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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

Prominent lawyer
Roop Sharma passes
Prominent Toronto lawyer
Roopnarine Sharma has passed on.
The 89 year-old community advocate, who was President of the
Canadian Hindu Organization, died
at his home in the city on Sunday.
He was predeceased by his wife
Dhani and leaves to mourn his five
children -- Prabha Bassoo, Ishwar
Sharma, LL.B.; Astuti Sharma,
Kamla Sharma and Mala Singh -- as
well his brother Chet and several
grandchildren.
The Caribbean community will
remember Mr Sharma as an advocate for them, dedicating his legal
career to helping many regularize
their status in this country. Under his
watch, there were many landmark
decisions that up today impact on

how immigration is guided in
Canada.
In addition to his law practice at
Sharma and Sharma in Toronto, Mr
Sharma served as President of the
Canadian Hindu Organization, and
as a Pandit, was chairman of the
Canadian Pandits Parishad. He was
also one of the founders of the Gyatri Mandir, one of the oldest Hindu
temples in the country.
The viewing for Mr Sharma
will be held on Friday afternoon,
and the cremation will be held on
Saturday..
In these photos at left is Mr
Sharma with his wife Dhani, and the
eminent lawyer with his children in
happier times.
See Editorial on Page 6
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Ontario gov’t conﬁrms schools will
reopen on January 17
Schools across Ontario will reopen
for in-person learning next Monday, a
spokesperson for Premier Doug Ford
has confirmed.
"As planned and previously announced, students will return to in-person learning on Monday, January 17,"
Ford's director of media relations Ivana
Yelich said in an email.
The Toronto Star first reported the
news on Monday night.
Last week, amid surging COVID19 cases fuelled by the Omicron variant,
the Ontario government moved all publicly funded and private schools to remote learning.
Ford said the government couldn't
guarantee schools would be fully
staffed, with so many teachers expected
to be off sick. The schools were expected to be closed for at least two
weeks.
Ford's Jan. 3 announcement came
just days after Dr. Kieran Moore, Ontario's chief medical officer of health,
said the return to school would be
pushed back but would still be in-person. Moore had said the province
wanted to give schools extra time to
provide N95 masks to staff and to deploy 3,000 HEPA filter units.
Ford had said schools would re-

After a two week delay, schools in Ontario will reopen on January 17

open for in-person learning on Jan. 17,
however many wondered if that date
would be delayed.
Teachers unions say they weren't
consulted
Meanwhile, the heads of two of the
province's largest teachers unions say
they weren't consulted about the decision, and are left wondering how
schools are any safer than they were last
week.
Karen Brown, president of the El-

ementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario, told CBC News on Tuesday that
the province should have given education workers a heads-up.
"We had to find out via social
media," Brown said. "The courtesy wasn't extended to us. It really sent the message to education workers that they're
not valued. I think a critical decision
like this should have been communicated to us."
Karen Littlewood, president of the

Ontario Secondary School Teachers'
Federation, said she similarly found out
about the decision online, and doesn't
know what metrics the government is
basing it on. Some educators are excited
to be going back, she said. "But that is
definitely not the majority of voices I'm
hearing," Littlewood said.
"I don't know how the government
is saying everybody go back is the right
answer right now without any of the
data to back up a decision like that."

Medical ﬁrst in US as man gets pig’s heart
In a medical first, doctors have transplanted a
pig heart into a patient, in a last-ditch effort to save
his life. And three days after the highly experimental
surgery, a Maryland hospital said Monday that the
patient is doing well.
While it's too soon to know if the operation really will work, it marks a step in the decades-long
quest to one day use animal organs for life-saving
transplants. Doctors at the University of Maryland
Medical Center, near Baltimore, say the transplant
showed that a heart from a genetically modified animal can function in the human body without immediate rejection.
The patient, David Bennett, 57, knew there was
no guarantee the experiment would work, but he was
dying, ineligible for a human heart transplant and
had no other option, his son told The Associated
Press.
"It was either die or do this transplant. I want
to live," Bennett said a day before the surgery, according to a statement provided by the University of

Maryland School of Medicine. "I know it's a shot in
the dark, but it's my last choice."
There's a huge shortage of human organs donated for transplant, driving scientists to try to figure
out how to use animal organs instead.
Last year in the U.S., there were just over 3,800
heart transplants — a record number — according
to the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNO),
which oversees the nation's transplant system.
Numbers are also up in Canada. In 2019, more
than 3,000 organ transplant procedures in total were
performed, an increase of 42 per cent since 2010, according to the latest data from the Canadian Organ
Replacement Register (CORR) — a pan-Canadian
information system for organ failure in Canada.
"If this works, there will be an endless supply
of these organs for patients who are suffering," said
Dr. Muhammad Mohiuddin, scientific director of the
animal-to-human transplant program at the University of Maryland.
Pig-to-human transplants come a step closer

with kidney experiment
But prior attempts at such transplants — or
xenotransplantation — have failed, largely because
patients' bodies rapidly rejected the animal organs.
Notably, in 1984, Baby Fae, a dying infant, lived 21
days with a baboon heart.
The difference this time: The Maryland surgeons used a heart from a pig that had undergone
gene-editing to remove a sugar in its cells that's responsible for that hyper-fast organ rejection.
"The big issue with the story is that with transplants, the issue is always that you need to find a
match, and your body will very quickly reject a heart
from another species," Dr. Christopher Labos, a
Montreal-based cardiologist, told CBC News in an
email exchange.
"The interesting thing to me is that they were
able to make a genetically modified pig that suppressed the cell markers that would lead to rejection.
That's very interesting, going forward."

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Stop the
games,
AG
Williams
RIP, Roop Sharma

The decision by Guyana Attorney General Once
Basil Williams
to file iftwo
of
in a lifetime,
weappeals
are lucky,
the
decision
by
Chief
Justice
Roxanne
we encounter a person whose mission

findings
thatbe
last
inGeorge-Wiltshire’s
life, it would seem,
would
toDeencember’s
vote against the
rich
othersNo-confidence
around him/her.
government
was
constitutional,
And we would be failingisingrasping
our
at straws.
mission
as a recorder of history if we
“The
Honourable such
Chief people,
Justice Roxfail to
acknowledge
in life
anne
George-Wiltshire
erred
and
misdias well as in death.
rected
herselfwe
in pay
law when
shetoruled
that
Today,
tribute
one such
the motion
of no-confidence
diviperson.
Roop
Sharma cameupon
froma humsion
vote of 33:32
members to
of Canada,
the National
ble
beginnings
in Guyana
Assembly
was
validly
passed
as
the requiwhere as a young man he graduated
site majority
of all theofelected
members
from
the University
Windsor
Law of
the National
Assembly, pursuant to article
School
in 1974.
106 From
(6) of the
constitution,”
thesay
Attorney
there,
it is safe to
he
General
contends
in
his
appeal.
never looked back.
In
her decision,
George-Wiltshire
Sharma
set upCJ
shop
in an old
explained
that
in
getting
a
majority,
CIBC bank building at the cornerone
of
side
must
acquire
one
more
than
the
other
Gerrard and Pape Streets in downtown
side. An absolute
majority,
she said,
as
Toronto,
a place that
became
a beacon
specified
by
the
constitution,
is
a
majority
for many immigrants coming to
Canada to seek their own fortunes.
He quickly established himself as
the premier immigration lawyer in this
country, and inspired many landmark
Dear Friends,
decisions
in this area that changed the
My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years
course of immigration in Canada forago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í
ever.
community. As we have no clergy in the
The Sharma Law Firm quickly beBahá’í Faith we found employment in varicame Sharma and Sharma, it’s big sign
ous fields of education. 21 years ago we
beckoning those desperate to regularize
started School of the Nations which began
their status in a new country. The secwith 5 children and has now grown to a comond Sharma on the sign at first indi-

