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BENEFITS FOR AMERINDIANS: Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali said 

hat Amerindians across the country must benefit from equal access to develop-

ment opportunities like any other segment of the population. The Head of State 

made this assertion as he addressed hundreds of Toshaos and community repre-

sentatives gathered at the National Conference Centre for the National Toshaos 

Conference. See story on Page 14

GUYANA has received 40,800 doses 

of Moderna COVID-19 vaccines from 

South Korea, the Ministry of Health said.

Special deals for 
foreign students.  
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Barbados Tourism Now invites the many thousands of  Equality Readers 

(print and online) to re-discover Barbados -- The True Jewel of the Caribbean. 

Here, Director General of Barbados Tourism Canada, Peter Mayers, is cap-

tured sharing a delightful moment with Equality founding Publisher Bhaskar 

Sharma of the Equality Media Group. Equality, Canada's  largest weekly 

Guyanese-Caribbean Newspaper celebrating almost 5 decades of  publishing, 

will be launching our Caribbean Equality Edition (CEE) on August 9. Among 

the countries being served by the new publication will be Mayaers’ Barbados, 

as well as Guyana and Suriname. The Caribbean Equality Edition will be  pub-

lishing  out of Barbados and Toronto and will feature Barbados in a more 

meaningful way, as promised by Sharma to the island’s Prime Minister Mia 

Mottley, and Tourism Minister Lisa Cummings when they met last month. 

CEE will also work in tandem to promote the joint tourism and agriculture 

agreement between Barbados and Guyana. More info and Advertising  rates  

at EqualityGroup@rogers.com. 1 647 216 2359   

GOLDEN GIRL: Jamaica’s Shelly Ann Fraser-Pryce won gold in the 

women’s 100-metre event at the 2022 World Athletics Championships in Eu-

gene, Oregon, on Sunday. It was Fraser-Pryce’s fifth gold medal in the 100m 

event at the World Championships. Fraser-Pryce, 35, previously won gold at the 

2009 Berlin, 2013 Moscow, 2015 Beijing and 2019 Doha Games. In a star-stud-

ded final, Jamaican Fraser-Pryce won in 10.67 seconds in a new championship 

record. It was a clean sweep by Jamaica as Shericka Jackson took silver in a per-

sonal best of 10.73 and defending two-time Olympic champion Elaine Thomp-

son-Herah was third in 10.81. Seven of the eight finalists dipped below 11 

seconds. Dina Asher-Smith of Great Britain was fourth in a national record of 

10.83, Mujinga Kambundji of Switzerland ended fifth in 10.91, American Aleia 

Hobbs sixth in 10.92, Marie-Josee Ta Lou of Ivory Coast seventh in 10.93 and 

American Melissa Jefferson eighth in 11.03.

Thursday July 21 2022. Volume 40, Issue #34

FIGHTING MONEY LAUNDERING: Guyana is set to join the Egmont 

Group as it lays a new amendment to the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-

ng the Financing of Terrorism Act in parliament, Attorney General Mohabir 

Anil Nandlall (pictured) has announced. Admission to the Egmont Group will 

oost the country’s capacity to fight Money Laundering offences. Story, Page 15
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NO MORE BLACK STALIN: Veteran Trinidadian calypsonian Dr Leroy 

Calliste, The Black Stalin, has died. Calliste, 81, passed away at his home in San 

Fernando on Wednesday. He was surrounded by his family. Calliste suffered a 

stroke in 2014 which affected both his speech and movement on the right side of 

his body. However, his memory and mental faculties remained intact. At his 80th 

birthday celebration last year, Calliste sang Happy Birthday and verses from his 

popular calypso hits. Last year, Lord Street in San Fernando was renamed Dr Leroy 

Calliste Street. Calliste, however, was not well enough to attend the celebration.  

No details yet are available on his funeral. 

MARLEY DEAD: Joseph Marley, the eldest son of eight-time Grammy-win-

ner Stephen Marley and second grandchild of reggae legend Bob Marley, has died 

at age 31. The Jamaican-American recording artist and DJ, known professionally 

as Jo Mersa, was found unresponsive in a vehicle on Tuesday, Dec. 27, in Kingston, 

Jamaica. A cause of death has not been revealed, although South Florida radio sta-

tion WZPP has reported that the artist died of an asthma attack. A third-generation 

Marley, Joseph grew up surrounded by music, performing onstage at age 4 with 

Ziggy Marley and the Melody Makers — his father, his uncle Ziggy, and his aunts 

Cedella and Sharon — during that group’s concert finales.
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Buying or selling real estate is a very important decision, probably the largest financial com-
mitment you will ever make with a lasting impact on your life. 

 
Whether you are purchasing for the first time or planning to sell your existing home, we will 
help you navigate through the entire process as simply and stress free as possible to help 

you achieve your goals. 
 

We are well supported by a team of financial and legal experts, qualified home inspectors, ap-
praisers and other professionals if needed. We are confident you will enjoy our professional 

and enthusiastic style of doing business and our knowledge of the real estate market.

BAIN THOMPSON 
Sales Representative 

DAMIAN SOTO 
Sales Representative 

JONATHAN REGALI 
Sales Representative 

TOBE OMEGA 
Sales Representative 

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage 
 Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
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Guyana and the Caribbean 
are open for visitors! Book 

your travel now  
Equality Travel 416-759-2359

By Vasant Phillip 

LJI REPORTER 

 

It’s now official: you’ll not get any 

more plastic bags at groceries and 

stores when you go shopping. 

The official Canadian ban on sin-

gle use plastics went into effect on 

Tuesday. 

This ban prohibits the manufacture 

and import for sale of items including 

checkout bags, cutlery, food service 

ware made from or containing plastics 

that are difficult to recycle, stir sticks, 

and straws. 

However, there are exceptions to 

the ban on straws to allow for single-

use plastic flexible straws for people 

that require them for medical or acces-

sibility reasons. 

Manufacturing and importing 

plastic ring carriers for beverages will 

be banned on June 23, 2023. 

These six categories of plastic 

items were chosen based on research 

indicating that they are commonly 

found in the environment, harmful to 

wildlife, difficult to recycle, and have 

readily available alternatives. 

Officials estimate that this ban will 

eliminate over 1.3 million tonnes of 

hard-to-recycle plastic waste and more 

than 22,000 tonnes of plastic pollution 

— a volume that is equivalent to over 

one million full garbage bags. Just 9 

per cent of plastic waste is recycled, 

while the rest ends up in the environ-

ment. 

“There is a clear linkage between 

a world free of plastic pollution and a 

sustainable world, rich in biodiver-

sity—a world that also best supports 

the health and economic security of 

Canadians, protects our environment, 

and helps in the fight against climate 

change,” Steven Guilbeault, Minister of 

Environment and Climate Change, said 

in a press release. Canada’s Action Plan 

on Zero Plastic Waste aims to “better 

prevent, reduce, reuse, recover, capture 

and clean up plastic waste and pollu-

tion.”  

National plastic ban now in effect

A national ban on single use plastics is now in effect in Canada

By Nishad Sharma 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Amid concerns over China's 

COVID situation, health experts have 

warned of the emergence of new coron-

avirus variants. 

With every new infection, the virus 

gets a chance to mutate. In view of the 

COVID situation in China it is highly 

anticipated that a new variant might 

emerge. 

“China has a population that is 

very large and there’s limited immunity. 

And that seems to be the setting in 

which we may see an explosion of a 

new variant," Dr. Stuart Campbell Ray, 

an infectious disease expert at Johns 

Hopkins University told AP. 

BF.7 variant which is a sublineage 

of the BA.5 subvariant of Omicron is 

currently being held accountable for the 

majority of the COVID cases in the 

country. 

While the symptoms are mostly 

the same as were seen in the previous 

waves of infection, the concern is 

whether this surge will give ample of 

opportunity to the virus to replicate and 

mutate into a stronger version. 

The BF.7 variant was found in 91 

countries including India before creat-

ing havoc in China. However, during 

July only fewer such cases were re-

ported in India. 

In the past three months more than 

130 Omicron sub-lineages had been de-

tected in China, Xu Wenbo, director of 

the China CDC’s National Institute for 

Viral Disease Control and Prevention 

was quoted as saying by Hong Kong-

based South China Morning Post. 

While BA5.2 and BF.7 remain 

dominant in China, “BQ.1 and its sub-

lineage have been found in 49 cases in 

nine provinces, while XBB sub-lin-

eages have been found in 11 cases in 

three provinces”, Xu has said. 

This includes the BQ.1 and the 

dominant strain in India currently, the 

XBB strain. These strains including the 

BF.7 variant have been in circulation in 

the US, Britain and Singapore since Oc-

tober. 

According to Ray, big waves of in-

fection are often followed by the gener-

ation of new variants. 

We have seen the emergence of 

coronavirus variants-- Alpha, Beta, 

Gamma and Delta-- in succession and 

the several sub variants of the Omicron 

variant since one year. 

"Worry with China is not just the 

tragedy unfolding for them as they un-

dergo what we have already experi-

enced, but that high levels of replication 

mean increased opportunity for new 

variants to emerge," says Gagandeep 

Kang, virologist at the Christian Med-

ical College in Vellore and adds that for 

this, they & we should maintain variant 

& clinical surveillance to ensure that 

we detect signal of any changes in the 

behaviour of the virus. This is a public 

health function where stable surveil-

lance runs in the background & ramps 

up for emerging threats. 

"As long as the virus circulates in 

the crowd, when it replicates, it will 

mutate," says Xu, adding that a surge in 

infections will help in spreading new 

sub variants including BQ.1 and XBB. 

The spread of these variants will in-

crease over time and the mutations will 

continue. 

There is no scientific evidence that 

a new variant will be milder than the 

previous one. 

One of the explanations for the 

mild nature of Omicron is the immunity 

that people have acquired since the pan-

demic. 

Covid surge in China causes concern
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

t straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

nne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

go to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

rom the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

An Effective Response
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An abominable architect with a hidden agenda? 
Dear Editor, 

 

FOR those who reside abroad and 

are experiencing the winter season, 

when it snows, there is a certain magic 

which enshrines the ambience of peace. 

