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11 billion barrels of oil in 3
new offshore discoveries
The Government of Guyana through the Ministry of Natural Resources, in
compliance with the principles of transparency and accountability, is pleased to
announce three new oil-field discoveries by Exxon Exploration and Production
Guyana (EEPGL) and partners at Barreleye, Patwa-1, and Lukanani-1 Wells Offshore Guyana in the southeast portion of the Stabroek Block.
The GoG welcomes the continued success of exploration and discovery
work by EEPGL and its partners within the Stabroek Block which has now produced five discoveries in total offshore Guyana thus far in 2022.
The Barreleye-1 well encountered approximately 230 feet (70 meters) of
hydrocarbon-bearing sandstone and was drilled in 3,840 feet (1,170 meters) of
water. A second well, Patwa-1, encountered 108 feet (33 meters) of hydrocarbon-bearing sandstone and was drilled in 6,315 feet (1,925 meters) of water. The
Lukanani-1 well encountered 115 feet (35 meters) of hydrocarbon-bearing sandstone and was drilled at a water depth of 4,068 feet (1,240 meters). Operations
are ongoing at both Barreleye-1 and Lukanani-1.
Natural Resources Minister, Hon. Vickram Bharrat, MP; stated that the
new discoveries add to Guyana’s growing legacy as an oil-producing and exporting nation with ‘medium sweet crude,’ which will catalyze the One Guyana goal
of enhanced infrastructure, world-class health care, and education realizing a
higher standard of living and better quality of life for all Guyanese. The Government of Guyana remains vigilant and committed to ensuring the benefits of
Guyana’s petroleum resources benefit all Guyanese paving the way for a thriving future for generations ahead, said Minister Bharrat.
The Ministry of Natural Resources and the Government of Guyana welcome these three new discoveries offshore Guyana, totaling 31 discoveries
within the Stabroek Block and 36 discoveries overall, which will strengthen
Guyana as a petroleum-producing country, while at the same time be guided by
good international oil field practices for effective and efficient governance.
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GUYANA, BRITISH LEADERS MEET: President Irfaan Ali (right) on
Wednesday, held discussions with Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,
Boris Johnson (left) on matters relating to Guyana’s agriculture agenda, the
country’s energy potential and Prime Minister Johnson’s Coalition of Forest Alliance Initiative. A brief statement from the Office of the President said that the
Guyanese Head of State was joined by the Minister of Tourism, Industry and
Commerce, Oneidge Walrond and the Director of Projects at the Office of the
President, Marcia Nadir-Sharma. UK High Commissioner to Guyana, Jane
Miller was also at the engagement. President Ali and his delegation are in England to participate in the Caribbean Council’s House of Lords annual reception,
which was held Wednesday.
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12 of 25 on new Canada’s mostwanted list have ties to Toronto
Twelve of 25 suspects named to a
new Canada-wide most-wanted list have
ties to Toronto, including one 2021 fatal
shooting suspect commanding a
$250,000 reward.
For the first time, the nationwide
BOLO program put together a list of 25
suspects wanted for murders, attempted
murders or human trafficking incidents
dating back to 1987.
The number one suspect on the list
is Abilaziz Mohamed, 32, who is accused of shooting 43-year-old Craig
MacDonald in the parking lot of a Scarborough Boston Pizza last year.
BOLO program director Max Langlois says Mohamed was selected as the
top suspect because of the circumstances of the homicide.
“We’re talking about someone who
was having fun in a restaurant and an argument occurred and they ended up
being shot in a parking lot,” he said.
BOLO is offering $250,000 for information that leads to Mohamed’s arrest, with the reward money expiring if
unclaimed by Oct. 26.
“Craig was doing a very ordinary
thing, celebrating a Leafs win, when in
the flick of a moment, with the flick of
a finger, his life was ended,” Drema,
Craig MacDonald’s sister, said in a
statement read out at the news conference Tuesday.

Killed: Craig McDonald

Hall of Infamy: the Bolo posters featuring some of Canada’s Most Wanted

“I don’t even want to look at the
suspect’s face, yet I find myself searching for it every place I go.”
Toronto Police Chief Jim Ramer
told reporters they believe Mohamed is
hiding somewhere in the GTA.
BOLO will post images and other
details of each suspect on social media.
Rewards for other suspects are as high
as $100,000.
Ramer said the rewards will tempt
those aiding each fugitive to turn them
in.
“Today your world gets smaller –
you’ve already been looking over your
shoulder since the time you were sought
for arrest – now with the rewards announced today, the loyalty of your
friends and associates who have been
assisting you will be tested,” he said.

Langlois said new wanted people
will be added to the top 25 list as others
are eventually arrested.
Sean Sportun, director of Toronto
Crime Stoppers, said the names on the
new list are ready to be arrested.
“In every one of these cases, we are
ready to go to court, we are not looking

for evidence, we are not looking for witnesses.”
In about four years of operation,
Langlois said the BOLO program has
named and identified 18 wanted parties.
In that time, seven have been arrested.
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

Guyanese are now living better lives
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Guyana’s ﬁrst Juvenile Drug
Treatment Court to open soon
THE Adolescent/Juvenile Drug
Treatment Court (DTC) will soon be
launched with the aim of reforming the
juvenile justice system, and reducing social ills, by providing alternatives to
young offenders who are drug abusers.
Currently, the Supreme Court of Judicature of Guyana is conducting a training workshop in preparation for the
launch of the Juvenile DTC in Guyana,
and the strengthening of the adult DTC.
The three-day workshop, which
commenced on Wednesday at the Regency Suites, Georgetown, will conclude on Friday.
The workshop is hosted with support from the United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) with support from the
Organization of American States InterAmerican Drug Abuse Control Commission (OAS.CICAD), the Drug Demand
Reduction Project, and the Ministry of
Health.
According to a statement from the
Supreme Court of Judicature of Guyana,
the institution is aware that drug addiction has become a societal and public
health issue, with many offenders committing minor offences to support their
habits.
The Supreme Court’s statement
noted that, through sensitisation and
training locally, regionally, and interna-

A view of the Children’s Court at the Georgetown Magistrates’ Court

tionally, there is a better approach, other
than punitive measures, in treating with
persons who have substance abuse disorders.
The programme adds to the adult
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pilot project for reforming drug offenders, which showed that participants who
complete the programmes were significantly less likely to be repeat offenders,
compared to those sentenced with traditional punishments.
The Supreme Court statement further said the DTC is essentially a problem-solving court that addresses the
needs of each participant, including
his/her drug use and the criminal behaviour associated with it.
It noted, additionally, that participants of the Juvenile DTC will learn
about substance use and the effects of
different substances, the various stages
of adolescent development, assessing
risk, needs and resilience of adolescents
in conflict with the law, the need for specialized interventions for adolescents,
trauma and its impact on adolescents,
and related issues such as gender considerations.
Further, participants will identify
support systems that are necessary for
the success of the courts, including family support groups.

The date for the launch of the Adolescent/Juvenile DTC will be announced
shortly by the Supreme Court of Judicature, the institution said in its statement.
This is not the first time the
Supreme Court of Judicature has embarked on a venture to strengthen the juvenile justice system.
In October 2018, the first Children’s Court was commissioned to support reform rather than punishment for
young offenders under the age of 17.
The cases presently before the
young offenders’ court include murder,
manslaughter, attempted murder, discharging a loaded firearm, and other
petty crimes.
The offenders are placed into the
custody of the Juvenile Holding Centre
at Sophia, Georgetown, while their matters are dealt with privately by the courts
to protect their identities.
A regular feature of this process is
the inclusion of a probation officer and
child protection officer during hearings.
The Childcare and Protection Agency
(CPA) pre-screens young offenders.

