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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal
Bank for 18 years
* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team
leadership, inclusive of management
* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals
* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to
successful home ownership

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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Top housing ofﬁcial wants city to
control how landlords raise rents
Toronto's top housing official is
calling for an end to a loophole that allows landlords to hike rents between
tenants as part of a new "renoviction"
policy that is being considered by city
council.
There is a cap on how much a landlord can raise a tenant's rent each year,
which the province recently more than
doubled to 2.5 per cent for the upcoming
year. However, provincial law allows
landlords to evict tenants if they are undertaking major renovations on a unit
and there is no rule that bars landlords
from raising the rent between tenants.
A report, penned by the city’s top
housing official, notes the growing trend
of “renovictions” in Toronto and explains the practice as a landlord illegally
evicting a tenant by alleging they need
vacant possession of a residential unit to
undertake renovations or repairs.
Once the unit is vacant, the landlord can increase rent to market value.
The result of these “renovictions”
is a diminishing supply of affordable
housing, writes Abigail Bond, housing
secretariat executive director. This
comes as a new report finds rent prices
are soaring in Toronto, rising by 20 per
cent over the last year.
“The primary objectives of these
activities are to preserve the city's affordable and mid-range rental housing
supply and help support tenants who are
at risk of being evicted,” Bond said.
While the policy and potential fu-

Toronto City Council is looking at the way landlords can increase rent between tenants

ture by-law can’t actually stop “renovictions,” since that would be under the jurisdiction of the province, they would
“leverage the city's authorities” to deter
the practice.
Ontario’s NDP housing critic MPP
Jessica Bell pointed to how the lack of
oversight in this department has contributed to skyrocketing rental prices.
“People in Ontario are smack in the
middle of a housing crisis, and Doug
Ford’s insistence on allowing landlords
to hike the rent unchecked between ten-

ants is a major contributor to driving up
market rental prices,” she said in a statement on Tuesday.
She also pushed for the Ford government to pass the NDP’s Rent Stabilization Act, which would ensure new
tenants pay the same price as the prior
tenants. “The NDP is committed to
passing this legislation as a step to addressing Ontario’s housing crisis, and
we will retable it in the Legislature this
coming session,” Bell said.
The report before city council sug-

gests educational outreach on tenants’
rights along with enforcement efforts to
investigate violations and take appropriate action. Bond said this could serve as
an entryway into a “whole-of-government” approach.
“Actions from the federal and
provincial governments are urgently
needed to implement the systemic and
structural changes, outside municipal jurisdiction, to address the root causes of
evictions,” Bond said.

Activists say they’re ﬂattening tyres to make a point
A group claiming to be environmental activists is taking responsibility
after the tires of dozens of SUVs were
flattened overnight in Kitchener, ON.
Waterloo regional police say
they’ve received more than 30 reports of
property damage to SUVs parked in
driveways in the Glasgow Heights and
Stanley Park areas of Kitchener.
Police say the suspects left notes on
windshields stating: “Your gas guzzler
kills.”
“We do find this rather concerning,
especially with the messages that were
left on the vehicles,” said Cst. Andre
Johnson, with Waterloo Regional Police

Service.
The tires were deflated using a device that made them slowly leak
overnight, police say.
The incidents are believed to have
occurred in the early morning hours of
Sunday, July 17.
In an email to journalists, a group
who identifies themselves as “Tyre Extinguishers” claims they flattened the
tires of 60 SUVs in multiple locations
across Waterloo region. The group says
their goal is to ban SUVs from urban
areas and calls the vehicles “climate disasters.”

WE BUY VINYL RECORDS, LPs,
45s AND STEREO
GEAR. CASH PAID!
Local and Courteous. We come to you.
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Guyana and the Caribbean
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Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Systemic
stereotyping?
Stop
the games,
AG Williams
A CBC news report on the immiThe decision by Guyana Attorney Gengration status of a Jamaican man has
eral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
left us quite disturbed and wondering
the decision by Chief Justice Roxanne
whether Canadian Immigration officers
George-Wiltshire’s
findings
that last
Deare
using stereotypes
to inform
their
cember’s No-confidence vote against the
decisions.
government
wasreports
constitutional,
is grasping
The CBC
that a Sudbury,
at straws.
Ontario
woman was denied a spousal
application
for her Jamaican
husband
“The Honourable
Chief Justice
Roxafter
immigration officer
allegedly
annethe
George-Wiltshire
erred and
misditold
herherself
that Jamaican
men
directed
in law when
sheusually
ruled that
vorce
their
Canadian
wives
after
migrathe motion of no-confidence upon a divition.
sion vote of 33:32 members of the National
According to the woman, Ariella
Assembly was validly passed as the requiLadouceur, the officer told her that Jasite majority of all the elected members of
maican men then bring their partners
the National Assembly, pursuant to article
from
the island to live in Canada after
106 divorce
(6) of thetheir
constitution,”
Attorney
they
Canadianthewives.
In
General
contends
in
his
appeal.
other words, the marriage is just one of
In her decision,
CJ George-Wiltshire
convenience,
and isn’t
genuine.
explained
that
in
getting
a majority,
onefact
The decision was based
on the
that
husband,
Cordell
sideher
must
acquire one
more James,
than thewho
other
she
married
in
October
2020,
has
3
side. An absolute majority, she said, as
children
previous relationship,
specifiedfrom
by thea constitution,
is a majority
even though he was never married to
the mother.
Ladouceur said she felt as though

the
immigration officer had made up
of all Members of Parliament present rehis mind about her husband — that he
gardless if they are present or not. The
would divorce her and get back with
chief justice concluded that an absolute mahis ex-partner— before the interview
jority started.
is 33.
even
As
such,answer
she ruled,
motionhe
was
con"Any
thattheI gave,
tried
stitutionally
allowed,
and
therefore
legal.
to twist it around to fit his narrative,"
Thissaid.
means"Ithat
Granger
government
she
justthe
knew
it was
probably
just
formality
have us come
insays
mustaabide
by thetoconstitution,
which
there
for the
Butelections
he had althey must
stepinterview.
down and call
ready
upofhis
withinmade
90 days
themind."
date of the no confiTo
us,
this
sounds
like the 21,
officer
dence vote, which was December
2018.
stereotyped
Mr
James
based
on
what
It is reasonable to expect that the
might have happened in the past with
Granger administration, which is sworn to
some Jamaican men. While we do not
uphold the constitution, will abide by it,
have any facts or figures to support
now that its bid to overturn the vote has
this,
certainly what one or more Jabeen found
maican
menlacking.
might have done in the
If
it
fails
to
do so,
becomes
illegal
past should have
no itbearing
onanMs
administration.application to sponsor her
Ladouceur’s
The move by Williams, therefore,
husband.
LaseemsTotomake
us justmatters
another worse,
attempt Ms
to forestall
coudeur
is
pregnant
with
Mr
James’
the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on
child,
and this decision means that the
to power.
child could be raised without his father
present in its life.
The Immigration Department has

saidLegal
that minds
marriage
for immigration pureverywhere have said that
poses is among the most common reathe government has no ground to stand on
sons overseas spousal sponsorship
via this latest appeal. All it is doing is dragapplications are denied.
ging the
political
In country
an emailthrough
to CBC
News,uncerthe detainty
at
a
time
when
clear
leadership
partment noted, "The governmentisof
needed
move the nation
forward
in terms
Canadatorecognizes
that the
majority
of
of
dealing with are
its own
fledgling
relationships
genuine
and oil
thateconmost
applications
in goodcrisis
faith.
omy,
as well asare
themade
international
in
However, right
to protect
the integrity of our
Venezuela,
next door.
immigration
system,
officers
must
do
Security issues
at home
are also
paratheir
due
diligence
to
determine
mount, with crime seeming to be on an
whether a marriage
is genuine."
ever-increasing
trajectory
that includes the
The decision, usually, is based on
shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most
the interviewing officer’s determination
celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,
whether the marriage is genuine, which
and murders that are happening almost
Ms Ladouceur insists it is. She said she
every
day. married after meeting while
and James
AG Williams
President
working
for theand
same
airline,Granger
and the
might
also be accused
of 2018.
trying to buy time
relationship
started in
to useWe
the cannot
offices they
hold
to try
to disargue
with
a decision
that isany
based
on an officer’s
experience
credit
opposition
they may face
at the
in
determining
whether
a
marriage
is
polls, including using the state-controlled
genuine,
but as
if law
whatenforcement
Ms Ladouceur
media
as well
tacticsisto
claiming is true, this is a rather disturbing development.
Stereotyping all Jamaican men for