You can experience the unsaturated soli-

tariness and the undisturbed beauty 

which the atmosphere fuses. 

With the snow resting on the trees 

and sparklingly displayed on the ground, 

there is a certain metamorphosis which 

transforms man’s characteristics to unite 

with the creativity of nature to afford a 

comfort zone of consolation and solace. 

This analogy may be compared to 

the state of mind Guyanese are enter-

taining, enjoying and experiencing 

under the shelter of the President’s um-

brella, more so, in their preparation for 

the upcoming festive season, that is, 

until the sound of intrusion emerged on 

Thursday morning around 7:30 hours. 

Canon-like shots rang out to quell 

the quiet of tranquility and to quench the 

thirst of obscenity, presenting a movie 

like scenario directed by the hands of 

obscurity, but, the climax prevented by 

security. This sensational insanity pre-

vailed to project the vile of a challenging 

perpetuity which has once again awak-

ened the syndrome of “moe fya, slo 

fya.” 

This ideology perfects the idiosyn-

crasy which dominates the demeaning 

anxiety of frenzied insurgents, waiting 

in a preservation of wounded pride, who 

nurture the ultimate goal to destabilise 

the country, rupture a thriving economy, 

disfigure the government and hurt 

Guyanese, regardless of affiliation, as-

sociation or acquaintance. 

There is no reservation to accom-

modate a second thought which implies 

being used and abused by the devil’s ad-

vocacy, because, the draconian blood of 

evil, flows freely in the vein to empha-

sise the name of dictatorial leadership 

and grabbing power at any cost, while 

empathising with devious directions 

from an arcade comprising of learned 

and dedicated planners. 

The urgency of an inexplicable ex-

planation hangs on the doorknob of a 

perceived perpetrator, assailed as a po-

tential presidential assassinator. Answers 

remain dormant while questions grow 

by the minute to liven up the tale of the 

month with a story to sell the sale of the 

year. 

Announcements become more pro-

nounced as the hours tick by, highlight-

ing the actions of a few and the reactions 

of many, hugging the margin of shock, 

surprise and being shaken by this abom-

inable news. Support for the safety and 

security of the President and his family 

surmises the tone of care and concern 

most Guyanese share unreservedly and 

openly. 

But then again, are there disguised 

feelings carefully orchestrated in the 

veiled sentiments expressed from unri-

valed agitators, or, are there conceal-

ments decorated in floral words and 

perfumed language? 

In the final analysis, common sense 

will prevail for Guyanese to embrace the 

love and unity the President has so freely 

showered throughout the length and 

breadth of this great country, all year 

around. Guyanese will not be deterred 

by this unfortunate mishap. 

In fact, this incident will only in-

crease the adoration and admiration of a 

smiling President with a big heart and 

broad shoulder whose fame grow with 

each passing day and gaining popularity 

with each of his activity. 

All are aware of his sincerity and 

loyalty to serve all Guyanese equally 

without discrimination. Guyana and 

Guyanese are indeed blessed and privi-

leged to have President Dr. Mohammed 

Irfaan Ali as leader of this nation in these 

trying and testing times. 

Jai Lall

104-1920 Ellesmere Road - MB # 234, Toronto, ON M1H 3G1

Guest editorial from The Guyana 
Chronicle, December 28 2022 

 

MANY would agree that the 

Christmas season this year could have 

been a strenuous period rather than one 

filled with enjoyment and relaxation 

for Guyanese, had it not been for the 

government’s policy interventions that 

effectively cushioned the impacts of in-

creasing global economic challenges. 

Guyana, unlike many other coun-

tries regionally and internationally, has 

managed to effectively manoeuvre its 

way through a turbulent global eco-

nomic environment created by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the war in 

Ukraine, severe natural disasters and 

other challenges. 

Although statistics show that the 

country has been successful in main-

taining positive economic growth and 

in mitigating price constraints, the ef-

fects of the ensuing challenges have 

still been felt in some ways, and this is 

evidenced by the Inter-American De-

velopment Bank’s (IDB)’s recent re-

port, which states that Guyana recorded 

historically high levels of inflation. 

In its report titled, “Headwinds 

Facing Post-Pandemic Recovery in the 

Caribbean,” the IDB said that Guyana’s 

inflation rate has been above historical 

levels since mid-June 2021, due to a 

challenging global context driven by 

high energy prices and disrupted sup-

ply chains. 

Importantly, however, the IDB 

commended the People’s Progressive 

Party/Civic (PPP/C) administration for 

its response to this situation. 

The government’s policy re-

sponses such as the creation of and, 

higher inflows into the Natural Re-

sources Fund; its efforts at strengthen-

ing food security and promotion of the 

Vision 2025 by 25 policy initiative, 

which seeks to reduce extra-CARI-

COM food imports by 25 per cent by 

2025, and its organising of investment 

forums to promote technological im-

provements in agriculture and foreign 

direct investment were commended. 

The administration implemented a 

number of programmes at the micro 

level to support the productive sectors 

and vulnerable communities. 

In January, the excise duty on pe-

troleum was decreased from 20 per 

cent to 10 per cent; in March, it was 

further decreased to 0 per cent. Public 

utility rates for services such as elec-

tricity and water have stayed constant, 

and the government is covering rising 

operational expenses. 

Additionally, US$4.8 million was 

allotted for the purchase and distribu-

tion of fertiliser to farmers in order to 

lower operational expenses, and 

US$3.8 million was given out to 

households in rural interior and 

riverain areas in the form of one-off 

cash grants.  

The increase in public assistance 

which benefits approximately 18,000 

persons and the increase in old age 

pension, which benefits approximately 

65,000 senior citizens was also com-

mended in the IDB report. 

There has also been an increase in 

the national minimum wage, as well as 

consistent salary increases for public 

servants over the past two years. 

To supplement the seven per cent 

(2021) and eight per cent (2022) salary 

increases, the government has also an-

nounced several adjustments to the 

salaries of various categories of public 

servants. 

Effective January 1, 2023, with re-

gard to health sector workers, the 

salary adjustment to the tune of $1.5 

billion will benefit over 5,000 health 

care professionals, while an estimated 

8,000 members of the disciplined serv-

ices will benefit from their salary ad-

justments which will increase their 

disposable incomes by over $1 billion, 

annually. 

President Ali has highlighted that 

his government’s focus is on a holistic 

plan of improving workers’ lives with 

salary increases being one aspect of the 

benefits that will be provided. 

Those are only some of the initia-

tives that the government has rolled out 

over the past two years. And while 

some sections of the population refuse 

to accept the reality that Guyana has 

advanced significantly, evidence shows 

that the government has responded ef-

fectively to global challenges and has 

an agenda that is focused on the devel-

opment of all Guyanese.
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Real Estate, Immigration, Corporate Law, 
Simple Wills and POA & Business Setup

Patheja Law  
Professional Corporation 
250 Dundas St W Mississauga, Unit 402, 

L5B 1J2 
Phone: (416) 548-6038  

pathejalaw.com 

By Nishad Sharma 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Alberta’s attempt to dictate its own 

way within Canada under a controver-

sial sovereignty act is being challenged 

from within the province. 

The Onion Lake Cree Nation has 

filed a lawsuit against the government 

saying its sovereignty act is an infringe-

ment on treaty rights. 

The nation is seeking a declaration 

from the Court of King's Bench that the 

act unjustifiably infringes on treaty 

rights and is of no force and effect. 

Onion Lake Chief Henry Lewis 

announced the legal action Monday at 

the River Cree Resort and Casino in 

Enoch, Alta. 

Lewis said in a statement that the 

province made no effort to consult with 

the community and that the act is offen-

sive to the spirit and intent of Treaty 6. 

"Not once did the government of 

Alberta meet with us about the pro-

posed law to ask input into how it 

would impact us," said Lewis. "Even 

the minister of Indigenous relations ad-

mitted that not enough consultation had 

been done. 

"What does that say about the gov-

ernment of Alberta's relationship with 

Indigenous Peoples when the minister 

in charge of Indigenous relations says 

more could have been done?" 

The Alberta Sovereignty Within a 

United Canada Act, also known as Bill 

1, was passed on Dec. 8 and has been 

criticized by other First Nations and In-

digenous organizations. 

The legislation is Premier Danielle 

Smith’s marquee policy, aimed at as-

serting Alberta’s rights within Canada. 

The bill stipulates her government 

can take action when responding to 

what it deems federal overreach into 

provincial areas of authority, such as 

energy development. The response in-

cludes telling provincial agencies to 

flout federal laws. 

Saskatchewan has a sovereignty 

bill before its legislature — Bill 88 — 

that would also affect Onion Lake Cree 

Nation as the community straddles the 

boundary between Alberta and 

Saskatchewan. 

"The government of Saskatchewan 

still has an opportunity to withdraw Bill 

88 and hear from us before a second 

piece of unconstitutional law is passed," 

said Lewis in a news release. 

The statement of claim says that 

the Alberta sovereignty act violates the 

rights of the people of Onion Lake Cree 

Nation to pursue their traditional cere-

monies and avocations, such as fishing 

and hunting. 

The claim also says that the act 

negates the guarantees of livelihood and 

freedom that Treaty 6 was made to pro-

tect. 

Smith's office said it doesn't com-

ment on ongoing legal matters. 

"Alberta Sovereignty Within a 

United Canada Act is constitutional and 

does not interfere or undermine Indige-

nous and treaty rights," it said. 

Opposition NDP justice critic Irfan 

Sabir said Smith and her United Con-

servative government have ignored 

warnings from First Nations leaders. 

“Today’s court challenge is the di-

rect result of the UCP’s utter failure to 

respect and uphold their duty to consult 

with First Nations," Sabir said in a 

news release. "It's an avoidable setback 

for reconciliation and a blow to eco-

nomic certainty." 

Onion Lake Cree Nation has a 

population over 6,000 and is approxi-

mately 270 kilometres east of Edmon-

ton.

Cree Nation group sues Alberta 
over Sovereignty Act

Onion Lake Chief Henry Lewis
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal 

  Bank for 18 years 

* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team  

  leadership, inclusive of management 

* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals 

* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to  

  successful home ownership 

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230  
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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Farmers in several villages in Re-

gion One (Barima-Waini) were, on Fri-

day, urged to get involved in the 

large-scale production of spices, more 

so ginger.  

