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GAVASKAR IN HOT WATER: Indian Batting great Sunil Gavaskar
found himself in hot water after making an unwarranted remark about Rajasthan
Royals batter Shimron Hetmyer and his wife. Gavaskar, 72, said: "Hetmyer's
wife delivered, will Hetmyer deliver for the Royals now?" during Rajasthan
Royals' match against Chennai Super Kings in IPL 2022 on Friday. It didn't go
down well with cricket fans, who slammed the former India captain for his unsavoury remark. Some fans even demanded the Indian cricket board (BCCI) remove the former national team captain from IPL's commentary panel. Shimron
Hetmyer, who returned to the playing XI after spending time with his wife for
the birth of their child, came out to bat after the loss of five wickets with Rajasthan Royals chasing 151 runs against CSK at Brabourne Stadium, Mumbai.
Hetmyer was blessed with a baby boy on May 10. In March this year, Sunil
Gavaskar was trolled on social media for making controversial remarks on
Shane Warne, two days after the Australian spin legend’s death.

NEW GUYANA FOOD TERMINAL IN BARBADOS: Barbados
Prime Minister Mia Mottley gestures to show Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali a
water cachement facility designed to support the 7 acre site in St Michaels, Barbados, designated for the construction of the Guyana Food Terminal in the island.
The Guyanese Head of State said that the Food Terminal initiative being undertaken by the two countries is not only aimed at helping with the movement of
products across the region and reducing the cost of local produce but also provides
the opportunity to access new markets both within and outside of the Caribbean.
“Our market is not only the people in the region. Our market is the tourists who
come here, our market is all those who we have trade agreements with and we
must stop thinking that we are too small to advance our products in those markets,” Ali said at the opening of AgroFest 22 in Barbados last Friday.
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal
Bank for 18 years
* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team
leadership, inclusive of management
* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals
* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to
successful home ownership

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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Three boys charged in separate pellet
gun incidents at Toronto high schools
Three teenage boys were arrested
after two victims were shot with pellet
guns inside Toronto high schools within
hours of each other on Monday.
Toronto police say they were called
to Bishop Marrocco/Thomas Merton
Catholic Secondary School in the Bloor
Street West and Dundas Street West area
at 12:45 pm. Monday for a report of a
person with a gun inside.
They arrived to find a 17-year-old
girl has been shot with a pellet gun inside.
She was taken to hospital with a
non-life-threatening injury.
The Toronto Catholic District
School Board (TCDSB) says the school
immediately went into lockdown until
the incident was resolved.
“We hope that the student is recovering well and of course our thoughts go
out to the victim and their family,”
board spokesperson Shazia Vlahos said.
Police arrested a 15-year-old boy at
the school and charged him with one
count of weapons dangerous.
Less than four hours later, police
were reportedly called to the grounds of
Weston Collegiate Institute in the
Lawrence Avenue West and Pine Street

The Bishop Marrocco/Thomas Merton Catholic Secondary School where one of the incidents occurred

area.
They located a 15-year-old boy
who suffered injuries to his head and
arm after he was hit with pellets from a
pellet gun.
The boy was taken to hospital with
non-life-threatening injuries.
Officers conducted a search of the
area and allegedly found a 15-year-old
and 17-year-old boy, both carrying pellet guns.
The 15-year-old suspect was

charged with assault with a weapon, uttering threats and weapons dangerous,
while the 17-year-old was charged with
carrying a concealed weapon.
None of the three suspects in these
incidents can be identified per the terms
of the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
The suspect from the first incident
at Bloor and Dundas is expected to appear in court at 311 Jarvis Street on July
12.
The suspects from the second inci-

dent are expected to appear in court at
2201 Finch Avenue West on Tuesday
morning.
“Both these occurrences are currently being investigated separately and
officers are asking if anyone witnessed
these events take place, or has any information to contact police,” officers
said in a statement issued on Tuesday.
Investigators also said pellet guns
must be used in a “safe and legal manner” in the city.

Travellers call on Feds to ease Airport jam
As the busy summer travel season
approaches, immediate steps must be
taken now to reduce long line-ups and
extended wait times at Pearson, say
local leaders and airport officials.
During a press conference on
Monday morning, several Mississauga
leaders called on the federal government to remove on-arrival random
COVID-19 testing and duplicate health
checks, which as of late have been especially problematic due to inadequate
staffing levels at Canada’s largest airport. “The recent travel experience will
have detrimental and lasting effects on
how our region is perceived on the international stage and is having negative
impacts on new international investment for the Toronto region,” Victoria

Clarke, CEO of Tourism Mississauga,
said.
“Travel is meant to be a seamless
experience and after years of suffering
for our tourism sector, we should be
working to remove unnecessary barriers
to entry. During the height of the pandemic, our sector understood that we
needed to make sacrifices for the good
of the country, but now that these times
are behind us, these obstacles have become impossible to justify.”
Clarke said before the pandemic it
took on average 30 seconds to process
an arriving passenger. Today, that wait
can be four times longer, she said.
“The last thing we need is another
hurdle that hampers our collective recovery.”

Trevor McPherson, chief executive
officer of the Mississauga Board of
Trade, said businesses in his city have
been hit especially hard by the delays at
the airport. “The success of our business
community depends on Pearson’s success,” he said.

“After years of challenges for our
local travel economy and the loss of
94,000 jobs in Mississauga’s tourist-related industries during the pandemic,
our businesses and visitors rely on a
smooth and efficient airport process to
access what our region has to offer.”
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Guyana and the Caribbean
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your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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It’s time to stop the games and call the
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Why Rowley wants the Privy Council removed
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Carpenters’ Union ends Ontario strike action
Carpenter’s District Council of Ontario, United Brotherhood of Carpenters
and Joiners of America (the “Carpenters”) has announced that the provincewide strike of carpenters in the
industrial, commercial and institutional
(ICI) sector in the construction industry
is now over.
Ratification votes have taken place
around the province today and the tentative agreement was successfully passed
in the vast majority of each of the 14
local unions involved, in terms of the
“Double Majority” required to pass this
support of locals was backed up by another vast majority of the membership
vote. There was huge turnout from the
UBC members from one end of the
province to the other with over 77% voting in favour of the new agreement.
“We would like to thank our members for staying so strong on the picket
line over the last few weeks”, said Mike
Yorke, the CDCO’s President and Director of Public Affairs and Innovation. “In
the long arc of the Carpenters Union history in Ontario over the last 140 years
(Hamilton local 18 ~ since 1881 and
local 27 Toronto ~ since 1882) it's always been the members that have determined the fate and the future, for
themselves, their families and the next
generation of workers. This strike and
this result are in total alignment with that
history”

Carpenters on strike in Sault Ste Marie

This province wide agreement impacts 15,000 members in 14 Locals
throughout the province in communities
from the GTA to Sarnia to Ottawa to
Thunder Bay.
Evan Reid of Thunder Bay local

1669
which is hosting the Canada wide National Apprenticeship Competition this
weekend noted “Our members spoke
loud and clear across all generations- a
main goal of the strike was to get a better
deal for the next generation of carpenters

– hosting the NAC here in Thunder Bay
is the same goal – to recognize and value
our next generation”
Rod Thompson, Senior Rep for Ottawa echoed these sentiments – “this
agreement recognizes the crisis of affordability in Ontario and ever rising
cost of living- the members fought for
and achieved a better agreement by withdrawing their labour – now Monday its
back to work and back to building Ontario”
We expect that the employers will
begin work as soon as Monday May 30th
and with some specific projects needing
time to ramp up to full production which
we should see in the next week or so. It’s
great to have our 15,000 ICI members
back at work building Ontario and driving the economy as we know we can.
The Carpenters’ District Council of
Ontario (“CDCO”) is composed of 17
affiliated Local Unions of the United
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners
across the province (14 of these locals
represent members that are in the ICI
sector). In total, we represent some
25,000 women and men working in a
wide range of skilled trades, including
carpentry, drywall, resilient flooring,
concrete formwork, underwater construction, welding, scaffolding, and a
long list of other construction-related
work.
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Healthy Lifestyle:
The new disease?
By Ashta-deb
The strive and effort towards a
Healthy Lifestyle creates stress and
causes many physical diseases and
mental health ailments. Is the push for
a Healthy Lifestyle the new disease?
A Healthy Lifestyle today has become more about image and less about
well-being. The pressure people put on
themselves to be healthy is a sickness
in itself. As an example:
Eating – gluten free, sugar free, fat
free, carb free etc.
Power Exercise
Hair colouring
Plastic surgery – breast, lips, butt,
cheeks
Vitamins and supplements
Excessive detoxing
Botox of all kinds
Hair implants
The human body is highly intelligent. The body does many functions
without conscious involvement. In the
past, observation of Self and body
awareness was a measure whether to
seek medical care or not. Intuitive
awareness or gut-instinct was highly
regarded.
Aggressive marketing of a
Healthy Lifestyle causes many people
to bypass the simple technique of body
awareness and instead, dive into prehealing themselves before an actual
disease occurs.
We have moved from a culture of
simplicity to complexity. What was
once a stroll in the park has become a
vigorous army march.
Recently my daily stroll left me
lying on the grass as a fast-paced
walker ploughed into me. I was not injured and quickly got up. I am 58
years old. The person, who was much
younger, was out of breath, sweating
profusely and her temples pulsated as if
a vein would pop any minute. How can
this be enjoyable or healthy?
Before the saturation of electronics, exercise was part of our life as we
moved through our day, not a designated time frame. Vitamins were taken
as means of recuperation after an illness and not a prevention to illness.
Eating healthy was common sense not
an online course.
We are bombarded daily with advertisements on keeping healthy. This
subtle programming into the human
psyche has created fear around aging,
illness, suffering and death. Natural
processes of life.
Marketing and social media has
stripped many people of their ability to
“think for themselves.” Excessive and
aggressive marketing hypnotizes you
into an unreasonable expectation of
yourself. According to yogic tradition
any expectation creates an attachment
to results. Attachments of any kind
births suffering.
The immense push towards a
Healthy Lifestyle sends a subconscious

