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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

MORE OIL IN GUYANA: Guyana’s oil resource is expanding even
more as ExxonMobil Guyana, on Wednesday, announced two more oil discoveries in the Stabroek Block offshore Guyana, a release from the company
said. “The Fangtooth-1 well encountered approximately 164 feet (50 meters)
of high-quality oil-bearing sandstone reservoirs. The well was drilled in 6,030
feet (1,838 meters) of water and is located approximately 11 miles (18 kilometers) northwest of the Liza field,” the company said. The global oil giant
stated these discoveries will add to the previously announced recoverable resource estimate for the block, of 10 billion oil-equivalent barrels. Above is
one of Exxon’s drill ships on the Fangtooth well, which will add to the country’s already abundant oil stocks.

LOCAL CONTENT ACT: In one of his first acts of 2022, Guyana President
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali signed into law the Local Content Bill as Ministers of Government, government officials, members of the civil society and the private sector
look on. The Bill, Ali said, “is the start of a dynamic journey for Guyana.” He said
the country is in its infancy stage in the oil and gas sector, noting that the development of the sector will bring changes to the country’s economy.
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INVESTMENT PROJECTS

INCENTIVES

Business Processing
Outsourcing (BPO)
• Back and front office functions
• Call Centers
• Outbound and Sales
Telemarketing
• Inbound Customer Sales Support
• Voicemail Transcript
• Medical Records Transcription
• ICT Business Incubators
Computer and Information
Services Consultancy Services
• Installation of computer hardware
Software Implementation
Services
• Network Management and
Security
• Software Development
• Application Support
Data Processing Services
• Web Development
• Internet Services
Database Services
• Data Warehousing
Telecommunication Services
• Voice Telephone Service
(Landlines and Cellular Services)
• Telephony
• Telex Services
• Telegraphy Services
• Facsimile Services
Utility Computing Service
• Data Centers
Business start- up:
• Venture Capital/Innovation
funds specifically targeted at ICT
Business Start-ups. Research and
Development

Incentives from budget 2020
• Removal of VAT on cellphones and
data
• Repeal taxation on electricity
• Reversal on VAT for
Telecommunications Usage
• Waivers of Duty
• Excise Tax
• Tax Exemptions on ICT
Equipment and Machinery
including computers and their
hardware accessories, integrated
circuits, micro assemblies and
apparatus.
• Zero-rated of Value-Added-Tax
on computers and hardware
accessories, routers, switches and
hubs for networking computers,
toner cartridges and ink cartridges
for computer printers.

Computer Software/ Engineering
• Software development
Maintenance
• Software Installation, Support and
Maintenance
• Device maintenance and repair
• Computer and Mobile Assembly
Factories
Hardware Retail
• Device sale and distribution
Training and education:
• Specialized training in areas
that would be needed due
the liberalization of the
telecommunications sector, for
example Fiber Optic Installer and
Maintenance.
Electronic Business: Virtual
Services
• E-agriculture (Consultancies and
opportunities to supply modern
technology driven agriculture
equipment and machinery).
• E-health
• E-tourism (promote Guyana as a
virtual tourist destination)
• E-commerce
• E -Learning
Other ICT-Enable Services
• Insurance Services
• Financial Services
• Royalties and License Fees
• Personal and recreational Services
• Smart Grids
Other Business

The following concessions are available
to investors (both local and foreign) in
the ICT Sector:
Utilities
The Government of Guyana will
facilitate negotiations with the utility
companies (Guyana Power & Light,
Guyana Telephone & Telegraph
Company and the Guyana Water
Authority) for the timely supply of
electricity, telecommunications and
an adequate water supply to support
employees.
Tax Holiday

Establishing an International
Institute of Technology in Guyana

The company will enjoy a full exemption
from corporate taxes for a 10-year
period, which will begin from the first
year of commercial operation.

Licenses
The Government of Guyana will issue
the Company with a VSAT license.
The VSAT License shall be utilized
only for the Call Centre activities as
described herein and no link outside the
business activities of the Call Centre
shall be permitted.
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ICT INVESTMENT
PROSPECTUS

Full Waiver of import duties and
taxes
•

Full waiver of duties and taxes on
all imported, machinery, equipment
and vehicles, which are deemed
essential for the establishment of a
Call Centre.

•

Full waiver of duties and taxes
on all imported materials, parts,
components and other inputs
required for the establishment of
a Call Centre which is not locally
manufactured, including cooling
equipment and building materials
for the operation of the Call
Centre.

Training Grant
The Government of Guyana will
facilitate discussions with the
appropriate international agencies for
training grants for the Company.
Work permits
The government will provide work
permits to specialist workers and
trainers (up to 10% of total employees)
who have to be hired from abroad once
they satisfy the criteria for the granting
of such status. The company must
however put in place a programmer
to train local labour to undertake
specialized jobs.

GUYANA OFFICE FOR INVESTMENT

Hon. Brig. Mark Phillips

Dr. Peter R. Ramsaroop, MBA

Prime Minister,
Co-operative Republic of Guyana

Chief Investment Ofﬁcer and
Chief Executive Ofﬁcer, G-Invest

“Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) continues to change
the way we live and conduct business
in the 21st Century. While Guyana
continues its quest for sustainable
development, ICT must be utilized as
a tool for economic growth and social
transformation. As Prime Minister of
Guyana, with direct oversight over the
ICT sector, I am committed to developing
infrastructure by providing an enabling
environment to promote the use of ICT
countrywide. We must diversify our
economy into a knowledge-driven one,
through innovation, entrepreneurship
and investment. ICT is viewed as
an essential component in securing
international competitiveness when
it comes to investment opportunities
to develop Guyana’s economy. Our
Government is committed to using
ICT as a catalyst in the development
of Education, Health, Industry and
Agriculture, by reducing transaction
costs, improving effectiveness, efficiency
and productivity.”

Expanding Guyana’s digital footprint is
crucial to economic competitiveness and
overall development. ICT has become
an integral part of everyday life for many
people. ICT will provide Guyana with
the opportunity to increase efficiency in
public administration and the business
arena, enhance industrial productivity,
and promote competitiveness in trade
and commerce, as well as improve
higher quality of life. The government
has liberalized the telecommunications
sector which in turn increases access
to cheap data and bandwidth to ensure
improved access to the internet,
increase ICT literacy, and expanded
E-Government. They will continue
to provide internet access through the
E-Government network and invest in
the ICT hotspots and hubs. ICT has
increased its importance in our daily
lives and it is hoped that the country
will continue to build on this so that
ICT literacy will become a functional
requirement for people's work, social
and personal lives.

Guyana...the Gateway to Opportunities

190 Camp & Church Streets, Georgetown, Guyana, South America
Tel: +592-225-0658, 227-0653 | Fax: +592 225 0655
 goinvest@goinvest.gov.gy  www.goinvest.gov.gy  goinvest

ABOUT GUYANA’S
ICT SECTOR

ICT OVERALL STRATEGY

The overall vision is a knowledge-based society which is globally competitive and
productive, and giving rise to the strategic placement of Guyana as a premier ICT hub
in the region.

•

Building ICT Capacity
Building ICT capacity by utilizing several traditional and contemporary training
methodologies to better prepare Guyana’s workforce for the technological age.

•

Liberalized telecommunications sector

•

•

Guyana’s ICT Sector has progressed over the last decade

ICT Job Creation and Business Incubation
Plan and implement novel initiatives that will foster the creation of ICT job
opportunities.

•

The ICT Industry comprises telecommunications operators, internet service
providers, telemarketing call centers, inbound customer support, voice mail
transcription, medical records transcription, and data warehousing & operators,
broadcast institutions, ICT education providers, internet cafés, etc.

•

ICT Economic Growth and Advancement
Creating an atmosphere that is conducive to the development of an ICT Business
Segment that generates wealth and prosperity for all Guyanese.

•

The ICT industry was improved by with two submarine fibre optic cables and
services rolled out in 2017 and 2019

•

•

ICT will bridge the divide between the Hinterland and Coastland.

ICT Outreach
Create awareness about ICT to facilitate citizen buy-in which is necessary to
support ICT transformation and a knowledge-based society.

•

Mobile Operators in Guyana: Digicel & Guyana Telephone and Telegraph

•

•

The ICT sector is under the oversight of the Office of the Prime Minister

•

There are over 5100 persons currently employed in the ICT sector majority of
whom are women.

Modernized ICT legislative and policy environment
Provide for a regulatory and policy environment that supports the growth
and sustainability of industry and innovation in general and the ICT sector in
particular.