During an outreach to Sebai, 

Canal Bank, and Port Kaituma in the 

Matarkai sub-district, Agriculture Min-

ister, Honourable Zulfikar Mustapha 

told the farmers that the government 

has made steps to make the region a 

hub for large-scale production of vari-

ous spices.  

The minister’s visit comes just 

days after His Excellency, President Dr. 

Irfaan Ali visited the region to meet 

with residents. During the meeting, 

President Ali told farmers that several 

government ministers, including Minis-

ter Mustapha, would be hosting meet-

ings in the region before the end of 

2022.  

While engaging farmers at the 

meetings, Minister Mustapha disclosed 

that Cabinet recently approved purchas-

ing $20 million worth of planting mate-

rial to begin large-scale production of 

ginger. 

“In Region One, we are trying to 

develop the spices industry. This is a 

very lucrative industry and we want our 

farmers to benefit. Right now, in 

Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados, and St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines, there is a 

large demand for spices. If we can 

work with you to develop that industry, 

especially ginger, we will be able to 

satisfy those demands. This has to be a 

community decision. We will provide 

the planting materials. We’ve already 

purchased $20 million in planting ma-

terials. Once there is a general consen-

sus, a technical team from NAREI to 

work with you to start the production. 

We’ll also send in the officers from the 

New GMC to assist you with the mar-

kets,” he noted. 

He explained that although large-

scale production of spices is being pro-

moted, farmers are still encouraged to 

cultivate other crops.  

“This doesn’t mean you cannot 

cultivate other crops. We will still give 

you the necessary support to cultivate 

other crops. You are still encouraged to 

plant basic crops to support your liveli-

hood within the village and be more 

self-sufficient. We will also make plant-

ing materials and farming inputs avail-

able because we understand in order to 

make agriculture resilient, we have to 

diversify,” the minister added.  

Last October, Minister Mustapha 

commissioned a set of new equipment 

at the spice factory in Hosororo that 

will be used to clean and process gin-

ger.  

Agricultural Development 

During the meetings, farmers told 

Minister Mustapha that they were in 

need of assistance to boost their pro-

duction. Requests were made for plant-

ing materials, farming tools, Acoushi 

Ants bait, poultry, drainage, as well as 

assistance with land development for 

farming.  

While addressing farmers’ con-

cerns, Minister Mustapha assured farm-

ers that they too will benefit from the 

government’s assistance to boost pro-

duction.  

As part of the government’s hin-

terland development initiative, Minister 

Mustapha said each household would 

benefit from 20 Black Giant chicks to 

boost their poultry production. Farmers 

also received seeds and other inputs. 

The villages also received a number of 

farming tools and shadehouse materials 

to develop plant nurseries to supply to 

farmers in and around the various com-

munities. Each village will also benefit 

from a tiller to assist land development, 

while a team of engineers from the Na-

tional Drainage and Irrigation Authority 

is also expected to visit the areas to ad-

dress their drainage needs.    

Minister Mustapha is expected to 

return to the Region soon to engage 

residents and farmers to develop an 

agriculture programme targeting single 

mothers and young people. The pro-

gramme will see some 25 acres being 

developed for agricultural purposes. 

Since taking office, the government has 

been working to make agriculture more 

attractive to various classes of citizens, 

more so young people, single mothers, 

and vulnerable groups.  

 

$20 million approved to start 
large-scale ginger production

Agriculture Minister Zulkifar Mustapha with ginger farmers in Barima-Waini



CONSTRUCTION of the US$50 

million AC Hotels Marriot at Ogle has 

begun and with works moving apace, 

some 200 Guyanese are expected to be 

employed when the hotel officially 

opens its doors in the fourth quarter of 

2024. 

During an exclusive interview with 

the Guyana Chronicle, Conrad Sabga, 

the project team leader at Trinuyana In-

vestments, said the new hotel is likely to 

create waves in the hospitality sector. 

Persons who wish to be employed at AC 

Hotels Marriot will undergo rigorous 

training with international experts. 

Professionals from all Caribbean 

states can submit their applications; 

however, Guyanese nationals are en-

couraged to take advantage of the oppor-

tunity. 

“This project would provide up-

wards of 200 permanent employment 

opportunities in various positions. It is 

anticipated that 99 per cent of the 

staffing would be Guyanese nationals. 

Prior to the official opening of the hotel, 

the selected staff will undergo specific 

training in the hospitality business which 

would be conducted by international ex-

perts,” Sabga told this publication. 

 

In April of this year, Trinuyana In-

vestments Inc. signed a contract with 

China Harbour Engineering Company 

(CHEC) Limited for the construction of 

the four-star, 150- room hotel at the East 

Coast Demerara location. 

Trinuyana Investments Inc. is a 

conglomerate of Guyanese and Trinida-

dian investors. 

Some of the amenities of the new 

facility will include a swimming pool, 

fitness room, lounge, library, media 

salon, meeting room, reception area, a 

courtyard and an outdoor area. Paved 

parking lots, drive aisles and site roads 

will be situated north of the building. 

“The AC Marriott would add much 

needed room stock to the expanding 

tourism sector and with its global ’bon-

voy’ network and would attract travellers 

who will naturally be introduced to 

Guyana’s great tourism and business po-

tential through this network,” Sabga 

said, further adding: 

“Marriott is the largest hotel chain 

in the world and its members are faithful 

to its brand and know what to expect 

quality and service wise when they stay 

at a Marriott Hotel.” 

The hotel is anticipated to be a hub 

not only for visitors and tourists but also 

the local population, Sabga said. 

“The AC Marriott will be located a 

short walk from the Ogle International 

Airport and also just a 10-minute drive 

from Georgetown which makes it very 

convenient for both business travellers 

and tourists,” he added 

According to Sabga, 114 parking 

spaces will be provided while a drop off 

roundabout will be constructed in front 

of the courtyard. Retail stores are also in-

cluded in the design. 

 

10 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY DECEMBER 29 2022

US$50M AC Hotels Marriott to 
create over 200 jobs

Construction works for the foundation of the AC hotels Marriot is underway
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Citizens Bank records 70.5%  
increase in after-tax profit

CITIZENS Bank Guyana Inc 

recorded an after-tax profit of $1.8 bil-

lion, an increase of $744 million or 70.5 

per cent when compared with 2021. 

The local bank is a 51 percent-

owned subsidiary of beverage company, 

Banks DIH, which also experienced in-

creased after-tax profit, recording $7.58 

billion for 2022, a 12 per cent increase 

over 2021. 

This was reported in the recently 

released Banks DIH 2022 Annual Re-

port, which was published under the 

theme, “Forging Global Partnerships.” 

In the Chairman’s Report, Banks 

DIH Chairman Clifford Reis outlined 

the financial standing of the company 

and its subsidiary, for the period ending 

September 30, 2022. Reis described the 

performance of the companies as “excel-

lent results.” 

For 2022, Citizens Bank raked in 

total revenue of $4.847 billion, a signif-

icant increase over the $3.949 billion 

generated in 2021, an increase of $898 

million or 22.7 per cent. 

“The profit before tax was $3.001 

billion compared to $1.782 billion in 

2021, an increase of $1.219 billion or 

68.4 per cent, while profit after tax was 

$1.8 billion compared to $1.056 billion, 

an increase of $744 million or 70.5 per 

cent. Net-interest income was $3.577 

billion,” Reis reported. 

“The earnings per share was 

$30.26, while the total asset base was 

$84.7 billion. Loan Assets were in-

creased from $33.8 billion to $38.2 bil-

lion, by 13 percent or $4.4 billion.” 

The company’s Banks Automotive 

and Services Inc, a 100 per cent owned 

subsidiary of Banks DIH, recorded a be-

fore-tax profit of $5.9 million compared 

to $2.7 million, an increase of $3.2 mil-

lion or 118.5 percent. 

“The company generated revenues 

of $117 million compared to $57.5 mil-

lion in 2021, an increase of $59.5 mil-

lion or 103.5 per cent,” the report said. 

In 2023, the company’s new multi-

storey vehicle parking facility and cor-

porate offices and showroom are 

expected to be completed. 

Meanwhile, Banks DIH generated 

$39.653 billion in revenue compared to 

$35.858 billion in 2021, an increase of 

$3.795 billion or 10.6 per cent. 

The profit before tax for the com-

pany was $10.506 billion compared to 

$9.439 billion in 2021, an increase of 

$1.067 billion or 11.3 per cent. Profit 

after tax increased from $6.777 billion 

in 2021 by $812 million or 12 per cent. 

The overall performance of the 

group improved by recording a profit 

before tax of $13.398 billion compared 

to $11.078 billion in 2021, an increase 

of $2.32 billion or 20.9 per cent. 

“Profit after tax for the group attrib-

utable to shareholders of the parent com-

pany increased from $7.170 billion to 

$8.395 billion by $1.225 billion or 17.1 

per cent,” Reis shared. 

“The Board of Directors has rec-

ommended a dividend proposal of $2 

per share unit resulting in an overall cost 

of $1.7 billion as compared with $1.445 

billion in 2021, an increase of $255 mil-

lion or 17.6 per cent.” 

According to Reis, the profit was 

achieved notwithstanding the financial 

year having many ongoing challenges of 

the global environment that caused con-

siderable instability and unpredictable 

impacts on businesses around the world. 

This included the COVID-19 pandemic, 

and geopolitical crisis in Europe. 

Reis noted that the supply-chain is-

sues, resulted in the rising cost of raw 

materials, spares, production, distribu-

tion and the rising cost of living on 

workers’ incomes. 

Reis credited the achievement to 

strategic planning, and leadership skills. 

“The company was able to rise 

above these difficulties by managing our 

manufacturing processes to make con-

sistent-quality beverage and food prod-

ucts, the engineering of efficient plant 

and equipment operations and the sell-

ing of our products “Better and 

Smarter,” so as to manage growth. Em-

ployee engagement continues to be high 

and agile in a volatile market,” Reis said. 

#1 African spiritual 
healer Mr Sety. 