of all Members of Parliament present re-

Legal minds everywhere have said that

gardless
they areChet,
present
or not.
cated
hisifbrother
who
hasThe
also
chief
justice
concluded
that
an
absolute
distinguished himself as a top notch majority is Today
33.
lawyer.
it stands as a testament
As such,legacy,
she ruled,
the Sharma
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conto Roop’s
as the
now
stitutionally
allowed,
and
therefore
legal.
occupying its hallowed halls is his son
This means
the Granger
Ishwar,
whothat
carries
on his government
father’s
must abide by the constitution, which says
work.
they must
call elections
It wasstep
notdown
onlyand
in law,
however,
within
90
days
of
the
date
of
the
no confithat Roop made his mark. A devout
dence vote,
which
was December
2018.
Hindu,
he also
quickly
assumed21,
a leadIt isrole
reasonable
to expect that
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in the Canadian
Hindu
Granger
administration,
which
is
ganization, taking on a positionsworn
as to
uphold the constitution,
will abide
it,
President,
and then became
the by
chairnow that
its Canada
bid to overturn
theParishad.
vote has
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of the
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been
found
lacking.
He also was one of the founders of the
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to do He
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an illegal
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was
the go-to
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for any advice Hindus in Canada
The move
needed
aboutby
theWilliams,
practicetherefore,
of their faith.
seemsIndeed,
to us just
another
attempt
to forestall
his work in this area
of rethe
inevitable
in
a
desperate
bid
to
hold
ligion and culture earned him numer-on
to power.
ous
awards, among them the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Canadian
South Asian Lawyers Association in
2013. Some of Canada’s top politicians
at the time were there to honour Roop
great amount of time and effort has now been
at
the awards ceremony, among them
devoted to my own care in one of the very
former BC Premier Usal Dosanjh, BC
good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of
Minister Bal Gosal and MP Parm Gill.
course, the other major priority has been the
That same year Roop also resafety of the school community. Our team at
ceived another Lifetime Achivement
Nations has been working tirelessly to adAward, this time from then Mississauga
dress thatand regain the peace and compoMayor Hazel McCallion, witnessed by
sure we have had at Nations for more than
MPs Brad Butt, Dr Kristy Duncan and

bring them into disrepute.
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governmentCouncillor
has no ground
stand on
Mississauga
RontoStar.
via this
latest
appeal.
All
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thewhen
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needed
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its own fledgling
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Adyatam
Award, New

global
community
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justice they sought.
much
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He did
hisGuyana
utmostgovernment.
to level the playing
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as for
wellselfless
as the international
crisis
in
Delhi,
contribution
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To add to the woes, the Guyana Elecfield.

Venezuela,
nextReligion
door.
headed
by always
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agating theright
Hindu
and Culture tions Commission,
Through it all,
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are
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ill
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now
Overseas; Dharm Ratna, presented by
ited his wife Dhani, who predeceased
mount,
with crime
seeming
to be on and
an
the Canada
Hindu
Organization

saying
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theinspiration.
agency will He
not would
be prepared
him, as
tell

ever-increasing
trajectory
that includes
Dharm Bhushan,
presented
by the the
shooting
last
week
of
one
of
Guyana’s
Guyana Pandits Council, as well asmost
a

toanyone
hold elections
until July
– four
who would
listen
thatmonths
he would
after
it
is
constitutionally
due.
be nobody without Dhani, that it was

celebrated
expatriates,
DrSpeaking
Brian O’Toole,
Gold Medal
in Public
from

chairman
agency
sheSince
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pushed
himoftothe
stand
up was
for the
handpicked
byin
thethe
Granger
administration,
community
manner
in which he
we
have to openly wonder whether this,
did.
too, is Roop,
anotherunfortunately,
delaying tactic by
the gov-his
breathed
ernment.
last on Sunday, surrounded by his
It’s time
and call
the
loved
onesto--stop
his the
fivegames
children
Prabha
elections
Bassoo,now.
Ishwar Sharma, LL.B.; Astuti
Guyana’s
democracy,
hard
fought
Sharma, Kamla
Sharma
and
Malafor, is
atSingh
stake.-- in his 89th year.
His life of exemplary hard work,
dedication and service should be an example to all of us to follow as we continue to build this community and the
gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
country we now call home.
sport, and drama to facilitate these discusRoop Sharma did us all proud as a
sions.
humble Guyanese who became a lionSurely now part of our conversation has
hearted Canadian.
got to be how do we address the social issues
Rest in peace, sir. You will be
and definitely at the same time take the necmissed.

and
are happening
almost Arts
the murders
Londonthat
Academy
of Dramatic
every
day.
in England.
AG
Williams
and President
Granger
But
Roop didn’t
stop his
service to
might
also be accused
of In
trying
to buy
time
the community
there.
2000,
he beto
use the
hold to
try to discame
partoffices
of thethey
notable
charity
The
credit
any opposition
may face at the
Caribbean
Childrenthey
Foundation
polls,
including
the state-controlled
(TCCF)
as its using
first legal
advisor, a
media
as
well
as
law
enforcement
tactics to
purely voluntary post.

His life’s mission, it seems, was to
help all those who needed help,
whether it was his own family by walking them through the process of becomwhether here or in other countries, are a
ing lawyers themselves, or ordinary
symptom of the breakdown in society and as
people who just needed advice on how
such we need radical steps to address social
to become Canadian citizens, or critiissues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are
cally sick children seeking medical
sharing now is the solution across Georgehelp overseas.
town or Guyana we wanted to share the supMany people in our community
port and training we are giving to our essary steps to deal with threats and viowho were charged with petty crimes
students in Nations. I recently took a group lence. These activities have proven really
also found a sympathetic ear at the law

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister stimulating and uplifting and are addressing
munity of more than 3,500. We have partner- two decades.
This violent action from a member of the school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad- some of the challenges the youth face all
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the public is totally new in Guyana and unprece- emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn over this country and indeed all over the
UK that allow us to offer internationally ac- dented. But it would appear that it has been about the power of the arts but more impor- world. We have been very fortunate in this
credited undergraduate and graduate pro- fuelled by social media where initial com- tantly to learn about social issues and what process to have had youth from the UK,
Dear Editor,
Schools reopened on Monday 3rd January 2022 COVID or from getting sick from COVID is by being
and the
otherGTU
countries
help develop
ments by a handful
in Guyana
has youth
can do
to GTU
addresshas
them.vaccinated;
This has beenthe Canada
grammes.
The School
of Nations
beenwas
a scheduled
IN September
2021,
when has
school
after astudents
three-week
Christmas
holiday.
The
very thing
was to
fighting
last
part
of anon
ongoing
programme
of training at this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing
of the
greatGuyana
joy to usTeachers
as we have
seen our
been
transformed
by called
comments
from a small
tosource
restart,
Union
(GTU)
called
a again
on teachers
to stay
home
Monday
10, year.
Nations
andof
indeed
at our house onThe
thisGTU
re- this
is simply
to explore
group
of students
Northtime
American
andit is
graduates
in important
in been
strike.
Thisserve
is after
teachers capacities
would have
home
2022.inThis
they say
because
the rising
mustmessage
say what
have they
done one
as aresponsetheir
to the
growingtoviolence
in vacciour sociflective
process.
Guyana
and 2020.
other part
the world.
from
March
Theofreason
the GTU gavegrew
as ainto
rea-aggressive
numbersandofdangerous
COVID statecases and
teachers
who were group to encourage
teachers
become
son for
calling
out
their
teachers
on
strike
is
because
found
to
be
infected
last
week.
nated.
What
have
they
done
to
encourage
their
teachSeveral months ago , we started a weekly ety.
But then a new chapter opened last Sun- ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the
the
thatmy
every
person
a
few media
thingswhich
Mr. Editor.
The GTU with
is operating
to staystuaway from
and large
6th Formersershelping
In thegroups
final analysis
these gatherings.
challenges can
very real dangers
ofAsocial
dra- programme
daygovernment
when I was had
shotsaid
outside
home
by entering
public
building
including
teachers
needed
to
be
vaclike
a
senseless
group
who
has
no
regard
for
science.
What
have
they
done
to
encourage
their
teachers
to
together.
what many people believe may be someone matically escalated to the shooting on Sun- dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to only be addressed by us all working
cinated.
GTU
was resisting
that and day
saying
to So Firstly,
anyhand
teacher
who
positive
Monday
wear masks.
the GTU
is telling teachers not to
greetings
study
materialonrelated
to the purpose
of lifeAnd ifHeartfelt
from theThe
Nations
community.
I was informed
night.
on the one
we are
nowtested
teachers
they
had
a
choice
and
should
not
be
forced
3rd,
Tuesday
4th,
Wednesday
5th,
Thursday
6th
last
teach
in
schools,
are
they
also
telling teachers not to
Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE
only yesterday that this news has reached the trying to look at the physical challenges to and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as
and by doing that sending a strong message not to take week after being out of school for three weeks, having hold their lessons?
Director, School of the Nations
Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as overcome to make our school community well as how to deal with the turbulence charthe vaccine. The science then was clear and has be- been on Christmas vacation, did not get COVID from
Yours sincerely,
safe for everyone. But the other challenge is acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana
such wanted to share this update.
come clearer since. Only vaccination will take us out the school sector, because they were not in school.
Alvin Hamilton
one ofstate.
the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the
source of the
suchway
actions.
or any country
the world. There are now
of theSince
pandemic
Secondly,
for teachers
to avoidincatching
In the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a