message of longevity. As far as I can
tell, none of us can cheat, beat or avoid
death. The guises we use, as an example, anti-aging vitamins, are a ruse that
fools only you.
Longevity disguised as a Healthy
Lifestyle is not working, instead, it
seems to create an adverse effect on the
human psyche. The way a Healthy
Lifestyle is being marketed, makes us
forget our mortality, death.
Consciously we know we will die
some day. Subconsciously, if you are
programmed into the culture of
longevity, youth and image, the pressure to preserve the body becomes
more intense and stressful. It has been
proven stress causes cancer. If this is
so, isn’t stressing over a Healthy
Lifestyle, unhealthy?
What is longevity after all, isn’t it
preservation of the body? It certainly
isn’t preservation of the mind. Mental
health disabilities have become a pandemic.
Persuasive and aggressive marketing of a Healthy Lifestyle by way of
ageless products coupled with pharmaceuticals and social media has created a
multi-billion-dollar retail industry. It
has systematically programmed the
current generation to feel they will live
forever. People are under mental pressure to have a perfect image, be healthy

and keep looking young. Body image
has undoubtedly contributed to many
suicides and ongoing mental neurosis
and psychosis. Instagram and Facebook have proven to be one of the
biggest contributors to mental health
disabilities.
I recently read an article about
people pre-purchasing body organs for
usage in later life when their own organs fail. Is this a Healthy Lifestyle or
the pursuit of longevity? What is this
telling us about our society?
Many parents are also influenced
by longevity under the guise of a
Healthy Lifestyle. The pressure to preserve youthful looks has created many
dysfunctional relationships.
As an example, a parent who
colours-out their grey hair will appear
younger than a parent who is greyed.
The perception of youth in the parent
subconsciously causes the adult child
to see physical strength in an otherwise
aging body. The adult child is unaware
of the aging parent, due to the parent
concealing their age with products.
The visual perception of youth in the
parent creates challenging interactions
that often leave many families fragmented. Simply, adult children are not
seeing their parents aging.
If we believe we will be young
forever and live forever, forgiveness

and reconciliation will cease to exist.
As a Mental Health Awareness teacher,
I can say without a doubt, this is already happening.
When a Healthy Lifestyle becomes your mission, longevity will
subconsciously seep into your mind
followed by fear of illness and death.
A healthy mind ceases to exist in the
face of fear. An effortless life is a joyful life. An effortless death is compassionate.
What is a Healthy Lifestyle? A
Healthy Lifestyle is individualized to
the person. We are not a one-size fits
all.
A Healthy Lifestyle is fulfilling,
satisfying and balanced. A Healthy
Lifestyle means less electronics and
more community interaction. It requires body awareness and trust in
one’s self. It is a Lifestyle which requires you to be especially cognizant of
the influence of marketing and social
media. It requires you to know when
to walk away or simply slow down and
stop. A Healthy Lifestyle promotes
clarity of mind, it is about inner wellbeing vs outer image.
My experience has taught me,
fighting nature is futile. Acceptance
and understanding of aging, illness and
death is fruitful.
www.AshtaChaitanya.com

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY JUNE 2 2022

9

Feds table bill to limit handguns, buy
back assault-style weapons
New gun control legislation the
federal government tabled Monday includes a national freeze on the purchase, sale, importation and transfer of
handguns in Canada.
The government also is pledging
to start buying back thousands of
banned assault-style weapons before
the end of the year.
While the proposal falls short of a
full ban on handguns, it would effectively limit their number in Canada.
"In other words, we're capping the
market for handguns," Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau told a press conference
Monday.
"As we see gun violence continue
to rise, it is our duty to keep taking action."
Public Safety Minister Marco
Mendicino presented the bill, C-21, in
the House of Commons Monday.
"The bill we just tabled represents
a milestone amidst a long and difficult
battle which takes place on our streets
every single day," Mendicino said at the
news conference. "It's a battle which
has claimed too many lives, leaving
empty chairs at the dinner table, and
empty desks in our classrooms."
The legislation revives some federal measures that didn't pass before last
year's general election and implements
some new proposals made during the
campaign.
They include taking away firearms
licences from those involved in domestic violence or criminal harassment, increasing criminal penalties for
smuggling and trafficking of firearms,
and a "red flag" law which would require people deemed a threat to themselves or others to turn in their firearms
to law enforcement.
The government previously proposed working with provinces and territories to put restrictions on handguns.
Trudeau said his government abandoned that idea after consultations.
"In our discussions with law enforcement, advocates and experts, it became apparent that we needed a
different solution," he said.
"So we decided to take a new
route, something that would tackle this
issue at a national level."
A limited number of people would
be exempt from the handgun restrictions, including elite sport shooters and
those with authorization to carry, such
as valuable goods carriers, senior government officials said in a briefing.
The government also said in a
news release that it would require magazines for long guns to be changed so
they can't carry more than five rounds.
Sales of large-capacity magazines
would be banned.
It also would increase the maximum penalty for offences under the
law, such as illegally owning, acquiring
or manufacturing a firearm, from 10
years imprisonment to 14.
"We recognize that the vast majority of gun owners use them safely, and

Toronto police display guns seized during a series of raids.

in accordance with the law," Trudeau
said.
"But other than using firearms for
sport shooting and for hunting, there is
no reason anyone in Canada should
need guns in their everyday lives."
Mendicino confirmed that the government would be proceeding with a
mandatory buyback program for the
over 1,500 assault-style weapons the
government banned two years ago —
including the AR-15. He said the details
will have to wait for consultations with
industry on compensation and likely
won't be available until this summer.
He said that the first weapons
would be bought back before the end of
this year.
"It's going to be hard but we are
going to get it done," Mendicino said.
He added that the government is
aiming to ban an even larger number of
assault-style weapons through an
amendment to the bill.
The legislation comes after a number of mass shootings in the United
States, including a recent shooting at an
elementary school that killed 19 children and two adults in Uvalde, Texas.
Trudeau said in response to the massacre that Canadians are "remarkably
united" in wanting to reduce gun violence at home.
Prior to the presentation of the bill,
the House unanimously voted in favour
of a motion expressing its horror at the
Uvalde shooting and condolences to the
family, friends and communities of the
victims.
On Twitter, Conservative public
safety critic Raquel Dancho said the

legislation does not effectively address
gun violence.
"Today's announcement fails to
focus on the root cause of gun violence
in our cities: illegal guns smuggled into
Canada by criminal gangs," she said.
"The PM has had 7 years to fix this serious issue, yet he continues to chase
headlines and bury his head in the
sand."
John Brassard, the Conservative
house leader, told CBC's Power & Politics, the legislation unfairly targets
legal gun owners.
"The real problem in this country
is not the law-abiding firearms owners,
who are heavily regulated, heavily-licensed … the real problem in this country has to do with gangs and criminals
who are importing firearms, mostly
from the United States, using illegal
guns on our streets," he told host Vassy
Kapelos.
Alistair MacGregor, the NDP public safety critic, agreed that handgun
smuggling is an issue, but said the problem is complex and will require a number of different measures.
"What the government should be
doing now is working with provinces,
and working with municipalities, to
help those jurisdictions that do want to
ban a handgun," MacGregor said.
The Coalition for Gun Control, a
group founded in the wake of the 1989
École Polytechnique massacre in Montreal, welcomed the bill.
"This proposed law will strengthen
screening processes for gun licences
with a particular focus on risk factors
associated with domestic violence, but

also suicide and hate crimes," Wendy
Cukier, the group's president and a professor at Toronto Metropolitan University, said in a media statement.
"The game-changer is the proposed national ban on the sale and importation of handguns which will stem
the flow of these guns. Legal handguns
are a significant source of handguns
used in crime and are the guns most
often used in mass shootings. Canadians want them banned."
Montreal Mayor Valérie Plante
also praised the proposed measures but
added she wants to see a full ban on
handguns eventually.
"National tools to fight armed and
domestic violence are a win for Montreal and cities across the country," she
said in a media statement. "We hope
that the step taken today by the Canadian government leads us towards the
complete ban of handguns on our territory and out of the reach of young people."
Tracy Wilson, vice-president of
public relations for the Canadian Coalition for Firearms Rights, criticized the
bill and the Trudeau government's approach to the issue, saying the proposed
law puts too much emphasis on regulating legal firearms and not enough on
criminals and unlicensed weapons.
"Once again, it's targeting the entirely wrong demographic," she said.
"Once again, [Trudeau's] choosing
to go down the path of targeting legal,
licensed, RCMP-vetted gun owners, instead of focusing on unlicensed criminals and their illicit firearms."
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Contract signed for largest infrastructure project in Guyana
HAILED as the largest public infrastructure project undertaken in Guyana,
the government, on Wednesday, signed
a US$260 million contract for the construction of the new Demerara River
Bridge at the Nandy Park, East Bank Demerara (EBD) site where the eastern end
of the bridge will land.
Deodat Indar, Minister within the
Ministry of Public Works, told those
gathered for the occasion that, for many
years, there were promises of a new Harbour Bridge as the current one has surpassed its lifespan.
He noted that while the current Demerara Harbour Bridge is being managed and maintained to ensure that the
very necessary link between Regions 3