•

Contributed to GDP US $140.46 Million (2018)

The government will implement measures to

•

Universal Internet Access
Ensure that there is ubiquitous internet access especially for poor, remote and
disadvantage demographics.

GUYANA’S COMPARATIVE
ADVANTAGE
•

Guyana is the only English-speaking country in South America
with comparable wages to Latin America

•

Openness to Investment

•

Guyana’s unique geographic positioning and its socio-political
heritage put it at the gateway of South America and the
Caribbean.

•

The labour force is well educated, with a high literacy rate, and
known to have a good work ethic.

•

Affordable Labour

•

Attractive Incentives (Utilities & Tax Holidays)

WHY INVEST?
Room in ICT driven by oil
and gas development.

Need for more Call
Centers.

Highly developed and
diversified human
resource base.

Demand for Computer and
Mobile Assembly Factories
to create employment.

An attractive destination
for ICT investment based
on the country’s time zone.

Venture Capital/Innovation
funds specifically targeted
at ICT Business start-ups.

Access to markets
regional and international
markets.

Demand for E-Tourism
(Guyana as a virtual tourist
destination).

Attractive demands in ICT
Business Incubators in
all sectors.

Modern Legislation
(Data Protection and
E-Commerce).

Room for Data Centers
as band width is getting
cheaper.
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Déjà vu for parents as schools fail
to open in the New Year
Just days into a new year, some
Canadian parents may be experiencing
a feeling of déjà vu, with most provinces
and territories — but not Saskatchewan
or Yukon — delaying students' return to
in-person learning after the winter holiday.
As positive coronavirus cases rise
again, fuelled this time by the Omicron
variant, parents in areas that are returning to school and those that aren't voice
frustrations and concerns while their
children prepare to begin a third calendar year amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
The fact Saskatchewan is moving
ahead as planned with in-person classes
this week doesn't come as a surprise to
Regina parent Rebecca Penner, who
noted "there's not been a lot of restrictions for awhile now."
Nonetheless, the mother of two
kids, ages five and 11, still calls the decision "disappointing," noting her concern about a new wave overwhelming
the province's health care system.
A music instructor who teaches private lessons from home, she said she's
considering keeping her children —
who've just had their second doses of
Pfizer's pediatric COVID-19 vaccine —
at home. A two-week delay could give
parents more time to monitor for post-

The Anderson family in Saskatoon: province made different decisions

holiday season symptoms and to get
their kids vaccinated, Penner said.
"We're all trying to make the best
choices we can for our families with the
information that we have," Penner said.
"Sometimes it feels like there's just not
enough information shared.
"It's hard to know what to do because… not everybody's going to be
happy."
Kyle Anderson's children — ages
nine, 11, 14 and 16-year-old twins —
were headed back to class Tuesday.

While they are all vaccinated, the Saskatoon father says his eldest kids have noticed how their province has made
decisions differently than other
provinces and territories.
"They're… not so scared or frightened [for themselves], but they are concerned because they understand that it's
not just about them," he said. "It's really
about our whole community that's being
put at risk."
Anderson, an assistant professor at
the University of Saskatchewan in

Saskatoon, said he'll work from home
for the next while, to be ready to support
his kids if there's any sudden shift to remote learning or isolation due to
COVID-19.
However, he said he recognizes
many in the community are struggling
amid the new burst of cases — from
those who work outside the home to
those who have immunocompromised
family members and kids too young to
get vaccinated.
"We're all in the same storm, but
we're not all in the same boat," he said.
"Some people are going to have a very
difficult time this wave because their
kids are going to fall behind."
Though her four-year-old had been
getting used to kindergarten, rising
COVID-19 cases in recent weeks made
Toronto mom Sumaiya Ahmed consider
keeping her son Zaid home after the holiday break. So, she admits feeling somewhat relieved Monday when Ontario
announced it was keeping in-person
schools closed until Jan. 17 at least.
Toronto parent Sumaiya Ahmed
admitted to feeling a bit of relief her son
Zaid will be learning at home for the
next couple of weeks, but also worried
about how the kindergartener will adapt
to it.

New restrictions frustrate business owners
Ontario business owners were fretting about the
future of their companies as workers braced for layoffs after the province levied new COVID-19 measures forcing some to close their doors temporarily
and others to limit visitors.
The latest public health measures announced by
Ontario Premier Doug Ford on Monday require
restaurants and bars to halt indoor dining and cease
selling alcohol after 10 p.m. starting on Wednesday.
Retail settings, including shopping malls and
personal care services, must reduce their capacity to
50 per cent, while indoor concert venues, theatres,
cinemas, museums, galleries and other attractions
are required to close.
The policies meant to curtail the province's
soaring COVID-19 cases are expected to remain in
place until at least Jan. 26, but businesses fear even
three weeks of closures will result in lost income and
layoffs and exacerbate existing labour shortages and
mounting costs.
"I'm just in the middle of nowhere right now. I
am really disappointed," said Andy Page, the owner

of Tomyum Restaurant and Wine Bar in Toronto.
"Every day I open my eyes and I see a whole
bunch of bills just waiting for me to pay and a lot of
people ask me why I still carry on. To be honest, it's
because I have no backup plan."
More weeks closed will mean the bills -- already high from rising inflation rates -- will mount
even further and Page will have to work harder to retain the staff he managed to hire in a tight labour
market.
The Ontario government tried to ease some of
those financial tensions on Monday with an expanded rebate program for businesses affected by the
new slate of closures.
Certain businesses ordered to close will be reimbursed for 100 per cent of property tax and energy
costs, it said, while ones required to reduce capacity
to 50 per cent will receive a rebate payment for half
those expenses.
Since Ford's announcement was made, Page
said his phone has constantly been pinging with messages from staff members worried about their jobs

and curious about what his plan is to keep the business alive through the temporary closures.
Page will offer takeout and use UberEats for delivery but he admits neither makes enough money to
replace being able to serve a full dining room.
He's just keeping takeout going because it will
help him retain customers and keep his staff from
hunting for jobs elsewhere.
"I am already taking money from my RRSP to
pay my stuff, but I hope they can understand I'm not
going to pay them as much as before," he said.
Ryan Duncan, who works as a server at a
restaurant in Toronto, said he's expecting a layoff notice from his workplace this week.
"I've got lots of friends in the industry and we're
all kind of just waiting to see when the other shoe
drops," he said."We don't know exactly what's going
to happen, how long this layoff and closure could
last, and where the financial supports are going to be
coming from."

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

Surely now part of our conversation has
community. As we have no clergy in the course, the other major priority has been the issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are
Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari- safety of the school community. Our team at sharing now is the solution across George- got to be how do we address the social issues
ous fields of education. 21 years ago we Nations has been working tirelessly to ad- town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup- and definitely at the same time take the necstarted School of the Nations which began dress thatand regain the peace and compo- port and training we are giving to our essary steps to deal with threats and viowith 5 children and has now grown to a com- sure we have had at Nations for more than students in Nations. I recently took a group lence. These activities have proven really
Dear Editor,
opportunities, jobs and employment
that flows from would be allowed to delay this Act from becoming
of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister stimulating and uplifting and are addressing
munity of more than 3,500. We have partner- two decades.
I WATCHED the parliamentary discussion from the sector. The point is, the previous administration law.
This violent action from a member of the school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad- some of the challenges the youth face all
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
beginning to end on the Local Content Bill which was did not do the work and things that were necessary to
The time for people of this country to have the
London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the public is totally new in Guyana and unprece- emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn over this country and indeed all over the
finally passed into law.
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Portion of oil funds to be invested in
improving welfare of Guyanese
SOME of the money from the Natural Resources Fund, which now stands
at approximately US$534 million, will
be spent on improving the welfare and
well-being of citizens, President Ali has
announced in his New Year’s Day message.
“It is for that reason that the new
legislation provides a mechanism by
which the Parliament will approve the
transfer of funds for projects and programmes that the government has to
carry out to raise your standard of living;
to improve your circumstances, and to
give you a better life,” the President said
as he noted the unparliamentary behaviour of the APNU+AFC last Wednesday.
Members of Parliament (MPs) of
the Coalition had disrupted the House
and verbally abused government MPs
and Parliament staff as they sought to
prevent the passage of the Natural Resources Fund Bill of 2021.
In his New Year’s Day message to
the nation, the President also noted that
the opposition and certain media outlets
tried to mislead their audiences into believing that he will be appointing the
Board of Directors of the Fund, unilaterally, and will have control over them.
“Nothing is further from the truth.
While, as President of this country, I am
obliged to sign Letters of Appointment,
the Board will include a person selected
by the National Assembly, all parties
therein, after consultation and debate
among themselves. It will also include
representation from the private sector,
which gives a voice to civil society in the
newly-established
decision-making
body responsible for overall management of the Fund; mind you, a decisionmaking body that did not exist under the
APNU-AFC Bill,” President Ali said,
adding:
“The Opposition brawl in the National Assembly was to prevent you from
hearing all this.
Of course, I know that you, the people of our One Guyana, expect to see
benefits from the NRF flow to you, to
improve your lives now; to deliver more
jobs and better wages. Therefore, it is
obvious that some of the money from the
NRF, which now stands at approximately US$534 million, must be spent
on your welfare and well-being.”
Every cent of the money spent, the
President said, will be accounted for.
“When transfers are made, to what
department, for what purpose, and the
results of the spending, all have to be
made public. It has to be audited; the audited report has to be presented to the
National Assembly, and, of course, the
PAC will have a chance to review the
Auditor General’s report,” he added.
The World Bank has projected that

