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FIX THE FLOODS: The government of Guyana is accusing the Georgetown City Council of neglecting its responsibility to effectively manage the capital
city’s drainage structures, thus resulting in instances of flooding in Georgetown.
This comes after Agriculture Minister Zulfikar Mustapha received reports that several of the key drainage structures across the Georgetown were without operators
thus resulting in them being inoperable. This, he noted, was beyond unacceptable
given the fact that Guyana is currently in the height of the mid-year rainy period.
The minister said that the authorities will continue to monitor the structures in
Georgetown and across the country as the Hydromet Department predicts more
instances of extensive rainfall over the coming weeks.

$500 - $10,000 Cash for
Scrap cars. Free tow in
2 hrs. Open Sat & Sun.
647-403-8542

11,000 JOBS: The government of Guyana has invested more than $5 billion
in the creation of some 11,000 part-time jobs in Regions Two, Three, Five, Six
and 10 as it continues to supplement incomes at the household level to cushion
the rise in the cost of living caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Some 2,000 parttime jobs have been allocated in Region Two; 2,000 in Region Three; 2,000 in
Region Five; 4,000 in Region Six and 1,000 in Region 10. Under the part-time
jobs programme, persons are placed at government offices, departments and agencies and earn $40,000 per month for 10 days of work. The government has exceeded its initial target to create 10,000 such jobs across the country, said Vice
President Bharrat Jagdeo, above.
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal
Bank for 18 years
* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team
leadership, inclusive of management
* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals
* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to
successful home ownership

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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After losing three children to a drunk
driver, grieving Dad commits suicide
Edward Lake, the father of three
children killed by drunk driver Marco
Muzzo in 2015, has died by suicide.
His children, nine-year-old Daniel
Neville-Lake, his five-year-old brother
Harrison, their two-year-old sister Milly
and the children’s 65-year-old grandfather, Gary Neville, were killed in the
September 2015 crash in Vaughan.
Muzzo was the driver, sentenced to
10 years in prison in 2016 after pleading
guilty to four counts of impaired driving
causing death and two of impaired driving causing bodily harm.
At Muzzo’s sentencing hearing,
Edward said in a statement that he had
suffered from suicidal thoughts and intense anxiety since the crash, and the
loss has affected his marriage.
Muzzo was granted full parole on
Feb. 9, 2021 despite devastating impact
statements from the Neville-Lake family.
Both Edward and the childrens’
mother Jennifer Neville-Lake had urged
the board to not grant Muzzo parole,
saying he has not truly taken responsi-

Edward Lake with his three children killed by a drunk driver

bility or shown remorse for his actions.
They had also urged the board to
require him to live in a different
province should he be granted parole.
“He scares me. The thought of him
being out on the street frightens me
greatly. I get panicked and anxious
thinking about him,” Jennifer told the

board at the time of hearing.
Part of his parole conditions required him avoid the victim’s families
and not to reside in York Region where
the crash occurred or Brampton where
the Lakes live.
On Monday night, Jennifer tweeted
out a photo of the family with a caption,

“The eyes he shared with Harry are forever closed. Daniel’s curls will never
shine in the sunlight again. I will never
see Milly’s shy smile creep across his
lips anymore. My children’s father, Edward Lake, has joined our kids so they
can play together, forever,” adding
“Mahal kita, Edward.”
Jennifer shared a post on Twitter
Sunday on Father’s Day with a photo of
the children’s gravestone with a tweet
that said, “Father’s Day 2022. This
shouldn’t be real. It can’t be.”
Jennifer also tweeted that the family is also currently engaged in an ongoing civil suit against the Muzzo family.
York Regional Police Chief Jim
MacSween shared online on Monday
evening that he was “very saddened to
learn of the tragic death of Ed Lake.”
MacSween continued to write,
“The losses to the Neville-Lake family
are heart wrenching,” and added “YRP
stands with our friend Jennifer and
members of both families. May you find
strength in the support of your community.”

MPs getting death threats after gun law
MPs are being given panic buttons to increase their personal security
in response to threats and rising concerns about harassment of Parliamentarians.
In an interview, Public Safety
Minister Marco Mendicino revealed he
has been the subject of death threats on
social media in recent weeks after presenting a bill curbing gun ownership.
Mendicino said he, police and the
Parliamentary Protective Service are
reassessing the security of MPs after a
series of threats and intimidating incidents.
That includes the verbal harassment of NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh
during an Ontario election campaign
visit last month.
A video shows that as Singh left a
campaign office, he encountered protesters who could be heard shouting
expletives at him and calling him a
"traitor."
Singh has said the experience in

Peterborough, Ont., was one of the
worst incidents of aggressive behaviour he's experienced in his political
career.
Among the measures being rolled
out to boost protection for MPs are
panic buttons, or "mobile duress
alarms." MPs can carry them around to
immediately alert the Parliamentary
Protective Service or local police for a
rapid response.
In a presentation to Liberal MPs
about new security measures, the sergeant-at-arms strongly recommended
that they keep their panic buttons with
them "at all times."
The device can be used across
Canada, including in MPs' home constituencies, the presentation said.
The sergeant-at-arms, who is in
charge of House of Commons security,
is offering training to MPs and staff on
how to de-escalate potentially violent
situations.
Parliament is also offering MPs

security assessments of their constituency offices and homes and says it
can install alarms, panic buttons, cameras and other security measures as
necessary.
Mendicino said it's part of his
mandate to "ensure that all parliamentarians have the security that they
need."
He said he's working closely with
law enforcement, the sergeant-at-arms,

the Parliamentary Protective Service
and Intergovernmental Affairs Minister
Dominic LeBlanc to "constantly" reassess "the risk to parliamentarians."
The security assessment follows a
number of threats to MPs and incidents
in the past year. At a campaign event
during the last election, a handful of
gravel was thrown at Liberal Leader
Justin Trudeau outside a political rally.
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Food woes
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Vice News follows anti-China stereotype
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Ukranian doctors ﬁnd new life in P.E.I.
Trained as physicians in their
country, a Ukrainian couple is now
building a new life on P.E.I. as resident
care workers at a long-term care home
in Charlottetown.
Olena Yevchenko, 29 and Yehor
Polusmiak, 28, were on vacation in
Africa when war broke out in Ukraine.
Polusmiak's parents moved to
P.E.I. five years ago, so the couple
made the decision to come to the Island
instead of returning to Ukraine.
"In Ukraine, we have a very good
life. We have a good job. We have family, and we have a flat. We have cars,
and everything was fine," Yevchenko
said.
"I like our life in Ukraine. But
here we have another life. It's a new
life."
The couple started looking for
work on the Island, hoping to stay in
health care, but also knowing that they
would not be able to work as doctors.
"We need to confirm our diplomas. It's a long-term and expensive
process, so we need some time to confirm our credentials and our diplomas,
to take some exams, then some studying," Polusmiak said.
"We decided to try ourselves in, of
course, health care. And there were options in long-term care. So we chose
long-term care."
Polusmiak is trained as an oph-

Olena Yevchenko, left, and Yehor Polusmiak are working as resident care workers

thalmologist, Yevchenko an emergency
physician, which in Ukraine is very different from North America.
“In Ukraine, emergency physician
work in ambulance, and we save people
in other places, in the home, in the
street, in the car," Yevchenko said.
"It's an adventure. I love my
work."
Yevchenko said the work she is
doing now at the long-term care home
is very different.

