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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

20% of Guyana’s land for
Amerindian Peoples
Guyana Vice President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, said 20 per cent of Guyana’s land
should go to its Amerindian peoples. He revealed this during a recent interview
with the New York based Vice News.
See full story on Page 10

Diaspora Canadian
business respond to
Technology input in
Guyana
See Page 2

Rihanna shows off baby bump
Rihanna has babies on the brain!
The Barbadian-born "Diamonds" singer and fashion mogul, 33, is pregnant, expecting her first baby with rapper A$AP Rocky.
The couple was photographed out in New York City over the weekend,
where Rihanna debuted her baby bump while wearing a long pink jacket. Her
oversized outerwear was unbuttoned at the bottom to reveal her growing bump
adorned in a gold cross with colorful jewels.
In one of the sweet photos, which were snapped in Harlem, where A$AP
Rocky grew up, the rapper kisses the soon-to-be mom on her forehead as they
enjoy a snowy walk outdoors.

WE BUY VINYL RECORDS, LPs,
45s AND STEREO
GEAR. CASH PAID!
Local and Courteous. We come to you.

Call Joseph
647-234-9670
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Targeted financial
support programs
available now
For eligible Canadians or business owners
who continue to struggle due to COVID-19:
Hardest-Hit Business Recovery Program
Tourism and Hospitality Recovery Program
Canada Recovery Hiring Program
Canada Worker Lockdown Benefit

canada.ca/coronavirus
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Ready to travel? Returning home
could be complicated
From the CBC:
Many Canadians were forced to
shelve their upcoming vacations when
the pandemic first hit.
Two years later, as March break
approaches, and with COVID-19 restrictions lifting, a number of people are
anxious to resurrect those long-awaited
travel plans.
Canadian-based travel agency
Flight Centre said bookings for trips departing from Canadian airports in March
have spiked by more than 700 per cent
compared to bookings the same time
last year.
"There is no question there's pentup demand," said Flight Centre
spokesperson Allison Wallace. "People
… want to take that trip that they've
been waiting for."
But with the pandemic far from
over, travellers still face a spate of rules
when returning to Canada, including
providing COVID-19 test results to reenter the country and the chance of
being randomly selected for another test
upon arrival.
And the process has only become
more complicated due to the spread of
the highly contagious Omicron variant.
To return home, Canadians must

Chief Public Health Officer Dr Theresa Tam

show proof of a negative molecular test
(such as a PCR test) within 72 hours of
their departing flight or planned arrival
at the land border. Due to Omicron's
rapid spread and an increase in international travel, Canadians may face difficulty booking their pre-entry test, or
getting their results in time.
"Say you're driving across the bor-

der in Washington or something — it's
very hard to get appointments if you're
just doing it for travel and you're not a
citizen," said Wallace.
Snowbirds David and Dianne Fine
are currently living in an RV park in
Yuma, Ariz., but plan to return home to
Hepworth, Ont., in early April. The couple said they worry about getting a

timely test in April — a month when
thousands of Canadian snowbirds will
likely be lining up for the same preentry test in the U.S. before returning to
Canada.
"People are going to be stuck at the
border," worried David Fine. "It's going
to be a mess."
Wallace advises travellers prebook their return test at a clinic near
their travel destination well in advance
to avoid any hold-ups.
"I highly recommend booking your
appointment before you even take your
trip," she said.
Fine said the best solution would
be for the federal government to nix the
pre-entry test requirement for fully vaccinated travellers — something several
politicians and travel industry groups
have previously lobbied for.
"Anyone who has three vaccines
should not need to take a PCR test," said
Fine. "They're responsible and they've
done their duty."
Despite the pleas, the government
says that, due to Omicron's continued
spread, the country's travel rules remain
in place for now. "It's quite difficult to
sort of reduce those measures when
that's the situation," said Chief Public
Health Officer Dr. Theresa Tam.

Poll: 57% of Canadians oppose truckers’ convoy
Almost two-thirds of Canadians
oppose the Ottawa protest against
COVID-19 measures, with more than
four in 10 saying they strongly consider
the demonstration a selfish display, a
new poll suggests.
But almost 30 per cent of Canadians surveyed by Leger disagreed with
that characterization of the demonstration against COVID-19 measures that
has seen hundreds of large trucks create
gridlock and incessant noise in the national capital.
In addition, 44 per cent of those
polled said they sympathized with the
frustrations being voiced by the protesters.
The survey highlights the extent of
divisions within Canada, said Andrew
Enns, executive vice-president of Leger,
suggesting the protesters might have
tapped into broader concerns than just
the grievances of a small minority.

The Leger survey of 1,546 adults
was carried out between Feb. 4 to 6. No
margin of error can be assigned because
web-based polls are not considered random samples.
The survey found that 65 per cent
thought the trucker convoy in Ottawa
was a “small minority of Canadians who
are thinking only about themselves and
not the thousands of Canadians who are
suffering through delayed surgeries and
postponed treatments because of the
growing pandemic.”
Fifty-seven per cent thought the
convoy was not about vaccine mandates
but “an opportunity for right-wing supremacist groups to rally and voice their
frustrations about society.”
Just over half of Canadians polled
said they found the convoy in Ottawa
“scary” because it reminded them of the
storming of the U.S. Capitol Building in
Washington last year. Only 23 per cent

strongly agreed with this statement.
However, 44 per cent of those
polled agreed with the statement: “I am
vaccinated against COVID-19 but I do
sympathize with the concerns and frustrations being voiced by people involved in the trucker protest in Ottawa.”
The same proportion agreed that
the prime minister and premiers “share
the blame for the protest in Ottawa because of their condescending attitude toward Canadians who disagree with
vaccine mandates and lockdowns.”
Enns said the poll had tapped into
underlying frustration among a wider
section of the public with the pandemic
and its handling.
“The convoy has captured and
crystallized some of these feelings,”
Enns said. “It is a bit of a message for
leadership that this might be a bigger
problem.”
When it comes to the nascent Con-

servative party leadership race, the poll
suggests there is not a great deal of
name recognition outside the Conservative party for contenders.
Ten per cent said Pierre Poilievre
should take over from Erin O'Toole as
leader of the Conservative party, followed by seven per cent favouring Ontario Premier Doug Ford.
Most people polled said they didn't
know.
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh would
seem to be the biggest beneficiary of a
Tory party led by Poilievre, the survey
suggests.
While support for the Tories
showed no change with Poilievre at the
helm, the NDP saw a bump in popularity to 24 per cent from 21 in the polls.
Support for Justin Trudeau's Liberals would dip to 31 per cent from 33 if
Poilievre became Tory leader, the survey suggests.

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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Public infrastructure programmes
geared at modernising Guyana
PUBLIC Works Minister, Juan
Edghill has emphasised the importance
of innovative and modern public infrastructure, contending that accessibility
plays a pivotal role in improving the
lives of Guyanese.
Edghill was at the time making his
contribution to the 2022 Budget Debate
in the National Assembly on Thursday.
Budget 2022, he said is “realistic
and futuristic”, pointing out that all programmes and policies outlined are forward-thinking and crafted through
visionary planning.
The government has allocated the
largest portion of the milestone $552.9B
2022 Budget to the Ministry of Public
works. A total of $96.1 billion has been
allocated to the ministry, which is responsible for the country’s infrastructure.
The budget, he told the House, was
crafted specifically to give back to
Guyanese and bring them out of poverty.
The government has allocated
some $76.7 billion for roads and bridges
under the Ministry of Public Works in
the 2022 budget.
Setting the link between the projects and their effects, Minister Edghill
explained that interconnectivity and accessibility have been known to impact
every sector and reduce spending costs.
He noted that the business sector,
including small business owners and
farmers, especially, will benefit from improved infrastructure, noting that the

Tourism on the agenda: infrastructure development will impact country’s capacity to develop sector

major undertakings by the government
will allow for the easy flow of agricultural produce across the country.
“They are urban roads or farm to
market access roads opening up, superhighways. These are not roads that are
leading to just a destination. For example, there will be a new superhighway
from and the construction of the new
four-lane superhighway from Schoonord