President Irfaan Ali: full and adequate supervision of oil resources

over the lifespan of oil-and-gas production, Guyana could earn US$72.8 billion
in revenues from the multiple offshore
projects that will be operational.
The President contended that with
full and adequate supervision by reputable persons, nominated by Parliament
and the private sector, a portion of those
funds should be spent on improving the
lives of the people of Guyana; all of
them, and bettering the conditions in
which they live.
“Sadly, but truly, that is what the
Opposition parties fear,” President Ali
said, adding:
“They believe that if your government delivers the development, the betterment, the advancement you want and
deserve, they might become irrelevant.
They do not regard politics as a contention for better policies and governance; they regard politics as nothing
more or less than a battle for power. That
is why we had the display in the National
Assembly of violence and intimidation.
That is their default strategy; to whip up

antagonism and hostility based on misrepresentation, misbehaviour and mischief.”
On a different note, he said that all
Guyanese are interested in a better future
for themselves, children and grandchildren, and his government is committed
to delivering in this regard.
“So, as darkness sets on the old
year, and brightness rises on the new, I
announce that I propose two urgent actions:
“First, I want to create new educational and work opportunities for young
professionals in our country; I want them
to gain experience, and to become educated and trained to be owners and managers of all sectors of our society. While,
at this time, we must rely on foreign
know-how in the oil-and-gas sectors, the
ground must be readied now for young
Guyanese to assume those positions, regardless of their race, colour or creed,”
he said.
President Ali also said that his ministers have already been advised to im-

plement policies throughout their ministries and departments, and in the award
of scholarships and the building out of
training institutions to this effect.
“The second thing that I announce
now is my intention, as President, to
hold meetings with individual organised
groups of young people, including the
youth arms of all the political parties,
starting as soon as these can be arranged.
I want to hear their views; I want to learn
how they think we should shape the future of our One Guyana. I want to dialogue with them about the kind of
country they wish to inherit, and how
they will advance it,” the President told
the nation. He added: “My fellow countrymen, the next generation must be better than this one, if not, our country will
regress;not progress. When I look at my
little son, in all his innocence, I want the
best Guyana for him; one that is free of
racism, discrimination and violence; one
that is firmly set on the path of harmonious relations and equity for all
Guyanese.”
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Guyana tourism sector earned
$24 billion in 2021
GUYANA recorded 106,428 visitors as of September 2021, a 23 per cent
overall increase when compared to 2020,
the Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA)
has reported.
The GTA noted that the reopening
of the international borders has resulted
in a stark improvement in the visitor arrivals statistics when compared to 2020.
In 2021, most visitors travelled to
destination Guyana for holiday (64 per
cent); business (12 per cent), and visiting
friends and relatives (10 per cent),
among other reasons (14 per cent).
So far, Guyana has earned approximately $24B (up to September 2021)
based on the average expenditure per
visitor per type at US$1,060.

Regardless of this growth, the GTA
said it is important that Guyana maintains the standards that have been developed and adhered to, to win this fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic.
It also noted that a consistent level
of support is needed by tourism businesses to ensure that the sector continues
to recover safely. As such, through the
support from the GTA, there has been a
marked increase in tourism businesses
being licensed.
To date, 15 tour operators, seven
tourism accommodation establishments
(hotels, interior lodges/resorts) and eight
tourist guides were licensed by the GTA.
Additionally, 56 tourism businesses
were granted conditional approvals for
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reopening. The inspection efforts provided by the GTA supported the tourism
businesses with their preparation for a
safe reopening through a two-step
process which entailed submission of the
business’ written Standard Operating
Procedures (SoPs) to the GTA for a desk
review and on-site inspection of businesses to verify the implementation of
the SoPs and conditional approval by the
GTA.
The GTA said it continues to work
towards strengthening resilience and improving the product offering of the industry and has executed key training
sessions in areas of delivering quality
service, first aid & CPR, culinary arts,
green events/event planning, successful
taxi driver and more importantly hygiene
and sanitation protocols.
“A total of 1507 persons have been
trained for 2021 in these areas. Most notably, recognising the challenges that
communities within the interior regions
have faced in implementing the recommended health, hygiene and sanitation
protocols at a business level, the GTA
with support from Inter-American Development Bank (IDB Lab), Wilderness
Explorers (WE) and Development Alternatives Incorporated (DAI Global) had
embarked on a month-long training session in the Rupununi region,” the release
said.
Throughout 2021, the GTA noted
that its product development team
played a significant role in developing
new, safe experiences, not just for the
domestic but also the regional and international markets.
As a result of extensive product assessment, community outreaches, and of
course extensive training opportunities,
a record-breaking seven new tourism experiences have been developed and
launched during Tourism Awareness
Month, 2021.
The list of experiences includes
Warapoka, Santa Aratack Mission, St
Cuthbert’s Mission, Bimichi Tours, Taste
of Freedom Tour, Canje Sunset Tours
and Fort Nassau Tours.
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Locals to have easier access to
opportunities in O&G sector
THE Ministry of Natural Resources is set to open the door for
Guyanese businesses and individuals
looking to gain easier access to the oil
and gas sector, through the creation of
two registers at its Local Content Secretariat, which is set to come onstream
later this month.
This is according to subject minster, Vickram Bharrat, who recently said
that the registers were part of the hallmark Local Content Bill, which was
passed in the National Assembly, on December 29, 2021.
Minister Bharrat stated that the registers will be used as a way to bring together local expertise, human capital
and businesses, including those operating in the oil and gas sector.
The Local Content Secretariat will
move ahead with the establishment of
two registers now that the bill has been
signed into law. One will cater to the individual seeking employment in the oil
and gas sector, while the second will
record the details of businesses interested in providing services to the sector.
“We will start creating those registers as early as next week. One to deal
with employment and two to deal with
goods and services. So, we’ll have two
registers, one with names and the background of people who want to work in
the oil and gas sector and two, with the
local businesses [or] the companies that
would like to do business with the oil
and gas companies,” said Minister Bharrat.
Minister Bharrat noted that the
ministry will make the registers accessible online via its website, allowing for
all those interested in the sector to be
able to access information.
The Natural Resources Minister
further disclosed that the ministry will
also make available, on its websites, extracts from oil and gas businesses’ master and annual plans, which will
highlight predictions for job openings
and the need for expertise in specific
areas.
He noted that Guyanese can use
this information as a guide to join the
sector.
“We will take an extract from the

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat

master and annual plans and we will
publish it as well on our website. So,
every single Guyanese can go on the
website and see what are the services required by an oil and gas company and
what are the skill sets required by that
company. So, you can decide what career path you’re going to go into if
you’re a young person; you could go
and look up what are the positions and
then you decide, you know what, I want
to be a reservoir engineer. So, I’m going
to study this,” he said.
Since the establishment of the oil
and gas sector, many Guyanese individuals and businesses have benefitted
from job opportunities and income generated from the sector.
In December, President of ExxonMobil Guyana, Alistair Routledge, had
said that over 800 Guyanese have been
supplying ExxonMobil since the oil and
gas giant commenced operations in
Guyana in 2015.
Within this period, the company
has spent US$540 million to procure
goods and services from those suppliers.
“I am a firm believer — as it is the

position of ExxonMobil — that
Guyanese should not only benefit from
the revenues that come from oil and gas,
but should play an active role in the development of the resource as well,”
Routledge related.
He highlighted that, to date, more
than 3,200 Guyanese are working on
ExxonMobil’s local operations and almost the entire supply chain for the
company’s offshore activities has been
relocated to this country.
“To date, all of the major international oil-and-gas contractors have a
presence in Guyana and have steadily
been moving activities from the United
States, Brazil and Trinidad and Tobago,”
he said.
Routledge added: “This has created
opportunities for the Guyanese private
sector — whether it is build-outs for
shore base, warehousing, or waste-treatment facilities.”
He said that as ExxonMobil
Guyana advances its operations and explores new projects, it views involvement of the Guyanese workforce and
suppliers of goods and services as cru-

cial.
To achieve success in the industry
and “win work,” local suppliers need to
enhance their skills and capacity by
forming small partnerships with foreign
companies, which will transfer critical
skills and technology.
“This needs to be a win-win dynamic for international and local companies. International companies need to
feel welcome and can generate some
value for their investment in technology
and knowledge transfer,” he said.
Additionally, he reasoned: “Just as
other countries with large or growing
energy sectors, Guyana will need stable
rules that facilitate large-scale investments and set priorities and outline
achievable targets for the industry, rather
than trying to make rapid progress in
every sector simultaneously.”
Further, Routledge highlighted that
the Guyanese private sector would play
a pivotal role in the development of
Guyana’s energy sector and could use
the opportunity to build capacity, capability and experience for long-term international competitiveness.