"But it's health care. We help people, we help residents, and the residents
at Whisperwood Villa are very funny,
very cute," Yevchenko said.
"We like them, and they like us.
It's cool."
The director of care at Whisperwood Villa said the feeling is mutual.
"It's been phenomenal. The two of
them come with a wealth of knowledge," said Samantha Thorpe.
"They're hard workers, they want

to work. They've got such a passion for
health care and we're so glad that we're
able to have them here."
The move to P.E.I. has been particularly hard on Yevchenko, as her parents and brothers are still in Ukraine.
She talks to them on video call
several times a day.
"They are happy for me because I
am safe. But they worry because it's
new life for me," Yevchenko said.
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Massive H-Towers Mall to be
constructed at Providence
HUNDREDS of jobs are expected
to be created with the construction of
the H-Towers Mall at Providence, East
Bank Demerara.
The developers of the H-Towers
Hotel, Residence, and Mall, in a press
release, said that the new mall will have
activities for the entire family with
world-renowned restaurants, an entertainment centre, and shopping experiences for both locals and foreigners.
The developers noted that the mall
is expected to open in 2025 and will be
located below the Sheraton Hotel and
Residence. The facility will have two
retail space levels equivalent to some
63,340 square feet.
Construction of the mall and shopping centre will lead to the creation of
new jobs, with more than 200 persons
expected to be employed when the facility is fully operational.
Against this backdrop, concessions
at the H-Towers Mall will include a
food court, clothing stores, jewellery
stores, banking agencies, home furnishing, supermarkets, and an entertainment
hub that consists of “posh bars” and
restaurants.
Executive Director of H-Towers,

An artist’s impression of the H-Towers Mall’s interior

Kerwin Bollers, was quoted in the statement as saying: “The mall forms part of
a mixed-use unique experience for hotel

guests, residents, and shoppers.”
The developer said that the HTowers Mall will be eventually posi-

tioned to become the go-to place for all
shopping and entertainment needs.

NYC court frees Guyana-born murder accused
By Vishnu Bisram
GUYANA-BORN Prakash Churaman was on June 9, 2022, freed of a
murder charge by a New York City
(NYC) court after the District Attorney
decided to drop the case against him.
Churaman, whose case was covered by several publications in NY and
San Francisco, spent about six years
behind bars for the 2014 murder before
he was put under house arrest.
A movement which was formed to
fight for his freedom included two
NYC councilmen and several activists.
The NY Post and other publications
carried photos and reports of the activities that were held calling for him to be
freed.
In 2014, Churaman, a then 15year-old immigrant from Guyana living
in Rosedale, Queens, was arrested and
charged with the murder of 21-year-old
Taquane Clark, an American, during a
botched home invasion in South Jamaica.
Although he was a minor at the
time, he was charged and tried as an
adult.
In 2018, Churaman was convicted
on the basis of testimony from an “earwitness” and was sentenced to nine
years to life. His lawyer appealed.
The Appellate Division in June

Prakash Churaman (2nd from right) with his family: was a minor when he was charged

2020, overturned the conviction and
sentence and ordered a retrial.
Just weeks before the scheduled
start of the retrial, the DA announced
the decision to dismiss the case against
him.

“The truth will always prevail no
matter what adversity life brings,”
Churaman told reporters after he was
freed. He later disclosed his intention
to file a $25 million lawsuit against the
city. He said that for now he is enjoy-

ing his freedom after being away from
his family for such a lengthy period of
time.
During his trial, Churaman was
offered a plea deal but he rejected it,
claiming that he was innocent.
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Guyana removes Covid testing
requirement for visitors
THE Guyana Ministry of Health,
on Friday, announced the removal of
COVID-19 testing requirements for international travellers.
In a post on its Facebook page, the
ministry announced that the relaxation of
this measure took effect from Friday.
This decision comes just days after
the United States announced the removal
of similar measures for international
travellers.
Speaking on the sidelines of an
event at the Ministry of Health, on Friday, Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony, said that local health authorities
have been monitoring the country’s
COVID-19 situation and this decision is
an outcome of that process.

Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony

When asked what the determining

factor was, the Health Minister said au-

thorities decided on removing the testing
requirement after examining where the
country is in relation to the rate of vaccination and the current capacity to treat
and deal with COVID-19 cases here.
“So, having looked at where we are
in terms of vaccination, we felt very
comfortable that we can now remove the
requirement for antigen or PCR testing.
However, for travellers into Guyana, we
will still maintain that they have to produce their vaccination cards before they
are allowed to board,” Dr. Anthony said.
With that, the Health Minister said
it was observed that Guyana’s vaccination numbers are high, with first doses at
86 per cent and second doses just around
68 per cent.
He then said that while they would
like the numbers to be higher, the country is still in a good position to remove
such measures.
Similarly, the Health Minister said
that after looking at data as it relates to
treatment, he noted that even if the country is to get more positive cases, health
facilities have adequate capacity to treat
those patients.
He said: “Even if we have people
who are positive, we have enough capacity to be able to treat people whether
they are in hospital [or not] because the
Ocean View facility, we have 198 beds
there so if people get sick, we can deal
with any surge.”
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Canadian-based Guyanese to
introduce her products in Guyana
AS Guyanese across the diaspora
continue to see the major investment opportunities available “at home”, another
child of the soil has made the transition
to bring her Canadian-based health and
beauty business closer to home through
a partnership with two Guyanese investors.
The range of products from ‘Opulence Global’ is expected to hit the market on July 15, 2022, at the Together We
Win Business Network (TWWBN) first
annual Small Business Conference and
Exhibition.
During an interview, franchise
holder, Sheriza Mohamed, stated that
she is “extremely proud” to have the
business launched in partnership with
the Guyanese duo. Mohamed is partnering with the father and daughter duo,
Gavin Green-Marshall and Kadifa Marshall.
According to Mohamed, since
owning the franchise some 17 years ago,
she had always dreamed of having the
line distributed not just in Canada where
she now resides but also in Guyana. She
noted that upon hearing the offer from
the duo to partner with her for the distribution of the product on a large scale
locally, she leaped at the opportunity to
have the partnership formed.
“This partnership is something that
I have thought about for many years
since becoming a franchise holder because I believe that the product would

Opulence Global Franchise holder, Sheriza Mohamed

have a big impact on the local beauty
and health scene. I believe that bringing
this product here and partnering with
Guyanese distributors would create
many opportunities for locals,” Mohamed said.
The company manufactures a line
of all-natural, cutting-edge health, personal care, dental care, home care, and
beauty products.
According to Mohammed, one of
the company’s well-known health prod-

ucts is the ‘Fountain of Life’ which is a
ground-breaking, patent-protected natural health product, developed to protect
and preserve health.
In beauty, the company’s “professional grade” FERI Flawless anti-aging
skincare lineup raises the bar in the spagrade skincare market. It has over one
hundred patents backing its premiumgrade, raw materials. It is a “professional grade” regimen for home,
designed to help people, of all genders,

ages and skin type, look and feel
younger.
Mohamed noted that the range of
products is currently being distributed in
over 200 countries across the world, and
even has several celebrity clients who
consistently purchase and utilise the
products for their many benefits.
The entrepreneur said that she and
her partners will be focused on getting
persons familiar with the range of products

Grow your
business
The Opulence products

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO
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Guyanese parents, son killed in
deadly ﬁre in Richmond Hill, NY
TWO elderly Guyanese nationals
and their son were found dead following
a fire in Richmond Hill, New York, on
Friday afternoon.
Dead are Nanda Persaud, 60; Sally
Persaud, 53, and Devon Persaud, 23.
They initially resided at Cane
Grove, East Coast Demerara before migrating to the United States.
The fire started at around 14:00hrs
at 104-18 125th Street, just at the corner
from the famous Liberty Avenue, the
shopping district of Little Guyana. Their
bodies were found in the basement after
the inferno was put out.
The 125th Street block houses
dozens of homes belonging to Guyanese
and Trinidadians. The fire department
reported that as many as six houses were
affected by the blaze; four were burnt to
the ground.
Residents say a male is missing
and it is suspected that his remains are
buried in the rubble; another person was
taken to the hospital.
Pandit Santram Dukhbhanjan’s
house was damaged while his son’s was
burnt to the ground. Pandit Dukhbhanjan is originally from Unity Village in
Guyana.
More than 200 firefighters battled
the raging blaze. Eyewitnesses and first
responders said the heat and wind made

Dead are Nanda Persaud, 60; Sally Persaud, 53, and Devon Persaud, 23

it very difficult to get the fire under control.
Five firefighters suffered minor in-

juries.
The American Red Cross said it
provided emergency assistance to nine

families, including 29 adults and 13
children following the fire.