the actions of a few is a battle we in the
Caribbean media in Canada have been
They may think these are strategic
fighting for decades. It’s one that afmoves, but the drama is being seen by the
fected how all black men have been
international
community
it is: athat
treated by police,
and for
stillwhat
informs
desperate
attempt
to hold
onto power.
The
treatment,
though
the police
has gotten
global
community
has
communicated
as
better in its race relations.
much to
Guyana
Tothe
hear
now government.
that this stereotype is
still
how other
systemic
Toinforming
add to the woes,
the Guyana
Elec-decisions
are beingheaded
made by
is truly
disaptions
Commission,
a geriatric
pointing.who
Wehas
thought
hasis long
chairman
been inCanada
ill health,
now
moved
past
that
type
of
behaviour.
saying that the agency will not be prepared
knowuntil
that July
getting
answers
to holdWe
elections
– four
monthsin
this particular case will be a stretch, as
after it is constitutionally due.
Immigration will not give out private
Since the chairman of the agency was
information on specific cases. But
handpicked by the Granger administration,
surely, Ms Lacoudeur’s claims should
we
to openly to
wonder
whether
behave
investigated
determine
itsthis,
validtoo,
is
another
delaying
tactic
by
the
govity, and the officer in question should
ernment.
be called up to explain to his superiors
time to
stopinformed
the gamesthe
andnegative
call the
theIt’s
reason
that
decisionnow.
in this case.
elections
In
the
meantime, hard
we will
remain
Guyana’s democracy,
fought
for, is
atvigilant
stake. to ensure all systemic decisions
are made for the right reasons, and we
do not suffer the indignity of being
stereotyped by officialdom.
bring them into disrepute.
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Travellers could now be subjected to
random Covid testing at airports
If you’re flying into Toronto Pearson International Airport from July 19,
you may have to slightly adjust your
itinerary before you set foot in the city.
That’s because mandatory random
COVID-19 testing has returned to
Canada’s busiest airport for fully vaccinated travellers.
The measure was paused by the
federal government on June 11 and resumed Tuesday in Toronto, as well as at
airports in Vancouver, Calgary, and
Montreal.
The process is slightly different
than before, however.
In the past, travellers’ passports
would be marked at random by customs
for onsite testing.
Now, travellers who qualify as
fully vaccinated will get an email notification within 15 minutes of completing their customs declaration letting
them know that they have been selected
for the test.
The test itself won’t take place at
Pearson though -- which is welcome
news to the Greater Toronto Airport
Authority (GTAA), the group that runs
the airport that has been plagued by delays for months now.

Arrivals at Pearson Airport could be randomly selected for testing

If you happen to receive an email
after you clear customs, the message
will contain information to help you
arrange a test in your area.
“In it [the email], it’ll say, ‘you’ve
been chosen’ and you either go to a
pharmacy or a company that’s been selected to go to, or a virtual at-home test.
You have to do it within 24 hours and
get the results back in and then, of
course, wait and see if you’re positive
or negative,” Martin Firestone, president of Travel Secure Inc., told CP24
on Tuesday morning.
And if you do test positive for
COVID-19, you’ll have go into isolation for 10 days from the date of the
test result -- even though the isolation

period in Ontario following a positive
test is five days.
The rules taking effect won’t
change the process for partially vaccinated and unvaccinated travellers.
Those individuals will continue to be
required to get a test upon arrival into
the country and on day eight of their
mandatory 14-day quarantine.
It’s unclear how long random
COVID-19 testing will be in place at
Pearson, though a spokesperson for the
GTAA said last week that the move to
off-site swabs was “helpful.”“This,
along with increased CBSA staffing,
contributed to lower wait times for
planes that need to be held on arrival
due to high passenger volumes in the

customs hall," Tori Gass said in a statement at the time.
Despite the fact that the random
testing will no longer be done onsite,
Firestone says it is still a “major inconvenience” if you are selected.
“No doubt, many could rethink the
decision to come to Canada. Not only
the ArriveCan doc, which is still out
there and a lot of people aren’t happy
about it, add this to the mix now and
you’ve just got another layer, another
restriction, and it makes travel just that
much more difficult when you decide
to come here,” he said.
Canadian officials have said that
random mandatory testing is key in detecting new variants coming in to the
country. And, amid a seventh wave of
COVID-19 in Ontario, it doesn’t seem
the measure will be going anywhere
anytime soon.
Meanwhile, a new Ipsos poll
shows that 70 per cent of Canadians
now believe the situation at airports
across the county "is an embarrassment
to Canada,” and nearly 60 per cent of
respondents are avoiding flying until
they see improvements.
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Barbados: Trade opportunities with
Guyana ripe for the picking
BARBADIANS are being urged to
take advantage of the emerging trade opportunities with Guyana in the area of
agriculture, as the region continues to
battle supply chain issues and continued
price increases.
Representative for the Guyana Office for Investment, Gavin Bovell, told
Barbados TODAY that, with unabated
price increases threatening the region’s
food and nutrition security, it was not the
time for complacency.
Bovell said there were also opportunities for Barbadians and Guyanese to
partner in several business ventures
across agriculture and manufacturing.
“We need to be able to sustain ourselves. We are small island developing
states and we are vulnerable to climate
change and global economic shocks because of how much we import and how
much we depend on the international
visitor,” he said.
He added: “We have also recognised that we have our own capabilities
within our neighbourhood, so how can
we leverage our capabilities to become
more resilient? –Because we are not
going to get rid of the external shocks.
They are going to continue to happen.
These supply chain challenges and disruptions are not going to stop; we have
to develop the competencies to become
more resilient and we need to have more
visibility.”
Bovell, a university lecturer in logistics and supply chain management,
pointed to several opportunities that are
now ripe for the picking, in light of the
recent signing of the St Barnabas Accord, which speaks to cooperation between Barbados and Guyana in several
areas.
“It speaks to a lot of opportunities,
not only for combating the food security
issues that we face in the region but also
for generating tangible exports out of the
region,” he said.
Last week, Prime Minister, Mia
Mottley, and the President of Guyana,
Dr. Irfaan Ali, signed the accord, clearing the way for further dialogue and cooperation in specific areas including
agriculture, tourism and international
transport, energy, manufacturing, mining
and quarrying, trade and business development, security, education, and bilateral integration measures.
Describing it as timely, Bovell said
the St Barnabas Accord was a catalyst
for deepening the relationship between
Georgetown and Bridgetown.
Lauding the two leaders for their
drive toward trade and economic integration, he said there has certainly been
a lot of movement and commitment over
the last few months.
Bovell contended that with
Guyana’s capacity for agricultural production and lower labour costs, coupled
with the global reach Barbados has developed over the years through tourism,
the two countries had the opportunity to
boost food production, add value and increase exports.

Barbadians are being urged to look at food opportunities in Guyana

He said there were opportunities for
investment and research in the agriculture sector, as he pointed to the need for
greater private sector involvement.
“The private sector plays a critical
role in pushing this through. While the
governments create the environment,
[those in] the private sector are the ones
to invest,” Bovell argued.
“When we sit down and think about
‘where can I open a business?’ the
thought shouldn’t just be ‘should it be in
St Michael or St Philip?’ It should be,
‘should it be in Guyana, should it be in
Suriname, what are my options?’ These
relationships that have been put in motion are so that these nations can develop
together.”
The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) has set a target to reduce the region’s food import bill by 25 per cent by
2025.
As part of the St Barnabas Accord
to help achieve this, the Barbados Government has already broken ground on a
seven-acre parcel of land at Lears, St
Michael for the construction of a purpose-built facility to accommodate up to
40 containers, a reservoir holding about
20 million gallons of water, and land for
crop production.
While Guyana is to serve as the
main food production location, Barbados will act as a hub to transship the
agricultural produce to the rest of CARICOM.
Bovell said this was critical, especially now given the existing shipping
challenges.
He said he was confident of the region’s ability to reach its food import bill
reduction target within the tight timeframe.
Bovell acknowledged that there
were still some trade barriers in the region and a need to improve labelling and

sanitary and phytosanitary measures in
some cases. He disclosed that talks were
scheduled to take place with private sector organisations and manufacturing
groups on those matters.

He also noted that affordable and
frequent transportation was key for the
countries achieving the objectives of the
St Barnabas Accord.