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Over $7.5B in COVID-19 cash grants
disbursed to Guyana households
OF all the financial incentives
given to Guyanese over the past 16
months, government has expended in
excess of $7.5 billion on the distribution of the COVID-19 cash grants
alone. Once completed, this programme is expected to see each household in Guyana benefiting from a
one-off grant valued at $25,000.
In his official New Year’s message
to the nation, President Dr. Irfaan Ali
indicated that, under the People’s Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) administration, each of the 10 Administrative
Regions have benefitted from the programme, “…injecting critical liquidity
into the economy and providing a cash
lifeline to households, so many of
which were thrown into distress as a result of the pandemic.”
Admittedly, the COVID-19 Pandemic Assistance Voucher Programme
commenced under the former A Partnership for National Unity + Alliance
for Change (APNU+AFC), following
the March 2, 2020 General and Regional Elections. However, an audit
later found that of the 11,000 households, the programme denied more than
9,000 eligible Guyanese from benefitting from the grant. More specifically,
it was noted that the programme excluded residents of hinterland, who
were given hampers instead of the
monies promised.
When the Dr. Ali-led government
assumed office in August 2020, the
programme was boosted to ensure that
each household in Guyana received its
entitled grants.

The COVID-19 cash grants have been distributed to all 10 Regions

The first phase of the grants commenced in September, with a notable
allocation of $4.5 billion. During the
distribution exercise, primary households received the grant, while tenants
or other families residing at the same
address, were issued a ‘pink slip’ for
follow-up during the second phase.
Over the past 16 months, the programme benefitted from additional allocations, which also saw
approximately 16,000 holders of the
pink slips/query forms, being served.
Under the PPP/C Government, hinterland residents who were denied the allocation, were given preference.
Earlier in the year, Minister of
Local Government and Regional De-

velopment, Nigel Dharamlall, explained that the hinterland residents
were served first, as they were considered to be more vulnerable.
“It is very expensive to live in
those areas and they are not so accessible to services of the government as
other regions, and so we thought that it
would be best to start paying in those
regions first,” Dharamlall was quoted
as saying by the government’s Department of Public Information (DPI).
Additionally, the government also
distributed $1.73 billion to Amerindian
communities as part of its one-off
COVID-19 relief investment fund,
aimed at promoting entrepreneurship
and revitalising hinterland economies.

Within the past 16 months, the
people of Guyana have benefitted from
a host of cash incentives from the government, as a means of cushioning the
impact that the global pandemic has
had on their livelihoods.
As a matter of fact, a recent report
compiled by the World Bank and the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) showed that households in Guyana have benefitted from
more government cash transfers than
the vast majority of countries in Latin
America and the Caribbean.
The report, which is the results of
a regional survey titled: “An Uneven
Recovery: the Impact of COVID-19 on
Latin America and the Caribbean”,
pointed out that close to 80 per cent of
Guyanese households have benefitted
from either regular or emergency cash
transfers during the pandemic.
According to the report, only
households in Bolivia and El Salvador
have benefitted more than households
in Guyana with Haiti at the bottom of
the list with around three per cent.
The COVID-19 cash grant programme is just one of the many that
Guyanese would have benefitted from
in recent months. It was just before the
holidays that government announced a
special $612 million payout for all
healthcare workers across the country.
President Ali hailed the contributions of the healthcare workers, acknowledging the fact that their
sacrifices and efforts to fight off the
pandemic were deserving of pecuniary
recognition.

Twenty-ﬁve babies born at start of New Year
TWENTY-FIVE births were
recorded at the various public hospitals
on New Year’s Day and, as is customary,
First Lady Arya Ali, visited the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation
(GPHC) maternity ward and distributed
hampers to mothers.
In a message published on her official Facebook page on Saturday, the
First Lady, who is a mother herself, expressed how much her visits to the mothers mean to her. She described the babies
as bringing renewed hope and promise
of a brighter tomorrow.
“Though I have a very busy schedule today, nothing could have prevented
me from celebrating the miracle of
motherhood with these amazing women
as we usher in the new year. I was also
pleased to present the mothers with hampers and care packages for their bundles
of joy,” she said.
She extended her gratitude to
Predo, Twins Manufacturing and
DeSinco, for donating items for the
hampers that were distributed to the
mothers.
Six boys and six girls were born at

the GPHC, while six babies were born
in Berbice between the New Amsterdam
and Port Mourant Hospitals. Three babies were born at the West Demerara Regional Hospital, two babies were born at
the Linden Hospital Complex and another two were born at the Suddie Hospital in Region Two.
At GPHC, the first delivery came
less than an hour into the new year.
Shanaz Hamid, 25, delivered a baby girl
weighing over 3.49kg at 00:47hrs. A few
minutes later at 01:10hrs, 18-year-old
Aneera Bess gave birth to a girl weighing 3.06kg.
The maternity ward was kept busy
for the rest of the morning as the next six
babies were delivered before midday.
Still in the wee hours of the morning, 27year-old Tricia DeLacruz had a boy
weighing 2.81kg at 02:25hrs.
Twenty-year-old Brittney Barker
delivered the second baby girl of the day
at 03:54hrs, while 19-year-old Maria
Martins delivered a girl at 07:50hrs, and
20-year-old Madivi Tarochand had a boy
at 08:30hrs. At 09:59hrs, 20-year-old
Shellon Britton gave birth to her bounc-

ing baby boy weighing 4.57kg, while
22-year-old Teanisha Henry had a baby
girl weighing 3.52kg at 11:25hrs.
In Berbice, Regional Health Services distributed hampers and care packages to the mothers.
The first of the five babies born at
the New Amsterdam Hospital was delivered at 00:30hrs to first-time mother, 17year-old Heerawattie Seepersaud, who
gave birth to a bouncing baby boy.

Expressing her joy at her safe delivery, she said that giving birth on the
first day of the year to her first child was
a great start for her. She said that her
family was delighted.
It was after she began experiencing
labour pains on Friday evening that
Seepersaud made no hesitation to get to
the hospital. Her baby was delivered
shortly after her arrival. As she held her
firstborn, she became overwhelmed with
emotions.
At 07:19hrs, a baby girl, weighing
3.4kg, was born to 31-year-old Hemwattie Lalbeharri, of Betsy Ground, East
Canje. Just over an hour and a half later
at 08:53 hrs, 26-year-old Iyelia Mendonca, of Lot 8 Angoy’s Avenue, New
Amsterdam, delivered her baby.
Another first-time mother, 20-yearold Katice Fordyce of Number 30 Village, West Coast Berbice, was not
expecting a New Year’s Day baby.
While she was initially told her labour
might be challenging, thanks to the work
of her doctors, she managed to deliver
her baby without any hiccups. She gave
birth to a 3kg baby girl at 09:32hrs.
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Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
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(416) 282-8608
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this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
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Low vaccination rate among
children 12-17 in Guyana
HEALTH MINISTER, Dr. Frank
Anthony, is calling on parents and
teachers to encourage children between
the ages of 12 and 17 years to get vaccinated as there continues to be a low
vaccination rate among this age cohort.
The minister made the call during
his daily COVID-19 update on Monday.
“We have been administering the
Pfizer vaccine for the 12 to 17 age
group and, again, we seem to have hit a
peak. I think parents, teachers, everybody need to encourage students to get
vaccinated, get both doses of the vaccine. Later on, we will introduce the
booster for them,” the minister said.
Dr. Anthony said children within
the 12 to 17 age group “need to up” the
vaccination rate for both first and second doses.
Approximately 30, 410 or 41.7 per
cent of that age cohort took the first
dose of the Pfizer vaccine with 21, 740
or 29.8 per cent receiving both doses.
Additionally, the minister noted
that the number of hospitalised cases

has increased over the last few days. He
said 40 persons are currently hospitalised, with two persons being below
the age of 18.
“In terms of hospitalisation, the
numbers have gone up over the recent
couple of days, so we are now at 40
persons in hospital with 24 of them at
the Ocean View hospital and we have
six of those persons in the ICU.
At Ocean View we have two persons who are below the age of 18,” Dr.
Anthony said.
The Health Minister said Guyana
is also considering acquiring booster
shots for persons 16 years and older.
“They have considered [in the
United States] that persons 16 years
and older can get the booster dose so
that’s something that is active, under
active consideration here in Guyana.”
The minister continues to urge students
to follow all COVID-19 guidelines and
to get fully vaccinated in order to protect themselves on their return to
school. (DPI)