GTU is behaving irresponsibly, no regard for science
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Wayne’s World shows off
Guyana’s eco-beauty
By Naomi Parris
From the Guyana Chronicle
Tucked away at Amelia’s Ward in
the mining town of Linden, is a small,
serene nature park and resort called
Wayne’s World and Oasis. It is one of the
many places in Guyana where you can
find untouched forestry and amazing
wildlife; an ideal vacation spot, if you’re
looking for a simple and affordable
weekend getaway to unwind from the
bustle of city life and have a therapeutic
soak in the blackwaters of the country.
I have personally had the pleasure
of visiting this picturesque paradise
twice and of course, as has become
somewhat customary, I’m here to tell
you, fans of the Buzz, all about my trip.
My most recent visit saw me leaving my East Coast Demerara home as
early as 5:30 a.m. to head to Region Ten
(Upper Demerara-Berbice). The travel
was by minibus, fortunately, we were
able to beat the horrible East Bank Demerara traffic. And, the drive was so
smooth that I even slept through most of
it.
I did, however, manage to wake up
just in time to catch glimpses of us entering Linden; I looked on eagerly as
persons were going about their business,
and soon enough, we were driving down
a narrow street called Well Road, at the
end of which, Wayne’s World can be
found.
Full of excitement, I met the owner
of the little hideaway, Wayne Rodrigues
and his family who were kind enough to
give me a free tour of their premises during my day visit.
I was treated to breakfast in the
form of a lovely grilled cheese sandwich
and warm cup of quaker oats porridge,
both of which I devoured while sitting
near the creek, basking in the beauty of
Guyana’s thick, lush trees and calming
black waters.
After a simple tour of the grounds
and a heart-warming conversation with
Wayne, I spent the rest of my day swinging in one of the many hammocks that

One of the nature cabins at at Wayne’s World and Oasis (Tourism Guyana photo)

can be found at the various cabins at the
resort, relaxing and letting go of the
stresses and anxieties that were on my
mind.
But, before I knew it, was time for

A view of the creek, located at Wayne’s World (Tourism Guyana photo)

me to call it a day and return to the city
and the responsibilities I temporarily left
behind at work. Leaving was definitely
a bittersweet experience, but I thoroughly enjoyed every moment of the relaxation at Wayne’s World and I can’t
wait to return to dip my toes in the cool
creek waters.
Nonetheless, before I go this week,
I must give you, our dear valued readers,
a quick travel guide of how to find
Wayne’s World and what you can expect
if you are to visit.
To get the Wayne’s World, you’ll
have to catch a Linden (route 43)
minibuses which are often parked behind
Parliament Buildings. Or, if your pockets
are on the deeper end of things, then you
could perhaps take a taxi.
Whichever you choose, your journey will begin heading south along the
East Bank of Demerara Public Road, all
the way to the Soesdyke highway.
Within an hour or so you’ll arrive in Linden. Lookout for a GuyOil Service Station on the left; the road before that
service station is where you’ll be heading. This road, referred to mainly as Well
Road, will lead you all the way to an

oval-shaped community and what you’re
looking for would be at the very end of
the oval.
I won’t go overboard in promotion,
but what I can tell you is that the service
is thoughtful, the atmosphere is peaceful,
and the hospitality is that of visiting a
friend or relative – welcoming and
warm. I can’t help but imagine how
wonderful it would be to host a birthday
party at Wayne’s World. It just has so
much to offer, whether I want to be
curled up in one of the luxury apartments, or just dabble in nature by staying
in one of the cabins which sit right in
front of a small creek, boasting of the
most amazing views. They also serve up
some delectable foods, representing a refreshing mix of Guyanese and Spanish
cuisines. Also, they offer games such as
volleyball, and if you wish, they can also
hook you up with an outdoor camp, or
even set up a good ole bush cook for you
to enjoy. Sounds lovely, right? That’s
why I wasn’t too pleased when my trip
ended. Wayne’s World is definitely a
paradise, and one of the many places that
showcases Guyana’s eco beauty.
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Guyana earns $2.6B from export of non-traditional crops
ALTHOUGH Guyana in 2021 was
faced with the most devastating floods
in the country’s recent history, the agriculture industry showed incredible resilience, recording an increase in
earnings from the exportation of several
non-traditional commodities.
According to figures provided by
the Ministry of Agriculture, Guyana, between the period January and November
2021, earned $2.6 billion from the exportation of non-traditional crops alone.
This accounts for produce such as fruits,
vegetables, seasonings, grain crops, oil
seeds, root and tuber crops, among other
things.
Even though thousands of acres of
farmlands were devastated by the
May/June 2021 floods, a swift $7.8 bil-

lion response from the government enabled scores of farmers to recuperate and
return to the fields to restart production.
It would appear as though the government’s assistance was capitalised on
quite fully, since earnings from the exportation of non-traditional crops grew
significantly.
There was an increase of $100 million in revenue when compared to the
same period in 2020. This accounts for
at least 10,426 tonnes of the exported
produce.
The increase in exports of agricultural commodities has been attributed to
the implementation of a number of
strategies by the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) government.
Last year’s earnings even outshone

The 2021 earnings from non-traditional crops are even better than 2019

0VS'BNJM
' JMZ

$BSJOHGPS:P
$BS
:PVST
'SPNUIFGM
GMPXFSTPOUIFGS
GSPOUMBXOUPUI
IFQBJOUJOHTPOUIFXBMMT XF
X BU0HEFOTBMXBZT
DPOTJEFSUIFDPNGP
GPSUBOEOFFETPGUIFGB
GBNJMJFTUIBUXFTFSWFGJ
GJSTUU8FPGG
GGFSTFSWJDFT
BOEQSPEVDUTUIBUBSFNFBOJOHGV
GVMBOEGJ
GJUDPNGP
GPSUBCMZXJUIJOZPV
VSCVEHFU+VTUTPNF
PGUIFXBZT
Z UIBUXFBTBGB
GBNJMZZDBSFGP
GPSZPVST
Z

OEPQFSBUFETJODF
'BNJMZPXOFEBO

4
416-29
93-5211
3-5211
4164 Sheppard Avveenu
ue East
Scarrb
borough, Ontario
o M1S 1T3

w w w.ogden ffu
u ner a l home.com

the ones recorded even before the coronavirus pandemic hit in March 2020.
It was previously reported that during 2019, only 9,121 tonnes of fresh
fruits, vegetables and processed foods
were exported from Guyana to the
Caribbean region and other countries.
The total export value of non-traditional
agricultural commodities during 2019
was G$2.5 billion.
The significant increase in agricultural exports over the past months could
be directly linked to the government’s
calculated investments into the promotion of climate-resilient farming, using
improved technologies and techniques.
With over 50 large-scale shade
houses already set up countrywide, the
Guyana Chronicle understands that an
additional 100 facilities were added in
2021, largely owing to works executed
by the National Agricultural Research
and Extension Institute (NAREI), which
has been engaging scores of local farmers on the benefits of shaded cultivation.
In addition, more and more farmers
are also employing use of elevated plant
beds, since these are seldom affected by
floods, which have now become common, due to the effects of climate
change.
Despite its long-term benefits,
shade houses could be a little expensive
to erect. To this end, the PPP/C, in its
2020 Emergency Budget had allocated
$15.8 million for the purchase of shade
house materials that can be sold to farmers at a minimal cost. The materials are
being supplied to farmers as part of a
“revolving fund,” which sees the government making no profits.
Over the past year, the use of shade
houses and other climate-smart technologies have been gaining momentum
as more and more farmers are beginning
to recognise the effects of the harsh temperatures on various crops.
In a previous interview with this
publication, Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar Mustapha, had said that the government remains cognisant of the impact
that climate change has had on the agriculture industry, and has been working
to minimise some of the foreseen challenges.
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Guyana sends samples to test
for Omicron variant
WITH Guyana recording a rise in
the daily number of COVID-19 cases,
President Dr. Irfaan Ali has said that
samples were sent overseas to test for
the Omicron variant, which is reportedly
more transmissible.
Prior to this announcement by the
President on Wednesday, Minister of
Health, Dr. Frank Anthony, had expressed the belief that the steady increase in positive COVID-19 cases over
the past few weeks is due to the Omicron variant.
According to the minster, as at December 28, 2021, just 32 COVID-19
cases were recorded, but the number
rose to 87 the following day, and 206 by
December 31, 2021. Daily cases have
since increased to over 700, according
to Ministry of Health reports.
The most recent report released by
the ministry shows that there were over
1,000 new cases within the past 24
hours.
“Pertaining to whether we have
Omicron or not, as I said based on the
evidence that we have, we do believe
that it’s Omicron and that’s because of
its contagiousness. The number of cases
that we are seeing in the shortened time,
the types of symptoms that people are
having, the less hospitalisation that we
are witnessing… so there are all these
features that we have observed using our
collection of data and because of that we
can predict that that is what we have
here,” Minister Anthony said.
According to a United States Food
and Drug Administration (FDA’s) analysis, certain mutations in the SARS-CoV2 Omicron variant (B.1.1.529) lead to
significantly reduced sensitivity in an Ngene or S-gene genetic target that covers
the portion of the gene where the mutation occurs.
“Now, another way of determining
if you have it or not, with Omicron, one
of the PCR tests that is normally done
targets three specific areas of the virus
and one of the ways is called a S-gene
and if you see an S-gene drops, it is a
proxy indicator that it might be omicron.
“To be sure, you’ll have to confirm

