international
as student and lived in Brampton, Ont.
for many years. In 2020, his lyrics became the focus of an investigation in In-

dian and he was charged for allegedly
promoting gun culture.
He joined India’s Congress Party
last year and ran in the state’s assembly
elections, winning second place.
A day before he was killed, local

media reported that security for more
than 400 people, including Moose
Wala, was pulled in an effort to crack
down on VIP culture.

Ford gets another majority win in Ontario
Ontario PC leader Doug Ford has
secured a second majority government
with an emphatic win that saw him increase from his 2018 seat count and
force both of his main rivals to step
down.
Ford’s PCs were elected in 83 of
124 ridings.
The NDP will form the official opposition, winning 31 seats, while the
Liberals are in third, elected in eight.
The Greens have kept Guelph and
an independent candidate won in
Haldimand-Norfolk.
“What a night and what a result –
together we have done the impossible –
we have made history. . . wow I am just
so grateful, so grateful for your support,
it’s what keeps me going,” Ford told the
crowd at his victory party in Toronto
after the results were declared.
The Ontario PCs secured more than
41 per cent of the vote, roughly in line
with their 2018 performance.
In a short speech, he said he felt he
had expanded what it meant to be a Progressive Conservative in Ontario, and
centred the political discussion around
the economy in a new way.
“If you’ve had to worry about your

job at the local auto plant – I want you
to know we’re investing in the future of
the auto sector – if you’re a student who
wants to work in the tech sector – I want
you to know we’ll have a job waiting for
you. You have my word that every single
day I will get up and get to work and do
everything in my power to achieve this
dream.”
His team said they knocked on
three million doors during the five-week
campaign, and his top official was beaming when he spoke about the result.
"It's not often you get re-elected
with a higher number of seats, so we're
feeling pretty good," PC campaign manager Kory Teneycke said,
Ford said his second win signalled
a broader appeal from him, less concerned about political labels.
“What started as an idea turned into
a movement. We’ve changed what it
means to be a Progressive Conservative
in Ontario,” he said. “It’s no longer
about being a blue or red orange or green
team, it’s about recognizing that there’s
so much that unites us.”
“We’re creating a more inclusive
party where everyone matters.”
The incumbent for Etobicoke North

ran a cautious “front-runner” campaign,
holding few events where reporters
could ask him questions and declining
numerous requests for one-on-one interviews.
Instead, the 57-year-old held grand
indoor rallies with supporters and large
outdoor photo opportunities highlighting
his party’s promises on infrastructure
such as Highway 413.
Ford led in most polls during the
campaign, with several this week putting
him more than 10 per cent ahead of the
Liberals and even farther ahead of the
NDP.
Steven Del Duca lost in his riding

of Vaughan-Woodbridge and Andrea
Horwath said in her speech that she
would step down as leader after 13
years.
Del Luca has also resigned as Liberal leader.
Ford’s party promised to build a
still un-costed highway linking York,
Peel and Halton regions, devote up to
$40 billion over 10 years to hospital construction and redevelopment, eliminate
provincial income taxes on a wider
swath of lower income workers and permanently remove licence plate sticker
fees.
Ford contended with an unpopular
first year, populated with stories of service cuts, and a fight to halve Toronto city
council that eventually ended in a threat
to invoke the Notwithstanding clause
and a prolonged court battle.
But the COVID-19 pandemic gave
Ford a chance to show stoicism and resolve in a trying time, especially in the
early months.
He rode that early sentiment, and
then discarded it when the public grew
tired of pandemic restrictions, focusing
instead on infrastructure, tax expenditures and talk of jobs.
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Guyana becomes UK’s largest
trading partner in the Caribbean
GUYANA has become the United
Kingdom (UK)’s largest trading partner
in the Caribbean, after trade between the
two nations in 2021 amounted to 516
million pounds, and accounted for 21.6
per cent of all the UK’s trade with the
Caribbean.
This announcement was made by
British High Commissioner to Guyana
Jane Miller on Thursday evening at a
local ceremony to commemorate the
birth anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II,
at the British High Commissioner’s residence in Bel Air.
Miller noted that over the past ten
years, trade between the UK and the
Caribbean has seen massive increases.

President Dr. Irfaan Ali and British High Commissioner to Guyana Jane Miller toast to Queen Elizabeth II

“Total trade in goods and services

between the UK and Guyana last year

was 516 million pounds; this represents
21.6 per cent of all trade between the UK
and the Caribbean, making Guyana the
UK’s largest trading partner with the
Caribbean. To give more perspective, in
2011 that was 94 million pounds, so
trade has expanded six times in the last
10 years,” the British envoy noted.
At the celebration, Miller acknowledged the increase in trade between
Guyana and the UK, which was further
bolstered by a visit to Guyana by members of the Department for International
Trade (DIT) last year, and a nine-member British delegation of business executives.
Notwithstanding the massive
growth, Miller noted that there is still an
enormous opportunity for further growth
of this relationship.
“We had a trade mission; we are
now beginning to see the fruits of that
mission. The feedback I’ve had from
businesses after the trade mission was
amazing, and we expect more and more
trade missions over the coming months.
But, in addition, we continue to explore
the opportunity of establishing a British
Chamber of Commerce in Guyana,” the
High Commissioner noted.
Coming out of the trade mission,
the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (GCCI) had signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with
the Caribbean Council, the longest established London business organisation.
In addition to the visits by the
British delegation to Guyana, President
Dr. Irfaan Ali also visited the UK earlier
this year. There, he met with His Royal
Highness Prince Charles; the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Boris Johnson; UK business owners, and Guyanese
in the British Diaspora.
During his remarks at the event,
President Ali commented on his visit to
the UK, noting that there are significant
resources in the UK that could be accessed by both the government and the
private sector in Guyana.
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Literary giant Barbadian novelist
George Lamming dies at 94
Well-known Barbadian novelist,
and poet, George Lamming, died on
Saturday at the age of 94, just a few
days shy of his 95th birthday, that he
would have celebrated on June 8.
Lamming, who was an important
figure, not only in Barbados but across
the Caribbean and the world, has been
lauded by Prime Minister Mia Mottley.
In a statement on Saturday, Mottley
said that Lamming “without doubt,
stood for decades at the apex of our island’s pantheon of writers. Indeed,
George Lamming must be considered
one of the most famous writers this region has produced”.
“Notwithstanding the fact that he
passed away today, four days shy of his
95th birthday, I still declare that he has
left us all too soon. In fact, only this
morning I discussed with Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Office, Senator Dr
Shantal Monro-Knight, my desire to
have arrangements made to visit him on
Wednesday to celebrate his birthday
with him.”
The prime minister added that
George Lamming was “the quintessential Bajan, born in as traditional a district
as you can get — Carrington Village, on
the outskirts of Bridgetown. And his education was as authentically Bajan as
one could possibly acquire — Roebuck
Boys’ School and Comberme”.
She noted that Lamming — “as
Bajan as he was, he still distinguished
himself as a world scholar”. Throughout
his career, Lamming taught at a boarding school in Trinidad, before emigrating to England, where he became a
broadcaster with the BBC’s Colonial
Service.
This was followed by positions that
included, writer-in-residence and lecturer in the Creative Arts at the Mona
Campus of the University of the West
Indies, Visiting Professor at the University of Texas, the University of Pennsylvania and Brown University, and a
lecturer in Denmark, Tanzania and Australia.
“Wherever George Lamming went,
he epitomised that voice and spirit that
screamed Barbados and Caribbean. And

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Lamming was an important figure, not only in Barbados but across the Caribbean

while he has written several novels and
received many accolades, none of his
works touches the Barbadian psyche
like his first — In The Castle of My
Skin, written back in 1953, but which
today ought still to be required reading
for every Caribbean boy and girl.”