(SRS Legal Professional Corporation)
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while the road starts at Schoonord and
ends up for Parika. It opens up opportunities.
It is not just leading to Parika, but
it’s leading to prosperity, opportunities
for housing, opportunities for farming.
We have given incentives for large-scale
plantation agriculture. Those roads open
up those opportunities.”
Minister Edghill noted that the
modernisation of Guyana’s infrastructure directly impacts the country’s ability to build its capacity for tourism. He
noted that in the 2022 budget, government is investing strategically to ensure
roads are opened up to provide different
tourism experiences as the government
continues to push Guyana’s eco-tourism
destinations.
He noted that tourism will not just
bring in money for the country but has
and continues to be a major avenue for
job creation.
“We all know because we travel in
the Caribbean; tourism is one of the sectors that create employment in a largescale. We have to put in place the
infrastructure to support tourism… we
have to be able to put in place the infrastructure to ensure that the tourists who
are coming here get to rent a car to drive
and see the country,” said Minister
Edghill.
Another sector that depends largely
on public infrastructure, according to

Minster Edghill, is the agriculture sector,
which does not just benefit from roads
for the transport of crops and other
goods, but also the waterways.
Minister Edghill noted that following the flooding in 2022, due to unprecedented levels of rainfall, the government
has invested in this year’s budget to significantly improve sea and river defences.
“Mr. Speaker, our investments in
the infrastructure to accommodate agriculture to this budget provide $5 billion
to support sea and river defences. But
it’s not just boulders, rip-rap sea defence
we are thinking about. We’re thinking
about the thousands of farmers… so we
are making the investments to secure
agriculture.”
The Public Works Minister also
noted that hinterland development is top
priority of the government. He stated
that in 2021, the government bought
tractors and the machinery for harvesting; plows and trailers to transport people in several hinterland communities.
In the 2022 budget, government has
allocated some $3.4 billion for hinterland roads. In 2021, contracts to construct roads in hinterland communities
were given to the people of those communities.
This is part of the government’s vision for an interconnected, accessible
Guyana, he said.
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Guyana’s First People back at
centre of development
DEFENDING her budgetary allocations in the National Assembly on
Thursday, Amerindian Affairs Minister,
Pauline Sukhai said that the 2022 budget
is centred on further improving the lives
of indigenous youths and the economic
growth in hinterland communities.
During her contributions to the
2022 budget debate at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre (ACCC), the minister
said, that this year’s budget is one that
will continue to strengthen the Peoples
Progressive Party/ Civic (PPP/C) Government efforts to build a prosperous nation.
In doing so, Minister Sukhai highlighted that the government will be
restarting several projects that were

abandoned by the A Partnership for National Unity + Alliance For Change
(APNU+AFC) Government during their
tenure.
“Mr. Speaker another parked project was the Amerindian Land Titling
project… Mr. Speaker, not a single land
title was approved by the APNU+AFC
Government in five years sitting at the
helm of the government,” the minister
said, adding: “Mr. Speaker it will be the
PPP/C Government that will take that
parked project and make it into reality
and once and for all deal with land matters for the Indigenous people.”
The minister further noted that
within one year the PPP/C government
has demarcated five Amerindian villages

Amerindian Affairs Minister, Pauline Sukhai
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under the Amerindian land titling project
(ALT) and the 2022 budget will see
more villages being demarcated.
Minister Sukhai, in responding to
critic from the opposition, posited that
the budget provides a platform and foundation for improvement in all sectors.
This, she said will see significant improvement of lives across the country.
“And in improving every sector is
ensuring that the Guyanese people can
rest assure that their security and livelihoods and lives will be taken care [of]
by this government. It is setting the foundation and I want to say to you, the other
side, that you better get your act in order
to contribute to development and not
continue to attempt to destroy this country, it is too beautiful.”
Additionally, the minister noted that
the 2022 budget will remedy the errors
that were made by the previous regime.
This, she said, will be done under the
Amerindian Development Fund.
“Under the Amerindian Development Fund, we can expect a number of
things that will remedy the neglect and
remedy the marginalisation and remedy
the fact that we are now delivering in a
period where in the last five years there
was no delivery.”
As it relates to the agriculture sector, Minister Sukhai said that the previous administration did very little to
address the issues of farmers and other
agriculture stakeholders in the hinterland
regions.
“I can assure you in this budget the
support from the Ministry of Agriculture
will be forth coming, and in fact, in one
year of our government, they have been
able to provide funding for a number of
Amerindian communities throughout the
hinterland to strengthen their capacity to
cultivate and to grow more food.”
The minister noted that her ministry
will also complement the support from
the Agriculture Ministry in delivering 71
additional tractor-trailers to several other
hinterland communities.
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Attorney General announces
massive legislative agenda
ATTORNEY GENERAL and Minister of Legal Affairs, Anil Nandlall,
S.C., has announced a massive, transformational legislative agenda that the government has set out for 2022.
He made the announcement during
his presentation on the final day of the
national budget debate, Friday.
Themed, “Steadfast against all
challenges, resolute in building our One
Guyana,’ this year’s budget of $552.9
billion contains a raft of measures to create wealth for all Guyanese and improve
their livelihoods. This follows the
$383.1 billion national budget in 2021.
“The aggregate budgeted sum of a
mammoth $552 billion constitutes, by
far, the largest financial injection, ever,
into the Guyanese economy. I have said
elsewhere, it is like injecting a racehorse
with a huge dose of steroid before the
race begins.
“Without the gigantic spin-off benefits destined to flow therefrom, the
mere expenditure of this massive sum
will invigorate every corner of this nation with a level of commercial, economic, and social activity never

Guyana Attorney General Anil Nandlall

witnessed before,” the Attorney General
articulated on Friday.
In outlining some of the potential
legislations, Minister Nandlall said there

is the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (Control) (Amendment) Bill
2021; Hire-Purchase Bill; Evidence
(Amendment) Bill; Suicide Prevention

Bill; Border Patrol Bill; Wills (Amendment) Bill; Restorative Justice Bill,
among many others.
In his presentation, the Attorney
General said that many of these Bills
have already been sent to the respective
ministries for review.
Additionally, Minister Nandlall
said the recently established Law Reform Commission will move into gear
in 2022.
“Last week I met with them, and
they promised that within a month they
will complete their work programme for
the year 2022, their first full year in office. I have requested that they meet
with certain important stakeholder organisations in our country and to receive
recommendations for law reform. The
work of this commission will further
augment the government’s legislative
agenda,” the Attorney General said.
Friday is the final day of the
Budget 2022 debate. Next week, the National Assembly will transition into the
Committee of Supply to consider the
budgetary estimates.

PM: Renewable energy high on the agenda
Prime Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d),
Mark Phillips has outlined several
transformative projects that the government will undertake in 2022 to significantly improve the local energy sector.
During his budget presentation on
Friday evening, the senior government
official said that the distribution of
30,000 solar PV home energy systems
will start in hinterland and riverine
communities this year. At its completion, 4.5 megawatts of power will be
provided across all 10 administrative
regions, benefiting over 200 communities and tens of thousands of Guyanese.
Several small but transformative
renewable energy projects are also expected to be completed. Among these
include the installation of a 1.5
megawatt solar farm in Bartica and a
one megawatt solar farm in Lethem.
Both projects are expected to be completed within the first quarter of 2022.
“These initiatives that capitalise
on the power of renewable energy will

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

certainly lead us along a path of sustainability while allowing us to reach
remote areas to serve the needs of people who have, for too long, remained
unserved because of their geographical
location.”
Additionally, the Prime Minister
said that $31.6M has been budgeted as
a catalyst for e-mobility. This allocation will see the installation of six
level-three fast charging facilities for
electric vehicles. The facilities, which
will be located at S & R Parking Lot,
Guyana Energy Agency, MovieTowne,
Giftland Mall, Massy at Providence
and Little Rock Suites in New Amsterdam, are expected to achieve 80 per
cent charging capacity within 40 minutes.
The Prime Minister added that the
Government has catered for the addition of 2.8 megawatts of power to
GPL’s capacity this year. This comes as
a result of growing demand.
“Despite the challenges faced by

PM Mark Phillips

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the
Guyana Power and Light customer
base increased by five per cent in
2021.”
He added that GPL expects “10
per cent growth in the customer base,

with an estimated 235,576 customers
by December 31, 2022”.
According to the senior government official, there are also planned infrastructural upgrades being
undertaken at GPL in 2022 that will see
the company reducing loss of generation capacity and improving its ability
to transmit power to cater to the demand.
Among these plans is the reinforcing of the Demerara – Berbice interconnected system through the upgrades
of several integral transmission and
distribution locations.
In addition to these provisions, the
Wales gas-to-energy project and the
Amaila Falls hydropower project will
also commence this year under the
Prime Minister’s supervision.
“Both projects will transform the
cost structure of GPL and will bring
stability to the current fluctuations in
generation cost due to the volatility of
fuel prices.”