Child being vaccinated against Covid 19 in Guyana
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Over 750 informal settlers
regularised, 59 relocated in 2021
Guyana’s Central Housing and
Planning Authority (CH&PA) regularised over 750 informal settlers residing in Regions Four and Five last year,
while 59 persons squatting on government reserves were relocated.
This is according to Housing and
Water Minister Collin Croal during a recent interview with the Department of
Public Information (DPI).
“This is an ongoing exercise. There
are a number of variables that we have
to look at; first of all, we have to decide
on what is going to be the usage of the
area, and after that we make the determination on whether to relocate or regularise,” Minister Croal explained.
The Housing Minister emphasised
that the People’s Progressive Party/Civic
(PPP/C) Government has embarked on a
national housing plan that caters for the
housing needs of all Guyanese, and,
therefore, there is absolutely no need for
persons to engage in illegal land occupation.
“There is no benefit from that, because you will not be able to benefit
from basic utilities in a formal way, and
no infrastructure works will be done.

Housing and Water Minister Collin Croal

And there is also the issue of hygiene,”
the minister noted.
Last year, the Housing Ministry
launched the Guyana Strategy for Informal Settlements Upgrading and Prevention, a programme which seeks to
address, and, ultimately, eliminate squatting across the country.
The programme is being executed
in partnership with the UN-Habitat, the

European Union (EU) and the African,
Caribbean and Pacific Group of States
(ACP).
Minister Croal explained that the
programme will result in squatting being
dealt with in a more structured way, taking into consideration the increased
number of squatter settlements across
the country, given the influx of migrants
into the country.
According to statistics compiled by
the CH&PA last year, 15 per cent of the
Guyanese population, the equivalent of
just over 110,000 people, are living in informal settlement communities, while
another 27,500 households are known to
be residing on State lands in 231 informal settlement communities.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects
* Foundation
* Frame
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*Extension
* Demolition
* Painting

Inside Projects
* Plumbing
*Electrical
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* Tiles and Floors
* Complete Basements

CALL DAN 416-707-9223

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Ashkay Kumar is the star of the now delayed movie Prithviraj

Omicron causes delay of muchanticipated new movies
Since December 2021, the number of Covid19 cases in the country has grown manifold, possibly due to the Omicron variant. Although the
number of severe hospitalization cases and deaths
are negligible, the fear is that the sudden spurt in
cases can once again burden our healthcare system.
The government of Delhi was the first one to shut
down cinemas as early as December 28. It led to
the postponement of Jersey, starring Shahid
Kapoor. The sports drama was scheduled to release
on December 31. The year 2022, meanwhile, began
with the news of S S Rajamouli’s RRR being
pushed ahead indefinitely.
Yash Raj Films (YRF), the producers of
Prithviraj, have now decided to postpone their film.

“When you have a sure shot blockbuster at hand
that will appeal to audiences across the country, you
can’t gamble with such a huge product. Prithviraj
will massively aid in bringing people back to the
theatres and it can’t be released at a time when it
won’t fulfil this purpose. Business wise too, it doesn’t make sense to compromise a film that will rake
in the moolah at the box office. It’s a no-brainer to
postpone the film and gauge Omicron and the
COVID-19 scenario before taking a call on the next
release date of the film,” revealed a trade source.
Besides Akshay Kumar, Prithviraj also stars
Sonu Sood, Sanjay Dutt and it marks the debut of
Manushi Chhillar. It is directed by Dr Chandraprakesh Dwivedi.

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
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No place in Guyana for racism,
discrimination and violence: Ali
SINCE assuming office in August
2020, President Dr Irfaan Ali has disseminated a message of unity, promoting
a ‘One Guyana’ initiative whereby he
desires every Guyanese to come together
to end racial discrimination and work to
develop Guyana under a common love
for country.
“An essential part of my government is inclusion. Stop being defined by
race; stop being defined by politics. Start
being defined by our one nationality and
by our common love for our one country.
Let us lift it up together and by doing so,
let us lift each other and ourselves, One
people, One nation, One destiny,” President Ali said during his inaugural address to the 12th Parliament in February,
2021.
The Head of State reiterated similar
sentiments throughout the year of 2021,
and in his 2022 New Year address to the
nation on Friday last, when he stated: “I
repeat what I have stated from the very
first minute of my presidency, racism
and racial discrimination have no place
in a One Guyana nation.”
During his address, President Ali
was adamant that Guyana cannot develop as a country nor can the livelihoods of citizens improve unless it is
done together, as one people.
He reminded that over the years,
Guyanese cheered in unity for their
countrymen, such as Lance Gibbs,
Rohan Kanhai, Clive Lloyd, Alvin
Kallicharran, Ramnaresh Sarwan and
Carl Hooper, all cricketers, who represented the country on the international
stage.
“In our cheering and support, we
cheered for our own, paying no attention
to their race, and every attention to the
national pride they represented. That
symbolised, in the most telling and compelling way, that we have one common
bond and shared aspirations,” he said.
“We all want to move in the same
direction – towards a better future for
ourselves, our children and our grandchildren. I believe with all my heart and
soul that this is what the people of our
One Guyana want, and it is what your
government and me, personally, are
committed to delivering,” he added.
The Head of State noted that whenever “old, outdated and outmoded expressions of racism and division raise
their ugly heads,” the youth of Guyana
must renew his hope and strengthens his
resolve as young people have different
and more productive attitudes and beliefs.
In these regards, President Ali announced that it is his intention to hold
meetings with individual, organised

Government leaders: Prime Minister Mark Phillip and President Irfaan Ali

groups of young people, including the
youth arms of all the political parties to
hear their views and understand how the
youth population believes the future of a
One Guyana should look like.
“When I look at my little son, in all
his innocence, I want the best Guyana
for him; one that is free of racism, discrimination and violence; one that is
firmly set on the path of harmonious relations and equity for all Guyanese. I
know that every parent wants the same
thing for their children,” the President
said.
President Ali took steps to promote
building a single Guyanese identity and
to end the division caused by race and
politics in the country as soon as he assumed office.
During his inaugural address to the

12th Parliament, the Head of State announced the formation of a ‘One Guyana
Commission’ to be headed by Prime
Minister Brigadier (retired) Mark
Phillips. That commission, he said,
would be tasked with fostering one nationality and a common love for country.
In February, 2021, during an outreach to several communities along the
East Coast of Demerara corridor, President Ali also shared his intention of creating a ‘One Guyana’ where he noted
that Lusignan, Enterprise, Buxton,
Foulis and Golden Grove will form a
‘Corridor of Unity.’
“These villages will be part of a
pilot programme that we’re referring to
as a Corridor of Unity and Oneness; that
oneness will be stretched all across our
country as we build a future that is sus-

tained on unity and respect for all,” he
told residents.
Further, in September 2021, during
a meeting with Region Two residents at
the Supenaam stelling, the President
shared that there is a need for citizens to
transition from “I to we” thinking and to
see each other as just Guyanese.
\“All I want us to be is just
Guyanese. We must be proud of our heritage, it is part of us. But we are part of
a society that is blended together and is
referred to as a society of Guyanese. The
greatest accomplishment that I look forward to is for our people to come together under the umbrella of One
Guyana and embrace the opportunities
that will come your way under One
Guyana,” he said.
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Canada-Guyana Chamber donates
$77M worth of PPE to Health Ministry
The Canada-Guyana Chamber of
Commerce (CGCC) and partners recently donated some $77 million worth
of Personal Protection Equipment (PPE)
to the Ministry of Health (MOH).
The CGCC said it promotes and facilitates investment and trade between
Guyana and Canada; and Guyana and
other countries. The chamber was
launched on December 4, 2020. Canadabased Guyanese and CGCC’s Co-chair;
Winston Kassim revealed that $$77 million of medical masks have been donated
to the Ministry’s COVID-19 Prevention
Programme, thanks to the generosity of
the CGCC and partners, PRIMED Medical Products, Global Medic and CS
World Cargo.
With regard to the donation, the
CGCC’s Co-chair who coordinated the
efforts in Canada remarked, “as a result
of our bilateral partnership, we are contributing to Guyana’s COVID Prevention Programme, which is particularly
significant in light of the new COVID19 variant, Omicron.”
CGCC’s CEO, Ms Treina Fiona
Butts noted that “the chamber is grateful
to Rahul Singh, Executive Director of
GlobalMedic, Primed Medical Products
for providing the masks and to Chandie
Singh, Director of CS World Cargo, who
facilitated the processing and container
shipment to Guyana”