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony

with genetic sequencing which we are
also pursing, but in light of the epidemical evidence which we have seen with
the S-gene drop off, we are sure we have
the Omicron here,” Minister Anthony
said.
Further, he said that another indicator that the virus might be here are reports that several other Caribbean
countries have confirmed the presence
of the virus within their territories.
“When you look around the
Caribbean, Omicron is in almost all of
the Caribbean countries, showing similar trends in all of those countries as
well. So, it is something that is circulating in this part of the world and we expect that it was going to be here and we
strongly believe that it is here, based on
the epidemical data,” Dr. Anthony reasoned.
But even as the country continues
to analyse data on the situation, authorities are working to ensure that persons
are protected from the harmful effects of
this disease.
According to the latest COVID-19

statistics, some 411,269 adults and
30,410 adolescents have received their
first dose of one of the COVID-19 vaccines available in Guyana.
Those numbers, when broken
down, mean that 80.2 per cent of the
country’s adult population and 41.7 per
cent of its adolescent population have
received their first shot of a COVID-19
‘jab’.
In terms of second doses, statistics
show that 57.6 per cent of the adult population is fully vaccinated, representing
some 295,696 persons, while 21,740
adolescents or 29.8 per cent of that
grouping has received the second shot.
“In terms of boosters, we’ve had
11,986 persons who got their booster
doses and this is, again, just a small percentage of our population,” Dr. Anthony
said.
With the exception of the Johnson
and Johnson vaccine, for persons to be
considered fully vaccinated with the
available vaccines, namely, AstraZeneca, Sinopharm, Sputnik V and
Pfizer, they must get both doses.1

Minister Anthony said that a crucial component in the fight against
COVID-19 is isolation, which will prevent the spread of the virus. He said that
in many cases, persons who have tested
positive but have mild symptoms, have
made the unwise decision of continuing
to interact with others, thus spreading
the virus.
“If you test positive, you also need
to isolate. There are people who are testing positive, and because they have mild
symptoms, they are going back into the
workplace and what they are doing is
that they will infect a whole host of
other people. So, if you test positive,
you need to isolate,” Minister Anthony
said.
He reminded that while the ministry recommends isolation, persons
should only isolate if they have actually
contracted the virus. He added that
many persons have been found to have
falsified their results in an effort to avoid
work.

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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New swine abbatoir will allow
Guyana to become pork exporter
THE establishment of a new swine
abattoir is expected to positively impact Guyana’s swine industry, as it
would finally make way for Guyana to
be able to export pork and other
byproducts of swine to external markets.
During a meeting with members
of the Guyana Swine Producers’ Association (GSPA), Agriculture Minister
Zulfikar Mustapha said that an initial
investment was made by the government in 2021 to get the ball rolling on
the establishment of an abattoir for
swine.
“Last year we awarded a contract
to commence internal works such as
utilities, roads, and fencing for $30 million. We have an estimated amount for
this year’s budget that was submitted to
the Ministry of Finance. Once those
funds are approved, we’ll be able to
move forward with the project,” Minister Mustapha said.
According to a release, while alluding to the fact that the abattoir will
allow Guyanese swine producers the
ability to access additional markets outside of Guyana, Minister Mustapha
said that the government is exploring
the possibility of having a Private Public Partnership (PPP) agreement in
place to manage the facility.
The ministry is currently carrying
out preliminary works at Garden of
Eden on the East Bank of Demerara,
after which a modular facility of international standards will be set up. Additionally, the government will be
looking to have the facility ISO certified, thus clearing the way for export to

Minister Mustapha meeting with members of the Guyana Swine Producers’ Association

other parts of the world.
As it relates to issues concerning
traceability, Minister Mustapha said
that the Guyana Food Safety Authority
will be tasked with ensuring such products are safe for human consumption,
and that legislations are currently being
drafted to further enhance those areas.
“We’ve been working on implementing traceability through the
Guyana Food Safety Authority; this authority was formed but this is the first
year that it will come into operation.
One of the main functions of the Authority is to ensure the food we eat is
considered safe for human consumption. We are now looking at areas like
traceability for all the sectors, because
it is important that such systems are put

in place. We also have a number of legislations that are currently being
drafted that seek to enhance food safety
and traceability in our country,” Minister Mustapha said.
Recently appointed Chairman of
the GSPA Forest Smartt told the minister that one of their challenges is access
to affordable feed from local rice mills.
He said that in addition to varying costs
of feed amongst suppliers, farmers are
often under strain to feed their animals,
more so due to the impacts of the
global pandemic, COVID-19.
In this regard, Minister Mustapha
said prior to Monday’s meeting that the
ministry sought to engage the Guyana
Rice Producers’ Association (GRPA)
on the issue.

“I’ve asked the GLDA to get the
approximate quota of the Association,
so that we’ll be able to further engage
the Guyana Rice Millers’ Association.
I’ve already discussed this matter with
them, and they are prepared to help.
In the long-term, we are looking to
be self-sufficient in producing proteins
for our feed industry; we’ve started a
project with the corn and soya bean. By
the end of this year, we should be able
to start cultivating between 7,000 to
10,000 acres. Next year, we hope to go
straight on to 30,000 acres. As a government, we are also looking to address
the concerns in the region, by being
able to export and supply other
Caribbean markets with these proteins,” Minister Mustapha said.

Guyana-born Hong Kong Mayor dies at 99
HILTON Cheong-Leen, a former
Urban Council chairman and lawmaker
known as “Hong Kong’s mayor,” has
died at the age of 99.
Cheong-Leen, who co-founded the
Hong Kong Civic Association in 1954,
died in the early hours of last Tuesday at
his home, his daughter Flora CheongLeen told the Post.
“Our father unexpectedly left us in
his sleep this morning … around 4am,”
the ballerina-turned-fashion designer
said. “We will have incredible memories
of his ability to help so many people in
his lifetime. A truly magnificent leader
and a great, heroic dad to us.”
The cause of death was old age, according to the family.
Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng
Yuet-ngor, expressed deep sorrow over
Cheong-Leen’s passing and sent her
deepest condolences to Cheong-Leen’s
family.
“Mr Cheong-Leen had actively participated in public services for a long
time. In the last century, he was the first
Chinese person to become the Chairman
of the Urban Council. He also served as

a member of the Legislative Council,”
she said.
“He was committed to community
services and was particularly concerned
about the development of local education,” Lam said.
Hilton Cheong-Leen, who was 100
at the time of his death in the Chinese
tradition of counting age, was born in
Georgetown, British Guiana, in 1922,
the son of a Chinese immigrant father
and a third-generation Chinese mother.
The family left for Hong Kong when
Cheong-Leen was nine. He enrolled at
the prestigious La Salle College, a
Catholic school in Kowloon Tong, when
it opened in 1932 and started working at
a bank immediately after he graduated.
His career in finance did not last
long. In December 1941, Japan invaded
Hong Kong and swiftly defeated the allied forces defending the city. CheongLeen and his family fled to Guilin,
where he worked at the U.S. consulate.
His family returned to Hong Kong
when the war ended in 1945. “One of the
first jobs I was offered was with the
Post,” he later said. “They offered me

Hilton Cheong-Leen speaks at the council’s centenary meeting in 1983

the chance to become a reporter with a
salary of HK$500 [US$64].”
But his friends suggested he instead
import highly sought-after goods such as
stockings, shirts and jackets from the
U.S., because he had friends in New
York. His company would later go on to
specialise in importing Swiss watches.
In 1953, Cheong-Leen joined the

Hong Kong Junior Chamber of Commerce, a group formed under the auspices of an international NGO that
promoted civic awareness. In that year,
he represented the Hong Kong chapter
at the group’s conference in San Francisco. Cheong-Leen subscribed to the
chamber’s tenet that “government
should be of laws rather than of men”.