Guyana could earn $100M from cooking gas
GUYANA could generate between $70 – $100 million from the sale
of cooking gas and it is among the
many benefits that will be derived
from the Wales gas-to-shore project,
Vice-President, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo said
during a recent press conference.
He told reporters that savings on
fuel imports, reduction in energy costs,
and savings from the manufacturing
sector are some of the biggest benefits
expected to come out of the gas-toshore project, but he highlighted that
there is room for the country to also
gain with the sale of cooking gas.
“If you look at the cooking gas,
we will get, from drying the gas, and
creating lean gas, we will be able to
sell back and get the money. We anticipated probably maybe $70 million to
$100 million a year from selling gas at
current prices, and that will come to
the government,” the Vice-President
explained.
The Wales gas-to-shore project,
which will see gas being piped onshore, is considered one of the major
ways in which the government is seeking to gain more benefits for Guyana
from the oil-and gas-sector.
Once operational, the heavily

Cooking gas will be derived from Wales gas-to-shore project

touted project is expected to have a duration of approximately 25 years, according to ExxonMobil’s subsidiary,
Esso Exploration and Production
Guyana Limited (EEPGL). However,
the benefits expected during its existence is expected to largely outweigh
the expected imputed costs for the
project.
“This project is going to be a

great project for the country, it would
help us to stabilize power, supply more
power, supply cooking gas to the country, and create the basis for the industrialization of that whole West Coast
because remember the additional gas
coming in will be used for other types
of factories and that is why we believe
it is a great project for the country,” Dr
Jagdeo reasoned.

The project will also see the establishment of a pipeline to transport
the gas to shore, and a power plant and
Natural Gas Liquids (NGL) facility at
Wales on the West Bank of Demerara.
The pipeline for the project will
be funded through ExxonMobil, as a
costing under the oil-and-gas operations, while the government will have
a 20-year arrangement to pay back for
the power and natural gas liquid
(NGL) facility. The gas being piped to
the facility will be provided free.
With the costing only being applicable to the infrastructure being established and the gas being provided for
free, it also increases the benefits being
derived from the facility.
“Since the gas is for free, you’re
paying for the pipeline that is the fuel
cost basically,” the Vice-President said.
“So, in 20 years, we can fix the
price of electricity without any escalation. So, that is on the pipeline side.
Then on the NGL side the same principle [applies] if they fund the NGL facility. Right now, we have the option
of owning both the power plant and the
NGL facility, which we are more likely
to pursue.”
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IBD plus $83M into Guyana’s
renewable energy campaign
GUYANA’S aggressive campaign
to have a diversified energy matrix
which employs primarily renewable energy resources, has received new impetus with the Inter-American
Development Bank’s (IDB) approval of
US$83.3 million in non-reimbursable
investment financing for the Guyana
Utility Scale Solar Photovoltaic Programme (GUYSOL).
Utilising funds from the Norwegian Agency for Development Co-operation, the IDB will contribute directly
to eight utility-scale, photovoltaic solar
projects totalling 33 megawatts-peak
(MWp) with associated 32 megawattshour (MWh) energy storage systems
distributed across three areas in
Guyana.
Specifically, there will be 10MWp
in the Berbice area, eight MWp in the
Essequibo system with a minimum of
12MWh battery storage and a 15MWp
plant connected to the Linden system,
with a minimum of 22MWh battery
storage.
The eight projects, according to
the IDB, will contribute to avoiding
CO2 emissions, lowering electricity
cost generation, and supporting a substantial transition to generation based
on renewable energy sources.
The programme will also support
a step-change with respect to digitalisation of the Essequibo and Linden electrical systems, moving them from
manual systems towards real-time, automated monitoring and control, improving efficiency, reliability, and
stability.
“Alongside of these investments
in infrastructure, the GUYSOL Programme will encourage diversity and
inclusion in the maintenance and management of renewable infrastructure,
developing local skills and apprenticeships with a focus on opportunities for
women,” the IDB said.
By 2025, in line with Guyana’s
Low Carbon Development Strategy
(LCDS), more than 265,000 customers
within the Demerara-Berbice Interconnected System, and Linden and Essequibo systems will benefit from
reinforced reliability of electricity supply, and modernisation of systems.
The Guyana Power and Light Inc.
(GPL) and the Linden Electricity Company Inc. (LECI) will also benefit from
the use of solar photovoltaic technology that will displace significant
amounts of fossil fuels and reduce generation costs.
“This operation is in line with Vision 2025 – Reinvesting in the Ameri-

it
is

Guyana’s renewable energy plans include solar power as well as hydro power

cas: A Decade of Opportunities, created
by the IDB to achieve recovery and inclusive growth in Latin America and
the Caribbean, in the areas of digital
economy, gender and inclusion, and
climate change,” the IDB said.
The IDB has been supporting the
Government of Guyana to develop the
energy sector through financing of several renewable energy activities.
Building on this, the country will
now make a transformational leap towards decarbonisation by expediting
climate-resilient renewable energy in
the electricity generation matrix.
It was reported that Guyana,
driven by an energy mix of solar, wind,
hydro and natural gas, could soon become a major player in the energy market, and ultimately the energy capital of
the Region.
According to the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), access to modern energy services is fun-

damental to fulfilling basic social
needs, driving economic growth and
fuelling human development. This is
because energy services have an effect
on productivity, health, education, safe
water and communication services.
For developing nations such as
Guyana, the need for reliable and affordable energy is more fundamental.
The general understanding is that reliable energy, in these countries, supports
expanded industry, modern agriculture,
increased trade and improved transportation.
In Guyana’s context, “energy security,” as said by President Ali during
his inaugural address to the 12th Parliament, will be driven by an energy mix
that will see solar, wind, hydro and natural gas being utilised to make this nation the energy capital of the Region.
The integration of those energy
sources will provide Guyana with 400
megawatts of newly installed power. As

now, the national grid is providing 120
megawatts of electricity, an amount
which is equal to the consumer demand
of 117-120 megawatts of power.
Based on what the President had
outlined, the potential “world-class”
energy mix will not just increase
Guyana’s energy capacity, but will also
significantly reduce the cost of electricity for households and businesses.
The overarching aim of the new
People’s Progressive Party/Civic
(PPP/C) government is to reduce the
overall cost of energy by 50 per cent
through this energy mix. Local capacity
aside, President Ali is confident that the
government’s plan will make Guyana’s
energy costs globally competitive.
Essentially, the country could become a net energy exporter. A net exporter is a country or territory whose
value of exported goods is higher than
its value of imported goods over a
given period of time.
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Be mindful of refugees, UNHCR urges
WITH Guyana becoming a host
country to thousands of refugees and migrants who have fled the economic crisis
and growing political discontent in
Venezuela, Cecilie Becker, Head of the
National Office of the United Nations
High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR) in Guyana, is appealing to
Guyanese to give them the support they
need to get on their feet.
In an interview with this newspaper
on Sunday, Becker explained that
refugees and migrants face many hardships, from the time they flee their
homes to when they arrive in a host
country.
“Refugees, if they have the opportunity, they would stay in their home
country. They are not here voluntarily;
they are here because they have been
compelled to leave behind their loved
ones; leave behind their personal belongings,” she said.
She added, “The host countries who
are receiving the refugees when they are
coming in, the more understanding they
get of the reason why some people are
forced to flee, whether it be prosecution
or due to internal conflict, it helps bring
up tolerance, understanding and broader
humanitarian perspective, because, not
everyone understands why these people
are coming into their country.”
Becker noted that the lack of
knowledge bout who are refugees and
some of their challenges makes it even
more difficult for them to adjust. While
noting that the information is accessible,
she said that the host population must become aware and be open-minded and in-