What the proposed new Demerara Harbour Bridge will look like

(Essequibo Islands-West Demerara) and

4 (Demerara-Mahaica) is present, the

government has made a promise to prioritise the construction of a new bridge.
“His Excellency, the President of
the Cooperative Republic of Guyana, Dr
Irfaan Ali has, today, made that promise
in the manifesto a reality, with this historic signing of the agreement to construct a New Demerara Harbour
Bridge,” Minister Indar proclaimed.
A cleared section of land at Nandy
Park, EBD where the eastern end of the
new bridge is expected to be laid.
The construction cost of US$260
million, he added, was the negotiated
amount that came following a process of
competitive bidding and rigorous evaluation. A joint venture of Chinese companies, led by China Railway Construction
Corporation, emerged successful in the
procurement process.
The new bridge, according to Minister Indar, is expected to be 2.65 kilometres with the width of the driving
surface being around 23.6 meters, with
two carriageways and four lanes.
The bridge is a hybrid design with
the high span or navigation span having
a cable stay design, Minister Indar noted.
The vertical height of the fixed bridge is
said to be constructed at some 50 meters
from the mean highest watermark which
means that large size vessels would be
able to pass freely under the bridge.
The bridge, which is said to have a
design lifespan of 100 years, is expected
to also have cycling lanes, among other
features.
Delivering feature remarks at the
event was Senior Minister with responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh,
who said the ceremony may be simple
and devoid of pomp, but that history was
being witnessed.
“We are witnessing history today!
And, not history in the sense of a one-off
isolated project, but history in the sense
of a major transformative project that is
part of a much larger, comprehensive
plan to transforming Guyana,” the minister for finance said.
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$10B invested in two years to enhance
lives of Guyanese Amerindians
IN just under two years, the People’s Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C)
government has already expended close
to $10 billion on developmental projects
targeting various Amerindian communities.
Speaking at the 56th Independence
Flag-Raising ceremony on Wednesday
night, President Dr. Irfaan Ali highlighted the importance of catering for
the enhancement of the lives of
Guyana’s First Peoples in the country’s
wider transformational plan.
“Our Amerindian brothers and sisters are our First Peoples and deserve
the respect and honour of all. In pursuit
of advancing their cause, in less than
two years, we have invested close to $10
billion on the First Peoples of our country,” the Head of State said.
Of the $10 billion, more than $5
billion has been expended on supporting
hinterland infrastructure to cater for economic expansion.
“I want you to see that we are expanding the commitment we made to
the First Peoples because we are already
ahead of what was promised in our
Manifesto. We recognised the magnitude of investment that is required to uplift the lives of Amerindians and their
communities, and we are investing beyond that commitment,” Dr. Ali said.
Living largely in the most remote
communities in Guyana’s hinterland and
riverine communities, Amerindians are
considered to be disproportionately disadvantaged when compared with citizens on the coastland, and, as such,
special attention and investments specific to the indigenous communities are
required.
Due to the sparsity of population in
some of the communities over the years,
Amerindians have faced challenges with
accessing education, healthcare and utilities.
However, more and more emphasis
has been placed on creating an equitable
system that benefits persons both in the
hinterland and on the coastland.
“Every single region; every single
group in this country will and must benefit from the prosperity that will come
our way. Amerindian people should not
be at a disadvantage; we must invest and

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Guyana President Dr irfaan Ali: more than $5 billion spent on supporting hinterland infrastructure

create an even platform in which every
child must have the same equitable access to the same future in the same
country. That is the future we want,”
President Ali noted in his remarks.
In the latest of measures that
largely targets the Amerindian community, just a few weeks ago, the President
announced that residents in riverine and
hinterland communities across Guyana
will be receiving a special $25,000 per
household cash grant as part of measures being implemented to cushion the

rising cost of living.
During his address, the President
pointed to the building of infrastructure,
and the upgrading of roads, particularly
those connecting Regions Eight (PotaroSiparuni) and Nine Upper Takutu-Upper
Essequibo), as a few of the examples of
ways in which the government has been
improving the lives of Amerindians,
particularly those in the hinterland.
“This is the type of work your government has embarked on, not only to
bring relief and bringing you benefits,

but more importantly; far more importantly, to ensure that we create the opportunities that will have us live in a
sustainable environment for the future.”
Dr. Ali said.
The Head of State also noted the
developments that have been made by
the government in expanding the provision of potable water in the hinterland
regions, thereby significantly increasing
the coverage to reliable water by 60 per
cent, and well on target to achieving 100
per cent by 2025.
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‘Mixed energy approach’ to tackle climate change
MINISTER of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance Gail Teixeira on
Saturday explained to Region Seven
residents that the government’s LowCarbon Development Strategy (LCDS)
2030 is “a mixed energy approach” to
address the issue of climate change.
She noted that the new and expanded LCDS allows for sustainable development in every sector, including
agriculture, oil and gas and infrastructure, while at the same time reducing the
effects of climate change, and protecting
the environment.
Minister Teixeira was at the time
speaking at a LCDS consultation in Bartica.
“When we look at what we call a
mixed energy approach, we will continue to exploit oil and gas to reduce the
cost of electricity, so that our people will
have reliable, affordable electricity, and
also the manufacturers and others will
have a reliable source to produce,” the
minister said.
She added: “We intend to use the
oil-and-gas revenues to be able to develop the country in a faster way than if
we didn’t have oil and gas.”
She pointed to the tremendous benefits that will accrue to the citizens of
Guyana, as the strategy will create hun-

Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance Gail Teixeira at the climate change event

dreds of jobs.
Minister Teixeira noted, too, that
over the past seven years, Guyana has
earned approximately US$200 million
through carbon services. This means the
country was generating income by sustainably managing its rainforest.
Minister Teixeira further affirmed
that Guyana has one of the best forest
management programmes in the world.
Meanwhile, the minister said the

LCDS will allow for newer methods to
be established to protect Guyana’s agriculture sector.
“We have to use science and technology to help us to reduce the impact
of flooding in our country, and that
means infrastructure, which is expensive. We have to look at ways in which
we can also use agriculture in a way that
is not always subjected to flooding,” she
said.

Further, Minister Teixeira assured
citizens that the government will continue to build the necessary infrastructure, like sea defences.
Residents were also given an
overview of the LCDS by Chairperson
of the Board of Directors of the Guyana
Forestry Commission (GFC) Vanessa
Benn.

Trinidad to explore oil with Venezuela, CARICOM
As a small island developing
state, Trinidad and Tobago’s (T&T)
Prime Minister, Dr. Keith Rowley is of
the view that his government, out of
necessity, must engage with the rest of
the world and particularly its regional
neighbours so that it can continue to
build and strengthen its economy.
High on his agenda has been the
development of economic co-operation
in the energy sector.
To this end, the Prime Minister
said during his featured address at
Tuesday’s opening of the Trinidad and
Tobago Energy Conference that T&T
has executed ‘unitisation agreements’
with the Governments of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Barbados
and Grenada, to allow for the exploration of hydrocarbon resources in the
maritime boundaries shared with these
countries.
Further to this, Prime Minister
Rowley told delegates that T&T has
executed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Government
of Guyana also with the Government
of the Republic of Haiti on co-operation in the field of energy.
The Head of State shared as well
that on May 25, 2020, Trinidad had
signed a Protocol of Intent with the
Government of the Republic of Ghana
on co-operation in the energy sector.
The politician said, however, that it is
imperative his government moves beyond the intent to co-operate and aggressively pursue opportunities that

One of the massive oil rigs in Trinidad waters

utilise its extensive expertise and experience in the energy sector. He is hopeful that the said agreements will help
T&T revitalise its oil and gas production stock while ultimately strengthening its economy.
Kaieteur News has reported that
T&T is one of the world’s oldest hydrocarbon provinces and a leader in

the safe and efficient delivery of oil,
natural gas and petrochemicals.
Over many decades, the country
has developed extensive expertise,
knowledge and skills. Drawing on
local, regional and global experiences
the ongoing energy conference being
held at the Hyatt Hotel will explore
how the industry’s expertise and

knowledge can be leveraged to drive
the energy transition in the Caribbean
and beyond.
The three-day Energy Conference
is being held under the theme ‘Leveraging the Industry’s Strength for the
Energy Transition’.
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Guyana on alert for Monkeypox
MINISTER of Health, Dr Frank
Anthony, on Friday, said that Guyana’s
surveillance team has been on high
alert since several countries reported
cases of monkeypox.
The minister made this disclosure
during his COVID-19 update where he
emphasised that Monkeypox is not a
new virus.
Monkeypox, according to the
World Health Organisation (WHO) is a
virus which is transmitted to humans
with symptoms similar to those seen in
smallpox patients.
During his update, Dr Anthony
stated that last year there were cases of
the virus reported in different countries;
however, this year cases have appeared
in the United States, Canada, United
Kingdom and other European countries.
He added that, since there are now
more vigilant surveillance systems
around the world, authorities are able to
detect these things much earlier.
“Similarly, here, when we saw that
countries were reporting we had also
put our surveillance team on alert and
we have sent out a memo to all of our
doctors to identify what are the clinical

symptoms of monkeypox,” Dr. Anthony said.
As such, the Health Minister noted
that the monkeypox has a lot of similarities to the chickenpox and, as a result,
authorities would have to ensure that
proper differentiation is done. However, the authorities are checking.

Earlier this week, Chief Medical
Officer (CMO), Dr Narine Singh, had
told the Guyana Chronicle that the ministry had put out a medical alert so that
healthcare professionals can be on alert
for persons with possible signs and
symptoms of the virus.
According to the WHO, the virus

can be spread through animal to human
transmission, through direct contact
with the blood and other bodily fluids,
while human-to-human transmission
can result from close contact with respiratory secretions or lesions of an infected person.

Guyana businesses form B’dos partnerships
SEVERAL local businesses have
forged partnerships with the Barbados
private sector even as Export Barbados
through collaboration with Guyana Office for Investment (GO-Invest) and the
local private sector seek to increase exports of products and services to
Guyana.
Export Barbados is looking to increase exports to Guyana from $25M to
$50M over the next three years.
According to a release from the
Guyana Manufacturing and Services Association (GSMA), Export Barbados
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Mark
Hill said his team will be working with
their Guyanese counterparts to develop
the Guyanese export market for Barbadian products.
Hill was at the time speaking during a meeting with representatives of a
Guyana delegation and Senior Executives of the Barbados Manufacturing Association (BMA) on May 26, 2022,
ahead of Agrofest 2022.
The meeting was part of a series of
business-to-business collaborations organised by the respective government
agencies, namely Export Barbados and
GO-Invest.
The local delegation arrived in Barbados on Monday, May 23, 2022 and includes 56 delegates who will be
exhibiting their businesses at Agrofest
2022.
Eleven businesses which were involved in several strategic business-tobusiness level meetings with members
of Barbados’ private sector, gathered information and forged partnerships as facilitated by GO-Invest and Export
Barbados.
These delegates represent a cross-

Guyana, Barbados businesses meet at Agrofest 2022

section of sectors such as manufacturing, agriculture and agro-processing,
jewellers, craft and industrial supplies.
This initiative is lauded as being
timely and much-needed as the two
countries seek to further develop strategic partnerships between their private
sectors, the release said.
“There are several projects which
we are working on that this collaboration will benefit,” said BMA Executive
Director, Shardae Boyce, noting that
pineapples and other non-traditional
agricultural imports are immediate
needs which can be supplied from
Guyana for the production of rationing
packages as part of their Rationing Pack
Initiative.
GMSA Executive Director, Nizam
Hassan suggested that his membership
is keen on developing such partnerships
with their Barbadian counterparts.