I can help you if you have any family & 

love problems, 

Bad luck, bad spirits. Your lover left you & 

you want him or her 

To comeback quickly to you, you have bad 

spirits  bad 

Luck you want to remove them no prob‐

lem without solutions, call me results 

are guaranteed 

You will never regret it  

Cell 416 560‑7750/ 416 907‑
9321 or Mr‑sety.com

Citizens Bank
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Persaud to Toronto audience: 
Guyanese should be proud

FOREIGN Secretary, Robert Per-

saud, says Guyanese should be proud 

of the significant growth, progress and 

achievements made during this year. 

In a Christmas message, read by 

Consul General (ag) Grace Joseph at 

Guyana Consulate Christmas Social, 

held at its Scarborough, Toronto loca-

tion on Friday, Persaud pointed out that 

“As we depart this year on a high 

with significant growth, progress and 

achievements, of which we must be 

proud, let us be reminded of the greater 

vigour with which we must return. 

Guyana has taken up a new space in 

the global network of nations and all 

eyes are on us, more so now than ever 

before.” 

Extending Christmas wishes to 

members of the Canadian Diaspora, on 

behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs and International Co-operation, 

Persaud said, “we thank you for the 

hard and meaningful work that you 

have been doing throughout this year 

as we’ve slowly returned to normalcy 

after the gruelling COVID-19 pan-

demic. 

“This new normal however is also 

characterised by an unprecedented and 

exponential growth curve. Guyana’s 

GDP will continue to grow by double 

digits well into the next few years 

which means that the work that will 

need to be undertaken will so too in-

crease, especially by individuals such 

as yourselves who carry the flag of 

your country everywhere you go.” 

Addressing the gathering, which 

included Deputy Speaker of the Na-

tional Assembly Lennox Shuman, the 

Consul General urged members of the 

Diaspora to continue playing an even 

greater role in Guyana’s development. 

“Continue to be constructive and 

deliberate in your approaches noting 

that Diaspora engagement and involve-

ment is a key element in the new 

Guyana that will bring with it great op-

portunities.” 

According to Joseph, “remember 

in unity there is strength, and this real-

ity is the core of our government’s de-

velopment agenda. As Guyanese we 

need to work together to realise and 

maximise the full potential of our natu-

ral resources and opportunities.  Now 

is the time for members of the diaspora 

to utilise their skillset for the develop-

ment of our homeland. 

“Guyana needs your expertise and 

support to exploit current and emerging 

opportunities. The Consulate in collab-

oration with the Diaspora Unit of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Inter-

national Co-operation are prepared to 

offer the necessary support and guid-

ance.” 

Joseph also expressed thanks to 

the Guyanese Diaspora and friends of 

Guyana for their continued support, pa-

tience, constructive feedback and ex-

pression of gratitude “as we strive to 

diligently serve you and continue to 

proactively strive to improve the proce-

dures to optimise delivery of our Con-

sular services. We look forward to your 

continued invaluable support during 

the coming year.” 

Joseph reminded those present 

that “Christmas is a special season for 

sharing with family, friends and the 

less fortunate. It is the season of giving 

thanks for our many blessings through-

out the year. It is often said that there is 

no Christmas like a Guyanese Christ-

mas and for many Guyanese in the Di-

aspora this saying certainty proves true 

as the feeling of nostalgia intensifies as 

we reflect on our traditional Guyanese 

Christmas experiences, the pepper pot 

and bread, the glass of cold mauby, 

ginger beer or sorrel and black cake.”

A section of the gathering at last Friday’s Christmas social
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LOCAL ship repairing company, 

Dock Yard, is seeking to establish a 

$627.6 million dry docking facility to 

service the increase in maritime activ-

ity that Guyana is experiencing due to 

its burgeoning oil-and- gas sector. 

A dry dock is a dock which can 

be drained of water to allow for the in-

spection and repair of marine vessels. 

By international convention, vessels 

need to be dry-docked once every five 

years. Marine vessel owners and oper-

ators can have major operational is-

sues if their vessels are not routinely 

maintained. 

Dock Yard’s aim is to provide 

quality services for the maritime in-

dustry, with an industry-leading facil-

ity. 

“This will be a pioneering proj-

ect, and one of the flagship projects in 

the maritime industry within Guyana’s 

landscape,” the project proposal said. 

“Vessels owners and operators 

would have acute operational issues if 

their vessels are not routinely main-

tained, creating inherent risks for crew 

members and maritime traffic. There-

fore, it is imperative to resolve these 

issues that would adversely impact on 

the industry.” 

The Managing Director of Dock 

Yard is Pritipaul Singh Jnr. Dock 

Yard’s dry docking facility will be lo-

cated on the eastern bank of the De-

merara River, and comprise 

approximately 30,000 square feet, with 

a concrete foundation and floor. The 

dry dock will be able to hold vessels 

that weigh up to 5,000 tons, with a 

maximum length of 300 feet. 

The new facility is expected to 

create direct employment for 25 per-

sons on a full-time basis, with scope 

for 100 to 150 additional employees 

on a part-time basis, given cyclical in-

creases in demand. 

Contractors of Dock Yard would 

also be given employment based on 

the demanded jobs that are on the dry 

dock. These contractors would include 

welders, fabricators, skilled labourers, 

general labourers and foremen. 

A third party, Kelemarc Sales and 

Consultancy Services, would be used 

to certify employees and equipment 

being used to paint vessels or barges, 

do any type of abrasive blasting, or 

changing of plates (steel). 

Dock Yard currently has the only 

floating dock in all of Guyana.  At 

Dock Yard, there is a concrete wharf 

facility that spans 145 feet. The dry 

dock will float alongside the wharf. To 

lift any boat, the operation would en-

tail sinking the dry dock to the desired 

depth, driving the vessel on, and then 

pumping the dry dock up with the use 

of submerged pumps located at the 

bottom of the dry dock. 

Since the discovery of oil in 

Guyana in 2015, and the subsequent 

production of oil in 2019, there has 

been a gratuitous increase in the 

amount of maritime activity in 

Guyana. Thus, more docking services 

will be needed to support this increase 

in maritime activity. 

The dry docking facility will also 

be a way of increasing local content, 

being able to service the increase in 

offshore traffic associated with the 

rapid economic expansion of Guyana. 

“There exists an overall deficit in 

this type of infrastructure in Guyana; 

the impact of inadequate facilities to 

accommodate the work in the mar-

itime sector represents a loss of local 

content and opportunities to Guyanese. 

Without supporting infrastructure, 

much of the business opportunities are 

carried to other countries [when] serv-

ices can be carried out in Guyana. This 

[facility] will result in significant ben-

efits to the local economy, including 

employment, duties and taxes, ancil-

lary goods and services and capacity-

building,” the company noted. 

According to Dock Yard, cus-

tomers will receive quality services in 

hull inspection, full maintenance, and 

other services such as shore-power, 

fresh water waste removal, and equip-

ment rental, while there will also be a 

fully geared machining shop. 

“These, coupled with the other 

services will allow Dock Yard to be a 

“One Stop Shop” to offer its service of 

dry docking to the maritime sector,” 

the company explained.

$627.6M dry docking facility for 
East Bank Demerara

The proposed dry docking facility

An exisiting dry dock facility services the oil industry



Guyana President His Excellency 

Dr Irfaan Ali told a large crowd from 

Mabaruma and its surrounding environs 

in Region One (Barima-Waini) that his 

Government’s development strategy is 

aimed at delivering equitable access to 

services and opportunities to all its citi-

zens, especially those in the hinterland 

and riverine areas. 

To this extent, the President an-

nounced that all residents who have the 

entry requirements to become health-

care workers will be granted the oppor-

tunity to train and study through the 

Government. 

The Government’s strategy, he ex-

plained, is to “bring prosperity to every 

single home, to ensure that every single 

Guyanese family can live a better life, 

can live a better quality life, can have 

better access to education, better access 

to health care, better access to every-

thing that make your lives easier, hap-

pier and better”. 

 “This investment we are making 

is because we believe in you, we believe 

in Mabaruma, we believe that Region 

One can produce high-quality nurses, 

high-quality teachers, high-quality den-

tists, high-quality technicians, high-

quality engineers, but you must get the 

opportunity, and we are delivering and 

will continue to deliver that opportunity 

to you, the people of Region One.” 

President Ali underscored that 

healthcare is one of the Government’s 

pillars that is continuously being im-

proved. This he said, is being done 

through access to medicines, medical 

supplies, equipment, human resources; 

the building and retrofitting of health 

centres and transportation to health cen-

tres, among other areas. 

President Ali also noted that water, 

energy, transportation, security, educa-

tion and recreation facilities are some of 

the other pillars that his Government 

will focus on. 

He pointed out that water is key to 

development, and if the country is to 

build a modern society in which people 

can live a healthy life, access to water 

is key. 

“We cannot have our mothers; we 

cannot have our children spending two 

or three hours every day just to find 

water to take you through that day. This 

is a key part of the transformation. That 

is why in this region, we are currently 

pursuing a programme to deliver 17 

new wells to Region One.” 

The goal of the Government is for 

the region to have 100% access to 

potable water by the end of 2025. 

The President also emphasised that 

access to reliable energy is equally im-

portant to improved livelihood and de-

velopment. He said that the 

Government is investing heavily in re-

newable energy in the region, which in-

cludes more than $270m in a 400KVA 

solar farm. The region will also benefit 

from the Government’s 30,000 solar 

home units programme that will be sup-

plied to hinterland and riverine homes. 

“We have already invested a lot in 

transportation. We have invested in 

bringing better transportation for the 

children, for the elderly but it’s still not 

enough.” 

He said that before the end of the 

first quarter of next year, the region will 

receive its brand new ferry and an in-

vestment of more than $2.3b to build 

two new wharves. 

It was also announced that within 

the next four to six weeks, the security 

forces will receive three new ATVs and 

three pickups to improve the region’s 

security sector. 

“We are working now on a full as-

sessment, especially the large catchment 

areas, to see how we can work with the 

communities themselves in improving 

the sports and recreational facilities to 

support the holistic growth and devel-

opment of our young people and chil-

dren, to support the wellness of our 

elderly, giving them an area to which 

they can exercise, and which they could 

improve their lives through wellness.” 

