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BENEFITS FOR AMERINDIANS: Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali said 

hat Amerindians across the country must benefit from equal access to develop-

ment opportunities like any other segment of the population. The Head of State 

made this assertion as he addressed hundreds of Toshaos and community repre-

sentatives gathered at the National Conference Centre for the National Toshaos 

Conference. See story on Page 14

GUYANA has received 40,800 doses 

of Moderna COVID-19 vaccines from 

South Korea, the Ministry of Health said.

Special deals for 
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See our ad on Page 3

Barbados Tourism Now invites the many thousands of  Equality Readers 

(print and online) to re-discover Barbados -- The True Jewel of the Caribbean. 

Here, Director General of Barbados Tourism Canada, Peter Mayers, is cap-

tured sharing a delightful moment with Equality founding Publisher Bhaskar 

Sharma of the Equality Media Group. Equality, Canada's  largest weekly 

Guyanese-Caribbean Newspaper celebrating almost 5 decades of  publishing, 

will be launching our Caribbean Equality Edition (CEE) on August 9. Among 

the countries being served by the new publication will be Mayaers’ Barbados, 

as well as Guyana and Suriname. The Caribbean Equality Edition will be  pub-

lishing  out of Barbados and Toronto and will feature Barbados in a more 

meaningful way, as promised by Sharma to the island’s Prime Minister Mia 

Mottley, and Tourism Minister Lisa Cummings when they met last month. 

CEE will also work in tandem to promote the joint tourism and agriculture 

agreement between Barbados and Guyana. More info and Advertising  rates  

at EqualityGroup@rogers.com. 1 647 216 2359   

GOLDEN GIRL: Jamaica’s Shelly Ann Fraser-Pryce won gold in the 

women’s 100-metre event at the 2022 World Athletics Championships in Eu-

gene, Oregon, on Sunday. It was Fraser-Pryce’s fifth gold medal in the 100m 

event at the World Championships. Fraser-Pryce, 35, previously won gold at the 

2009 Berlin, 2013 Moscow, 2015 Beijing and 2019 Doha Games. In a star-stud-

ded final, Jamaican Fraser-Pryce won in 10.67 seconds in a new championship 

record. It was a clean sweep by Jamaica as Shericka Jackson took silver in a per-

sonal best of 10.73 and defending two-time Olympic champion Elaine Thomp-

son-Herah was third in 10.81. Seven of the eight finalists dipped below 11 

seconds. Dina Asher-Smith of Great Britain was fourth in a national record of 

10.83, Mujinga Kambundji of Switzerland ended fifth in 10.91, American Aleia 

Hobbs sixth in 10.92, Marie-Josee Ta Lou of Ivory Coast seventh in 10.93 and 

American Melissa Jefferson eighth in 11.03.

Thursday July 21 2022. Volume 40, Issue #34

FIGHTING MONEY LAUNDERING: Guyana is set to join the Egmont 

Group as it lays a new amendment to the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-

ng the Financing of Terrorism Act in parliament, Attorney General Mohabir 

Anil Nandlall (pictured) has announced. Admission to the Egmont Group will 

oost the country’s capacity to fight Money Laundering offences. Story, Page 15

Thursday December 22 2022. Volume 40, Issue #56
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WITH extensive transformation taking place in Guyana’s tourism and hos-

pitality sector, President Dr. Irfaam Ali said that the government is eyeing 

novel, profit-making ventures that will sustainably exploit Guyana’s natural 

beauty, and capitalise on new partnerships. 

The President made this statement while delivering the feature address at 

the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCI)’s Annual Awards 

presentation and Gala held recently at the Marriott Hotel in down-town, 

Kingston. 

As he spoke on the growing industry, he noted that the government is cur-

rently in the planning phases for a new hospitality training institute which will 

cost some US$11 million, and with eight new hotels under construction, that 

will mean some 1,300 new rooms being added to the burgeoning tourism and 

hospitality sector. 

Noting that novel products are crucial to any sector, President Ali said that 

while people hear of resorts like Sandals, with its blue waters and white beaches 

being promoted by other Caribbean countries, Guyana, too, has something 

unique to offer; and that tourism product is poised to become a massive income-

earner. “We have something to offer, too; we have blue waters, white sands, 

black water, white silica sands and the greatest eco-tourism product to comple-

ment it… Just imagine, the first Amazonia Sandals in the world!” 

See Full Story on Page 12 

‘Amazonia Sandals’ 
among big plans 

for Guyana tourism

Guyana President Dr irfaan Ali, his wife Arya and son Zayd send Christmas 

greetings to the Guyanese Diaspora
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Buying or selling real estate is a very important decision, probably the largest financial com-
mitment you will ever make with a lasting impact on your life. 

 
Whether you are purchasing for the first time or planning to sell your existing home, we will 
help you navigate through the entire process as simply and stress free as possible to help 

you achieve your goals. 
 

We are well supported by a team of financial and legal experts, qualified home inspectors, ap-
praisers and other professionals if needed. We are confident you will enjoy our professional 

and enthusiastic style of doing business and our knowledge of the real estate market.

BAIN THOMPSON 
Sales Representative 

DAMIAN SOTO 
Sales Representative 

JONATHAN REGALI 
Sales Representative 

TOBE OMEGA 
Sales Representative 

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage 
 Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
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By Niraj Sharma 
LJI Reporter 

 

It’s a story that captured world at-

tention: an angry group of truckers 

holding Cabada’s capital city to ran-

som. 

So it should be no surprise that the 

so-called “Freedom Convoy” was 

voted the top Canadian news story for 

2022. 

 The protesters went to Ottawa by 

the thousands with different goals and 

grievances, but united in their disen-

franchisement with the federal Liberal 

government and COVID-19 health re-

strictions. 

The protesters who formed the 

self-titled "Freedom Convoy" and simi-

lar demonstrations across the country 

blockaded the streets of the capital and 

international border crossings, marking 

a new form of protest in Ottawa. 

The group that Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau described as a "fringe 

minority" has been voted The Canadian 

Press Newsmaker of the Year by editors 

in newsrooms all over Canada. 

The convoy gathered momentum 

quickly in early 2022, raising support 

and donations from across the country. 

"As the 'Freedom Convoy' began 

rolling east and crowdfunding support 

soared into the millions, it became clear 

these protesters would have both bark 

and bite," Dawn Walton, managing edi-

tor of CTV Calgary, wrote in her sur-

vey response. 

One of the organizers, Tamara 

Lich, told a small gathering of reporters 

during the first week of the protest that 

demonstrators were there "out of love" 

for their families, communities and 

country. 

The jovial, festival-like nature of 

the weeks-long demonstration was at 

odds with what Ottawa police and local 

politicians described as a lawless and 

dangerous occupation of the city. 

Drivers in big-rig trucks honked 

their horns almost continuously at all 

hours of the day until a court order 

forced them to stop. The stench of 

diesel fumes and smoke hung in the air, 

and some Ottawa residents described 

feeling trapped in their homes, afraid to 

venture out into the unruly and unpre-

dictable crowds. 

Some of those who gathered in Ot-

tawa described feeling hurt by two 

years of pandemic restrictions and said 

they wanted their concerns heard by the 

federal government. 

"We had spent a long time feeling 

like we were really alone," Maggie 

Hope Braun, a protester from Peterbor-

ough, Ont., told a federal inquiry 

months later. 

Others appeared angry with the 

prime minister and his government, as 

evidenced by hundreds of flags with 

expletives aimed at Trudeau. 

Some called for an end to COVID-

19 vaccine mandates, while others 

called for the overthrow of the elected 

government. 

"The self-described 'Freedom 

Convoy' protesters may have been un-

clear on their goals and ill-informed as 

to how to pursue them, but they re-

flected a schism in our society that is 

ignored at our peril," wrote Murray 

Wood, program director at 980 CJME 

in Regina. 

The protests became entrenched 

for so long that Trudeau resorted to de-

claring a public-order emergency on 

Feb. 14, invoking the Emergencies Act 

for the first time since it replaced the 

War Measures Act in 1988. 

"Rarely has an act of protest been 

so dramatically acted upon by the high-

est levels of power in Canada," Walton 

wrote. 

While protesters insist their block-

ades were peaceful and non-violent, 

police discovered a stockpile of 

weapons at the border blockade in the 

small town of Coutts, Alta., before that 

protest disbanded. 

RCMP alleged the group was arm-

ing itself for a potential standoff with 

police. 

"The 'Freedom Convoy' protests 

brought international attention to 

Canada and forced the country to grap-

ple with an angry, conspiratorial pop-

ulist wave," wrote Marco Vigliotti, city 

editor of the Ottawa Citizen and the Ot-

tawa Sun. 

As it became clear police were 

planning a large-scale operation to re-

move the protesters in Ottawa with the 

help of new extraordinary powers 

granted under the Emergencies Act, 

people continued to travel to the city to 

join in. 