Cecilie Becker, Head of the UNHCR Office in Guyana

clusive of the humanitarian situation.
“Overall, what we would like from
the host population is for them to be
open-minded; be inclusive, and have
refugees included in their day-to-day activities,” she said, adding: “If you go to
school with somebody who is here because of a situation in their home country, give them a hand. Introduce them;
take them to show your friends and include them.”
She noted that providing assistance
to refugees is not just the work of the or-

ganisation or the government, hence,
support is needed from all, and everyone
can help in one way or another.
“We (the UNHCR) are here to support the government in providing the
support to the people who are coming
into Guyana. I think that having everyone understand just a little bit of what it
entails to be a refugee, whether you are
child, whether you are a youth, whether
you are an adult, it will help to give the
refugee who come into the country an
easier day. They are already facing a lot

of barriers in terms of languages,” the
UNHCR official emphasised.
According to the UNHCR,
Guyana’s immigration officials in Region One (Barima-Waini) have registered and documented over 200
Venezuelan refugees and migrants, and
issued government registration certificates to them.
This certificate incorporates a legalstay permit, which is issued and renewed
by the Government of Guyana. This permit allows those individuals the chance
to not just legally stay in Guyana, but
also to work, earn and educate themselves.
Meanwhile, in a bid to educate the
Guyanese populace on the life of
refugees, and to shed some light on the
UNHCR’s work in Guyana, the organization on Sunday hosted an interactive
exhibition in observance of World
Refugee Day, which is celebrated globally on June 20 each year.
The exhibition, which was held at
the YMCA on Thomas Lands, provided
extensive information about the organisation’s work in Guyana and other parts
of the world. Those who visited also had
an opportunity to learn about the
refugees, and some of the challenges
they face.
“We have six stations; it walks you
through the stage of a refugee, from the
time the person flees their country, to
crossing the border and coming into a
new country and facing different challenges, and to finding solutions. So, this
is what the exhibition is about,” Becker
said.
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Ferry ‘ﬁt for purpose,’ will be
‘life-changing’ for residents
Guyana Minister of Public Works,
Juan Edghill, has noted that the Indianbuilt MV Ma Lisha vessel, which is expected to ply the Georgetown to North
West District route is “fit for purpose” as
it was designed with specifications that
would greatly aid in cutting down the
transit time by half.
The Public Works Minister during
a media briefing on Monday noted that
the vessel which is just about 70 per cent
complete is also being built with specifications that are best suited for the specific type of terrain that it would have to
travel through regularly.
He noted that government sees the
investment as necessary and life-changing for the people of the North West District.
“This boat is designed to leave
Georgetown, get out into the Atlantic and
it must get into the North West region at
Morawhanna, Kumaka, and Port Kaituma. So, it has to be built with specifications to deal with conditions in those
areas,” he stated.
Minister Edghill added that while
there were concerns about the appearance of the vessel during its launch in
Kolkata, India, recently, it still has to undergo several changes, upgrades, and inclusions before it is ready to depart for
Guyana.
He said that it is on schedule for an
October 2022 completion date, after
which the massive vessel would make
the approximately 60-day journey.
The Public Works Minister noted
that upon completion, the vessel would
be able to transport 294 persons inclusive of 18 crew members; 14 Sedan-type
vehicles, and two trucks simultaneously.
This, he highlighted, represented a massive change from the current vessels that
operate in the transit route, which has the
capacity to carry just two vehicles.
He also noted that the boat will
have the capacity to also carry 10, 10 by
10 containers.
The Public Works Minister stated
that this new vessel is set to have a major
impact on the business community in
Region One, as it will allow for not just
faster transport time of their products
and produce, but will also see a significant reduction in transport costs.
He said that as part of the government’s plans to retrofit the vessel to the
needs of the people of the region, a cold
room will also be added to it.
This cold room, according to
Edghill, could be used by all produce
transporters to keep their produce fresh
for the duration of the trip. He noted that

The recently launched MV Ma Lisha: finishing touches being put on the new ferry at the shipbuilding yard in India

these added benefits could boost agricultural production within the region.
“With a vessel that is able to bring
out at a faster rate product, people will
go back to farming; people don’t want to
plant their plantains and pumpkins and
its rotting on a wharf because there is no
boat to bring it. We can go back into the
planting of the ginger and all those
things we used to see… and of course,
this fits directly into President Ali’s plan
as the leading light in terms of agriculture in CARICOM by reducing our im-

port bill,” he added.
Minister Edghill said that the government has put systems in place to ensure the proper use of the vessel. He
disclosed that government plans to send
two 10-person teams to India in a matter
of months to help prepare them for the
proper use of the vessel, as well as
proper maintenance practices.
These persons include the captains
and the mechanical and engineering
teams that will be responsible for the upkeep of the multimillion-dollar invest-

ment.
The minister also disclosed that the
four stellings to which the boat will provide transport, will undergo facelifts to
ensure that they can facilitate the “rollon, roll-off” system that will be used.
He reminded that while the boat
will utilise this system, the option for
side-boarding will also be available to
ensure that there will be no difficulty getting vehicles on or off the vessel at any
time.

Season 14 of Restaurant Week launched
SEASON 14 of one of the most exciting times in the
culinary world, Guyana Restaurant Week (GRW), was on
Monday launched under the theme, “Eat, Explore, Repeat,” and so far, 25 local restaurants have signed up to
participate.
From June 24 to July 03, 2022, “foodies” will have
the chance to indulge in the masterpieces created by chefs
across the country as the massive event returns in full.
During the 10-day exercise, participating restaurants
will offer special menus paired with wines, which is perfect for pulling in new customers while keeping the regulars coming back for more.
The participating restaurants include: Aagman Indian
Restaurant, Bistro Cafe Bar, Cafe Bellvana, Heliconia
Restaurant and Lounge, Java Coffee Bar Bistro, Jaxx International Grill, Kiesha’s Crab Shack, Mango Walk
Restaurant and Lounge, Marriott Hotel, New Thriving

Restaurant, OMG! and RS53 RestoBar Lounge.
Director (ag) of the Guyana Tourism Authority
(GTA), Kamrul Baksh, at the launch which took place at
the Heliconia Restaurant and Lounge, noted that this season is expected to continue building on the success of the
previous seasons. He noted that the menu prepared by the
participating restaurants will surely achieve their goals of
satisfying their current customers, while inviting new customers to become avid supporters of their restaurants.
According to Baksh, this season will see the key
focus being placed on local produce. He noted that in
keeping with CARICOM’s agenda, led by President Ali, to
reduce the region’s food-import bill by 25 per cent by
2025, participating restaurants were challenged to incorporate more locally grown foods into their GRW season 14
menus.
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Amitabh Bachchan and Shah Rukh Khan: may co-star in Don 3, say reports