Advertising in Equality News
works. Just ask any of our
clients! Call us for rates
647-216-2395
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New long-term care home for
Caribbean seniors announced
By Niraj Sharma
D&S Group & Atlantic Mas
Foundation, joined by MPP for Pickering-Uxbridge, Peter Bethlenfalvy, Dr.
Alvin Curling, and other guests, last
Friday announced the approval of a
non-profit Long-Term Care home in
Durham that will have designated
spaces for the Afro-Caribbean cultural
community – the first of its kind in Ontario.
“I am truly proud to be a part of
this important initiative for the AfroCaribbean community,” said Sacha
Singh, President and CEO of D&S
group. “We have surrounded ourselves
with champions of the community to
ensure we create the absolute best facility for our seniors. Our objective is to
provide a beautiful living environment
that anyone would be proud to call
home.”
Atlantic Mas Foundation is the Licence Holder is the license holder for
the project and is a well-established
Caribbean cultural organization in the
GTA.
“The Atlantic Mas family has supported the community for many years
in various areas,” said family
spokesperson Aisha Heywood. “We are
excited that we now have a new and
meaningful road to travel, which will

An artist’s rendition of the new Long-Term Care facility in Durham Region

benefit the elders we respect and care
for so much.”
While other culturally appropriate
LTC homes exist across Ontario, up
until now, there has not been one for the
Afro-Caribbean community. The 128bed home will be located in Durham
Region, which has among the highest
percentage of residents of AfroCaribbean heritage in Canada.
“Our government has a plan to fix
long-term care and a key part of that
plan is building modern, safe, and com-

fortable homes for our seniors,” said
Paul Calandra, Minister of Long-Term
Care.
Friday’s announcement is part of
the Government of Ontario’s 6.4-billion-dollar commitment to creating
more than 30,000 net new beds by 2028
and upgrading 28,000 long-term care
beds across Ontario.
“I’m proud to support this project,
as it will provide much needed longterm care beds to Durham residents,
while supporting our region’s vibrant

Afro-Caribbean population as they
age,” said Peter Bethlenfalvy, MPP for
Pickering-Uxbridge. “Today’s announcement speaks to our government's
commitment to ensure that seniors receive the best culturally appropriate
care in their own communities.”
Also supporting the project as a
community champion and Special Advisor is Dr. Alvin Curling, who served
as Ontario’s first Black Speaker and a
former Liberal Cabinet Minister in Ontario..

Student stabbed in attack outside school
A Toronto District School Board
(TDSB) student was stabbed outside of
his high school shortly after being dismissed for the day Monday.
Toronto police said earlier in the
day that a male victim was taken to
hospital in stable condition after being
found with stab wounds in the area of
Birchmount and Kingston roads.
Toronto Paramedic Services said the
victim was transported to a trauma centre in serious condition.
Neither police nor the school
board mentioned at the time that a student was involved.
But in a letter sent to parents Monday evening, the principal of Birchmount Park Collegiate Institute
confirmed that a student was stabbed
just outside the school at around 3:10
p.m.
“Police and Emergency Services
were immediately contacted and the
student was transported to the hospital
for medical attention,” Principal Brian
Hill said in the letter. “I am very thankful to report that the student was not seriously injured by this incident. Our
thoughts are with the student and their
family for a speedy recovery.”
Hill said police did not place the
school in a lockdown as the stabbing

Birchmount Park Collegiate Institute, outside where the stabbing happened

occurred after dismissal, when most
students and staff had left the building.
Hill did not say what grade the
student is in or how old he is.
“This incident may be understandably upsetting for students who saw or
heard about what happened. Please be
assured that we will do all that we can

to assist,” Hill said.
He said social workers will be on
hand at the school on Tuesday for any
students or staff who want to talk about
the incident.
He said the school has a number
of resources at its disposal to ensure a
safe learning environment and added

that “we will continue to take any necessary steps to ensure our school is safe
for all.”
Toronto police said that they believe three suspects were involved in
the incident, but few other details have
been provided so far.

THURSDAY APRIL 28 2022

10

EQUALITY NEWS

Healthy workforce a priority, says
Guyana’s Agriculture Minister
AGRICULTURE Minister Zulfikar
Mustapha has underscored the value of
a healthy workforce when the Ministry
of Agriculture in collaboration with the
Ministry of Health hosted a health fair
on Friday to mark Occupational Health
and Safety Month 2022, at its Regent
Street compound.
Subject
Minister
Zulfikar
Mustapha, who took part in the event,
said the activity was held to promote
good health practices among staffers of
the ministry and its sub-agencies.
“From the Ministry of Agriculture’s
perspective, this is important for us;

Minister Mustapha interacting with a health official

health and wellness are very important
for our employees. I think we should organise this quarterly so we can have all
of our employees checked and in healthy
positions because the Ministry of Agriculture is a very rigorous ministry where
we go in different terrains and different
situations.”
The minister added that given the
success of the fair, he will be engaging
the ministry’s permanent secretary to
have a quarterly health fair held for the
staffers and their families.
“The Ministry of Agriculture is a
large ministry that comprises of [sic] almost 12 agencies and we have thousands
of workers; and so I will ask the permanent secretary in the next time to extend
the fair to the members of the public and
also to the families of employees of the
ministry, so they can come here and have
their basic health checks.”
The minister further noted that the
government is cognisant of the importance of having a healthy nation and
workforce; hence, the hosting of events
such as health fairs.
“Occupational Health and Safety
are very important for our country’s population, especially for our work force
and as a government, you know for a
fact that we are spending a lot of budgetary allocations on health and wellness
in our country, because we recognise the
importance of the population’s health
and we want to ensure that we spend
these allocations effectively, so that our
people can be healthy.”
Staff and members of the public
were able to benefit from a range of
medical services such as blood-pressure
testing, dental check-ups and eye examinations, among others.
Persons were also able to speak
with a physician and obtain prescriptions
for medications, some of which were
available at the fair free of cost.
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Invest now: This is the year of
opportunity, President Ali says
GUYANA is on a transformational
path with major development unfolding,
and according to President, Dr Irfaan
Ali, the time to invest in the country is
now.
The President made this pitch at the
launch of International Building Expo
2022 on Wednesday. He said the journey
ahead for the country is a very exciting
one and requires everyone to play their
part.
“The time is now, the moment was
yesterday, so we have already missed
the moment. To those international investors, I would tell you quite frankly, if
you don’t invest in Guyana in the next
year, it will be too expensive for you
after that,” said President Ali.
He added: “This is the year of opportunity; this is the year of catalysing
your opportunities and making use of
the development paradigm.”
The Head of State also told the audience that the government has seen a
shift in the banking sector with the government receiving letters from banking
institutions to finance projects and infrastructure works at good rates.
This, he said, underscored the shift
in thinking, even as he reiterated that the
level of thinking in the country needs to
change to reflect the scale of operations
currently taking place and will take
place.
The President Ali also related that
while visiting his home village not too
long ago, he saw drastic changes with a
new mall being constructed, a new hospital nearing completion and even recreational parks underway.
“This is the story all across
Guyana. The hub and spoke development effect is starting to take shape,
where you have centres — development
centres occurring naturally and that is
when you know that something is going
on right.”
These projects, he said open doors
for major investments and gave the example of the recent opening of the Mandela to Eccles four-lane highway.
The President noted that since its
opening, in less than a week, there has
been an influx of requests and proposals
from a number of businesses and even
individuals for lands there.
“That is the effect of transforma-

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

President, Dr Irfaan Ali addressing the business community

tive infrastructure; transformative infrastructure is something that is alive, it
gives life to other things,” President Ali

said.
He went on to say that there is lots
of thought behind these projects as he

added that when thousands of acres of
land are opened, thousands of persons
will gain employment.
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Paved link road to connect Guyana,
Brazil closer to reality
GREATER opportunities are in the
pipeline for Guyanese and Brazilians, as
authorities move closer to finalising further arrangements for the paving of the
road from Linden to Lethem, which
serves as a conduit for travel between
the two South American nations.
“Linden-Lethem corridor will be a
game-changer for Guyana and Brazil,”
Director of the Department of International Co-operation at Guyana’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Co-operation, Ambassador Forbes July,
said during his address at the joint
launch of World Vaccination Week in
Bonfim, on Wednesday.
Guyana is linked directly to Brazil
through Lethem, which lies just on the
edge of the border between the two
countries. And, as it is now, the journey
from Lethem to Georgetown takes as
many as 13 hours depending on the state
of the road. The unpaved 450-kilometre
road from Linden to Lethem is often impassable in the rainy season, due to
flooding along low-lying sections of the
trail.
Although air travel to Lethem is
also possible, anecdotal information