“Barbados will miss George Lamming — his voice, his pen and, of
course, his signature hairstyle — but I
pray that the consciousness of who we
are that he preached in all that he wrote
will never fade from our thoughts.
“On behalf of the Government and

people of Barbados I extend deepest
sympathy to the Lamming family. May
his soul rest in peace.”
The prime minister also announced
that an official funeral will be held at a
date to be announced.
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Ali to world leaders: stop gyafﬁng,
time to act on climate change
GUYANA PRESIDENT, Dr. Irfaan
Ali has called on world leaders to end
the “gyaffing” and ensure the fulfilment
of the $100 billion pledge to tackle climate change which is mostly affecting
developing
countries,
including
Guyana.
The President opined that more
must be done by the developed world to
address issues of survival in a sustainable manner, noting that this has to be
done through partnerships.
He made these statements on Sunday at the ‘Green Day’ walk organised
by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) in observance of World
Environment Day.
The Head of State said that as time
goes on, the effects of climate change
are being felt by every country around
the world, especially in developing
countries.
He noted that with the developed
world not taking up their responsibility
when it comes to climate change, countries like Guyana must take a balanced
approach and explore every possible
revenue-generating activity to mobilise
the resources necessary for climate
change adaptation and mitigation.
“We have been consistently calling
on the developed world to stay true to
the pledges they made. We are far away
from the minimal $100 billion pledge
that the developed world would have
made to fight climate change, adaptation, and mitigation measures. If you
look at adaptation alone, just for adaptation measures in the developing
economies, it will cost between $140
billion to $300 billion annually if we are
to successfully meet adaptation costs
alone by 2030,” President Ali said.
He noted that according to recent
data, the sea level is expected to rise between 10 to 21 1/2 inches in the 21st
century. This, he explained, poses a direct threat to Guyana which would need

President Irfaan Ali during the ‘Green Walk’

to find more than $1 billion in adaptation financing for the 425 kilometres of
coastline that is needed to protect the
country.
He noted that with developing
countries having to pick up the “slack”
left by the developed world, real work
must be undertaken to finance mitigating efforts to tackle the effects of climate change.
“It has to come from real work in
the economy from the productive sector.
That is where it must come from. Because so far, what you’re seeing in the
world is an unwillingness to pay the true
costs of the damage that was created.”
President Ali said that government
has been working on policy formulation

that seeks to build a country that is resilient to all threats whether it is climate,
food, or water. He highlighted Guyana’s
Low Carbon Development Strategy
(LCDS) which, he noted, is also seeking
to strike a balance between the growth
and development of the country.
Further, the Head of State noted
that while Guyana is in support of the
move to more environmentally protective measures such as more solar and
wind energy use and clean hydrogen,
the reality is that developing countries
cannot financially sustain this transition
alone.
“Yes, we must because it is good
for the planet. It is healthy for the planet.
But let’s be realistic, at the current cap-

Guyana is especially vulnerable to climate change effects, like flooding

ital costs, how many developing countries can afford this transition? And who
is paying for the transition? These are
questions that cannot be left unanswered. These are questions that must
be answered in the policy formulation
and policy mix that we must pursue.
And I’m saying we must pursue.”
The Head of State opined that
world leaders must call out those who
need to be a part of the solution but are
not taking responsibility.
Meanwhile, President Ali noted
that his call for the developed world to
act on climate change mitigation does
not negate the individual responsibility
of Guyanese in this fight
“We here in Guyana need to
change our style and our culture with
the way we treat the environment. We
must all understand that we need to take
individual responsibility. If each one of
us recommits ourselves to treating the
environment in a more respectable way;
if we recommit to pursuing a path in
which we see littering as a sin and an injury to humanity, then we will be able to
make an individual change,” he said.
He noted that when we make those
individual changes, we’ll be able to pursue collective action which could create
a national movement that can move the
international community.
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Go-Invest to hold Guyana Night in TO
At the Organization of American
States in Washington DC, Chief Investment Officer to Guyana and CEO of
the Guyana Office for Investment Dr.
Peter Ramsaroop spoke at the Reception on the occasion of the 56th Independence Anniversary of the
Cooperative Republic of Guyana along
with Prime Minister of Guyana,
Brigadier (Ret'd), Hon. Mark Phillips,
M.P and former Prime Minister of
Guyana and Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana to the
United States of America, Permanent
Representative to the Organization of
American States His Excellency
Samuel Hinds.
Dr. Peter Ramsaroop spoke on the
Investment Climate in Guyana to a
mixed audience of Diplomats, Diasporas and Investors.
Also in attendance was the OAS
Secretary General Mr. Luis Almagro
who also addressed the gathering and
praised Guyana for its commitment to
democracy and the rule of law.
GoInvest will hold Guyana Night
at Toronto’s TD Centre on June 13.

Hon. Anil Nandlall, Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs with guests at the independence day celebrations in Orlando, Florida

Rudy Grant is new Barbados Envoy to Miami
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
the Barbados Hotel Association, Mr.
Rudy Grant has been named as the new
Consul General-designate to Miami.
Prime Minister, Mia Amor Mottley,
made the disclosure during a recent
press briefing at the Grantley Adams International Airport.
“I have asked Mr. Grant whether he
will serve as our Consul General at
Miami, he has agreed and he gave the
appropriate notice to his employers. He
agreed some time ago and he will now
take up the post at a date that he and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs have agreed
upon,” Prime Minister Mottley disclosed.
Mr. Grant replaces former Consul
General, Neval Greenidge, who took up
the post in October 2018.
In a statement issued on Thursday
by the Barbados Hotel and Tourism Association (BHTA), it was stated that its
current Chief Executive Officer (CEO),
Rudy Grant would be moving on at the
end of June after being in the post for six
years.
It also stated that Mr. Grant would
play an integral role in the process of recruiting his successor and an interim
CEO would be appointed to head the association during the period of transition.
Minister of Tourism and International Transport, Senator Lisa Cummins,
who was also present at the press briefing, speaking on the resignation of Mr.
Grant and the announcement of his upcoming post stated: “I have every confidence that the BHTA which represents
the majority of tourism players in the accommodation and in the direct tourism
sector will continue to make sure that
through their board of directors and the

New Barbados Consul General to Miami, Rudy Grant

current leadership of the BHTA that they
will have a seamless transition and I
want to take the opportunity to congratulate a former senator colleague as
well….
“And we want to wish him all the

very best. We want to thank him for the
support that he has given to the Ministry
of Tourism and its tourism sector. He has
been a fantastic leader, we have had an
excellent relationship with him and we
are confident that whoever succeeds him

will also be instrumental and be a great
partner for the tourism sector.”
Barbados’ overseas missions play
an integral role in engaging the world in
the pursuit of Barbados’ growth and development objectives.
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Govt will ensure economic success
of Guyana, AG tells Diaspora in FL
he People’s Progressive Party
(PPP) Government is working every
day to ensure that the economic success of Guyana is guaranteed, according to Attorney General and Legal
Affairs Minister Anil Nandlall, SC. He
said this while addressing an event
called “Guyana Day” in Florida, USA,
in observance of the country’s 56th Independence Anniversary.
In order to move the country forward, he told scores of attendees that
the Government needs their continued
support. With Guyana producing oil
and gas, the Attorney General pointed
out that the country is growing at perhaps the fastest and highest rate in the
entire world.
And while Guyana is creating
trade linkages with countries in the
Caribbean and other parts of the
world, he told the Guyanese diaspora
that despite them being away, they remain an important developmental partner. The Government, he assured, is
also doing its part.
“You have a Government that is
working every day to ensure that the
economic success of our country is
guaranteed to advance the social welfare of people, to create a safe environment. The Government is not
oblivious to the crime situation and
every single day we are pursuing different strategies, different technologies, and different programmes to
address the crime.”
“We are transforming many aspects of our country to ensure that we
have top-class public health facilities.
We are also working to ensure that our
people feel a sense of togetherness.
Every single day we are working to

A section of the gathering at “Guyana Day” in Florida

forge national unity because we believe that our country cannot progress
if our people are divided…” Nandlall
said.
He told them “We want you to be
part of Guyana’s success story, while
you have been away from Guyana,
you have been part and parcel of our
trials and tribulations and you must
become also part and parcel of our
success.” He, however, pointed out
that the oil and gas sector will eventually exhaust and for this reason, the
Government is using the proceeds
from the industry to ensure that it develops a diversified and strong economy.
Nandlall added that the other sec-

tors will not be neglected, noting that
the Government will continue to invest heavily in agro-processing where
tremendous power lies.
“This generation of Guyanese is
perhaps the most fortunate because,
for the first time, we have a rare opportunity to deliver that potential for
Guyana… that we know Guyana is
possessed of. Since in the 1960s we
were told that Guyana has the potential to become the food basket of the
Caribbean. For the first time in our
history, we are now endowed with the
economic power and the financial
strength to deliver on that potential
and we are now in the process of making Guyana the real food basket of the

Caribbean, of Florida, of New York,
Toronto and wherever the Guyanese
diaspora continues to flourish,” the Attorney General continued.
Moreover, he described the fiveyear reign from 2015 to 2020 of the A
Partnership for National Unity/Alliance for Change (APNU/AFC) as the
most unconstitutional rule in the history of the modern Caribbean.
He said that was a period “Where
the Government repeatedly violated
the Constitution, violated the rule of
law, insulted the Judiciary, and imposed policies and taxation that were
crippling on the Guyanese people.” He
also spoke about the well-remembered
2020 national elections.