$449M ﬁne, 4 years in jail
for drug trafﬁcking
TWO foreign nationals were, last Wednesday, fined in excess of $449
million each and jailed for four years, six months after they were found
guilty of a number of criminal charges in connection to more than 760
pounds of drugs found in an aircraft which made an unauthorised landing at
Mahdia Airstrip, Region Eight (Potaro-Siparuni) last week Sunday.
This is according to a statement from the Guyana Police Force (GPF).
23-year-old Brazil national, Mateus Vinicius Pontes Alberto, and 43year-old Colombia national Rodrigues Canon Dandres Estiven were held by
Guyanese law enforcement in connection with 639.9 pounds of cocaine, and
120.45 pounds of marijuana found in a white Cessna skyline single engine
aeroplane.
The aircraft, with registration number #N5470z, is suspected to have
come from Venezuela, police said.
In the initial statement on the bust, the GPF said: “An intelligence led
operation by the Guyana Police Force at around 14:20 hours yesterday (July
10, 2022), resulted in the arrest of a Colombian and a Brazilian national
when their plane landed at the Mahdia Airstrip with a large quantity of suspected cocaine and cannabis.”
“A search of the said aircraft unearthed 10 large parcels containing suspected cocaine and one small parcel containing suspected cannabis,” the police said in the report on Sunday’s bust.
The suspected cocaine and cannabis were seized along with one satellite phone, two GPS, two cellular phones, one Icon radio set along with documents.
Police said that as it relates to the cocaine find, the defendants were
fined $435,380,640 and sentenced to four years and six months in jail, respectively.
For the marijuana find, the men were fined $49,171,680 and sentenced
to four years and six months in jail, respectively.
As it relates to operating the civil aircraft without an airworthiness certificate, the men were fined $2,000,000 each and sentenced to one year in
jail, respectively.
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Guyana earns US$108M
from latest oil sale
GUYANA has raked in over
US$108 million (approximately G$22B)
from the latest sale of its share of crude
oil, which is produced offshore by
ExxonMobil.
The country was able to rake in this
amount because of the soaring prices of
oil on the world market caused by chain
supply issues created by COVID-19 and,
more recently, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.
With the latest returns, the country’s total revenue in its Natural Re-

source Fund (NRF) moved to
US$753,254,499, according to statistics
from the Bank of Guyana.
The fund is expected to get another
significant boost very soon, as the country is set to earn over US$100 million
from its next sale of oil given the current
Brent price – the benchmark Guyana
uses to sell its crude.
Under the Production Sharing
Agreement (PSA), Guyana receives two
per cent royalty and 50 per cent profit
oil, which is what remains after the pro-

ducer recovers its production cost.
It was reported, recently, that the
government made its first withdrawal
from the NRF.
The government, pursuant to Section 16 of the NRF Act 2021, has since
transferred US$200 million (G$41.7 billion) from the NRF to the Consolidated
Fund to finance national development
priorities.
This transfer, according to a statement from the Ministry of Finance, was
made in accordance with the strength-

ened legal architecture of the NRF Act
2021 and follows the publication in the
Official Gazette of all petroleum revenues paid into the fund during the period January 1 to March 31 2022.
The NRF Act 2021 which came
into operation on January 1, 2022, represents a significant improvement in
transparency and accountability and the
overall management of the natural resource wealth of Guyana for present and
future generations.
It would be recalled, that as part of
the Budget 2022 process, parliamentary
approval was granted for a total of
US$607.6 million to be transferred during the fiscal year 2022.
Oil and gas revenues are being generated from the ExxonMobil operations,
offshore Guyana.
As it is now, the company has four
sanctioned projects offshore Guyana. Of
those, Liza Phase One is producing approximately 130,000 barrels per day,
using the Liza Destiny floating production storage and offloading (FPSO) vessel, while the Liza Phase Two, which
started production in February, is
steadily ramping up to its capacity of
220,000 barrels per day, using the Liza
Unity FPSO vessel.
The third project, Payara, is expected to produce 220,000 barrels per
day; construction of its production vessel, the Prosperity FPSO, is running approximately five months ahead of
schedule, with start-up likely before
year-end 2023. The fourth project, Yellowtail, is expected to produce 250,000
barrels per day when the One Guyana
FPSO comes on stream in 2025.
ExxonMobil is also moving ahead
with plans for its fifth development project in the Stabroek Block, Uaru, which
is expected to produce up to 250,000
barrels of oil per day.
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7,000 house lots being
developed in Region Three
SOME 7,000 house lots are being
developed in Region Three (Essequibo
Islands-West Demerara), as part of the
PPP/C government’s drive to provide
50,000 house lots to Guyanese by the
year 2025.
President, Dr Irfaan Ali, while conducting a walkthrough of the new West
Central Mall under construction at
Leonora, West Coast Demerara, said the
first phase of the project has been
awarded and infrastructural works have
commenced.
“If you look at what is known as
‘punt trench’ or where the high bridge
is, all the way back and all the way to
the tower, all of those lands will be converted into housing…as you can see
there the excavators are working,” President Ali said, while pointing to the area
that is being developed.
This new housing development, the
Head of State said, will take place in the
vicinity of the planned thoroughfare
from Schoonord to Parika.
In light of the rapid pace of development in the Essequibo Islands-West
Demerara region, the President also
spoke of plans for a commercial district
in Leonora, along with a professional
residential area.
“So that gives you a bearing on
what is going to occur here in the terms
of development… every single area in
the country, we are developing these
growth hubs, to span out development,
to expand the development reach,” Dr
Ali said.
The development of lands in the region will help to address the backlog of
14,000 applications for Region Three,
currently sitting in the database of the
Housing Ministry’s Central Housing and
Planning Authority (CH&PA) awaiting
allocation.
“In this NDC [Stewartville/Cornelia Ida] alone, we are talking about the
development in this area here alone,
about 1,500 acres of land; 1,500 acres of
land would give us here and there, 7,000
new house lots,” President Ali had said
during a prior engagement.
The infrastructure costs, on average, to develop 1,500 acres of land is
close to $10 billion, the Head of State
said.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

New housing development underway at Leonora, West Coast Demerara

“…and this is not 10 years from
now, these are projects that are in the
immediate pipeline, projects that have
already started,” Dr Ali said.
He added: “In the medium term, if
you have an occupancy of 50 per cent in
five to seven years, then convert 3,500
[50 per cent of 7,000] by an average of
$7 million and you will see the volume
of transaction[s] that we’re talking about
just in this locality.”
Additionally, under the government’s turn-key initiative, some 200
housing units are expected to be constructed in Anna Catherina and MetenMeer-Zorg,
targeting
low
and

moderate-income earners.
Further, under the Inter-American
Development (IDB) funded Adequate
Housing and Urban Accessibility Programme, 25 core homes have been constructed for vulnerable families in
Lust-en-Rust, Onderneeming, La Parfaite Harmonie, Recht-Door-Zee and
Westminster. Those new developments,
President Ali said, will be complemented by a $52 billion (US$260 million) new Demerara Harbour Bridge.
In May, Housing and Water Minister Collin Croal has announced that as
the ministry’s 2022 allocation drive continues, some 15,000 applicants will be

served.
“Our President has given a charge
to aim for 25,000 homes over the fiveyear period, and so, while we will allocate 50,000 house lots, simultaneously
we will be constructing houses,” Minister Croal said.
In keeping with its manifesto, the
PPP/C government is committed to delivering 50,000 house lots to Guyanese
within its first term in office. In 2021,
the government surpassed its target of
distributing 10,000 house lots to
Guyanese through its signature “Dream
Realised” house lot distribution exercise.
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Former Colonizers Non-Colonized
by Former Guyana President
Donald Ramotar
Russia’s military operations in
Ukraine are bringing to light many
things that for most of the world’s peoples were obscured. One of these is the
real reason that the United States did
not disband the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), when the Cold
War ended and no military threat existed.
The reason is that NATO is the
tool that the United States uses to control the politics and economics of Europe. Its control is so all pervasive that
we can conclude that the countries of
Europe have become colonies of the
United States.
The European countries are aware
that Russia had/has genuine security
concerns about NATO bases. Former
Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel
objected to President Bush, expanding
NATO to Russia’s borders. She warned
that it could lead to war. However, despite that she succumbed to US pressure and, against her will agreed to the
expansion. This decision laid the basis
for war in Europe.
As Ukraine continued to threaten
Russia and ceaselessly bombed the
Russian population in Eastern Ukraine,
Germany and France, recognizing the
dangers, took steps to avert what was
surely leading to confrontation. They
worked with Russia and Ukraine to
hammer out an agreement to avoid a
war.
Thus we had the Minsk Agreement, which was to offer the overwhelming Russian population living in
Donbas and Luhansk more autonomy.
That would have allowed those people
to use their native language, Russian. It
would have allowed these locations to
remain Ukrainian. The French President and the German Chancellor committed their countries to be the
guarantors to see that agreement implemented.
That did not fit in with the US
plans to push Russia to war. Recently
NATO’s Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg revealed that NATO was
preparing to go to war with Russia
since 2014. Therefore the US/NATO
had to destroy the Minsk Agreement.
The American first pressed
Ukraine to abandon that agreement,
which Ukraine had signed. They then
ordered France and Germany to back
off. That is why those two former powerful states also disregarded their own
commitments thereby they destroyed
the Accord. They did not demonstrate
the will to keep their own commitments.
Under pressure from the US they
refused to give Russia any security
guarantees even though they made that
commitment since 1990 not to expand
NATO one inch towards Russia after
Germany’s re-unification.
The European states were forced
to do this on the insistence of the US,
knowing fully well that they were
bringing war to their doorsteps. The