The border crossing connecting Brazil to Guyana

shows that the cost factor often discourages the average Guyanese from choosing this mode of transportation.
Once paved, the road which was
referred to as a game-changer by Ambassador July, will eradicate many bottlenecks to travel by reducing ground
transportation time to approximately
five hours.
This piece of infrastructure will not
just improve transportation, but it will
also augment trade and tourism, in-

crease land value, among other things.
In providing an update on the status of this initiative, Ambassador July
said: “…the two sides are in consultation to finalise the modalities for the
movement of passengers and goods between Guyana and Brazil.”
While talks on this project are progressing, he said Guyana remains committed to building and expanding its
relationship with the people of Brazil
and integrating the two nations through

infrastructural and other initiatives,
which would be beneficial to both sides.
Guyana and Brazil established
diplomatic relations on August 26,
1968, and the two nations have since
been co-operating on areas such as
trade, health, agriculture, transport and
security matters. And with the potential
paving of the road, there will be even
greater opportunities for co-operation
between the two countries.
It was reported that a large part of
Guyana’s economic potential remains
untapped and would be revealed only
after the construction of the road linking
Linden to Lethem and, by extension,
Brazil, is completed.
President of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), Dr. Hyginus
‘Gene’ Leon, in describing the massive
project which will be done in phases,
said: “Almost one half of Guyana’s potential will be linked one way or the
other to just opening that corridor… we
are using Linden to Lethem, but I am referring here from the deep-sea port in
Georgetown all the way to connectivity
to Brazil.”
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Accommodation and food services,
arts industries ﬂourish in 2021
After being suffocated by the
COVID-19 pandemic and other externalities in 2020, Guyana’s accommodation and food services industry and the
arts recovered significantly in 2021,
recording a collective increase of 52.2
per cent, according to the Bank of
Guyana.
Those industries, which form part
of the services sector, received a breath
of fresh air when local authorities had
adjusted the COVID-19 protocols to
allow for the resuscitation of various
economic sectors.
“The accommodation and food
services, arts, entertainment and recreation, wholesale and retail trade, as
well as repairs activities recording the
most favourable growth,” the Bank of
Guyana said in its 2021 report, which
was published recently.
Entertainment and recreation
recorded growth of 34.4 per cent, while
wholesale and retail trade and repairs
increased by 32.9 per cent.
This year, with the hosting of
Cricket Carnival in September, an
event that will bring some of the
biggest names in the regional and international entertainment industries to
Guyana, the country is crystalising its
place as the entertainment capital of the
region.
With this and other events,
Guyana will be adding to the contributions of the services sector, which is
undoubtedly significant.
Economist Sydney Armstrong had
emphasised the importance of the service sector in 2020, when he said that it
would be critical to the recovery of
Guyana’s economy. The services sector
in Guyana accounts for more than half
of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
but it had taken a severe hit.
“The service sector has been hit

Outdoor dining at one of Guyana’s popular cafes

the hardest…but, as we recover, it must
be the sector of focus…we have to organise and plan how to re-open the
economy with this [service sector] in
mind…there is the tourism industry
and there are other industries within the
service sector, such as banking and
transportation which need to be priority,” Armstrong had said.
The government, cognisant of this,
made strategic decisions that resulted in
the services sector recording an overall
increase of 11.9 per cent in 2021.
And based on Budget 2022, the

government intends to maintain and
even enhance its approach to stimulating growth in this and other economic
sectors.
This year, all of the service industries are projected to expand by 3.8 per
cent. Notably, significant increases are
forecasted for wholesale and retail
trade and repairs (6.5 per cent), transport and storage (7.8 per cent), financial and insurance activities (3.9 per
cent), administrative and support services (2.5 per cent), and real estate activities (2.3 per cent).

Overall, the Guyanese economy is
projected to record real oil GDP growth
of 47.5 per cent on account of higher
output of oil.
In the non-oil economy, according
to the Bank of Guyana, growth is estimated to be 7.7 per cent for this year,
as the rice-growing and gold-mining
sectors rebound.
“This positive outlook is as a result of easing of COVID-19 restrictions
and increasing vaccination numbers, as
the country moves further out of the
pandemic,” the Central Bank said.

Guyanese ﬁrm inks US$300M deal with Exxon
VREED-EN-HOOP Shorebase Inc, an 85 per cent
Guyanese-owned company on Friday inked a US$300
million agreement with Exxon Mobil Guyana to provide
shorebased services to the oil company, over the next
20 years, on the development of its Yellowtail well and
future projects.
The signing took place at the Roraima Duke Lodge
and in attendance were Minister of Natural Resources,
Vickram Bharrat; Minister within the Ministry of Public
Works, Deodat Indar; President of the Region Three
Chamber of Commerce, Halim Khan and Regional
Chairman, Inshan Ayube, among others.
Signing the agreement on behalf of Exxon Mobil
Guyana was its President Alistair Routledge, while signing on behalf of Vreed En Hoop Shorebase was the
Company Secretary Andron Alphonso. Company Directors, Nicholas Deygoo-Boyer and Azruddin Mohammed
were also present for the signing.
Deygoo-Boyer delivered the opening remarks at
Friday’s ceremony, where he noted that the project is
meant to be a kickstart for bigger development for the
country.
“What drove us through this process was a respon-

sibility. We considered it a privilege that we had to do
this for the country. Because the country needs a development that will help to increase local content, reduce
commercial shipping cost, provide land for service companies, and provide land that is not impacting on existing operations,” Deygoo-Boyer said.
The Vreed-en-Hoop Shorebase is a sub-project of
a larger port facility that includes the oil-and-gas shore
base section as well as a commercial port, for shipping
containers, fuel tank firm and an industrial facility, for
companies which want to lease space to do business
close to the port. When completed, the facility will not
only service the oil-and-gas industry, but will also cater
to all sectors that require a port facility.
Vreed-En-Hoop Shorebase Inc, which is 15 per
cent owned by Belgium company Jan De Nul, is part of
NRG Holdings Inc, which is a 100 per cent Guyaneseowned company. NRG was birthed out of a consortium
between Boyer from National Hardware Guyana Limited, Alphonso from ZRN and Mohamed of Hadi’s
World.
Located at Vreed-en-Hoop, Region Three, the project is slated to occupy some 400 hectares of coastal

land. It is expected to provide employment for some 200
persons during its construction phases and 50-100 persons for the basic operation and maintenance of the
base-port facilities.
The facility will also see services previously provided out of Trinidad now being carried out in Guyana,
with the local economy benefitting from employment,
duties and taxes, ancillary goods and services and capacity-building.
Making remarks, Routledge called the project
transformational, and noted that the pace and dynamics
of the project is in keeping with the direction in which
Guyana is headed.
“The pace with which we are developing in a country with very limited industrial and major infrastructure
is truly impressive. This project very much fits into
that,” he noted.
He commended the investors in the project for taking the great risk that they did and noted that with this
project, the oil company will now be able to bring the
supply chain for drilling operations and production operations to Guyana.
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Highway means relief for commuters
HOUSING and Water Minister,
Collin Croal said commuters are expected to benefit from further relief soon
as works are progressing, as planned, on
the new $13 billion Eccles to Diamond
Four-Lane Highway.
Recently, the government commissioned the massive $2.3 billion Mandela
to Eccles Four-Lane Highway, which
was designed to significantly reduce traffic congestion on the East Bank of Demerara.
The $13 billion project, which has
been divided into 12 lots, includes the
construction of more than 30 reinforced
concrete bridges, two roundabouts and a
total of 9.4 Km of reinforced concrete
road. It has an 18-month timeline for
completion.
The Housing Minster had reported
that since being elected to office, the
government has expended some $6.8 billion on infrastructural works on the EBD
corridor alone, in areas such as Providence, Prospect, Little Diamond and
Great Diamond, with the new highway
complementing those works.
“2022 will see even more investments in the housing sector. Our government has committed more than $27.5
billion for infrastructure works on the
EBD corridor that will include Great Diamond, Golden Grove, Little Diamond,
and new openings for commercial lands

An aerial view of the ongoing works at the $13B Eccles to Diamond Four-Lane Highway

on the east bank. And this also includes
the continuation of the construction of
the four-lane highway from Eccles to
Great Diamond, which is already in
progress,” the Housing Minister said.
These new developments have been
directly linked to the unlocking of massive lands for housing developments

within Region Four. Just recently, Minister Croal speaking about the spinoff
benefits of the Mandela – Eccles highway, said that it has unlocked massive
lands for development.
This means that major housing developments are expected to continue
across the EBD.