Training opportunities will prepare citizens
The PPP/C Government is providing education and training opportunities for all
Guyanese, in preparation for the socio-economic development of the country.
Vice President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo encouraged Region Five residents to take
maximum advantage of the opportunities the government is making available in education, training and other areas to improve their standard of living.
He was speaking on Tuesday at the launching of the administration’s part-time
jobs initiative at the Mahaicony Technical Institute.
The Vice President stressed the need for Guyanese to understand the national vision, while emphasising that the present generation must play a significant role in
achieving the masterplan.
He disclosed that almost 90 percent of the PPP/C’s manifesto promises have
been fulfilled, and the government is currently working towards the provision of free
education.
Through the Guyana Online Academy for Learning (GOAL) Scholarships programme, thousands have already benefitted from higher education courses, with the
Ministry of Public Service announcement on June 6, that some 9,000 applications
have been received.
Persons were encouraged to take advantage of these scholarships, noting that it
also caters for those who did not complete their secondary education.
The short courses will also be provided in welding, plumbing and electricial installation, which Dr. Jagdeo explained, could see persons making up to $9,000 daily,
supplementing their income on a long-term basis.

Vice President, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo addressing the gathering
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Persons with disabilities to get training,
funding to start businesses
The Ministry of Human Services
and Social Security has created an avenue to ensure persons living with disabilities also enjoy an improved
quality of life, through self-sufficiency.
The ministry has begun registering persons capable of starting their
own businesses to benefit from training, and financial assistance.
Senior liaison officer, attached to
the difficult circumstances unit of the
ministry, Satish Rajpat said a wide
range of programmes are available.
“We have training for persons
who are blind in the use of computer.
We have also computer skills training
for persons with other disabilities. We
have sustainable farming, sewing,
video and audio editing and a few
other courses,” he noted during a recent visit to Region Six (East BerbiceCorentyne).
While there, assistive aids were
given to persons living with disabilities, including; wheelchairs, blind
canes, walkers, walking canes and
crutches.
Visually impaired resident, Mark
Archibald said persons with disabilities can contribute to their country’s
development, if they are given the necessary tools to do so.
“Us with disability throughout the
year we don’t wanna be with our
hands out, we want to give back to our
country or community and if we get
the relevant tools it gonna help us to
be the person that we want to be.”
He said he is interested in Information Communication Technology

(ICT) and would like to pursue a career in this field.
Jopatty Hamid said she is currently unable to walk, and as such was
overjoyed to receive a wheelchair to
assist her in living a more comfortable
life. “I am so happy that I have a
wheelchair to move around because I
can’t walk…it’s very good that they
[government] help the poor people and
the disable people it very nice. I’m so
happy that, you know, they help out
everyone who need assistance.”
Meanwhile, Seeram who is visually impaired said having a blind cane
will allow him to be more independent. “It is a cane or a piece of stick I
can use to walk my way and I can
travel this whole country with a cane
all by myself, it gives you the touches,
it gives you the feeling it alert people
to know who you are,, and type of person you are and it makes your life become more independent,” he said.

Seeram benefitted from a cane to help him navigate blindness

Victor Yacoob: (416) 821-9725

Senior liaison officer, Satish Rajpat
at the Difficult Circumstances Unit

1911 Finch Ave W, North York, ON M3N2V2 (Jane & Finch Mall)

THURSDAY JUNE 9 2022

16

EQUALITY NEWS

www.
w.danfo
for thf
hfoodmarket.c
com
We’re
e’ simply
i ply th
h b
he
bestt W
Westt Indian store in town.

Mr Goudas
Parboiled Rice
8 kg

10

99
9
9

Lasco Cherry Berrry
& Carrot Food Driink
120 g

Original
g
Onlyy 500 ml
m

With Chili 155 g

Bath & Body
Hand Soap
Assorted 400 ml

$

3

2/

2

69
69

Diana
BBQ Sauce

Grace Sardines
In To
Tomato Sauce

each
a

each

2

00
3/

89
89

¢

each
e
ach

$

Jaco
ob’s
Crea
am Crackers

Va
V
ale
entino
Non Alcoholic Drink
Asso
orted 750 ml

essee
Bede
Hun-E--Bear Honey
2 lb

Grac
ce
Vien
nna Sausage
Regu
ular Only 130 g

1

2/

200 g

1

99

4

each
a

99
99
each
a

¢

each
e
ach

7

9
99
each

Tunnock Caram
mel
Wafer Biscuits
8’sx30 g

5

2/

¢

each
e
ach

440 ml

12

Cedar
Red Kidney Bea
ans

Dettol
Liquid Antiseptiic

$

79
79

Lou & Nicky’s
Lemon Juice

5 kg

2

3/

250 ml

999

Sup
per Kill Flying &
Craw
wling Inset Killer

$

Serge
Peanut Punch

9
99

4

each

99
99
each

Frrozen Caribe Fresh
Co
oconut Water
30
00 ml

Ex
xcelsior
Ch
heese Krunchies
50
0g

Ca
arnation 2%
Ev
vaporated Milk
35
54 ml

ve Roses
Fiv
All Purpose Flour
2.5
5 kg

SA
AFE-U
Allcohol 70%

1

49

each

$

1

2//

1

39

4

each

99
99

each
each

$

2//

3

Five Location To
400 g

500 ml

400 ml

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY JUNE 9 2022

17

Delicious Jamaican Dish
Fro
rozen
en Extra
ra
EEasy
asy Cook
asy
Cook Young
ung
Milk Fe
Milk
Fed
ed

7

99
99
99
9
7
79
9
$
$
$
$ 99
lb
lb
lb
b
lb

1

$ 999

lb/
b/ Frozen
Fr
Fro
ro
ozen

Don’
on’tt Ove
verr Co
Cook Your Oxt
xtaail Read
eady inn 30-45 Min
M nute
utes Top
op!

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen V
Veeene
nezuela
nez
ezzueela
Heerrring
Herr
in
ing
ng Sprat
Spra
rat
at

SSalte
alt
lte
teeedd
Beef Shoort Ribs

Frreesh
Fresh
Fre
Beef
Be
eef Live
Liv
ive
veer
er

Frreesh or
Fresh
Fre
or Fro
Frrooz
ozen
oze
zeen
Beef
B
eef Shank
Shaank SSt
Steak
Ste
teeak
Ceent
nte
teer Cuut

Frreesh oorr Fr
Fresh
Fre
Fro
Frozen
roz
oze
zeen
Pork SSpare
Pork
Po
pare R
Rib
ibs

Oxtail
Oxtail

1

2

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Chicckeen D
Chicken
Drum
rumsticks
msticcks

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen K
King
ing
inng
Cooncch Me
Conch
Mea
Meat
eaat

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen 26
26/
26/30
6//30
Heead O
Head
Onn Co
Cooked
ookeed
Shrim
Sh
imps 3300
00 g

7

3

$ 99
each

Frreesh
Fre
Dooctoor Fissh

FFrreesh Laane or
Fre
YYeel
ello
low TTaai
ail Snaappers

9lb9
99

12
2 199

4499

99
99

64.95/
64.95/5
5/5
/ lb Box
oxx

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh CChhicken
hicckeen Le
Leg
eg
Quaarters
Qua
arteers