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Glidden Rd.
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Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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World has lost an
amazing voice: Ali
THE world has lost an amazing
voice in the passing of Lata
Mangeshkar, the Nightingale of India,
said President Dr Irfaan Ali, who
noted that, for decades, she inspired
many and brought tremendous happiness to her fans globally, including
Guyanese when she toured this country in October 1980.
“Her humility, passion and motivation over all these years are admirable traits we can all learn from.
Her voice will surely live on in her
music. We express condolences to her
family and the Government and people of India, especially. May her soul
find eternal peace,” the President said
Lata Mangeshkar
in a Facebook post.
Indian High Commissioner to
Guyana, Dr KJ Srinivasa in a statement said Mangeshkar’s passing has left a void
that cannot be filled.
“The sad passing away of Kumari Lata Mangeshkar has left all Indians
across the world including the Indian Diaspora and those who loved music, anguished beyond words. She was very kind, caring and was one of the most accomplished and humble Indians. Her popularity spanned across generations. The
coming generations will remember her as a stalwart of Indian culture, whose
melodious voice had an unparalleled ability to mesmerise people,” he said.
High Commissioner Srinivasa also noted that her songs brought out a variety
of emotions for over seven decades during which she was a witness to the transitions of the Indian film world. Beyond films, she was always passionate about
India and its progress.
“We pray for her soul to attain Sadgati and strength to her family and millions of fans and followers to bear the loss. Om Shanti,” his said.

1176 Morningside Ave, Unit # 1, Scarborough, ON. M1B 3A4
(Inside A2Z Dry Clean Store) Next to Charlie West Indian food (morningside & sheppard)
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$783M allocated to GECOM to prepare for local elections in Guyana
WITH there being a likelihood that
Local Government Elections (LGE) will
be held this year, the Guyana Elections
Commission (GECOM) has been allocated some $783 million to begin preparations for the potential polls.
This sum was included in the commission’s $4.1 billion budget, which was
approved by the Parliamentary Committee of Supply, on Monday.
The elections were due in 2021 and
although $1.1 billion had been allocated
for it in that year’s national budget, there
were questions surrounding the credibility of several GECOM employees who
were implicated in purported attempts to
rig the 2020 elections. Several of those
employees were eventually fired.
Last December, after months without a Chief Elections Officer (CEO),
Vishnu Persaud was hired to fill the post.
And although there are still key administrative gaps within GECOM’s secretariat, provisions have been made for the
commission to commence preparations
for the Local Government Elections.
A breakdown of what the allocated
sum will cater for was provided to the
Committee of Supply by Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance, Gail
Teixeira, during her response to questions from opposition parliamentarians.
The minister said that $583 million
has been set aside to hire between 10,000
and 12,000 temporary employees for the
elections.
Although there are financial provi-

Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance Gail Teixeira

sions for preparations, Minister Teixeira
was clear that a roadmap is being prepared by the commission, so it would be
up to the stakeholders there to decide on
when they are ready to commence the
process.
“They have not reached the stage to
say what quarter of the year they would
be willing to commence,” the minister

related.
This, however, did not stop opposition Member of Parliament, David Patterson, from questioning whether there
are provisions in the budget to update the
list of voters.
In responding to Patterson, Minister
Teixeira first referenced a ruling of the
Chief Justice (ag) Roxane George, that

no attempt should be made to scrap the
existing National Registrar of Registrants.
The minister clarified that the matter of a new list is, however, one for the
commission to decide on, but she assured the committee that the budgetary
matters will fall into place.
As it is now, there are provisions for
claims and objections, which, in essence,
is a process of continuous registration.
Persons who were unable to register during the process that preceded the March
2, 2020, General and Regional Elections
would have a chance to do so whenever
the registration process commences.
To support the registration process
and other activities of the commission,
the government has also budgeted funds
for increased security services, equipment maintenance, rental of generators,
containers to store ballots, and the for
public awareness campaigns.
“The budget was prepared here
based on what they [the secretariat]
know,” Minister Teixeira said.
The government has repeatedly indicated that it is ready to hold the elections, but is awaiting the guidance of the
GECOM. Notwithstanding this, the opposition continues to press the issue.
Last Friday, during the final day of
the budget debate, Minister of Local
Government and Regional Development, Nigel Dharamlall said: “We believe in democracy, we believe in
people’s choices...”

Forestry earned US$31M in 2021
IN 2021, Guyana’s forestry sector
managed to rake in export earnings of
more than US$31 million, according to
figures provided by the Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat.
The exported products include
logs, lumber and round wood, derived
from 377,838 cubic metres of production. The production numbers represent
a 16 per cent increase when compared
to the previous year.
Although securing notable revenues, the forestry sector still has much
more scope for development, particularly in the area of added value.
It was only recently that Public
Works Minister Juan Edghill lamented
the fact that even though Guyana is the
producer of world-class timber, much
more can be done to boost manufacturing, particularly in the area of furnituremaking.
As it relates to the ministry’s plans
for the forestry sector, it was noted that
while production, exports and valueadded products would not be able to
reach capacity this year, 2022 investments are likely to initiate growth and
inspire upward trends.

Already, even amid a global pandemic and months of devastating and
unprecedented floods, the sector is well
on its way to making a drastic turnaround, especially with the governing
body, the Guyana Forestry Commission
(GFC) being brought back from the
brink of bankruptcy, with a monthly income revenue of $90 million – a notable
increase when compared to a pre-pandemic period in 2019, when the commission’s revenue collection stood at
$70 million.
Minister Bharrat had said that improvements in the sector can be attributed to the implementation of specific
policies.
He noted that upon assuming office
in August 2020, he met with staff and
stakeholders of the forestry sector to devise and enact strategies that could
“boost the financial performance and
management capabilities of the Guyana
Forestry Commission.”
It was noted that, following the engagement, a new policy direction was
taken and the forestry sector soon began
recording positive changes that demonstrate the GFC’s ability to function ef-

Natural Resources Minister Vickram Bharrat

fectively and independently.
A significant achievement, as outlined by the minister, was the ministry’s
ability to convince small-scale loggers
to return to their operations as a means
of supporting the construction boom
that has taken effect across the country.

Minister Bharrat has said that currently, the local forestry sector has
much, much room for increased production, especially since Guyana’s log production remains well below what is
prescribed.
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Singing sisters: Asha Bhosle (l) and Lata Mangeshkar

Asha Bhosle devastated over
death of sister Lata Mangeshkar
Lata Mangeshkar's great niece actor Padmini
Kolhapure has revealed in a recent interview how
the legendary singer's death has affected her
younger sister, singer Asha Bhosle.
Padmini is Lata and Asha's great niece. Her
grandmother and Lata and Asha's father Dinanath
Mangeshkar were siblings. The actor spoke about
the death of Lata in a recent interaction. "As much
as death is the hardest truth or fact, we really felt
that nothing is going to happen to her and she is always going to be with us. We are all shaken," she
told Pinkvilla.
Talking about how Asha Bhosle is handling
the loss of her sibling, Padmini said, "She is broken

down." On Sunday, actor Anupam Kher had shared
a photo of himself with Asha at her residence, hours
after Lata's death. Anupam shared a black and
white picture of them sitting together, as he held
her hands while she smiled at him and he looked at
her with sadness in his eyes. Anupam wrote on Instagram, "It is often the biggest smile hiding the
saddest heart!"
The Prem Rog actor fondly remembered Lata
and her love for reality TV shows. "Even recently
when I went and met her a couple of times, she was
glued to the television set, would watch reality
shows and was a great fan of many of them. She
was in tune with what’s going on," said Padmini.