Chief Executive Officer of the Central Housing and Planning Authority
(CH&PA), Sherwyn Greaves, had told
the Guyana Chronicle that the Ministry
of Housing and Water has started developing 5,000 new house lots in communities along the East Bank of Demerara
(EBD) corridor,
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PAC recommends criminal investigation into 2018 project
THE Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), on Monday, called for a criminal
investigation to be launched into a 2018
project, which involved repairs to a selfacting sluice at Lusignan, East Coast Demerara, for which cheques were prepared
and purportedly paid out before the completion of works.
The $4.6 million contract, as outlined by the Auditor General’s 2018 report, was awarded and later signed on
December 5, 2018, with an expected
timeframe of two months.
According to the report, some $4.5
million was paid to the contractor, and
the project engineer who was assigned to
the Ministry of Public Security, Dannie
Ramdolar, purportedly certified that
works were completed since December
17, 2018.
Contrary to his certification of the
works, a physical verification by the
Audit Office of Guyana on May 3, 2019,
found that the contractor was still conducting works on the structure.
Owing to this observation, the audit
report outlined that the engineer falsely
certified that the works were completed
since December 2018.
As this revelation was made to the
committee, members questioned the engineer as to whether he indeed falsely
certified completion of works.
Ramdolar, in response, said that this
was not correct, and at the time of the
physical verification by the Audit Office,
remedial works to damaged sections of
the sluice were being completed.
He said that there was no certificate
of completion for the project and the contractor was not issued payment, as he
was still to complete remedial works.

Minister of Public Works, Juan Edghill

Minister of Public Works, Bishop
Juan Edghill, after listening to the engineer’s statement, asked what documentation the Auditor General had to back up
the audit report.
It was then revealed that, in the
compilation of the report, auditors used
a final payment voucher of $4.5 million
which was dated December 17, 2018,
along with the signature of the engineer,
stating that the works were inspected and
certified as of the said date.
To this end, members of the committee, on both sides, inquired as to why
the information that Ramdolar provided
differs vastly from that of the Audit Office.

Giving some background, representatives of the Audit Office told the committee that during their visit in May
2019, the contractor was doing works to
the surface and road works.
The representative said that when
they visited while remedial works were
to be done, the contractor was conducting works which were part of the contract
and, as such, it could not have been that
the project was completed and remedial
works were being done.
It was then that Ramdolar told the
PAC that it should be noted that payments were not issued until everything
was completed after May 2019.
However, Minister Edghill said: “If

two weeks after you sign a contract you
prepare a final payment voucher that
went to the ministry’s finance department
that went for payment… it’s a payment
voucher that they’re auditing signed by
both you and the contractor when the
work was not completed, it was not done.
We’re in breach, serious breach.”
The minister then asked the former
Permanent Secretary of the ministry what
advice was given to facilitate this payment.
In response, the former senior official said that, at the time, in order to retrieve funds from the system, that
procedure was used and it was done not
knowing that the contractor would have
encountered difficulties with the project.
“We have a public officer that is
telling the PAC that to facilitate monies
being recorded as expended for a year,
documents are written up to falsify activities that did not take place?” Edghill
asked.
The committee then turned to the
Accountant General who stated that, as
the contract was signed for the project on
December 5, 2018, only the mobilisation
for the payment should have been
processed at the time and then have the
project marked as a multiyear project.
More revelations as it relates to the
project being incomplete were made, as
it was noted that when officials from the
audit office visited in May 2019, a number of things that were outlined in the
contract for the project were not physically in place and as such the works that
were being done at the time could not
have been remedial works.
Ramdolar, however, said that his
view was different.

Cops probe suspected double suicide
Guyana Police are investigating
the circumstances surrounding the
deaths of 25-year-old Paishnarine
‘Ritchie’ Hansraj and 34-year-old Justin
Teixeira who were found motionless inside a car at the Marriott Hotel parking
lot in Kingston, Georgetown, early Saturday.
And officials at the Guyana Forensic Laboratory have determined that the
“white hard substance” which was
found in the back seat of the car tested
negative for the presence of narcotics.
Crime Chief Wendell Blanhum
told online news outlet, the News
Room, that officials at the Forensic
Laboratory believe that the substance
may be sodium cyanide, which is lethal.
However, that is yet to be confirmed as investigators have to send the
samples to be tested overseas.
“Officials from the Guyana Foren-

sic Laboratory have indicated to investigators that they suspect the substances
may be sodium cyanide which is lethal
to human beings in small quantities.
However, this suspicion cannot be confirmed by the Officials because the laboratory doesn’t possess the capability to
do such testing.
“As a consequence, the Guyana
Police Force will resort to sending the
samples to an overseas laboratory for
further testing,” the Crime Chief told
the news agency.
Sodium cyanide is a poisonous
compound; it is a white, water-soluble
solid. Cyanide has a high affinity for
metals, which leads to the high toxicity
of this salt.
It is believed that both men took
their lives. The police, in a statement,
reported that investigators are reviewing
CCTV footage in an effort to determine

the circumstances leading to the deaths
of the young men.
According to the police, investigators were told by a 28-year-old employee of the Marriott Hotel that he
received a telephone call from Teixeira’s 60-year-old mother at around
23:30hrs that her son was having a
seizure. The mother asked if someone
can check on him.
The hotel employee said he immediately dispatched another employee to
check on Teixeira who was a guest at
the hotel when it was discovered that
the room he was staying in on the sixth
floor was empty.
The employee then went, just after
midnight, to Teixeira’s black Vezel motorcar (PAC 2607) in the parking lot
where he observed Teixeira sitting in
the driver’s seat, and all the windows of
the vehicle were halfway down.

The employee said he opened the
front passenger door and discovered
Hansraj sitting in a crunch-like position.
Both Teixeira and Hansraj appeared to
be motionless.
The employee immediately called
911 and the ambulance with EMT arrived; both men were pronounced dead
at the scene.
Police confirmed that no marks of
violence were seen on the exposed parts
of the bodies. The bodies were escorted
to the Memorial Garden Funeral Home
awaiting an autopsy.
Teixeira was a flight attendant attached to American Airlines and lived at
Republic Park, East Bank Demerara.
Hansraj is known for his singing and
was slated to get engaged next month.
He resided at Hague, West Coast Demerara and was the only son of his parents.
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LEISURE INN SUITES APARTMENTS
Looking for somewhere to stay in Guyana? We have the best accommodations and service. Available for long and short term
rentals, all units furnished and equipped for self catering

17 Delph street, Campbellville Georgetown, Guyana,
South America. Tel: 592- 226- 8990
LeisureInn@yahoo.com

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Guyana’s ﬁrst Liza Unity lift could
earn US$106M after bidding process
GUYANA’S first oil lift from the
Liza Unity floating production storage
and offloading (FPSO) vessel, which is
servicing ExxonMobil’s Liza Phase
Two project, could earn the country approximately US$106 million.
According to information from the
Ministry of Natural Resources,
Guyana’s first entitlement lift of one
million barrels of oil was sold to
ExxonMobil Sales and Supply, LLC,
following a competitive bidding
process by five companies, including
the other shareholders of the Stabroek
Block.
The Stabroek Block’s recoverable
resource base is currently estimated at
more than 10 billion oil-equivalent barrels.
ExxonMobil’s affiliate, Esso Exploration and Production Guyana Limited, is the main operator, holding some
45 per cent interest in the Stabroek
Block, while Hess Guyana Exploration
Ltd. holds a 30 per cent interest, and
CNOOC Petroleum Guyana Limited, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of CNOOC
Limited, holds a 25 per cent interest.
Production in this block jumped to
340,000 barrels of oil per day, following the operationalisation of the Liza
Unity FPSO in February this year.
The new production vessel has
added to the more than 120,000 barrels
per day being produced at the Liza
Destiny FPSO, which began production
in December 2019.
The Ministry of Natural Resources
said the ExxonMobil affiliate’s bid for
Guyana’s first lift from the Liza Unity
FPSO was the best on the pricing differential for the crude, and this lift will
incur no marketing fee by the lifter. The
forecasted price for this lift is US$106
per barrel.
“This lift is a one-off arrangement
for the company. The GoG [Government of Guyana] will be working to ensure that Guyana receives the best price
for each cargo from both the Liza [Destiny] and Unity Gold crudes,” the Natural Resources Ministry related.
As it is now, without the addition
of funds from the imminent sale,
Guyana has US$719,713,039 in its Natural Resources Fund (NRF).
It was reported recently that revenue generated from the local oil-andgas sector is expected to catapult
Guyana to the ranks of wealthiest countries in the Western Hemisphere,