"I felt there was a great need for 

me to be there, not only as a veteran 

but as a seriously wounded veteran, to 

be there to protect the Canadian people 

from what could potentially happen," 

protester Chris Deering told the federal 

inquiry into the Emergencies Act this 

fall. 

Hundreds of protesters were ar-

rested when police launched a massive 

operation in downtown Ottawa. 

Several organizers and protesters 

are expected to stand trial next year on 

a variety of charges. 

Flashback: the Freedom Convoy protest in Ottawa

‘Freedom Convoy’ named top 
news story in Canada for 2022

Guyana and the Caribbean 
are open for visitors! Book 

your travel now  
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

t straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

nne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams

Equality GUY-TRINI

& South Asian News

Editor-in Chief: Bhaskar Sharma
EqualityGroup@rogers.com

Co-Publisher: Nishad Sharma
Youth & Sport: Avishkar Sharma

Chief Photographer: Narad Prashad (USA)

Contributors: Bobby Verra, USA
Leon Saul, Parvati Persaud (Guyana)
Gideon Hanooman Singh (T&T)
Jai Maharaj 868 762-4549 (Caribbean)
jainarinemaharaj@gmail.com
Ramko Kalicharan (Florida)

Equality News International is published by Equality News Incorporated.
1560 Brimley Rd; Suite 206, Scarborough, Ontario, M1P 3G9  Canada,

Tel: 416-759-6397, Fax: 416-759-5359, Email: EqualityGroup@rogers.com 

Advertsing: Marie Sharma (416-759-2359)
Equality@idirect.com

Legal Advisor: Kawal Totaram (USA)
Jailal Kisoon (Guyana|)
Roop Sharma (Canada)
Chet Sharma (Canada)

Creative Solutions & Layout:
www.EqualityNews.ca

Niraj Sharma (Toronto)

Vishnu Bisram (New York)

Editor-in-Chief: Bhaskar Sharma

Co-Publisher: Nishad Sharma

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

go to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

rom the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

A time for sharing
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Political bullyism will not succeed in causing ethnic disharmony
Dear Editor, 

AS a concerned Guyanese, I wish 

to condemn in the strongest possible 

terms the crass, illegal and wicked be-

haviour of the combined political op-

position, the APNU+AFC and their 

agents for trying to incite and excite 

racial disharmony, racial division, 

racial hate and ethnic hostility among 

Guyanese. 

All Guyanese should join me as I 

call on the Ethnic Relations Commis-

sion, the Guyana Private Sector Com-

mission, the various workers unions, 

civil society and international organi-

sations and NGOs in condemning the 

opposition posturing and warnings of 

looming political violence. 

The Opposition Leader, Aubrey 

Norton is infamous for leading then 

running away at the first sign of dan-

ger or resistance. He is known for his 

cowardice and race-baiting. 

Guyanese should throw Norton’s 

“alternative facts” on racial harmony 

and dividedness in the gutter where it 

belongs. 

It is a shame and a disgrace that 

Norton cannot keep to the facts and 

truth about events which took place 

and are taking place in Mocha, Mon 

Repos, Georgetown and other villages 

across this country. 

Norton’s statements are untrue, 

vacuous and without merit. 

The President’s “One Guyana” 

initiative is having the desired effect 

and is making inroads in the way 

Guyanese see their development. They 

are witnessing the love, togetherness 

and unity that President, Dr. Irfaan Ali 

preaches every day. 

So, no amount of political bully-

ism, and treachery will succeed in 

causing public and ethnic disharmony. 

No one will be concerned about 

the opposition twisting the truth about 

what the Mayor said and did. 

Yours truly, 

Arnold Sanasie.

104-1920 Ellesmere Road - MB # 234, Toronto, ON M1H 3G1

As we usually do at this time of 

year, we spare a thought for the less 

fortunate among us, people for whom 

the holidays are not a time of cheer, 

but fear. 

For many, especially this year, 

enjoying Christmas cheer at home has 

become harder. Skyrocketing inflation 

has impacted on gas which has di-

rectly impacted on food costs, making 

accessibility to groceries for their ta-

bles more difficult. 

According to Statistics Canada, 1 

in 7 Canadians are food insecure, and 

this has led to an increased reliance on 

food banks, which have seen demand 

soar by more than 12 percent this year 

over last. 

According to Food Banks 

Canada, more than half of Canadians 

are less than a paycheque away from 

dire financial circumstances. An ill-

ness, accident, job loss, or dangerous 

family situation can push anyone over 

the edge and into the position of hav-

ing to use a food bank. 

There is no shame in asking for 

help, of course, and no one who is 

struggling should face the additional 

burden of embarrassment for seeking 

assistance. 

And while we commend the 

Food Banks for doing a stellar job of 

trying to make sure no one goes hun-

gry, the truth is, it is the stigma of 

poverty that leads of many people, es-

pecially children, being left with 

empty bellies, because they are afraid, 

or ashamed, to ask. 

Of course this is a scenario that 

plays out throughout the year, not just 

during the holidays, but this is a spe-

cial time of year, when the spirit of 

the season moves us to try to help. 

And what we do now could impact on 

lives of our neighbours throughout the 

new year. 

That’s why each year we encour-

age our readers to show their generos-

ity by setting aside some time and 

money from their own busy lives to 

remember those who need help. 

Yes, we know, we often hear peo-

ple say that since poverty is not as vis-

ible here as it is in the old countries, 

where every village knew who the 

poor and hungry were, it is not easy to 

reach out. 

But it is. The very Food Banks 

that are stepping up to help keep bel-

lies full this holiday season depend on 

donations from people like you to do 

what they do. 

So it might be time to go through 

your cupboards and put aside some 

items for the food bank in your area. 

At the same time, go through your 

closets to find warm clothing you no 

longer wear or need, and donate these 

items to the charity thrift stores like 

the Salvation Army.  

Keeping people warm and fed is 

the very least we can do for humanity. 

Many of us are blessed with more 

than enough, and are in a position to 

pay some of those blessings forward. 

We’ve heard the arguments from 

some people who say they have 

worked hard for what they have, 

which seem to indicate that those in 

need haven’t done the same. 

The truth is, it has nothing to do 

with hard work, and a lot to do with 

circumstances. Most of the people 

who find themselves in need are not in 

that position because they’re lazy, but 

because life dealt them a different set 

of circumstances. 

There’s an old saying in the 

Caribbean that “Gopaul’s luck is not 

Seapaul’s luck”, and that is absolutely 

true.  

Indeed, when you see someone 

poor and homeless, it is only by Grace 

that it is not you in that position. 

Being thankful for what you have 

is a good start. Having what you need 

is important. Having what you want is 

another story. If you can buy whatever 

it is you want but don’t really need, 

then maybe it is time to start sharing 

the wealth. 

One in 7. That’s the number of 

hungry people. That means the people 

you pass when you drive down your 

own street are among those numbers 

who are hungry. 

The spirit of Christmas is that of 

giving, and goodwill towards 

mankind. Indeed, that is the spirit of 

all religious celebrations. 

So please, if you have, give. It’s 

your duty to mankind to share without 

judging.  

As you do, please have a safe and 

happy holiday. Enjoy the time with 

family and friends, and the goodwill 

that results. 

From all of us at the Equality 

Group, we wish you a very merry 

Christmas. Thank you for your contin-

ued support over the almost 5 decades 

we have been publishing. And we 

look forward to keeping you reliably 

informed in the New Year. 

Blessings.

   Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have 

an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit 

your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com. 

   Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-

sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-

formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the 

writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.

Send us your letters
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* Providing compassionate client centred service with The Royal 

  Bank for 18 years 

* Various roles ranging from front line client services to team  

  leadership, inclusive of management 

* Assisting clients in achieving their financial goals 

* Greater than 10 years of experience in guiding clients to  

  successful home ownership 

Call Sriharan at 416-836-2230  
or via email Sriharan.parameswaran@rbc.com
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P&P Insurance Brokers Limited, on 

Thursday last, made its annual Christ-

mas donations to 12 organisations. The 

company has been making donations to 

several organisations over the past 16 

years to assist them in their humanitarian 

relief work. 

In brief remarks, Executive Direc-

tor of P&P, Mr. Vikash Panday, said that 

when the idea was conceived about 16 

years ago, it was with 10 organisations 

at $100,000 per organisation making it a 

$1,000,000 donation. 

A few years ago, the number of or-

ganisations was increased to 12 with 

each receiving $125,000, thus making 

the total $1,500,000. 

“This year we are increasing the do-

nation to each organisation to $150,000 

making the total, $1,800,000,” a press 

release from the entity noted. 

In addition to the increase in the 

value of the donations, P&P made dona-

tions of personal hygiene items to each 

organisation. 

As a further addition, the staff of 

P&P joined in and out of their own 

funds, they made donations of toys to 

each orphanage. Mr. Panday said he was 

very pleased that the staff on their own 

initiative joined in on the program of 

reaching out to the community. 