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
416-759-2359
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Regional commitment vital in
achieving reduction in food imports
Guyana’s Head of State, Dr. Irfaan
Ali has stressed the importance of
across-the-board commitments by
CARICOM Member States in achieving
the target of reducing food importation
by 25 percent by the year 2025.
Guyana currently holds the lead responsibility for Agriculture, Agricultural
Diversification and Food Security in
CARICOM and is spearheading the regional body’s quest of reducing its
US$5B food import bill.
During his address at the 101st Special Meeting of the Council for Trade
and Economic Development (COTED),
via videoconference, the President reminded the leaders of the need to work
as a cohesive unit.
“It is either we are serious about
this or we are not serious about this—we
have to decide. This is not an individual
country trying to achieve something.
This is us as a collective. This is about
us being successful together … we cannot advance this if the commitment and
the full participation is not there,” a government release quoted the President as
saying.
In his capacity as the meeting’s
Chair, President Ali also invited discussions on the updates provided by the
Special Ministerial Taskforce (MTF) on
Food Production and Food Security.
The representatives were invited to
identify areas where they can increase
food production and come up with an actionable plan that also includes a budget,
technical resources and investment.
They were also tasked with identifying
the gaps in each category.

Guyana President Irfaan Ali

President Ali noted that the intention is to be able to lead an effort to mobilise technical help and financial
resources and to work with the Member
States in achieving the target.
He said he requested the meeting to
ensure that concrete decisions and a
clear path are established in moving forward.
Both Guyana’s Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Hugh Todd, were with the President.
Minister Mustapha, who serves as
the Chairman of the MTF, provided a
progress report to participants on the
work of the task force to date while participating Agriculture Ministers and

other senior officials from across the
CARICOM Region provided updates on
their country’s efforts to address agriculture-related issues.
The removal of non-tariff barriers
as a means of promoting intra-regional
trade and quick resolution of Sanitary
and Phytosanitary (SPS) disputes were
also raised by Dr. Richard Blair, an Agricultural Economist with CARICOM.
He noted that the two main challenges the region faces are SPS measures
and qualitative restrictions such as arbitrary licences requirements.
The Members States also discussed
their national action plans, including resource allocations in support of the 25 by
2025 target.
Before the next CARICOM Heads

of Government Meeting, participants are
expected to set conditions, including actions required and interventions needed
to achieve the target.
Also on the agenda was a discussion on the poultry industry, which President Ali said brings tremendous
opportunities. “The suggestion is for us
to have poultry as a mainstay of what we
want to achieve. So, for example, if a
country is producing zero percent, how
can we take them to 25 percent; if you
are producing 25 percent, how can we
take you to 50 percent. We need to examine if we can do it and how we can do
it.”
Other discussions included taxes
and duties, incentivising agriculture, climate-smart resilient agriculture, productivity,
technical
support,
crop
identification for import substitution, addressing consumption, our consumption
pattern and behaviour, data collection,
monitoring system, regional transport infrastructure, agro-processing and creating a regional brand.
Meanwhile, CARICOM SecretaryGeneral, Dr. Carla Barnett lauded the
participants for their positive discussions.
She added that sustainable results
require that specific needs of each Member State be addressed. This, she
stressed, is however dependent on the
input of each Member State.
President Ali assured that there will
be direct linkages with the Secretariat
and each Member State to craft a targeted outcome and strategic framework.

Guyana to get new UAE, Saudi embassies
Guyana will this year be opening
new missions overseas particularly in oil
producing states, United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Saudi Arabia and Morocco, according to Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Trade, Hugh Todd.
He gave the disclosure Monday, as
parliamentarians met for the last day of
the Budget Presentation aspect of the
budgetary approval process for this year
and spoke to Head of State, President Irfaan Ali’s commitment, to an ambitious
international policy agenda.
With a total $6B allocation, Minister Todd told the House that $3.6B of
that is directly being plugged into the administration’s Foreign Policy Programme. According to the Minister, that
Ministry is essential towards achieving
the President’s vision of a 21st century
Guyana.
Describing as adequate the allocations for his Ministry, Minister Todd told
the House, his Ministry’s $6B allocation
is key to aiding the continuity and bolstering of Guyana’s foreign policy ini-

tiative.
To this end, he reminded of the Diaspora Unit of the Ministry which is
aimed at harnessing the skills and expertise of Guyanese living abroad since
they can play an impactful role in the development of the country.
The People’s Progressive Party
Civic (PPP/C), he said, since taking Office in August 2020 has dedicated great
efforts towards this end.
According to Todd, in an unprecedented time of change, including the advent of a pandemic, Climate Change and
Migration issues globally, Guyana – as
a small developing nation – is looking to
carve out its geopolitical space and
Budget 2022 provides adequate financial
support in this regard.
Government’s foreign policy objectives, he said, include the preservation of
Guyana’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, promoting trade and investment,
engaging the Diaspora in national development efforts in addition to improving
bilateral ties and other alliances, while

Foreign Minister Hugh Todd

building new ones.
To this end, Todd was adamant,
Budget 2022 is “a people’s budget. A
budget that is people centred and people
driven.”
He was adamant that the PPP/C is

the only party in Guyana’s history that
has consistently crafted national budgets
that always put the people of Guyana
first with a view of improving their lives
in a way that matters most.
This, he said, is especially important in this ethos of Guyana’s history, a
clear reference to the nascent oil and gas
industry and its potential for the country’s development.
As such, contrasting Budget 2022
with his predecessors’ versions, Todd
said the David Granger-led administration’s time in office was characterised as
delusional and despotic.
Economic development under the
People’s National Congress Reform
dominated administration, according to
Minister Todd, “was filled with delusional ideas and failed promises.”
He cited as example, the commitment by the A Partnership for National
Unity + Alliance for Change
(APNU+AFC), in the Paris Agreement
to have Guyana’s economy be 100 percent completely renewable by 2025.
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Guyana government unveils plans to
build Silica City, new ‘smart city’
The Government of Guyana is forging ahead with the idea of building a new
smart city, complete with modern amenities, including a Golf course resort facility, an Eco- Industrial park and
Streetscape designs.
As such, some 3,800 acres of land
have been set aside for the pursuit of this
initiative—the development of a new
city in Guyana, Silica City. According to
Minister of Housing and Water, Collin
Croal, a preliminary development concept has already been completed identifying the key features of “the smart city
approach in terms of residential and nonresidential development, transport and
infrastructure,
sustainable
urban
drainage, conservation and tourism district, waste management, alternative energy, technological aspects and
agriculture.”
Consultations, he said, are on-going
with the utility companies to coordinate
the development of their infrastructure
since it is anticipated that a shared utility
corridor will cater for all utilities to be
routed underground.
To this end, Minister Croal told the
National Assembly, the defined area of
interest for development is located
within the vicinity of the SoesdykeTimehri area, “where approximately
3,800 acres of state land have been identified as available for immediate devel-

Artist’s rendering of Silica City

opment.”
The government minister gave the
update during his contribution to the
Budget debates which concluded on Fri-

day last at the Arthur Chung Conference
Centre (ACCC) where he said, it is envisaged that over the next 20 years, the
projected population for this new city

will be approximately 50,000 or about
12,500 households.
This, in light of “employment creation and accommodating new households within a non-coastal settlement,
therefore, within the first five years, it is
expected that the city would be developed to cater for at least 3,125 households, approximately 625 units
annually.”
According to Minister Croal, the
“smart city” approach is proposed for
creating a new city that is compact,
pedestrian-oriented, energy-efficient, interconnected and sustainable, comfortable, attractive and secure and that a key
area of focus, “is the preservation and
enhancement of the valuable, natural and
cultural resources of the area.”
He told Members of Parliament,
“the vision for Silica City is the creation
of a vibrant, sustainable, resilient and
modern city, and this vision is in keeping
with the Low Carbon Development
Strategy, Guyana’s international commitments.”
The idea of Silica City, he said, is
primarily born out of the need for
Guyana to have an urban centre that is
complementary to the existing capital
city of Georgetown.
It was first touted in 2013 by then
Minister of Housing and Water, now
President, Irfaan Ali.