A woman walks past bombed out buildings in Ukraine

United States is very well protected by
two huge oceans, but the Europeans are
on the front line. So US seem to be
ready for war at the expense of Ukraine
and their vassals in Europe.
There is an economic aspect to the
US imperial plans. For a long time the
US was pushing Europe to stop buying
cheap oil and gas from Russia. They
wanted that market for themselves.
They made Germany abandon the
North Stream Two pipeline which was
to take Russian gas directly to Germany. This was after the Germans
themselves spent millions of Euros to
help build it.
Therefore by forcing Russia to
mount military operations to prevent
Ukraine from becoming a NATO’s military outpost and to protect the Russian
people living in eastern Ukraine a perfect excuse was created to stop buying
Russian energy. It means that the Europeans would be forced to buy American
gas and oil which is far more expensive.
This of course will make European industries less competitive and
more dependent on the United States.
Yet the Europeans are meekly going
along with this. All of which are
against the interests of their own people.
This is similar to classical colonial
times when the colonies were forced to
buy more expensive goods from the
“mother country”, while having to sell
their commodities cheaper to the colo-

nizers.
Added to this is a military aspect.
The Europeans are now being
forced to spend more on their military
in the face of a so called “Russian
Threat”. This money will be spent to
buy weapons from the US thus enriching their military industrial complex.
The main reason is to supply NATO’s
aggression throughout the world.
When one considers that the US
military budget is at least 10 times bigger than that of Russia’s and when we
add NATO countries military expenditure they are probably spending about
15 times more on their military than
Russia. Therefore one has to ask “who
is threatening whom?” clearly this argument does not hold any water.
Then of course we have the sanctions. These sanctions were prepared
months before since the US/NATO
were giving Russia no other option but
to employ its military in Ukraine. The
harsh measures were worked on with
the intention of destroying Russia’s
economy and force regime change in
Moscow.
They boasted about “the mother of
all sanctions” and of turning the Russian ruble into rubble.
However their sanctions, which no
doubt is hurting Russia, also had a
boomerang effect. In attempting to destroy Russia’s economy the US is damaging Europe’s as well. It is even
damaging itself; their experts who designed the sanctions seem not to have

thought through their strategy and appear to have been oblivious of the impact it would have had on the NATO
countries.
What this war has also made clear
to the Russian people is the hatred and
contempt that the West have for them.
In the past the world was led to believe
that the hostility to Russia was ideologically based. It was a contest between
two systems, Capitalism and Socialism.
Now however, Russia is capitalist,
probably it has a purer capitalist system
than the US and its allies. Therefore,
the hatred seems to be based on some
form of Racism since Russia is seen to
be Euro-Asian. They are looked down
upon by the West.
From their statements the Russian
leaders appear to have realized that.
They are clearly preparing to drastically reduce their relations with the US
and Europe. Their focus is now turned
towards Asia.
So while the US and Europe believes that they are going to isolate
Russia from the West, the Russians are
actually voluntarily distancing themselves and moving east.
What is clear in all of this is that
the Europeans have lost their sovereignty. All of their actions are against
their own interests. One of the United
States main objectives is to control Europe and bend it to its will. It has succeeded. This is colonialism in
everything but name!
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Guyana to join int’l group to
ﬁght money laundering
An amendment to the Anti-Money
Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Act (AML/CFT) will
soon see Guyana becoming a member of
the Egmont group. The amendment to
the Act will be laid before the National
Assembly on Thursday.
Admission to the Egmont group
will boost Guyana’s capacity to fight
AML/CFT offences and activities. This
was disclosed by Attorney General and
Minister of Legal Affairs Mohabir Anil
Nandlall, SC, as he addressed an asset recovery workshop on Tuesday.
The Attorney General said he will
be, “reading for the first time an amendment to our Anti-Money Laundering and
Countering the Financing of Terrorism
Act to introduce for the first time, our
membership to the Egmont Group.”
Guyana’s first application to become a member of the Egmont Group
was made in 2014. The Egmont Group is
made up of 156 Financial Intelligence
Units (FIUs) and provides a secured platform for the exchange of expertise and
financial intelligence to combat money
laundering and terrorist financing.
It also supports the efforts of its international partners and other stakeholders to give effect to the resolutions and
statements by the United Nations Security Council, the G20 Finance Ministers,
and the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF).
“In this amalgam, they have certain
facilities that are reciprocal to members
so they share information, they share
platforms, and it augments the capability
of the individual states to discharge their

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs Mohabir Anil Nandlall SC

functions under their respective legislations. We are going to be part of that very
prestigious international grouping very
shortly,” the Attorney General stated. The

Egmont Group is a trusted gateway for
sharing financial information domestically and internationally in accordance
with global Anti Money Laundering and

Counter Financing of
(AML/CFT) standards.
(DPI)

Terrorism

Women Investment initiative lauded
Residents of Mocha, East Bank
Demerara on Monday applauded the
government on the delivery of exceptional services which will empower and
render relief to the members of the
community.
The residents expressed their gratitude during a community engagement
which provided them with the opportunity to access several government services including old-age pension and
public assistance.
Residents were also afforded the
opportunity to raise concerns with the
staff of the child care and protection
agency, the domestic violence unit, and
the Women Investment and Innovation
Network (WIIN).
Mocha resident, Rosalind Blackman said she was pleased with the visit
to the community by the team of officials from the Human Services and Social Security Ministry, and other

government agencies.
“I greatly appreciate that the minister is coming out to Mocha to reach out
to the women, and men, getting their
points of view on certain issues such as
the old age pension. We do have a lot of
elderly in here who do not have the opportunity to go out …and we do have a
lot of disabled people…. So, I was glad
that she (the minister) was able to come
on that platform,” she said.
She further expressed that the
WIIN programme will impact her life
significantly.
“I am so glad about the WIIN programme that gives us an idea on how to
like start a business…how to run it, and
how to actually go about getting it registered. I applied this year. I am going to
do garment construction. The programme will benefit me greatly,” she
explained.
She added that her mother usually

pays over $2000 to sew one school uniform with the cloth provided. She related that by pursuing the garment
construction course offered by the
PPP/C Administration, she will have the
clothing of her siblings, and other children of the community done for half the
price.
Another resident, Winnola Ramsay
shared similar sentiments on the WIIN
programme.
“It’s good. She [minister] can get
to talk to the residents one- on -one and
see a lot of single-parent mothers. I am
one myself. I am very glad that she has
a programme offering persons or mothers in need of assistance to help themselves,” she said.
She explained that “you know
what they say – women rule the world
of today, so it is good, and I am very
glad she has staff from other services
working on the ground to help persons

who can’t even get to move about to
visit the ministry. I am very glad and
thankful.”
Another Mocha resident, Teshana
Matthews said the child care programme will help her to engage differently with her children.
“I feel good about it because you
getting to learn more, and you hear new
things so I am happy about that. When
it comes to me with learning about child
care, it helps me to develop better with
my three stubborn children, so getting
help and learning to focus better on
them is better for me,” she added.
Meanwhile, Human Services and
Social Security Minister, Dr. Vindhya
Persaud said the outreach was conceptualised to sensitise residents on the
ministry’s services, and how they can
benefit, in an effort to promote community development.
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Agriculture to be centre of Mainstay/Whyaka’s development
WITH major plans for large-scale
farming and agro-processing to ensure
food security in the hinterland community of Mainstay/Whyaka, the relevant
authorities are putting agriculture at the
forefront of its development agenda.
Speaking on the sidelines of the recently concluded National Toshaos
Council’s conference, the community’s
toshao, Yvonne Pearson, who received
the certificate of title for her village a
few days ago, said she will be pushing
for more agricultural production there.
“Now that we have officially received our extension of land, that means
we have vast land, and we cannot talk
only subsistence agriculture, but we can
talk commercial agriculture now,” she
said.
Pearson noted that she will reach
out to the Ministry of Agriculture for assistance to clear the land, in order to give
support to 10 young persons in her community who are interested in the agriculture sector.
“I already have meetings in my village, and I have put out what we can do
in the field of agriculture. At the top of
my agenda is agriculture, and I am asking the government for support to clear
50 acres of land,” she said adding: “I

Toshao of Mainstay/Whyaka Ms. Yvonne Pearson

have at home ten young persons who are
ready to get into agriculture. Our plan is
for each person to have five acres of land
to start their farm.”
Noting that emphasis will also be
placed on strengthening and expanding
agro-processing in the community, Ms.
Pearson said:
“Agriculture is not new to us; we at

Mainstay/Whyaka are producers of organic pineapples. This time around, we
are not only talking pineapples; we are
talking the introduction of new crops; we
are talking fruits. We want to plant in
large quantities; fruits like cherries and
passion fruit that we can process. So, we
are talking about producing and processing.”