Mr. Panday took the opportunity to 

commend the organisations for the work 

they do and to wish all of them the very 

best for the holiday season. 

In response, representatives of the 

various organisations thanked Mr. Pan-

day and P&P Insurance for their contin-

ued generosity and support over the 

years and reciprocated Mr. Panday’s 

good wishes for the holiday season. 

The organisations that have benefit-

ted from the donations are: Bless the 

Children Home; Canaan Children 

Home; Ptolemy Reid Rehab Centre; 

Uncle Eddie’s Home; Friends of the 

Archer’s Home; The Dharam Shala; St. 

Ann’s Orphanage; Cheshire Homes 

Guyana; Hauraruni Girls Home; Tina In-

sanally Foundation; Bal Nivas Shelter 

and Joshua House Children Centre.
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P&P Insurance Brokers donates 
$1.8M to 12 organisations

Guyana has opened up 14 new oil blocks
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1 & 2  MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 | 
226-4113   FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Salary increases part of long-term 
economic strategy: Jagdeo

IN alignment with its commitment 

to improving the livelihood of all 

Guyanese, the government, for 2022 has 

invested over $11 billion to facilitate the 

increases in wages and salaries across 

the public sector. 

This was disclosed by Vice-Presi-

dent, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo, during an inter-

view on Friday. Responding to 

criticisms about the eight per cent 

retroactive increase provided, the Vice-

President said that the People’s Progres-

sive Party Civic (PPP/C) administration 

has a comprehensive strategy that will 

see increases in disposable income and 

overall economic viability in the long-

term. 

“This country has to have a viable 

economic strategy and an economic 

strategy cannot be all about the recurrent 

budget…You have to plan for the future. 

You have to create the conditions to cre-

ate future wealth,” the VP noted. 

One of the moves the government 

has made since returning to office is re-

versing some $40 billion in taxes im-

posed on Guyanese by the APNU+AFC 

government during its tenure. This is in 

addition to incentives in various sectors 

to buffer the rise in cost of living. 

“By having conducive policies 

moving forward, like in some of the sec-

tors we have further reduced taxes like 

in education and health; we removed the 

corporate tax consistent with our mani-

festo promises. And thirdly, infrastruc-

ture. Infrastructure helps to lower unit 

costs and the costs of doing business… 

so that’s the balance we strike. 

“You improve people’s lives by re-

ducing the taxes so they pay less taxes 

now. So, they have more disposable in-

come and we’ve done that. You increase 

their salaries, that’s disposable income, 

which we’ve done, and then you also 

create conditions for more people to be 

employed, like the 11,000 part-time 

workers who now earn about $6 billion 

more. They were never earning that be-

fore,” he pointed out. 

Reference was also made to the 

salary adjustments for the joint services 

and health sector workers, as significant 

and instrumental in the administration’s 

move to fix the disparities in salaries and 

wages in those sectors. 

“So, in the joint services, across the 

disciplined services the four agencies, 

there were big disparities between com-

parable positions. So, like a corporal, 

might be earning significantly less than 

a corporal in another agency…so what 

we did, we tried to raise the bottom up. 

So, the minimum salary for constable 

went up. So, you raise people at the bot-

tom and secondly, you try to fix the dis-

parities between comparable jobs across 

the services, the joint services. The same 

thing in the health sector,” the VP ex-

plained. 

Dr. Jagdeo said while the opposi-

tion only looks at certain aspects, the 

government continues to manage the 

economy from a sustainable standpoint, 

which will ensure citizens have more 

money in their pockets. 

“When you manage a country, you 

have to look at all the parts and find bal-

ances so that we can do this over the 

long term, over the long term keep in-

creasing the wages our people get, get 

more of them employed, get better 

working conditions, grow the economy, 

so if the oil and gas sector collapses or 

the prices drop significantly, we don’t 

have a big shrinkage in terms of eco-

nomic viability,” he highlighted. 

Since returning to office, the gov-

ernment has afforded public servants, a 

seven per cent across-the-board increase 

in 2021; the restoration of one-month 

tax-free year-end bonuses to the disci-

plined services totalling more than $1 

billion per annum; an increase of some 

40 per cent in the monthly old-age pen-

sion from $20,500 to $28,000, providing 

a total pension payout of more than $21 

billion to senior citizens; an increase of 

55 per cent in public assistance pay-

ments from $9,000 to $14,000 monthly, 

which provided a total of more than $3 

billion in annual income support to the 

beneficiaries of the programme, among 

other interventions. 

#1 African spiritual 
healer Mr Sety. 

I can help you if you have any family & 

love problems, 

Bad luck, bad spirits. Your lover left you & 

you want him or her 

To comeback quickly to you, you have bad 

spirits  bad 

Luck you want to remove them no prob‐

lem without solutions, call me results 

are guaranteed 

You will never regret it  

Cell 416 560‑7750/ 416 907‑
9321 or Mr‑sety.com

Guyana Vice President Dr Bharrat Jagdeo
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Ali hints at ‘Amazonia Sandals’ 
among big plans for tourism

WITH extensive transformation 

taking place in Guyana’s tourism and 

hospitality sector, President Dr. Irfaam 

Ali said that the government is eyeing 

novel, profit-making ventures that will 

sustainably exploit Guyana’s natural 

beauty, and capitalise on new partner-

ships. 

The President made this statement 

while delivering the feature address at 

the Georgetown Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry (GCCI)’s Annual 

Awards presentation and Gala held re-

cently at the Marriott Hotel in down-

town, Kingston. 

As he spoke on the growing in-

dustry, he noted that the government is 

currently in the planning phases for a 

new hospitality training institute which 

will cost some US$11 million, and with 

eight new hotels under construction, 

that will mean some 1,300 new rooms 

being added to the burgeoning tourism 

and hospitality sector. 

Noting that novel products are 

crucial to any sector, President Ali said 

that while people hear of resorts like 

Sandals, with its blue waters and white 

beaches being promoted by other 

Caribbean countries, Guyana, too, has 

something unique to offer; and that 

tourism product is poised to become a 

massive income-earner. 

“We have something to offer, too; 

we have blue waters, white sands, 

black water, white silica sands and the 

greatest eco-tourism product to com-

plement it… Just imagine, the first 

Amazonia Sandals in the world!” 

Sandals is an internationally-

recognised luxury hotel and resort 

chain, and the Head of State believes 

that Guyana’s ecotourism product 

could be perfect for a novel Sandals re-

sort. 

As such, he urged those present at 

the event that evening to come together 

and move ahead with such a project. 

And already, he believes that the ele-

ments needed for this venture exist 

right in Linden and the wider Hilly, 

Sand and Clay-belt region of the Upper 

Demerara-Berbice zone, officially re-

ferred to as Region 10 

Moreover, the President said that 

this idea is no lofty ambition, but one 

that could be well-exploited when di-

rect flights between Guyana and the 

United Kingdom (UK) start next year. 

According to him, the UK is the largest 

market for Guyana’s eco-tourism, and 

this venture would surely entice British 

travellers. 

“This is no joke! This is impactful 

transformation! One of us can’t do it; 

but if 400 of us come together, we can 

do it! 400 of you in the private sector 

knock on the government’s door and 

say we want to do this; tell us what we 

have to do! Let us build this together, 

because it has to be done by 2030; it 

must be done!” President Ali said. 

Aside from this venture, the Presi-

dent reminded all that Guyana will be 

hosting the Caribbean Premier League 

(CPL) for the next three years, while 

many new and exciting tourism prod-

ucts are being launched. This is part of 

his government’s efforts at pushing en-

tertainment in Guyana. 

“We are looking to make Guyana 

the premier entertainment capital in the 

Caribbean,” he said. 

Late last year, President Ali said 

that with the level of visibility that the 

oil-and-gas sector has brought to the 

country, this will be used to make 

tourism and other sectors competitive. 

He added that Guyana has a qual-

ity tourism product which is sustain-

able, long-lasting and impactful. 

At the time, he’d indicated that 

marketing Guyana as a tourism desti-

nation is not just the responsibility of 

the government, as the mere thought of 

what that portends should imbue a 

sense of pride and patriotism within all 

Guyanese.

President Irfaan Ali discusses his big plans for Guyana’s tourism industry in the coming years
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The revenue generated by the re-

cent sale of Guyana’s carbon credits 

will facilitate a number of environmen-

tally-friendly investments across 

Guyana. 

According to the Low Carbon De-

velopment Strategy (LCDS) 2030 fact 

sheet, a consultation will be held in 

order to determine the details of the 

LCDS 2030 objectives which are priori-

tised for investment. 

However, highlights from the 

LCDS 2030 include numerous national 

and multi-community programmes. 

One of these is a transformative in-

vestment in renewable and low-carbon 

energy on, and near the coast to ensure 

the modernisation and decarbonisation 

of Guyana’s national electricity grid. 