CRIME & COURTS

Man, 24, killed saving friend from bullet
A night out with friends ended
tragically for a 24-year-old clothes vendor, Carlos Waithe, who had his life
snuffed out early Monday morning
while trying to save one of his friends
from being gunned down by several
men.
Waithe, a resident of Norton and
George Streets, Georgetown, was killed
from a bullet to the head around
04:00hrs on Leopold Street.
However, it was learnt that he was
not the one that the men wanted to kill;
they were initially after his friend.
Earlier that night, Waithe had left
his home for a Sunday night hang with
friends and was reportedly bar-hopping. Sometime around 01:00hrs he
went home but subsequently left after
another friend called him to share a few
drinks at a popular bar located on Breda
and Smyth Streets, not too far from his
home.
The decision to leave his home
turned out to be a fatal one. While
there, an argument broke out between

the friend, who invited him, and several
men.
The verbal confrontation soon escalated and the men reportedly took out
handguns to shoot the friend. Eyewitnesses described what followed as
something “out of a movie scene”.
His friend, according to reports,
began to ran towards Leopold Street
and the men gave chase firing several
shots behind him.
Police reported that Waithe decided to run behind the men saying,
“y’all can’t shoot da man.” It was at this
point, while trying to save his friend,
that the men turned their attention to
Waithe, firing several rounds in his direction.
Waithe reportedly fell to the
ground and remain still while the shooters escaped.
At the scene, shortly after
04:00hrs, many of the man’s friends
were crying and still in disbelief.
Waithe was lying face down and
some of his friends were seen shaking

him to see if he was still alive as they
awaited a taxi to transport him to the
hospital. The clothes vendor remained
motionless even as he was being rushed
to the hospital.
According to police, he was taken
to the Woodlands Hospital where doctors pronounced him dead on arrival.
Up to press time, no one was arrested.

38 years for rape

Odingo
Emmanuel,
called
‘Dingo’, 48, a miner, was on Monday
sentenced to serve 38 years behind bars
for raping a woman after a ‘wake house
visit’.
Emmanuel was charged in June
2019 for the offence. On his first court
appearance, he was not required to
plead to the charge which alleged that
he had sexual intercourse with a
woman without her consent on August
10, 2018 at Imbaimadai Landing,
Upper Mazaruni River, Region Seven.
The accused was on trial in the
Suddie High Court before Justice Priya

Sewnarine-Beharry. In December 2021,
a 12-member jury found Emmanuel
guilty of raping the woman and his sentencing was deferred.
The State was represented by
prosecutor, Tiffini Lyken, while Emmanuel was being represented by attorney-at-law, Lachmi Dindayal.
Before the sentencing was handed
down, a probation report in favour of
Emmanuel was presented to the court.
The report stated that, according to residents of Imbaimadai, when Emmanuel
is under the influence of alcohol, he is
known to commit such offences.
In handing down her ruling, Justice Sewnarine-Beharry took into consideration that the rape was
premeditated, that Emmanuel had unprotected sex with the victim and that
he could have exposed her to Sexually
Transmitted Diseases (STDs) – she also
considered the psychological trauma
the accused put the victim through.
Justice Sewnarine-Beharry sentenced Emmanuel to 38 years.
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Fire destroys nine automotive
businesses in Trinidad
A devastating fire destroyed nine
automotive businesses in Bamboo Number Two in East Trinidad on Monday.
The fire started just after 5 pm as a
loud explosion was heard coming from
one of the businesses.
Fire officials were up to late attempting to extinguish parts of the massive blaze that kept reigniting
challenging fire officials at the scene.
The damage is said to be in the
multi-millions of dollars.
Speaking with reporters, businessman Inshan Ishmael whose business
place is opposite to where the fire started
said it began at the northern side of the
business block called “Autoplex”.
“This fire started opposite to my
home. My daughter heard a few noises
and thought it was people offloading
containers but when I came downstairs
and heard the noise I peeped outside and
saw smoke emanating from the first
building on the northern side and fire so
I immediately raised an alarm and attempted to throw fireballs but I couldn’t
get in because of the burglar proofing,”
Ishmael said.
“Neighbours started to assist with
fire hose but because of diesel and oil
and other combustible items and in less
than ten minutes the entire northern side
was on fire. The fire spread quickly because of the high wind conditions travelled west and then made a U-turn,” he
added.
Ishmael said the most embarrassing
thing was that the fire officials ran out
of water about three times and firefight-

The scene of the fire

ers had to depend on water trucks
despatched by the Water and Sewerage
Authority.
He disclosed that the area has no
fire hydrants.
“Seven years ago my business
place burnt down and since then no hydrants. They have $20 million to spend

to put people in hog pen but we don’t
have money to put fire hydrants.”
Also speaking with reporters, one
of the tenants said he is frustrated and
stressed out.
“I lost millions of dollars and I am
stressed out. So many people out of jobs
now. It’s nine businesses that burnt.”

A fire officer on the scene admitted
that they were challenged but assured
that they are working feverishly to extinguish and control the blaze.
“Because of the nature of the businesses the fires will keep reigniting but
we are doing our best with what we have
at the moment.”

Boy, 15, among 3 killed in West Trinidad shooting
A 15-year-old boy was among three
people killed on Saturday night in Diego
Martin, West Trinidad. A fourth victim
was shot and wounded.
The victims were identified as
Joseph Spring, 36, aka “Balls” of Upper
Cemetery Street Extension, Diego Martin; Kevin Kyle Spring, 15, a Form Two
pupil of Tranquility Government Secondary School of Upper Cemetery Street
Extension, Diego Martin and Rondell
John, 33, a labourer/farmer of Waterman
Road, Belmont.
Police said Orwal Spring, 57, a gardener/ handyman, also of Upper Cemetery Street Extension is warded at the
Port-of-Spain General Hospital in a serious but stable condition. According to
a police report, at about 7.55 pm loud
explosions were heard coming from the
Upper Cemetery Street, Diego Martin,
area.
Residents made checks and saw
Joseph Spring lying on the road atop a
flight of stairs. Kevin was found lying

on the first few steps at the top and John
was found lying on the lower portion of
the flight of stairs. Orwal was taken to
the St James Medical Complex where he
was treated and warded.
Members of the Homicide Bureau
of Investigations Region One and a
members of the Homicide Bureau Crime
Scene Unit responded.
Officers recovered 32 spent 9 mm
shell casings, three fragments, two .40
spent shell casings, five 5.56 spent shell
casing and two projectiles from the
scene.
A gold Nissan Almera, belonging
to Joseph Spring that bore a gunshot to
the front bonnet and windscreen, was
also processed and taken to the West
End Police Station.
Speaking with reporters, Kevin’s
grandfather, who wished not to be
named, said his grandson was at the
wrong place at the wrong time.
“I lie down sleeping and all of a
sudden I hear gunshots when I wake up.

I don’t know what to think or expect. I
said well, the gunmen in my yard shooting up and I thought they trying to shoot
me, so I trying to get off the bed and the
mosquito net tied around the bed and my
foot hook into the mosquito net and I
end up on the floor because I panicking.
“When I come out my son telling
me four fellas now pass with thing
around they head and mask and when
we go around the corner three men lie
down on the ground—two dead. John
went to work with us on Friday and the
other was my grandson who was washing cars for a living because he have no
school and he start washing cars since
last year,” he added.
Kevin’s grandfather said when he
saw his grandson dead he lost all his
senses. He said: “My nephew saying I
could do with a little help here please. I
get shot but I wasn’t really thinking and
listening. Nothing was registering.”
“We are trying to make sense of
everything,” he added.