99
99

Eq
Equal
qual

$ 49
lbb

4

18 kg box
ox

Witth Purc
Purchase
rchase ooff 2 case
cases
es or More
re
10 kg
k box
ox With
Thurs
Thursday
rsday
ay To Suunday
ay Onl
Only
ly

Fresh
Fr
sh Sea
Seaf
affo
afo
ood
od Ca
Cat
atche
hes

6

$ 99
lb as is

Frreesh
Fre
Goolde
lddeen Grooupers

Frreesh
Fre
Baaby King
inng Fissh

Frreesh Atla
Fre
tlaantic
Whoole Salmo
lm
moon

4

99
99
$
9
99
$ 99
$
$
lb as is
lb as is
lb as is
lb as is

6

5

6

Sweet
Swe
Sw
weeet Caribbean
Caaribbean
Sug
Sugar
uga
gaar Cane
Caane
ne

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh JJamaican
Jaamaic
ica
caan
Swe
Sw
Sweet
weeet Potatoes
w
Poottaat
P
ato
toes

Sweet
Swe
Sw
weeet and
and Juuicy
uic
icy
cy
Orraang
Oranges
nge
ges

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Coooking
ookin
ing
ng
Baanaanaas
Banana

¢

99
9

69

99
99

1
2
Fivve Locationss To
Five
To Serve
Serr ve You Betteer
lb

lb

99
99

1

lb

lb

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Monday-F
y Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Lawrence A
Av
ve. E .

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Su
unday 9 am to 7 pm

Dixie Rd.

Kennedy
K
y Rd
d. Soith

Fiinch A
Av
ve. W .

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra Rd.

R

Stafffford Dr
D.

Bloor St. E.

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.
416-439-6397

Markam Rd.

i

D r.

Danforth Food Markett
301 Silverstone Dr.
A l b 416-740-98700

M arr t i n G r o v e R d .

Shepp
pp
pard A
p
Av
ve. W .

Sheppard Av
ve. E .

Stteeles A
Av
ve. W.

Silverstone

Keele St.

F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W.
Daanforth
Foo
od Market
3701 Keele St.
416-398-812
416 398 8123

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours

Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Danforth Food Market
M
y Road
144 Kennedy
South
289-298-0
0399

Glidden Rd
d.

Store Hours

Mondayy Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Serve You Better

R u t h e r f o r d R d . S o. u t h

Specials in Efffffeect Thu. June
u 9th
until
til WQ ed.,
dtiti , LLast.
June
15th, 20
022.it quantities.
Although we strivee for accuracy in both copy & illustrration, unintentional error may occu
urr, we reserve the right to correct any errorr. Specials Available While Quantities
We
We reserve the righ
i ht tto lilimit

18

THURSDAY JUNE 9 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

CNBC to feature Exxon in Guyana
AMERICAN cable news channel,
CNBC, is set to release a documentary
on the operations of oil-and-gas giant,
ExxonMobil, in Guyana.
In a ‘promo’ of the documentary,
CNBC Journalist, David Faber appeared in a brief clip on board one of
the Floating Production Storage Offloading (FPSO) vessels off the coast of
Guyana.
The programme, which is set to air
on June 22 on CNBC, is titled “ExxonMobil at the crossroads”, and is expected to feature an exclusive look
inside the company.
CNBC is an American cable business news channel, which is a division
of the NBC Universal news group. It
usually covers business topics and information on financial markets, with
business-themed documentaries and reality shows.
Meanwhile, ExxonMobil, through
its subsidiary, Esso Exploration and
production Guyana Limited (EEPGL),
has made several oil discoveries offshore Guyana, and has been conducting
exploration activities in Guyana since
2008.
The first discovery was made in

CNBC host David Faber spent some time on board this Exxon FPSO vessel off Guyana

2015, from their Liza-1 well, with a

significant oil find followed by discov-

eries in 2017, 2018, 2019 and onwards.
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Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

20

THURSDAY JUNE 9 2022

EQUALITY NEWS

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY JUNE 9 2022

21

Centre of Excellence for cancer
treatment in the works
PRESIDENT, Dr Irfaan Ali said his
government will be launching a fourpronged aggressive healthcare plan targeting vulnerable persons and providing
specialty care.
This, the President said, will be supported by a number of state investments
as well as collaboration with the private
sector, which includes the development
of a Centre of Excellence for cancer
treatment.
President Ali made the pronouncement as he delivered the keynote address
at the Guyana Cancer Society’s inaugural fund-raising dinner at Project Dawn
in Liliendaal on Saturday night.
“I’m launching a campaign in four
areas very soon… and we’re going to go
hard, we are going to go wide. I intend
to shake things up a bit.”
The President said the target areas
will be persons with disabilities, mental
illnesses, women and children and speciality care.
On Friday, he announced that every
child living with a disability will receive
a cash grant of $100,000 this year, while
he also highlighted other measures to improve the lives of persons with disabilities.
At the fund-raising event, the President noted that there needs to be a more
holistic approach to tackling health issues in Guyana.
He said that Guyana has “a serious
mental health issue” that must be addressed and that it must be closely linked
to primary healthcare.
For women and children, President
Ali said that a state-of-the-art maternal
and children’s hospital will be built with
a capacity of 250 beds.

President Ali speaks at the Guyana Cancer Society’s fund-raising dinner

The President said that the government will also tackle specialty care. He
said that since assuming office, the government has been analysing different
areas of specialty care, whether it’s in
cardiac services or dialysis and others.
Currently, President Ali said, the
government is working with renowned
New York-based Mount Sinai Health
System to incorporate the private sector
into developing a “global Centre of Excellence” for cancer treatment.
“That is what we are working with
the private sector. And that will be part
of this three-year agreement. You will
have here in Guyana, the Centre of Ex-

cellence for cancer care, Centre of Excellence for maternal health and children, and then we will build up our
support for all the specialised care that is
needed, for example, cardiac care.”
The President said that while the
government will support the private sector in providing and developing speciality care, they will also need to have some
“balancing” as it relates to cost.
The Head of State added that the
primary healthcare system must be revamped. He noted that the government
is also working with Mount Sinai to address this.
“I’m saying that we have to fix this

primary healthcare system. We have to
ensure that we get the new generation of
people to understand what they have to
change that we did wrong. To do this, it
requires the education system to get involved. It requires the curriculum in
schools to change to reflect the new
forms of thinking and the new approach— different approaches that are
needed in confronting this challenge.”
The President added that the government cannot and must not believe it
can be the solution for every aspect of
healthcare. He said that the administration however has a fundamental responsibility for primary healthcare and in
“ensuring that every single citizen has
access to good, affordable, first-class,
primary health care and that is the first
agenda of the new health care system.”
He also noted that although the government will do all that it can to advance
the country’s healthcare systems, it has
to be done through a shared and joint approach where every stakeholder assumes
responsibility.
“We have to take shared responsibility, shared risk, and we have to be able
to create a multi-stakeholder approach to
fixing this problem. The private sector,
the doctors, those who are affected, the
families of those who are affected and
young people.”
At the event, the President also donated money to the organisation and proposed to “create an annual support
mechanism.”
“I want to thank you on behalf of
the people of this country, for the work
that you were doing and rest assured you
have a partner in myself and the government.”

Night care services for single mothers
KELVIN Fortune, the chairman of
Youths for Better Living (YBL), a locally-based non-governmental organisation, is looking to establish a day and
night care facility to assist single mothers.
Fortune told the Guyana Chronicle
on Sunday that the initiative was birthed
out of the recent tragedy that claimed the
lives of the three young children who
were burnt to death in their Barnwell,
East Bank Demerara home while their
mother was at work.
He said that many single mothers
are struggling to provide for their household, something he has seen first-hand
during his work in the humanitarian
field.