Pearson has already started working
on the old processing facility in the community, which, though it has been inoperable for some time, is still intact. And,
once back up and running, agro-processing will become a major key to elevating
the village’s economy.
“Before I came,” she said, “I had already cleaned up the whole pineapple
processing facility; we are rehabilitating
the old processing facility. I am not only
talking production in agriculture in the
fields; I am talking about the end product: Processing. I see that there is a future in agriculture; we already have
things like tractors, plow and other implements related to agriculture.”
With training earmarked to be a big
part of pushing the community’s agriculture sector, Pearson said:
“… New technologies; new ways of
doing agriculture, moving away from the
old-time subsistence farming, and that is
why young people are important, and
training is important… I see all these
things going together to develop agriculture, and ensuring food security.”
She noted that while the community
is known for tourism, agriculture has the
potential to become its main economic
activity.

Monkeypox: Guyana now ready to test for virus
Guyana’s Ministry of Health will
continue to monitor and be on high
alert for possible cases of Monkeypox,
as the virus has been detected in more
than 40 countries already.
Health Minister, Dr. Frank Anthony, said recently that the country
now has the capacity to test for the
virus, if the need arises.
Guyana’s local health authorities,
with guidance from the Ministry of
Health, are preparing to address any
possible case of the virus, locally.
“We have the capability, if it’s necessary, to do these types of tests, so
that’s how we have been preparing…
We did not have that capability, but
we’ve sent persons to train and they’re
now back at the Public Health Reference lab and they would be able, if it is
necessary, to run these samples; they
would have the competence to do so,”
Dr. Anthony said.
The minister said training was
conducted by the Pan American Health
Organisation (PAHO) and was rolled
out for Caribbean regions.
Symptoms of Monkeypox include
fever, headache, muscle aches and
backache, swollen lymph nodes, exhaustion, and rashes that can look like
pimples or blisters that appear on the

face, inside the mouth, and on other
parts of the body.
According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), Monkeypox can
be transmitted from animal-to-human
(zoonotic) by direct contact with blood,
bodily fluids, or cutaneous or mucosal
lesions of infected animals.
Further, human-to-human infections occur when someone comes into
close contact with an infected person.
Given the contagious nature of the
virus, the Health Minister urged persons to take precautionary measures to
avoid Monkeypox infections in
Guyana.
Additionally, the spread of the
virus is mainly associated with infected
persons travelling from endemic countries to other locations across the world.
With the recent outbreak, Minister
Anthony said the virus is not easily
contained, so it continues to spread
across countries, including some in the
Caribbean.
“What is different from past outbreaks is that this one is not easily contained, and so you now have
monkeypox cases in probably more
than 40 countries right now,” Minister
Anthony said.
Meanwhile, healthcare workers are

on the lookout for any signs and symptoms of the virus.
This comes after, on Monday, the
Caribbean Public Health Agency
(CARPHA) stated that Member States
should remain on high alert for the importation of viral or other infections
and monitor in-country syndromic surveillance systems for increases in fever
and rash illnesses.
“At CARPHA we coordinate public health policy and work closely with
our Member States and other public

health partners to respond to public
health issues. As part of our regional
public health management, we provide
assistance to Member States through
the development of tools for investigation and epidemiological monitoring,
and personnel are prepared to respond
in country to assist in the investigation
and control of outbreak, should the
need arise,” stated Dr. Joy St. John, Executive Director at the Caribbean Public Health Agency.
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Avinash Das: shared a photo of Indian Home Minister Amit Shah

Filmmaker Avinash Das arrested
for ‘insulting the National Honour’
The Gujarat police detained filmmaker
Avinash Das from Mumbai on Tuesday in a case
related to sharing on Twitter a photo of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah with arrested IAS officer
Pooja Singhal, an official said.
He was being brought to Ahmedabad for further action, the official said. "We detained Das from
Mumbai on Tuesday. He is being brought to
Ahmedabad by our team for further legal process,"
the city crime branch's Assistant Commissioner of
Police D P Chudasama said.
The Ahmedabad crime branch had registered
an FIR against the Mumbai-based filmmaker under
Section 469 (forgery) of the Indian Penal Code as
well as provisions of the Prevention of Insults to

National Honour Act and the Information Technology Act, as he had also posted on his Instagram and
Facebook accounts another photo of a woman
wearing the national flag.
The FIR against 46-year-old Das was arrested
after he shared a photo showing Singhal, who had
been arrested by the Enforcement Directorate in a
money laundering case, whispering something to
Shah. The filmmaker was also booked for insulting
national honour by sharing on his Instagram and
Facebook accounts a photo of a woman wearing the
national flag. A sessions court here in June rejected
Das' plea for anticipatory bail, as he had deliberately claimed the photo of Shah with Singhal was
taken a few days before the latter's arrest.

5210 Finch Ave East, Unit # 1, Scarborough, ON. M1S 4Z6
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Exxon seeks permit to drill 35 new
wells in Stabroek Block
Esso Exploration and Production
Guyana Limited (EEPGL), the local subsidiary of ExxonMobil, has submitted an
application to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to launch another 35
well drilling campaign in the resource
rich Stabroek Block, offshore Guyana.
The Project Summary for the ambitious campaign was uploaded to the regulator’s website on Friday last, while the
Screening Report compiled by the EPA
for the project was uploaded on the said
day, but amended and updated on Sunday.
The document explains that
EEPGL- the Stabroek Block operator- is
acting on behalf of itself and China National Offshore Oil Corporation
(CNOOC) Petroleum Guyana Limited,
and Hess Guyana Exploration Limited in
seeking an Environmental Authorization
to carry out the activities.
Notably, “The exact locations of the
35 exploration/appraisal wells comprising the Project have not yet been finalized. While some of the 35 wells will be
drilled for exploration purposes, it is also
possible that some of the wells may be
drilled as appraisal wells within the
proximity of previously drilled exploration areas. Therefore, four areas of interest have been identified within the
Stabroek Block as the possible locations
for the proposed 35 exploration/appraisal wells to occur.”
The Stabroek Block is located approximately 200 kilometers offshore in
Guyana waters, where EEPGL has conducted substantial exploration and development activities to date. If discoveries
are found at particular locations, Kaieteur News understands that subsequent
wells could be drilled in the vicinity of
such locations to further assess the commerciality of the discoveries. As such,
EEPGL outlined that its priorities and
schedules could therefore change. The
oil company said it will continue to submit the well information necessary to obtain approval for an Environmental
Permit from the Guyana EPA.
EEPGL, commonly referred to as
ExxonMobil Guyana, intends to commence the 35 well campaign in the third
quarter of 2023, signaling that if discoveries are made, well tests may be performed. Conclusion of the proposed
drilling campaign is expected by the
fourth quarter of 2028. ExxonMobil

The four areas that have been identified in the Stabroek Block as the possible locations for the proposed wells