He said Kevin took care of his fiveyear-old brother.
“He took care of his brother since
he was born. Nobody wouldn’t have
anything bad to say about KK. He tried
to please everybody. I can’t understand
why someone like KK would get
gunned down like a dog like this,” the
grandfather said.
In an unrelated murder, a 27-yearold man was shot dead in Port-of-Spain
on Saturday. The victim was identified
as Jarrick Hoyte of Sobo Village, San
Fernando.
Police reported that at about 1.45
pm residents of Calvary Hill, East Dry
River, Port of Spain, heard several gunshots ring out in the area.
Officers of the Inter-Agency Task
Force (IATF) responded and during
checks found Hoyte’s body on the
ground. He was shot multiple times
about the body. Several spent 9mm
shells were also found on the scene.
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JA’s Lee Chin, Rihanna make Forbes
list of top black billionaires
Jamaica's Michael Lee-Chin
ranked at 12 on the list of 15 black billionaires named by Forbes for 2022 with
US$1.6 billion in net worth.
Lee-Chin is a majority investor in
National Commercial Bank Jamaica,
AIC Limited, and other companies.
Avery Newmark, writing for the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, highlights
that on Forbes' new billionaire list notes
that only 15 or less than one per cent are
African or African-American.
Barbados National Hero Rihanna is
new to the Forbes billionaire list ranking
at number seven among persons of
African descent with a net worth of
US$1.7 billion.
On the full list, as of January 22,
2022, Tesla and SpaceX founder Elon
Musk is number one with a net worth
valued at US$243 billion, ranking number one among the wealthy.
He was followed by Amazon's
founder and former CEO Jeff Bezos (net
worth: US$168 billion). In third place is
LVMH's chairman and CEO Bernard
Arnault, with approximately US$167
billion total net worth.
In fourth place was Microsoft head
Bill Gates who ranked 4th with a personal wealth of US$129 billion.
On the list of 15 African Americans, Caribbean billionaires and African
Americans, actor Tyler Perry places at
number 15. Perry is an actor, director,
producer and screenwriter. His net worth
is US$1 billion
In 14th place is hip hop star Jay-Z:
US$1.4 billion. In 13th place is Strive
Masiyiwa, owner of mobile phone network Econet Wireless Zimbabwe. He

Canada-based Jamaican businessman Michael Lee Chin

has a net worth of: US$1.5 billion.
Number 11 is Michael Jordan with a net
worth of US$1.6 billion.
Number 10 is singer Rihanna with
a net worth of $1.7 billion. Number nine
is artist and entrepreneur Kanye West
with net worth of $1.8 billion.
Number 8 is co-founder and CEO
of the software firm Palantir Technologies Alex Karp with net worth of US
$2.1 billion. Number 7 is Oprah Winfrey
with a net worth of US$2.7 billion.
Number six is founder and chairman of African Rainbow Minerals,
South African mining businessmen Dr

Patrice Motsepe: US$2.9 billion
Number five is David Steward, cofounder and chairman of World Wide
Technology, an $11.2 billion IT provider
whose customers include Citi, Verizon
and the federal government. His net
worth is US$3.7 billion. Fourth is Abdulsamad Rabiu, founder of BUA
Group, a Nigerian business group involved in sugar refining, cement production, real estate, steel, port concessions,
manufacturing, oil, gas and shipping.
His net worth is US$4.9 billion.
Third is Robert F Smith, founder of
private equity firm Vista Equity Part-

ners, which he founded in 2000. His net
worth is US$6 billion.
Number two on the list of Africans
and African descendants is Mike Adenuga who is said by Forbes to have
made his first million at 26 selling lace
and distributing soft drinks and built his
fortune in telecom and oil production.
His net worth is US $6.1 billion.
Number one is Nigerian Aliko
Dangote with a net worth of US $11.5
billion. He founded and owns nearly 88
per cent of publicly-traded Dangote Cement, and also has stakes in other publicly-traded manufacturing companies.

KFC Jamaica facing chicken supply shortage
KFC Jamaica on Friday sent a notice to the public saying it is facing “unforeseen shortages on chicken products”
due to “significant supply challenges” at
its sole supplier Jamaica Broilers, but the
chicken producers say there is no shortage.
Mark Myers, managing director of
Restaurants of Jamaica, the operators of
KFC in the island, however said that the
situation with chicken supplies to his
restaurants has been dire with the products “coming late, coming short or not
coming at all”.
“We have a current situation with
one of our premier products, which is
wings. For instance, in Sav-la-Mar which
is our number one wings market, we
have had no wings in that restaurant
since Wednesday,” he told Sunday Finance.
He said the KFC purchasing team
has been having conversations with the

Jamaica Broilers marketing team “almost
every hour on the hour” about the situation.
“We've had a number of promises
and schedules, and some of them come,
some of them don't come, some of them
come late. All up to 2 o'clock in the
morning the other day we had restaurants
receiving stock. I mean, that's not something we do normally... we don't accept
deliveries at nights because of security
issues. However, with our current situation we have been trying to accommodate as best we can.”
Myers said his team decided to put
out the notice on Friday, the company's
busiest day of the week, after telling the
Jamaica Broilers that if the situation isn't
resolved, they would have to let the public know what's happening.
“My team members are on the front
line. The customers are coming in and
not getting what they want and [are]

starting to behave bad, and [so] we had
to come out and level with the customers
as to what's been going on. And this has
been going on since about last weekend.”
On Friday during the interview for
this story, Myers pointed out, “Up to this
morning (Friday), we had over half of
our restaurants opened with not enough
products to get us through the day.”
Myers said the company has to get
creative in moving products around from
one restaurant to the other to alleviate the
shortage.
“It's not just us enuh, this is a widespread thing. I understand there are some
school canteens which have not been
able to meet their demand [for chicken],
I understand there are some supermarkets that haven't gotten any delivery in
the last two days. Luckily for them, they
have a million other things to sell. I only
have one thing to sell, chicken.”
However in a short conversation on

Friday, Christopher Levy, CEO of Jamaica Broilers told Sunday Finance,
“Chicken is not short, the truck is on the
road late. We are making a systems
change and the truck is two hours late.”
However, when Myers was told this he
retorted, “No, 2'oclock in the morning is
not two hours late,” pointing to deliveries
his team received at that time on
Wednesday morning.
“We monitor our inventories with
[Jamaica Broilers]. Our inventories are
at an all-time low now. I don't know exactly what the problem is, but there is a
problem and it is affecting us and affecting our consumers,” he continued. “We
are aware, belatedly, that they are going
through some system change and that's
what they are saying is causing the challenges. If there is no shortage, that's
great, but its not getting to the market, it's
not getting to us, it's not getting to the supermarkets.”
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Venezuelan leaders call for probe
after TT Coast Guard kills baby
THE two main political leaders in
Venezuela are both demanding a full investigation into the shooting death of a
Venezuelan child when Coast Guard officers tried to intercept a vessel carrying
people suspected of being illegal immigrants from that country in Trinidad and
Tobago waters on the weekend.
In a statement issued on Monday
afternoon, Venezuela's President Nicolas
Maduro extended condolences to the relatives of the nine-month-old boy who
died after being shot while in a boat with
his mother and other people.
The statement urged TT to, "Carry
out an exhaustive investigation to clarify
the facts surrounding this fatal incident
in which, unfortunately, a Venezuelan
child lost his life."
The statement added that Maduro
has instructed the Venezuelan Foreign
Ministry to activate diplomatic mechanisms in order to clarify this situation
and establish the necessary bi-national
protocols to consolidate cross-border security dynamics to, "preserve the good
understanding between our countries."
On Sunday night, the Office of the
Prime Minister issued a statement on behalf of Dr Rowley.
“I have just spoken with the Vice
President of the Government of
Venezuela (Delcy Rodríguez). I con-

Venezuela President Nicolas Maduro

veyed our deepest condolences to the
family and the Venezuelan community in
general in this moment of pain for the
loss of the life of the little boy, at sea,
during the security operations that involved the TT Coast Guard and the traffickers who were transporting illicit
persons."
Juan Guaido, the Opposition
Leader in Venezuela, also asked ques-

tions of the TT government.
In his official Twitter account,
Guaido said: “The death of a Venezuelan
child, who along with his mother fled
from the dictatorship, hurts our soul as a
country. The shots fired by the Trinidad
and Tobago Coast Guard have no justification, they killed him (...) we ask for
justice."
He said the "dictatorship of

Maduro," caused the exodus of more
than six million Venezuelans, many ending up taking dangerous routes.
“We claim the right of our people to
receive protection and seek refuge, as
they flee a complex humanitarian emergency and human rights violation.”
Guaido asked the TT government
to: “Establish responsibilities and do justice. Venezuelans on that island have
been victims of shootings, deportations
and shipwrecks. Enough of the mistreatment of our migrants and refugees by an
ally of Maduro!”
David Smolansky, commissioner of
the Organization of American States
(OAS) for migrants, shared a statement
via Twitter, saying, "Enough of shootings, shipwrecks and deportations."
The TT Coast Guard, in a statement
on Sunday claimed its officers were attempting to intercept a boat entering the
country illegally on Saturday night. In so
doing, the officers fired shots at the engines of the Venezuelan boat, claiming
that they were doing so in self-defence
as the boat had attempted to ram them.
The statement said the coast guard officers were not aware that civilians were
on board.
The baby's mother was also shot
and is now warded at the Sangre Grande
hospital.