President Ali also noted that while 

the Government has embarked on a 

massive public assistance programme, 

officials are aware that the system has 

kinks that prevent persons from receiv-

ing public assistance. 

To remedy this, a massive outreach 

programme led by the Ministry of 

Human Services and Social Security 

will be launched in the region to resolve 

all the issues and “stop the bureaucracy” 

and other hindrances. 

The President and several of his 

Cabinet Ministers are currently on a 

two-day outreach to the region. 

EQUALITY NEWS 15THURSDAY DECEMBER 29 2022

Govt will sponsor training for Region 
One residents in the healthcare sector

President Ali addresses the large gathering in Barima-Waini, where he had a full turn out (below)

PRESIDENTIAL Guard Telon Perreira, who was 

stabbed five times by Bethel Chimezie, a Nigerian national 

who stormed State House, was promoted on Saturday to 

the rank of Corporal. 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, President 

Dr. Irfaan Ali and Commissioner of Police (ag), Clifton 

Hicken visited the injured rank at his hospital bed and pro-

moted him. Dr. Ali praised the police rank for his bravery 

and courage. 

Corporal Perreira told the President he is eager to re-

turn to work. 

Chimezie, 25, showed up at State House – the official 

residence of President Ali and his family – demanding to 

see the President and told a Presidential Guard: “I want the 

President.” 

He then proceeded to stab Perreira five times about 

his neck and body before disarming a female Presidential 

Guard and firing several shots at the building. 

Chinezie was later three times shot by other members 

of the President’s security detail. 

The perpetrator recently regained consciousness and 

efforts were made to interrogate him.

Guard injured 
in President’s 
house attack
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 

Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!

INJURED?   
CAR ACCIDENT? 

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR TTC SLIP 
AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, PEDESTRIAN OR 

CYCLYST STRUCK BY AUTOMOBILE 
 VICTIMS OF CRIME 

TALK TO US FIRST 
THE ACCIDENT INJURY LAW FIRM MAXMIZES YOUR CLAIM

AND GETS YOU A BIGGER SETTLEMENT 

NO UP FRONT FEES AND NO HIDDEN COST  

WE DON’T GET PAID UNTIL YOU GET PAID 

FOR A FREE CONSULATION IN 
YOUR HOME, AT THE HOSPITAL 

OR AT YOUR OFFICE 

CALL RICHARD MARS HOSEIN 
AT 

416-999-3471 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9AM8PM 

OVER 15 YEARS OF EXCELLENT 
SERVICE IN THIS COMMUNITY
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Christmas miracle as sailors 
rescued from stormy seas

VETERAN pilot, Captain Gerry 

Gouveia Snr has reported an account of 

a rescue in the dangerously rough wa-

ters of the Atlantic Ocean that can only 

be described as a miracle on Christmas 

Day. 

In an account shared moments ago 

on his Facebook page, Captain Gou-

veia Snr, who is also national security 

advisor, said: 

“Even as some parts of the nation 

were celebrating Christmas, a small set 

of Guyanese fishermen was in the high 

seas working to feed their families 

when their vessel ran into rough seas 

and sank at approximately 20:30 hrs on 

Christmas night. 

The crew all outfitted themselves 

with life jackets, and jumped into the 

raging Atlantic Ocean, and scrambled 

into the life rafts which were deployed 

as the vessel was sinking. 

The crew then recognized that one 

of their crew members was missing. 

They floated and floated and drifted all 

night on the raging ocean under blister-

ing rain showers. 

They looked and looked and with 

heavy hearts but could not find their 

colleague. Eventually after drifting all 

night and into this morning, they were 

located by another fishing vessel at 

11:30 hrs. They then notified the 

Guyana Defence Force’s Coast Guard. 

The Coast Guard immediately 

launched their rescue vessels and 

moved the distressed crew to safety on 

land. Meanwhile, other Coast Guard 

vessels began wide-sweeping search 

patterns trying to locate the lone miss-

ing crew member. 

The soldiers were focused and de-

termined. They searched and searched 

and searched even when the weather 

became dangerous. They never gave 

up. 

They then called out to Roraima 

Airways for air support and immedi-

ately, we dispatched an aircraft under 

the command of Captain Gerry Gou-

veia Jr. He was joined by the Com-

manding Officer of the Coast Guard 

and his team. 

They joined the search from the 

air in support of the vessels on the 

water. The weather was severe and 

rough, but together the Coast Guard 

vessels and the Roraima planes combed 

the ocean looking and looking. 

On this day, God gave Guyana a 

gift of life. As the CG vessels and the 

Roraima aircraft began tightening the 

search pattern, the lone crew member 

was spotted by the soldiers in the CG 

Vessels. 

After 20 hours of drifting aim-

lessly in the wide expanse of the At-

lantic Ocean, he was hauled aboard the 

Guyana Defence Force Coast Guard 

vessel and brought to safety. 

I would like to report that he is 

now in a safe place. Words cannot de-

scribe how grateful I feel tonight to 

know that we have men and women in 

uniform who are brave and determined 

to serve and protect us.

The GDF and Roraima air rescue team
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

Aries: March 20, 2022 - April 19, 2022 You’re thinking 
about your hopes for the future, with a very long-term scale in 
mind, as the moon in Aquarius meets with Saturn, the planet 
of time. You can be especially sensitive to social dynamics and 
outliers now.  

Taurus: April 19, 2022 - May 20, 2022 You’re in the 
limelight with the moon moving through your chart’s fame 
sector, putting you in a very visible position. You’re being 
called to stay humble as the moon meets with wise Saturn, re-
minding you to be grateful for how far you’ve come. 

Gemini: May 20, 2022 - June 21, 2022 You’ve been 
very outspoken these days, and the moon in fellow air sign 
Aquarius fans your fire! You might be coming up with an ex-
planation or apologetic reasoning for a conversation that was 
simply absurd or playful as the moon meets with wet blanket 
Saturn. Somehow you can make explaining the joke funny. 

Cancer: June 21, 2022 - July 22, 2022 You can be pay-
ing close attention to what other people give (or don’t) as the 
moon moves through your chart’s house of gifts and intimacy. 
There might be a little FOMO in the air.  

Leo: July 22, 2022 - August 22, 2022 You’re empathetic, 
connecting with others as the moon moves through your 
chart’s house of relationships. You are in tune with how you 
and others are loyal to each other, or maybe feeling a little let 
down if they’re not up to your standards.  

Virgo: August 22, 2022 - September 22, 2022 You’re 
making yourself useful as the moon moves through your 
chart’s house of service, putting you to work. The moon meets 
serious Saturn, which might find you reckoning with restraints. 
Do you have enough time to do everything?  

Libra: September 22, 2022 - October 23, 2022 You’re 
in a festive mood as the moon in fellow air sign Aquarius illu-
minates a happy sector of your chart! As an air sign, you can 
have the tendency to deeply think about everything in a con-
ceptual way. Critical thoughts arise as the moon meets with 
serious Saturn. 

Scorpio: October 23, 2022 - November 22, 2022 You’re 
focused on your need for rest as the moon moves through your 
chart’s sector of home and family life. You might need to ask 
for more time, space, or a break as the moon meets with Sat-
urn, starting a new cycle in boundaries and discipline. 

Sagittarius: November 22, 2022 - December 21, 2022 
You’re feeling friendly and chatty as the moon moves through 
your chart’s communication sector. You might be thinking 
about your neighbors or people close to you who are not as 
fortunate as the moon meets with Saturn. Conversations about 
commitments and concerns come up. 

Capricorn: December 21, 2021 - January 19, 2022 
You’re considering the material world with the moon in your 
chart’s house of personal resources. What is it all worth in the 
end? More existential questions related to money and objects 
come up as the moon meets with Saturn. Art or antiques from 
another time can resonate with you. 

Aquarius: January 19, 2022 - February 18, 2022 
You’re in touch with what you need as the moon moves 
through your sign, Aquarius. You might feel like you need 
some very bare-minimum things as the moon meets with Sat-
urn, cluing you into survival instincts.  

Pisces: February 18, 2022 - March 20, 2022 Take today 
to float. You don’t have to reply! With the moon in a rehabil-
itative sector of your chart, you’re in the mood to wander 
through the woods for some fresh air, metaphorically. 

COME FLY WITH US! 
The Caribbean is open for 
visitors. Get the best air 
fares now from 
EQUALITY TRAVEL 
416-759-2359

Tunisha Sharma hanged herself after breakup with boyfriend

Actors react to suicide of young 
actress Tunisha Sharma

Last weekend, the television industry woke up 

to the shocking news of the suicide of young actress 

Tunisha Sharma. The actress, who played the lead-

ing lady in the adventure-fantasy drama Ali Baba 

Dastaan-E-Kabul, hung herself in the bathroom of 

the sets of the show on Saturday, December 24 after 

allegedly breaking up with her boyfriend and co-

actor Sheezan Khan. Yet another co-star of the duo 

and television star Vineet Raina recently opened up 

about his bond with Tunisha as well as what he 

knew about her relationship with Khan. 

Soon after the demise of co-star Tunisha 

Sharma, actor Vineet Raina had taken to social 

media to dedicate a special tribute post to her, re-

calling his onscreen memories with the actress. And 

now, in an interview with ANI, he recalled the last 

time he spoke to her. He said, "I last met her on De-

cember 10, on the last day of my shoot, as my role 

was getting over. She cried as I was leaving. My 

last chat with her was when she invited me to join 

her birthday. She was talented and a very good 

singer. She once sang on the sets, leaving us all 

amazed. She was a very good soul and we lost her 

too soon," 

Vineet revealed that he had a good cama-

raderie with everyone on sets and he also spoke 

about whatever little he knew about Sheezan and 

Tunisha. He added, "I never saw them fighting. 

Whatever it was between them was outside the sets. 

They were very professional. I believe in the Mum-

bai police and they will definitely look into all as-

pects of this case." 

Along with that, Raina also extended his sup-

port to Tunisha’s mother, who has sought coopera-

tion from the authorities to look deeper into the 

death of her daughter and requested the police to 

investigate the case from all angles.