While electricity demand can grow 

five-fold over the next few years, these 

investments seek to ensure gas emis-

sions stay essentially flat, while electric-

ity prices are halved. 

Linden and the Essequibo Coast 

will also be connected to the main na-

tional grid for the first time. 

Transformative investment in re-

newable energy isolated grids will also 

be explored, with each isolated grid— 

Lethem, Mahaica, Bartica, Kwakwani, 

Matthew’s Ridge, Port Kaituma, and 

Mabaruma— receiving most of its 

power from renewable energy by 2030. 

For villages and communities in 

remote areas, existing programmes for 

solar power and mini-grids will be ac-

celerated so that by 2030, all hinterland 

villages will be electrified using the best 

technology for their situation. 

Existing programmes for solar 

power and mini-grids will be acceler-

ated for villages and communities in re-

mote areas 

Major investments will also be 

made towards protection against climate 

change and biodiversity loss, including 

sea defence enhancement, strengthening 

the network of canals and irrigation, and 

building climate-resilient agriculture. 

Additionally, the government will 

offer support for job creation in agricul-

ture and fisheries, tourism, manufactur-

ing and services, as well as improving 

the job creation and economic value of 

sustainable forestry and low-income 

mining. 

Under this initiative, new markets 

will be opened up for certified, sustain-

able forest products. 

Through the expansion of telemed-

icine, smart hospitals and expanded 

focus on hinterland healthcare, as well 

as improving climate and environmen-

tal literacy within the education system, 

investments will be made in health and 

education. 

A new International Centre for 

Biodiversity Research, with associated 

opportunities for increased research and 

development work by national and in-

ternational institutions, will also be cre-

ated. 

The government will also expand 

the country’s protected areas, in keeping 

with the global ‘30 by 30’ biodiversity 

goal. 

Amerindian and Titled Lands and 

Extensions represent 12.7 per cent of 

the forested areas in Guyana. 

Therefore, in line with the rev-

enue-sharing mechanism designed dur-

ing the seven-month national 

consultation on LCDS 2030, a dedi-

cated 15 per cent of revenues will be 

available for community/village pro-

grammes for indigenous peoples and 

local communities as set out in Village 

Sustainability Plans. 

These plans are created by the vil-

lages themselves. In some cases, they 

may be new plans, whereas in others 

they may be updates to pre-existing 

plans. 

The dedicated 15 per cent of rev-

enues will be supplemental to invest-

ments received under national and 

multiple-community programmes. 

Village plans must be produced in 

accordance with existing village-led de-

cision-making processes and principles 

of FPIC (Free, Prior and Informed Con-

sent), as set out by LCDS 2030. 

Despite the inevitable varying of 

village plans, previous experience has 

suggested that villages will likely pri-

oritise areas such as community infra-

structure, communications, livelihood 

opportunities, nature and the environ-

ment, education and health.

Green investments to be made 
from carbon credit sales

Carbon credits provide financial incentives to preserve forests and biodiversity

Amerindian and Titled Lands and Extensions represent 12.7% of the forested areas in Guyana
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MARKET prices for vegetables, 

fruits and meat products appear to be re-

turning to a more affordable cost during 

the ongoing Christmas season, but Agri-

culture Minister Zulfikar Mustapha 

warned vendors against increasing the 

cost of goods again. 

The Guyana Chronicle on Sunday 

morning visited several municipal mar-

kets in Georgetown and spoke with ven-

dors who confirmed the decrease in 

prices for some vegetables and meats. 

Vendors usually set their prices based on 

how much they paid for the goods; other 

factors are sometimes taken into consid-

eration. 

The price for a bundle of bora was 

$200 at several stalls, while the price for 

a piece of pumpkin varied from $340 to 

$460. Ochroes were priced at $200 per 

pound. 

Meanwhile, a tray of eggs is priced 

at $1600 while chicken is priced at $460 

per pound. At the Guyana Marketing 

Corporation (GMC) a tray of eggs is 

priced at $1200 while chicken is priced 

at $360 per pound. 

Beef at several stalls was being 

sold at $460 to $1000, while pork was 

being sold at $640 to $700 per pound. 

Speaking with this publication, 

vendor at the Bourda Market, Annie 

(only name given), highlighted that 

prices for many commodities are stable. 

She, however, said some fruits and veg-

etables are “scarce” on the market and 

within the new week consumers may see 

prices fluctuating due to this. 

“Some fruits right now scarce be-

cause of the rain, so prices might go up 

later in the week, ’cause you know a lot 

of people going to be shopping and 

everybody going to want their grapes 

and apples and them things that for 

Christmas,” Annie said. 

Bananas are being sold at $200 per 

pound, a parcel of four apples is being 

sold at $400, while grapes are being sold 

at $1200 per pound. 

Ivan, a vendor at the La Penitence 

market, said sales have been slow in re-

cent weeks but he anticipates an increase 

in business within the week. 

“The market right now fluctuating 

due to the increase of rainfall that has 

created a damper with the sale…apart 

from that, sale is good,” Ivan said. 

He added, “I project that as the time 

winds down, people will come out in 

their numbers and sales will pick[up].” 

Agriculture Minister Zulfikar 

Mustapha, in an invited comment, noted 

that the Ministry of Agriculture through 

the GMC has been offering commodities 

at lower prices to maintain stability on 

the markets. 

Beyond this, however, he warned 

vendors that his ministry will be moni-

toring the market prices in the coming 

days. As such, they should desist from 

price gouging. 

“We are monitoring the markets, I 

have staff that are going around and they 

will be looking at people who are doing 

those things to take action. It is a very 

serious matter and we are trying to keep 

the prices stable,” Minister Mustapha 

said. 

The efforts to keep prices stable 

that Mustapha alluded to are part of the 

interventions implemented by the gov-

ernment to cushion the impact of global 

price increases and a resulting, high cost 

of living in Guyana. 

Some $7.5 billion was expended on 

the COVID-19 cash grants. Under this 

programme, each household in Guyana 

was given a one-off grant valued at 

$25,000. 

President, Dr Irfaan Ali had indi-

cated in January 2022 that under the 

People’s Progressive Party/Civic 

(PPP/C) administration, persons in each 

of the 10 administrative regions benefit-

ted from the programme. 

He said that the programme was 

“…injecting critical liquidity into the 

economy and providing a cash lifeline to 

households, so many of which were 

thrown into distress as a result of the 

pandemic.” 

Additionally, cash grants have been 

distributed to sugar workers, private 

cane farmers and fishermen. 

Further, government distributed $1 

billion in fertilisers to farmers across 

Guyana as a means of absorbing the ris-

ing global costs for the commodity and 

preventing the costs from being passed 

on to consumers. 

“The cost of a fertiliser has affected 

the production cost[s] for farmers which 

have translated into increased prices in 

the markets. In order to cushion the im-

pact of the rising cost of fertiliser on 

farmers, and to limit the pass-through to 

food prices, my government will be pur-

chasing $1 billion dollars’ worth of fer-

tiliser for free distribution to farmers for 

use in their planting activities,” Presi-

dent Ali had declared in May, 2022.

Vegetable, meat prices remain 
stable amid Christmas rush

Vegetables being sold at the La Penitence Market
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 

Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

THE Guyana Police Force (GPF) on Sunday honoured those policemen who 

died in the line of duty as part of its 183rd Anniversary celebrations. The Force 

hosted its wreath-laying ceremony early Sunday morning at the Monument for the 

Fallen Heroes, at the Police Officers’ Mess compound at the Force’s Eve Leary 

headquarters. The ceremony included a parade, a 21-gun salute, and prayers.
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!
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Agriculture Ministry steps in to 
help flooded farmers

On Monday morning, Agriculture 

Minister, Honourable Zulfikar 

Mustapha met with farmers from 

Mocha village on the East Bank of De-

merara to discuss immediate interven-

tions to assist with flooding in the 

farming areas. 

Persistent rainfall over the last few 

days has resulted in flooding in sec-

tions of the farming areas in Mocha 

and other communities along the East 

Bank corridor.  

During today’s visit, farmers re-

lated that as a result of continuous and 

heavy downpours, more so over the last 

three to four days, their farms have 

been severely affected.  

Minister Mustapha while engag-

ing the farmers, said that a team of en-

gineers attached to the National 

Drainage and Irrigation Authority 

(NDIA) and the Ministry of Housing 

and Water will be visiting affected 

areas to conduct a thorough assessment 

of the landscape to determine the most 

effective means to address the flood-

ing. 

“I’ve been closely monitoring the 

situation; doing assessments every day 

for the past three days in these areas 

along the East Bank. I made a commit-

ment on Saturday when I met with 

some of the farmers and I told them 

that I would be here today to meet with 

them. Our engineers along with engi-

neers from the Ministry of Housing are 

here and they will be visiting all of the 

affected areas to see what is needed to 

address the flooding issues. Before the 

end of the day, the engineers should 

complete their preliminary report so 

that we can move forward with imple-

menting appropriate measures to bring 

relief to those affected. We already 

have a machine in the area working. 