Woman dies on CAL ﬂight, family in limbo
The family of Shirley Straker-Taylor, the 80-year-old woman who passed
away on a Caribbean Airlines flight on
December 13, is appealing to the T&T
Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs to assist in expediting the return of
her body to Trinidad and Tobago.
Straker-Taylor’s niece Charlene
Wilson said that her aunt was returning
to TT for the first time since the pandemic started to celebrate Christmas
with her family when she died on the
flight, which had to be diverted to
Puerto Rico as a result.
She said since then, the family has
been trying to have the body repatriated
to TT, but have been getting the runaround from the TT consulate in Puerto
Rico.
In a letter to Caricom and Foreign
Affairs Minister Dr Amery Browne,
Wilson said,
“Over six weeks have passed, and
despite our family having complied
with the authorities in Puerto Rico and
done everything that was asked -submitted all required paperwork, coordinated with the funeral homes in both
Puerto Rico, who have been nothing but
professional, and the one in Trinidad
(Allen's) who is ready and waiting to receive the body, as well as with the airlines to transport the body from Puerto

Rico to Trinidad, the hitch or proverbial
'fly in the ointment' is the TT Consulate
in Puerto Rico.”
She said the family was constantly
being asked to submit, edit, or translate
documents by the consulate.
“The latest requirement is that the
official documents, including the death
certificate, which is issued in Spanish,
are translated into English to be sent to
the Trinidad and Tobago consulate in
Washington D.C. for approval, to be
sent back to Puerto Rico. We fully understand that the covid19 situation has
slowed things down and that the process
may take longer than usual, but this
should be an urgent matter.”
She made it clear that the family
was not asking for financial assistance,
as it was able to bear the costs. She said
they are prepared all it takes to bring
their beloved aunt’s body home, but it
felt like they were running out of time.
“My cousins have had to spend
days in Puerto Rico dealing with paperwork, had to fly back to Miami to have
a PCR test to come home, since at the
time they could only find lateral flow
(Antigen) testing in Puerto Rico. As you
can well imagine, the expenses are
adding up, yet we are not complaining
about that, she passed on, but she is
family. I am writing to you in the hope

that you or someone in authority would
heed the plight of my family and intervene on our behalf.”
Wilson said she had been told that
it took three months for the body of a
Trinidadian drowning victim in Puerto
Rico to be returned to TT.
Speaking to Newsday, Wilson said
the death of her aunt was sudden and
has left the family in a state of shock.
She said contrary to speculation on social media, her aunt did not have
covid19, was fully vaccinated and had a
negative PCR test before boarding the
plane.
“My cousins who were with her on
the flight said she was laughing and acting normal. They said she ate something, drank water. She wanted to use
the restroom and it was while waiting to
use the restroom she started to get difficulty breathing and just passed away.
My cousin was in a daze, they were in
shock. According to the relevant authorities, she suffered a cardiac arrest which
was documented as her cause of death.”
She said the family was sorry for
the inconvenience caused to the other
passengers who were stranded in Puerto
Rico, but no-one could have predicted
what happened.
“In addition to watching our aunt
take her last breath in their presence,

my cousins now had to bear the guilt of
her death being the cause of the other
passengers being inconvenienced and
stranded in PR for almost two days. Noone gets on a plane saying I’m going to
die today.
“My aunt was an outgoing and vibrant 80-year-old, who is originally
from Guayaguayare, who was very
much looking forward to coming home
for Christmas. She hadn’t been home
since the pandemic started, where normally she would have travelled to TT
from where she lived in Florida twice a
year. This took everyone by surprise.”
Wilson, who works with the
United Nations Department of Safety
and Security, based in New York, said
she normally takes care of the TT delegation when it visits. She said the ministry’s website says, 'all competent
authorities treat matters of this nature
with the utmost importance' however
this unfortunately does not appear to be
the case.
“The consulate, by their inaction,
is inferring that we unceremoniously
cremate our aunt in a foreign country,
which as Roman Catholics, is not in
keeping with our religious beliefs and
custom of having the body present for
Funeral Mass.”
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Walsh calls on public to rally
behind Windies women
HEAD coach of the West Indies
women Courtney Walsh is calling on the
West Indian public to throw their support behind them especially as the team
prepares for the 2022 International
Cricket Council Women’s World Cup,
scheduled to bowl off next month in
New Zealand.
The tournament will be played
from March 4-April 3.
West Indies recently fell 2-1 to
South Africa in a four-match One Day
International (ODI) series in South
Africa which aided in the team’s preparations for the World Cup.
Walsh speaking to the media on
Zoom following the conclusion of the
series on Sunday, asked for West Indians to back the team.
“We need all the support that we
can get. We need all the West Indians to
support us…I do follow some of the social media stuff and I know there is a
fair amount of people watching and the
more people watching the more the girls
would want to perform.”

Walsh said in a World Cup anything could happen.
Two leading West Indies batters
could not complete the series. In the
third ODI Chedean Nation was injured
while fielding and captain Stafanie Taylor suffered a concussion while batting.
“Obviously disappointed that we
lost the series…but more disappointed
with the injuries,” Walsh said.
Walsh is optimistic with time off
everybody should be close to 100 per
cent when the tournament bowls off.
“I am hoping that by the end of the
quarantine time everybody should hopefully be back to 90 or 95 per cent fitness
and if that happens I will be very happy
to start the World Cup.”
He said the series against South
Africa was a gauge. “I think heading
into the World Cup we are in a good
space, we played some good cricket.
The areas that we need to tighten up on
would have been exposed and we would
have seen that, so we have some work
to do when we get to New Zealand.”

Kycia Knight of the West Indies bats

CWI welcomes return of four-day cricket
CRICKET West Indies (CWI) announced on Monday the West Indies
Championship 2022 will start on
Wednesday, marking the return of firstclass cricket in the region since the start
of the covid19 pandemic.
CWI has unveiled the match
schedule for the first two rounds of the
West Indies Championship as part of a
five-round tournament schedule for the
six professional regional franchises.
The West Indies Championship
marks not only a return of the regional
red ball competition but also the opportunity for West Indian players to stake
their claim for selection to the West Indies Test squad for the forthcoming
Apex Test Series between West Indies
and England in March 2022.
The first and second rounds will be
played in Barbados and Trinidad from
Wednesday-Saturday and from February 15-18. The teams will again compete for the Headley Weekes Trophy
named in honour of West Indies legends
George Headley and Sir Everton
Weekes.
Defending champions Barbados
Pride, who won the last edition of the
West Indies Championship in 2020, will
face Leeward Islands Hurricanes in the
first match at Kensington Oval in Barbados; TT Red Force host Jamaica
Scorpions at the Brian Lara Cricket

Academy in Trinidad; while the newly
named Guyana Harpy Eagles face
Windward Islands Volcanoes at
Queen’s Park Oval in Trinidad.
The last three rounds of the West
Indies Championship are scheduled to
be contested in May. For the 2022 tournament, each squad will consist of 15
players due to the covid19 pandemic.
CWI is also implementing a special
“player loan” system to try to ensure
that each team will be able to complete
their fixtures. If a team has a player
ruled out due to a positive covid19 result, they can request to use a player
from another team and/or from a pool
of locally registered reserve players.
Johnny Grave, CEO of CWI, commented on how the West Indies Championship is a critical part of CWI’s
professional cricket calendar.
“Following detailed planning over
the past six months, we are delighted to
finally announce the return of the West
Indies Championship. This is exciting
news as we know the teams have been
putting in hours of hard work in the
nets, patiently waiting for the matches
to be confirmed and are looking forward to being back on the field and entertaining their fans. These upcoming
matches are especially crucial as we
host England in the Apex Test Series in
March, so the championship will be the