Bollywood abuzz over word
of Amitabh, SRK new ﬁlm
It has been reported Amitabh Bachchan and
Shah Rukh Khan could be coming together for Don
3. The rumour started just after the legendary actor
recently tweeted a photograph of a crowd outside
a theatre after his film Don, which had been released in 1978.
Earlier today, there were reports that a script
for Don 3 was in the offing. Well, we have confirmation that producers Excel Entertainment are indeed planning a sequel to Don and Don 2. Don 3
has a fair chance of being the film that reunites senior Don, Mr Bachchan and his successor SRK. Certain birdies also told us that Ranveer Singh was also
on the list of the makers of the film but it is SRK
and Big B who will be the ideal casting for the film.
There were reports in 2019 that SRK wanted

to opt out of Don 3 then as he was keen on being
part of the Rakesh Sharma biopic. But since that
space adventure, has of yet, failed to take off, all
eyes are now back on Don 3.
In the original film, a powerful gangster
named Don (Amitabh Bachchan) flees the cops and
is killed during a showdown with Officer D'Silva
(Iftekhar).
Hoping to crack down on the remainder of
Don's gang, D'Silva convinces a man named Vijay
(also Bachchan), who is the spitting image of Don,
to assume Don's identity and go undercover to bust
Don's gang. But then D'Silva gets killed, and everyone from the gangsters to the cops think Vijay is
Don.
No word on when the new film will start.
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Lawyers: Mother, step-dad wrongly
tried for Neesa Gopaul’s murder
THE Caribbean Court of Justice
(CCJ), on Tuesday, heard that Bibi Shareema Gopaul and her ex-lover, Jarvis
‘Barry’ Small, should not have been
tried together for the 2010 murder of
16-year-old Neesa Gopaul.
The pair moved to the Trinidadbased court to challenge their conviction and 45-year sentence for the brutal
murder of the teen.
The matter is being heard by the
President of the CCJ, Justice Adrian
Saunders, along with Justice Jacob Wit,
Justice Maureen Rajnauth-Lee, Justice
Denys Barrow, and Justice Peter Jamadar.
During Tuesday’s hearing, Small’s
attorney, Nigel Hughes, and Bibi’s attorney, Arud Gossai argued that the decision of trial judge, Navindra Singh,
and the manner in which the case was
considered on review by the Court of
Appeal, were deeply flawed.
Both attorneys submitted that the

DeNobrega was Bibi’s former

When questioned by the CCJ pres-

The murdered teen was Bibi’s elder

reduced sentence that was imposed by

cellmate and she had testified during

ident as to whether Bibi’s conviction

the Court of Appeal was severe and not

the trial that the woman confided in her

could have been possible without the

within the guidelines of modern sen-

that it was Small who killed Neesa.

evidence of DeNobrega, the DPP re-

the Court of Appeal challenging their

sponded in the affirmative before ex-

conviction and sentence and, in Sep-

mony of DeNobrega was strong, pow-

plaining that this was so, because there

tember 2021, the court reduced their re-

ment should have been severed, allow-

erful, and implicated the second name

was circumstantial evidence against the

spective sentences to 45 years; the

ing for two separate trials to be

accused (Bibi), in no uncertain terms.

accused.

conviction was however upheld.

conducted. However, since that was not

It’s also evident that the testimony of

done, the evidence led by the prosecu-

DeNobrega could not have been used

not to interfere with the sentence im-

Bibi were in a relationship, and, at one

tor against Bibi was prejudicial to

against the number one accused

posed by the Court of Appeal given the

time, Small had even lived with the

Small.

(Small),” Hughes said.

nature of the case.

woman and her daughters at Leonora,

tencing principles.
According to Hughes, the indict-

The attorney also said that the

“There is no doubt that the testi-

Meanwhile, Gossai said that the

She pleaded with the CCJ judges

“Your honours, I just ask that

daughter.
The pair subsequently approached

Prior to the murder, Small and

West Coast Demerara.

only evidence led during the trial

trial judge failed to inform the jury that

whatever decision the court makes that

against his client was a pair of dumb-

DeNobrega was not a reliable witness

it communicates society’s condemna-

merged in a suitcase in the Madewini

bells that was found at the crime scene

since she was convicted for fraud-re-

tion of the gruesome murder of this

Creek in the vicinity of the Emerald

by the police, which they assumed be-

lated crimes, which were of a “dishon-

child, by someone no less than her own

Towers Resort on October 2, 2010,

longed to Small.

est nature.”

mother and the lover of her mother,”

around 14:00hrs, and at the time was

the DPP said.

believed to be headless.

Additionally, he argued that there

This, he said, was “fundamentally

Neesa’s body was found sub-

was no nexus between the dumbbells

flawed” since the trial judge made an

and Neesa’s death, nor was there any

error by not warning the jury as to how

commented on the lack of forensic evi-

the body was not headless but was, in-

direct or circumstantial evidence link-

they needed to assess the evidence of

dence presented during the trial.

stead, clobbered beyond recognition.

ing his client to the crime.

DeNobrega.

Against that background, the attor-

The Director of Public Prosecu-

Meanwhile, the CCJ president

“It’s unfortunate that there was not

A post-mortem later revealed that

Dumbbells similar to those found

any serious forensic evidence, in this

in a gym owned by Small were found

ney argued that his client should not

tions (DPP), Shalimar Ali-Hack, during

case, to help to provide proof of who

tied to the suitcase in which the body

have been committed to stand trial at

her submission addressed the pair of

committed this murder… that is very

was found.

the High Court, given the insufficient

dumbbells, which allegedly belonged

unfortunate,” he said.

evidence which was presented during

to Small.

the preliminary inquiry at the Magistrates’ Court.
He also contended that the evi-

The DPP stated that a witness had
testified to seeing Small with the
dumbbells at Bibi’s home. Among

It was at this point that the CCJ

In addition to the body, a passport
bearing the name Neesa Lalita Gopaul

decided to reserve its judgment in the

was also found. The teenager was re-

appeal.

ported missing just days before the

In 2015, a jury found the accused

gruesome discovery was made.

dence of the main witness, Simone De-

other things, the DPP said that there

guilty of murdering the child. They

Nobrega, during the trial was highly

was no miscarriage of justice in the

were later sentenced by Justice Singh

body, Bibi and Small were arrested and

prejudicial to his client.

case.

to 106 years and 96 years, respectively.

were later charged for the crime.

Subsequent to the discovery of the
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Chinese Envoy: news channel came
to smear China-Guyana relations
CHINA’S Ambassador to Guyana,
Guo Haiyan, on Monday dismissed a
documentary by US media house VICE
News as malicious, with the intent to
smear Guyana-China relations and reiterated that all business transactions done
by Chinese companies in Guyana are
above board.
Ambassador Haiyan shared her
comments on the controversial documentary during a ceremony at the Chinese Embassy in Georgetown on
Monday.
VICE News had touted the documentary as an exposé on corrupt practices by Chinese companies in Guyana,
but the publication failed miserably to
show any proof of corrupt practices. Instead, it was laced with unsubstantiated
claims made by anonymous persons,
which VICE news claimed are Chinese
businesspersons in Guyana.
“I didn’t see any corrupt practices,”
said Ambassador Haiyan as she responded to questions from reporters.
“Yesterday [Sunday] we saw the
video come out. This so-called journalist, undercover journalist, that [sic] came

with a predetermined agenda. The purpose is clear. One of their purpose [sic]
was to smear the Chinese companies
here and attack the China-Guyana cooperation. Yesterday we saw the video and
it’s quite clear that it was edited with a
malicious purpose,” Ambassador Haiyan
said.
According to the ambassador, all
Chinese companies in Guyana understand the need to be above board in their
interactions, so as to maintain the continued good relations between Guyana
and China.
“The Chinese Government and Embassy is [sic] always requiring, and we
believe, that Chinese companies here in
Guyana they’re doing business following the local laws, international practices
and market rules. And they participated
in the projects through open and fair
competition,” Ambassador Haiyan affirmed.
She added: “Since they came to
Guyana, they need to abide by the local
laws. If there’s any violations then the
Guyanese Government will take action.”
The documentary entitled “Guyana

Ambassador Guo Haiyan

For Sale” by VICE News journalist, Isobel Yeung, includes an interview with
Vice-President, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo earlier this year, where she questioned him
about collecting bribes.