When the report is complete, we’ll be 

able to say what short-term and other 

measures can be put in place to deal 

with this situation,” Minister Mustapha 

said. 

While specifically addressing 

claims made by farmers from the vil-

lage, Minister Mustapha confirmed that 

extension officers from the Guyana 

Livestock Development Authority 

(GLDA) and the National Agriculture 

Research and Extension Institute 

(NAREI) are currently gathering infor-

mation to carry out an assessment.   

“Last Saturday we had a high in-

tensity of rainfall amounting to almost 

five. This has contributed to flooding. 

Our livestock and crop extension offi-

cers are also meeting with the farmers 

to do a separate assessment to deter-

mine their losses because farmers said 

that they experienced a lot of damage. 

When that is complete, we’ll be able to 

have a good idea about the losses so 

that we can determine the best way for-

ward,” he explained. 

Over the past two days, Minister 

Mustapha has been visiting flood-af-

fected areas to meet with residents 

along the East Bank of Demerara. On 

Saturday he visited Peter’s Hall and 

Diamond/Grove and made several 

commitments and returned to those 

areas on Sunday to ensure promised 

works were being executed.   

The minister was accompanied by 

NDIA Chairman, Lionel Wordsworth, 

NDIA Engineer, Jeremy Douglas, and 

other officials from the Ministry of 

Agriculture. 

Agriculture Minister Zulkifar Mustapha (centre) meets with farmers in East Bank Demerara
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

Aries: March 20, 2022 - April 19, 2022 The planet of 
possibilities, Jupiter, enters your zodiac sign today, Aries! This 
can be a remarkable period of adventure in your life: You may 
be stepping out of your comfort zone in some exciting way 
and going through great personal growth. 

Taurus: April 19, 2022 - May 20, 2022 Jupiter enters 
Aries today, marking the start of a period of deep introspection. 
You could be analyzing your dreams, or making art that taps 
into the deepest parts of yourself. Jupiter in Aries also calls 
you to create more time to rest! 

Gemini: May 20, 2022 - June 21, 2022 Geminis fa-
mously have busy social lives, but your calendar is even more 
jam-packed with exciting people to meet and places to go as 
Jupiter enters fire sign Aries today! A new hobby or interest 
can inspire you at this time. 

Cancer: June 21, 2022 - July 22, 2022 Lucky Jupiter 
enters Aries today, activating the sector of your chart that rules 
your career, reputation, and legacy. This is an exciting time to 
connect with the public, and your influence could be growing! 
Great progress takes place in your career. 

Leo: July 22, 2022 - August 22, 2022 The planet of op-
portunity, Jupiter, enters fellow fire sign Aries today, which 
can find you inspired by a new idea or philosophy. An exciting 
trip may be on the horizon!  

Virgo: August 22, 2022 - September 22, 2022 Valuable 
resources may soon become available to you, Virgo, as Jupiter 
enters Aries—but it’s important that you understand any 
strings attached! This can be an incredible time for settling 
debts and offering or accepting forgiveness. 

Libra: September 22, 2022 - October 23, 2022 Your re-
lationships can deepen in some significant way as Jupiter en-
ters your opposite sign Aries! If you’re looking for a 
partnership, you may find one (or many!) during this time.  

Scorpio: October 23, 2022 - November 22, 2022 Your 
schedule becomes very busy as Jupiter enters Aries! New gigs 
and projects may come your way, and it’s important that you’re 
discerning about how you spend your time. You can begin a 
new daily routine that’s a great source of inspiration or support 
in your life. Be sure to schedule time to rest, too. 

Sagittarius: November 22, 2022 - December 21, 2022 
Romance and creativity abound as your ruling planet Jupiter 
enters fellow fire sign Aries! This is an exciting period to make 
art, flirt, and simply have fun. You can attend some fantastic 
parties at this time. This moment is all about celebrating life 
and enjoying your time with the people you love the most. 

Capricorn: December 21, 2021 - January 19, 2022 
Your focus turns to home and family as Jupiter enters Aries! 
Your family may be growing in some way over the next few 
months, and you could be moving into a larger space or creat-
ing more room in your home by donating times you no longer 
need. 

Aquarius: January 19, 2022 - February 18, 2022 Big 
news may arrive as Jupiter enters fire sign Aries! Your local 
neighborhood could expand in an exciting way over the next 
few months. You might be connecting with your neighbors or 
getting involved with your community in some significant 
way. 

Pisces: February 18, 2022 - March 20, 2022 Your ruling 
planet Jupiter enters Aries today, bringing blessings to the fi-
nancial sector of your chart. Your wealth or sense of security 
can grow during this time… a big theme for you during this 
period is abundance!

COME FLY WITH US! 
The Caribbean is open for 
visitors. Get the best air 
fares now from 
EQUALITY TRAVEL 
416-759-2359

Gauhar Khan and husband Zaid Darbar announce the arrival of their first child

Gauahar Khan and Zaid Dabar 
announce birth of first child

Model turned actress Gauahar Khan, who has 

been entertaining fans and social media users with 

her funny videos on social media of late, an-

nounced about the next big step in her life on the 

said platform. The former Bigg Boss contestant, 

who tied the knot last year with Zaid Darbar, took 

to Instagram to share the good news of the couple 

expecting their first child. They posted a lovely 

video along with a lovely note and followed by 

their post, many of their well-wishers took to the 

platform to congratulate the couple on their new 

beginnings. 

Gauahar Khan took to Instagram to share an 

animated video showcasing the caricatures of her-

self and husband Zaid Darbar taking a bike ride as 

a third seat gets added indicating their new phase 

of parenthood ahead. The video reads, “One be-

came two when G met Z. And now the adventure 

continues as soon as we become three. Gauahar & 

Zaid + 1 Inshallah seeking all your prayers and 

blessings in this new journey.” Further she also 

added a note along with a post that read, “Bismillah 

hir Rahmaan nir Raheem. Need all your love and 

prayers… Ma sha Allah! @pixiedustdesign show-

ering their best on us from our wedding to this 

beautiful new journey too.” 

Followed by the post, many of her industry 

colleagues dropped their best wishes for the couple. 

“Big big big congratulations you two! Nazar na 

lage,” said Bollywood actress Kriti Kharbanda. 

“Mubarak ho dono ko,” added Gautam Rode. Bigg 

Boss contestants Yuvika Chaudhary, Jasleen Math-

aru, actress Mreenal Deshraj, Mahhi Vij, Mushtaq 

Sheikh, Shweta Pandit, Amit Tandon, Sophie 

Choudry were a few others who dropped their con-

gratulatory comments on the post. “I knew , I knew 

looking at your posts lately , so happy for u guys,” 

said actress Kishwer Merchant. 



EQUALITY NEWS 23THURSDAY DECEMBER 22 2022

PRESIDENT, Dr Irfaan Ali said 

that the Guyanese people saved some 

$31.4 billion following his govern-

ment’s decision to slash more than 200 

taxes since taking office in August 

2020. 

The President made this statement 

while speaking at the Georgetown 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

(GCCI) 33rd Annual Awards Presenta-

tion and Gala, held recently at the Mar-

riott Hotel in Kingston, Georgetown. 

The Head of State explained that 

when his government took office, sev-

eral drastic measures were imple-

mented to help reboot and revitalise the 

economy. One of those measures in-

cluded the removal of the more than 

200 burdensome tax measures. 

“We saw this as a critical policy 

measure in boosting disposable income 

at the household level,” President Ali 

said. 

Before the tax cuts, President Ali 

said that the average growth rate of tax 

from 2016 to 2019 as a result of those 

over 200 taxes, was just around 14 per-

cent. 

Dr Ali added that if this 14 percent 

is applied to the 2019 tax figures and 

that amount is compared to what was 

collected, it is evident that removing 

these tax measures meant that 

Guyanese could save billions of dol-

lars. 

In fact, President Ali said, “Re-

moving the 200 plus burdensome tax 

measures has saved the people around 

$31.4 billion in taxes… at the house-

hold level this meant that roughly 

$180,000 per family was saved with 

the removal of these taxes.” 

Earlier this year, it was reported 

that returns from VAT and excise taxes 

declined by 10.2 percent following tax 

reforms being instituted to cushion the 

rising cost of living. 

This was according to a report 

from the Bank of Guyana, which said 

that the receipts from VAT and excise 

taxes were only about $22.7 billion. 

The tax reforms form part of the 

government’s wider agenda to improve 

the quality of life in Guyana and ad-

dress immediate economic challenges 

that affect Guyanese. 

These include the removal of VAT 

from water, electricity, building and 

construction materials, basic food items 

and household necessities. 

Additionally, the mining industry 

has benefitted from tax reliefs valuing 

some $1.9 billion. This was a result of 

the removal of 10 percent tributors’ tax, 

the reduction of the final tax and the re-

moval of VAT on lubricating oils. 