Treina Butts, CEO of CGCC handing over PPEs to CMO Dr. Narine Singh

“We must also thank the Minister
Dr. Frank Anthony and the staff of
Guyana’s Ministry of Health for facilitating the speedy clearance of these
items so they can be distributed to
Guyana’s healthcare facilities and work-

ers.”
Dr. Narine Singh, Chief Medical
Officer, of the MOH extended heartfelt
thanks to the CGCC for the timely contribution of medical masks and gowns.
Dr. Singh also remarked that this gener-

ous gesture will bolster the Ministry of
Health’s COVID-19 Prevention Programme, by supporting the efforts of
healthcare professionals.

CRIME & COURTS

Rape accused charged for trying to kill cop
A 29-year-old labourer, was Monday remanded to prison for allegedly
attempting to kill a member of a Community Policing Group (CPG), who
was at the time attempting to arrest him
on a statutory rape allegation.
The defendant, Jamal Reagon
Forde, called ‘Sugar’ of Lot 969 Phase
1, ‘B’ Wisroc, Wismar Linden, appeared in the Linden Magistrate’s Court
before Magistrate Wanda Fortune.
He was not required to plead to the
indictable charge which was read to
him by the Magistrate. The defendant
was charged with the offence of, Attempt to Commit Murder, Contrary to
Section 103 (c) of the Criminal Law
Offences Act Chapter 8:01.
Magistrate Fortune remanded him
to prison and the matter was adjourned
to January 31, 2022.
According to the police, after the
rape allegation was made against the
defendant, a member of the CPG attempted to arrest him but was almost
killed during the process.

It was stated that the defendant
was later arrested on December 31,
2021, for Rape of a Child Under 16
Years of Age, and Attempt to Commit
Murder. He has since been charged for
the latter offence, while the police are
still seeking legal advice for the other
offence.

Two charged in
Xmas Day execution
The two men who allegedly killed
28-year-old Deon Charles, executionstyle on Christmas Eve night in Albouystown, were yesterday charged for
his death.
Making their first court appearance at the Georgetown Magistrates’
Courts were 19-year-old Ezekiel
Hawker, called ‘Alpha’ of Forshaw
Street, Queenstown, Georgetown, and
father of two, Mickel Forde, 31, of
Critchlow Street, Tucville.
Both men appeared before Chief
Magistrate Ann McLennan and were
not required to plead to the indictable

charge, which alleges that on December
24, 2021 at James Street, Albouystown
they murdered Charles.
It was reported that Charles of
Middle Road, La Penitence was killed
out of revenge on Christmas Eve night.
Police reports had stated that
sometime around 23:50hrs that day,
Charles was standing on James Street,
when a white ‘Axio’ motorcar came
from the eastern direction and stopped
in front him. Investigators had revealed
that two men exited the car and approached Charles, after which a loud
explosion, suspected to be a gunshot,
was heard.
Charles subsequently fell to the
ground while the men re-entered the car
and drove away.Charles, who died on
arrival at the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation, was shot to the left
side of his head.
The investigation into his death
led to the arrest of Hawker and Forde—
who was said to be the driver of the
motorcar.

Jamal Forde

Forde was arrested at his home on
Boxing Day, while Hawker was apprehended in Suriname while trying to
evade police.
In his confession to investigators,
Hawker told them that he committed
the crime because Charles had allegedly shot at him in the past on two
occasions.
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Trinidad AG in hot seat after party
boat busted in holiday event
The station diary at the Carenage
Police Station states that businessman
Adrian Scoon, son of a senior government minister, called T&T Attorney
General Faris Al-Rawi while there and
being questioned in connection with the
party on board the MV Ocean Pelican on
Boxing Day.
The AG however denied this took
place. “I was not contacted by Mr Scoon
while he was in police custody,” he told
the Sunday Express via WhatsApp.
Excerpts from the diary state that
on December 26, 2021, Scoon “made a
phone call on his phone and invited No
14596 Sgt Adams to speak on the
phone”.
After a short conversation, Scoon
gave the phone to Sgt Adams indicating
someone wanted to speak with him.
In the presence of Scoon and others, Sgt Adams “activated the loud
speaker feature on the device”.
According to the diary, the male
voice on the other end identified himself
as “Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi…
he stated he was not impeding on the investigation, but his position was that the
vessel was not deemed a party boat and
it was his opinion no offence was committed”.
However, “No. 14596 Sgt Adams
informed the said person on the other
line that in accordance with the Covid19 Regulations the Ocean Pelican is
deemed a party boat and should have an
exemption from the Minister of Health.
The conversation ended,” the diary
states.

T&T Attorney General Faris Al Rawi

When police officers asked Scoon
to produce his Ministry of Health exemption permitting him to host a party
on board the Ocean Pelican, he reportedly told officers, “I was told that I don’t
need an exemption by the Honourable

Attorney General,” according to the
diary.
Scoon is the son of Minister of
Trade and Industry Paula Gopee-Scoon.
Additionally, the Sunday Express
reported it was able to confirm with

sources that Al-Rawi had telephoned
and held conversations with acting
Commissioner of Police McDonald
Jacob and acting Deputy Commissioner
of Police Erla Christopher on December
26, whilst Western Division officers
were shutting down the party and detaining patrons.
Several efforts to contact Jacob and
Christopher were unsuccessful while the
AG is mum on whether these conversations took place.
Scoon is contending that he received permission to host the event via
a Special Restaurant Licence issued by
the Customs and Excise Division.
Such a licence is required by places
that sell alcohol to people whether or not
they are lodging at the premises or having a meal there.
This licence and another Special
Licence have since been rendered “null
and void”, by acting Comptroller of
Customs and Excise Bernard Nicholas
by letter dated December 30, 2021, because it was not issued in accordance
with Section 45 (1) of the Liquor Licences Act Chapter 84:10.
In that letter, Nicholas called on
Scoon to immediately return the Special
Restaurant Licence and the other Special
Licence to the Division where he will be
refunded.
An internal investigation has since
been launched by Customs to determine
how Scoon received the licences since
instructions were given to have the application deferred due to restrictions of
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Haitian President survives assassination attempt
Gunmen unsuccessfully attempted
to assassinate Haitian Prime Minister
Ariel Henry during an event on Saturday
commemorating the Caribbean country’s independence, his office said in a
statement.
Henry’s office said yesterday that
“bandits and terrorists” had tried to
shoot the prime minister at a church in
the northern city of Gonaives where the
ceremony marking the 218th anniversary of independence was taking place.
Video footage broadcast on social
media showed Henry and his entourage
scrambling toward their vehicles as an
armed group began shooting outside the
cathedral in Gonaives.
Haitian media pointed to possible
gang involvement in the shooting, which
they said killed one person and injured
two more.
Gangs’ hold on parts of Haiti has
strengthened since the assassination of
President Jovenel Moise in July.
Police, who called Saturday’s attack the work of “armed groups,” were

unable to immediately confirm casualties. Prior to the incident, a local gang
boss had made threats against Henry in
local media.
The prime minister’s office said arrest warrants had been issued for the
suspects who fired on Henry’s convoy.
The attack has renewed concerns
about the safety of officials in Haiti
since Moise’s assassination.
Henry, whose administration is facing mounting challenges to its legitimacy, was sworn in as prime minister
barely two weeks after Moise’s killing
at the hands of suspected mercenaries.
The country has yet to set a date to elect
Moise’s successor.
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Ariel Henry: shot at during an event on Saturday
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JA’s James Moss-Solomon was ‘a
passionate patriot’
The loss of prominent Jamaican
business leader James Moss-Solomon
has sent shock waves through the many
lives he has touched.
Among those grieving is Executive
Director, GraceKennedy Foundation,
Caroline Mahfood, with whom he
worked closely over many years.
Mahfood said the board of the
foundation is devastated by the news of
his passing.
“I used to talk to him every day. He
had an incredible sense of humour. All
of us at GraceKennedy are just shocked
and heartbroken,” she said.
She continued, “I could describe
Mr Moss, which is what we called him,
as being very, very passionate about Jamaica and what was best for Jamaica.
We had a running joke that he was always thinking eight years in advance.
All of his ideas were like eight years in
advance of where the country was at.
The one thing I would say is that he
loved Jamaica. He loved GraceKennedy
and he was totally committed even in retirement to building the country.”
Mahfood said Moss-Solomon had
a special fund in the Grace and Staff
Foundation of his personal money that
he would donate regularly for the benefit of staff members.