The Liza Unity floating production storage and offloading vessel

thereby increasing the government’s
fiscal space to invest in initiatives
geared at expanding the economy, and
improving the overall welfare of citizens.
“Guyana is now poised to be one
of the wealthiest countries in the hemisphere; we intend to employ the gains
from exploiting these deposits into initiatives geared at expanding the economy, improving competitiveness,
giving people the best social services,
increasing productivity, enhancing food
production, and building new sectors,”
President Dr. Irfaan Ali had said in his
keynote address during a virtual faculty
workshop on the microeconomics of
competitiveness hosted by the Harvard
Business School.
In painting a vivid image of what
is expected of the oil-and-gas sector in

the near term, Dr. Ali said that by 2025,
operating cash flow, based on total investment, is expected to reach US$3.5
billion.
The performance of this sector is

expected to improve even further as the
years go by, since the success rate is 80
per cent, and there are already 28 commercial discoveries in the Stabroek
Block.
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Bollywood elite Kajol and Shah Rukh Khan

SRK, Kajol tipped as judges in
upcoming TV dance show
The makers of the celebrity dance reality TV
show are set to come back with the 10th season.
Moreover, as per the sources, the panel of
judges will have big names such as Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan, well-known choreographer Farah Khan and Kajol. Yet the channel has not
given any confirmation.
The ninth season was aired in 2016. Karan
Johar, Farah Khan, Jacqueline Fernandez and
Ganesh Hegde took over as the judges of that season. Manish Paul hosted the show.
A source close to the show informs: "The
show will have a grand comeback. Makers have approached Bollywood superstars Shah Rukh Khan,
Kajol and Farah Khan to take over as judges. The
casting of the show is in process and the show
might go on the floor by July."
Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa is an Indian Hindi-lan-

guage reality television show and the Indian version of BBC's Strictly Come Dancing and Dancing
with the Stars.
In Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa, celebrities perform various dances together with professional dance partners. The show's format is taken from the Strictly
Come Dancing show on BBC One in the UK.
The show is also pre-recorded, unlike Strictly
Come Dancing and other spin-offs. Of the spin offs,
the Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa is the only one that uses
recorded tracks rather than live music with an inhouse band.
The title derives from "Jhalak Dikhlaja" (Let
Me Have a Glimpse of You), a popular song from
the film Aksar (2006).
The show airs its elimination on a Sunday in
every season. The contestants who are in the danger
zone will have to be in the face-off round.

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
416-759-2359
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Compliance with local content laws
will be enforced: Minister Bharrat
Guyana’s Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat said mechanisms are being put in place to ensure
compliance by oil companies and their
contractors with the Local Content Act.
At the same time, assessments are
being done to see how the local content
areas can be expanded.
Speaking with the media on Friday
on the sidelines of the signing of a new
agreement between ExxonMobil –
Guyana and a local consortium at Roraima Duke Lodge, Bharrat noted that
while the Act goes into full effect at the
end of 2022, the government is working
to ensure it strengthens enforcement and
ensures compliance.
“We are now putting together a few
new mechanisms to ensure compliance,
because we haven’t reached the stage
where we will start monitoring compliance as yet. Right now, it’s more the initial stage of putting together the plans
and looking at the procurement methods
and all of that,” the minister explained.
Signed into law on December 31,
2021, the Local Content Act has paved
the way to ensure Guyanese gain equal
opportunities and access in the oil and
gas industry, and to ensure maximum
benefits for Guyanese businesses.
The Act outlines 40 sub-sectors in
which oil companies are legally required
to procure the goods and services from
Guyanese businesses, and also speaks to
the need to employ specific percentages
of Guyanese in their day-to-day operations.
Provisions in the Local Content Act
includes the stipulation that a company
has to have a Guyanese national owning
51 per cent of its shares to be considered
a “local entity,” but the company’s management team also has to comprise seventy per cent Guyanese, while its overall
staff complement has to also be 90 per
cent Guyanese.
“The legislation says that by the
ending of 2022 these targets must be met
for the 40 different services. After that,
we will do an assessments of who is in
compliance and who is not in compliance.
“Also [we are looking at] services
that we can add to the 40, because I think
there are a few areas that we might look
at once we have the capacity to add to
that schedule,” the Natural Resources
Minister said.

Natural Resources Minister Vikram Bharrat

The Act also mandates that
Guyanese who possess the same skills
and competencies as their foreign counterparts are paid equally. The government has affirmed that as more
Guyanese are trained and become competent, the laws would be amended to
guarantee increased employment and
business opportunities for the people of
Guyana.
Oil companies that fail to outsource
the services to entities owned and run by
Guyanese could face a penalty of up to
$50 million, according to provisions set
out in the Act.

Implementation and oversight of
the Local Content Act is overseen by the
Local Content Secretariat, which has already been established and is headed by
Director Martin Pertab.
Bharrat noted that the establishment
of the secretariat is the first step in working on ensuring compliance by the oil
companies.
“We have the Local Content Secretariat in place already. It is fully staffed
as well we are working with all the licensees, contractors, and subcontractors
on the preparation of the master plan and
annual plans. That is happening as well

as registration, physical registration is
taking place.”
Foreign companies operating
within the petroleum sector are required
to submit a master plan, containing three
sub-plans that depict their employment
practices, their procurement strategy,
and their programmes to train and build
capacity among their local workforce.
Those plans would have to be updated and submitted annually for review
by the secretariat, after which it will be
forwarded to the subject minister for approval. Bharrat assured that the secretariat is already working on this area.
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Guyana earns $7.7B from rice exports
during ﬁrst quarter of 2022
BETWEEN January and March
2022, Guyana’s thriving rice industry
raked in approximately US$37,022,500,
an equivalent of more than GY$7.7 billion in export earnings, according to figures provided by the Ministry of
Agriculture on Friday.
It was explained that these earnings
derived from the exportation of approximately 49,304 tonnes of rice and rice
products during the first quarter of 2022.
Importantly, export revenues from rice
are expected to grow even more, since
many farmers across the country are still
harvesting paddy from the year’s first
rice crop, which commenced with countrywide sowing in November 2021.
At that time, the Guyana Rice Development Board (GRDB) had projected
a bumber harvest, with most of the riceproducing regions being on target with
their sowing. As a matter of fact, national sowing projections for the current
crop were pegged at an overall target of
227,240 acres.
Last year, even with massive
floods, the rice industry was still able to
remain afloat, earning export revenues
totalling GY$42.2 billion, an equivalent
of US$201 million, resulting from the
exportation of approximately 434,535

tonnes of rice, paddy and its by-products.
In 2021, the industry also benefited
from increased markets, as the People’s
Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) government successfully securing the British
Virgin Islands (BVI), and the European
nations of Estonia and Slovenia as lucrative buyers of Guyana’s top-notch rice
produce.
The country was also able to solidify a standard rice supply agreement
with sister country, Barbados, to ensure
that the island-nation has a steady supply
of the staple.
Agriculture Minister Zulfikar
Mustapha had previously said that ongoing developments in the rice industry
signal an even wider space for industry
growth in 2022.
“We now have close to about 42
countries where we are exporting rice
and we are looking to improve on that,”
Minister Mustapha had previously told
the government’s Department of Public
Information.
Although the May 2021 floods devastated thousands of households and destroyed hundreds of hectares of
farmlands, government’s $7.8 billion
flood- relief programme was enough to

Rice being harvested in Guyana

enable the majority of affected rice farmers to return to their fields and resume
production.
In January of this year, as part of
the government’s landmark $552.9 billion budget, additional recovery mechanisms and measures were included, and
these are expected to serve as a springboard for further advancement of
Guyana’s rice industry.
As a matter of fact, for 2022 alone,
the rice industry is projected to cop earn-

ings in the vicinity of US$288.6 million,
an equivalent of more than GY$60.3 billion.
“We see rice maintaining its importance and increasing its contribution in
our economy, going forward,” Senior
Minister in the Office of the President
with responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni
Singh, said during his presentation of
Budget 2022 to the National Assembly
on January 26, 2022.