The government, in addressing the 

issue of the rising cost of living, has 

been working aggressively to tackle the 

issue and examine the best approaches. 

The provision of cash grants to provide 

people with more disposable income 

and help stimulate the local economy 

was among additional measures imple-

mented to provide some redress to peo-

ple.

Guyanese left with $31 billion in 
pockets due to tax cuts

Guyanese people left with more disposable income due to tax cuts, says President Ali

THE Court of Appeal, on Mon-

day, threw out the appeal of former 

trade unionist, Micah Williams, who is 

currently serving two life sentences for 

raping an eight-year-old girl. 

In 2018, Williams was tried be-

fore Justice Jo-Ann Barlow in the Sex-

ual Offences Court, in the Georgetown 

High Court, for two counts of sexual 

activity with a child. 

The charges alleged that, on Janu-

ary 1 and 31, 2016, Williams engaged 

in sexual penetration with a child 

under the age of 16 years. 

A 12-member jury found 

Williams guilty on both counts and he 

was sentenced to life in prison with the 

possibility of parole after serving 20 

years. 

Williams had moved to the Court 

of Appeal claiming that his conviction 

cannot stand. He had asked that his 

sentences be set aside since it was un-

fair, too severe, and excessive. 

The challenge was presided over 

by Chancellor of the Judiciary (ag), 

Justice Yonette Cummings-Edwards, 

and Justices Dawn Gregory and Rishi 

Persaud. 

While delivering the ruling, the 

acting Chancellor rejected arguments 

made on behalf of the appellant and 

said the court did not find that the trial 

judge erred in her sentencing. As such, 

the appeal was dismissed.

Convicted child rapist loses appeal of life sentence

Micah Williams: argued sentence was too harsh
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SIXTEEN junior Officers, includ-

ing two from the Barbados Defence 

Force, one from St Kitts and Nevis De-

fence Force, and two from the Guyana 

Police Force, have completed the Junior 

Command and Staff Course 30 (JCSC 

30). 

The 13-week course was conducted 

under the tutelage of the Training Corps’ 

Colonel Cecil Martindale Command and 

Staff School (CCMCSS) and met its ob-

jective of preparing the Officers to func-

tion effectively and efficiently as 

commanders and staff officers at the jun-

ior level across the spectrum of military 

operations. 

It officially concluded on Decem-

ber 19, 2022, following a simple but sig-

nificant ceremony conducted in the 

Executive Room at the Officers’ Mess, 

Base Camp Ayanganna. 

The Junior Officers were nurtured 

and assessed in several areas, including 

Battle Procedures, Combat Arms, De-

fensive and Offensive Operations, Inter-

nal Security, Military Operations in 

Special Environments, Military Law, 

Communication Studies, Administra-

tion, and Management. 

During his feature address, Chief-

of- Staff, Brigadier Godfrey Bess, con-

gratulated the graduates and Directing 

Staff on the course’s success. He charged 

the graduates to be the epitome of the 

junior leaders, Defence Headquarters en-

visages them to be, and carry themselves 

in a manner befitting of the leadership 

skills, values, and standards instilled in 

them during the course. 

“It is our expectation that you will 

all be leaders of integrity. Be true to our 

oath of allegiance, specifically to act 

without fear or favour, affection or ill 

will in the execution of your duties. Con-

duct yourselves with the maturity ex-

pected of graduates of this course,” he 

charged. 

Brigadier Bess, also utilised the op-

portunity to outline the importance of the 

participation of the Officers from the 

other militaries in the region and the 

local sister service during the course, 

which he firmly stated highlights the 

need for “regional integration, interop-

erability, and coordination” as the region 

addresses common threats. “Commonal-

ities in training will provide a platform 

that is resilient enough for us to be effi-

cient not only in our respective domestic 

environments but also in our regional 

framework,” he posited. 

Brigadier also expressed his pleas-

ure in the inclusion of the Guyana Police 

Force after a five-year hiatus, which he 

believes strengthens bonds within the 

Joint Services when dealing with Inter-

nal Security issues. 

Two Officers performed exception-

ally well and were awarded prizes for 

their excellence. Lieutenant Lewins Lan-

gellier of the GDF, who continuously 

demonstrates excellent leadership attrib-

utes, received the prizes for Best Gradu-

ating Student and Best Service Paper, 

while his colleague, Captain Neville 

Corbin of the Barbados Defence Force, 

was adjudged the Runner Up. 

Lieutenant Langellier, in brief re-

marks, expressed his delight in complet-

ing the course and his satisfaction in 

being the Best Graduating Student. 

The young Officer dedicated his re-

cent success to his family and loved 

ones, describing it as an improvement in 

his professional and personal develop-

ment. He further shared that his most es-

sential takeaways were values, 

standards, leadership skills, and team-

work. 

He pointed out that the experience 

and knowledge garnered have prepared 

him for the next stage of his military ca-

reer development. Lt Langellier is eager 

to continue to serve the GDF and partic-

ipate as an agent of positive changes in 

his organisation and country.

16 military officers ready to take 
on leadership roles in Guyana

Soldiers undergoing training in Guyana
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Guyana’s hinterland healthcare 
system to get $125B boost

HINTERLAND residents in 

Guyana will soon benefit from enhanced 

health services, as the government, over 

the next three years, plans to inject some 

$125 billion into the enhancement of the 

healthcare systems in Lethem, Kato, Ka-

marang, Mabaruma, Moruca, Bartica 

and Port Kaituma. 

This was according to President Dr. 

Irfaan Ali during his remarks at the com-

missioning of the Mabaruma Smart Hos-

pital on Monday. 

The Head of State said the intention 

is to utilise the funds to upgrade various 

facilities across hinterland regions. 

“More than $125 billion will be in-

vested in upgrading these facilities, giv-

ing you the best working conditions. 

That is important; giving the population 

the best possible access to healthcare 

services; that is what transforms soci-

eties,” President Ali said. 

Along with this, he related that the 

government wants to ensure that every 

region benefits from the grants that are 

given to every patient that requires dial-

ysis every year as part of the ongoing 

programme to ensure that dialysis pa-

tients receive quality care. 

The investments, Dr. Ali said, must 

be made in every region to ensure that 

residents there have access to adequate 

facilities. 

“So, whether you’re in Region 

One, Region Nine, or Region Four, you 

will have access to the facility that gives 

you this grant,” he said. 

Another important part of the mod-

ernisation of healthcare is the inclusion 

of equipment, and ensuring that there is 

basic equipment at the various levels of 

healthcare. 

To aid in this, President Ali said the 

Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony 

must present a comprehensive list of all 

equipment that is required at all facili-

ties, to take them to a stage where there 

is capacity to deliver the best possible 

service. 

In Region One alone, the Head of 

State said that for the next three years, 

in Moruca, Mabaruma and Port Kai-

tuma, the government will be investing 

almost US$20 million. 

This, he said, is just the infrastruc-

tural aspect, while improvements can be 

expected in human resources and med-

ical supplies, along with additional in-

vestments. 

“We said that the revenue from oil 

and gas must be used to give our popu-

lation the best possible health and edu-

cation services, and that is what we’re 

doing. Regardless of where you live, 

you must have access to quality educa-

tion, and quality healthcare; this is our 

commitment to the people of Guyana,” 

President Ali said. 

Regarding human resource invest-

ment, the President recently announced 

significant adjustments to the salary 

scales of healthcare workers. 

“We expect you to perform at the 

highest level, and I urge you to use this 

increase to recommit yourself to the 

people; to the patients that you care for. 

To recommit yourself to your profes-

sion, to recommit yourself to giving the 

best you can to the people that you see 

every single day. That is all we ask of 

you to do; recommit yourself to this,” 

the Head of State said. 

He assured persons at the function 

that the government will continue to in-

vest in their education and training. 

“As I speak to you now, we are 

working on many other collaborative 

partnerships with partners across the 

world to bring even more training for 

you; taking your game a bit higher, be-

cause a ‘smart’ hospital is just one part 

of the equation. 

“We need smart people; we need a 

smart type of thinking. We need a smart 

approach, and we need a smart vision. 

All of this will allow the facility itself to 

be optimally utilised when all of us col-

lectively re-strategise and rethink how 

we deliver healthcare. So, we hope that 

these investments will continue to make 

a strong impact on the lives of people,” 

President Ali said. 

He also expressed gratitude to the 

UK Government and PAHO/WHO for 

their continued support in Guyana’s 

healthcare restructuring, modernisation 

and transformation. 

The Mabaruma Hospital is the 

fourth of five hospitals that are part of 

the Smart Hospital initiative to be com-

missioned with the Leonora, Diamond 

and Lethem facilities already completed, 

and works ongoing on the Paramakatoi 

facility. 