Moss-Solomon was a founding
member of both the GraceKennedy
Foundation and Grace and Staff Foundation.
For his part, Group CEO of
GraceKennedy Don Wehby says the loss
of Moss-Solomon, affectionately called
Jimmy, has caught members of the organisation by surprise, adding that he
will be sadly missed by the
GraceKennedy family.
“Jimmy dedicated his life to
GraceKennedy. He was a giant and a
stalwart at the company for many, many
years. We're all in shock because we did
not expect his passing as he went in the
hospital to do a hip surgery and he had
complications coming out of that surgery, which led to his passing,” Wehby
said.
He added, “I've been in touch with
him and this is really unexpected. But,
the other thing I'd say about Jimmy is
that he lived not only in his corporate
life, but in his personal life, by the
GraceKennedy motto of 'We Care'. He
was a patriot of Jamaica. Always willing
to help in any way he can and after his
retirement, he dedicated his time as
chairman of Grace and Staff Community Development Foundation… and he
did an excellent job there.”

James Moss Solomon — was a top businessman in Jamaica

Moss-Solomon passed away early
Tuesday morning at the University Hospital of the West Indies (UHWI).
In 2012, he was conferred with the
national honour of the Order of Distinction (Commander Class).
He also has served as a Justice of
the Peace.
He was a former President of the
Jamaica Chamber of Commerce; a former Chairman of the Board of Directors

of the UHWI, and former Vice President of the Private Sector Organisation
of Jamaica (PSOJ).
Moss-Solomon also represented
Jamaica at the Commonwealth Games
and the Central America and Caribbean
Games in swimming and water polo.
He held the national record for the
100 and 200 metres butterfly between
1966 and 1970.

Parang soca star Kenny J passes from Covid
While many people hope 2022 will
be a year when the world finally defeats
COVID-19, it continues to bring tragedy,
claiming the life of beloved Trinidadian
Soca Parang artiste Kenwrick “Kenny J”
Joseph.
Kenny J, 69, of Coora Road,
Siparia, died at the Augustus Long Hospital in Pointe-a-Pierre at 11.25 am Sunday.
The retired Assistant Superintendent of Police leaves behind four children and ten grandchildren. His wife died
11 years ago.
His daughter Jeselle Joseph said he
began experiencing flu-like symptoms
two weeks ago and decided to get tested.
The result showed he was positive for
COVID-19. Joseph’s condition worsened, so he went to the Siparia District
Health Facility and was transferred to
Augustus Long.
“I spoke to him a couple of days
ago, and he was doing OK, but he was a
bit disoriented. He did not have the normal triggers to tell whether it was day or
night. He would call and ask how I was
doing. He was in and out of sleep as he
was under medication. COVID-19 requires you to rest,” Jeselle said.
Doctors would call daily to update
the family on his health. The family also

Kenny J — died in hospital after contracting Covid 19

kept frequent contact with him to let him
know they were well and asked him to
stay strong. Jeselle was satisfied that the
doctors did everything required for her
father’s recovery and found comfort in

their calls.
Kenny J joined the fight against
COVID-19 and featured in a Ministry of
Health advertisement to encourage people to get vaccinated. However, some

used his death to criticise the effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccines.
According to his daughter, the
singer had no known illnesses.
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108 to contest January 19
elections in Barbados
A total of 108 candidates from
seven parties and nine independents will
contest the January 19 general elections,
the outcome of which party leaders say
will be crucial to Barbados overcoming
the expected challenges to come.
The final tally was reported by election authorities as Supervisor of Elections Angela Taylor told Barbados
TODAY the Nomination Day process on
Monday went well.
Among those filing nomination papers minus the crowds of supporters and
the traditional hype, due to COVID-19
restrictions, were Prime Minister Mia
Mottley, Democratic Labour Party
(DLP) leader Verla De Peiza, and former
Opposition Leader Bishop Joseph Atherley who had former Senator Caswell
Franklyn as his election agent and zonal
campaign manager.
The Mottley-led Barbados Labour
Party (BLP) and the DLP are both fielding a full slate of 30 candidates while
Bishop Atherley’s Alliance Party for
Progress (APP) has nominated a total of
20 candidates.
Prime Minister Mottley, who cautioned that the country has some difficult
times ahead, turned up at St Matthews
Primary School in Jackmans, St Michael
to hand in her nomination papers to loud
cheers from dozens of placard-bearing
supporters decked out in the party
colour.
However, their expectations of
being able to follow their political leader
into the nomination centre with the
posters were dashed, due to COVID-19
limitations.
After advising her supporters that
the protocols needed to be respected,

Mia Mottley leading her party for a new mandate

Mottley paused to speak with media
workers in the shade of the trees on the
periphery of the nomination centre.
She said the country now stands at
a “very, very difficult point” and the next
administration has to make some decisions that will position Barbados to face
“some of the most difficult circumstances for the next 10 to 15 years”.
“If we don’t do it now, we will be
unprepared, and none of us will want
that. We have already seen how difficult
it is through the pandemic; how difficult
it is as consequences from the climate
crisis, with the freak storm and the hurricane [Elsa],” Mottley declared.
The Prime Minister warned that the
world will also face a number of other
perils and the Government must create a

platform so Barbados can become the
best they can be.
“And that is going to mean transformation in a number of areas; so that our
kids can have the best chance that they
can have; people can have access to
housing, people can have access to opportunities and people can live in a fair
and just society,” she said.
Mottley said she has a team that
will make the strongest possible case as
to why the BLP administration is the best
group to continue carrying this country
forward, and to protect it.
However, Bishop Atherley, who led
his green-clad team into the Moott Hall
of the Combermere School with no fanfare and under the watchful eyes of a police officer, said a BLP administration

would not take Barbados in the right direction and suggested that there was a
need for a change in Government.
“There is a pattern emerging around
issues in Barbados which suggests that
this government, if elected, would take
this country down a wrong path. Bajans
have to wise up to that and be alert to
that,” said the APP leader who had arrived at the nomination centre around
10:25 a.m, accompanied by his wife, Esther, Franklyn and other team members.
“There are some things going on in
the global agenda, they may be imported
here. It scares me that Barbados is hovering on the brink at a very critical juncture. They [voters] just need to get up
and understand, it is the future of Barbados, it is the future of our children,” he
said, adding that other burning issues
which need to be addressed include corruption, debt, trust and confidence, consultation with the people and values.
Bishop Atherley contended that regardless of the outcome of the polls, the
country needs a strong opposition in Parliament.
“Change this government, or if you
feel satisfied with what they are doing,
make sure that the Opposition in the Parliament, which has been doing its job, is
strengthened,” he appealed to voters.
“Bajans have to address the balance, the configuration that now obtains
in the Parliament of Barbados. Any government, whatever label it wears,
whether it is the APP… whether it’s the
DLP or BLP, cannot be allowed to go
into the Parliament with such numbers in
dominance that it can do what it wants,”
he told reporters.

Woman, father-in-law gunned down in T&T
Instead of celebrating the birth of
his newborn son and planning for the
year ahead, a Cunupia, Central Trinidad
man was plunged into mourning after
his common-law wife and father were
gunned down on Sunday night.
Police said Sharlene Lawrence, 28
and Roy Mahabir, 75, were at home at
Sampson Trace Extension, Cunupia at
around 11 pm when gunmen confronted
and shot them.
One of the men was wearing a police uniform.
Both Lawrence and Mahabir died
at the scene.
An elderly relative was in the house
at the time of the murders.
Adrian Mahabir, the son of Roy,
said the murders have left him shaken
and grieving.
In addition to dealing with the two
deaths, he said he now has to care for his
five-year-old son and baby.