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY JANUARY 13 2022

19

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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CJIA expansion will be completed in
June 2022, says Works Minister
THE deadline for completion of the
Cheddi Jagan International Airport
(CJIA) expansion project has been extended to June 20, 2022, to facilitate additional works which started last year
after the government engaged the contracting firm, China Harbour Engineering Company (CHEC).
In December 2020, after four
months of resisting the government’s request to have the CJIA expansion project
completed in accordance with the initial
contract, CHEC agreed to foot a US$9
million bill for additional work at the airport.
And, based on the particulars of the
agreement, there will be an extension of
the airport’s boarding corridor to accommodate two more passenger boarding
bridges, an extension of the terminal
building to provide accommodation for
additional commercial space, and a modern airport façade covering the full
length of the airport’s departure terminal.
In October 2021, CHEC had requested more time to complete the project, which had a December 2021

deadline, due to a delay in freight and
other miscellaneous issues caused by
global supply chain issues. Based on this
request, the Ministry of Public Works
had granted an extension.
When the extension was initially requested, Project Manager of the CJIA
Expansion Project Carissa Gooding had
said that only 20 per cent of the additional works have been completed, with
works on the new arrival terminal building being 62 per cent completed, and
works on the existing terminal building
being 73.5 per cent completed.
Gooding had said that CHEC could
complete “a high percentage” of the
work, and should be able to complete at
least 60 per cent by the December 31
deadline.
Responding to a question on the
progress of works at the airport, CJIA
Chief Executive Officer Ramesh Ghir
said that the works being executed by
CHEC are only 54 per cent completed to
date.
Critical works on the airport are
also being executed by CALCO Guyana,
and those include the construction of a

Works Minister Bishop Edghill

new building attached to CJIA’s terminal
building, which will house a conference
room, offices for the airlines and the
other support agencies, as well as storage
bonds for the duty-free shops and concessionaires. Those works, according to
Ghir, are six per cent completed.
The CJIA expansion project was
subjected to criticism from the new government when it was elected to office in
August 2020. President Dr. Irfaan Ali
and other officials of the government
have said that Guyana will not be tolerant of unsatisfactory work, and made it
clear that the project will only be accepted if it is done in accordance with
the “original contract” that was signed in
2011.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects
* Foundation
* Frame
*Weeping Tile / Excavation
*Extension
* Demolition
* Painting

Inside Projects
* Plumbing
*Electrical
*Kitchen
*Bathroom
* Tiles and Floors
* Complete Basements

CALL DAN 416-707-9223

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Bollywood Power Couple, Shah Rukh Khan and Gauri Khan

SRK’s wife Gauri: Most wives
have planned to run away
Bollywood megastar Shah Rukh Khan and
Gauri Khan have been a power couple in the industry. They have been together through thick and thin.
While SRK made it big in the industry, Gauri too
has been a successful entrepreneur. She rightfully
earned a name as an Interior designer.
While the entire nation couldn’t have enough
of this couple, Gauri seemed a little uncomfortable
and miffed with the whole charade about being a
‘starwife wife’. Clearly, she didn’t want to be
known as just that.
Gauri Khan once appeared on Koffee With
Karan episode wherein she opened up on how all
the star wives were running away and she was planning the same too. As reported by IBTimes, when

the filmmaker asked her who she thinks is the
biggest superstar wife, someone she looks up to,
Gauri said, “You know, the thing is that most wives
have run away or are planning to run away, I am
including myself.”
Her response left Karan Johar and Sussanne
Khan stumbling for words. The ace filmmaker then
blurted out, “You have a happy marriage.”
In the same episode, the filmmaker then
showed a video clip of Jaya Bachchan speaking
about her. In the video clip, the veteran actress said,
“I think Gauri is very comfortable with her position
and her relationship, she looks comfortable. She is
very secure, she knows that she is very important
to him (Shah Rukh Khan). You can see it.”

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
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Exxon, Hess helping Guyana to
manage oil resources
Hess Corporation’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO), John Hess revealed
on Thursday that his company and
Exxon Mobil Corporation are supporting
independent work being done by an international group to help Guyana devise
a developmental plan for the management of its oil wealth.
During a recent discussion at Goldman Sachs’ Global Energy and Clean
Technology Conference-2022, the Hess
Boss said the support is being provided
to Michael Porter of the Harvard Business School who is part of a team in
Georgetown for a project called, the
Guyana Development Initiative. Kaieteur News understands that Porter is an
American academic known for his theories on economics, business strategy, and
social causes. Furthermore, Porter is the
Bishop William Lawrence University
Professor at Harvard Business School,
and he was one of the founders of the
consulting firm The Monitor Group
(now part of Deloitte) and FSG, a social
impact consultancy. He is also credited
for creating Porter’s five forces analysis,
which is instrumental in business strategy development today.
Expounding further, Hess said the
development plan will help Guyana enhance its human capital through healthcare and education and its infrastructure.

Hess Corporation’s CEO, John Hess

Already, Hess disclosed that it is partnering with Exxon, also to provide support
to help Guyana build an electric plant
using natural gas that has been discovered in the Stabroek Block. “(We will)
also look at building their national capital to manage this oil wealth and hopefully, five to 10 years from now, we will
be looking at Guyana as a role model for
how to develop resources responsibility,” expressed the Hess Boss.
He added: “We as a company be-

lieve in social responsibility and want to
do our fair share to contribute to that exemplary development that hopefully the
government will continue to conduct. So
social responsibility is very important to
us and we want to make a positive impact on the communities where we work
and Guyana is going to be at the top of
that list.” In the meantime, the Hess Boss
said that the Stabroek Block partners remain focused on fully understanding the
exploration potential of the offshore re-

sources in the Guyana basin, which he
described as having industry leading
production costs and world-class reservoirs. He alluded too that the latest discoveries, being Fangtooth-1 and Lau
Lau-1 wells in the Stabroek block are a
testimony to the treasure the partners
hold in the South American nation. Hess
said the discoveries are significant and
will add to the estimated 10 billion barrels of recoverable oil equivalent resources in the block.

Home collapse kills mother, child 6
A mother and her six-year-old
daughter were pinned to death when
their Bonasika Creek, Essequibo River
home collapsed Wednesday afternoon.
The victims have been identified
as: 35-year-old, Seematie Chandra, a
farmer, and her six-year-old daughter
Christine Sookdeo.
Police in a release said enquiries
disclosed that Chandra called ‘Nanda’,
and her daughter called ‘Pretty’ lost their
lives after the house they lived in collapsed, pinning them to the ground in the
process. Reports are that the mother and
daughter were under the house feeding
puppies when the house collapsed. The
deceased resided at the said address with
two other children and her 45-year-old
husband, Tulsieram Sookdeo, who is
also a farmer.
According to the grieving husband,
Tulsieram, he left home on about
15:50hrs Wednesday to burn bushes on
another plot of land two lots away. At the
time, his wife and children were at
home. Shortly after he received information from a neighbour that his house had
collapsed and that his wife and daughter,
who were under the house feeding the
puppies, were pinned under the house
beams.
As a result, he hurriedly went
home, where he found his wife and

The house in Bonasika Creek that collapsed killing a mother and her child

daughter pinned beneath the collapsed
house. With assistance from villagers,
the bodies were removed and transported via boat to Parika Hubu Stelling,
where they were checked by the Police

for marks of violence. Blood was seen
coming from the mouth and nose of both
the deceased. The bodies were further
transported to Leonora Cottage Hospital,
where they were pronounced dead on ar-

rival by a doctor on duty. On completion, the bodies were then escorted to
Ezekiel funeral home, where they await
Post Mortem Examination.
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AFC backs Harmon, PNC wants
Norton as ofﬁcial Opposition leader
The coalition, A Partnership for National Unity + Alliance for Change
(APNU+AFC), which currently has as
its substantive Parliamentary Opposition
Leader, Joseph Harmon, is split on the
way forward as it relates to replacing
that Constitutional Office holder, with
newly elected Leader of the People’s National Congress Reform (PNC/R),
Aubrey Norton.
This position unfolded, following
Norton’s announcement that the
PNC/R’s Central Executive Committee
(CEC)—the party’s highest internal decision making body—had concluded
that he be positioned as a sitting Member
of Parliament of the PNC/R, replacing
Harmon as Opposition Leader.
Harmon lost to Norton who secured
the party’s Leadership from David
Granger in a landslide victory during the
PNC/R’s recently concluded Biennial
Congress. A leadership contest that also
included Dr. Richard Van West Charles.
According to the party’s official
elections results 1,209 of the 3,000 delegates that were registered to vote, gave
Harmon 245 and Norton 900. Dr. Van
West Charles secured only 64 votes.
This led to the decision being taken
by the PNC/R’s CEC—since announced
by Norton—but has since been met with
pushback, with AFC Leader, Khemraj
Ramjattan publicly declaring that the

Joseph Harmon

nine seats in Parliament for which his
party controls are in support of Harmon
remaining Opposition Leader.
Ramjattan is quoted in another section of the media confirming this much
saying, “my nine members of parliament
have confidence in Harmon at this stage;
he has done nothing that we shouldn’t
have confidence in him.”
The AFC, one faction of the
APNU+AFC Parliamentary opposition,
had initially voted in support of Harmon
for the position after a new session of
Guyana’s Parliament was declared open
by President Irfaan Ali in 2020.