EQUALITY NEWS 23THURSDAY DECEMBER 29 2022

Minister of Home Affairs, Robeson 

Benn, on Tuesday during his address at 

the  Criminal Investigation Department’s 

(CID) Christmas Luncheon and Award 

Ceremony said that a new machine to 

conduct DNA testing at the Guyana 

Forensic Science Laboratory (GFSL)has 

been procured and will arrive in the 

country within a couple of months. 

He related that once the machine is 

up and running, cold cases that have 

been awaiting DNA evidence will be 

speeded up. He also said that bodies that 

have been kept at morgues awaiting 

DNA samples, will finally be buried. 

“We had some problems with DNA 

and I would like to say that we have pro-

cured for a new machine and that we will 

shortly, within a couple of months…We 

would be able to be in a position to do 

our own testing in Guyana at the Guyana 

Forensic Laboratory. We won’t have to 

spend time and the long wait to get DNA 

tests done overseas and maybe we might 

have a way of burial for particular cases 

were bodies or remains are still in wait-

ing”, Benn said. 

In August last year it was reported 

that the Guyana Police Force (GPF) was 

forced to quickly dispose of unidentified 

bodies to cut storage costs. 

Acquiring the new equipment will 

help to ease some of the financial burden 

on the Force too. 

Benn when he made the disclosure 

that “a new machine” has been procured 

did not mention the cost, however, ear-

lier this month some $50.5 million were 

approved by parliament for additional 

resources to support GFSL, specifically 

for the acquisition of a DNA analysis 

workflow system. 

This is not the first time that a Gov-

ernment spent millions on DNA testing 

equipment. 

In 2017, the then Coalition Govern-

ment spent $84M from US$1M Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) 

loan to equip GFSL with DNA testing 

equipment. 

In 2019 the equipment were offi-

cially commissioned and Former Minis-

ter of Public Security, Khemraj 

Ramjattan, had stated that the DNA ma-

chine was sourced from Italy and can run 

eight samples simultaneously and pro-

duce results within two hours. 

Four persons were reportedly 

trained to operate equipment and the pre-

vious Government boasted that it will 

save hundreds of thousands of dollars to 

secure DNA results. 

The Coalition had stated that it had 

previously cost $1M to secure DNA re-

sults, but with the machines it had pro-

cured, the cost would have been reduced 

to $60,000 

A few years later in early 2022, ac-

cording to media reports, the present Ad-

ministration had to resort to spending 

large sums of cash and forced to wait 

lengthy periods for DNA results because 

the DNA machine purchased under the 

Coalition stopped producing accurate re-

sults. 

During a bid in Parliament earlier 

this to secure cash to purchase a new ma-

chine current Home Affairs Minister, 

Benn said, “The machine could not run 

analysis for degraded samples. So….if 

there was fresh blood or fresh samples, 

you would get results with maybe 75 

percent, 80 percent accuracy. That was a 

problem in itself because it could not run 

degraded blood or bone samples,” 

As a result of the setback, Crime 

Chief Wendell Blanhum, at a Press Con-

ference in November said that over 20 

cases were affected by the lack of capac-

ity to conduct DNA testing locally 

While the Government is seeking to 

remedy the situation, GPF secured a lab-

oratory from the United States (US) to 

assist their Investigators with DNA test-

ing. 

One of the cases presently awaiting 

DNA test results is the two-year-old 

murder of a Kuru Kururu man, Answar 

Stoll. 

A suspect, Leon Waddle had con-

fessed to Police that he was Stoll’s killer 

but he never told Detectives  where he 

had disposed of the body. 

However, a few months back in 

July last, Detectives discovered scattered 

skeletal remains in the Kuru Kururu 

backdam that they suspect might belong 

to Stoll, but to prove this is true, DNA 

testing is needed. 

The last update police give on the 

matter is that the remains will be sent 

overseas for testing.

New DNA testing machine to arrive 
in Guyana next year

Minister of Home Affairs, Robeson Benn

The Court of Appeal on Wednes-

day set aside the conviction of 

Vishawantie Ragnauth, who is cur-

rently serving 40 years behind bars for 

the murder of her uncle, and ordered 

that she be retried at the next practical 

sitting of the Demerara Assizes. 

Ragnauth and her reputed hus-

band, Nyron Thakurdyal were initially 

jointly charged with the capital of-

fence of murder. The couple was 

found guilty of the murder of 39-year-

old miner Sunil Ramsundar on De-

cember 26, 2014, at Skull City, 

Patentia, West Bank Demerara. 

Ragnauth had previously told the 

court that she was sorry for what hap-

pened and begged for forgiveness, 

while fellow killer Thakurdyal ex-

pressed his remorse and sympathy, 

telling the court he wanted to be a 

“constructive father” to his six chil-

dren. 

Attorney Lisa Cave, who ap-

peared for the prosecution, however 

deemed Ramsundar’s killing as sense-

less and unprovoked, stating the now 

deceased man was standing and curs-

ing by himself when he was attacked. 

In 2018, the couple was found 

guilty by a jury of murdering Sunil 

Ramsundar on Boxing Day 2014 at 

Skull City, Patentia, West Bank De-

merara (WBD).  

They were each sentenced to 40 

years imprisonment by High Court 

Judge Sandil Kissoon. 

The appeal was heard by Chan-

cellor (ag) Yonette Cummings-Ed-

wards and Justices of Appeal Dawn 

Gregory and Rishi Persaud; the State 

was represented by Prosecutor Diana 

O’Brien.  

The Chancellor, who delivered 

the ruling, said that the defence’s case 

should have been properly put to the 

jury and the jury should have been di-

rected accordingly, taking into consid-

eration the evidence that was provided 

to the High Court.  

The Chancellor allowed the ap-

peal and set aside the conviction and 

sentence. 

 

Retrial ordered for woman in killing of uncle

Vishawantie Ragnauth
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Chairman of Guyana Reparations 

Commission, Eric Phillips has expressed 

dismay that Guyana was not included in 

an apology recently issued by the King-

dom of the Netherlands despite almost 

200 years of African enslavement in the 

country.  

Phillips expressed the concerns 

during a virtual press conference hosted 

by the Caribbean Community’s (CARI-

COM) Reparations Commission 

Wednesday. The press conference was 

chaired by CARICOM Programme 

Manager and Reparations Commission 

secretary Hilary Brown, while the panel 

included Phillips, CARICOM Repara-

tions Chairman and UWI Vice Chancel-

lor Dr. Hilary Beckles, Suriname 

Reparations Chair Armand Zunder and 

Professor Verene Shepherd, Director for 

Reparations Research at UWI, who all 

provided reactions to Netherland’s apol-

ogy. 

On Monday, Dutch Prime Minister 

Mark Rutte gave a 20-minute-long 

speech apologising for his country’s role 

in the slave trade. It is understood that 

members of the PM’s cabinet will also 

be giving speeches in seven former 

Dutch Caribbean colonies they plan to 

visit. 

Guyana will not be among those 

countries, Phillips said as the country 

was not even mentioned to have suffered 

at the hands of Dutch enslavers. 

“Guyana was a Dutch colony from 1616 

to 1812, a period of 196 years” Phillips 

told the press conference. He explained 

that in 1621 the Netherlands gave the 

Dutch West Indian Company full control 

over a large Essequibo trading port as it 

owned for some 170 years cotton, to-

bacco and sugar plantations. An indeli-

ble Dutch legacy lives through names 

within the country such as Sparendaam, 

Vergenoegen, New Amsterdam, Holland 

and Uitvlugt among others, yet no one 

from the Netherlands will be coming 

here, Phillips reiterated. 

Phillips said that the Dutch apology 

is welcomed nonetheless as it should be 

seen as a portal for constructive dia-

logue. He said that the apology must be 

followed by positive actions, “…based 

on the principle that harms must be read-

dressed…” 

Dr. Beckles highlighted that the for-

mal apology and acknowledgement of 

the transatlantic slave trade represent the 

acknowledgment of a crime against hu-

manity and such a crime must be re-

paired with specific remedies. He said 

the Dutch apology is understood to be 

based on internal discussions as the 

country did not involve survivors of 

these historic crimes nor the victim com-

munities in the Caribbean and beyond. 

Dr. Beckles opined that multilateralism, 

and the full inclusion of stakeholders is 

the necessary impetus to move the repa-

ration issue forward in a dignified way, 

and until that is done, the apology re-

mains challengeable.  

Dr. Beckles noted however that the 

apology adds to the Netherlands being 

the best European state poised to bring 

global leadership to the longstanding 

issue of reparatory justice. Historically, 

the Dutch has been a driving force in the 

African enslavement business having as-

sisted other European states to get in on 

the free labour. Dr. Beckles explained 

that the Dutch was Europe’s pioneer 

state in the global slavery enterprise. For 

most of the 17 century, he said, the 

Dutch monopolized the transatlantic 

slave trade and provided finance and 

technology that enabled it to establish its 

empire based on chattel slavery and pro-

vided the resources that enabled the 

French, Portuguese, Spanish and others 

to follow. As a result of this pioneering 

role Amsterdam became the financial 

centre of Europe and became the leading 

supplier of capital that financed new 

world colonization. The national enrich-

ment from African enslavement was un-

precedented as the Dutch became one of 

Europe’s most developed industrial 

states which continues to be their posi-

tion to date, “as an imperial nation hold-

ing a significant part of the Caribbean 

community in a state of colonial 

bondage.” 

 

Guyana not included in Nether-
land’s apology over slavery 

Chairman of Guyana Reparations Commission Eric Phillips
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Health Ministry rejects ‘desper-
ate rantings’ of Aubrey Norton

Every week, Aubrey Norton as the 

leader of the PNC/R and the leader of 

the opposition tries desperately to emu-

late Bharat Jagdeo when Bharat Jagdeo 

was the leader of the opposition. Few 

opposition leaders in CARICOM’s his-

tory were as effective as Bharat Jagdeo 

who excelled as the Leader of the Op-

position such that the PNC-led 

APNU/AFC had its time in Govern-

ment curtailed to a single term after the 

people rejected them in the March 

2020 general and regional elections. 

Even as we acknowledge the brilliance 

of Bharat Jagdeo as an opposition 

leader, we also must bemoan the fact 

that Aubrey Norton, so far as the leader 

of the opposition, has distinguished 

himself in the opposite direction, with 

few opposition leaders in CARICOM’s 

history ever as ineffective and clueless 

as he is.   