Guyana made it clear that “This schedule
is preliminary and could be influenced
by new discoveries, determination of the
need for sidetracks, and/or well tests—
all of which could extend the drilling period for the Project. The same factors
could also influence the locations and sequence of subsequent wells.”
The company added that the
process of drilling these wells will be
very similar to the process followed during prior EEPGL exploration drilling
campaigns and may include mobilization, drilling, ancillary processes (possibly including sidetracks, well tests,
and/or vertical seismic profiling), and
demobilization. Exxon has not yet determined the order in which the wells will
be drilled as specific features and activities for each well are still being finalized. It noted that the details will be
finalized and provided to the EPA in advance of the spudding activities.
EEPGL currently has six drill ships
operating offshore Guyana: the Stena
Carron, the Stena DrillMAX, the Noble
Bob Douglas, the Noble Tom Madden,
the Noble Don Taylor, and the Noble
Sam Croft. The wells could be drilled by
any one of these six drill ships. The oil

company disclosed that all of the drill
ships are fully equipped for such drilling
operations. Further, if a well test is determined to be warranted for the Project,
the well would likely be temporarily
plugged and abandoned to enable the return of a drill ship to re-enter the well
and complete the well test at a later date.
Once exploration/appraisal drilling activities are complete, the wells will be
plugged and abandoned.
The drilling of the exploration/appraisal well(s) in the Stabroek Block is
expected to potentially occur simultaneously with other drilling activities, including: The Liza Phase 1 Project well
drilling and production operations; The
Liza Phase 2 Development Project well
drilling program and production operations; The Payara Development Project
well drilling program, installation, and
start of production; Ongoing exploration/appraisal well drilling operations
in the Stabroek Block covered under a
25-well campaign approved on 1 October 2019; The Yellowtail Development
Project well drilling program and installation operations; and two 12 well campaigns in the Kaieteur and Canje oil
blocks for which environmental author-

ization is currently being sought.
As such, the EPA has ordered that a
Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA)
be conducted.
In the regulator’s screening report,
it was explained “It can be concluded
based on the existing data, technical review and exercise of discretion that the
environmental and human impacts from
the proposed 35 multi-well exploratory
and appraisal drilling are known.”
EPA noted that while the likelihood
of some of the impacts from the project
were noted to be high, the severity of
these impacts’ ranges from low to
medium, once mitigation measures outlined, are implemented. “However, it is
noted that while the activity by itself
may not have a significant impact on the
environment, similar activities carried
out in the Stabroek Block may have significantly affected the environment.
Thus, given the number of exploratory
projects that have occurred in the
Stabroek Block and oil production projects that are currently ongoing in the
same block, then .., it is recommended
that an environmental impact assessment
of the cumulative effects of project be
conducted,” the EPA determined.
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500-acre rainforest safari, new eco
resort for Linden Highway
President Irfaan Ali has announced
that the Government of Guyana will be
placing heavy emphasis on the tourism
industry, as the country moves towards
the development of its infrastructure, especially with 2,000 new hotel rooms
slated to be completed by 2025.
Among the plans are a “one of a
kind” rainforest safari that will be completed along the Linden Highway. The
President made the announcement while
delivering the feature address at the sod
turning ceremony for another new hotel
being developed by Pasha Global and
Blue Bridge Inc. The Head of State explained, “With all these hotels, the country must be able to build an
infrastructure to support the hotels not
only from a corporate perspective…but
from a broad mechanism, a broad platform that will support these investments.”
Against this backdrop, he revealed
that plans are being discussed to develop
a rainforest safari. He said, “You go to
the US, they have Disney World; you go
to I think Singapore, they have the night
safari; you go to the Middle East, they
have the day safari. What we want to
create, we already have some of the giants of the world here; we want to look

President Ali (centre) at the sod turning ceremony

at 500 acres of land in its natural environment along the Linden Soesdyke
Highway to create a one of a kind rainforest safari. It will be the first in this region.”
The President is confident that this
initiative will drive a demand for tourists
to visit Guyana, but his vision does not
end there. In fact, he told the gathering
that the government is also presently
pursuing investors to develop a worldclass eco-resort. This facility, he said,
would give patrons the right balance of
sun, sand and sea.
According to him, “This eco-resort

would be linked to the sun, sand and sea.
That is why we are building strong partnership with Barbados.” He reasoned,
“If you have a family of 10, seven might
want to go to an eco-resort but three
might want to go on the beach. We have
to be able to have a product that delivers
to a wide section of the market and that
is what we are working on.”
The President explained that a few
investors have already expressed interest
in this regard. Also on the cards to boost
the country’s tourism sector, Ali said potential already exists in Guyana for Wellness Centers to help persons detoxify,

lose weight and enjoy a natural environment. Additionally, he boasted that the
government’s plan is to position Guyana
as a regional hub for health and education. “More people coming in, require
more services. When there is greater demand for services, then facilities like
these get a direct support mechanism,”
he pointed out.
Blue Bridge Inc. and Pasha Global
will be constructing a 250 rooms five
star hotel at Liliendaal, Greater Georgetown. The sod was turned yesterday for
the US$45 million investment that aims
to produce the first 150 rooms by 2024,
while the overall completion is slated for
2025.
During the simple ceremony, Project Director, Blue Bridge Inc. Lalit
Sharma and the Assets Director for the
company, Sanket Balgi noted that the
hotel would create about 800 jobs for locals. The investors lauded the government for having a supportive
environment for business development
while reporting a smooth, hassle free
process with the respective agencies
such as the Central Housing and Planning Authority (CH&PA) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

CRIME & COURTS

‘Fake doctor’ could face up to 18 months in prison
Mikhail Tadius McLennon could
find himself spending 18 month behind
bars for pretending to be a doctor, because the Medical Council of Guyana
will be filing a police complaint against
him for his unlawful actions.
Chairman of the Medical Council
Board, Dr. Navindranauth Rambaran
said, “The council has prepared a letter
to the Commissioner of Police (Clifton
Hicken) citing the reported infractions
by Mr. McLennon.
On Tuesday the Guyana Cancer
Foundation unmasked McLennon as a
“Fake Doctor”. Its founder Bibi Aktar
Hassan in a public statement she had
made via Facebook stated that McLennon had asked to be a volunteer with
the foundation.
He was accepted after presenting
a curriculum vitae (CV) purporting that
he was a medical officer/pharmacist at
ROK Pharmacy and had worked at the
Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC), the New Amsterdam Regional Hospital, the New Amsterdam

Family Care Center and a few other
places. The man’s CV also purported
that he had studied at the University of
Guyana, Texila American University
and Queens College. His references
were also listed as prominent and well
respected members of society such as
Chief Magistrate, Ann McLennon.
However, Hassan soon started
raising questions after people began to
point out that her volunteer doctor
working with the cancer organisation
was a “fake one”. She did some investigation and soon found out that some
of the things stated on his CV were not
true and decided to publicly cut ties
with him.
McLennan with tears streaming
down his face initially denied the allegations but later admitted that he was
not a graduate medical doctor but a
final year medical student. The young
man made a public apology but then
things went further downhill for him.
Both the Texila American University
and the University of Guyana disowned

him after they could not find any
records that he had studied there. The
Medical Council of Guyana said he has
broken the law.
Chairman of the Council, Rambaran explained, “According to the
Medical Practitioners Act 1991, Section
13 C, any person, not being a medical
practitioner who-pretends to be or hold
himself out as, whether directly or by
implication, a person practicing or authorized or qualified to practice medicine or surgery, shall be guilty of an
offense and liable on summary conviction to a fine of $225,000 and to imprisonment for eighteen months”.
Dr. Rambaran noted that the council believes that McLennon has broken
this law and has decided to file a police
complaint against him. He pointed out
that although the alleged fake doctor
had been working for a Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO), such bodies are important stakeholders in
Guyana’s health care system because
they provide medical services to the

Mikhail McLennon

sick and suffering.
The doctor is of the view that
criminally investigating McLennon is
necessary to deter potential imposters
from following in his footsteps. He
added that McLennon was not the first
to pull this stunt in Guyana. “The council has published names of a few persons in the daily newspaper who were
not licenced to practice and had asked
the police to investigate, however, none
of the cases had resulted in prosecution
but we were assured that they were investigated and served as a deterrent to
such individuals practicing without a licence”.
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DeNovo Produces First Gas From
Zandolie Field In Trinidad
DeNovo Energy Limited (DeNovo), part of the Proman family of companies, announced the delivery of the
first gas from its Zandolie field.
The unmanned minimum facility is
DeNovo’s second offshore field development to be completed in Block 1 (a)
on the west coast of Trinidad.
“DeNovo has once again proven its
commitment to increasing Trinidad’s national gas supply by safely and quickly
developing stranded and marginal gas
reserves. With an investment of USD 52
MM, Zandolie was completed within 31
months amidst the pandemic,” the statement said.
The Zandolie, a single well conductor-supported platform with a nameplate
capacity of 40 MMSCFD is said to be a
ground-breaking integration of renewable resources — making it the first design of its kind in Trinidad and Tobago.
DeNovo’s Managing Director,
Bryan Ramsumair also noted that this
critical milestone in the company’s second field development highlights the
drive by the team to constantly improve
and learn.
“We pushed ourselves to deliver a
greener and more local platform. The result is that the Zandolie platform is a
local fabrication which is 100 per cent

The DeNovo gas platform in the waters off Trinidad

powered by renewable energy – and
which will minimize the carbon footprint of our operations.”
Ramsumair added it is also the

company’s intention to on a regular
basis keep acquiring access to new
acreage for more projects like this.
“With Zandolie, DeNovo is demon-

strating that our future energy industry
can be done locally and with a lower carbon footprint – both aligned to the country’s development objectives.”