CRIME & COURTS

Teen remanded to prison for killing stepfather
A 19-year-old man was on Monday remanded to prison until May 30,
for the alleged murder of his stepfather,
Joseph Davis.
Joshua Williams, of Swan Village,
on the Soesdyke-Linden Highway, appeared before Magistrate Sunil Scarce
at the Diamond-Grove Magistrates’
Court, but was not required to plead to
the capital offence, which alleged that
on March 27, 2022, he murdered Davis.
According to reports, on March
19, Williams and Davis had a misunderstanding, during which the teen allegedly pulled out a knife and stabbed
the older man, before making good his
escape.
The injured Davis was immediately rushed to the Georgetown Public
Hospital Corporation (GPHC), but died
a little over a week later, on March 27
to be precise, while receiving treatment.
The police would later issue a
wanted bulletin for Williams’ arrest,
after he’d allegedly gone into hiding; he
was arrested last Wednesday at his fa-

ther’s Kuru Kururu residence on the
Soesdyke-Linden Highway.

‘Trini’ confesses
to murder
SIX years after 60-year-old remigrant Agriculturist Anthony Breedy
was killed during a robbery at his Hill
Foot, Soesdyke-Linden Highway
home, Keimo Corbin, better known as
“Trini”, on Monday confessed to committing the gruesome act.
Corbin, 23, of Timehri, East Bank
Demerara (EBD), was arraigned for
murder before Justice Jo-Ann Barlow
at the Demerara High Court, where he
admitted killing Breedy during the furtherance of a robbery between March
12 and 14, 2016.
He will know his fate in another
two weeks or so, when the matter
comes up for sentencing on May 9; he
is represented by Attorney-at-Law
Ravindra Mohabir, while Prosecutor
Latifah Elliot is holding for the State.

Based on reports, Breedy’s body
was found, hands and feet bound, on
the lower flat of his two-storey house.
It was also uncovered that he’d sustained multiple injuries in his head, and
that after committing the act, his killers
had made off with his Sports Utility Vehicle (SUV) and other belongings, including an Automated Teller Machine
(ATM) card.

Media worker pleads
guilty to cocaine
FORMER media worker Zaneel
Williams, who was recently nabbed at
the Cheddi Jagan International Airport
(CJIA) with 21 pounds of cocaine, on
Monday pleaded guilty to the drug trafficking charge, while her two co-accused were each released on $750,000
bail.
Williams, 25, of Lamaha Gardens,
Georgetown; ex-officer of the Customs
Anti-Narcotic Unit (CANU) Anil
Sookhoo, 33, of Kuru Kuru, SoesdykeLinden Highway; and Guyana Revenue
Authority (GRA) officer Shameka Cae-

DEAD: Anthony Breedy

sar, 27, of D’Urban Street, Wortmanville, Georgetown were hauled before Senior Magistrate Sunil Scarce at
the Diamond-Grove Magistrates’
Court.
The trio was jointly charged for
trafficking a total of 9.628 kilograms of
cocaine on April 22, 2022 at the Cheddi
Jagan International Airport (CJIA).
Williams pleaded guilty, while
Sookhoo and Caesar denied the allegation.
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Man arrested after JA family of four
killed in south London, UK
Four members of a Jamaican family were stabbed to death in south London, United Kingdom on Monday
morning.
The police arrived at the premises
and forced themselves inside the building where they found Dolet Hill and
three others suffering what they believed
to be stab wounds.
Hill, along with two other females
said to be in their 30s and 40s, and a man
in his 60s, were pronounced dead.
The Metropolitan police have disclosed that a man in his 20s has since
been arrested in connection with the
murders and remains in police custody.
Investigators so far believe that he
was known to the victims.
Meanwhile, Hill's niece told the Independent that her aunt had worked as a
housekeeper at a hospital, and described
her as a "very nice" Christian woman,
who recently had cancer.
Additionally, Reid said her deceased aunt resided with her husband,
and their daughter who worked as a district nurse.
The elderly couple's other daughter
was the one who "raised the concern"
with the police about the incident at the
house, Reid told reporters.Four members of a Jamaican family were stabbed
to death in south London, United Kingdom on Monday morning.
One of the deceased has been identified as Dolet Hill, who was said to be
in her 60s.
According to a report from the Independent newspaper, Hill was a former
National Health Service (NHS) worker.
Hill's niece, Venecia Reid, said in
addition to her aunt, the other victims

Dolet Hill, a former employee at Guy’s and St Thomas’ hospitals, was one of the victims, her niece said

were believed to be her aunt's husband,
their daughter and granddaughter.
She said the family "originally
moved to the UK from Jamaica", and
were “really close".
Other reporting on the gruesome
quadruple murder suggests Hill was
from Lyssons, St Thomas.
Allegations are that about 1:40 am
on Monday, the Metropolitan police

were notified of screams coming from a
home on Delaford Road in Bermonsey
in south London.
Speaking to reporters, local police
commander Colin Wingrove confirmed
that the four deceased individuals were
three women, thought to be in their mid60s, 40s and 30s, and one man in his
mid-60s.
The arrested suspect is a man in his

late 20s, he said. “At this early stage, officers are not looking for any other person.”
It is thought all five people were
known to each other. However,
Wingrove was unable to say whether
they were family members. He appealed
to anyone with information on the
“deeply shocking incident” to contact
the police.

JA singer in hot water over abusive dog video
Repulsed by a video showing a social media personality abusing a dog, managing director at the Jamaica Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (JSPCA), Pamela Lawson, on Monday called
for stronger laws to punish the type of behaviour
shown. This was the second time, she said, that the
woman, named Ivany, has made her way onto the
JSPCA’s radar.
In the latest video that emerged on Ivany’s Instagram (IG) account on Monday, the woman, clad in
what seems to be lingerie, is seen approaching what
appears to be a male shih-tzu. The animal is on its
back, its splayed legs tied to keep it in place.
Ivany is seen jumping, doing a split and then
straddling the animal. She then rolls off the small dog,
laughing, and the video ends.
“About a month and half ago she did something
more suggestive with the dog, and if you think this is
upsetting, you do not want to see that video,” Lawson
said Monday afternoon.
“It’s repulsive isn’t it? But it’s obvious the more
depraved things are, the more followers you end up
with,” she said.

Lawson is hoping Instagram will shut down
Ivany’s account.
Locally, she is hoping to see more teeth to laws
that protect animals. The existing legislation, she said,
is “pathetic, weak, and antiquated”.
“I can say to you that there are government personnel at the moment trying to do something about
this because we are concerned about it. It is very distasteful and traumatic and distressing, but my ultimate
[concern] is ‘Why can't I take away that dog?’” she
questioned.
“…To me, that would be the ultimate — not even
so much giving her the disadvantage of locking her up
but being able to take away that animal,” she added.
But with the ineffective laws, even if the animal
were removed, Lawson added, there is nothing to stop
Ivany from getting another one.
Ivany Wright is no stranger to controversy. Last
June she was given a six-month suspended sentence
after pleading guilty to two counts of larceny by trick.
The case involved two high-end iPhones.
In 2020 she was charged by the police after she
failed to deliver a social media page despite being

paid.
Monday’s video also drew outrage from Tammy
Browne, managing director of Montego Bay Animal
Haven.
“I saw it and it’s disgusting, but it’s cruelty, and
it needs to be addressed. The dog needs to be taken
away from her and she needs to be arrested or whatever she can be charged with,” said Browne. “The
haven doesn’t have the authority to go into somebody’s property and take it. The police need to be involved to get the animal under the animal cruelties act
and to prosecute her.”
Browne said members of her team reached out to
Ivany via her Instagram page but were greeted with
profanity and no show of remorse.
“She is reaching a lot of people here and abroad.
They are already up in arms about it because my
phone has been going off the hook,” said Browne. “It
is animal cruelty and I think the worse part for me is
that we work so hard to gain a positive image for Jamaica, especially when we get so many tourists that
come and visit, but the cruelty and the neglect they
see, they never want to return.”
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Kamla insists T&T government
using spyware on citizens
T&T Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad-Bissessar is sticking to her
claims that the Government is utilising
Israeli spyware equipment in her country.
At the United National Congress
(UNC) virtual meeting Monday night,
Persad-Bissessar questioned whether the
Government is using Cytrox Predator
software — a spyware that sometimes
runs in parallel with Pegasus spyware.
She further questioned why National Security Minister Fitzgerald
Hinds did not disclose that the Israeli
Aerospace Industries (IAI) subsidiary
group ELTA systems Limited of Israel is
here in Trinidad conducting cyber spyware, malware and interception training
on Monday and Tuesday this week at the
National Operations Fusion Centre
(NOFC)
She said this means that law enforcement is being shown how to use
spyware, malware and interception to
“terrorise” law-abiding citizens of
Trinidad and Tobago.
She said the training was 9 a.m. at
NOFC, Knowsley Building, #1 Queen’s
Park West, Port of Spain and “handpicked” security forces are being
trained.
ELTA, she said, is a private company and the Government is utilising
this private security firm that specialises
in spyware, malware and interception.
With respect to the Cytrox predator