“What I want to do is open a night
care, where mothers who are working…
in the nights can bring their children,”
Fortune said.
He added: “There are mothers who
want to work and [for] some, the only
job they can get is security guard and
some security guards, they work in the
night and they don’t have anyone to take
care of their children. So, they are either
forced to leave them or forced to not get
the job. Some of them don’t have families that are supportive of them, some of
them cannot afford a baby sitter or they
cannot afford daycare.”
What will set his facility aside from
a typical daycare is the affordability. He
noted that mothers will not have to pay a

large amount of money each month but
rather, it will be a small membership fee
that is considerate to low-income earners. “Let’s say the cost for a daycare is
$20,000 per month, these mothers will be
members of the daycare, where they will
pay a $5,000 membership fee per month
instead,” he explained to this publication.
Additionally, he hopes to provide an
additional service of tutoring to schoolaged children.
“We are going to have professionals
and trained people, especially tutors who
will be teaching the children. You would
find a babysitter who is sitting down with
your child to read and do homework,
[this] is what we are going to be offering
under the day and night care,” he said.

Fortune noted that he has already
reached out to the relevant authorities to
acquire a plot of land in Region Four on
which the facility will be built. He hopes
that he can eventually be able to build
similar facilities in Regions Six and 10.
“We are approaching the government for land. So, once we get that land,
we will be able to start building because
we have persons who have pledged to
help us with building material and so
forth …I also reached out to the Ministry
of Human Services and the Child Care
and Protection Agency.”
He also hopes to provide lodging to
those single mothers who may need assistance with housing for themselves and
child/children.
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Zaheer Iqbal makes relationship with Sonakshi Sinha official

Zaheer Iqbal makes relationship with Sonakshi
Sinha Insta-ofﬁcial
Rumours have been rife for quite some time
that actors Sonakshi Sinha and Zaheer Iqbal are in
a relationship. However, the duo has never addressed the rumours. However, now it seems like
Zaheer has made their relationship official, at least
on Instagram with his special birthday post for Sonakshi where he expressed his love for her.
On Sonakshi's birthday on June 6, Zaheer took
to his Instagram feed to share a goofy video of Sonakshi shot by him on a plane. He also shared an
adorable selfie of the two. He captioned the video,
“Happy Birthday Sonzzz Thank You for not killing
me I Love You Here’s to a lot more food, flights,

love and laughter. P.s - This video sums up the entire time we’ve known each other.”
Reacting to the birthday post, Sonakshi commented, "Thaaankkk uuu ????… love uuu ❤
�…
now im coming to kill uuuuuuuu". Several celebrities including Patralekhaa, Varun Sharma, Tara Sutaria, and Huma Qureshi took to the comments
section to drop hearts reacting to the post.
Meanwhile, on the work front, she will next
be seen in Double XL which also stars Huma
Qureshi in the lead role. Zaheer is also a part of the
film.
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Over 200 beneﬁt from U.S. Oil
Spill Contingency programme
A TOTAL of 231 persons, including the Civil Defence Commission
(CDC) and the Guyana Defence Force
(GDF) ranks, recently benefitted from
the United States National Oil Spill Contingency Planning program, which the
U.S. Coast Guard led.
According to Director General (ag)
of the CDC, Major Loring Benons, the
programme was designed to cater to
gaps identified in Guyana’s National Oil
Spill contingency plan, approved in August of 2019.
The training programme, which
lasted from June 2021 to April 2022, was
made possible by the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of Energy Resources,
through the U.S. Coast Guard.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) led the
training’s shoreline cleanup and oiled
wildlife response portions.
The key organisations that benefitted from the training included: the
Guyana Energy Agency (GEA), the
Ministry of Natural Resources, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
the Maritime Administrative Department, the Civil Defence Commission
(CDC), the Guyana Police Force (GPF),
the Guyana Defence Force (GDF)
Coastguard Air Force; Guyana Fire
Service (GFS) and the Wildlife Conservation Society.
“The exercise sought to identify
strengths, weaknesses, and lessons
learned to enhance the plan, thereby
preparing all stakeholders to be ready to
respond effectively and efficiently in an
emergency. It was conducted in a realtime environment, where the computer

Sarah-Ann Lynch

was able to simulate reality by presenting complex and realistic problems that
require critical thinking, rapid problem
solving, and effective response by training persons from all various agencies,”
Benons said.
He noted that the exercise had left
the ranks more equipped to deal with any
situation that may arise related to oil spill
preparedness responses.
Meanwhile, U.S. ambassador to
Guyana, Sarah-Ann Lynch, stated that
the U.S. supports the responsible development and utilisation of natural resources; is aware of the necessity of
disaster preparedness responses, and is
committed to lending support to Guyana
in training to boost the capabilities locally.
She noted that the oil and gas sector
is making transformational development
possible, with new investments in vari-

Major Loring Benons

ous areas, including infrastructure and
social services, directly stemming from
revenues and potential revenues of the
industry.
“The United States supports the responsible development and utilisation of
natural resources. Therefore, we positively responded to a request from the
Government of Guyana to provide essential training to members of the CDC
and the National Oil Spill Committee, to
strengthen Guyana’s National Oil Spill
Contingency Planning. We are committed to providing the tools to Guyana to
enhance its capacity in this area, and it
is a sign of our commitment to regional
security and environmental protection,”
the envoy noted.
Ambassador Lynch opined that the
five pillars of the training; risk assessment, programme management, exercise
operation, and observation; shoreline

cleanup; and oiled wildlife response
would be helpful to Guyanese planners
seeking to update the National Oil Spill
Contingency Plan.
She noted that the training also emphasised the importance of safety, security, and environmental protection.
The U.S. Ambassador stated that
this training would not be a one-off activity relating to her government’s commitment to supporting Guyana, noting
that the U.S. Coast Guard’s Office of International Affairs and Foreign Policy
offers several virtual and in-person training opportunities that Guyana can pursue
to continue to build local expertise.
Building on the U.S. support to
Guyana in national disaster management, Ambassador Lynch on Monday
donated several pieces of equipment to
the Civil Defence Commission to utilise
during Guyana’s rainy seasons, which
have seen flooding in several communities across the country.
Tents, mats, sleeping bags, cots, tables, and generators, which the CDC can
distribute to victims of natural disasters,
were donated to the CDC on Monday.
“The CDC excels in providing assistance
countrywide
whenever
Guyanese citizens suffer from flooding’s
effects. To further bolster the CDC’s
abilities to help Guyanese citizens, the
U.S. Embassy, through our Military Liaison Office, today marks the donation
of equipment, including these items are
donated under U.S. Southern Command’s Humanitarian Assistance Program,” the U.S. Ambassador stated.

3,000 jobs to be created in Region Six plan
SOME 3,000 new jobs are expected to be created in Region Six, as
there are plans to open more lands for
agricultural development in the region.
Vice-President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo
made the announcement during his recent visit to the region, where he emphasised that despite the discovery of
oil, the government will continue to
place major emphasis on development
of the agriculture sector to maintain national food security.
At a meeting at Number 63 Village, in Region Six (East BerbiceCorentyne), the Vice-President
informed farmers that the Ministries of
Agriculture and Finance have identified some 35,000 acres of land in the
region for cultivation.
“They have identified these
35,000 acres of land, that, because

we’re building the road going down
deeper into ‘Moleson’, [land] will be
opened up along with the land that the
farmers were planting cane to supply
Skeldon,” he said, while adding that
the farmers now have to think about
what crops they will plant.
To this end, a group of the farmers
that own some of the lands formed a
committee, and indicated that they will
work with the Ministry of Agriculture
and Finance to develop proposals.
These proposals, the Vice-President said, will inform the authorities on
the types of infrastructure, drainage
and irrigation and roads that may be
necessary to provide access to the
lands, along with the type of crops that
can be cultivated there.
Against this backdrop, Dr. Jagdeo
stated that when this is done, it can re-

sult in approximately 3,000 jobs, given
the size of the project.
Moreover, as it relates to the
Guyana Sugar Corporation (GuySuCo)
lands, the government has decided to
split the use into three parts. Some
lands will be left for sugar cultivation,
another portion for aquaculture, and the
remainder for hemp production.
As such, in relation to aquaculture,
the Vice-President said that this can be
a lucrative venture that can possibly
bring in more revenue if it is done well.
However, while speaking about
the possibility of using the lands for
hemp production, he noted the importance of a processing plant, and also
spoke about distributing the lands to
the smaller farmers for the cultivation
of hemp to supply the processing plant.
“So, we’re hoping to have a pro-