In an invited comment on the 

Government of Guyana’s successful 

negotiation of a $US160M CLIP loan 

with the IDB for the development of 

the health sector, with $US97M in the 

first phase allocated to build new hos-

pitals in four hinterland communities 

and with the redevelopment of Linden 

and New Amsterdam Hospitals and the 

GPHC, he dismissed the project as an-

other scheme by the PPP government 

to facilitate corruption to benefit sup-

porters of the PPP. It is an utterly base-

less statement, one that exposes the 

visionless and clueless approach of the 

PNC and its leaders to the development 

of Guyana and the Guyanese people. In 

alleging that these are merely corrup-

tion-based initiatives, Norton also char-

acterizes the IDB as corrupt because all 

procurement and implementation must 

meet the approval of the IDB.    

Does Aubrey Norton truly believe 

that Lethem, Moruca, Kamarang and 

Kato do not deserve new hospitals? Is 

it because these communities are 

largely Amerindian communities which 

are majority-support of the PPP that 

Norton believes they should not have 

new hospitals? Why would Norton not 

want the Regional Hospital at Linden 

to be developed into an advanced 

Level 3 hospital, with more operating 

theatres, CT and more advanced diag-

nostic capacity? Is it because he fears 

that this would win support for the PPP 

in his stronghold? Why is it that Nor-

ton would not want the New Amster-

dam Hospital to be redeveloped to 

serve as a level 5 hospital, with MRI 

and CT with double the present operat-

ing theatre capacity and with a capacity 

for cardiac interventions? And why 

would he not want the government to 

redevelop the GPHC to serve as a gen-

uine referral hospital, with an advanced 

orthopedic service, full-scale cardiac 

surgery and CARICOM’s leading 

transplant centre?      

Which of these plans is based on a 

corruption scheme? The fact is that the 

plans announced for cooperation be-

tween the PPP government and the 

IDB is part of a vision and a plan to 

completely transform the physical and 

technological infrastructure of the 

health sector by 2025. Norton’s PNC-

led APNU/AFC legacy was that be-

tween 2015 and 2020, they caused the 

health sector to regress, a price 

Guyanese are paying for today. It is the 

PPP that is remedying the assault on 

the health sector that was shamelessly 

launched by the PNC-led APNU/AFC 

between 2015 and 2020.    

Norton further exposes his clue-

lessness when he referred to an IDB 

Report that placed Guyana second to 

last in the Region based on access to 

care. This was an IDB Report based on 

an assessment in 2019/2020 for access 

to care for COVID-19. The report ex-

poses the unconscionable response of 

the APNU/AFC Government when by 

August 2020 there was barely any ca-

pacity for COVID-19 testing when the 

ICU capacity of the country was lim-

ited to 12 ventilator-supported ICU 

beds, when there was barely any isola-

tion capacity for COVID-19 patients 

when more than $2B was spent on 

retrofitting an old hotel and leaving it 

in August 2020 as a shell. He brazenly 

and shamelessly left the scandal of the 

COVID-19 response caused by 

APNU/AFC which he now leads at the 

feet of the PPP. It is the PPP that imme-

diately after August 2020 transformed 

the COVID-19 response. Within 

months, one of the most aggressive 

testing regimes in CARICOM was es-

tablished in Guyana, moving from less 

than 10 tests per day to more than 500 

per day with a capacity of several thou-

sand per day. The PPP government 

took the Ocean View hotel shell after 

APNU/AFC spent more than $2B and 

transform it into a modern Infectious 

Disease Hospital. Within weeks after 

the COVID-19 vaccine became avail-

able, Guyana became one of the first 

CARICOM countries to make COVID-

19 vaccines available to all adults in 

Guyana. 

The IDB report did mention poor 

access to hospital-based care in hinter-

land communities. Ironically, the bulk 

of the $US97M IDB funding is in-

tended to significantly improve hospi-

tal-based care in these regions, the very 

thing Norton attacks. If this is not clue-

lessness, what then is it?   

Norton repeats the same false alle-

gations that Kaieteur News made a few 

weeks ago when they completely mis-

represented the Auditor General’s Re-

port for 2021. He referred to a large 

local company which had contracts 

amounting to over 50% of the total 

procurement for medicines and med-

ical supplies. Like the Kaieteur News, 

Norton failed to mention that the Audi-

tor General simply listed all the suppli-

ers, with no assertion that anyone 

obtained any contract through a breach 

of the procurement laws. The specific 

company that Norton identified as a 

friend of the PPP earned contracts to 

supply medicines and medical supplies 

after winning publicly advertised ten-

ders. In all cases, the company earned 

contracts after submitting winning bids 

to the NPTAB. The Auditor General 

never inferred that any of the contracts 

obtained by any one of the suppliers 

was obtained through any illegitimate 

procedure or any violation of the pro-

curement laws of Guyana. None of the 

2021 contracts, except for the PAHO 

contract, was a sole-sourced contract. 

The open-bidding process that has been 

employed by the PPP government is in 

direct contrast to the sole-sourcing that 

became the norm between 2015 and 

2020 when APNU-AFC simply sole-

sourced from their donors and friends.   

Norton, taking his cue from Kai-

eteur News, an entity whose fake news 

has become Norton’s bible, also re-

ferred to the Auditor General Report 

2021 that highlighted the fact that 

$478M of medicines and medical sup-

plies were not delivered in 2021. The 

Auditor General Report 2021 simply 

highlighted that throughout 2021 and 

2022, medicines and medical supplies, 

like other goods, suffered from global 

shortages and long delays in trans-

portation (logistical delays). This is not 

a Guyana problem, nor has it been 

caused by the PPP government. In ad-

dition, as pointed out by the Auditor 

General Report 2021, the Ministry’s 

2021 procurement included COVID-19 

supplies that would have been needed 

in 2022 and, therefore, were subjected 

to delayed or “staggered” delivery. The 

MOH several weeks ago clarified that 

since then most of the supplies have 

been delivered.  

The MOH reiterates that in Au-

gust 2020, it inherited a system steeped 

in sole sourcing, such as the HBD con-

tract, resulting from a rejected re-

stricted tender process in which only 

invited bidders were allowed to tender 

and then after disqualifying all of them, 

reinvited each to resubmit new tenders 

and accepted the highest offer. For ex-

ample, in that 2017 process, HBD’s 

price for Neulasta was $205,675, com-

pared to the $22,429 submitted by an-

other company. We remind people that 

examples like the sole-sourcing of a 

building that was nothing but a normal 

resident were rented for almost $15M 

(rent plus other charges) per month 

dominate the MOH’s procurement 

landscape in Guyana between 2015 and 

2020. Such total violation of the pro-

curement laws does not happen at this 

time. 

In addition, the MOH inherited a 

system in which suppliers routinely 

failed to supply medicines and supplies 

they were fully paid for. For example, 

at the end of 2018, more than $346M 

worth of medicines from contracts in 

2015/2016 were not delivered. There 

are many examples of medicines and 

medical supplies that are still owing 

from 2016/2017.  
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Cocerns voiced as renovations 
begin on historic Devon House
Jamaica opposition spokesperson 

on the environment, Senator Sophia 

Fraser Binns, has joined the queue of re-

actions to the renovation of the historic 

Devon House property in St Andrew, 

cautioning against any redesign which 

ignores the importance of preserving the 

country's green spaces in the face of cli-

mate change. 

"The Opposition welcomes any at-

tempt to modernise our infrastructure, or 

our sites, as we see at Devon House. 

However, it can't be at the detriment of 

the environment. We know that 

Kingston is set to experience climate de-

parture next yearâ€¦we know climate 

change is real and consequent upon that, 

it behoves all of us as leaders, civil so-

ciety, government, government depart-

ment and ministries to ensure that 

everything we do is towards reducing 

the effects of climate change. We under-

stand the importance that trees play, so 

we are very surprised and disappointed 

that, in modernising Devon House, that 

the effort and emphasis that ought to 

have been placed on the green space was 

not done, or it appears as if it was not 

done," Fraser Binns said. 

She stressed that avenues must be 

found to strike that balance between the 

environment and development "because 

we can't have real development unless it 

is sustainable and unless there is due 

consideration given to the environ-

ment". 

Senior communications strategist 

for the Tourism Enhancement Fund 

(TEF) Delano Seiveright told the Ob-

server on that "all is good" in regards to 

the status of Devon House as a heritage 

site, notwithstanding the new configura-

tion. He stressed that the Jamaica Na-

tional Heritage Trust (JNHT) was fully 

involved in the process. 

Amidst strong public sentiments 

against what appears to be the hardscap-

ing of Devon House, the TEF issued a 

statement late last week outlining that 

the renovations to the courtyard of the 

property, which started in March and 

isn't yet completed, had taken into ac-

count safety, movement of patrons in-

cluding the disabled, drainage, and 

general functionality in the reconfigura-

tion of the site. 

Devon House was declared a na-

tional monument in 1990 by the JNHT 

under the instructions of former Prime 

Minister Edward Seaga, during his 

tenure as minister of development. 

Seiveright explained in the state-

ment that the TEF had suspended work 

on the property to allow the public to 

use the facility for the Christmas season. 

"The completed space will consist 

of more plants to ensure that the public 

can continue to enjoy the oasis in the 

middle of the city while they shop and 

enjoy the gastronomy delights of Devon 

House, including the world-famous 

Devon House I-Scream. Furthermore, 

we assure the public that the area will 

appear lusher after the trees are allowed 

to mature, the shrubs are planted, and 

the vines begin to grow on the pergolas," 

the TEF said. 

He stressed that only a poinciana 

tree was removed after a review by the 

Forestry Department, which recom-

mended its removal for public safety. 