According to the AFC Leader, his
position is that “whatever the law is and
constitutional regime is, I am living the
rule of law and the rule of the constitution. If the constitution leads to prescription I am asking for adherence to the
prescription.”
The news report contended Ramjattan’s position as, “unless Mr. Harmon
wants to resign or just cause is shown
why he should be replaced by way of a
constitutionally provided no-confidence
motion, there is no good reason to call
for his removal and he should remain as
Opposition Leader for the next five
years.”
It should be noted too that despite
Norton’s pronouncement that, “The
Party Central Executive (Committee)
has decided that the Leader of the Opposition and the Leader of the Party should
be one person… it is not that it is I who
believe that, it is the Central Executive
that met, discussed it and arrived at that
conclusion.” This is purportedly being
met with pushback from some sections
of the party.
Harmon in an official statement to
the media on Friday reminded that, “the
main Parliamentary Opposition is the
APNU+AFC coalition and consists of 31
Members of Parliament.”
To this end, he reminded that, “the
APNU Partnership has an established

structure and if the executive of a party
in the partnership has a position and they
wish to express that position, they should
follow the established procedures.”
Harmon used the occasion to remind publicly that, “the Office of the
Leader of the Opposition is a constitutional office and is consequently governed by the constitution.”
This, in addition to an unsigned
statement released to the media yesterday purportedly from “Members” reminding that “in 2011 at the birth of the
APNU a collective decision was made as
to who would be head of the list. In 2015
a collective decision was made as to who
would be head of the list when the Alliance for Change coalesced with
APNU.”
In 2020, the APNU+AFC agreed
that the head and the deputy head of the
list would be David Granger and Khemraj Ramjattan respectively.
The unsigned PNC/R members’
statement released by an R. Critchlow
posits, “the members of APNU have had
no reason to question the abilities of
David Granger and Khemraj Ramjattan
as Head and Deputy Head of the list of
the APNU+AFC. We have had no reason
to question the leadership of Joseph Harmon as Leader of the Opposition and we
have had no reasons to question the abilities of any Member of Parliament.”

CRIME & COURTS

Man wanted for marrying twice without divorce
A man who allegedly married
twice had his ‘second’ honeymoon
marred by a wanted bulletin that was issued for him by police on Friday last.
The man, Andrew Simon, is a resident of lot 10-10 Cemetery Road,
Wortmanville, Georgetown. According
to police, they want to question him
about a bigamy offence he allegedly
committed last month on December 21,
2021.
Bigamy is the act of entering into
a marriage with one person while still
legally married to another. A legal or de
facto separation of the couple does not
alter their marital status as married persons.
An individual was provided with
information that Simon was getting
married again although he was still
legally married to his wife. The individual was able to confirm that this was the
case. The matter was later reported to
the police and an investigation was
launched.
As a result, the police force is ask-

ing that anyone with information that
may lead to Simon’s arrest should call
any of these telephone numbers 2272603, 226-6978, 226-6221, 227-1149,
225-8196, 268-2328, 268-2298/2222,
226-7065, 911 or the nearest police station.
This is not the first time that police
were called in to investigate a bigamy
case. Recently an airport ramp attendant, Michael Taylor, 38, of Lot 1 Soesdyke, East Bank Demerara, made
headlines after he was found guilty of
marrying twice. The court ordered him
to pay $100,000 fine or spend 12
months behind bars.
During a court appearance, Taylor
said that he was not aware that he was
still married. He had gotten married to
his first wife in 2015 and after five
years they broke up and he went to live
with his girlfriend.
According to Taylor, his wife had
promised him a divorce so he thought
he had already been divorced and decided to marry his new girlfriend in

January 2020. As it turned out no divorce was filed and Taylor ended up
committing Bigamy. His wife had
found out about his illegal marriage and
lodged a report against him with police.

Baby’s body found
without head
The circumstances surrounding
the death of a two to three week old
baby whose decapitated body was
found last week Friday floating about
15 feet from the Demerara River remains inconclusive.
This since, the State Pathologist,
Dr. Nehaul Singh in his Post-Mortem
Examination medical report, revealed
yesterday, that it is inconclusive due to
the absence of the child’s head.
It is unclear if the head was severed from the body by person(s) or if it
was removed by animals.
A platoon of Coastguard ranks
seconded to the Guyana Police Force’s
(GPF), Search and Rescue Team was
dispatched for a ‘maritime search re-

Wanted: Andrew Simon

sponse operation’ in an attempt to locate the decapitated head. Those efforts, however, have proven to be futile.
Region 4‘B’ Divisional Commander, Siwnarine Mahendra explained that the search operation has
since been called off, but said ‘spot
checks’ are conducted every day.
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Singer Jah Cure eager to clear his
name after charge in Netherlands
JAH Cure is eagerly awaiting his
day in court, according to Jan-Hein Kuijpers who is part of the reggae singer's
legal team in The Netherlands.
“Mr Alcock is waiting for his trial
because he wants to clear his name... Mr
Alcock testified in detail what happened,
and for him it was a clear self-defence
situation,” Kuijpers told the Jamaica Observer. “Witnesses have to be interrogated.”
Kuijpers is founding partner of the
firm Kuijpers Nillesen, which specialises in criminal law.
Jamaica’s Jah Cure – given name:
Siccature Alcock – is scheduled for his
first public hearing tomorrow at 11:45
am. He is charged with attempted murder, attempted manslaughter, aggravated
assault or attempted aggravated assault.
The reggae singer is being held at
an undisclosed detention centre outside
of Amsterdam since October 2021.
The 43-year-old roots singer is
being detained for allegedly stabbing a
show promoter Nicardo Blake in The
Netherlands on October 2.
Blake, whose Roots Vibes company stages reggae shows in The
Netherlands, allegedly sustained injuries
to the abdomen and was reportedly hospitalised.
Jah Cure may not be offered bail
when he appears in court on Wednesday.
“If the prosecutor considers it necessary for the suspect to remain in custody, she will request the court to extend
the remand order with a period of up to
90 days. The court will decide whether

Jah Cure: charged in the stabbing of a show promoter in the Netherlands

the remand order will be extended or
not,” Franklin Wattimena, press officer
at The Netherlands Public Prosecution
Service, told the Observer.
Despite being in detention since
October, Kuijpers said the Jamaican entertainer is trying to remain positive.
“In the meantime, he is trying to
make the best of it... He is a powerful
man,” Kuijpers added.
Jah Cure has had several brushes

with the law. He was convicted of rape
in April 1999 and served eight years of
a 15-year sentence in prison. He was released in July 2007.
Coincidentally, his first concert
after being released from prison in Jamaica was in The Netherlands at the
Reggae Sundance Festival in August
2007.
He has had several incidents with
promoters in The Bahamas and Trinidad

and Tobago. However, those were resolved without court action.
Jah Cure has had consistent success
since his release from prison. His hit
songs include Love Is, Unconditional
Love, and All of Me, while he has collaborated with acts such as Damian “Junior Gong” Marley, Torey Lanez, and
Mya. The Cure, his 2015 album, was
nominated for a Best Reggae Album
Grammy Award the following year.

Andrew Holness reshufﬂes the Jamaica Cabinet
Floyd Green is back in the Jamaica
Cabinet after four months and the now
former Attorney General, Marlene
Malahoo-Forte, joins the executive as
the Minister of Legal and Constitutional
Affairs.
The new ministry of Legal and
Constitutional Affairs is a signal that
Malahoo-Forte will lead the major reform of the constitution that Prime Minister Andrew Holness announced during
the Jamaica Labour Party's annual conference last November.
Green, who resigned from the Cabinet last September as the Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries after a video
of him partying on a no-movement day
went viral, is back in the executive as
Minister without portfolio in the Office
of the Prime Minister (OPM).
Holness announced his reshuffled
cabinet in a media statement Monday
evening. The 22-member executive will
be sworn-in at King's House on Tuesday
by Governor General Sir Patrick Allen.