cessing plant here in Berbice, and
maybe get some of the GuySuCo lands.
We don’t want large-scale plantation at
the beginning; we don’t want to overload the market… and license the small
farmers to grow and supply to the factory, and then they will process that,”
Dr. Jagdeo said.
According to the Vice-President,
these are some of the projects the government is working on to put lands into
productive use and create more jobs in
Berbice.
Food security and agriculture, he
said, will be an important part of the
future of Guyana, and emphasised that
oil will not put agriculture on the back
burner as the government is aware of
the troubles of countries, some closer
to home, which have neglected their
agriculture sector.
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Jail for woman who tried to extort
$10M from man over rape claim
Princess Williams, 20 of 3127
Block Three, Providence, East Bank Demerara, was on Monday found guilty of
attempting to extort $10M from her exboyfriend by claiming that she would
make a police report saying that he attempted to rape her.
On February 12, 2021, Williams
made her first court appearance in the
Georgetown Magistrates’ Courts before
Senior Magistrate, Leron Daly. On that
hearing, the young woman had pleaded
guilty to the charge which stated that between January 4, and January 7, 2021, at
Georgetown, with intent to extort from
Kenrick Thomas $10M, she threatened
to accuse him of attempting to rape her.
The matter was adjourned for sentencing and Williams was remanded to
prison. However, when she made her
second court appearance, Williams obtained legal representation and she requested to change her plea, this then led
to the matter going to trial.
The matter was tried before Magistrate Rhondell Weever in the Georgetown Magistrates’ Courts, who on May
6, ruled that the court is satisfied with the
evidence that was put before the court
and as such, she found Williams guilty
of the extortion charge.

Jailed, Princess Williams

According to the facts of the
charge, Williams and Thomas shared a
four-month relationship. On January 4,

2021, Thomas invited Williams to his
home. While at Thomas’ home, he asked
Williams to engage in sexual intercourse

and she consented. Afterwards, an argument ensued, and the relationship ended.
The court heard that Williams later contacted Thomas and sent him a voice note
in which she claimed that he tried to rape
her and if he didn’t pay her the sum of
$10M, she would report the matter to the
police.
Thomas reported the matter to the
police and an investigation was
launched. Williams was later arrested
and charged with extortion.
Moreover, Williams is before the
court for attempting to escape from lawful custody. According to reports, the
day after Williams was found guilty of
the extortion charge, while at the East La
Penitence Police Station, she complained of feeling unwell. As such, she
was taken to the Georgetown Public
Hospital Corporation (GPHC) to seek
medical attention.
It was stated that after being looked
after, Williams asked to use the washroom, and while doing same, she escaped from the washroom. An alarm was
raised and she was later found at Thomas
and Lamaha Streets, with a cloth
wrapped around her hands hiding the
handcuff.

CRIME & COURTS

Boat captain found dead in onboard fuel tank
The body of a twenty-eight-yearold boat captain was found in a fuel
tank onboard a vessel at Adventure on
the Essequibo Coast, early Monday
morning.
The body was positively identified
as that of Saigon Hopkinson, a resident
of Lot 71 East Potaro Road, Bartica.
According to police, the body was
found at around 08:00hrs at Shurland
Fuel Depot at Adventure on the Essequibo Coast.
Kaieteur News was told that the
75ft. long metal boat departed Bartica
at around midnight on Sunday. The vessel, which was powered by three, 60
horse power engines, reportedly arrived
at Adventure at around 05:30hrs on
Monday.
A police source who spoke to this
publication said that Hopkinson was at
the time onboard the vessel with two
sailors. Since the men had to wait for
the boat to be loaded, Hopkinson reportedly instructed them to get some
rest. However, around 08:00hrs on

corted to the Suddie Public Hospital
where an official pronouncement of
death was given by a doctor on duty.

Woman beaten,
stabbed to death

Dead, Saigon Hopkinson

Monday, when they woke up, they noticed the boat captain was not around.
They then made checks around the boat
at which point Saigon’s body was discovered in a fuel tank on the vessel. Police were alerted and subsequently
retrieved the body of Hopkinson. No
mark of violence was reportedly seen
on the man’s body. The body was es-

Twenty-one-year-old
Carol
Davidson, a security guard of East La
Penitence Squatting Area, was on Monday beaten and stabbed to death allegedly by three females and one male
who are presently in custody.
The Guyana Police Force (GPF)
reported that Davidson was murdered
around 10:24hrs at East Ruimveldt
Squatting Area, in the vicinity of Brickdam Secondary School Bridge. According to the police, on June 5, as a result
of an old misunderstanding, Davidson
was involved in a fight.
On Monday, around 10:00 hours,
Carol was imbibing alcohol with a
group of friends in a yard in the vicinity
of Brickdam Secondary School Bridge,
when the suspects: three females ages
20, 28 and 29, and a 28-year-old male,

all of North East La Penitence Squatting Area, entered the yard and attacked
Davidson with several pieces of wood.
A scuffle ensued and Carol was
dealt several lashes about her body by
the suspects. In an attempt to flee the
assault, Davidson ran around the house
but the suspects pursued her. According
to the police, one of the suspects was
seen with a knife in her right hand,
while they ran out of the yard making
good their escape.
Kaieteur News understands that
Davidson was found lying face down
on the ground with a stab wound to her
chest. She was picked up in an unconscious state and taken to the Georgetown Public Hospital where she was
seen by a doctor who pronounced her
dead. Davidson’s body was taken to the
Memorial Garden’s Mortuary awaiting
a post mortem examination. The four
suspects, who were all apprehended by
police, are presently in custody at East
La Penitence Police Station assisting
with the investigation.
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T&T leaders caught up in ethnic
name-calling scandal
Trinidad and Tobago leaders should
do better at fostering unity, president of
the National Council of Indian Culture
(NCIC) Dr Deokinanan Sharma and
head of the Emancipation Support Committee Zakiya Uzoma-Wadada have said
about the ongoing dispute over namecalling.
Both leaders spoke on the tiff between the PNM and UNC stemming
from the literal name-calling on political
platforms.
The genesis of the squabble was a
PNM meeting in Arima on May 24,
when the party's lady vice chairman
Camille Robinson-Regis used the Opposition Leader’s full name, Kamla
Susheila Persad-Bissessar, several times
during her speech. Regis appeared to deliberately mispronounce “Susheila”,
which generated much laughter among
those present.
Nine days later, on June 2, PersadBissessar responded, telling RobinsonRegis she had the name of a slave
master, while the Opposition Leader said
she herself at least had "a name from my
ancestors.”
The comment was condemned by
the PNM and its supporters as racist,
while the UNC defended the comment,
saying it was a bitter truth, and questioned why there was no uproar when
Robinson-Regis mocked Persad-Bissessar’s name.
Asked to comment specifically on
Robinson-Regis’ name-calling, which
garnered laughter when it was said,
Sharma said Robinson-Regis was provoking Persad-Bissessar, but was not
being racist.
Persad-Bissessar, he said, "should
not have gotten off her rockers for any

Dr Deokinanan Sharma

kind of name-calling or whatever. Similarly on the other side.”
He added that Robinson-Regis was
being provocative in repeating the Opposition Leader’s name, but did not see
it as racial.

“I think as leaders we have to control ourselves.”
Uzoma-Wadada said when Robinson-Regis repeated Persad-Bissessar’s
full name, there was laughter from those
listening, which showed the name was

being ridiculed. She added that while the
UNC would call the Prime Minister by
his full name, Keith Christopher Rowley, no laughter follows and the two instances are different.
Sharma said it was that giggle that
may have triggered Persad-Bissessar to
respond as she did.
“This is part of the cultural challenges that have resulted from colonialism,” Uzoma-Wadada said about
mocking one another’s names, as she
called for leaders to be better in their discourse.
“Politicians have to be conscious of
that and realise that provoking that kind
of exchange between themselves does
not do not anything but exacerbate the
existing tensions, real or imagined, that
exist between the two largest ethnic
groups in society.
“Conversation between Mrs Robinson-Regis and Kamla Persad-Bissessar
is not just between the two of them. In
this country it becomes between two
ethnic groups in a society and therefore
whatever is said impacts the whole
group, and a lot of times people respond
from a spirit of emotion.”
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Rowley has broken his silence on Opposition
leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar’s ‘slavemaster’ comment, with a post on his
Facebook page that included a link to a
clip from the popular 1970s movie
‘Roots’, in which African slave Kunta
Kinte was ordered whipped by a slavemaster to force him to accept his new
name, ‘Toby’.
The Prime Minister’s post was
made with the words, “Susheila, that’s
how we got the name!”