“We are looking forward to working with BMA and their members to understand the needs of the Barbados
market in order to ensure that products
which are supplied from Guyana meet
the expectations of the Barbados consumer both from a pricing perspective as
well as in terms of quality,” he said.
Also present at the meeting was
Paul Cheong, Chairman of Guyana’s
Private Sector Commission. He suggested that the St. Barnabas Accord
which was signed between Barbados
and Guyana is a signal for the private
sector to become more active in driving
economic growth.
The question of the removal of
trade restrictions to ensure easy and affordable access to products and services
was also raised.
The release said the private sector
is willing to invest in growing their ca-

pacity to supply the regions’ food needs
but trade restrictions and limited access
to affordable and appropriate logistics
services must be addressed.
GMSA President, Rafeek Khan,
said he is pleased at the level of urgency
which has been placed on strengthening
collaboration and is optimistic of the
prospects of enhancing the value-added
manufacturing activities.
“Both President Ali and Prime
Minister Motley prioritised the implementation of the St. Barnabas Accord
and are wasting no time in putting the
necessary resources in place to ensure
that this elusive dream of a single economic space is realised,” said GO-Invest
CEO, Dr. Peter Ramsaroop.
In the midst of the global challenges facing the region, driven in large
part by COVID-19, resulting in increasing supply chain disruptions, the CEO
indicated that they are in collaboration
with Export Barbados to set up Trade
and Investment Facilitation offices in
Guyana and Barbados.
This will see Barbados having a
constant presence in Guyana and vice
versa. This move by GO-Invest and Export Barbados, the release said, is intended to ensure that commercial
initiatives can be easily and expeditiously operationalised.
The representative of GO-Invest
will be housed within the Secretariat
which has been set up by Export Barbados in Pelican Village, while the representative of Export Barbados will be
housed within the Guyana Office for Investment in Guyana.
This collaboration will also seek to
address some of the financing challenges which have been identified.
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Single shared vision needed to
protect food, climate: Mustapha
Given the increasing impacts climate change continues to have on the
regional agriculture sector, Agriculture
Minister Zulfikar Mustapha said there
needs to be a single shared vision and
coordination of efforts toward sustainable change to protect the Caribbean’s
agriculture and food systems.
Minister Mustapha was at the
time delivering remarks at the Meetings of the Americas on Climate
Change and Agriculture.
In his address, Minister Mustapha
said agriculture in the Caribbean and
around the world is under threat as a
result of the adverse effects of climate
change.
“We cannot overlook the urgency
of increasing the climate resilience of
the agriculture sector. If we do, our
objectives of enhancing productivity
and production, food security, economic growth, and improving livelihoods will not be possible. Given the

Agriculture Minister Zulkifar Mustapha addressing the Meeting of the Americas on Climate Change
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Guyana bridging the digital divide: McCoy
Guyanese are benefitting from a number of innovative programmes which are
aimed at bridging the digital divide, despite the number of threats on the nation’s economic and social development, due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The PPP/C Administration has been successful in advancing real access to information, expanding programmes geared towards building a knowledge-based society,
and a democratic framework for inclusive governance across all sectors of the country.
Minister within the Office of the Prime Minister with responsibility for Public
Affairs, Kwame McCoy, M.P, said the major successes were achieved through “an
all-hands-on-deck” approach with national stakeholders.
“We channelled expertise and resources towards getting our schools and other
institutions of learning fully online, with the necessary capacity to deliver the new
learning experience consistently and with ease,” Minister McCoy asserted Tuesday,
during his remarks at the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Forum,
at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.
He said the interventions to strengthen the national digital infrastructure are now
serving as springboards for more targeted national programmes. The structure of the
Guyana Learning Channel was redesigned and expanded to reach a wider audience.
The administration also launched the Guyana Online Academy for Learning
(GOAL) scholarship initiative in 2021, which afforded citizens the opportunity to
gain academic and technical qualifications from certificate to PhD levels, and to upskill with world-class industry training.

Kwame McCoy at the WSIS Forum in Switzerland
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Demerara Bank’s Farmers Credit Line an
“exceptional” initiative – President Ali
Dr Irfaan Ali said that Demerara
Bank’s Farmers Credit Line is an important part of national development
that will aid farmers in increasing their
productivity.
The Head of State made this
statement on Monday afternoon as he
delivered the feature address at the
launch of Demerara Bank’s Farmers
Credit Line at the bank’s office in Mahaica.
He called the initiative innovative
and congratulated the bank and farmers who “have worked “tremendously
hard in making this new direction and
policy realised”.
The President reminded of global
issues, the impending food crisis, and
the need to be prepared to “face the reality” and to develop the resilience to
ensure Guyana remains in a position to
feed the population.
“To approach this multifaceted
problem requires not only the Government, it requires the farmers, it requires the traders, it requires the
banking sector; it requires scientific research, it requires scientists, students.
It requires all of us to join in the effort
to combat the consequences of the
coming global food crisis.”
One of the important investments
that Government has to make as a
country from the oil and gas revenue,
he added, is to improve and increase
the productive capacity.
“Unless we improve production at
every single level and in every single
sector, we will not be able to build a
strong, resilient and diversified economy.”
He said to improve the production
capacity requires improving productivity, increasing efficiency, and deploying capital in a more strategic way.
President Ali noted that the formulation of consortiums also creates a
vehicle for achieving economies of
scale. He said this was exemplified by
the coming together of the poultry
farmers to provide the corn and soya
requirements for the poultry sector,
which will then be expanded to the
wider livestock sector and the CARICOM region.
“So what I have advised the Ministry of Agriculture to do is to work in
a manner in which we can bring farmers together in consortiums…and here
is where the banking sector comes in.”
He also pointed to the importance
and impacts of the Government working in tandem with the financial institutions to provide more capital to
farmers, which will, in turn, increase
productivity. He said that coming together can increase the pool of finances, which in turn can result in
larger investments, especially in the
long term.
The President noted too the importance of technology transfer, new
markets and access to new markets.

President Ali presenting a grant to one of the farmers at the event

He said these are the reasons the Government is approaching the issue of
food production from many points and
have diversified investments in infrastructure, drainage, and irrigation and
in working with communities. More
importantly, he added Government is
working towards removing the barriers
that exist simultaneously.
“In the last two years, there is no
other Government globally, and I can
say this with the greatest confidence,
there is no other Government globally
that per capita has invested and supported agriculture, mining, fishing
services industry and construction,
vulnerable group, livestock and poultry farmers more than the Government
of Guyana. That is a fact. That is a fact
if you look at it per capita.”
The President told the gathering
that Demerara Bank has demonstrated
leadership and has simplified the
process of accessing capital.
“You have not only simplified the
process, but you have removed the
charges, you have removed the fees;
you have removed the need to bring 10
years of financial statements. The second issue is mitigating risk. How do
we ensure that we mitigate risk? And
you’re doing that by not only lending
the farmers, but working with them in
the management process, holding their
hands and supporting them through the
management process, another big factor in what you’re launching.”
At the launch, the President also
encouraged the financial institution to
reduce their interest rate by 1%, and
CEO Pravinchandra Dave immediately
agreed.

“That is a responsible bank,”
President Ali announced. Moving forward, he stressed the need for all parties “to work together”.
In closing, he urged the recipients
not to misplace the trust and confidence placed in them by the financial
institution.
To date, Demerara Bank has received 193 applications to the tune of

$200m.
Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable Zulfikar Mustapha, who was
also at the launch, called it an
“achievement in agriculture financing”. He noted that the lack of collateral requirement is one of the key
features of the Farmers’ Credit Line.
“Today, we are witnessing a new
dimension of loans”, he said.
With the revolution in the country’s agriculture sector, this initiative,
he added, will “bridge the cash flow
gap” which exists.
Meanwhile, the bank’s Marketing
Manager Christina Correia explained
that management met with farmers
over the last few weeks, listened to
their challenges, and then tailored a
product with them in mind.
The CEO explained that the recently held Agri Investment Forum
and Expo was “timely”. He expressed
his approval that equal importance is
being given to the agriculture sector as
oil and gas.
He pointed to the rising prices for
food and the great challenges being
faced globally.
He also noted that banks are not
doing enough for the agriculture sector
and do not see the priority of the sector.
This “hassle-free” initiative, he
added, will be launched in other areas
across the country. The initiative,
which caters to the rice sector at this
time, is designed to cater to the cycle
of farmers’ income.
“We are fully committed”, he announced.
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Guyana ready to embrace
development with Barbados
PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali has
said that Guyana is prepared to remove
all obstacles impeding development
with Barbados.
Guyana, by removing those obstacles, would create myriad opportunities
for citizens of both nations.
The Head of State related his intention, over the weekend, during a site
visit to the proposed location for the
Guyana-Barbados Food Terminal in
Lears, St Michael, Barbados.
“I want to assure Prime Minister
[Mia] Mottley and the people of Barbados that you have a reliable partner in
Guyana. We are ready to remove all impediments to accelerate our plans together, to expand our production
together—to expand the opportunities,”
President Ali said.
He related that the aim of expanding and improving opportunities and cooperation between the two countries is
to enhance the livelihoods of citizens of
both countries.
The Head of State said: “Right
after this visit, we are going into a working session to not only look at solutions
but to set timeframes and deadlines. The
electorate holds us accountable at the
end of a period. We have to hold people
accountable too.”
President Ali said, too, that he was
“nothing short of impressed” with the
type of work that had been done so far,
especially with the motivating drive of
the private sector. He credited that to the
type of leadership and aggression that
Prime Minister Mottley and her Government demonstrate as it relates to food
security.