However, the piece which was
aired, failed to provide any evidence
linking Dr Jagdeo to collecting bribes.
Prior to its release, the Vice-President had posted the entire sit-down interview he gave to the VICE News team.
During the interview, he said he would
meet with persons who are interested in
investing in Guyana, but has never been
offered a bribe or accepted any.
In the VICE News piece released
on Sunday, Dr Jagdeo can be heard saying: “No, no, no! I’m not getting involved with business! My thing is that
I’m in government, so I assist from the
government side.”
In the piece, after a sit-down with
the Vice-President, Chinese businessman Su Zhi Rhong was purportedly
heard making the claim to an undercover
member of the VICE News team that he
accepts bribes for the Vice-President.
Following the release of the VICE
News documentary, Dr Jagdeo, on Sunday, told several sections of the media
that he will be taking legal action again
Su, who is his tenant, for the slanderous
claims he [Su] has made against him.

CRIME & COURTS

Man gets 18 years in jail for rape of girl, 15
Guyana High Court Judge, Priya
Sewnarine-Beharry, on Tuesday, sentenced Aduke Josiah to 18 years behind
bars for the 2018 rape of a 15-year-old
girl.
The Plum Park, Sophia resident,
was last month found guilty by a 12member jury at the Demerara Sexual
Offences Court.
Josiah had denied engaging in sexual activity with the teen on August 18,
2018.
Justice Sewnarine-Beharry during
her sentencing remarks on Tuesday, underscored the physical and psychological trauma the victim has had to face,
and continued to face.
Among other things, the judge
said that Josiah lacked genuine remorse
and had maintained his innocence.
The judge, after taking into consideration the nature and prevalence of
the offence, sentenced Josiah to 18
years.
According to reports, Josiah is
known to the child’s family. It was alleged that he would often visit the vic-

The child subsequently confided
in her relatives, and the matter was reported to the police. Josiah was later arrested and charged.
The victim, in her impact statement to the court, said that for the first
time since the incident, she felt relaxed
after testifying in court against her
rapist.
“I feel satisfied that Aduke Josiah
was found guilty because he took
something from me that was not for
him. He made me live with that memory repeating over and over in my head
every day of my life,” she said in her
statement.

Princess in more
trouble with law

Jailed: Aduke Josiah

tim’s home.
On the day in question, he visited
the teen’s home while she was alone
and raped her.

DAYS after she was found guilty
of attempting to extort money from her
ex-boyfriend, Princess Williams, was,
on Wednesday, charged for escaping
from police custody.
At the time of the alleged escape,
the 20-year-old Providence, East Bank
Demerara resident was on remand

pending sentencing.
She appeared before Principal
Magistrate Sherdel Isaacs-Marcus at
the Georgetown Magistrates’ Court and
pleaded not guilty to the charge.
Williams was further remanded to
prison and the case will be heard again
on June 1, 2022.
According to reports, on May 7,
Williams while in custody at the East
La Penitence Police Station complained
of feeling unwell and was subsequently
taken to the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC).
After
receiving
treatment,
Williams asked to use the washroom
and was permitted.
It is alleged that she escaped, but
was later arrested by police after she
was seen walking along Thomas and
Lamaha Streets, with a cloth wrapped
around her hands, hiding the handcuff.
One day earlier, she was found
guilty by Magistrate Rhondel Weever
of threatening to accuse her exboyfriend of attempted rape, in a bid to
extort $10 million from him.
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Unions to take motion of No Conﬁdence in TT gov’t to President
The Trinidad and Tobago labour
movement has moved a resolution of no
confidence in the PNM government,
which will be taken to President’s
House, St Ann’s, on June 24.
National Trade Union Centre
(NATUC) general secretary Michael Annisette announced the resolution on Sunday as he wound up his address at a
Labour Day rally in Tobago.
The rally, which attracted hundreds
of workers from various trade unions,
culminated a two-hour march from the
Gulf City Mall, Lowlands, to the Scarborough Esplanade.
During the march, Anisette,
NATUC president James Lambert and
other labour leaders rejected Chief Personnel Officer Dr Daryl Dindial’s latest
four per cent proposal to public sector
workers over a six-year period, 20142019, demanding that workers be given
a living wage to cope with the high cost
of food and other goods and services.
The CPO’s latest offer was made
during meetings with representatives of
the Public Services Association, Police
Social and Welfare Association and Fire
Services Association, last week.
He had previously proposed a two
per cent wage increase for the period
2014-2021, which the labour movement
had described as “insulting.”
The Prime Minister, who is in Los
Angeles, California, undergoing a medical check-up, referred to the four per
cent officer in his Labour Day address,
saying it would cost the government
$2.5 billion in back pay alone up to June
2022 and a further $500 million annually just for the civil service, teaching
service, defence force, protective serv-

Workers hold up placards in Labour Day protest on Monday

ices and daily-rated workers.
On Sunday, Annisette said the government had failed in its responsibility
to address the needs of the country’s
working class and as such, was not fit to
continue to represent their interests.
The resolution, as read by him,
stated that the government has shown “a
complete disregard for the pain and suffering of ordinary working people.”
It added the government has “overseen and consented to the retrenchment
of many thousands of workers; whilst
deceitfully claiming to restructure is
moving swiftly to privatise state enter-

prises having already sent home many
thousands of workers from Petrotrin,
TDC (Tourism Development Corporation), Caroni Greens, TSTT (Telecommunications Services of Trinidad &
Tobago) , UTT (University of Trinidad
& Tobago) and many others.”
The resolution stated the government also has plans to send home workers from WASA, T&TEC, NP, BIR,
MTS, PTSC, SWMCOL, Lake Asphalt,
Port of Port of Spain and others.
The resolution claimed the government “did absolutely nothing when Arcellor Mittal and many more private

companies sent home thousands of
workers.”It said the trade union movement is “withdrawing our consent to the
type of governance which has resulted
in a national crisis creating great inequality and hardship for workers across
the country."
The resolution added the trade
union movement, as “champions of the
working class and democracy will ensure that this struggle is not concluded
until all workers have a better standard
of living.”
After presenting the resolution, Annisette asked the workers if they agreed,
to which they responded resoundingly,
“Yes!”
Earlier in his address, Annisette
said there continues to be a great disparity between the have and the have-nots
in this country.
He said that an investment in improving the salaries of workers would
allow for “productive spending” in the
economy.
“Because with your wages, you
buy all the goods and services; with your
wages, you pay T&TEC, you pay
WASA, you pay your rent, you pay your
taxi fare. And that has an effect on growing your economy….but if there is no
money spending in your communities
and when the money is only directed to
one group of people, you will have the
pauperisation of the workers of Trinidad
and Tobago.”
He said NATUC will not support
that type of philosophy.
Annisette, who is also Seamen and
Waterfront Workers Trade Union president general, said workers need income,
job and wage-led growth.