Jamaica Mom in limbo after UK denies baby a visa
What was supposed to be a dream wedding in Jamaica slowly unravelled into a nightmare for Tiffany
Ellis. First, Covid-19 prevented her from travelling
home, then the UK Home Office denied a visa for her
newborn son. This split her family in two and her
"heart broke".
The London mother of two spoke of how eight
months in limbo had affected her mental health, her
daughter's grades, and shook her belief in the UK.
"It comes to a point that you're so anxious every
day you don't sleep.
"I haven't slept a solid night since I found out."
Mrs Ellis, 28, remembers everything about the
moment she found out her son Xien had been denied
a visa to the UK.
She was born in Jamaica but has indefinite leave
to remain in the UK, where she has lived since the age
of eight.
Xien was born in Jamaica after the family became stuck due to the coronavirus pandemic. This
means he is not classed as a British citizen.
"I found the letter and just collapsed. I lay on the
floor and cried for 45 minutes straight.
"I was truly heartbroken, and that's exactly how
it felt. I felt like my heart was going to pop."
Mrs Ellis raised her son for 15 months in Montego Bay after being left stuck in Jamaica
Mrs Ellis and her partner Zarren had travelled
from their home in Croydon, south London, to Ja-

maica in January 2020 to get married, accompanied
by their toddler daughter Xianna.
But their plans were derailed by the global pandemic, with the family forced to stay in Jamaica as
countries went into lockdown and flights were cancelled.
As restrictions eased they were finally married
on the Caribbean island in August 2020.
Within weeks Mrs Ellis became pregnant. She
developed hyperemesis gravidarum, which led to
dizziness and vomiting so severe she was unable to
leave the house.
Her condition meant she remained in Jamaica,
where she gave birth to Xien on 20 April 2021. Mrs
Ellis was told she would have to apply for a visa for
her son to enter the UK.
Still without a visa for Xien, Zarren and Xianna
returned to London so Xianna could start her first year
of school.
"Me and my daughter were like best buddies. We
went literally everywhere together," Mrs Ellis said.
"Before all this, the most I've been apart from her
is one night."
Three months after applying, Mrs Ellis was told
her son's visa application had been rejected.
The official response suggested she return home
to London without Xien and support her son's life remotely, Mrs Ellis said.
She believes her family became a victim of a

"hostile environment" application system.
The system, spearheaded by former Prime Minister Theresa May, established a more complicated application process for migrants to live and stay in the
UK.
Mrs Ellis appealed against the decision, but said
she never heard back from the British High Commission in Kingston.
From that day she said she had "lived a temporary life".
"You don't want to plan ahead too much in case
things change," she said.
"I don't want to buy too many nappies and too
much food for example.
"You're anxious all the time. You think, 'will
today be the day they say I can go home?'"
Mrs Ellis's anxiety worsened after doctors diagnosed Xien with a kidney condition. She found no specialist paediatric treatment for the condition was
available in Jamaica.
Meanwhile, she says her daughter's schooling has
suffered.
"She was always top of her class in everything
and now she's falling back," Mrs Ellis said.
"Her teachers say she's lost her focus and is easily
distracted.
"I can see how the knock-on effect of me being
stuck is happening to her."
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T&T AG survives No Conﬁdence vote,
but still has questions to answer
For Chaguanas West MP, Dinesh
Rambally, lawyers led by Kiel Taklalsingh that supported a motion of no-confidence against Attorney General
Reginald Armour, SC, (AG) at the Law
Association of TT (LATT) on Friday,
should be commended.
Rambally also called for LATT to
release the official transcript of the special general meeting held by the association on July 15. The meeting was held
at the Hyatt Regency, Port of Spain and
members attended and voted both inperson and virtually.
The association’s members were
asked to vote on two motions: the noconfidence motion and whether a call
should be made for Armour to resign.
The motions were filed against Armour
over his role in an ongoing United States
civil asset recovery case related to fraud
allegations in the construction of the Piarco International Airport. Taklalsingh
and company argued that AG, as the titular head of the bar, had brought the
legal profession into disrepute with his
conduct in the matter.
Out of a total of 551 financial
members that participated, 317 voted
against the no-confidence motion while
234 in support it.
A total of 241 voted for and 310
voted against the call for Armour to resign.
At the UNC's weekly press briefing
on Sunday, Rambally said some members who spoke in Armour’s defence
were chairmen of certain state-controlled or owned entities.
He said Armour admitted in the
meeting that he misstated the full extent
of his representation of previous client
and former minister Brain Kuei Tung
and apologised to his colleagues in the
legal profession. Rambally said there
was a recognition by Armour that he had

done wrong.
“I am eagerly awaiting the official
transcript/record of the SGM from the
council of the Law Association. It is important that the public sees the statement
of the AG containing the apology he
made to members of the legal profession. Additionally, contributions made
by the various speakers should be digested, discussed and commented upon
by members of the public.”
He added, based on the statements
of some senior members of the bar, the
AG was able to mount a successful defence using considerations such as age
and lapse of memory, testimonials from
colleagues that “he was a good boy,”
and there were bigger problems to deal
with in comparison with the infraction
under review.
Rambally said the attorneys who
piloted the motions against Armour used
the only tool that was available to them
to hold the titular head of the profession
to account.
“It is clear, as Attorney General,
you cannot be hauled before the disciplinary committee, it is clear he cannot
be moved in other circumstances, there
is just no device under the Legal Profession Act to do that and the reason for
that is when you put that person there,
they are representing the titular head.”
He said Armour’s role demands
much more of him.
Rambally said some junior lawyers
were of the view that they were not seeing those standards set by him and it did
not paint a good picture for the practice
of the profession.
Even though the lawyers’ motions
did not pass, Rambally believes they
succeeded because “they got the AG to
come down into the trenches” and secured an apology from him.
Rambally also questioned how the

Reginald Armour

names of the 40 members, who signed
the motion of no-confidence, were released to the public. He added this resulted in people attacking them and
accusing them of having political motives.
Rambally said a social commentator spoke about their race and he never
thought, in 2022, that would be the
kinds of discussions that the society
would be having.
He said many commentators, how-

ever, said the motion was not motivated
by any malicious or any political motive.
“My personal impression of what
took place is a David and Goliath situation. You had these junior lawyers come
down there and they were very erudite,
they were very articulate, they were
even emotive in how they presented
their arguments,” Rambally said.
He added the junior lawyers were
very respectful of everyone as fellow
members of the bar.
“I was present and I did not participate in it because I did not want to give
any room for a perception that it was
motivated by politics. So I stayed out.”
While, he said, the legal profession
in its collective wisdom might be satisfied with the outcome, the UNC and the
public demanded higher standards of
TT’s high office holders.
He added that too many questions
remained unanswered. Rambally added
that the matter will not become “a
seven-day wonder.”
He said he was not saying this to
accuse anyone of anything but when the
transcript became available, people
might question those who spoke in defence of Armour.
Upon the failure of the motions,
Armour issued a media release on Friday saying he was humbled by the outcome of the meeting, he was grateful for
the vote of confidence by the majority
and acknowledged and respected the
concerns of the minority.
"I wish to thank my colleagues in
the legal fraternity for taking the time to
participate in the process. In addition, it
would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the Law Association for the manner in which it managed this entire
matter."