President Irfaan Ali of Guyana with Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley

In addition to the food terminal,
Barbados was also developing another
catchment pond right next to the facility.
That project, the President said, provided additional opportunities which include the production of shrimp, tilapia
and catfish among other seafood.
Dr. Ali said that the technical teams
of both countries were working together
on bringing young people on board
through research and development and
science and technology.
At the launch of Agro Fest 2022,

last Friday in Barbados, the Guyanese
Head of State had related that the food
terminal will create an international
transhipment hub, which would result in
food moving from Barbados to other
Caribbean islands and even to Miami.
The President emphasised that to
achieve those progressive results, a different mindset was needed.
“If we continue the old mindset we
can’t get anywhere. The new mindset
requires us to view things differently

President Dr. Irfaan Ali and Prime Minister of Barbados, Mia Mottley, at Barbados’s Agro Fest 2022

and this is beyond a Guyana/Barbados
initiative… We want to create a model
to demonstrate to CARICOM that we
can work in the context of CSME,”
President Ali said.
The President added that for that to
happen, Guyana and Barbados have to
lead the way in changing “the way we
think, the way we relate” as well as
making changes on the political and policy-making levels and the public service, bureaucratic and private sector
levels.
“We can keep talking as a people
in this region that we can do better, that
we can eat local and then we don’t want
to participate in the process of eating
local. So, all of us have a role and I’m
very, very pleased. I think Barbados is
developing a model here,” Dr. Ali said.
Prime Minister Mottley also made
brief remarks. She said that the food terminal would allow the country to store
at least 45 containers and will allow for
packing, processing and storage. It was
also expected to allow for blast freezing
for seafood production and processing.
President Ali was joined by the
Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar
Mustapha; the Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Oneidge Walrond
and
other
government
representatives.
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Jamaica: Restructuring coffee
production is on the cards
The research paper, Modelling
Profitability in the Jamaican Coffee Industry, written by Mario Mighty and
Gabriel Granco for the Department of
Geography, University of North Alabama, Florence, in the United States
and published in January 2021 outlines
the challenges to economic feasibility
in the Jamaican coffee industry.
They begin by pointing out that
production anywhere outside of the Jamaica Blue Mountain (JBM) region is a
low-profit undertaking and this continues to drive the concentration of coffee
farmers into the JBM region.
The researchers propose that, “A
producer would need to cultivate at
least 25 acres or 10 hectares in the nonBlue Mountain region to achieve the
mean GDP [gross domestic product]
level in the country [US$5,100] as
compared to 1.3 acres or 0.5 hectares in
the JBM region in the 2016-2017 coffee year.
“However, the results for the
2018-2019 coffee year paints a grimmer picture. With the sharp decrease in
prices paid per box to producers, a
farmer would need to cultivate at least
8.7 acres or almost 3.5 hectares in the
JBM region.”
Mighty and Granco advise that,
with losses being incurred with every
unit area being cultivated in the non-

Blue Mountain region, farmers would
need to implement measures to further
reduce production costs or increase revenues in order to achieve the nation’s
mean GDP level.
The authors outline, “The implications of these numbers are clear: In
‘good’ years, when there is limited production and prices rise there is money
to be made, but when farmers increase
production in response to this, then
oversupply results in lower prices and
economic loss.
Mighty and Granco note, “With
the conventional coffee market saturated with coffee for the last several

decades and the specialty market becoming ever more crowded, stakeholders in the Jamaican coffee industry may
need to consider the best route forward
in order to remain economically viable,
particularly at the farmer level.”
They state that, considering that a
significant proportion of the island’s
small farmers cultivate less than one
hectare of coffee, the attraction to remain in coffee production is likely to
continue waning and decreasing the
number of stakeholders in the industry.
One possibility, they suggest, may
be the creation of production quotas
(similar in concept to the international
coffee agreements of the 1960s through
to the 1980s in the global coffee market). Such a mechanism may include a
provision allowing for the suspension
of quotas if prices remain high and
their reintroduction if prices become
too low.
Mighty and Granco explain: “This
would be useful since most producers
lack the ability to process and store
their harvest and sell at times when
prices are higher. Some producers may
consider diversification away from
pure coffee production if this crop has
become a money-losing venture.”
The researchers further add: “Unless farmers are able to ally themselves
with other areas of the coffee value

chain (particularly the export or resale
of green or roasted coffee) or increase
their production to gain greater
economies of scale, then it may be
more feasible to focus on diversification to other crops or livestock.”
They estimate a market correction
to stable prices of approximately
$7,000 (US$53.5) and $4,000
(US$30.5) per 60-pound box for JBM
and non-Blue Mountain coffee cherries
should occur over the next few years.
But, even at these prices, they
state, “It remains very clear that Jamaica’s current small farmers engaged
in coffee production, those cultivating
under 0.4 hectare or one acre of coffee,
will be engaging in a money-losing
proposition depending solely on coffee.”
Mighty and Granco say farmers,
meanwhile, want better prices for
cherry coffee, but noted: “However,
this ignores the reality that there is a
decreasing demand for JBM and other
Jamaican coffees from their primary
market of Japan.”
They note that efforts that have
been made to expand the market for Jamaican coffee in the USA, Europe, and
Asia must be reinforced in order to viably increase the prices paid per box,
and consequently, the income that can
be received by the producer.
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Barbados-Guyana partnership
to provide 1,000 houses
By this time next year, an additional
1 000 homes will be on the Barbados
market from a partnership between the
National Housing Corporation (NHC)
and Guyanese manufacturer Dura Villa.
According to Barbados Minister of
Housing and Lands Dwight Sutherland,
construction could begin as early as August this year.
He said the key players in the project met on Monday to fast track plans for
the project which will provide modern
houses, valued at $100 000, for mainly
low-income earners.
“We will come up with a plan as to
where we will place the first 1 000 Dura
Villa/NHC homes in this country. These
homes will be going in urban Barbados,
rural Barbados, across the length and
breadth of Barbados, and we are targeting 1 000 homes within the next 12
months.
“Let’s factor in shipping time for
the houses, we are looking at shipping
roughly about 30 a month and we can
ramp up. We are looking that by August
we should have these homes going up
across Barbados…. once Mr Khan put
together the order from us, we should
have some homes going up by August,
worst case September,” Sutherland told
reporters at last weekend’s Agrofest in
Queens Park where a show house was on
display.
Scores of Barbadians viewed the
600 square-foot, two-bedroom show
home, which had photovoltaic panels on
the roof.
Sutherland assured that local companies would not be sidelined in the project.
“We are utilising local building ma-

Key players in the project met on Monday to fast track plans for the project which will provide modern houses

terial – the roofing, that is local Permaclad, concrete board, we are using Fiberpol to install our sinks. We want to thank
UNICOMER for the display, and BNOC
[Barbados National Oil Company] came
and they installed the photovoltaic panels. Most of the other materials will be
locally made and we will utilise locals to
fully outfit,” the Housing Minister said.
CEO of DuraVilla Homes Rafiq
Khan said he was overwhelmed by the
response to the homes from day 1 of
Agrofest.
He recalled that during Prime Minister Mia Mottley’s recent trip to Georgetown, she had challenged him to bring
the house to Barbados, and the collabo-

ration with the NHC had made that possible.
Khan, who said it was a first for his
company, noted that they had benefited
significantly from the skills of local artisans.
“And in doing this home, we transferred skills. Our Guyanese that participated in helping to direct the home learnt
some techniques from you folks here in
Barbados – how to do finishings, how to
do pickling, how to take our woods and
make it even more beautiful – so it has
been an outstanding opportunity.”
The Guyanese manufacturer said
the houses demonstrated affordability
meeting luxury, insisting that low-in-

come housing did not have to be inferior.
“Not because it is an affordable
home it has to be not appealing, it has to
be uncomfortable. We want that what
ever bracket of house you are in – a
starter home, a working-class professional or someone who wants to retire –
this home should be comfortable, affordable and appealing for all,” he said.
Khan added that the house was built
to withstand hurricanes, as insisted by
Prime Minister Mottley, and noted that it
has hurricane straps, and tight beams,
and was engineered for strength and
durability.

Cost of medications up sharply
Barbadians have to pay more for
prescription drugs because of supply
shortages, and the Barbados Pharmaceutical Society (BPS) is warning that with
the rising cost of living, people may have
to choose between buying medication or
food in the near future.
BPS president Yolan Pantin said
even though the shortages are not at crisis stage, shipping challenges and other
supply chain issues have been making it
more difficult for local suppliers to
source needed medicines.
That, she said, had led to an increase in the price of drugs.
“It is concerning because if we can’t
get the drugs or if shipments aren’t arriving on time, we may run out of essential
items for our customers and our patients.