During the commissioning, Presi-

dent Ali also stated that the government 

will not be concentrating healthcare im-

provements on the coast, but is creating 

a “hub-and-spoke” type of system to 

achieve a world-class healthcare system 

in the country. 

To further create this type of sys-

tem, the Head of State added that they 

are building a spoke mechanism which 

will see every region having at least a 

Level Three facility according to inter-

national standards, with the addition of 

more facilities in the regions, depending 

on the population size. 

Meanwhile, speaking of the smart 

hospital initiative, Minister of Health Dr. 

Frank Anthony stated that they were 

able to look at five facilities to be repur-

posed and improved. 

The health minister added that 

there is one other facility remaining in 

Paramakatoi, as he noted that there is a 

partnership with the Army which is cur-

rently working to complete that facility. 

“What this has done is we are going 

to use this as a demonstration of what 

we can do with other facilities in the 

country,” Dr Anthony said. 

Upgrades to the Mabaruma facility 

amounted to some US$1 million, which 

saw the inclusion of a new Intensive 

Care Unit and the addition of more 

wards to the facility. 

The strengthening Healthcare Fa-

cilities in the Caribbean (Smart Hospi-

tals Programme Phase Two), which is 

funded by the Foreign Commonwealth 

and Development Office (FCDO) of the 

Government of the United Kingdom, al-

located US$8 million to Guyana for the 

upgrading of five facilities.

President Dr Irfaan Ali making the announcement on Monday
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Holness starts $50M fund to  
reward tips in crime fight

Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew 

Holness on Monday announced the cre-

ation of a $50-million fund from which 

cash will be paid to people who provide 

the State with information about crimi-

nal activities. 

Holness shared the information 

during his address at the handing-over 

ceremony of two houses under the New 

Social Housing Programme in Seville 

Heights, St Ann, framing his comments 

against the background of the Govern-

ment's need to impose a state of emer-

gency in the parish which, he said, has 

contributed to a significant decrease in 

crime there. 

At the same time, the prime minis-

ter warned gun-toting young men that, 

under the new Firearms Act, their pun-

ishment, upon conviction, will be harsh. 

"I am getting a report later today 

about how many persons we have found 

with illegal guns, but the report I am in-

terested in is people going to jail to face 

the new penalties under the new 

Firearms Act, that is what I am inter-

ested in," said Holness. 

"So all of those little boys running 

around with guns, who believe that they 

will go in front of the judge, plead a case 

and go through some bargaining process 

and they get six months and come out 

— rubbish! Weh dem say? Radam! You 

going get 15 years minimum. Radam!" 

he said, eliciting laughter from the audi-

ence at his use of the colloquial Ja-

maican term made popular by the social 

media commentator known as Peanut 

Dread. 

According to Holness, the security 

forces have been picking information 

across the country that criminal gangs 

have been organising to rob supermar-

kets and other businesses, as well as 

seeking to hijack trucks transporting 

goods as there is a sense that businesses 

have a lot of cash and goods moving 

around because of the Christmas season. 

"We have stopped a few of them, 

and you would have seen a few murders 

take place as a result of the gangs pur-

suing that kind of thing, and you would 

have seen the level of organisation be-

hind it — positioning cars, positioning 

getaway [vehicles], positioning look-

outs, and all kinds of things. So there is 

a very high organisation around it, but 

our intelligence is picking it up and we 

are moving in on them; slowly, but 

surely, we are getting them," he said. 

"But we think that the process 

could be assisted greatly if the people in 

the country would share intelligence 

with the police; tell us... and sometimes 

there needs to be a little reward — and 

we've been doing that with guns. 

"Where we are now, having picked 

up this intelligence — and we are seek-

ing to act pre-emptively to save lives — 

we are putting up a fund of $50 million 

and, depending on the quality of infor-

mation you give, you could get a nice 

Christmas reward. We want to get peo-

ple who are involved in contract 

killings, people who are planning to hi-

jack stocks and goods in-transit and peo-

ple who are planning to rob 

supermarkets during the Christmas sea-

son and other business establishments," 

he said. "We want to know, and you 

could get a very nice reward, and of 

course all well secretly done, yuh get 

yuh money, but the criminals get their 

just rewards." 

Holness said since the SOE was 

imposed in St Ann two weeks ago there 

have been two murders recorded in the 

parish and they were domestic in nature. 

Additionally, he said that based on 

information received the police identi-

fied 32 gangsters who have been com-

mitting crimes in St Ann as well as in 

other parishes and detained them under 

the SOE. 

"So far two have been charged and 

one [is] about to be charged for murder. 

I gather one has been charged for shoot-

ing with intent and four for other of-

fences. The rest the files are being 

gathered to place charges on them," he 

said. 

"So there is a view that somehow 

the Government is being very general in 

the use of the exceptional powers 

granted under the state of public emer-

gency — that is not the case. The Gov-

ernment has been very clinical in its 

application," he argued. 

Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew Holness: tackling crime

Manchester, JA mom gets a new house for Xmas
A Manchester mother of three was 

overcome with joy last Friday when 

Prime Minister Andrew Holness pre-

sented her the keys to her new home just 

in time for Christmas. 

Naderia Wood, a resident of 

Campo Street in New Hall (south of 

Mandeville), said she and her children 

ages 23, 13 and seven lived in poor con-

ditions. 

"Right now I am so elated and ex-

cited, words cannot express how I feel. 

This is like a dream come true. I couldn't 

ask for anything more. My living con-

dition was not good — it was a [wattle 

and daub] house," she said as tears of 

joy filled her eyes. 

Wood, who received a three-bed-

room house, was one of five beneficiar-

ies presented with keys by Holness in 

Manchester last Friday. 

She recalled the moment Manches-

ter Central Member of Parliament 

Rhoda Crawford informed her that the 

house was going to be constructed. 

"When she [Crawford] called me 

that afternoon I was so out of this world 

because I feel so excited. I really could-

n't believe that I was going to have a 

house for myself, to be honest with you. 

We are going to have the best Christmas 

ever this year because my kids are going 

to have somewhere to sleep comfortable 

now without the cold biting them from 

the Christmas season. I couldn't ask for 

anything better," she said. 

Crawford explained that Wood was 

recommended by former Member of 

Parliament Peter Bunting for the social 

housing programme years ago. 

"I came on a site visit because I 

wanted to do my own assessment and 

make sure that the beneficiaries were 

deserving. And when I came I met Ms 

Wood, and when I saw the condition and 

I met her children we were just happy 

that she was one of the persons who 

would have been recommended before 

my time," said Crawford. 

Crawford added that political alle-

giance was not a factor. 

"Because of the politics that I prac-

tise and what our party leader [Holness] 

ensures that we practise, it is a biparti-

san [approach]," said Crawford. 

"Just seeing the sacrifice of a 

mother [Wood], I am so touched and I 

am so surprised that the house could 

have been built in a record time — 

about two months," she added. 

Further, Holness said Wood met 

the criteria to benefit from the New So-

cial Housing Programme. 

"Naderia has three children and she 

is a single mother. We have heard peo-

ple say, 'Mi want one [house] too, Mr 

Holness. Me, me, me should get one 

too,' but I am happy that the beneficiary 

has gotten her home. And that is the 

essence of [the] HOPE programme; the 

modality of [it] is the New Social Hous-

ing Programme that everyone who is in 

need can have faith that their need will 

be addressed because they have seen 

that someone that is equal or worst off, 

their need is also being addressed," said 

Holness. 

When asked by Wood's seven-

year-old daughter if her family could 

move in immediately, Holness said the 

Government prioritises assisting the in-

digent to have better living conditions. 

"We are working assiduously to en-

sure that all the young ones who are 

having faith, having hope that their 

houses can be built, so that they can 

move in," he said. 

"I am working throughout Christ-

mas to see as many of them [houses] 

that I can turn over… I am going full 

force and I am hoping that contractors 

are hearing this ...” 

Naderia Wood
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THE Privy Council has restored the 

$2 million judgment sum ordered in 

2019 for a Trinidadian teenage boy who 

was bullied and sexually abused at the St 

Michael’s Home for Boys and the St 

Ann’s Psychiatric Hospital, before he 

was placed in the care of the Children’s 

Authority. 

On Monday, the London-based 

council – TT's highest court – allowed 

the teenager’s appeal pursued by his 

mother, in which he challenged the deci-

sion by the Appeal Court to reduce the 

compensation awarded to him by Justice 

Avason Quinlan-Williams. 

On appeal by the State, the amount 

was reduced to $844,650, completely 

wiping out the $1 million in vindicatory 

damages. The damages was the highest 

sum ever awarded in a local case. Al-

though he is now 19, his name was or-

dered kept confidential by the courts. 

In their decision, Privy Council 

judges, Lords Hodge, Leggatt, Burrows, 

Richards and Lady Rose restored Quin-

lan-Williams award of $921,200 in com-

pensatory damages and $1 million in 

vindicatory damages. 