T&T foreign minister helps sick baby on ﬂight
T&T Minister of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs,
Senator Dr Amery Browne, had to call upon his training as a medical doctor while on a flight to Amsterdam
on Monday, to care for a baby in distress, in-flight.
According to a post on Dr Browne’s official Facebook Page, he was the only medical doctor on the
KLM flight and was called into service.
“Today I called upon some of my old skills to render assistance to a sick baby on a KLM flight from
POS to Amsterdam,” Dr Browne wrote in the Facebook post.
“The captain made an announcement and asked
if there were any doctors on board. I volunteered and
it turns out that I was the only one. The airline had a
well-stocked medical kit, and we were able to manage
the situation successfully. I implemented a program of
half-hourly checks on the baby during the transatlantic
flight, with reporting via the cockpit radio to a KLM
specialist in Schiphol Airport,” he explained.
“Baby is now safe in Amsterdam, and his mom is
smiling and very pleased that a T&T delegation was
on board her flight. Onward to CHOGM in Rwanda,”
he added.

Dr Amery Browne, left, in the cockpit of the KLM aircraft on which a baby was in distress

Minister Browne is leading the Trinidad and Tobago delegation participating in the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM), which is

being held in Kigali, Rwanda, from Monday 20 to Saturday 25 June 2022.
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Grandfather saves granddaughter before being shot
Instead of enjoying their Father's
Day, an Arima, East Trinidad family is
in mourning after their patriarch was
gunned down while visiting his granddaughter on Saturday afternoon.
Police said Andrew Corbin visited
a relative's home at the Heights of Guanapo at around 12.45 pm when two gunmen wearing ski masks stormed the
house and shot him several times.
Several relatives were in the house
at the time of the shooting.
Officers of the Northern Division
Task Force were called in with police
from the Arima CID.
A district medical officer visited
the scene and declared Corbin dead.
Investigators said 12 spent shells
were found at the scene.
Reporters visited Corbin's home on
Pinto Road, Arima, on Sunday and
spoke with relatives who said they were
still shaken after the incident.
One relative who asked not to be
named said Corbin was threatened by
criminals in the Heights of Guanapo and
Dump Road to stay away from the area.
She said she did not know what led
to him being banned from the area but
said relatives have warned him repeatedly to avoid venturing into those neighbourhoods.
"He went to drop medicine for his
granddaughter who wasn't feeling too
well.
"She is two months old. He was
holding her when those men run in the
house and tell him to put down the child.
"That's when they shot him.
"We warned him about this. We
told him not to go there but they were
probably monitoring him from the time
he came up the road."
Another relative said Corbin was
told of an impending threat to his safety
by police in March.
"The officers came here and told
him that men were passing through the
neighbourhood who wanted to harm
him (Corbin).
"We don't know what led to this
and we kept telling him to avoid that
area in Heights of Guanapo, but he was
stubborn."
The relative said the shooting was
traumatising to the entire family as they
had been nervous and were fearful for
their lives.
She said the relatives who were in
the house at the time of the murder
scampered to safety in nearby bushes
after the attack.
"We basically turn into security
guards now. Every car that passes the

The house where the murder occurred in East Trinidad

road here we checking to see, every
noise we hear we are jumping.
"Up to now, none of us have slept
since this happened. It's terrible how we
are feeling right now."
The relatives said, while they were

hopeful they would receive justice for
Corbin's murder, they were not optimistic the police would find the perpetrators.
Relatives said Corbin was an employee of the Tunapuna/ Piarco Re-

gional Corporation and was well known
for advocating for better roads and infrastructure in his community.
Police from the Homicide Bureau
of Investigations Region II are continuing enquiries.

Bank to pay damages to client
A Trinidad bank has been ordered to pay nominal
damages of $25,000 for breaching its duty towards a business client.
The order was made by Justice Devindra Rampersad
in a lawsuit the bank filed against a caterer and its two directors for defaulting on loans and other credit facilities.
Although the judge ordered Grannies Enterprises and
its directors Harvey Don Kissun and Stephne Kissun to
repay a total of $318, 383.30 as the balance owing to
Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) on the loan, he also ordered
the bank to pay damages for negligence and breach of contract.
In his ruling, the judge said there was “uncontroverted evidence” that the bank incorrectly deducted funds
from Grannies Enterprises account and secured by a demand loan with the agreement that it would be transferred
under the mortgage for property owned by the directors of
the company.
“Having wrongly taken the monies from the first defendant’s account and then secured it with the second loan,
the claimant ought to have done everything in its power
to correct this anomaly,” the judge said.
“As it relates to the mismanagement of accounts, it

was stated that the onus was on the claimant to properly
manage the defendant’s accounts so to prevent them from
falling into arrears in the first instance and presenting the
incurrence of the interest sums claimed,” he added.
The court’s ruling in the lawsuit is likely to have a
significant impact on the local banking landscape as it relates to going into customers’ accounts to pay outstanding
loans or credit facilities.
The caterer and its directors were represented by attorneys Keith Scotland and Jacqueline Chang while RBC
was represented by attorney Sashi Indarsingh.
The bank took legal action against the three to recover monies owed by the company which were guaranteed by its directors. The three did not contest the principal
sum owed to the bank on the loan and credit facilities, but
denied the interest sums which accrued by the bank’s alleged actions. They asserted there was a breach of duty of
care between banker and client.
In his ruling, Rampersad said the court had “no doubt
that the claimant breached its duty of care. and the court
will make an order for the award of nominal damages in
this regard.”
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JA gov’t to return opposition $$
donated for Ukraine students
The Government of Jamaica says it
wishes to advise the public that steps are
being taken to return funds donated by
Opposition leader, Mark Golding, towards the repatriation of Jamaican students studying in Ukraine.
In a release from the Office of the
Prime Minister (OPM) the Government
shared that the sum of US$10,000 which
was donated by Golding in February will
be “returned to the Leader of the Opposition at the earliest, to facilitate their use
as best determined by him.”
This move came after a recent disclosure by Golding that he now desires
that the funds be distributed to each student towards his/her education costs.
The money was initially allocated to be
used for “transportation, food and other
necessities” related to the repatriation of
the students.
The Government in their correspondence said that while it understands the
change of intentions, the communication
from the Opposition regarding the latter
“accuses the Government of improper
usage of the donation.”
“Accordingly, the Government has
decided that the funds be returned to the
Leader of the Opposition at the earliest,

to facilitate their use as best determined
by him,” the statement from the OPM
read.
The People’s National Party (PNP),
meanwhile, says they are happy to hear
of the Government’s decision to return
funds.
In a statement to the media, the
PNP said their donation of US$10,000
was to assist the Jamaican students who
needed to escape from the war-torn nation but has since expressed that “without consulting or even advising us, the
Government applied our donation to reimbursing itself for costs incurred in
bringing home the students.”
The PNP has, however, shared that
“before sending the donation to the bank
account of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of State in that Ministry, Minister Leslie Campbell, had
committed in writing to Party Leader
Mark Golding, that the donated funds
would be disbursed in accordance with
Mr Golding’s instructions.”
The Opposition says once returned,
it intends to use it to benefit the students
“who badly need it” and has committed
that the moneys will go towards their educational needs.