Too much Red Tape to do business in T&T: WiPay
UNNECESSARY red tape in Trinidad and Tobago is what drove the founder of WiPay, Trinidadian
Aldwyn Wayne, to move the headquarters of his financial technology (fintech) company from T&T to Jamaica.
Wayne lamented that T&T has all the resources,
infrastructure and “a fantastic educated public” needed
for successful fintech solutions, but bureaucracy was
the problem.
He was speaking during a meeting of the Parliament’s Joint Select Committee (JSC) on Finance and
Legal Affairs. The JSC met to enquire into the implementation of a regulatory framework for the development of fintech and e-payments.
Asked by Opposition Senator Jayanti Lutchmedial what prompted him to move WiPay’s headquarters
to Jamaica in 2020, and to compare his experiences of
doing business in Trinidad and in Jamaica, Wayne
said:
“...They (Jamaica) did not have the level of bureaucracy involved in making simple decisions. If
something works, use it.”
“If you have a company that provides this value

and on one island they’re saying let’s try to figure it
out and on the other island they’re saying let’s use it,
the decision was very easy for me to make. It wasn’t
my decision to make. The bureaucracy made the decision. The ease of doing business is the problem.“
He went on to urge the Trinidad and Tobago International Financial Centre (TTIFC), whose chief executive officer John Outridge was also addressed at the
JSC meeting, to remove all the barriers to doing business.
“The Ministry of Finance should not be getting
involved in technical decisions; manage money, not
technology. And once we get to that point, then you’ll
see adoption (of fintech solutions),” Wayne said.
He recalled that in 2018 WiPay introduced CourtPay in Trinidad, which allowed people to make courtordered maintenance payments electronically or
online.
Passage of the Payments into Courts Bill 2018
paved the way for the electronic payment system to be
used. “The problem that we had to fix in Trinidad is
that the Judiciary had 27 courts spread across T&T and
if you had a maintenance matter in Point Fortin, and

the matter was agreed upon that you make payments
in Point Fortin and you happened to move to Port of
Spain, every week you had to go back to Point Fortin
because your files were right there. Both the payer and
the recipient of the matter had to drive to Point Fortin,
regardless of if they lived in Point Fortin or Tobago…
,” he explained.
He noted that expansion of the CourtPay to allow
fines and fees to be paid online hit a snag in 2020 because of red tape.
“After being very successful with CourtPay, the
Judiciary was then told by the Treasury that they can’t
move forward with expansion in some of these services because the Treasury added a new rule that the
bank needs to provide this service,” he said.
“Right there shows what the problem is. You have
a working solution but then red tape steps in. You have
a working solution, which is CourtPay for maintenance. The Judiciary wants to expand into other services because it’s making it very convenient to pay into
the court. And then to open a bank account, the Treasury told them you can’t open up a bank account to provide these additional services,” he said.
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200 room Sheraton brand
Hotel for Providence
THE iconic Sheraton Hotel and
Resort brand, a subsidiary of Marriott
International, will be brought to Guyana
with the establishment of a 200-room
Sheraton Hotel and 224 residences,
which is expected to be built in Providence, East Bank Demerara, and opened
by 2025.
This announcement comes following an agreement in Bethesda Maryland,
between Marriott International and
Guyanese company H-Towers Inc. in
collaboration with US-based partners
Triwest Financial Group Inc. and Black
Pearl Holding Co.
The hotel, which will occupy one
of the two towers, will feature a neighbourhood with residential, commercial,
and retail centres, offering guests a variety of experiences to explore.
According to a statement posted on
Facebook by Kerwin Bollers, Executive
Director of H-Towers, a sod-turning ceremony will take place in the coming
months.
“We are very honored to be given
the opportunity to bring such a recognisable brand to the market, knowing the
impeccable standards Guyanese and international guests alike will enjoy,”
commented Bollers.
According to the statement, the anticipated 200-room hotel will feature a
mix of king and double rooms and several suites, including a Governor’s suite
and a sophisticated Sheraton Club
Lounge.
Additionally, planned amenities for
the hotel will include a swimming pool,
24-hour fitness centre, specialty restaurant, meeting and conference rooms,
state-of-the-art spa, and the brand’s signature bar, coffee, and market concept.
Drawing on its roots as a community hub for locals and visitors alike, the
Sheraton Hotels and Resorts brand creates an intuitive and holistic experience
with spaces to connect, be productive,
and help travellers feel connected to the
local community.
In addition to seamless technology
integration and an elevated food and
beverage philosophy, the layered design
balances a sense of timelessness with a
fresh and modern feel that aims to make
guests feel comfortable and at ease,
whether working, meeting, or relaxing.
The facility’s establishment will
expand the company’s existing portfolio
in the country. In 2020, Guyanese company Beepats Distributing Company,
announced the plans to erect an extravagant US$35 million (G$7B) Four
Points Hotel and Resort, another sub-

An artist’s rendition of the new Sheraton Hotel

sidiary of Marriott International, at
Timehri, close to the Cheddi Jagan International Airport (CJIA).
In 2022, works commence laying
the foundation for the 150-room Four
Points by Sheraton–Marriott hotel at a
site in Houston also on the East Bank
Demerara. Caribbean Green Building
Inc. is undertaking that project.
“We are pleased to expand our
presence in Guyana and bring a new

brand to this exciting destination,” the
statement quoted Laurent de Kousemaeker, Chief Development Officer,
Marriott International, Caribbean and
Latin America as saying at the signing.
“The signing of this new project is a significant moment and the brand’s rich
heritage is an excellent fit for this growing market.”
Marriott International, Inc. is an
American multinational company head-

quartered in Bethesda, Maryland, that
operates, franchises, and licenses lodging, including hotel, residential, and
timeshare properties.
Marriott is the largest hotel chain
globally by the number of available
rooms. It has 30 brands with 7,642 properties containing 1,423,044 rooms in
131 countries and territories.
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Jamaica cracks down on human
trafﬁcking in Kingston
ne of the Corporate Area’s most notorious ‘red light’ districts — the area encompassing Ripon Road, Eureka Road,
Eureka Crescent, and sections of Old
Hope Road in Cross Roads — was the
scene of a massive police operation on
Saturday as law enforcers went in search
of human traffickers and their victims.
Thirty-four people were taken into
custody by police from the St Andrew
Central Police Division during the operation which started about 9:30 pm in the
area which is known for prostitution.
Police told the Jamaica Observer
that 22 men and 12 women were taken
into custody but they were all released
after given “strong warnings”.
The operation was led by Superintendent William Kessler, head of operations for the St Andrew Central Police
Division.
“They were not charged. They were
just taken in, questioned, released and
warned about the practice. A number of
offensive weapons were also confiscated. Based on the fact that we never
found anybody who we thought was at
risk, it means that none of them were involved in human trafficking,” Kessler
said on Monday.
“Those areas were specifically targeted. Those areas are where the females
are, and the males come in to do business
and sometimes when there are disputes,
there are shootings and murders,”
Kessler said, pointing out that some of
the 12 women were pregnant.
“They were able to show us their
babyfathers in the line. For example,
they would say, ‘The one that is second
in the line, a him a mi babyfather.’ For
some reason, they are out there transact-

ing business. The females continue to
work while they are pregnant and when
a certain customer comes and transacts
business, males come in who might have
a firearm or knife, and that is how we get
some of the murders or serious incidents,” added Kessler.
While none of the people taken into
custody was charged, Jamaica’s National
Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons Diahann Gordon Harrison commended the
police for their action.
With anecdotal evidence supporting
claims that scores of Jamaican young
girls, and some boys, are being trafficked
and forced into prostitution, Gordon
Harrison said the police could take nothing for granted.
“Without having anything specific,
what I can say definitively is that in Jamaica, and throughout the region, whenever you have certain activities that are
associated with particular areas, there is
the perception that there could be increased reports of suspected cases of
human trafficking and other illicit activities,” said Gordon Harrison.
“They really conducted operations
that would’ve at least facilitated the various questions being asked and the issues
being ventilated with a view to determining whether there were any such activities that were in fact at the level of
warranting an investigation.
“I want to encourage them that
whenever these reports are made, all due
diligence is done to ensure that we are
taking proactive steps to identify and to
treat with any cases that may in fact be
made out,” added Gordon Harrison.
The 2021 Trafficking in Persons
Report released by the United States