software, Persad-Bissessar made reference to an article published in 2021 by
researchers at the University of Toronto
which states that spyware known as
Predator is equally as dangerous as Pegasus.
She pointed out that researchers examined how both Predator and Pegasus
together were used to hack into the
phones of Egyptian journalists.
Persad-Bissessar said they also
found country specific domain names
that Predator uses for hacking. The Article lists Trinidad and Tobago as one of
the countries with domains used by
Cytrox.
“So Cytrox, the company which
owns and makes Predator spyware, has
taken out domain names based in
Trinidad and Tobago and is therefore
operating in our country,” she stated.
A table from the article showing
Trinidad and Tobago listed was shown
on a screen.
“I am asking the Government
tonight, how long has Cytrox Predator
software been used in our country to spy
on citizens?” asked Persad-Bissessar.
“And if the Government denies using
Cytrox Predator spyware, the question
then arises as to who is using this in our
country,” she added.
She said she can wager that Government is going to claim that this cyber
spyware, malware and interception
training is being done to build cyber se-

Kamla Persad Bissessar

curity capacity to protect critical information infrastructure.
Persad-Bissessar noted that the
very company doing this training workshop was in fact hacked.
She said an article in the Jamaica
Gleaner on February 28, 2021 stated
that the Jamaican government, after
months of silence, disclosed that it had
signed a five-year Ja$4 billion contract

with the Israeli firm ELTA Systems
Limited. She said the article stated that
a report by a technology website based
in Israel revealed that ELTA’s servers
were breached by Iranian-linked hackers.
“So, the company Jamaica claims
they hired to protect them from cyber attacks got a cyber attack? You all understand that? And this is the company that
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley and
Hinds hired to bring here to train their
handpicked persons about spyware,
malware and interception. Come on!”
she said.
Persad-Bissessar also called on
Rowley to get his story straight.
“The latest with this saga of the
Government’s spying spree is the conflicting statements by the Prime Minister. If nothing else should tell you that
they are being untruthful it is the mere
fact that the Prime Minister cannot get
his story right,” she said. She noted that,
first, the country heard that they have
the software but it was used for criminals.
“Then we heard that they don’t
have the software, then we heard that
they have it but it is with the SSA, then
we heard the former CoP procured it illegally. So tonight, I want to ask the
Prime Minister to sort himself out, get
his story straight and then come to the
population. Prime Minister if you cannot be truthful then you must go!”

Gun in box of KFC: Cashier foils robbery
What could have been a potentially dangerous situation at a supermarket in Tunapuna, East Trinidad, did
not happen because of the swift action
of a cashier.
The cashier’s action is being
praised as it is believed to have prevented a robbery at the supermarket.
Police said around 8.10 p.m. on
Sunday, the cashier observed a man
enter the supermarket along Streatham
Lodge Road, holding a box of KFC.
The man was observed to pull out
a gun from the box, before putting it
back.
The cashier notified the police
and a team of officers led by ASP Coggins, Insp Highly, Sgt La Pierre and
Cpl Forde responded.
The officers arrived “within minutes” of the report, causing the suspect
to flee.
The suspect could not be located.
However, on the cashier’s
counter, a brown KFC bag with a KFC
box was retrieved.

In the box police found and
seized a 380 Taurus pistol, along with
a magazine fitted with eight rounds of
.380 mm ammunition.
PC Williams is continuing enquiries.
In an unrelated incident, an 18year-old was held with a loaded
firearm around 4 p.m. on Sunday at a

home along Pinto Road, Arima.
The officers, led by ASP Etienne,
Insp Pitt, Sgt Leopold and Sgt Nicome
made their way to a home along Savannah Drive where they executed a
search warrant.
At the home a Taurus pistol
loaded with five rounds of .40mm ammunition was found and seized. Police

also found one round of 5.56mm ammunition.
An 18-year-old who was present
at the home at the time was taken into
custody for questioning.
He is said to be aiding police with
their enquiries.
WPC Alexander is continuing this
investigation.
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Trinidad rastas question need for
special licence for ganja
"WHY should Rastafarians have to
apply to the government for a sacramental licence for cannabis?"
It's a question some members of the
Rastafari movement in Trinidad and Tobago are asking.
Marijuana was decriminalised in
TT in December 2019. One can be in
possession of up to 30 grammes of
cannabis and grow up to four plants on
their property.
But now, other aspects of its uses,
including medicinal and religious purposes, are being debated in Parliament
under the Cannabis Control Bill.
There are five main religious licences people can apply for: a cultivator
licence (allows growing, harvesting, drying, trimming, curing or packaging), dispensary (allows storage and dispensing),
import licence (allows importation of
cannabis from any country where it is
legal to do so), export licence (allows exportation of cannabis to any country in
keeping with the laws of that country)
and transport licence (allows transport of
cannabis).
Religious leaders can apply for
these licences once their organisation is
registered under the Non-Profit Organisations Act and its documents say
cannabis is required as a sacrament.
However, just as without a licence,
a person may only possess 30 grammes.
Once a licence is granted, leaders
are prohibited from selling cannabis or
“other transaction involving cannabis for
money or for any profit, financial or
monetary gain or compensation.”

Rastafarians gathered at the San Juan promenade on April 24

In addition, the bill says “No person
shall cause or permit a child to use
cannabis at a place of worship, a sacramental dispensary or an exempt event.”
The penalty is a $255,000 fine and up to
five years' imprisonment.
Chaguanas West MP Dinesh Rambally recently called on the government
to clarify the provisions for the religious
use of cannabis.
He said it did not address how religious leaders can acquire cannabis if its
sale is prohibited under the bill.
He added, “"When we look at
Clause 47, we are told that there must be
no commercial benefit, no sale, supply
or any transaction involving cannabis for
sale, profit, monetary gain or compensa-

tion. But not even water, which falls
from the sky, is free. So how then are we
expecting the religious groups to procure, store, maintain and dispense
cannabis, completely devoid of any cash
flow, to facilitate a basic access to
cannabis for religious use?”
Speaking at the San Juan promenade at a celebration in honour of the
56th anniversary of Ethiopian emperor
Haile Selassie’s visit to Trinidad and Tobago, Empress Q said Rastafarians have
been persecuted for the use of cannabis
for years.
“We saying cannabis now, right?
That's the big word. (But what we know
it as is) ganja, herb, marijuana. Rastafari
time is now."

Met with cheers and exclamations
of agreement, she said it is unfair for
those who do not practise Rastafari to
“dictate the pace of the Rastafarian community.”
“If it’s one community that defended the herb, it's rasta people. And
now those same people who scorned you
as a youth (are) asking if they could get
a little ganja root, a little herb for glaucoma or cancer. And because Rastafari
is love, we will give it to them.”
She said the oppression rastas faced
over the use of cannabis has been a contributor to broken Rastafarian homes and
families.
“When the king man get locked up
and throw in prison for a year and he's
the sole provider for his family, what
happens? This is reality…When a rastaman get his locks trimmed in jail in a
concrete cell in dirty conditions, what
now can you get as justice? This a multimillion-dollar business and Rastafari
need reparations due to the oppression of
the community due to the sacramental
herb.”
“Let us not just take what some
minister or bald head (non-Rastafarian)
write for Rastafari. Get the law and read
it. Let us educate ourselves on what the
government is proposing. We have to
dictate that pace.”
She added that it was unfair that
many children who are Roman Catholics
have been allowed to drink alcoholic
wine for communion, but the use of
cannabis (in teas, etc) is prohibited for
rasta children.