Cricket West Indies CEO Johnny Grave

ideal preparation for our Test players as
well,” Grave said.
Jimmy Adams, CWI’s director of
cricket also welcomed the return of the
four-day format.
Adams said, “I am pleased to see
the re-introduction of regional four-day
cricket for the first time since the onset
of the covid19 pandemic in March
2020. This competition plays a critical
role in our player-development pathway
and, after almost two years, we are delighted to have our regional players
back playing competitively in this format.”
MATCH SCHEDULE

Round One: February 9-12
Barbados Pride vs Leeward Island
Hurricanes, Kensington Oval
Windward Islands Volcanoes vs
Guyana Harpy Eagles, Queen’s Park
Oval
TT Red Force vs Jamaica Scorpions, Brian Lara Cricket Academy
Round Two: February 15-18
Barbados Pride vs Jamaica Scorpions, Kensington Oval
Guyana Harpy Eagles vs Leeward
Island Hurricanes, Queen’s Park Oval
TT Red Force vs Windward Islands Volcanoes, Brian Lara Cricket
Academy
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Guyanese runner conquers
Trinidad marathon at age 41
TRINIDAD AND Tobago-based
Guyanese distance runner Kelvin Johnson is a one-man army.
Johnson, 41, has competed in hundreds of distance events over the past 25
years in multiple countries in the western hemisphere. He has won several,
placed in the top three on numerous occasions and is a renowned and well-respected distance athlete throughout the
region.
However, in 2017, Johnson shifted
his focus away from marathon (42 kilometres/26.2 miles) events to shorter distance races but still explored his physical
capabilities with duathlons.
But when he got wind of last Sunday’s TT International Marathon
(TTIM), three weeks prior to the event,
Johnson opted to make a quiet return to
the circuit, owing to the limited distance
events available in TT and around the region.
The seasoned campaigner shook
off some pandemic rustiness, trained for
three weeks and proved age was just a
number as he went on to win the
marathon in two hours, 55 minutes and
33 seconds; a healthy three minutes
ahead of eventual runner-up, Tobagonian Elvis Turner.
This was his first-ever TTIM vic-

tory, having placed third at the 2016 edition. This year, because of pandemic restrictions, general participants were
permitted to do their respective distances
virtually and upload their times.
Only 40 people, who met certain
criteria, were allowed to physically
cover the 26.2-mile trek. They however,
were not allowed to cover the traditional
journey from St Mary’s Junction,
Freeport to Queen’s Park Savannah, Port
of Spain.
Instead, these “more experienced”
distance athletes utilised the Chaguaramas bicycle path as their course; four
laps completing the 26.2 mile trek.
On his return victory, Johnson said,
“To complete a marathon is a win by itself. The bicycle path had its challenges;
early morning coldness, up and downs
and rolling hills. I did a crash programme on this circuit for three weeks.
“I had to make sure all my gears
were working properly before I competed. While training, I did the marathon
distance all at once. I did not do it at a
fast pace because I just wanted to put
some time on my legs. I also did some
small strength work in between.
“It feels really great to win after so
long. I was really happy to just run a
race after two years because of covid19.

Kelvin Johnson

I became a master (over 40) in the pandemic and was eager to see how I ran
my first race. But I still feel the same,
I’m good,” he said.
Johnson, who lives in Valsayn,
works in the construction sector and is a
skilled mason, tiler and painter. He did
not migrate from Guyana to Trinidad for
employment. He migrated because TT
had more distance races available.
In 2006, he made a final decision to
move to Trinidad, build his construction
career and flex his distance running abilities.
Johnson has competed in the

United States, Canada, Barbados, Brazil,
Suriname and TT to name a few. He has
an array of wins under his belt and is
Guyana’s current 10,000-metre recordholder.
The endurance athlete set a new
Guyana record of 31 minutes and 14:14
seconds at the National Association of
Athletics Administrations (NAAATT)
Sagicor/NGC National Championships
at the Hasely Crawford Stadium, Mucurapo, in June 2013.
He loves travelling to different
countries to test his strengths but said TT
was also an ideal destination for him, because of the similarities with local cuisine to Guyanese dishes.
“I chose TT as my base because
there was more competition here and the
food is very close to Guyana’s. I’m very
sceptical with food. Eating is one of the
reasons why I didn’t stay abroad.
“I don’t use vitamins and tablets,
only natural foods I consume. I don’t use
dairy products, very little flour, consume
very little meat; more fish, no macaroni
or pasta either. I could have even completed the TTIM in a lower time because
it felt so natural. Before I reached age
40, I changed up a lot of things with my
diet and I felt like my body was flowing
differently,” he added.

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 10 2022

31

UG Foundation launched
THE long-awaited University of
Guyana Foundation (UGF) which will
be focused on creating a substantial
long-term endowment fund for the university was officially launched on
Tuesday.
With a huge gap in need for funding, the establishment of the foundation
is considered pivotal, not only to the
advancement of the university, but a
great benefit to the wider Guyanese
economy.
The ceremony saw remarks and
presentations by Chairman of the UGF
and Chancellor of the UG, Professor
Edward Greene; Vice-Chancellor XI,
Professor Paloma Mohamed-Martin;
Minister of Education, Priya Manickchand, and several trustees of the Foundation’s Board as well as
representatives from UG’s Alumni and
Student Associations.
During his remarks, Professor
Greene noted that the university’s administration had identified a number of
major grand challenges for the Foundation.
The grand challenges include investing in human capital for a sustainable future with special reference to
student centeredness, securing a green
sustainably responsible university to
serve a green Guyana and sustainable
planet, modernising essential systems
and services by leveraging technology,
and the acceleration of innovation

through centres of excellence and research institutes.
“These particular set of grand
challenges and priorities were composed by a group of very dedicated
members of the board led by Professor
Collin Ramsay. As we move forward
with how we will meet these grand
challenges we are dealing with promoting both UG’s mission and vision, representing UG’s short and long term
goals, supporting UG’s development
with partners and expanding on the
base of associates alumni,” Professor
Greene explained.
The UGF will be working separately and in tandem with UG’s Philanthropy, Alumni, Civic Engagement
(PACE) Office as well as the UG
Alumni Association (UGAA).
Making clear distinction between
PACE and UGF, Professor MohamedMartin noted that the two departments
will have one aim but different mandates; however, she noted that there
will be absolute synergy between
PACE and UGF. Professor MohamedMartin, during her presentation, spoke
briefly on the background of the Foundation.
The Foundation has been eight
years in the making. It was incorporated in November 2021 after the University Council, in June 2018,
approved its establishment, based on a
proposal by Professor Mohamed-Mar-

Priya Manickchand

tin, who was the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (PACE) at the time.
In October 2020, the Council approved and appointed the first set of
trustees of the Foundation’s Board.
Those included former UG Chancellors, Professor Compton Bourne and
Professor Nigel Harris MD; Attorneyat-Law, Chandra Persaud; overseasbased entrepreneur, Gabriel Cunje;
Securities Fund Manager and Fellow of
the Canadian Securities Institute, Fidel

Hinds; accountant, former Bank CEO
and Chair of the Guyana Stock Exchange, George Edwards, and Professor of Actuarial Science, Colin Ramsay.
Professor Mohamed-Martin also
praised the contributions of the late
business icon, Dr. Yesu Persaud, who
she noted was a huge supporter of the
creation of the Foundation.
She underscored that the university needs to raise funding through its
own efforts and notwithstanding government’s subventions and fees from
students, there still remains a huge gap
in the financial need of the university.
Putting this into numbers, she
noted that while the university received
$3.5 billion in subvention from government in 2022, the university actually
needs $11 billion.
Minister Manickchand said UG is
ideally positioned to have a transformational impact on the lives of Guyanese
and further the country’s ability to attain national developmental objectives.
“It is vital that the university expands its reach to have greater national
access and participation while concurrently improving its regional and international footprint and standing. It is
within this dynamic country context
that the UGF is being launched as a key
partner supporting efforts at building a
viable premier tertiary institution with
universal appeal,” she noted.
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