Social media posters have blasted the 

renovations, referring to it as a transfor-

mation of the green site into a "concrete 

jungle", and desecration of one of the 

last few public green spaces left in the 

Corporate Area.The TEF advised that it 

was "ultimately better to err on the side 

of caution by replacing the old tree with 

a young sapling that can be trained to 

conform to contextually acceptable stan-

dards of safety." We, therefore, followed 

this advice and planted a young lignum 

vitae tree in its place. Additionally, with 

the removal of the poinciana tree, six 

other trees have been planted, including 

a blue mahoe, lignum vitae, as well as 

assorted plants and shrubs".Seiveright 

noted that with the increase in visitors to 

Devon House, the number of seats in the 

area was inadequate, limiting the ability 

of patrons to sit and enjoy the atmos-

phere and ambience of the courtyard, 

and that the previous design posed chal-

lenges regarding the movement of pa-

trons within the area. 

He said the design process took 

three years and adhered to all necessary 

protocols, including land survey of the 

area, and designs approved by the JNHT 

and the Kingston and St Andrew Munic-

ipal Corporation (KSAMC). The project 

is expected to be completed in the first 

quarter of 2023.

Devon House in St Andrew
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A new President of TT is to be 

elected in January as the five-year term 

of President Paula-Mae Weekes comes 

to an end. 

In a notice in the TT Gazette dated 

December 23, Speaker of the House of 

Representatives and chairman of the 

Electoral College, Bridgid Annisette-

George said the Electoral College will 

convene on January 23, 2023, when a 

new President of TT will be elected. 

“A person shall not be a candidate 

for election as President of the Republic 

of Trinidad and Tobago unless nomi-

nated for election by a nomination paper 

which (a) is signed by the candidate and 

by 12 or more Members of the House of 

Representatives; and (b) is delivered to 

the Speaker at least seven days before 

the election.” 

Weekes, a retired Justice of Appeal 

in TT and The Turks and Caicos Islands, 

took office on 19 March, 2018 after 

being elected on January 19 of that year. 

As she was the only candidate nomi-

nated, she was deemed elected without 

the need for a vote and made history by 

becoming the first female President of 

TT. 

She is the country’s sixth President 

after Ellis Emmanuel Innocent Clarke 

(September 24, 1976 – March 19, 1987), 

Noor Mohamed Hassanali (March 20, 

1987 – March 17, 1997), Arthur 

Napoleon Raymond Robinson (March 

18, 1997 – March 16, 2003), George 

Maxwell Richards (March 17, 2003 – 

March 18, 2013) and Justice Anthony 

Thomas Aquinas Carmona (March 19, 

2013 – March 18, 2018). 

Carmona and Robinson (deceased) 

served one term as President while 

Clarke (deceased), Hassanali (deceased) 

and Richards served two. 

The President’s Office declined to 

make an official statement but suggested 

Weekes never intended to serve a second 

term. 

Political analyst Dr Bishnu Ra-

goonath said the people would have to 

wait and see who the Government or the 

Opposition would nominate as President, 

but the selection was really down to who 

the Dr Keith Rowley administration 

nominated. 

“The election of a President is usu-

ally done on the basis of the party which 

has the majority in the Upper and Lower 

House. Whoever the Prime Minister se-

lects is who would win the majority be-

cause people vote along party lines. The 

Opposition could always nominate 

somebody but the chance of that person 

winning that election is a snowball’s 

chance in hell.” 

He said the Government would 

probably look for someone who retired 

from the Judiciary, as had been the tra-

dition, with the hope that person could 

operate with some degree of independ-

ence. 

Commenting on Weekes term in of-

fice, he said people who were aware of 

the limitations of the position may say 

she did an “okay” job, while those who 

were not may believe she fell short. 

“The President can only do so much 

in accordance with the Constitution and 

people don’t necessarily understand the 

limitations of the presidency compared 

with an executive Presidency like in the 

United States. 

“Many people have called upon the 

President, on various occasions, to do 

things which fell outside her portfolio 

and purview. They may very well still 

feel upset believing she may not have 

done something.” 

However, he said there were con-

cerns about some of the things that hap-

pened during her term such as whether 

or not she received a housing allowance 

while continuing to live at her private 

home even though the President’s house 

was available to her, and her handling of 

the Police Service Commission (PSC) 

merit list issue. On August 11, 2021, then 

PSC chairman, Bliss Seepersad, with-

drew the Order of Merit List, which she 

delivered to the President, naming for-

mer commissioner of police Gary Grif-

fith as the top nominee for the post from 

the President's office. She did so after a 

meeting with the PM at President's 

House, where Rowley said he gave her a 

document, the Barrington Report. 

After Opposition Leader Kamla 

Persad-Bissessar filed a motion in the 

Parliament seeking to remove the Presi-

dent in October 2021, Weekes, in a paid 

advertisement, said there was no politi-

cal interference or breach of the separa-

tion of powers, and she did not violate 

any provision of the Constitution nor 

was there any misbehaviour in public of-

fice on her part. 

She said, “I confirm that an Order 

of Merit List in respect of the Commis-

sioner of Police was delivered on August 

11, 2021 to the OTP and withdrawn al-

most immediately thereafter that day. 

“I therefore had no list from which 

a notification could issue. To date no 

other list has since been submitted. The 

OTP has been advised that the recruit-

ment and selection process for the Office 

of Commissioner of Police has not yet 

been completed.” 

Ragoonath said there was no legal 

explanation as to whether something that 

was submitted to the President could be 

withdrawn in that way, and it would al-

ways be a “black mark” on her term of 

office. 

Another concern, he said, was her 

silence on various issues that affected the 

nation compared to previous Presidents, 

especially as people were looking for-

ward to hearing more from the country’s 

first female President. 

“While the President does not have 

any real role to play in the state of the na-

tion and various issues such as crime, the 

economy and the insecurity of the peo-

ple, there has been concern as to whether 

the President has been substantially 

silent and not empathising with the chal-

lenges of the citizens.” 

Former commissioner of police and 

leader of the National Transformation 

Alliance Gary Griffith said it was unfor-

tunate that Weekes would be remem-

bered for “all the wrong reasons.” 

He said she would especially be re-

membered for being “at the centre of the 

biggest controversy in a decade, when 

she refused to adhere to the laws of the 

country as she was mandated to do, by 

simply forwarding a merit list to Parlia-

ment after receiving it.” 

Griffith said a President could do 

much to build and unite a country but, 

instead, she preached to, criticised and 

scolded citizens in almost every address, 

so he did not expect her to be remem-

bered in a positive manner. He expressed 

the hope that whoever replaced her 

would operate in “a manner of states-

manship.” 

Weekes out: T&T to get new  
President in January

President Paula-Mae Weekes pins the Joe D'Arcy Award for Gallantry on scout Nikoli Mohammed 



Head coach of the Cricket West 

Indies (CWI) Academy programme 

Andre Coley has been reassigned as in-

terim coach of the men's team for two 

upcoming tours but assistant coaches 

Roddy Estwick and Monty Desai will 

not have their contracts renewed, CWI 

has announced/ 

Coley will oversee the team for 

the two-Test tour of Zimbabwe from 

January 28 to February 16, as well as 

the multi-format tour of South Africa, 

which includes two Tests, three One-

Day Internationals (ODIs) and three 

T20 Internationals (T20Is), from Feb-

ruary 21 to March 28. 

The decision followed a meeting 

of the board of directors on Monday 

and Director of Cricket Jimmy Adams 

said he was a good fit for the job. 

"With his wealth of knowledge of 

the game, player-management skills, 

dedication and hard work, as well as 

attention to detail, we know he is well 

equipped," he said of the Jamaican 

who will temporarily fill the shoes of 

Phil Simmons, who resigned following 

the West Indies' shocking exit from the 

group stage of the ICC T20 World Cup 

in October. 

Adams also confirmed that the 

contracts of Estwick and Desai had 

ended. 

"I'd like to thank Roddy and 

Monty for their hard work and dedica-

tion in supporting the team over the 

last few years and wish them the very 

best in the future," he said. 

Meanwhile, Coley said he felt ho-

noured to have been chosen for the po-

sition. 

"To be asked to oversee the West 

Indies team on the upcoming tours of 

Zimbabwe and South Africa is a spe-

cial honour. West Indies cricket holds a 

special place in my heart," said the for-

mer wicketkeeper/batsman. 

"The upcoming assignment will 

be challenging as we will come up 

against two teams in their home condi-

tions. We will need to ensure that our 

planning and preparation are appropri-

ate, and demonstrate consistency in the 

execution of these plans, to give our-

selves the best opportunity to achieve 

positive results." 

"The players, I'm sure, are enthu-

siastic about the opportunities that both 

series should offer and are eager to 

contribute to our team's success. I look 

forward to the tours ahead and the op-

portunity to make a tangible and mean-

ingful contribution to the growth of 

West Indies cricket," the Jamaican 

added. 

While Coley fulfils the interim 

role, CWI's High-Performance Man-

ager Graeme West will oversee the 

West Indies Academy programme, sup-

ported by Adams to ensure there are no 

disruptions to the Academy pro-

gramme during the period, CWI said. 

Meanwhile, former Trinidad and 

Tobago and West Indies manager 

Omar Khan has lauded the appoint-

ment of Coley. 

During an interview on Thursday, 

Khan commented, “I have known 

Andre Coley for quite a while, since 

2009 and 2010, when I was West In-

dies manager and we went to the 

Under-19 World Cup (in New Zealand) 

with the WI team. He was the coach 

and I worked with him closely on that 

tour. 

“He is very meticulous, very well-

organised,” Khan continued. “The key 

to it though is whether he would bring 

what is required now to the new land-

scape of cricket, which is a scientific 

and technological approach, and a 

more educational approach. 

“(Also) whether the players 

would have an appreciation what is re-

quired, to understand that to compete 

internationally now, you’ve got to be 

students of the game, you’ve got to 

study the opponents, have a plan (and) 

a purpose, and know how to execute 

that plan. Those are the key factors that 

would determine Andre’s role as a 

coach.” 

Former Barbados batsman and WI 

captain Floyd Reifer served as interim 

coach for the 2019 ICC World Cup in 

England, after the dismissal of Richard 

Pybus, before Simmons began his sec-

ond spell as WI coach. 

Asked if the Coley appointment 

was, in large part, due to his work at 

the CWI Academy, with the CWI di-

rectors observing him in closer quar-

ters, Khan replied, “I think so. He has 

been a part of West Indies set-up for 

quite a while.
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Andre Coley named interim 
coach of troubled West Indies

Andre Coley
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