Meanwhile, Robert Morgan gains a
promotion; the Minister of state in the
Ministry of Education will now serve as
Minister without portfolio in the Office
of the Prime Minister and is set to take
charge of the important Information
portfolio.
Also gaining a promotion is the
Member of Parliament for St James
Southern, Homer Davis, who will now
serve as Minister without portfolio out
of the OPM's western Jamaica office.
Davis will “oversee and coordinate special projects and major developments in
western parishes”, such as the Montego
Bay perimeter road. The former mayor
of Montego Bay previously served as
minister of state in the ministry of local
government and rural development.
The under-pressure National Security Minister, Dr Horace Chang, who is
also the Deputy Prime Minister retains
responsibility for the nation's security
but he has a new junior minister in Zavia
Mayne who has been shifted from the

Ministry of Labour and Social Security.
Senator Matthew Samuda, who
previously served alongside Chang in
the security ministry, goes to the super
ministry of Economic Growth and Job
Creation [MEGJC] which is located in
the OPM, as Minister without portfolio.
Samuda will be joined in that ministry by the embattled Robert Montague
who many thought would have been
dropped from the Cabinet. He retains his
place and will serve out of OPM as a
Minister without portfolio. Everald
Warmington also continues at MEGJC
as Minister without portfolio.
Senator Aubyn Hill, who previously served as Minister without portfolio in the MEGJC, takes responsibility
for Industry, Investment and Commerce,
which was previously the domain of Audley Shaw while Shaw, the MP for Manchester North East, has been given
Montague's old assignment at Transport
and Mining. Shaw will again have JC
Hutchinson as his Minister of State.

Norman Dunn will serve as Hill's Minister of state.
In the meantime, Pearnel Charles Jr
has got a demotion of sorts. He has been
relieved of responsibility for the super
ministry of Housing, Urban Renewal,
Environment and Climate Change,
which has been re-incorporated into
MEGJC. Charles Jr will now manage
the Agriculture and Fisheries portfolio.
He will be assisted by Frank Witter who
will serve as the Minister of State.
According to Holness, the changes
“take into account the need for greater
focus and attention on constitutional and
legal reform as well as improving the
pace of development and passage of legislation through the Parliament”.
“These changes are also designed
to facilitate greater coordination and
synergy of resources on further increasing the number of housing solutions at
affordable prices as well as the development and pursuit of new economic opportunities,” he added.
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US warns against travel to Jamaica
due to crime, COVID conditions
The US Department of State has
advised its citizens against travel to Jamaica due to crime and COVID-19 related conditions.
In an update on Monday, January
10, the department increased the country's travel advisory to a 'Level 4- Do
Not Travel', noting that there was an increased risk in Kingston, Montego Bay
and Spanish Town communities.
According to the department, violent crimes such as home invasions,
armed robberies, sexual assaults, and
homicides are common. It noted that
sexual assaults occur frequently, including at all-inclusive resorts.
“Local police lack the resources to
respond effectively to serious criminal
incidents. Emergency services vary
throughout the island, and response
times may vary from US standards,” it
said.
The department advised against
travelling to the following communities:
Kingston: Cassava Piece; downtown Kingston, defined as between
Mountain View Avenue and Hagley
Park Road, and south of Half Way Tree
and Old Hope Roads including Trench
Town, Tivoli Gardens, and Arnett Gardens; Grants Pen; and Standpipe.
Montego Bay, St James: Canter-

Foreign visitors walk through Miami International Airport on the way to Jamaica

bury; Clavers Street; Flankers; Hart
Street; Norwood; and Rose Heights.
Spanish Town, St Catherine.
It warned that US government personnel are prohibited from travelling to
these areas, from using public buses,
and from driving outside of prescribed
areas of Kingston at night.

On Tuesday, it was reported that in
the first eight days of 2022, Jamaica's
murder tally climbed to 37 which is nine
more homicides or a 32.1 per cent increase when compared with the corresponding period in 2021.
Meanwhile, the department noted
that the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC) has also issued a
Level 2 Travel Health Notice for Jamaica due to COVID-19, indicating a
moderate level of COVID-19 in the
country. It added, however, that the risk
of contracting COVID-19 and developing severe symptoms may be lower for
fully vaccinated individuals.

Well-known TT pharmacist killed in ‘hit’
Well-known Trinidadian pharmacist
David Samuel Rahaman has been murdered.
Rahaman was shot dead in St James
on Saturday night and investigators believe that a bar owner may hold the key
to cracking the investigations.
Police said preliminary investigations suggest that Rahaman’s murder was
a “hit” allegedly ordered by a bar owner
who owes him a huge sum of money.
Police say he made at least two advances in 2021 to retrieve his money and
the person refused to pay up.
One of the theories that police are
currently exploring, is that a hit was ordered to avoid the bar owner having to
repay the money. That bar, police said, is
located in a western part of Trinidad.
Rahaman, 47, was the owner of The
Chemist—a pharmacy at the West Hills
housing complex located on Morne Coco
Road, Petit Valley.
Police said this was the second time
gunmen attacked Rahaman.
The first attempt was carried out in
December while he was at the compound
of his business establishment. According
to a police report, Rahaman was shot
several times by gunmen while driving
into his home at Hyderabad Street, St
James at 8.10 pm.

David Rahaman — was owned a lot of money by a bar owner, say police

Police said it appeared that he then
lost control of his vehicle which crashed
a short distance away.
He was taken to the hospital for
medical treatment where he died.

Rahaman is the brother of Andrew
Rahaman who is currently the President
of the Pharmacy Board of Trinidad & Tobago.
When contacted for a comment last

evening, Rahaman said he was “still trying to formulate what has happened” and
was too distraught to talk.
Investigations are ongoing.
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Emergency care doctor: Children
vulnerable to omicron surge
CHILDREN are amongst the people who are most vulnerable to a potential omicron covid19 variant surge in
Trinidad and Tobago.
There are currently five covid19
paediatric cases in the parallel healthcare system, established in 2020 to deal
with the virus. While there have been reports of the possible emergence of a new
covid19 variant – deltacron – available
data does not suggest it is a variant of
concern such as the delta and omicron
variants.
Emergency medical care specialist
Dr Joanne Paul made these statements
during the virtual health news conference on Monday
"We have five cases right now at
hospital."
Four are in the Arima General Hospital and the other is at the Caura Hospital. Three of the patients in Arima are
one year, two years and less than six
months old.
Paul said, "Those in Arima are a lot
more critical than the one in Caura.The
ones in Arima, three of them are critically ill, one is moderately ill – the one
in Caura"
The other two patients are 14 and
15 years old respectivety.
Reiterating the importance of being
vaccinated against covid19, Paul said,
"We don't want to see a one-year-old
child in hospital on a ventilator. We really want to protect that age group."
Supporting Chief Medical Officer
Dr Roshan Parasram and epidemiologist
Dr Avery Hinds' assessments of early

Dr Joanne Paul

stages of local or community omicron
spread in TT, Paul expected there would
be a three- to five-fold increase in the
hospitalisation of children with covid19.
She placed those cases in two categories.
"You have the smaller category
where they might come in with a fracture
of their wrist or their hand and they also
have covid by chance.
"The larger group are the ones who

come in with pure (covid19) because it's
so transmissible, with omicron coming
through."
Fever fits, sore throats and croup
(an infection of the upper airway, which
obstructs breathing and causes a characteristic barking cough, similar to a sea
lion), are some of the symptoms that
children with covid19 will exhibit.
Paul said, "The major risk factor (to

contract omicron) for children is obesity,
in terms of seeing any effect with omicron. So we are looking at that in terms
of the immune deficiencies also, like
sickle cell (disease)."
Children's age is another factor that
determines the impact of omicron. Paul
said children 12-18 will have comorbidities like sickle cell disease.
But she added, "The younger age
group, the zero-five, the babies, the infants, the one-year-olds who will also
present (symptoms)..they will present
sick with fever and other things associated with that (omicron)."
She urged parents to ensure that
their adolescent children (12-18) are vaccinated as soon as possible, talk to their
children (regardless of age) about protecting themselves against covid19 and
liaise with their doctors, should their
children become ill.
Referring to the emergence of the
deltacron (combination of delta and omicron) variant in a lab in Cyprus last
week, Paul said the World Health Organization (WHO) has analysed this to be
the result of a contaminant at this stage
and not a variant of concern, like delta
and omicron.
There are currently 69 cases of children with multisystem inflammatory
syndrome in children (MIS-C) in TT.
This is a condition where different body
parts can become inflamed, including the
heart, lungs, kidneys, brain, skin, eyes,
or gastrointestinal organs. Paul said this
number could increase should there be
an omicron surge.