He added that he and Lawrence had
been excited for the new year and looked
forward to buying a car
"I have a double tragedy to deal
with and I have a one-month-old baby
boy to take care of, He was born premature. Yesterday was supposed to be his
expected birthday but he was born early.
"This girl (Lawrence) didn't play
with her children. She took mothering
very seriously.
"We were expecting to get through
with a loan and we were going to organise to buy a car, because I told her I didn't want her to use public transport to
visit her father or to go anywhere. If we
had a car it would have been safer and
more convenient. That was our whole
mission."
Mahabir said Lawrence was a
cashier at Rhum Runners wholesalers,
and dedicated her life to raising her children and building her career.

He said his father was a retired carpenter and mason who worked hard to
support the family and would often put
the well-being of relatives before his
own.
Mahabir said the only way left for
citizens to keep themselves safe was migration.
"The only advice I can give is for
people to move out of Trinidad and go
somewhere else, because this place gone
through, Go to Guyana or someplace.
This place just have coldness."
Lawrence's uncle Derek Roberts,
questioned the mindset of killers, but
was confident that one way or another
justice would be done. He added that
both sides of the family would support
Mahabir and his children.
"I'm feeling it like if it's my own
child that I lost.
"I don't understand what's really
going on. It has me really confused.

How these people could do something
like this and wake up in the morning as
normal? Don't they have families of their
own?
"I keep telling people there is a God
and what goes around comes back
around."
Roberts's son Keshorn Carmona,
19, was murdered in 2018, with his
friend Victor Walker, in Tunapuna.
Roberts said he still lives with the pain
of his son's murder and called on the police to do their best.
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Simmons: Unﬁt Hetmyer letting
down West Indies, self
WEST INDIES coach Phil Simmons said batsman Shimron Hetmyer is
not only letting himself down, but his
teammates as he has failed to meet the
fitness standard forcing him to be overlooked by Cricket West Indies.
On Friday, the West Indies squad
for limited-overs series against Ireland
and England was announced.
West Indies will host Ireland in a
three-match CG Insurance One-Day International (ODI) series and a one-off
CG Insurance T20 International (T20I)
from January 8-16 at Sabina Park, Jamaica.
The two-time world champions
will then travel to Barbados to face England in five T20Is at Kensington Oval,
Barbados from January 22-30.

Hetmyer has failed multiple fitness
tests over the last few years which led
to him not being considered for selection. In Hetmyer’s native Guyana, the
left-hander recently took part in fitness
drills with his Guyana Jaguars teammates. Hetmyer failed the test.
Simmons, speaking to journalists
on Zoom on Friday, said, “It’s the same
old, same old. He (Hetmyer) did his fitness assessment in Guyana and he came
way below the required mark. Again, it
is something that is heath-wrenching
because you know that you are part of
this team and you have to keep a certain
fitness to be part of this team and you
keep letting down your team-mates.”
Simmons said Hetmyer is also “letting down himself.”

Shimron Hetmyer (right) of Guyana Amazon Warriors hits a four

T&T Bobsledders hope for good showing
THE Cricket West Indies (CWI)
interim selection panel has announced
the squads for the forthcoming series
against Ireland and England. A notable
absence on the T20 squad for the oneoff T20 against Ireland is veteran batsman Chris Gayle.
Gayle, 42, was expected to get a
send-off in front of his home crowd at
Sabina Park, Jamaica.
However, the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural Development in
Jamaica announced this week that no
fans will be allowed at forthcoming
sporting events due to the covid19 pandemic.
West Indies will host Ireland in a
three-match CG Insurance One-Day International (ODI) series and a one-off
CG Insurance T20 International (T20I)
from January 8-16 at Sabina Park.
The two-time world champions
will then travel to Barbados to face
England in five T20Is at Kensington
Oval, Barbados from January 22-30.
Making a return to the white-ball
squads are captain Kieron Pollard, who
missed the recent tour of Pakistan due
to a lingering hamstring injury, and
Jason Holder, who was rested for the
tour.
Opener Evin Lewis and pace
bowler Anderson Phillip are unavailable because of recent covid19-positive
tests snd all-rounder Fabian Allen has
recovered from ankle injury, but is unavailable for the Ireland series also
owing to a covid19-positive test.
Left-arm pace bowler Obed
McCoy is unavailable because of rehab
for a shin injury.
The CG Insurance ODI series between West Indies and Ireland will form
part of the ICC Men’s Cricket World

Chris Gayle — blanked by Cricket West Inidies for next two series

Cup Super League, in which the top
seven teams can secure automatic qualification for the ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup 2023 in India.
WEST INDIES SQUADS –
ODIs vs Ireland: Kieron Pollard
(captain), Shai Hope (vice captain),
Shamarh Brooks, Roston Chase, Justin
Greaves, Jason Holder, Akeal Hosein,
Alzarri Joseph,, Gudakesh Motie, Jayden Seales, Nicholas Pooran, Romario
Shepherd, Odean Smith, Devon
Thomas.
Covid19 Reserves: Keacy Carty,
Sheldon Cottrell

T20Is vs Ireland and England:
Kieron Pollard (captain), Nicholas
Pooran (vice-captain), Fabian Allen
(England T20Is only), Darren Bravo
(England T20Is only), Roston Chase,
Sheldon Cottrell, Dominic Drakes, Shai
Hope, Akeal Hosein, Jason Holder,
Brandon King, Kyle Mayers, Rovman
Powell, Romario Shepherd, Odean
Smith, Hayden Walsh Jr.
Covid19 Reserves: Jayden Seales,
Alzarri Joseph, Devon Thomas
MATCH SCHEDULE
Ireland Series at Sabina Park, Jamaica

January 8: 1st CG Insurance ODI
(10.30 am TT time)
January 11: 2nd CG Insurance
ODI (10.30 am)
January 14: 3rd CG Insurance ODI
(10.30 am)
January 16: One-off T20I (5 pm)
England series at Kensington
Oval, Barbados
January 22: 1st T20I (4pm TT
time)
January 23: 2nd T20I (4pm)
January 26: 3rd T20I (4pm)
January 29: 4th T20I (4pm)
January 30: 5th T20I (4pm)
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Guyana Harpy Eagles: new name for
country’s national cricket team
FROM Guyana Jaguars to
Guyana Amazon Jaguars to now
Guyana Harpy Eagles – the new name
for the national men’s franchise team.
This announcement was made
Tuesday via a press release from the
Guyana Cricket Board (GCB).
“The Guyana Cricket Board
(GCB) wishes to inform the general
public that it was brought to its attention that the current name of the
Guyana Regional Franchise cricket
team, the Guyana Amazon Jaguars, has
caused some level of confusion with
the Caribbean Premier League Franchise Team, the Guyana Amazon Warriors,” the GCB said in a release.
“For the sake of clarity and to
avoid any further and unnecessary
confusion, GCB has made a decision

to rename the Guyana Regional Franchise cricket team. The new name is
‘GUYANA HARPY EAGLES.”
It was explained in December that
stemming from legal reasons GCB had
taken a decision to change the country’s senior male franchise team,
Guyana Jaguars, to Guyana Amazon
Jaguars.
Guyana Amazon Warriors is the
country’s privately-owned franchise
team that competes in the Caribbean
Premier League (CPL).
According to GCB president, Bissoondyal Singh, Cricket Guyana Inc.
(CGI), who previously managed the
Jaguars, is a “private entity” and they
still have not gained control over such
and the corresponding accounts.
“It must be noted that in the other

Bissoondyal Singh

territories, CWI (Cricket West Indies)
affiliate boards own the franchise company; this is not the case in Guyana.
The Guyana Cricket Board does not

own CGI, and this, along with other
reasons, has caused the GCB to effect
a name change of the national franchise team,” the GCB president explained at the press briefing which
lasted over two hours.
Singh, who is also a CWI Director and sits on the Financial Committee, added, “We have asked Cricket
West Indies to deal directly with the
GCB and no third party.”
Now that the GCB has rebranded
the team, they will issue new contracts
to the players and appoint coaches, and
potentially be able to soon access the
Cricket Development Fund.
CGI was created when CWI
launched its Professional Cricket
League (PCL) for senior male FourDay and 50-over cricket in 2014.
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Buying or selling a home is the
largest financial commitment you
will ever make
TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS
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You will enjoy our professional and
enthusiastic style of doing business and our
knowledge of the real estate market.
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Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Let us teach
you how to
make money
in real estate
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