With price increases, patients may not be
able to afford [medication] because we
may have persons on a fixed income and
they will determine whether they may
buy food or medication, and that is what
is worrying to me,” she said.
“So, you are on a fixed income, you
go into the supermarket and you have to
spend more for the same items. Your
light, your water, your everything has
gone up. All of that is taking your money.
What is going to suffer? You may start to
see persons shifting to what they can afford, and they may – which I hope never
happens, but it may happen – . . . decide
whether they are going to eat or whether
they are going to purchase their muchneeded medication,” Pantin added.
Making reference to a recent devel-

opment in the United States where some
people were rationing insulin because of
the significant increase in the price of the
drug, Pantin said the BPS did not want
to see that kind of situation occurring
here. “But, then again, if people are on a
fixed income something may have to
give. What I would like is that if it ever
gets to that, that our patients come and
talk to us, because without them getting
their medication and maintaining their
health status, that puts more burden on
our healthcare system if these persons
have to end up in hospital or in a care facility.
“I would prefer that even though
they may not be able to afford that they
still come and speak to their pharmacists
that they most likely have been going to

for years, and let them know what is
going on, because we are here to serve
the public of Barbados and keep the
health of our country at the highest, and
our people as healthy as we can. Our part
is to make sure that the medications that
they need are supplied to them.
“I would not like to see it come to
that point where somebody has to decide
whether they eat or whether they get the
medication that they need,” she added.
Pantin noted that in light of what
has been taking place on the international
market, Barbadians are fortunate that the
Barbados Drug Service has made provisions to allow pharmacists to purchase
medication for hypertension, diabetes
and other illnesses duty- and tax-free, to
make the drugs affordable for patients.
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Amitabh Bachchan: starring in new mythology based fantasy movie

Brahmastra teaser get fans
excited to see Amitabh
There's a Brahmastra update today, a special
day as revealed by director Ayan Mukerji. A teaser
of the upcoming film has been released with
footage of not only lead actors Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor but also of co-stars Amitabh Bachchan,
Nagarjuna and Mouni Roy.
Brahmastra is a mythology-based fantasy trilogy with Ranbir and Alia playing central characters
Shiva and Isha, Amitabh Bachchan as Professor
Arvind Chaturvedi and Nagarjuna as an archaeologist named Ajay Vashisht.
Mouni's character is named Damayanti - little
or no details are available about any of these characters. The trailer of the film will release on June

15.
Ayan Mukerji, sharing the teaser and release
date, also explained why today is special: "Special
video on this special date today. 15 days to trailer.
100 days to movie release. 9 years since YDHD
today. PS - Also, our commander-in-chief Sreeti's
birthday."
We'll decode that for you - the trailer of Brahmastra is out in two weeks, the film releases on
September 9,
Ayan and Ranbir's last film Yeh Jawaani Hai
Deewani released on May 31, 2013, and Ayan's
cousin Sreeti Mukerji, also a producer of Brahmastra, is a year older today.
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$540M infrastructure to beneﬁt
over 700 Lethem residents
MINISTER of Housing and Water,
Collin Croal, said that infrastructural
works, valued at $540M, that will benefit more than 700 residents, were progressing as planned, at the new Lethem
Track ‘A’ Housing Scheme (Poke
Bridge) in Region Nine.
On Monday, he visited the area
along with the contractors and Mayor
John Macedo.
According to the Housing Ministry,
the ongoing works include access roads,
drainage and culverts.
The Minister noted his satisfaction
with the pace at which works were progressing despite the minor setbacks resulting from the current rainy season.
He added that the development was
welcomed since the town of Lethem had
been starved of housing development for
several years.
Upon completion of the scheme,
more than 700 residential lands will be

Collin Croal and Mayor John Macedo (second from right), at the new Lethem Track 'A' Housing Scheme

available for allocation. More than 350
persons have already been allocated and
have begun processing their ownership
documents.

“We are proud of this development
and it has a lot of potential. In addition,
this scheme is more than sufficient to
meet the housing demand in this region,”

Minister Croal noted. “If all goes according to plan, allottees will be able to commence construction by the end of this
year.”

Phased road rehabilitation for ECD towns
AFTER years of traversing and
maneuvering around potholes and depressions, residents of Hope Lowland,
East Coast Demerara, will soon see a
phased road rehabilitation project commencing.
This is according to Minister
within the Ministry of Public Works,
Deodat Indar, who inspected several of
the roads in the community on Monday.
Residents in the community would
have complained bitterly to the minister about their challenges while traversing the roads.
One resident, Lilawattie Jaigobin,
protested that she has lived in the community for ten years. No one has paid
attention to the cries of residents regarding the dreadful conditions of the
road.
Meanwhile, another resident said
the road conditions make it extremely
difficult for persons to traverse both by
vehicle and on foot. The resident added
that the road condition worsens during
the rainy season.
In addressing the complaints,
Minister Indar disclosed that the ministry would be deploying a team of engineers on Tuesday to begin an
assessment of how much work will
need to be done in the community.
“Engineers will be here tomorrow
[Tuesday] to pick up the roads because
every single road in the community is
bad. All are the same conditions; the
structures have failed,” Minister Indar
said.
He continued: “We have to fix

Minister Deodat Indar, engaging residents, during an inspection of roads in Lowland, East Coast Demerara

that, we will have some engineers
come and measure out the various
roads and the access road to bring you
into this community; this community is
a densely populated region. So, we will
have to make sure that we pick up
some costings for these roads.”
The minister noted that the main
access road in the community will take
precedent in the rehabilitation project,
while the smaller roads in the community will be done in a phased manner.

He stressed that conditions of the
roads in the community call for the immediate attention of the ministry, especially in the advent of the rainy season.
“On inspection of this community,
they have a lot of, you know, dilapidated infrastructure, if you check
around, none of the roads is good.
Every single road has massive number
of potholes, some have massive failures in the road. And in the rainy season, it’s worse because all the potholes

end up being filled with water,” he
said.
The minister noted that action will
take place soon as a report is received
from the respective engineers on how
much work will be done in the community and what the cost will be to commence the project.
The minster added that funding
would most likely come from the Ministry’s budgetary allocation for 2022
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Nurses guilty of forging COVID
vaccine books to be ﬁred
WITH three Guyanese health ministry-affiliated workers currently before
the courts for allegedly forging government-issued COVID-19 vaccination
booklets, Health Minister, Dr Frank Anthony, warned that persons found guilty
would be removed from the Ministry of
Health.
Speaking during his daily COVID19 briefing, the health minister said he is
aware there are persons who have been
arrested in connection with forging vaccination booklets and commended the
Guyana Police Force (GPF) for their investigations.
Maintaining the presumption of innocence guaranteed to persons under the
law, the Minister said if persons are
found guilty, “they would not be working with the ministry anymore”.
“It is unfortunate that nurses who
were placed in a position of trust to administer these vaccines and make sure
that the process goes smoothly, have
chosen to breach that trust and sell the
vaccination cards,” Dr Anthony added.
The health minister said nurses are
governed by specific laws which empower the nursing council and being
found guilty of such an offence would be
a breach of professional conduct.

Guyana Health Minister Dr Frank Anthony

“We would be taking stringent actions by sending this information to the
nursing council for them to act upon because we cannot have nurses who are
found in break like this; it runs counter
to the profession,” he reasoned.
Concerns were raised in the public
about the frequency of persons purchasing COVID-19 vaccination booklets to
access public buildings which require
those booklets as a primary condition for
entry.
Where persons do not have booklets, they are sometimes required to present results from a COVID-19 test that

proves they tested negative for the
deadly virus.
The health authorities have impressed the need for persons to get vaccinated to increase the chances of herd
immunity in the country and ultimately
reduce the mortality rate of the virus.
Just a few days ago, Guyana
recorded the 1000th COVID-19-related
death with that number continuing to
climb, although minimally, every day.
The health minister said in his update
there is a good uptake of COVID-19
vaccines among the adult population in
Guyana.

The challenge has been, however,
that persons primarily between the ages
of 18 to 39 years, which Dr Anthony
identified in previous briefings as a particularly active demographic group, have
not returned for their second COVID-19
vaccine dose.
“If you only get one dose of the
vaccine, it is not going to give you that
protection,” the health minister warned
as he urged persons to complete their
vaccine dosage to be fully protected.
Dr Anthony said a similar low vaccination trend is noticed among adolescents and teenagers between the ages of
12 and 17 years.
For this group, the health minister
disclosed: “The first dose is still lagging
behind… at 40.5 per cent [of the total
population of that group] and [the] second dose is at 28.4 per cent. So, we really need to do a lot more work here”.
Dr Anthony called on parents,
teachers, and influential persons in communities to encourage young people to
take their vaccines. He noted that if an
adolescent or teen does not attend
school, they can still present themselves
at a vaccination centre to receive their
COVID-19 vaccine.

CRIME & COURTS

Fight over woman leaves one man dead
PAUL Braithwaite, 28, of Lot 6
Barnwell North, Mocha, East Bank Demerara (EBD) is now dead after a knife
clash between himself and his friend at
Pepper Hill, Mocha on Thursday night,
over an argument about a female they
both knew.
His 31-year-old friend has since
been arrested and is in police custody.
According to Police Headquarters,
the victim and the suspect are known to
each other and were friends up until
September 2020 when they had a misunderstanding over a woman and
would periodically get into heated arguments.
On Thursday at about 23:20 hours,
police said that they were both socialising at Arcadia Street Mocha, EBD,
when they encountered each other and
a heated argument erupted which resulted in both of them brandishing
knives and stabbing each other several
times about their bodies.
As Braithwaite was fleeing the
scene, he fell onto the western side of

Killed: Paul Braithwaite

the road where he laid motionless.
The suspect then ran to the Mocha
Police Outpost and reported the incident and he was told of the offense
committed, cautioned and arrested.
Based on his injuries, he was escorted to the Diamond Diagnostic Centre where he was seen by a doctor on
duty, treated and sent away.
A party of police responded to the
said report and upon arrival, they found
the victim with several suspected stab
wounds about his body.
Braithwaite was then escorted to
the Diamond Diagnostic Centre, where

he was pronounced dead on arrival and
subsequently transported to the Memorial Gardens Funeral home awaiting
post-mortem examination as investigations continue.
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Girl, 16, raped by Facebook friend
A RELATIONSHIP that developed between a 16year-old over social media platform, Facebook, resulted in
her being raped at home when the suspect visited, police
said.
The police in Regional Division Three are currently
investigating the report of the alleged rape.
The alleged rape, the police said, occurred on February 20, 2022 around 20:00hrs at the victim’s home.
“Enquiries disclosed that the suspect and the victim