The total amount is to be paid into 

the court and put in an interest-bearing 

account and from it, payments are to be 

used for the teenager’s expenses for his 

care, treatment, welfare and accommo-

dation and can only be disbursed on an 

application to the High Court registrar or 

a Master. 

“There was nothing wrong with the 

reasoning of the judge on this issue (vin-

dicatory damages) and she has had the 

benefit of being closer to the facts of this 

appalling case than the Board,” the judg-

ment said although they admitted $1 mil-

lion was higher than what they would 

have awarded. 

They also found the Appeal Court 

incorrectly calculated the period for 

which compensatory damages should 

have been granted and the amount which 

should not have been overturned. 

“It cannot be said the trial judge 

overstated the harm suffered by JM (the 

teen's initials).” 

On the award of vindicatory dam-

ages, the judgment said the Court of Ap-

peal was wrong in law to hold there 

needed to be deliberate misconduct or 

malice by the State. 

“In these facts, the institutional in-

ertia resulted in JM suffering appalling 

physical and sexual abuse and ill-treat-

ment over a five-year period. 

"He was a child with a genetic dis-

order that is not itself a mental illness, 

who had committed no offences and was 

detained in inappropriate institutions for 

young offenders or for adults with men-

tal illnesses.” 

They noted that not every infringe-

ment of a constitutional right attracted 

vindicatory damages and it is, “if but 

only if,'' compensatory damages are in-

adequate to vindicate that right. 

Admitting the $1 million was 

higher than it would have awarded, the 

Privy Council said absent a clear flaw in 

the reasoning, appellate courts should be 

reluctant to interfere with a trial judge’s 

assessment. 

In 2012, the boy then nine and his 

sister were removed from the care of 

their mother after she was arrested for 

child abandonment and neglect, and put 

into State care. 

Ten days later, a magistrate ordered 

he be remanded to St Michael’s School 

for Boys for “safe keeping.” 

The judgment pointed out St 

Michael’s was not an orphanage but an 

industrial school which housed and edu-

cated young offenders between the ages 

of 10-16. 

“JM was not an offender and in 

September 2012, was nine years old.” 

He has Prader-Willi Syndrome, a 

rare genetic disorder, which inhibits 

physical and cognitive development, 

produces feelings of insatiable hunger 

leading to obesity and is associated with 

behavioural problems. It is not consid-

ered a mental illness. 

Two years after he was sent to St 

Michael’s, his mother was convicted and 

he was ordered to be “committed” to the 

institution until he turned 18. 

A care plan was developed for him, 

but this ceased in the latter part of 2014 

and by the next year, a social worker said 

the institution was unable to properly im-

plement a further care plan. 

During his time there, he was bul-

lied and endured physical and sexual 

abuse by residents and staff. 

He was temporarily transferred to 

St Ann’s Psychiatric Hospital for safe 

keeping but while there, he was diag-

nosed as mentally ill and needed to be 

detained at the hospital. 

Staff at the hospital struggled to 

manage his needs. He was eventually re-

moved from the hospital and put in the 

care of the authority after his mother 

filed the lawsuit. 

The Law Lords also determined the 

correct analysis of the constitutional 

rights that were infringed. 

Quinlan-Williams considered his 

detention at St Michael’s to be unlawful 

while the Court of Appeal disagreed. 

In their decision, the Privy Council 

said Quinlan-Williams was “correct” 

while the Appeal Court “made an error 

in law in overruling” her and its reliance 

on the magistrate’s power to make such 

orders was “misplaced.” 

“That provision cannot be correctly 

interpreted as allowing the magistrate to 

make an order that would place the child 

in an institution that was not safe for that 

child.” They also said the State had a 

duty to ensure magistrates had options 

open to them when ordering a child, such 

as JM, to an institution that could pro-

vide safe care and could not rely on the 

“analogous reasoning” that there were 

no practical alternatives. 

They pointed out he was a non-of-

fender to an institution designed for of-

fenders over age 10, when at nine, he 

was not one and where the impact on 

him was “real and substantial rather than 

trivial or technical.” 

The teenager was represented by 

Anand Ramlogan, SC, Robert Strang, 

Adam Riley and Ganesh Saroop while 

the State was represented by Howard 

Stevens, KC, and Katharine Bailey.

Privy Council restores $2m award 
for abused Trinidadian teen

Anand Ramlogan: former T&T Attorney General represented the abused child



FORMER FIFA vice president 

Jack Warner hailed Argentina's World 

Cup victory on Sunday and said the 

tournament was so successful that he 

was clearly vindicated over its award 

to Qatar. 

He made the comments an hour 

after Argentina beat France in the fi-

nals, 4-2 on penalties, after a 3-3 tie 

after extra time. 

In 2010, Fifa's executive commit-

tee voted 14-8 for Qatar to host the 

2022 World Cup – ahead of bids by the 

US, South Korea, Japan and Australia 

– and for Russia to host the 2018 tour-

nament ahead of England, Spain-Por-

tugal and Holland-Belgium. 

Some voices in the international 

media criticised the choice of Qatar, 

complaining it was a small nation of 

two million people, located in the Mid-

dle East, and lacking a long history of 

football. 

Concerns were raised about the 

hot climate, a ban on alcohol in stadia, 

LGBT rights and lack of football infra-

structure. 

Amid allegations of Qatari bribes 

for hosting rights, the US Department 

of Justice indicted Warner in 2015 on 

allegations of wire fraud, racketeering 

and money laundering, and is seeking 

to extradite him. Qatar World Cup or-

ganisers and Warner have denied any 

wrongdoing, instead claiming sour 

grapes by the US for not getting to host 

the 2022 tournament. 

As the World Cup ended dramati-

cally on Sunday, there have been rave 

reviews as fans enjoyed a month of up-

sets, exciting matches, underdogs suc-

ceeding and classic goals. 

Warner said his decision to sup-

port Qatar's bid had been proven right, 

but he was personally now paying a 

high price for it. 

"All I'm prepared to say is al-

though I contributed to having the 

World Cup in Qatar – for which I've 

paid a very dear price today – nobody 

stood up for my defence and said I did 

the correct thing. 

"The football tournament has jus-

tified that what I did was correct. The 

World Cup has to be expanded to other 

areas besides Europe and South Amer-

ica. 

"I have been pilloried for that and 

have been victimised and am paying a 

price before the courts. 

"I stand by my decision. I want to 

say it was the best World Cup FIFA has 

had in its history. I want to congratu-

late Argentina, but also equally (Li-

onel) Messi (Argentina captain) and 

(Kylian) Mbappe (Golden Boot win-

ner)." 

Why was it the best World Cup 

ever? 

Warner said, "In terms of the 

quality of the matches, the fact it was 

incident-free, the fact that the standard 

of refereeing was very high, and at the 

end of the day it also exposed some of 

the emerging countries like Croatia 

(four million population) and Morocco 

(World Cup semifinalists). They were 

exposed to a high level of football. 

"I feel, all in all, the winner of this 

World Cup is football." 

Warner delved further into the de-

cision to award Qatar hosting rights. 

"The World Cup has never gone 

to a Muslim country or an Arab coun-

try in its history. I felt the time had 

come for an Arab country to be given 

the World Cup, and not only an Arab 

country but one of the richest Arab 

countries today. They can do it more 

than another person can. 

"So I was strong in my belief, it 

was the correct thing to do. 

"I want to repeat: today both the 

US and UK have me pay a price for 

that decision, but I stand by it. 

"A lot of people have been calling 

me now to congratulate me. A lot. 

Hundreds of people have been calling 

to congratulate me. 

"But I don't recall any of them 

standing for me publicly when I was 

being pilloried by the powers that be."
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Jack Warner: Thank me for the 
best World Cup ever

Jack Warner: accused of taking bribes from Qatar to host the World Cup
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INJURED?   
CAR ACCIDENT? 

SLIP AND FALL, ALL TTC ACCIDENTS OR TTC SLIP 
AND FALL, ALL BUS ACCIDENTS, PEDESTRIAN OR 

CYCLYST STRUCK BY AUTOMOBILE 
 VICTIMS OF CRIME 

TALK TO US FIRST 
THE ACCIDENT INJURY LAW FIRM MAXMIZES YOUR CLAIM

AND GETS YOU A BIGGER SETTLEMENT 

NO UP FRONT FEES AND NO HIDDEN COST  

WE DON’T GET PAID UNTIL YOU GET PAID 

FOR A FREE CONSULATION IN 
YOUR HOME, AT THE HOSPITAL 

OR AT YOUR OFFICE 

CALL RICHARD MARS HOSEIN 
AT 

416-999-3471 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 9AM8PM 

OVER 15 YEARS OF EXCELLENT 
SERVICE IN THIS COMMUNITY
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you’ll want
to clap when
you land

You’ll want to rush off the plane.
You’ll want to dive into the ocean.

You’ll want to switch your
phone to ‘Do not disturb’.

This is the magic of Barbados.

visitbarbados.org