T&T Olympian Gold medallists get US$40K
TRINIDAD and Tobago’s recently crowned 2008
Olympic men’s 4x100m relay gold medallists received
a whopping US$40,000 from the TT Olympic Committee (TTOC) as part of its medal bonus incentive offered to athletes who achieve podium status.
The sprint quintet of Richard ‘Torpedo’ Thompson, Keston Bledman, Marc Burns, Emmanuel Callender and Aaron Armstrong earned the long-awaited
payday after being upgraded from Olympic silver to
gold for their 4x100m relay performance at the Beijing
Games.
Initially, Jamaica won the men’s 4x100m event,
led by sprinter Usain Bolt. However, in 2017, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) revealed that Jamaica team member Nesta Carter violated the
anti-doping code by testing positive for methylhexaneamine.
Jamaica were disqualified and TT, who had

earned silver, were announced as the new winners. The
TT sprinters were originally scheduled to receive the
medal upgrade in 2020 but it was postponed twice,
owing to the pandemic.
The five now former athletes received their new
medals in a short Olympic medal reallocation ceremony at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland, on July 5.
TTOC medal bonuses are distributed to athletes
from both individual and team sports who medaled in
the highest multisport games such as the Olympics and
Paralympics, to the lower-level events such as the recently concluded Caribbean Games held in Guadeloupe.
These bonuses will be paid out only for Games
under the umbrella of TTOC and TT Commonwealth
Games Association.
Local Olympic president Diane Henderson said

their reward was “long overdue for their outstanding
performance, effort and integrity after waiting 14 years
to receive the upgrade”.
Henderson joined the former team in Switzerland
for the medal presentation and said that “listening to
the pan version of our national anthem at the Olympic
Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland also added a high
euphoria to the occasion”.
An elated Thompson expressed gratitude to the
TTOC for creating the medal bonus incentive; one
which he thinks shows great appreciation for athletes’
hard work and effort.
He said, “There are so much of sacrifices that are
made, physically, emotionally, mentally and also financially by us athletes each year.
“The difficulty that it takes to prepare at every
level is one that comes with a lot of difficulty and we
are truly appreciative as athletes representing TT.”
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T&T PM announces new measures
to tackle youth crime
THE Prime Minister said on Monday that crime will be treated as a public
health emergency to deter youngsters,
speaking at the briefing at the Diplomatic Centre St Ann's.
He said a new anti-crime plan is
being formulated and that now was time
for action.
Lamenting a dramatic escalation in
crime, he lamented the "brazenness,
boldfacedness and impunity" involving
firearms, gangs and hired killers.
He said at the weekend's Cabinet
retreat, he and Minister of National Security Fitzgerald Hinds had left Cabinet
to meet Commissioner of Police Mc
Donald Jacob plus defence force leaders.
Rowley said he was satisfied the police,
defence force and Strategic Services
Agency (SSA) were all at work.
Lamenting crime was fuelled by illegal quarrying, he promised to curb
such activities.
"It is the Government's intention to
declare violent crime as a public health
issue."
The effort will be led by the permanent secretaries of the Ministries of Social Development and Health, and
involve the Office of the Prime Minister,
police service, Tobago House of Assembly and Ministries of National Security,
Sport and Education.
He said work has begun, by way of
talks and document gathering.
Rowley promised to develop a national plan of action, driven by a public
health approach, to define the problem.
"We'll identify the causes and the
risk factors. We'll design a response and
we will test the interventions that we are
going to make and we will implement
and scale up the effective interventions
and we will support continuous evaluation.
"The objective here is to enter the
youth population at various levels and to
begin a line of education which should
steer people away from participation or
being desensitised by crime and criminal
activities." He hoped to "generate a wave
of people" who would reject crime at the
level of their own person, home, school
and community.
"We will in short be preparing a
better citizenry.
"We are operationalising a response
to what is in effect a crisis. "
He said the Health Ministry and
others will advise and engage the public.
Rowley said Caricom countries will
pool resources towards tacking this
problem.
Asked about his hopes for this initiative compared to the 2013 Prof Selwyn Ryan Report, No Time To Quit:
Engaging Youth At Risk, plus the 2020
Community Recovery Programme led

Violence in society stemming from violence in schools, says report.

by Dr Anthony Watkins to curb discrimination, lawlessness, hurt and anger, in
at-risk communities.
The PM replied, "I'm not talking
about reports. I'm talking about action.
"One of the things we want to do is
train our young people in a way that they
will be guided away from a violent life
and a violent future, as victims or perpetrators."
Asked about the parameters of the
initiative, such as the influence of family-breakdown, boy scouts and church.
He said the diverse ministries
would each make their input into addressing the challenges at the level of an
individual child, school, household and
police district.
"Is there anything we can do? What
is the nature of the problem?
"It is a quite wide and broad tapestry of action. The aim is to squeeze the
criminal behaviour, the criminal conduct, out of the lives of people. But to do
so you can't leave a vacuum. It has to be
replaced with something else."
Asked the initiative's budget, he
replied, "That would be answered when
we see what the programme is. Hopefully we'll be able to find the reasonable
resources to make the interventions that
could come out of this action plan." He
reckoned the plan could attract international funding.

Regarding crime happening now,
he said the Government was maintaining
resources to police officers facing crime.
"We have a serious criminal element in our country – very well armed,
very well supported."
In May, it was reported that the
Strategic Services Agency (SSA) report
for 2021, as laid in Parliament, had said
younger and more violent gang leaders
were killing off older leader, with using
dancehall music as a recruitment tool.
"Newer, younger, more violent
leaders are emerging and existing gangs
are disaggregating with an accompanying level of animosity towards each
other," the SSA report said.
"These occurrences, coupled with
the branding and association with conflicting music styles and artistes, also encourage the ensuing violence."
Gang-splintering in hot spot communities could lead to the emergence of
new gangs, with new symbols and a
greater social media presence, all straining law enforcement staff.
The report said, "These newer
gangs are anticipated to be more volatile
as they try to establish themselves resulting in an increase in murders, injuries,
shootings and other violent crimes."
Naparima MP Rodney Charles, in a
statement later, chided Rowley's remarks
at post-Cabinet, against the backdrop of

300 murders in just under 200 days.
Charles said Rowley had clearly
thrown in the towel in the fight against
crime and handed over the country to
criminals.
"Today we listened in vain to the
PM’s news conference, hoping to hear
some sort of concrete plan to address an
out of control crime crisis."
Charles said Rowley showed he
was "unaware, unknowing and oblivious" to the causes of crime and how to
finally put a handle on the rising murder
rate.
He said in 2017, the PM had promised to use "every resource and avenue
that are available" to address crime.
"If these past five years have been
the Government’s attempts at utilising
every resource and avenue, Heaven help
us.
"The Prime Minister has proven,
throughout his seven years in office that
he is completely bereft of ideas, totally
incompetent and out of his depth. "
Charles urged Rowley and Hinds to
resign, and even offered to help draft a
resignation letter for the PM.
"Citizens are tired of hearing Minister Hinds and PM Rowley say the same
thing conference after conference, reciting the same to-do lists over and over.
What we need are results."
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West Indies' Lendl Simmons retires
from international cricket
Former West Indies top-order batsman Lendl Simmons has retired from
international cricket.
Simmons announced his retirement, on Monday, having played 144
matches and scoring 3,763 runs from all
formats. He made his WI debut in December 2006 in an away One-Day International (ODI) series against Pakistan.
The big-hitter went on to make his
T20 international and Test match debuts
in 2007 and 2009 respectively.
He last represented the maroon
against South Africa in a group stage
match at last year's T20 World Cup.
Altogether, Simmons played eight
Tests for the Windies, along with 68
ODIs and T20Is respectively. Simmons
scored 278 runs in his brief Test career,
while he made 1,958 ODI and 1,527
T20I runs respectively.
He also achieved two ODI centuries and 25 half-centuries across the
ODI and T20I formats.
Simmons issued a statement saying, “Little did I know that my international career would have lasted 16 years
but my passion and love for the sport fuelled me every day.

“I want to thank the West Indies
cricket team for the opportunities, and I
wish the new crop of WI players all the
best and to keep on believing in yourselves and your abilities.”
He played in five T20 World Cups,
winning twice in 2012 and 2016, and
also featured in two ODI World Cups.
Simmons is the Caribbean Premier
League’s leading run scorer (2,629
runs). He also competed at two Indian
Premier Leagues, Pakistan Super
League, Bangladesh Premier League
and Abu Dhabi T10.
He said his family and friends
served as “true motivators.” Simmons
thanked his fans who stuck with him
through thick and thin.
“There were times when the odds
were against me, but you stood tall
alongside me. Despite the ups and
downs, you all gave me the energy that
was needed to bat on for so long.
“To the youngsters, don’t be
ashamed to dream big but it takes a lot
of determination, focus and a strong
mind to get over the numerous hurdles
but it is all worth it in the end,” he
added.

Former West Indies top order batsman Lendl Simmons

Simons continued, “I never
cheated the game; I gave it 100 per cent
of hard work and that is why I was able
to play internationally for almost 16
years.
“I still do extensive training and
keep myself relatively fit, so my focus
is to continue playing franchise cricket
for as long as my body permits.
“Hopefully, I can continue to entertain the people of my region and all over
the world for a few more years as I’m
still timing the ball beautifully and beating bowling.”
Last week, Simmons’ former
Windies teammate Denesh Ramdin also
announced his retirement from international cricket, after playing 284 matches
across all formats for WI from 2005 to
2019.
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You’ll want to rush off the plane.
You’ll want to dive into the ocean.
You’ll want to switch your
phone to ‘Do not disturb’.
This is the magic of Barbados.

visitbarbados.org