Peeved Suriname blocks CAL’s ﬂights
SURINAME, still peeved at the
treatment meted out to its nationals T&T
majority State-owned Caribbean Airlines (CAL), is reported to have denied
the airline’s request to resume flights to
the Dutch-speaking Caribbean Community (Caricom) country.
“As long as Caribbean Airlines
does not fix its issues with its passengers
and the travel agencies, it will not receive permission from me to resume operation. Suriname is a country where
rules apply and order prevails,” said Albert Jubithana, the Minister of Transport,
Communication and Tourism.
CAL has been announcing the resumption of flights to several of its destinations since last year, has so far not
yet responded to the allegation by Suriname.
Suriname said that the airline, unlike others, did not look after it passen-

gers who were stranded here when the
airspace was closed to regular commercial flights in March 2020, as part of the
measures to curb the spread of the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic.
Media reports here said that since
Suriname re-opened its airspace and regular flights have resumed, several international airlines have resumed their
operations, but that Caribbean Airlines
has not yet received permission to resume flying the route.
“She never came back to pick up
her stranded passengers. She never
spoke again, not even a letter. SLM and
Fly All Ways made sure that the stranded
people could leave,” Jubithana, was
quoted as saying by the online publication, dwtonline.com.
He said that CAL is indicating that
it will resume flights between the Zanderij and Piarco International airports on

January 18.
“The company is promoting without Suriname’s permission to resume
flights,” said Jubithana, noting that the
Brazilian airline, Gol had also sought to
emulate the Trinidad-based carrier, after
also leaving its passengers in the cold.
The Minister said Gol “wanted to
return just like that, without solving the
problems it had created” and that the authorities have told the Brazilian company that as long as there are no proper
agreements between it and the travel
agents, there will be no return to Suriname.
Jubithana said he expects the situation to be resolved soon as the airline has
started talks with the Association of
Surinamese Travel Agents (ASRA).
He said the Panamanian airline,
Copa Airlines, has resumed flights to the
Dutch-speaking country after the Asso-

ciation of Surinamese Travel Agents had
informed the government that it has no
objection to the resumption of the
flights. Contacted for comment on the
story by the Caribbean Media Corporation, CAL spokeswoman, Dionne
Ligoure, said: “Caribbean Airlines has
filed all of the necessary paperwork with
the authorities in Suriname and the company is awaiting feedback on same.”
She confirmed that she had seen the
story from the regional wire service.
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Three-time T&T Olympian
killed in Texas car crash
Three-time Trinidad and Tobago
Olympian Deon Lendore, 29, was killed
in a car accident in Texas on Monday
night.
TT Olympic Committee (TTOC)
president Brian Lewis confirmed
Lendore’s passing. Sources close to the
athlete said he was scheduled to return
to TT next week.
Although details of the accident remain sketchy, his fans and teammates
have flooded social media with tributes
celebrating the life and achievements of
the national quarter-miler.
Lendore competed at three
Olympic Games – London 2012, Rio de
Janeiro 2016 and at the Tokyo Games
last year. His excellence on track did not
go unnoticed and he was honoured with
a national award - Hummingbird Gold.

On debut in London, Lendore and
compatriots Jarrin Solomon, Ade Alleyne-Forte and Lalonde Gordon powered to bronze in two minutes, 59.40
seconds (2:59.40).
He also earned three bronze
medals at the World Indoor Championships. In Portland, USA in 2016, he
placed third in the men’s 400m and
4x400m events.
Two years later, he repeated the
feat in the 400m event at the Birmingham, United Kingdom leg. Also in
2018, he just missed out on a medal at
the Commonwealth Games in Gold
Coast, Australia, after placing fourth.
The next year, Lendore was also
part of the historic 4x400 men who won
gold at the World Relays in Yokohama,
Japan in 3:00.81.

Deon Lendore

WI suffer 108-run loss in WC warm-up
WEST Indies Under-19s suffered
a humiliating 108-run defeat to India in
an International Cricket Council (ICC)
Under-19 World Cup warm-up match at
Providence in Guyana, on Sunday.
The teams are preparing for the
2022 Under-19 World Cup which bowls
off on Friday in the West Indies.
Matches will be played in Trinidad,
Guyana, St Kitts and Antigua.
The venues in Trinidad which will
be used are Queen’s Park Oval, Brian
Lara Cricket Academy and Diego Martin Sporting Complex.
The tournament ends on February
5.
Batting first, India scored an impressive 278/6 in 50 overs.
Nishant Sindhu cracked an unbeaten 78 off 76 deliveries to propel
India to the competitive total.
Earlier in the innings, Yash Dhull
hit 52 and Aaradhya Yadav contributed
42.
Fast bowler Johann Layne was the
chief destroyer for West Indies with
3/51 in eight overs.
In reply, West Indies failed to put
on solid partnerships and were dismissed for 170 in 43 overs. It could
have been worse for West Indies, but
Layne and McKenny Clarke added 31
runs for the last wicket.
Layne was the final batsman dismissed for 33.
Opener Matthew Nandu showed
form, but batted slowly in his knock of
52 off 101 balls.
Kaushal Tambe and Manav Parakh

West Indies Under-19 player Matthew Nandu raises his bat after completing his half century

made life difficult for the West Indies
batsmen. Tambe grabbed 3/30 in five
overs and Parakh took 3/34 in ten overs.
West Indies will play Australia in
Group D in their opening match at
Providence, at 10 am, on Friday.

India will face South Africa in
Group B at Providence, on Saturday.
INDIA 278/6 (50 overs) (Nishant
Sindhu 78 not out, Yash Dhull 52,
Aaradhya Yadav 42; Johann Layne
3/51) vs WEST INDIES 170 (43 overs)

(Matthew Nandu 52, J Layne 33;
Kaushal Tambe 3/30, Manav Parakh
3/34, Garv Sangwan 2/18, Aneeshwar
Gautam 2/37) India won by 108 runs
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AG Nandlall serves notice of taking
election petition case to CCJ
Three weeks after the Guyana
Court of Appeal in a 2-1 decision
ruled that it has jurisdiction to hear the
Election Petition case which was
thrown out by Chief Justice Roxanne
George for late service to former President David Granger, the Attorneys
representing the Government and the
Vice President are moving to the CCJ
to appeal the ruling of the Court of
Appeal.
The Attorneys led by Attorney
General Anil Nandlall have approached the Court of Appeal to further stay its decision to give way for
the government to prepare its appeal to
the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ).
The stay of judgment which was
granted on December 21 last year expired on January 4.
In a Notice of Appeal to the Appeal Court, Attorney General Nandlall
is asking the Court to further stay its
decision.
The Attorney General in laying
out his case for a further extension to
stay the judgement, said the intended
appeal is a matter of public interest
which touches and concerns National
and General elections.
He said the proceedings are of
great national importance.

Guyana Attorney General Anil Nandlall

“Complying with section 7 of the
CCJ Act the application for leave to
appeal from the decision of the Court
of Appeal must be, and is hereby made
to this Honorable Court, given that
this is a matter of grave national importance and the appeal lies as of right
to the CCJ,” the Attorney General said
in his submission.
In January last year, Chief Justice
Roxane George dismissed the case be-

cause the petition was served late to
former President David Granger who
was listed as one of the respondents.
The petition was filed by
APNU+AFC coalition supporters
Monica Thomas and Brennan Nurse.
They were asking the court to nullify
the outcome of the March 2, 2020
General and Regional Elections, and
declare that President Dr. Irfaan Ali is
illegally occupying office.

An appeal was then filed by the
Opposition against the Chief Justice’s
ruling and that appeal saw the Attorney General moving a motion to have
the case struck out.
But the Court of Appeal by a majority vote said it can hear preliminary
arguments in the case.
With the matter now moving to
the CCJ, a final determination could
take several months.
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Buying or selling a home is the
largest financial commitment you
will ever make
TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS

BAIN THOMPSON
Sales Representative

You will enjoy our professional and
enthusiastic style of doing business and our
knowledge of the real estate market.

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Let us teach
you how to
make money
in real estate

DAMIAN SOTO

JONATHAN REGALI

TOBE OMEGA
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