The police crackdown in Kingston

State Department has ranked Jamaica at
Tier 2 because the Government, it said,
does not fully meet the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking
but is making sufficient efforts to do so.
The action by the St Andrew Central police over the weekend, therefore,
would be seen as a step in the right direction.
In March, Deputy Superintendent
of Police Carl Berry, head of the AntiTrafficking in Persons Unit of the Jamaica Constabulary Force, warned that
Jamaican males are now forming a large
part of the number of human-trafficking
victims.
Addressing a Tourism Product Development Company Trafficking in Persons webinar, Berry noted that in the

year 2000, women and children were the
primary targets of human trafficking.
He added that today, there is an
“enormous number of males” being victims of human trafficking.
Minister of state in the Ministry of
National Security Zavia Mayne later declared that the Government is committed
to effectively investigating, prosecuting
and convicting human traffickers, while
providing comprehensive trauma-informed care for victims.
This echoed claims by permanent
secretary in the Ministry of National Security Courtney Williams, who recently
declared that the Government has been
applying pressure to curtail human trafficking, which opposes human rights.

7 Caricom leaders conﬁrmed for Summit
Caribbean Community (Caricom)
leaders were Monday heading off to the
United States to attend the ninth Summit
of the Americas amidst call for a boycott
of the event over the exclusion of Cuba,
Nicaragua, and Venezuela.
Belize Prime Minister Johnny
Briceño, chairman of the 15-member
Caricom grouping, said that he had been
informed by Secretary General Dr Carla
Barnett that seven countries had already
given a commitment to attend the weeklong Summit, which gets underway on
Tuesday in Los Angeles.
“We have agreed that Belize will
attend the summit,” Briceño said, joining Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, and
Suriname, whose leaders have publicly
announced their attendance at the summit that will be held under the theme
‘Building a Sustainable, Resilient, and
Equitable Future’ for the hemisphere.

He did not name the other countries, but Jamaica will be attending.
Washington has said that “as chair
and host” it will “work with the region’s
stakeholders toward securing leaderlevel commitments and concrete actions
that dramatically improve pandemic response and resilience, promote a green
and equitable recovery, build strong and
inclusive democracies, and address the
root causes of irregular migration”.
Briceño said that there’s a lot of issues that will need to be addressed during the summit, noting “we need to talk
about the level of debt that countries, especially developing countries like ours,
have been incurring because of the pandemic and what kind of support can we
get from the developed countries so
there are pressing issues that we need to
discuss. Migration is another one and so
many countries believe that it is in our

interest to be able to attend.”
St Vincent and the Grenadines
Prime Minister Dr Ralph Gonsalves is
the only Caricom leader who has publicly announced that neither he nor any
other government minister will be attending the summit in protest over
Washington’s decision not to invite the
leaders of Cuba, Venezuela, and
Nicaragua.
“I’m not going because I don’t see
what is to be gained from going. And, as
presently advised, as I say, I’m not supporting or sending anybody,” Gonsalves
told a radio audience in his country last
Wednesday. “If you invite me to come
to your house and I say, as a matter of
principle, I ain’t coming because you
shouldn’t be excluding people, how
could I then send somebody else?”
Gonsalves had written to Caricom
leaders urging them to boycott the

event, but Briceño said that “after long
discussions…we’ve decided to allow
countries who want to participate to attend this Summit of the Americas”.
Among the other regional leaders
not likely to attend the event are
Grenada’s Prime Minister Dr Keith
Mitchell, who is in the heat of a campaign for the June 23 General Election
and Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Minister Gaston Browne, whose father died
over the weekend and will be buried
later this week.
Other countries in the Americas,
including Mexico, have also raised concerns regarding their participation at the
deliberations, insisting that the summit
should be inclusive and not exclusive.
Last Wednesday, the United States
said it was still formulating the invitation list, indicating nonetheless that the
four-day event will be a success.
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Ex-Windies captain Daren Sammy
recieves award from Pakistan
FORMER West Indies cricket captain Daren Sammy has been bestowed
with the Sitara-I-Pakistan, the country’s
third-highest civilian award, for his part
in bringing back international cricket to
Pakistan.
Sammy received the award last
Monday and tweeted photographs of the
ceremony on his social media accounts.
The announcement was first made on
May 23.
Sammy, one of the very few foreign
cricketers who played in the Pakistan
Super League (PSL), the country’s T20
League, braved threats to his life and security as he played cricket in Pakistan,
which had not had many foreign teams
visiting it after the Sri Lanka cricket
team was attacked in 2009. Sri Lanka
and Australia teams are among the
prominent teams that have visited the
country this year.

The St Lucian Sammy, who is a
two-time T20 World Cup winner with
the West Indies, decided to play in the
PSL in 2016 and represented Peshawar
Zalmi till 2020.
“There it is, me collecting the
Sitara-I-Pakistan award. Such a proud
moment,” Sammy tweeted on Monday,
with a picture of him receiving the
award.
Sammy represented West Indies in
all three formats of the game, scoring
1,323 runs and taking 84 wickets in 30
Tests, hitting a century and five half-centuries. In 126 ODIs, the 38-year-old
Sammy scored 1,871 runs and claimed
81 wickets.
He made his Test and ODI debut in
2004 and last represented West Indies in
a T20 match against Pakistan in September 2017.

Former West Indies captain Darren Sammy

Rain forces ﬁxture change as T20 Blaze bowls off ﬁrst
EORGETOWN, Guyana — Persistent rainy weather has forced
Cricket West Indies to rearrange the
women’s championship here, with the

T20 Blaze now set to bowl off Tuesday.
Originally, the Super50 Cup was
scheduled to get the championship un-

Stephanie Taylor, WI Captain

derway from June 7-17 with the T20
Blaze to follow from June 19-25.
Barbados, who are defending
champions in both formats, face hosts
Guyana at 2:30 pm in one of three fixtures scheduled for the opening day at
the Guyana National Stadium.
Leeward Islands take on Windward Islands at 10 am while Jamaica
and Trinidad and Tobago tangle in the
night cap game starting at 7:00 pm.
The championship will be taking
place for the first time since 2019 after
being stymied for the last two years
due to the novel coronavirus pandemic.
And Barbados captain Hayley
Matthews said being able to stage the
championship this year was critical to
the growth of women’s cricket.
“It’s pretty exciting that we’re
having a regional tournament this year.
It’s very crucial for the development of
women’s cricket in the region,” the
West Indies all-rounder said.
“The postponement over the last
two years due to the COVID-19 pandemic has been unfortunate but we’re
here now and looking forward to play-

ing against the best in the region.”
Matthews is one of several international players in the side with the
likes of Shakera Selman and Shamilia
Connell but Barbados will be without
the services of marquee all-rounder
Deandra Dottin who is unavailable due
to unspecified medical reasons.
Jamaica, meanwhile, will field a
strong side, captained by West Indies
skipper Stafanie Taylor and including
international teammates Chedean Nation, Natasha McLean and Chinelle
Henry.
Veteran international off-spinner
Anisa Mohammed will lead Trinidad
and Tobago with fellow West Indies
players Britney Cooper, Reniece
Boyce and Karishma Ramharack included in the squad.
Hosts Guyana will also boast several West Indies players led by their
captain Shemaine Campbelle while international players Shawnisha Hector
and Afy Fletcher will skipper Leeward
Islands, and Windward Islands respectively.
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