Murdered cop remembered as kind
THE police service, in a press release on Monday, said it was mourning
the death of PC Clarence Gilkes, whom
the service described as a kind, respectful and compassionate office.
The service also extended condolences to Gilkes' family, friends and colleagues. He was shot in the neck last
Friday during an exercise involving the
Western Division Task Force.
The release said Gilkes enlisted in
the police on February 10, 2011, and
served with distinction for 11 years. He
will be remembered by his colleagues in
the Western Division Task Force as a
kind, compassionate, approachable person, who was always supportive of his
team. He was fondly referred to as the
“lock-up man,” the release said, as he
was exceptional at case file management
and was well known for his diligence at
the magistrates court, where several of

his matters led to convictions.
Sgt Carmona recalled PC Gilkes as
a dedicated and diligent officer, who,
when all else failed, got the job done.
"He was usually the last man to
leave office. Constable Gilkes was held
in high esteem by his colleagues, who
said he is irreplaceable," Carmnona said.
Gilkes was decribed as a familyoriented officer, who always spoke
about his beloved nieces and nephews.
He leaves to mourn his wife, brothers,
and sisters.
Meanwhile, the mother of the man
believed to be responsible for the death
of PC Gilkes, has made a plea to acting
Commissioner of Police Jacob McDonald, to give her son the right to defend
himself before the courts.
She asked police on Monday,
"Don’t shoot my son on sight,” adding,
“Let him have his day in court, which is

the law until he is proven guilty.”
In a radio interview on Monday
morning, she called on McDonald to “do
the proper forensics on what has happened.
“I have done my research. I know
that sometimes the residue stuff would
be on a person's hand.
"I would like all of those things to
be tested when and if my son comes in
safely. And I would like you to do what
you (were) put in office to do – bring
proper justice."
She said she has not seen or spoken
directly to her son since the incident last
Friday.
“I don't know what to say to my son
right now, because I wish he could come
in safe.” She sent out "heartfelt" condolences to the Gilkes family over the
tragedy. “This is sincerely from me, because I've been trying to get that out

there.”
Gilkes, 44, was shot in the neck
during a police chase involving Western
Division Task Force officers and several
suspects, at upper Rich Plain Road,
Diego Martin. Police were responding to
reports of gunfire in the area. He died at
the St James Infirmary.
The mother went on to explain that
she believes her son is being framed in
connection with an upcoming court matter, on May 5, against police. The mother
claims she got confirmation of this
through an inside police source.
“I know it's a serious allegation to
make against the police service. And I'm
sure he's not stupid to make such allegations if they will not be true to a huge extent. She admitted her son was no angel,
but also defended him.
“I'm not here for sympathy, or to
make my son out as a saint.”
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Punjab Kings beat Chennai in
exciting IPL game
Punjab Kings completed the double over Chennai Super Kings, closing
out a tight game for a fourth win that
moves them back to within touching
distance of the top four.
Shikhar Dhawan scored a stately,
unbeaten 88 from 59 balls to anchor
Kings’ rethought approach to setting a
target, and although Ambati Rayudu
kept Super Kings in the hunt until the
closing overs, his 39-ball 78 was not
enough to avert a sixth defeat from eight
games.
On the same pitch that Lucknow
Super Giants had successfully defended
168 against Mumbai Indians the previous evening, Kings’ total of 187 for 4 always looked too much of an ask. Each
of the three previous results at the
Wankhede Stadium had gone the way of
the team batting first, and although
Ravindra Jadeja and Super Kings’ preference was to chase, a lack of contributions at the top of the order again
undermined their chances.
Super Kings had looked to be
heading for a much heavier defeat, only
for Rayudu’s innings, which included
13 boundaries, to repeatedly jangle the
nerves of Mayank Agarwal and his men.
Sandeep Sharma was collared for 23 in
the 15th over, and with MS Dhoni waiting in the wings, and coming off the
back of a vintage display of finishing in
his previous outing, Super Kings could
not be ruled out going into the final
stretch.
But Rayudu was visibly tiring and
when he was cleaned up by Kagiso
Rabada in the 18th, CSK were left needing 35 off 13 – an equation which became 27 off the last over, to be bowled
by Rishi Dhawan. Dhoni smashed the
first one into the crowd to threaten a
reprise, and a wide from the next ball
left Rishi feeling the heat. But a wellexecuted yorker was followed up by
Dhoni holing out to deep midwicket and
Punjab fans could breathe again.
The Kings’ approach to the first
half of the tournament was to try and
batter the opposition senseless from the
off. They attacked throughout, but were
bedeviled by wickets falling at an equal
rate. Those tactics resulted in a few eyecatching wins and several costly implosions – none more so than in their last
outing, when they were dismissed for
115 and lost to Delhi Capitals by nine
wickets with 57 balls to spare.
Here, after being inserted for the
seventh time in a row, they took a more
traditional approach, throttling back at
the top and then opening up with wickets in hand. A score of 37 for 1 at the

Arshdeep Singh bowled a nerveless 19th over

end of the powerplay gave Kings their
slowest start to an innings this season,
but Shikhar and the recalled Bhanuka
Rajapaksa – the Sri Lankan back in the
side for the first time since victory over
Super Kings at the Brabourne three
weeks ago – settled into a steady stand
that provided the foundation for an imposing total.
Rajapaksa needed some luck,
dropped twice before reaching doublefigures, but he made good on it to help
Kings register their first century partnership of the campaign. The pair hit just
six boundaries – one of which should
have resulted Rajapaksa being caught at
deep midwicket – in the first half of the
innings, as Kings reached 72 for 1. But
just as Super Giants did from an identical score in Sunday night’s game at the
Wankhede, they effectively raised the
tempo through the second ten.
A tickled single in the second over
of the match made Shikhar, playing his
200th IPL match, only the second man
after Virat Kohli to score 6000 runs in
the competition. By the time he had
moved into the 60s, smashing back-toback boundaries down the ground off
Dwayne Bravo in the 16th over, Shikhar
had notched more than 1000 of them
against Super Kings alone. This was his
ninth 50-plus score, and eventually
enough to sink the Yellow Submarine.
Shikhar’s approach set the template for his side, as he ticked along at
just above a run-a-ball for the first half
of the innings. A slog-swept six against
Maheesh Theekshana and a driven four

off Dwaine Pretorius were his only
boundaries until he tucked into Mukesh
Choudhary in the 12th, rattling off a pair
of cuts that beat the cover sweeper on
both sides, and then flicking four more
off the pads through the ring with fine
leg up. A 37-ball fifty kept Kings on
course and, when Rajapaksa fell in the
18th over, Shikhar handed over the
strike to Liam Livingstone, whose
seven-ball cameo included taking Pretorius for 4-6-6.
Super Kings have had problems
getting their innings off to good starts
all season, and once again they shipped
early wickets in the chase. Sandeep was
one of three changes to the Kings XI, as
they sought greater batting depth at the
expense of two genuine bowlers – Vaibhav Arora and Nathan Ellis; Sandeep
had gone wicketless in his only previous
appearance, the season opener against
Royal Challengers Bangalore, but he
struck with his fifth ball on this occasion, Robin Uthappa splicing a pull to
midwicket.
Mitchell Santner was again asked
to perform the Moeen Ali role at No. 3,
but he struggled along to 9 off 15 balls
– four of which came via thick outside
edge past the keeper – and was the second wicket to fall, in the sixth over, as
Arshdeep Singh plucked out his leg
stump. That dismissal meant Super
Kings’ batting average in the powerplay
for this season had dipped to 20.50 – the
lowest of the ten teams. Their position
in the match then got worse in the following over, as Rishi Dhawan, making

his first IPL appearance since 2016,
found a way through Shivam Dube to
leave them three down and off the pace.
With the fall of Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Super Kings were 89 for 4 in the 13th
over and seemingly well out of contention, only for Rayudu to unleash a
display of clean hitting on the way to his
first fifty of the season. Six times he
launched the ball into the stands, including a brutal sequence of three in a row
off Sandeep during an over that brought
Super Kings back to within range. But
with the asking rate down to 47 off the
last four, Arshdeep delivered an excellent over of wide yorkers that cost just
six runs, and Rabada’s dismissal of
Rayudu meant there was too much to do
– even for Dhoni.
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