are known to each other via the social media platform,
Facebook,” police said.
The suspect, police said, reportedly showed up at the
victim’s home, and as soon as she opened the door, he
pushed her inside and forcefully committed the act.
The teenage victim was home alone at the time. Police are currently looking for the suspect as an investigation continues.
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Cases of child abuse, neglect
soar in Jamaica, says agency
Just over 4,530 cases of child neglect were filed with Jamaica’s National
Children’s Registry (NCR) between July
2021 and March this year, the highest
number in a raft of incidents of child
abuse reported for that period.
Additional statistics from the NCR
showed 3,600 incidents of behavioural
problems, while 3,081 cases of children
in need of care and protection were reported.
In addition, the NCR received
2,524 reports of physical abuse, 2,078
cases of sexual abuse, 1,072 cases of
emotional abuse, 24 alleged incidents of
child trafficking, and 333 cases of child
labour. There were 23 alleged incidents
of bullying, which the NCR only started
tracking in January.
“It is concerning, especially when
it comes on to that of neglect. We still
see the high number of allegations of
neglect coming up. Neglect is always the
highest as we have received more than
600 allegations of neglect most months.
The lowest that we have seen since January is 522 [and] that was in April,” acting deputy registrar at the Child
Protection and Family Services Agency
Lesia Vassell said.
According to Vassell, the numbers
show that more parents need to make an
effort to improve the relationship they
have with their children.
“It’s just to remind the parents that
they need to pay special attention, especially when it comes on to supervision.
We note that parents or guardians are
still leaving children unsupervised or
with inappropriate supervision. That is
something that we want the public to
pay attention to,” declared Vassell.
Children’s Advocate Diahann Gordon Harrison says the data provided by
the NCR give cause for concern.
“What it tells us is that we have
persistence in the seriousness of the issues that impact our children and I think
it really calls for an all hands on deck approach which is a very timely reminder
to all Jamaicans,” she said.
“Not just usual stakeholders, but
everybody in their community, everybody in their respective spheres —
whether it’s school or church or otherwise — to come up with strategies and
assist in the dialogue of how we can protect those children whom we are interacting with,” Gordon Harrison told the
Observer.
She said it is important that priority
be given to immediate psychological
support and counselling services for
children.
Gordon Harrison pointed out that
her office operates a SafeSpot National
Child and Teen 24-hour helpline which
is designed to assist individuals experiencing challenges, or who may be feeling overwhelmed adapting to changes
caused by the novel coronavirus pandemic.

Diahann Gordon Harrison

“Of course, if we are having children who are in distress and having concerning situations impact them, as the
reporting line number shows, it means
that there is a corresponding need for
those children to be getting immediate
counselling support and other relief,”
said Gordon Harrison.
She said it was not shocking for
neglect to top the list of alleged incidents
reported.
According to Gordon Harrison,
data tracked from 2017 show that child
neglect and lack of care and protection
for children have consistently been the
two highest categories of child abuse.

“It’s disappointing, but it’s not surprising. What it tells us is that we have
to pay attention to what’s happening in
the homes and supporting parents, so
that they understand their responsibility.
We have to pay attention to making
homes a safe space for children because
it means that if those are the two categories that continue to be in the lead we
have to look at the underlying triggers
and try to fix those,” said Gordon Harrison.
Identifying several ways in which
children could have been neglected,
child and family therapist Dr Beverly
Scott pointed to lack of health care and

other basic needs.
“It could be that the child’s health
is neglected, so the child has a cold or
flu and he or she is not taken to the doctor. Or the child is not looked after in
terms of hygiene so the child would not
be given a bath regularly, the child
would not wear clean clothes and all that
kind of thing,” Scott explained.
“The child would also be ignored if
hungry and told that, ‘I don’t have anything to give you to eat and you’re just
going to have to stay hungry’. With neglect at the top of the list, it seems to me
that parents are abdicating their responsibilities for their children and it could
be as a result of what they themselves
are experiencing,” she added.
Scott said that the economic and
emotional stress fuelled by the effects of
the pandemic might have contributed to
the neglect of children.
“Some parents have lost their jobs,
some parents are frustrated by having
their children at home during the pandemic and feel burdened to take care of
them. Many of these parents also have
to be online with these children so they
can access the work that is given at
school. There is something wrong with
how parents are taking care of them, and
so we need to look at what’s happening
with parents at this time,” she said.
Commenting on the issue of behavioural problems, Scott said, “They’re
opposing their parents and authorities
and that’s where we have behavioural
problems. Sometimes parents have to go
out and work and no one is there to discipline them. They are on their own and
develop their own behaviours; they
aren’t being supervised properly.”
Scott added that the same response
for behavioural problems might be
linked to the lack of care and protection
issue.

Caribbean tourism bouncing back
Hoteliers throughout the region have an optimistic
outlook for what the future holds with the Caribbean Hotel
and Tourism Association (CHTA) noting that the region’s
tourism renaissance is well underway, with some destinations approaching or exceeding record visitor arrival numbers.
Tourism officials cite pent-up traveller demand, the
elimination or significant reduction in travel restrictions,
the return of airlifts, attractive deals and packages being offered by hotels, and a range of destination and hotel
choices and upgrades that are now in place as key factors
for the rebound.
CHTA President Nicola Madden-Greig applauded the
region’s tourism, health and government leaders for their
work over the past two years to position the region’s
largest industry, tourism, to recover from the pandemic.
She pointed to the announcement last month by the
World Travel and Tourism Council at its global summit in
Manila, recognising the Caribbean and Latin America as
leading the global tourism recovery.
“Today’s traveller has many choices when planning a

Caribbean getaway, thanks to the efforts of so many. Over
the past decade, we’ve seen an explosion of new and upgraded hotels and infrastructure improvements.
“During the pandemic, many hotels and attractions
used the time to improve on their product and service offerings, also recognising the changing needs of the discerning traveller. We continue to offer accommodation
experiences which appeal to the full range of traveller interests.
“Beyond our world-famous beaches and waters, travellers can experience our diverse cultural, culinary and historic treasures. And we’ve worked diligently to put in place
health safety protocols which are effective and as non-intrusive as possible,” she added.
Madden-Greig noted that, on average, hotels and resorts in the Caribbean will approach close to 80 per cent of
their record pre-pandemic performance this year, with
some destinations setting all-time records.
Cruise ships are returning, which is especially important to attractions, transportation providers such as independent taxis, and small- and medium-sized vendors.
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T&T Senator questions validity
of ﬁrm in reﬁnery purchase
T&T Opposition Senator Wade
Mark has called for clarification from
the Government on the potential sale of
the Pointe-a-Pierre oil refinery to US
company Quanten Consortium LLC.
Speaking at the weekly Opposition
news conference Sunday, Mark said the
refinery carried an estimated value of
US$7 billion and questioned the legitimacy of the reported preferred bidder in
its sale.
Referring to Quanten Consortium
being named as being in discussions
with Trinidad Petroleum Holdings Ltd
(TPHL) to purchase the refinery, Mark
said that he was awaiting confirmation
from Energy Minister Stuart Young,
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley or Finance Minister Colm Imbert on the sale.
“Today is Sunday, some three days
and half later, there has been no denial
from Stuart Young, the Prime Minister
or Mr Imbert. What are we to assume?
We assume that this has some truth. We
have to operate on the assumption that
may just be occurring.”
“The Government has not denied
this information thus far and one can assume there is some element of truth to
this story. The question we have to ask
as shareholders and owners of Trinidad
Petroleum Holdings Ltd, who is Quanten Inc? What qualifies this company to
operate our US$7 billion asset refinery
that belongs to the people of Trinidad
and Tobago. What is this entity’s claim
to fame that has pushed them to become
the successful bidder? No one knows.
No one knows who is Quanten Inc is,”
he said.
Mark said he has since been unsuccessful in his attempt to locate the company’s headquarters. Instead, he said he
was able to find that the company
“Quanten Inc” operated out of a “suite”
in San Jose, California.
“All I can tell you is that no one
knows about this company in any serious way. This company, based on our research, has no identifiable headquarters.
You cannot find a headquarters in any
part of the US for Quanten…This is like
a Grand Bazaar and there is a room and
Quanten operates out of a room. This is
what we have discovered,” he said.
“Let them deny it. Let them tell
Trinidad and Tobago that this is not their
office. So we want clarification from the
Government because they have not spoken yet. This purported company is
about to be given charge and responsibility to run our US$7 billion refinery,”
he said.
Mark said, according to the Cali-

The House in Texas where Quanten is allegedly headquartered

fornia State Registry, the company was
owned by two brothers who are qualified electricians and who also owned the
Quanten Electrical Contracting Inc. Two
companies carrying the same name, he
said, were also found registered in
Texas.
These two companies, Quanten
Angola Consortium LLC and Quanten
Aruba Consortium LLC were both registered by the same agent and attached
to a house in Texas. Quanten Angola
Consortium LLC, he said, was registered and incorporated on March 12,
2021, and Quanten Aruba Consortium
was registered and incorporated in July
2021.
“This company called Quanten Angola Consortium LLC was only incorporated on March 12, 2021, by its
registered agent… and his registered office address is a house... This same company is in negotiation with the
government of Angola to deal with the
Soyo refinery and it would cost them
US$3.5 billion,” he added.
“The other Quanten we discovered
related to Quanten Inc or Consortium
Inc is known as Quanten Aruba Consortium LLC. It was incorporated on July
1, 2021, the same one who incorporated
and registered the one for Angola. This
office is located at its registered address
as a house…the same house that they
registered Quanten Consortium Angola
LLC as is the same house they registered Quanten Aruba LLC,” said Mark.
Mark also claimed that the Quanten
Consortium as of Saturday had been debarred from the Texas Registry.

“The registry revealed that this
company has been debarred as of yesterday at 2.26 p.m. because they have
not filed their annual returns to the
Texas registry and, therefore, they cannot conduct any business whatsoever in
Texas. If you cut them a cheque right
now, they can’t cash it because they
have been debarred, they cannot function in Texas. They failed to file. The
language they used is ‘Forfeited’. There
were five missing reports of failure to
make payments,” he said.
Mark then called on the Government to clarify whether the consortium
was in fact the preferred bidder for the
sale of the Pointe-a-Pierre refinery.
“The question we want to ask the
Government are these entities that the
Government intends to conduct business
with to give our prized refinery to? We
need the Government to properly explain this situation since the Government should not be serious,” he said.
Asked if he had asked the question
directly to members of the Government
on the legitimacy of the bidder in question, Mark said, “Mr Stuart Young, the
Prime Minister, Mr Imbert they’re all
disrespectful individuals and they hold
contempt for the people of this country...
They have determined through their
evaluation team which bidder was successful six weeks ago. Up to this time
they have not addressed the people of
Trinidad and Tobago,” he said.
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley
on Monday knocked Mark’s “outrageous” remarks regarding Quanten
LLC.