Jamaica Opposition Leader Mark Golding

Scotland on offensive to keep her job
Under pressure to retain her job as
secretary general, Baroness Patricia
Scotland used her address to the opening ceremony of the Commonwealth
Women’s Forum (CWF 2022) in Kigali
on Tuesday to underscore the work she
has done to improve the conditions of
women and girls in the 54 member
states since taking on the role six years
ago.
Scotland is expected to be challenged by Jamaica’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Trade Kamina
Johnson Smith and Tuvalu’s former
Governor General Sir Iakoba Taeia
Italeli when leaders meet to elect the
secretary general this week, and while
making no reference to the looming
contest, the incumbent secretary general
delivered a thinly disguised campaign
speech to scores of delegates at the Serena Hotel.
“When I became secretary general
in 2016 I pledged that we would put the
wealth back into Commonwealth but I
know that we were determined to put
the common back into wealth, and that
common demands that women should
be at the table,” she said.
“Gender empowerment and inclusiveness are central to that mission, and
I am so proud of what we have achieved

together. Gender equality is at the very
heart of our collective goals of social
and economic development, democracy,
and peace-building, and is critical to
combating climate change,” Scotland
declared, having earlier hailed Rwanda
for the work it has done on gender
equality.
Rwanda has been a champion of
gender equality and women empowerment in recent years but Scotland
lamented that this remains the exception
and not the rule in a number of Commonwealth states.
“It may have been a long time
coming but it is here now, led by the
beautiful jewel that is Rwanda, ‘The
land of a thousand hills’, and also ‘The
land of a thousand opportunities’,” said
Scotland as she noted that this is the first
Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) in Africa for more
than a decade, with Rwanda being the
first African State to host a CWF.
“It speaks to this spirit of our Commonwealth connection and corporation
and the way in which nations collaborate with understanding and respect in
our support for one another,” said Scotland.
“This women’s forum and this
CHOGM is our opportunity to build on

Baroness Patricia Scotland

our Commonwealth advantage of similar systems of democratic governance,
of common law, of shared language, of
compatible institutions to drive progress
for which we all hunger and thirst,” she
said.
“Our ability to bring together leaders and ministers, civil society and
change-makers is unique. As we meet in
Kigali we must be honest about the
challenges we face and we must be con-

fident in our ability to seize the moment
and build something better,” she argued.
Scotland charged that the Commonwealth needs to put the disproportionate impact of the novel coronavirus
pandemic on women and girls at front
and centre while recognising the impact
of vaccine inequality, the lived reality of
economic insecurity, and the rising
prevalence of gender-based violence.
She also argued that it is the profound responsibility of the Commonwealth to put women and girls at the
heart of its response to the pandemic
while striving to end domestic, workplace, societal, and political violence.
“We must strive together to unleash
the potential of all women and girls in
the Commonwealth and enhance their
opportunities to contribute to every
sphere of their social, economic, and political endeavour — and this forum is a
golden opportunity to take decisive
steps towards these goals and build a
safer, more secure, more prosperous future for all,” declared Scotland.
More than 500 delegates turned out
for Monday’s opening ceremony of
CWF 2020 which is being held under
the theme ‘Delivering a Common Future: Transforming for Gender Equality’.
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West Indies complete 1st Test victory
after Campbell hits unbeaten 58
OPENER JOHN Campbell scored
an unbeaten 58 as the West Indies completed a seven-wicket victory, less than
an hour into the fourth day, in the first
Test against Bangladesh at the Sir Vivian
Richards Stadium, North Sound, Antigua
on Sunday.
In pursuit of a victory target of 84,
the West Indies resumed play on 49 runs
for the loss of three wickets, with Campbell not out on 28 and team vice-captain
Jermaine Blackwood on 17.
Campbell swept part-time off-spin-

ner Najmul Shanto for a four, then struck
him over long-off for a six to secure the
win for the hosts. Campbell's knock, off
67 balls, included nine fours and a six.
Blackwood finished not out on 26 (53
balls, two fours).
West Indies fast bowler Kemar
Roach, who took seven wickets overall,
was named as the Man of the Match.
The second and final Test in the series will be staged at the Darren Sammy
Stadium, Gros Islet, St Lucia from June
24-28.

John Campbell, of West Indies, hits a four

IPL's big-money media deal is 'fantastic news’
The ICC is confident that a gamechanging media deal for the IPL will
only have a positive impact as they go
to market for their own rights.The
game's governing body sent out its first
Invitation to Tender (ITT) for its own
rights on Monday. The rights are for the
next cycle of ICC events, from 20242031 and are available in up to six packages, for TV only, digital only and for
both; for the first time, women's event
rights have been unbundled from that of
men's events. Bids for men's events can

be made for four or eight-year terms and
for four-year terms for women's events.
The ICC goes first to the Indian
market, fresh off a record battle for IPL
rights which eventually saw the league
become the second-most lucrative in the
world. A variety of TV and digital rights
packages will see the IPL net USD$ 6.2
billion over five years and on a permatch basis, that revenue will make it
second only to the NFL around the
globe.
The ICC had planned to go to mar-

ket after the IPL e-auction and said
events there "delighted" them, because
it confirmed their own belief that the appetite for rights for premium events remains undimmed.
"I think more than anything we're
delighted," Sunil Manoharan, the ICC's
vice-president media rights, said. "Ultimately to see cricket is so popular and
so strong in the strongest market in the
world, it's fantastic news for everyone."
One of the biggest takeaways from
the IPL rights was the stratospheric rise
in digital rights - in this IPL deal, digital
rights exceeded the value of TV and
were the biggest driver of growth in the
overall value. That is one of the trends
that has bolstered the ICC's belief that,
rather than the IPL being a product that
all the big money has already been spent
on, it is a sign that the market is hungry
for more content.
"Expectations have not been
changed," Anurag Dahiya, the ICC's
Chief Commercial Officer, said. "We've
long felt that IPL values would be in
that range. It wasn't a surprise. It was a
good affirmation of our sense of where
the market is and the value of premier
cricket rights in that market.
"I think the IPL process has amply
demonstrated that there is a huge appetite for rights. Some of the players
have been successful in some of the
bids. Clearly there are resources available with both successful and unsuccessful bidders in that process.
"As a broadcaster it's not like
there's a war chest that you spend on
one thing and don't have plans for the
next for the rest. Everyone has visibility
of our rights coming up. That's part of
the puzzle everyone puts together.
There is definitely appetite and that
process hasn't done anything to diminish the overall appetite in that market.
It's only highlighted to the market that
there is keen competition for these
rights which is what we had always assumed going into these rights. The timing was deliberate - we wanted to do it
in a particular sequence. So it's going to
plan."
Unlike the IPL's e-auction, the ICC

will go down the traditional route of
inviting sealed bids, which will go
through a committee that then makes
recommendations to the ICC board. The
ICC are planning to have all bids submitted by the end of August and, once
approved by the board, announce the results by mid-September.
"That is a methodology we have
employed in the past," Dahiya said.
"More importantly, this time we have a
pretty complicated set of rights available. It's not a straightforward singleterritory, single-duration. We end up
with a number of different combinations
on the basis of doing men's and
women's separately and testing the market for four and eight years and then
packaging on digital and tv. To address
all that through an e-auction is too complicated. So we remain with a sealed bid
methodology, motivating bidders to put
best bid forward."
The move to unbundle media
rights, and move away from a single
broadcaster who sub-licenses rights to
different territories has come, in part,
from a changing broadcast landscape.
As Dahiya acknowledged, there aren't
broadcasters out there who could take
over all global rights and then exploit
them. The unbundling is something that,
increasingly, individual members have
also been doing.
"Our philosophy has been to have
direct contact with the broadcaster serving our fans and the best way to achieve
that would be through territory by territory rather than selling globally,"
Dahiya said.
The separation of women's rights
has been a natural progression, said
Geoff Allardice, the ICC CEO. Host
countries for women's ICC events are
yet to be appointed - they will announce
them at next month's AGM.
"Over the last five years our
women's events have gained in profile
and we're keen to find a partner who
will help accelerate the growth of the
women's game with promotion," Allardice said. "We want to have an
arrangement separately to our men's
rights."
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