“The Minister of Finance/Corporation Sole has responded in protection of
the public interest. It is now for you (Express) to obtain from Wade Mark the
facts surrounding his usual outrageous
undermining efforts so as to prevent
yourself and your profession from being
used as an echo chamber for ambitious
speculation and outright lies and UNC
conspiracy theories,” the Prime Minister
said via WhatsApp in response to questions from the Express.
Energy Minister Stuart Young, in
rubbishing questions that Mark raised
about Quanten LLC on Sunday, has confirmed that the American company is
engaged in the RFP process for the refinery and it is being handled by
Trinidad Petroleum Holdings Ltd
(TPHL).
In a statement, Young said various
arms of the United States government
have communicated with him with respect to Quanten LLC, indicating its
(Quanten’s) interest in the RFP process
for the refinery and there has been support for the company as being an American-based entity.
Young stated that the company is
engaged with TPHL and has to go
through the standard and required
processes in these types of matters and
there is nothing further to be said at this
stage.
Finance Minister Colm Imbert
stated that the procurement process for
the refinery has been closely monitored
by the ministry as he, too, dismissed
questions about Quanten.
On Sunday, Mark raised concerns
about Quanten LLC, saying he was unable to locate the company’s headquarters except that a company “Quanten
Inc” operated out of a “suite” in San
Jose, California.
Mark said records at the California
State Registry state that the company
was owned by two brothers who are
qualified electricians and who also
owned Quanten Electrical Contracting
Inc.
Two companies carrying the same
name, he said, were also found registered in Texas.
These two companies, Quanten
Angola Consortium LLC and Quanten
Aruba Consortium LLC, were both registered by the same agent and attached
to a house in Texas.
Mark expressed concern that
Quanten LLC was bidding for this country’s billion-dollar Pointe-a-Pierre refinery and its official address is registered
to a house.
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Maha Sabha: Gov’t wicked to malign Hindus in child abuse scandal
The Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha
(SDMS), the leading Hindu organization
in Trinidad, has rejected any insinuation
that the long-time practice of child brides
is equivalent to being put in a State-run
children’s home, says SDMS president
general Krishna Rambally.
Speaking at Indian Arrival Day celebrations at the Penal Rock (SDMS)
Hindu School Monday, Rambally
knocked Government members who he
said have erroneously stated that the
SDMS supports child marriage.
He said that is one issue but now
it’s “pure wickedness” when they want
people to believe that the SDMS somehow supports child abuse.
“When you have people deciding
for you that the traditions practised by
your forefathers in the last century, when
marriage of young persons was the
norm, and when they make you feel that
this is the same as the child abuse that’s
going on in State-run children’s homes,
it tells you that they are ignorant. Or that
they are being deceptive on purpose.
One or the other,” he said.
“Ladies and gentlemen, let it be
crystal clear, that when a child of early
teens was married in the decades and
century past, such a child was not
abused, beaten, molested, starved and
humiliated like the child victims in State
homes. Our forefathers were not pae-

dophiles. They were not abusers and molesters of children that exist in the Staterun children’s homes today,” he added.
This issue, he said, has irked the
Hindu community.
“So we in the Maha Sabha categorically reject any insinuation that the
long-time practice of child brides is
equivalent to being put in a State-run
children’s home. There is absolutely no
equivalence,” he said.
Rambally noted that a child victim
in the children’s home is not embraced
by a family, is not given a married name,
and is not confined in an institution.
“The continued insistence by certain members of the Government that
these two are equal is a blatant signal
that political mileage is being extracted
from a seriously tragic situation. I want
to advise them to stop trying to deflect
blame. Deal with those abused children
with some humanity and compassion,”
he said.
He urged that steps be taken to remove the “monsters” from the homes
and that they be brought to justice.
He said these children should be
placed in proper homes and educated.
Child abuse is now undoubtedly a
prevalent evil in our society, he said.
Rambally said the State owes a
legal, moral and social duty of care to
children in State-run homes and even

SDMS President Krishna Rambally

those who may have run away from
those State-run homes.
“We seem to have forgotten the basics, that all children have a right to be
free from harm. Our ancestors, who
came 177 years ago, laid a platform for
us and our children. We must honour
them by doing the same for all children
in our society,” he said.
“Put the unnecessary politics aside.
If you do so, the SDMS is ready, willing
and able to partner with you to help mit-

igate the extreme abuse plaguing the
children in State-run homes,” he added.
Rambally also said the SDMS does
not support children getting married.
He said there are cases of teenage
pregnancy where marriage is accepted,
adding that the SDMS supported the
marriage of persons under 18 in unique
circumstances.
“A child is defined as someone who
is under 18. So in law a 17-year-old is a
child. A 16-year-old is a child. But now
they making it sound like we were promoting marriage among ten, 11, 12 and
13-year-olds,” he said.
Rambally said it is the SDMS view
that a 16 or 17-year-old in certain limited
circumstances should be allowed to get
married, with the support of their families.
“Let me ask you bluntly. Which do
you prefer? Having a 17-year-old girl get
pregnant and have a child out of wedlock? Or have her deliver a child within
the sanctity of marriage? This was our
view. We were not for one moment suggesting that the teenager be forced into
marrying,” he said.
Rambally said, in these circumstances, a child such as this will enjoy
the honour of the father’s surname, and
benefit from the extended family which
gave consent in broad terms to such a
marriage.

Sarwan steps down as CWI selector
CRICKET WEST Indies’ (CWI)
men and youth teams' selector
Ramnaresh Sarwan has resigned from
his post for personal reasons.
CWI confirmed this on Monday.
Sarwan was appointed in January but
recently told CWI he is no longer able
to continue.
CWI director of cricket Jimmy
Adams thanked the former West Indies
and Guyana captain for his contributions during his appointment.
Adams said he was disappointed
that Sarwan was unable to continue but
he “fully understands and accepts his
reasons” and hopes “he will be able to
contribute to West Indies cricket in
some capacity in the future.”
As a result, CWI will recruit a selector as soon as possible through a
competitive process, based on established criteria.
CWI’s statement read, “The aim
will be to complete this process in the
shortest possible time so that a suitable
candidate can complete the selection

panel in carrying out its duties.
“Robert Haynes, who is current
lead selector of the men’s youth selection panel and former interim chairman
of selectors, will act as replacement
until a suitable full-time candidate is
appointed. Robert will work on the selection panel alongside men’s team
lead selector Dr Desmond Haynes and
coach Phil Simmons."
The West Indies team are currently touring the Netherlands for the
first ever One-Day International
against Netherlands, as part of the ICC
ODI Super League.
As a player, Sarwan played 81
Test matches, 181 ODIs and 18 T20 Internationals for West Indies between
2000 and 2013. He scored 5,842 runs
in Tests, including 15 centuries and
5,804 runs in ODIs, including five centuries.
He was a member of the West Indies team which won the ICC Men’s
Champions Trophy in 2004.
Ramnaresh Sarwan — quit for personal reasons
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T&T Assistant Referee selected as
World Cup 2022 Quatar ofﬁciant
TRINIDADIAN FIFA assistant referee Caleb Wales has been selected for
this year’s FIFA World Cup in Qatar.
The announcement was made by
FIFA on their website on Thursday, listing 129 match officials (36 referees, 69
assistant referees and 24 video match officials) from across the world.
Wales will become the fifth
Trinidadian (and fourth assistant referee)
to officiate at a FIFA World Cup, following Douglas James (assistant referee,
1994 in the United States), Ramesh
Ramdhan (referee, 1998 in France),
Merere Gonzales (assistant referee, 1998
in France) and Michael Ragoonath (assistant referee, 2002 in South Korea and
Japan).
He has 15 years of experience as a
national referee and nine years of experience as an assistant referee at FIFA
level. His recent major appointments
were the semi-final of the 2021 CONCACAF Gold Cup and the final of the
2021 CONCACAF Nations League.
Wales will be seen in action at the
World Cup from November 21 to December 28, 2022.

Wales said he is “honoured” to represent his nation and the Caribbean by
extension, as an assistant referee for the
2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar.
Speaking to TTFA media, Wales
expressed elation on his appointment.
“It’s indeed a privilege to be selected as part of the refereeing team for
World Cup 2022 in Qatar. I am honoured
to represent myself, my family, TT and
the Caribbean region.
“It has been a long time since
Caribbean officials and moreso someone
from our country has been selected for
the World Cup Finals. I intend to put my
best foot forward to show what we are
capable of doing.
“Generally it’s overwhelming to
even be considered. I will continue to
give my all to serve the game and to give
my best in Qatar later this year.”
Wales and the other selected match
officials will participate in early summer
in several seminars (Asunción, Madrid
and Doha), reviewing and analysing
video clips of real match situations, and
taking part in practical training sessions
with players, which will be filmed to en-

Caleb Wales: honoured to be representing the Caribbean in Quatar

able participants to receive instant feedback from the instructors.
For the first time in FIFA World
Cup history, the FIFA referees committee has also appointed three women’s
referees and three women’s assistant referees.
TTFA normalisation committee
chairman Robert Hadad offered words of
congratulations to Wales.
“We wish to congratulate Mr Wales
on his appointment as an assistant referee for the FIFA World Cup 2022 in
Qatar. This is indeed a significant accomplishment for him and for us as a
country. Caleb has worked tirelessly and
has been a dedicated servant of the game
in TT and throughout the region.
“It is my hope that this achievement
serves as encouragement and inspiration
for other referees from our fraternity to
soar to greater heights. I would like to
extend best wishes to him as he continues on his journey,” he said.
On the selection of officials for the
November 21 to December 18 quadrennial tournament, chairman of the FIFA
referees committee Pierluigi Collina

said, “As always, the criteria we have
used is ‘quality first’ and the selected
match officials represent the highest
level of refereeing worldwide.
“The 2018 World Cup was very
successful, partly because of the high
standard of refereeing, and we will do
our best to be even better in a few
months in Qatar.”
Massimo Busacca, FIFA’s director
of refereeing, ensures the match officials
will receive all the necessary support by
FIFA, as their preparation is paramount.
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